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PREFACE... 

TJ HERE 25 a peculiar Elegance and Propriety in the Title annexed to the Sa. 
+ cred Writings which are emphatically ſtiled The. Bible, or The Book, inti- 
mating its Superiority to all other Books, and the Sublimity and Importance of 
the Subjects on which it treats, | | | NE Odeo 
The Remarks of too many Commentators, abound with critical Obſervations, whale 

_ they are barren of uſeful and ſpiritual Reflections, and calculated to amuſe Curi- 

 ofity rather than promote Piety. The greateſt Part of Writers, who have Socks ern 

_ us with an Hiſtorical Account of the Bible, have jo perplexed the plain Narrative 
with their own ſtrange Conjefures, that the latter have confuſed the former, and 
thus conjorned, they have by no means. Satisfied the Deſire of the ferrous Reader. 

The COD of Truth, willing.to. acquaint finſul Mortals with his Mind and Mill, =” 
hath provided his Spirit to enlighten. our Underſtanding, and his written Nord £5 | 
to bring thoſe Things whych were e A many Ages paſt, and in Places far 3 
remote, to our immediate View, in order to diſplay has Omnipotence, and excite | 
the Veneration of wondering Mortalsw p BN Fx £8 
Ie Writers of the Old and New Teſtament agreeing in one and the fame uh, 
therr Ięſtimony ts. ſo much the more enforced, as implying ſo many ſeveral Acts | 
of one and the ſame Spirit, producing in divers Subjects one and at ag! Effect, 
even the Myſtery of our Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt: For though the different Mri- 
ters have their own peculiar Method and Order, in the Context of their Heuer 
Parts. F4 the Hiſtory, yet there appears a perfett Agreement upon the whole ; as * | 
25 evident from the cleareſt Demonſtration of the Learned in all Ages, who have . . 
beſtowed much Labour. and extraordinary Induſtry in comparing their Teſtimonaes,”* | 

\ The Old Teſtament is itſelf a Syſtem of all kinds of '\Knowleadge civil and religious, 
moral. and ref uh and generally uſeful for the Conduct of human life; as -«. 
well as the chief Repoſitory, from which many Philoſophers and Legiſlators of-aef= 

' ferent Ages, have drawn the choiceſt of their Obſervations. <= _ 

Le Excellencyof ſacred Hiſtory will more evidently appear, if we compare it withthe 

intsofthe beſt and moſt ancient Heathen writers, by" Phalofophersand Hiſtorians, - 


— 
— 


- 
* 


2 q futile and trifling are the Reſearches and Diſcoueries of the Former, and SE 
Accounts of the Latter, when compared with the glorious Diſplay of divine 


Wijdom, the Triumphs of divine Grace, and the earneſt of eternal Glory contained * =, 

mn jacred Writ ?: In this invaluable Treaſury of divine Knowledge are comprijed . 

the whole. of God's Mill and Man's Duty, and the Old Teſtament, upon a diligent 5 

Search, will appear to dave 'a moſt uniſorm Tendency and deſgn to be a School- 

master to bring us unto Christ, as the Hiſtory therein contained, and the Fats 

therein related, typiſy and „„ uch Things, as might give Mankind A, 

Jurance of. ſuch a Saviour, and diſtinguiſh him by uch Marks. as maght infallibly 

concetve them at his Appearance, that he was the very Christ, that Prophet that 

should come into the World, and that we are not to look for another, 
The Deſign of Religion being to make us wife ſor Eternity, to give us true Noti- 

ons of God and 3 > by and to point out the Path that leads to everlaſting Feli- 

cuy; we cannot be too well acquainted with the ſacred Volume, on which it is 


CRT OS TER 


2+ © The beſt Commentators, and laid down þ 


ED 2 Mandi 9 . " 9 3 ne ack © 8 Re FL 7 nne % we, 
1 an every Denomination, among ft us in ther moſt holy Faith, bill the Benefits 


nf 


founded, or too welt verfed in the , which confirms 
tue Chriſtian Reader in the right Underſtanding of thoje Things, on, which 
his everlaſiing Peace, ue have taken pains to correct many Neg letts in our Iran 
lation of the Buble, that have furniſhed wicked Men with Excuſes, and Liber- 


"Hines and Atheiſts with Matter of Fefting.,——1t is certain, that one of the great- ; 


e Favours God could have conferred on Men in a State o, Miſery and 1gno- 
Frł.ance, was to inform them of their Duty, and teach bem the means of becoming 
5 happy * therefore there is nothing more worthy of a reafonavle Man, and efpect- 
*ally of ® Chriſtian, than to apply himſelf to the Study of thoſe things, which are 
revealed in the Holy Scriptures, fince they were written for this very End. 


© To be careleſs or negligent in a Matter of ſuch Moment is highly Criminal, and | 
an undoubted Mark of Irreligion and 9 janet  Befades, infinite advantage 
ing a fomple Text plain and intelligi- 


may redound to the Cauſe of Truth, by ma "7 | | 

Ne, and thereby overturning any of the pr etended Grounds of Atheiſm and Tnfe- 

'debity, dangerous Error, ſuperſtitious Foppery, or vidiculous Invention This End 
ain andeafy Rules, whereby Perſons of 
IN ne aneſt Capacity may ob ſer ve the moſt material Faults of all T ranſtations. 

r e oy ee, 

5 Palſages in the Prophets, which relate to the Hiſtory, but hall infert t 0fe" of" the 


nn the Fews deemed authentic, and our Church hath apfomied'to | 


be read, though ſome reject them as Uncertarnbies. To render our Plan more eas) 


and fame liar, we have ranged the whole anto ory pod "according as the drf- 


have carefully attended to the 


5 


. Fu becks and Occurrences have required, an 


nenen of Events, in order to prove lſie Authenticuy of the Hiſtory in gene- 


vat J avoid Perblexity, dhe Hiſtorical Part is carried on by u1felf, and the 
Heer Nary Remarks and Obſervations art caſt into Notes as the Bottom of each 
'Page; being affured, from Experience, that Remarks in the Series of the Narra- 

_ Live, muſt a the Senſe, and take off the Pleafure and Advantage of reading. 
in re/pett to the Chronology, we have confulted Josephus, Rufinus, and other 
Writers of good Authority, and throughout each Period connected the facred' and 
han Hhftory. As from the time of Malachi, to the Birth-of our Lord ga 


"7: 
1 


the Work complete, Reference has been made tothe beſt Author's, who have At 
the Tran ſactibns of thoje Nimes. VVV 
ee, with aol tdi Labours, will furniſh a complete Hiſtory of the: 
Both Old and New Teſtament, bring the wh ne poi! "ew, and exhal 
5 ry r of the great Work of Man's Salvation, from ihe Time of uy Bas 
mie to our firſt Parents, to its Accompliſkment in the Per fon of the blefſed Tefus, 
Ait bs, we recommend it to the Divine Bleſſing, which is abſolutely neceſſary bb 
Tender ut afoful to the Promotion of God's Glory, and the Intereſb and Hapbin 7 
* earneſtly praying that it may confirm and build ub fincere C 

of Divine Grate lere ſhall be Tealized in eternal Glory hereafter, "when both. Be- 
Auer and Infodets ſhall have ſenfile Demonſtration, that the Word uf God's true. 
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de pruſume will be anſwered in the Come of our” Labour's, as we have con ſultel 


| A Gn Jeſus Chriſt, there ig a Chaſm of avout four hundred Fears; to rl 


ftament, brong the whole into one point of View, and exhibit 
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THE. CREATION OF THE WORLD, AND 
OF MAN. THE FALL OF OUR FIRST 


FROM. PARADISE. 


— 


1 
1 Wisdom and Power known to 
us mortals, was that great and stu- 


known to us, according to the eter- 
nal council of his own will, to create 
__ " the Univers@Ewith all the beauties of 
Nature out of nothing; by an Al- 
mighty jaar 


gave 


2 
d 


oy 


— — 


* N 


| de by first #.: 
= — Jn Re beginning (says the inspir- 
* gran) God created the Heaven, 

| 1a the Earth, that is, this plane- 


* "3 
4 


oe, 24 8 
P. 3 1 


. 7 | ” 
ne Spirit of God, Ke. Varivuxare the opi- 
=” -nigns of commentators concerning this much controverted 
- pas5age; some think the word Ruan, should have been 

* Franslated Wind, in this place, as it admits of that signi- 
- -  Heation as well as the other; while others think by the 
Spirit of God may be understood the Spirit of the Me/- 
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PARENTS, AND THEIR EXPULSION | 
HE first instance of Divine 


pendous work, the Creation of the 
World. The Omnipotent Jehovah, Þ 


having determined for reasons un- 


produced Light, which 
to th first Day, and was 


1 arg world, consisting of the earth 


BIBLE = 


and other planets, having the Sun 
for their centre; all of which owe. 
their origin to the power of a Su- 
preme Creator. These were not, 
according to the notion 'of some an- 
cient philosophers, eternal, nor did 
they owe their origin to chance and 


accident, but derive their beauty, 


order, and 1 b from that 
God whose works are mantfold, and 


| who in wiſdom made them all. 


When the grand axchitect set 
about the grgat work, we are told 
that (a) the Spirit of God moved -- 
upon, the face of the waters, or as it 

18 i by some learned com- 
mentators, brooded over the vagt. 


ceive. The Creator pronounced his 
approbation of the work of his 
hands, that, it was feat and dis- 
tinguished the light from the dark - 


fal, agreeable to T/azah xi. 2. And the Spirit of the 
Lord fhall reſt upon him. We think it evident from its 
production, that it was an emanation of divine F : 
energy; Which by its moving on the Chaotic Mess con- 


future exertion of the same power. 


veyed into it a kind of fermentation, and pred it for 


o =.” 
- Rx 


ness 


= 
* 


abyss, and impregnated, as well _ - 
rendered it capable of the dispog- 
tion and order it was about to re. 
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mas, by calling the former by-the | ters of the clouds from those upon 
© appellation of Day, and the latter by | the Earth, that are distinguished by 
that of Nzz/#.' Thus wisely did the | the names of seas, rivers, &. On 
Almighty appoint the day and night” | the third day, therefore it pleased 
constantly to succeed each other, in | Almighty Power and Wisdom, to re- 
the same alternate courze as we now | duce the waters within bounds, when 
Perceive them, and to form together, | he said, let the Waters under the 
That e term a natural day; and the | Heavens be gathered together unto one 
"Evening and the Morning were the | place, and let the dry Land appear; __ 
firſt Day, that is, by the course, or and it was ſo. The voice of Gd 
going round of this light, which we | was immediately obeyed; the waters 5 
may suppose to have been com- separated themselves from the su- 
manded into being about noon, were | face of the earth, and on their re- 
formed an evening and a morning; | treat, the dry land appeared, which © 
80 that at the ensuing noon the com- | was called Earth, as was the gather- 
pass of a natural day of twenty-four | ing together of the waters, Seas. 
hours, (the first day that existed) The work of dividing the waters 
Was fully completed. - I being thus completed, it received the 
I.! be work of the second day con- | divine apprebation ; but as the great 
=  ._ svtedin laying the foundation of the | Creator designed the earth for the fu- | 
= Heaven, called by the name of /5) |-ture habitation of man and beast, 
=_  - f:rmament, which keeps the waters | being as yet barren and uncultivat- 
| ok the clouds, from those which are Jed, to render it fit for the intended 
upon the earth, This done, God inhabitants, he determined to bestow®. 
1 Called all the expanse above this on it a prolific virtue, and endow it 
-— earth, whether it be the thicker parts | with the power of vegetation. 
that compose the region of the air, | In the first place appeared the 
which we denominate the lower fir- Grass which covered the earth, and 
mament, or the thinner or more sub- | was designed as pasture for the Brute 
le parts, to which we have given Creation; then succeeded (c Flow. 
the appellation of the higher Firma- | ers, Plants, and Treeg, witk all kinds = 
ment, Heaven, which concluded the | of Vegetables, in full growth, pro- 
Work of the second dax. . and maturity. Though the 
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_—. - The, creation yet consisted of no- | first fruits of the earth were all of 
= thing but light, the waters, and the | them produced without any seeds, — 
by the bare word of God; yet, ic“ 
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e Firmament. The Hebrew word, which we trans- earth, according to the seventh verse of the first chapter 
— - Jas Firmament signifies Expan or Extenfion. This Þ of Ceneſ s. ""'P 
term is applied not only to the sky, but the atmosphere, e, Flowers, It is not to be imagined, that the new 
and seems here particularly to refer to that extent of airy created earth with its abundant fruitfulness, could be 
matter, or atmosphere, which encompasses the earth: produced according to ihe ordinary course of things in tze 


to FE and Separates the clouds from the waters that be upon the space of twenty-four hours, and that without the assistance 


of 


* 
- 
* 


_ perpetuate the same, each kind con- 


sovn in the earth, or falling when 


received his gracious probate. The 
vegetable tribe now covered the 
earth with a green and flowery car- 


one th rule the day, and the other 


and the bodies of the heavenly lu- 
minaries became visible; by their 


of the Sun ; but the Almighty by his omnipotent Fra» 


their fins, creep as it were through the water. 
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tained its own seed, which being 


ripe from the plants themselves, 
should continue a succession to the 
end of the world. This likewise 


pet, and rendered it fit for the recep- 
tion of its inhabitants; but the wise 
hand of Omnipotence, further to dis- 
play his power and goodness, con- 
tracted the d) Light which he had 
created the a and diffused 
throughout the universe, into pro- 
per orbs, or those great luminaries 
of Heaven, called Sun and Moon, 


the night; and to render these more 
useful by the order of their motion, 
he appointed them for signs, to dis- 


influence on the plants, they pro- 
moted the office of vegetation, fi- 
nishing their revolutions in their pro- 
per periods of time. The Almighty 
Creator having employed the first 
four days in the creation of things 
inanimate; on the fifth, he passed 
the Omnipotent Hat for the pro- 


| duQtion of living creatures, saying, 


let the Waters bring forth abundant- 
ly, the (e) moving Creature that 
"hath life and (, Fowl that may fly. 
above the Earth in the open Firma- 
ment of Heaven. In this day's work 
we may remark the gradual procee- 
dure of the Almighty, from the ina- 
nimate creation, to Fish and Fowl, 
| the least perfect species of animals, 
by which the different orders of cre- 
ated beings are linked together, and 
the various ranks of creatures make 
a regular system. 3 


tinguish the seasons, and to divide | 
time, by which they have been, are, Whales or all kinds of large fish, 


| which the waters produce, and on + 


and ever will be, of such essential 


benefit to:mankind; 7 2 2 
The atmosphere was now rarified, 


— 


spoke them into existence and perfection in an instant: 
for he only spoke the word, and they were made, he com- 


manded and they were created. Let the Earth bring | 


forth graſs, the Herb yielding Seed, and the Fruit Tree 
wielding Fruit after its kind, whoſe Seed is in itſelf upon 
the Earth, ah was fo. _ i. 11. har 
d Light. Those who assert that God previously) 
prepared Orbs of Light before they shone upon the 
new creation, may as well deprive him of the glorious attri- 
bute power, and with Des Carts say that matter was eternal. 
ſe Moving, The word which is here translated, 
Moving Creature, signiſies any creeping animal, and is 
therefore not inapplicable to fish ; which, though they 
have not feet, lie upon their bellies, and by the help of 


God likewise formed great \{/w} 


survey of this creation perceived that 
what he had made entirely answered 
the end he proposed in their forma- 


tion. The manifold shape of their 


(f} Fawl. There is a seeming contradiction between: 
this passage and that in Gen. 2 and 19, where it is said, 
Out of the Ground God formed every Beaft of the Field, 

and every Fowl of the Aire but the contradiction will 
vanish, if we consider, that neither denies what the other 
affirms, though they speak differently; as the description 
of Maſes, by no means supposes that the earth 5! not 
bring forth fowl; besides there are birds to the present 
day, whose chief element is the water ; and many of the 
learned are of opinion that they derive their otigin, 
partly from the water, and partly from the earth,” from 
\ Whence, and from their guiding their course with their 


| tails, Pluto calls fowls the kindred of fish. "Stackhouſe... 


| (g) Great Whales The Hebrew word zigniftes all. 
kind of large fish, that belong to the seass. 
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different bodies, the infinite variety 
Of their instincts and talents, but all 
so properly adapted to each particu- 
lar species, and tending to the pre- 

ser vation of the creature possessed of 
them, and the continuation of its 


kind, amply declare the wisdom of 


the Creator, and prove that accord- 
ing to his declaration, it is good. 
God therefore gave them this bles- 


4 Ving; be fruitful and multiply, and 
ill the Waters with Fiſh, and the 


Earth with Fowl, enduing them at 
the same time with a prolific virtue, 
thereby to propagate their species, 


preserve their particular kinds, and 


multiply the individuals of each; and 
this was the work of the fifth day. 
Moreover it pleased divine power 
and goodness to add to the fertility 
of the earth, and bring forth the 


Nouing Creature after his kind, Cattle 


and creeping Things, and Beaſts of. 
tze Earth after his kind, and thus 
having made them complete, He jaw 
W 
The Almighty having thus ren- 
dered the world fit for the reception, 
. Sustenance, and delight of that crea- 
ture, to whom he intended to give the 
rule over it, to crown this great work, 
changes the commanding expression, 
Tet this or that be ſo, into, Let us 


maße Man in our own (h Image, | 


_ after our Likeneſs; a form of speech 
that represents the Divine Being as 
Acting more immediately himself, and 


— 


. Tes us make man in our on image, Kc. It is 


255 past all manner of dispute, that the Hebrew word Ex o- 


Mix or AL ETH is a noun subggantive of the plural num- 


ber, andthe best criticks have inferred from these words, 
-. _ that the Holy Trinity is expressed in the clearest manner. 
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entering on the master-piece of cre- 
ation with a peculiar degree of deli- 
beration. Designing the creature he 
was now about to form, for the go- 
vernment (under his auspicious Pro- 
vidence) of this sublunary world, he 
enters upon it in a solemn manner, 
and having taken the resolution, de- 
clares in express terms, the supre- 
macy with which he determined to 
invest him; and let him have domi- 
nion over the fiſh of the fea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over every creeping 
thing that erecpetni upon the Earth. 
So God created Man, into whose 
nostrils, though formed of the dust 
of the earth, he breathed the breath 
of Lite, and Man became à living 


C 


In this manner did the Almighty 
form Man, and cloth him with supe- 
riority and honour, giving him do- 
minion over all the other animals of 


] the creation, and enduing him with 


knowledge and power. To prove also 
that Eve was created on the same 
day, though the precise manner of 
her formation is not taken notice of 
till the next chapter; the inspired 
penman in his account of the sixth 
day's work, subjoins, male and fe. 
male created he them. The manner 
in which the universal Parent of Na- 
ture formed our mother Eve is thus 
related. That having already formed 
Man out of the dust of the earth, 


The words image and likeness priveifally imply a re- 
semblance of the Divine graces, as in Colo ſſ. xii, 1 
where we are commanded to put on the new man, after 


the image of him that created us, 


ne | God 


* 


God Aectaves his intention of pro- 
viding him a partner; accordingly he 
caused a deep sleep to fall upon him, 


and while he slept, took out one of 
his (i) Ribs, closing up the flesh, 


made the Woman and brought her 
to him. Adam no sooner received 


from the hand of the Almighty his 
neu formed wife, than self: convinced 
of the obligation that arose therefrom 


to the strictest friendship, the most 


cordial love and sincere affection, he 


exclaimed with rapture; h is 


bone of my bone, and fleſh of my fleſh, 


and farther infers the duties that na- 


turally result from hence, as the re- 


union of man and woman; therefore 

hall a man leave hs father and mo- 
ther, and. ſhall cleave unto his wife, 
and they ſhall be one fleſh... Thus 


early was the divine institution of 
marriage, in a state of naked inno- 
cence, when our first parents had no 


guilt, and consequently no shame. 
- The Almighty ien finished 
the last, but most perfect parts of the 


creation, and joined them together, 


proceeds to give them his benedic- 
tion, vesting them with the blessings 
of fruitfulness and dominion. Be 


fruitful and multiply, and repleniſh 


the earth and have dominion over it. 
thus constituting Man lord over all 


— 


— 1 


(i) Rib. The Atheists have formed many ridiculous | 
queries concerning this point, and among others demand- | 
ed, whether the rib, out of which the woman was formed, 
was a superſſuous one. To this we'shall only reply, that 


all the works of God are perfect; and suppose that the 


dame Almighty power that created the Whole, universe, 
\q, might with the same ease have added any part of the body 

bod of forming her, 
being more agreeable than any other to God's order and 


© after he had taken it away, such a met 


wisdom. „ 


% Ended. The original word signifies had ended ; | 
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other creatures, and giving him the 
product of the whole earth for his 


sustenance and pleasure. That he 


might be convinced of the efficacy of 
the benediQtion, and the extent of the 


power, with which he was vested; 
the Almighty is represented by the 
sac red historian, as bringing to Adam, 
every different beast of the field and 


fowl of the air, in order to fix their 


distinct names. Accordingly Adam 
named them all, and this grvingnames 


or titles, served two purposes; first, 


to distinguish each species from the 
rest; and secondly, to assure our first 
parents, of the subjection to him, in 
which the Almighty had placed them: 


Thus finished on the sixth day, the 


stupendous work of creation, which, 


when the Creator surveyed, he pro- 


nounced to be very good... On the 
seventh day God (%) ended all. his 


works, and to impress mankind with 


a due sense of his wisdom and good- 
ness in the creation, and the obliga- 
tion due to him from his creatures, 


he appointed that day tobe kept holy. 


All things being then completely 
formed; to shew his peculiar favour 


towards man, God placed him with 
his female partner, in a most beauti- 


ful spot of ground called ( Eden, 


in order to cultivate and keep it, al- 
| lowing 


— — 


-and if $0 condeced, would obviate the objection, | ENT | 


may be drawn from the seeming contradicuan between this 


passage and that which immediately follows, as it, would 
then shew, that as on the seventh day, there remained no- 
thing to be done, | a translation that the greatest Hehrgw * 
masters will allow, | therefore God rested, not from fa- 


tigue, but voluntarily ceased from creating. | 
{L) The word Eden in the Hebrew signiſies pleasure, 
and indicates the beauty of the place in which their muni- 
ficent Creator placed our first parents. It is the general 
9 528 of divines and philosophers, that this blissful spet 
| ö Was 


6- 

Towing him the free use of every 
herb, fruit, and flower around him, 
. excepting one which is called by the 

Sacred historian, the (m) tree of, 
Knowledge of good and evil; nay, 
permitted him to eat of the tree of 
un life, to encourage and excite him 
to fidelity and obedience to his maker; 
'while on the other hand, he annexes 
a dreadful penalty to the violation of 
the sacred injunction; in the day 
ou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt "Rarely | 
(o die. Thus fixed in the most 
)E eat of the fruit of the tree, which ĩs 


fort tod 


0 : 


'beauteous situation, possessed of in- 


nocence, devoid of guilt, and free 
From care, the happiness of our first 

Parents seems complete; but alas! 
their bliss was transient, their inno- 
cence fleeting, and their exemption 
from care comparatively short: Sa- 


tan the arch-fiend having resolved to 
tamp 


ruins of apostacy. In order to ac- 


: 


they became sensible of the 


— 


*＋ ” 


= 


when Adam was expelled from Paradise, he came at last 


to Judea, died there, and was buried on a mount, which 
his posterity, because the head of the first man was laid 
55 thre, called Mouxr Cal var, where the great Re- 


"Ins 


deemer was crucified, for the expiation of the sin of 
Adam, the first and original transgressor: This opinion 


Vous first taught by \Jrencus, about the latter end of the 


Second century. 


n Tree of knowledge, &c. ee e various" opi- 


mons, concerning the nature and properties of this tree, 


which was forbidden to our first parents: some think that 


it had a baneful quality, wary Bre 3 on _ : 
it is thus called by : 


of life, while others imagine 
historian, because after Adam and Eve had eaten of it, 


evil they had incurred, by their disobedience, 


* ＋ 5 
e 


With them, and make an ef- 
duce them from their obe- 
dience to their Creator, and involve 
them together with himself, in the 


* | Mesopotamia, that country being not far di- 
ant from Judea. There is a tradition of the fathers, that 


they had lost, and the 


. 


* 


x" 


— 
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Me, and further, to 
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strument; he attacks the woman, 
through whom he thought afterwards. 
to prevail with the man. He begins 
his vile insinuation with a question; 
Vea hath God ſad, ye ſhall not eat of 
every tree of the garden? in order 
to learn from thence, the certainty 
of the Divine 1injun&ion, 
The woman had no sooner related 
the positive command of God, that 
they were allowed, to eat of the fruit 


of the trees of the garden, but that on 


pain of death they were forbidden to 


mn the midſt of the garden, than that 


father of lies, in contradiction to 


the divine decree of the God of 
truth, told her, she should not ſurely 
ain upon her 
desire already ee added, that 
the reason of it being forbidden, was 
that by eating it, they would ennoble 


their nature, and become as Gods 
themselves. The infernal 


Does 
Succeeded; the woman had long 
viewed the fruit with great desire, 


-complish this accursed design, by | till at length the beauty of its colour, 


means of the (, Serpent, as an in- 


and its miraculous power so inflamed 


) Tree of Life, &c. The ancient fathers think this 


tree was so called, from its virtue to repair the animal 
spirits, till man should be translated from a corporeal life, 
to a life spiritual and immortal: this opinion is supported 


by Modes, who tells us, Genesis the gd and 22d. That 
had man, even after the fall, eaten of che tree of life, be 


would have lived for ever.“ | | 

(e] Not immediately cease to live, but be liable to mor- 

tality, with all its attendant frailties and miseries. 4 
() Serpent. It is here observable, that Moſes in his 


account of the fall, mentions not the agent, the Devil, but 


only che instrument of the agent, the Serpent. This is 
the opinion of the best commentators, who alledge, that 
the Devil actually made use of the Serpent, to talk to 


Eve and to tempt her. That it was a real Serpent, and 5 | 
not an ben ag one, that spoke to her must be true; but 


it only by means of the Devil, who used that crea- 


1 . 
ij + 


ft 
Attest 


ture AS c to be employ ed in chat service. . 
her 


'her passions, that she ventured to 
pluck the fruit, and eat her own 
death; forgetting the express com- 
mand of her Maker, and unawed by 
the dreadful menaces denounced 
against disobedience. Not content 
with the ruin of herself, she offers the 


ceived it from her, and involved him- 
self in the common mortality. _ 
Their eyes were now opened in- 
deed; but what to behold ? the most 
aggravated folly: monstrous impi- 
_ety ! what to discover? their shame, 
and the fall and disgrace of their na- 
ture. Conscious guilt stared them 
in the face, and they were reduced to 
the poor e of concealing 
their nakedness; whereas in a state of 
innocence, like children, they were 
naked and were not ashamed. When 


upon him, and they hid themselves: 


rn 


fatal fruit to her husband, who re- 


was naked, and I ht 


> 


the man answered with the utmost 


(%) And I will put enmity, Ac. That is, there all 
subsist an irreconcileable hatred; between the human and 


- 
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confusion, I heard thy voice in the 
garden, and I was | fs becauſe T- 

| myſelf. Con- 
fessing his nakedness, he confessed 
his guilt, of which his omniscient 
Creator immediately convicted him; 
and knowing he: could alone obtain 


the knowledge of the same by eating 


the forbidden fruit, demanded of him 


the means by which he came to know 

that he was naked. Though Adam 
sought not to deny, he attempted to 
palliate his erime, and transfer the 


guilt upon his wife as the cause of the 


same; the woman, whom thou gaveſt - 
to be with me, ſhe gave me of the 
tree, and I did eat. When God re- 


monstrated with ker upon her crimi--.. 


nal betiaviour, she endeavoured to lay 
it upon the Serpent Ie Serpent be- 

guited me and I did eat. The fallen 
pair having thus confessed their trans- 
gress10n, the Almighty immediately 


passed sentence upon the Serpent, as 
| the instrument employed by the great. 


enemy of mankind, to seduce them 
to the horrid commission of a most 


| disingenuous crime; and to give po- 2 
csterity a sense of the heinous nature f 


sinning against God, as well as thus 
early make known his gracious design 


of raising up a Saviour from the seed 
of the woman, who should bring re- 


demption to Israel, and vanquish the. 

kingdom of sin and death - Becauſe 
thou haſt done this, thou art curſed 
above N e, 5 —_— Oy _ | 
of the field, upon thy belly ſhalt thou 
5 4 Hat all the © 
days of thy life. (q) And I will put 


diabolical race; because at the instigation of the latier, ihe 
former had incurred the penalty of death and the train of 


miseries, 


— 


 enmavy- SE 


- ſhall bruzje th 


ſhalt thou Pig fe 
thy"defere ſhall be to thy huſband, and 
| he ſhall rule over thee. 


alt not eat of it; 


_ — 
- - 


8s bi 88 ok. 


1 5 ton or all who belixe in lin. 


| enmity Feen thee and the woman, 


and between her feed and thy feed, it 


bruiſe. his hee 
Nor did the woman pass without 


awful tokens. of the divine displea- 
sure; but was solemnly given to un- 
| derstand, that she entailed upon her- 
self sorrow from conception, pain in 
childbirth, and subjection to her hus- 
band. I 01 greatly multipiy thy sor 
rYow- and thy conception, in Sorrow. 


orth children, and 


The punishment of Adam 1085 70 


ina life of perpetual toil and sla- 
_ very, in order to keep in due sub- 
jection, those passions and appetites, 


to gratify which he had transgressed 


the Divine command. Becaufe th 
. haſt-hearkened unto the voice of thy 
wife, and haſt eaten of the tree of 


which I commanded thee, ſaying thou 
curſed. is the 


ground for thy jake, in jorrow ſhalt 


thou eat 75 it all the days of thy life : | 


_ thorns alſo and ihiſites ſhall it bring 


Forth to thee ; and thou ſhalt eat the 


herb of the field : in the. ſweat of thy 


Jace thou ſhalt eat bread, till thou 


return unto the ground; for out of | 
_ duſt waſt thou taken, and to ouſt 


ſhalt thou return. 


Having thus solemnly „ 


tze awful decree, both on the cause 
x ar __ offence, 36 the offenders 


But the seed of the 

. the mighty Saviour and Redeemer of his 
— shall bruise the Serpent's head, by making atone- 
ment to divine justice for Adam's transgression, destroy- 
ing the rs of darkness, and ä eternal e 


1 


| 


1 


2. ea, e thou ſhait |. 


the blissful regions of paradise, and 
man was consigned to toil and la- 
bour; and to preserve the forbidden 
fruit sacred from the unhallowed 
hands of the corupted race of man- 
| kind; (r) Cherubims were placed at 


1 NESS. OF CHAM. 


their state is not 


- 


THE MURDER OF BEIN 


our first parents from the blissful man- 
sions of Eden. The human race was 
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themselves; God, to enhance their 


sense of the crime and the tokens of 


his resentment, expelled them from 


the east end of the garden. Thus 


fell our first Pag and 1 lost 


their original rectitude, introduced 


moral evil, and entailed sin, with all 
its dreadful concomitants upon their 
posterity, who from that moment to 


resent have felt the dire effects 
though blessed be God 
esperate, 


pable of being repaired by the blood 


the 
of the fall; 


of the second e the . 85 from 
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STRUCTION OF THE ARR. NOAH'S | 
ENTRY. THE UNIVERSAL DELUGE. 
EXIT OF NOAH AND HIS FAMILY 
OUT OF THE ARK. THE WICKED- 


HE fatal effects of the F all $001 
appeared after the expulsion o 


increased by the birth of two sons to 
oe. t Cain and Abel, the latter of 


whom 8 


| C 8 or Pan” Ys 1 5 2 W l 5 
the vibrations of a Lee sword. They may also be 


considered as whatever tends to strike fear and terror. 
(s) Cain. As it is mentioned by the sacred historian, 


that Eve on the birth of Cain, exulzed and said, I have 


r CANA, 


but ca- 
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whom fell a victim to the envy and 
revenge of his brother. When these 
two brothers grew up to years of ma- 
turity, they followed different em- 
loyments : Cain betook him to til- 
age, but (t) Abel engaged in the pas- 
toral life, being a keeper of sheep. _ 


of Abel, because it was presented with 


a heart more sincere, grateful, and 
humble, than that of Cain. The Al- 
mighty, as he called for his father _ 
Adam after his first transgression, in 
like manner demands of Cain where 
he was; (not, as before observed, for 
information, but to strike him with 


It happened in process of time that 
each brought their offering to the 
Lord, according to the different oecu- 
ations that they followed; Cain's 
bein of the fruits of the ground, and 
AbeP' that of the firstlings of Ins flock 
with the fat thereof. The Lord, for 
causes then best known to himself, 
accepted Abel's offering, but rejected 
that of Cain, who, incensed on that 
account, discovers envy in his coun- 
tenance, and was therefore repri- 
manded by God, who intimated that 
the cause of the rejection of his offer- 
ing proceeded from his want of sin- 
cerity; assuring him that if for the fu- 
ture 5 acted with integrity, he should 
be accepted, otherwise he should be 
treated as a delinquent and hypo- 
crite, But this reprimand of his Ma- 
ker had no effect upon Cain, who re- 
tained his envy and resentment against 


his innocent brother, and took the first | pl 


opportunity to slay him. 

Thus prevailed the inordinate pas- 
sions, and produced the first murder, 

on no other ground than rancour and 

malice, at the just dealing of an up- 

right God, who preferred the offering 
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| rignifies pocsenien, 5ome have hrewinetined-10-chink, that 
Eve was persuaded that this son was the promised Seed, 
which was to break the Serpent's head; but if that was the 
. % The word: Abe? signafies yanity 3 either. as it pre- 
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guilt and shame: the criminal not 
only lied unto his maker, but inso- 
lently asked, as if displeased with the 
uestion, Am I my Brother's Keeper & 
zut this attempt to evade confession 
availed not, for the Lord not only | 
charged him with the murder of his 
brother; but convicted him of the 
same. What haſt thou done? The voice 
of thy brother's blood erieth unto me 
from the ground, And now art thow 
curſed from the earth, which hath _ 
ohe ned her mouth to receive thy bros _ 
ther's blood from thy hand. When thow 
tilleft the ground, it ſhall not hence- 
forth yield unto thee her firength. 4 
Fugitive and a Vagabond ſhall thou 
be mn the earth. © # Hed 
| Cann, struck with the severity of 
this denunciation, - convinced of the 
atrocious nature of his crime, and de- 
lormg the misery of his situation, 
exclaimed (u} My puniſhment 1s 
e than I can bear! Neverthe- 
less, he retained his rancorous and dis- 
obedient temper, and seems to have 
been much less concerned for his sin, 
than his punishment. Behold, said he, 
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el the suddenness of his death, or ibat it denoted the 
"ET of mortality, to which all were now liable. 
u My puniftment, Sc. In some of the versions, 
this passage 18 rendered, * My offence is too great to ob- 
tain parden; but the Septuagint and the Hebrew confirm 
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face fall The hid; and I ſhall be @ 


10 


; thou a driven me out this aay from. 
- the Jace of the earth, and from thy 


Fugilive and a vagaboad upon the: 
. earth;' and it ſhall come to paſs that 

_ everyone that fendeth me ſhail lay me. 
But the Almighty reserving to himself 
the sole right of punishishing Cain 
for this l at the same time 
desirous of exciting in posterity, pro- 

| 475 apprehensions of murder, secured 
him against the dread of being him- 
Selk slain, declaring that he would 
_ avenge his death seven fold; thereby 
intimating as hereafter declared in sa- 

_ © ered Writ, Vengeance is mine ſatih the 
Tord that is, it is not lawful for pri- 
vate persons of their own authority 
to kill such as deserve death. To give 
him assurance of his promise God set 
24 (0) gn or wonder before him, lest 
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for though men fed cattle before by 


the invention of tents, he taught them 
how to remove to more fertile and 
fresh spots, after those which had 
been grazed on were no longer {it for 
V ĩ oor 2 
Jubal the brother of Jabal first in- 
vented musical instruments, Tubal- 
Cain was also descended from the 
same stock, being the son of Lamech 
by his wife Zilla, and was the first 


| artificer in brass, iron, and other me- 


' tals,” This is the Mosaic account of _ 
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Cain's descendants, which seems to 
have been recorded in order to in- | 
form posterity who first invented cer- 
tain arts, 3 were afterwards infa- 
mous from their wicked practices. 
Our first parent, having been de- 
prived of his son Abel, by the malice 
and barbarity of his brother Cain, 


any finding him, should kill him, of 
Which he was in danger, because the 
world being now near 130 years old, 
It . e with people descended 
from the sons and daughters of Adam. 
After this Cain departed from the pre- 
sence of the Lord, and took up his 
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aboqe in the land of Nod, to the east- 


ward of Eden, beyond the country of 

Babylon, where he took a wife who 
bare him a son called Enoch, after 
__ whom he named a city that he built in 
those parts. From the loins of Cain, 


in regular succession was produced able | | 
F piety and virtue was exempted from 
| mortality, being immediately, that is, 


Juabal, who taught men to pitch tents, 
_ which were requisite for their sub- 
sistence and that of their cattle, be- 
fore agriculture was reduced to an art; 


IS + a 
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ls) There are divers vague conjeflures and absurd no- 
tions concerning the mark that God set upon Cain; but 
they all serve rather to perplex than clear up the passage, 


/ 


dered, that God appointed to Cain a 
| him that bose held kill im 
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God was pleased to raise him up 
another son, whom he called Seth, or 


abpbointed. 


From Seth sprang Enos, in whose 
days the sacred historian informs us, 
that men began to institute stated 
forms and ceremories in the worship 
of Almighty Gd. 


Moses from this Seth, continues the 
line of Adam to ten generations be- 
fore the Flood, with the ages of those 
long - lived antediluvians. Of all the 
posterity of Adam the most remark- 
able is Enoch, who for his eminent 


| without passing through the valley of 
the shadow of death, translated to the 
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| the text should be ren- 
gn or toten to assure 


to che Septuagint. 


it is most reasonable to 


realms of bliss. Pious Enoch left be- 


hind him his son Methuſalah, whose 


long liſe rendered him eminent in the 
list of Patriarchs. From Methusalah, 
sprang Lamech the father of Noah, at 


Whose birth it is remarkable that his | 
father presaged the extraordinary fa- 


vours which God should bestow upon 
him; This ſame ſhall comfort us con- 
cerning our work» and toil f our 
hands, becauſe of the ground which 
the Lord hathcur ſed, ebene 
was indeed true; but not exact in 
oint of circumstance ; for Noah was 
instrumental in being the restorer of 
the desolated world, delivering the 
Church, and preserving it from pe- 
en,, 
If we considerthe prodigious length 
of men's lives in this age, the strength 
of their constitution from a tempe- 
rate life, and the advanced years in 
Which they begat children, the num- 
ber of inhabitants before the Flood 
will appear to be very numerous. 
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time prevai 
family of Seth, to take wives, merely 
to gratify their lascivious fancy; 
which shews that though they were 


1 : 


indulged, in course of 


desire eh 8e % 
e sons of God, or 


ed on 


the offspring of the righteous, they 
were greatly degenerated from their 
piety and stritt obedience to the Di- 


vine Laws; for it is very observable, 


that immediately after this alliance, 
the Almighty complains of the uni- 
versal depravity of mankind; the chil- 


dren of the Righteous having been in- 
| fefted by the practices of the Wicked, 


and too far involved with them in a 
sinful gratification of their Iusts and 
passions. Nay, so aggravated was 


their wickedness, so heinous their sin, 


that the Lord is said to have repented 
| that he hud made man upon earth, 
and to have determined tocut him off. 
But the piety of righteous Noah ob- 
- tained grace and favour in the eyes 
of his God, who was graciously pleased 
to reserve him and his family, consist- 


Hence it came to pass that the fami- 


lies of Cain and Seth began to enter 
into nuptial alliances; for though for 

a long time the posterity of Seth 
shunned converse with the offspring 
of Cain, on account of their cruel dis- 


very populous, (*) the Sons of the 
righteous shook off their former re- 
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r 


numents 


ing of eight persons, as eternal mo- 
| of his goodness, and stand- 
ing tokens of his everlasting love to 


his Church and People 
The Almighty Parent of the Uni- 
verse, who is merciful in all his ways, 


position, yet, when the world grew | though men are corrupt and abomi- 


nable, gave a signal proof of his for- 
bearance, in allowing mankind an 


by Moses, the daughters of men. This. 


1 AC 22 


Ax) Sons of God. 6 Commentators in general under- | 


stand by the terms, © Sons of God,” the children of Seth, 
who are distinguished thereby from the daughters of Men, 
(the children of Cain, ) who, were, as remarkable for their 


wickedness as che other family had been for their piety and 
(10-95 1 


goodness, when that term was almos 


serve, and entertained a criminal de- hundred and twenty years to repent; 


sire for the offspring of Cain, called 


nay, to magnify the riches of his 


1 
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zeal for the worship of che true God. Upon the Whole, 
the design of the historian, is evidently to shew that che 
children of Seth contrafted an alliance with dhe daughters 
| of Grin, and joined n be univeral corupton of . 
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them. 
But at length SEEN the Lord: saw 


5 that mankind were so universally cor- 
rupted, that they despised his forbear- | 
Historian; And this is the faſhion. in 
| which thou alt make it; the length 


-ance; and persisted in their wicked- 


ness in spite of all that could be done 
ts reclaim} them; he made known to of 
his servant Noah, his aweful determi- 
nation to involve them, and the earth 
they inhabited, in one general de- 
struttion by a flood of water. Accord- 


ing therefore to his gracious design 


towards Noah and his family, whom 
in his wise providence. he had 


ted to replenish the depopulated 


5 — God warned him to make an 
Ark, or large vessel, to contain 
his family and some of all creatures; 

for seven days hence, (says he,) / wall 
cauſe it to rain forty days rr 82 

nights upon the ab 
11 hes had repented, and mw kar 
the Le their God, to his service 
and worship, there is good grounds 
to believe their vould have 


been reversed, even as Mincvaſ was | 
| stinft came to Noah; who placed 


them according to their size and na- 
ture in the ark, having already pro- 
vided for their subsistence. Hav. 
ing thus obeyed the divine direction, 
the pious Patriarch entered the Ark 


in whie 


saved by the turning of its inhabit- 


ants to the Lord, atxke preathing of 
15 his servant Jonah. 

In ͤabedience to che divine com- 
mand, Noah set about the arduous 
work, which he finished 

7 cording to God's direction, before the 
| rain Ga to 7285 OS deengreatly 


cisely ac- 
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| 2 Arti. "The Ark Was. 
bottomed tomed vessel, resembling a chest; the words translated 


Gopher Wood is variously rendered; by some plained 


_ dvards, cedar- 
| __ þ, by xome tetragonal rie by others MY . 
Ws, b Jeus way equal to 
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and the height 0 | 
| wendgw ſhalt thou male to the Ark, 
and in a cubit ſhalt thou feniſh 
and the doar of the Art, ſtalt thou ſet 
an the: ſi de thereof, with lower Jes 5 
and third ſtories ſhalt thou mate it. 
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expired he gave them a second warn- 
wo umwilli to My 
; 2 If ee TY Flesh he would establish his ane g 
1 with him. | 
The form and 1 of ths 95 

ack are best described by | 


encouraged by a an assurance from his 
Maker, that though he destroyed all 


the sacred 


of the Ark fhall be three hundred Cz) 
cunts, the breadth of it fifty cubits, 
2 e 7 


it above; 


The necessary preparations bein; 
"ir made, God commanded 


and his family to come into che Ark, 


and to take in with him every living | 
Creature; but with distinction in re- 
Spett to their quality. Of clean beasts, 
time | he was to take them in by sevens, the 
male and the female, that is three pair 


of each, and the Seventh for sacritice; 


but of unclean © two, the una | 
and his female. 8 | 


These creatures, as it were, by: Sin 


with his family; in the six hundredtb 
year of his age, and « on (a) che- even- 
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hundred en,. feet long, ninety-· one "IF | 
and hfty-four feet high; so that it was wisely adapted io 


ite design, which was to rave-2/remnant of al creatures on 


the ſace of the;eanth.” 
eee e 7 of th econ woah that 
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OF THE HOLY BIBLE. 5 
ing prospect to Noah, who had been 
confined a whole year (for so long the 
waters continued over the earth) and 


teenth day of the second month the 

face of things began to wear a gloomy 
aspect, and threaten some dreadful 
judgement. The windows or cata- 
ras of Heaven were opened, and the 


Earth was overspread with a dread- 
ful inundation. In vain did sinful 


mortals seek for shelter, or endeavour 


by climbing to shelter themselves 


from the common ruin, for moun- 


tains and vallies were soon alike, and 


every refuge was banished their sight. 
Forty days and nights did it rain with- 


out inter mission, when the ark began 
to float and was lifted up above the 


earth. A dismal scene now appeared; 


the earth with all its beautiful variety 


of nature and art was now no more; 


es remained but a watery desart 
abounding with wrecks of men and 


things, all of which (the inhabitants 


of the Ark excepted) were over- 


 whelmed in the dreadful inundation. 


The Almighty having thus avenged 
himself of a sinful world, began now 
to entertain benevolent thoughts to- 
wards his reserved inhabitants of the 
Ark; and mindful of the covenant he 


made with his servant Noah, caused 
à wind to blow, which drove back the 


waters, and left the earth dry. 


The first token which Noah dis- 


covered of the cessation of the flood, 


was the resting of the Ark upon the 


mountains of (6) ARARAT. This 
was about the beginning of October, 
and about the middle of December 
following the tops of the mountains 
appeared. The smallest appearance 
of any thing substantial was a pleas- 


i 
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(6) Ararat. There are various 0 inions concerning 
- the situation of mount Ararat ; but the most general as 
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well as agreeable to reason, is that it was near the mickile 
of Armenia. | We: 


n 


beheld nothing around him but wa- 
ter; but at the same time wisely think- 


ing, that though the tops of the moun - 
tains were visible, the vallies were 
even then overflowed, he patiently 


waited forty days longer: when open- 
ing the window of the Ark he let fly 


a Raven, in order to learn whether 


the waters were dried. Encouraged 
by the absence of the Raven seven 


days; he let fly a Dove, which, find- 
ing no resting place, returned to its 


old habitation. Seven days afterwards 
the Patriarch sent out the same bird, 
which returned with an olive-branch, 
a happy certainty that the waters 
were removed from the 
the olive-tree stood. ER 

Still determined not tobe too hasty 


he remained in the Ark seven days 
more, and then sent out the Dove a 
third time; and as she did not return, 
he prepared for his exit out of the 
Ark. Nevertheless, though he made 
the necessary preparations, mindful 
of God's direction, he ventured not 


forth, till fifty five days afterwards, 
in order that the earth might be dry 
for his reception. : © 


Accordingly, he went out of the 


Ark, on God's positive command, 


on the twenty-seventh day of the se- 
cond. month; so that as before ob- 
served, there was an exact solar year, 


from the time in which the rain be- 
gan to descend, to that in which Noah 
and his familycame out of the Ark with 
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into it. This was about the begin- 


dure; and there was abundance of pa- 
tures, that had been so long confined 
in the Ark, as well as afforded all that 


no sooner set his foot on dry land, 


his gratitude for the mighty deliver- 
ance he had wrought f | 

his family, whom he had reserved for 

| replenishing the depopulated world. 


rity of his intention; and God was 

not only by establishing his former 

- . covenant with Noah (and in him with 
his posterity) but 1 assured 
him, that he woulc 

- e of his heart was evil from 


race of creatures any more. 


nota, © — — 8 == 
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p * by * p 
« — 2 8 4 


bequest of universal possession and 
dominion of the new earth: the 


.  dered though, as such translation makes God approve of 


remark; for as the Almighty in his wisdom might be sup- 
posed to perceive that mankind would ever retain the in- 
Todo of the fall, he might be supposed to reason thus: 


2 4 


all the living creatures he had taken 


ning of the month of May, when na- 
ture appears in her bloom and ver- 


sture for the refreshment of the crea- 
could contribute to the use and de- 
light of the sons of men: Noah, had 


than he eretted an Altar unto the 
God of his salvation, as a token of. 


for him and 
The incense offered by the pious 
Patriarch, came up to the Lord with 
a sweet smelling savour, from the pu- 


pleased to signify his approbation, 


no more curse the 
ground for man sake, (c) for the ima- 


is youth, nor extirpate the whole 


> Dl unto Noah 
and his posterity, is renewed by the 


ad / 1 
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Some commentators think that for, should be ren- 


evil actions: but we cannot discern the propriety of this 
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Flood was the forfeiture and penalty 
for non-allegiance ; whereas by this 
' renewal of lease or tenure, the curse 
on man's old territory was fully ac- 
accomplished, and man made a free 


| tenant again, the Almighty reserved 


to himself the conditional clause of 
service and obedience from the date 
of the Flood. OG OBO HO: WH 
| © Accordingly God pronounced his 
Hlessing upon Noah and his children, 
commanded them to multiply, and 
fill the earth; and, whereas they had 
formerly taken no other food than 
vegetables, they were now, after the - 
flood, permitted to eat flesh, but 
particularly injoined to abstain from 
the blood, and flesh strangled from 
which the blood had not been drawn; 
lest the human race, like the bestial, 
should eat creatures alive; that is, the 
blood as well as the flesh. But tho? 
the supreme Governor of the uni- 
verse, permitted them to kill ani- 
mals, for their food and sustenance, 
he most golemnly forbade them to 
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* 


shed the blood of man; deelaring 5 


that 1 human blood, should ö 
be retaliated by the same; whoſo 
ſfeddethi man's blood, by man fhalt 


Having thus wonderfully restored |} his blood be ſhed. God then pro- 
the order of things to its proper state; 
the blessing pronounced unt 


ceeded to ratify the covenant he had 
made with Noah not to destroy the 
world and its inhabitants any more 
by water; and to give him assurance 
of the promise, placed the (d) rain- 


As experience proves that man from his youth is prone 
to evil, as sin is interwoven with his nature, I will not any 
| more thus punish sin, but suffer the order of things to con- 
unue, reserving their punishment for a future state. 
(4) Rainbow. The Jews, ſaith a learned writer, 


. 


when they see the Rainbow, bless God for being mindful | 
OE no ET ge | 5 OE! 
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his labour, and unapprized of the in- 
toxicating quality of the juice, he 
drank too freely, through the heat of 
the weather, and, being overcome 


bow as a token in the clouds. 7 /et 
my bord in the cloud; a bow unstring- 
ed, a bow hanging in the cloud, an 
emblem of the Divine favour, that 


he would not suddenly shoot forth the 


arrows of implacable wrath, though 
provoked in the highest degree. 
Though the old world was destroyed 
for the wickedness of its inhabitants; 
and the new world might be expected 
to have been filled with people of a 
better disposition; as in the ark there 
were unclean as well as clean beasts; 
so in the family of righteous Noah, 
there was a wicked Cham, as well as 
a pious S hem and Fapheth. 
Accordingly there was one of the 


three sons of Noah, who were pre- 
served in the ark to people the unin- 
habited world, that, by his wicked-. 


ness, not only brought upon himself 
the curse of his father, but the ven- 


geance of the Almighty; and instead 


of propagating a race of pious child- 


ren, was father of an untoward ge- 


neration that felt the 
of Divine wrath. 5 : 

This arose from the first palpable 
token of human degeneracy after the 
. deluge.” Noah, having received the 
establishment of God's covenant, and 
a command to multiply and replenish 
the earth, assiduously applied himself 
to agriculture, and in the course of 
his labours planted a vineyard. Na. 


severest strokes 


turally desirous of tasting the fruit of 


of — 


of his covenant and faithful in his promise: but they have 
no right to appropriate that to themselves, for it was made 
to all the human race, the Jews not being a distintt body 
of people till seven hundred years afterwards. 

(e) Canaan, That is all the descendants of Cham, as 
well as himself, for Canaan was the son of Cham. 
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ridiculed his Situation, 
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lar 
| Canaan, @ ſervant of ſervants ſhall* 
Ne be to 2 aire With e | 
. warmth didche applaud and bless the 
pious behaviour of his sons Sem 
and Japheth (/) Bleſſed be the Lord 
God of Shem, God ſſiall enlarge u- 


thereby, laid down to sleep in his 


tent; where, by the ruffling of the 
wind, or the discomposure of his 
body, he was uncoveted in that part, 


which nature teaches us to conceal. 


In this posture he was found by his 
son Cham, who, instead of covering 
his father's nakedness and concealing 


his shame, exposed his weakness and 
But his bro- 


thers, endued with filial 0 and 


moved at the profligate behaviour of 
Cham, and the indecent posture of 
their aged parent, went and fetched 
a garment, and looking the contrary | 
way, to avoid the disgusting sight, 
covered his nakedness. When Noah 
recovered from the stupe faction, into 
which the wine had thrown him, and 
vas informed of his younger sons 
flagrant neglect of duty; he uttered 
a curse implying that Cham's viola- 
tion of filial duty would be retaliated: 
upon him, in the wretchedness and 
degeneracy of his children, particu 
T the race of Cain; Curſed be (e) 
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Cf) Bleſſed, &c. This bleseing had its effect, 
for the worship of the true God, continued in the 
race of Shem, and Japheth became very rich and 

powerful; an instance of the duty, children owe. their 
parents, and that they should cover their faults, rand - 
not expose them. . | * 
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 Bheth, and he ſhall dwell in the tents | power of ambition over the minds of 


flood three hundred and fifty years, 


and paid the debt of nature at the 


age of nine hundred and fifty. The 


sacred historian mentions no other 


children of Noah than these three, 


from each of whom descended a nu- 
merous race, which in process of 


time peopled the whole earth. 


CAP. Ii. Wi 


mortals now. presents itself to our 
view; for those new inhabitants had 


not long taken possession of their re- 


spective places of abode, before they 
determined to render their name fa- 
mous among future generations, by 


mand their admiration. To effect 
this, they agreed to build a strong 


| city, and a tower of such monstrous 


height, that its summit should reach 
up to heaven. From its intended 
height, many have been led to think, 
that their design of erecting it arose 


some monument that might com- 


. only from ambition, but also 
- FUSION. OF TONGUES. BIRTH AvD from fear, lest they might be over- 
"CALLING OF ABRAM. FIRST BAT. -whelmed, by a second de uge. What- | 
TIE. ABRAM RESCUES LOT. CIR: | Ever was the motive, we are assured 
_. » CUMCISION INSTITUTED. GOD'S PRO. oy the sacred historian, that they set 
MISE IS RENEWED TO ABRAM, WHO, | about the wild project, undismayed;* 
Is NOW CALLED ABRAHAM. - | by the difficulty of the work, and 
; „„ i; began to make the materials, such as 


"PHERE was as yet but one lan- | brick, and a cement of slimy clay in- 


4 guage used and known through- 


out the world; but the sons of men 


greatly multiplying, they extended 


their habitations far and wide. Their 


chief place of residence is supposed 


to have been at the foot of the moun- 
tains of. Armenia, but they now 

spread themselves so far as Syria, 
and bending their course westward, 


some of them took their residence in 


the land of Shinar, situated on the 


banks of the Tigris, and comprehend- 


FE ing the country of Eden, which was 


afterwards called Chaldea. 


A 


"- ER” 
* * 6 
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(8) And fo nothing will be reſtrained from them, &c. 


The meaning of this expression is, according to the best 


© _ commentators, their hearts are now zo hardened, and 50 


% 


striking instance of the early gin to do, (g. and now nothing will 


stead of mortar. They went on some 
time with the work; but the omni- 
scient Jehovah observed their doings, 
knew the pride and wickedness of 


their hearts, and determined to stop 


them in their sinful career, in order 
to shew them, that weak mortals can 
never escape the power and justice of 
——. 98 
When the Creator beheld the pride 
and vanity of these his creatures, he 
thus expostulates with himself, be- 

hold the people is one, and they have 
all one language, and this they be- 


rdless are they of any dependence on bet they | 


* pi 


re 
| g will believe themselves omnipotent, and set at defiance my 


* justice. 7 # 1 25 
e 8 
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have imagined to do. Go to, let us 
go down, and there confound their 
languoge, that they may not under- 


tand one:another's speech, The Al- | | 
_of the family of Japheth. . 


mighty having thus resolved by the 
"exertion of a miraculous power to 


frustrate the towering hopes of these 
aspiring mortals;/s0 confounded their 
_ . tongues, that a universal Jargon: en- 


sued, and the different dialects caused 
such a distraction of thought, that 


ing known to each other their re- 


spective ideas; nothing prevailed but 


confusion and disorder, and they were 
thus forced to desist from their un- 
dertaking. By this awful stroke of 
divine justice, they were not only de- 

Pprived of the power to proceed on 
their intended plan, but of one of the 
greatest pleasures of a social being, 
mutual converse, and agreeable. in- 
tercourse. We are not to suppose, 
that each individual had a peculiar 
dialect or language, but only the se- 


veral tribes or families, (computed 


to be seventy) who therefore dis- 


persed, those of one language going 


one hy and those of another lan- 
guage bending their course another 
Way. Two wise ends were answered 


by divine Providence, in this scatter- 
ing abroad an united people; the first 
was the ee of a wicked. de- 


sign, and the second, a more speed 


and general increase of the inhabi- 


tants of the earth. The building 
which they began to erect, was called 


Babel, or Confusion, from the judg- 
ment that attended their rash and 


wes ep undertaking. 


* 


fainted from them, which they 


incapable of understanding, or mak- 7 EF: 
first year after that memorable. pe- 


he family of the three sons of : 


b - . 5 c Wo Wy 5 . is 
Noah, being thus scattered abroad 


upon the face of the earth, they set- 
tled in different parts of the world; 

some in Asia, some in Africa, and 
some in Europe, particularly those 


* 


The Confusion of Tongues and 


dispersion of the family of Noah, 


happened just an hundred and one 
years after the flood, as is evident 


from the birth of Peleg, the son of 


Eber, who was great grandson to 
Shem, and born in the hundredth and 


riod. 8 . 1 
The vise disposer of all events, 


having thus severely chastised the 


folly and presumption of mankind, 
and scattered them abroad over the 


face of the earth, that, disunited, they 


might not again attempt such com- 


| plicated wickedness, as that of nr 
tending with his power, and qde _ 
stioning his truth, now reveals a dawn _ 


of his glorious design of choosing to 


| himself a peculiar people, which | 
should constitute the churchof God, 


the company of the faithful in all 
ages that shquld endure for ever. 
This was the birth of Abram, on 


which account the inspired penmann 
gives a very precise account of the 


genealogy of Terah, one of the. de- 
scendants of Shem, because Terah 


was the father of Abram, afterwards x 


called Abraham, Who was honoured 


by God wich being father of the faith- 


ful, or worshippers of the true God; 


though Terah his father was an ido- 


later, according to. the testimony "of 


Joſhua, chap. xxiv. ver. 2. 


Now Terah had three sons, Haran, 
Nahor, and Abram, who: was the 
| En, | youngest ;- 


. ä n 
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einge . the een 7 h) died | 
before his father, leaving behind him 


one son, named Lot, and two daugh- 


ters, Milcah and Lseab; the latter of . 
which was married to Abram, and 
called by the Jews Sara for her 


beauty and domestic economy 


Abram, his grandson Lot, and his 
daughter in- law Sarai, 


. ward the land of Canaan, and takin: 
uß their abode at Haran, Terah died 
there by the way, in the two hun- 
dredth and fifth year of his age. 
It is evident from the account #2 
the inspired penman, that the Al- 
mighty 
Abram, before his father's death; for, 
_ according to Gen. xxii. 1; The Lord 
nad ſaid unto Abram, &c. He had 
commanded him to leave the coun- 
"ey in which he then resided, and 
travel to a country he would shew. 
He promised to make him father of 
a mighty people, and in him to bless 
all the nations on the eartn. 
Abram stedfastly believing the di. 
vine Mg RG though he knew not 
ifficulties that might attend his 


Brew” og nor even the country in 
which he was to settle; immediately 


on the decease of his father 'Ferah, 

repared for his journey, taking with. 
oo his nephew Lot, -his wife Sarai, 
and the rest of his family, 
to go to the land which God might 


= . 7 9 05 by his strict attention 


2a p 


— 


=. 


@): Di, &c. 3 chat this . was 


the first son, of whom we have any account, that died ina a 


natural way before his father ; 1 8. this instance 292 


of ** 
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from Ur, a 
city of the Chaldeans, to journey to- 
made to him, viz. that his posterity 


1 


1 


had® revealed himself to 
fefted wich the goodness and loving- 


from Canaan, a famine happeni 
that country; taking W 


1 


| Pain, but the 
it Oak. But we 
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to the "FED coomnmand,; prove. at 
_—_ his faith and obe diene 

Accordingly he pursued his 7 008 
ney, till he arrived at the land of 
Canaan {the place appointed by the 
divine decree;) and that part of it 
which is called the 09 Oak of 


Soon after, his father Terah took | Moreh. 


On his 8 at this place, he 5 
Lord appeared to Abram again, re- 
peating the promise he had before 


should inherit the land, though he Ro 


no issue as yet, and it was still 


sessed by others; for the sacred — | 

tian writes, chat THE CA NAANITE 

WAS THEN IN THE LAND, EE 
The heart of pious Abram was of. 0 


kindness of the Lord, and in the full- 
ness of his soul he there erected an 
altar to the God of all his mercies. 


From thence he removed to a moun- 


tain on the east of Bethel and pitched 


his tent between Bethel and Hai, 
where he like wise erected an altar 
| unto: the Lord, and _ wow - | 


name of his God.- 7; 
He was soon compell led to remove 
pening in 
im there- 
fore his family, he set out on a jour- 
ney to Egypt, determining to remain 


there, till God in the course of his 
Providence should call bim thence. 


in der 1 


It appears from the following history, 
that Abram had observed, on his en- 
wy 2275 "TS 2 the 70 of : 


0 — 


— W a 


10 bal, fs This i in our prank Fe is . 
A and most other versions, has 


er . 


all ddt dre N oft the e, 
; when we come 49 ider the Oak al r | | 


their women, in point of Shape, and © | 
complexion, from those of his on 
country, and especially his wife Sa- 


ful a catastrophe 
acquainted with his jealous fear, and 
desired her to pass for his sister, in 
order to avoid the danger, and for 
her sake, be more generally respected 

in a strange country. 
Abram's fear without foundation; for 


they no sooner entered the land of 


| Egypt, than the inhabitants were caPp- 


tivated with the charms. of his wife, 
who in a short time became so cele- 


brated amongst them, that her fame 
reached the ears of the king, by 
whom she was sent for to court, and 


treated with the highest honours; and 
Abram, for calling her sister, met 


vith the kindest reception. 


I.) he interposition of divine Provi- 
dence, to preserve inviolate the ho- 
cattle in particular, Which want most 
probably arose from the late famine 
that happened there, and the great 
number of Canaanitish inhabitants, 


nour of the Patriarch, and the chast- 
ity of his wife, is very remarkable; 
for to keep in due bounds the desires 
of ( Pharaoh, and his courtiers, 
God brought upon them divers dis- 


eases, and bodily infirmities; and by 
that means caused them to suspect 


her to be a married woman. 
The king, strongly impressed by so 


* LS 


* 
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* haraoh, Ke. Pharaoh was the common 


name of dhe Egyptian kings, and was a tide of 


Nor was 
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remarkable a cireumstance, sent for 
Abram, and upbraided him with. 


spreading a false report, which might 
rai, who was remarkably beautiful: J have occasioned him to have at- 
fearing therefore she might attract | tempted the violation of his wifes 
the desire of some of the great men 
amongst them and thereby endanger 
his safety, (his fear suggesting to his 
imagination, that if they found Sarai 
was his wife they Would dispatch him, 
in order to pave the way for the en- 
joyment of her) to 3 so dread- 
e made his wife 


chastity; and in an angry tone com- 


manded him ee to depart with 


her on pain of incurring his farther - 


displeasure. However, he permitted 


him to remove without sustaining the 
least loss or detriment in his sub- 
stance, which was very considerable, 


rr received from the king very 


considerable presents, both in cattle, 


in silver, and in gold. 


Lot also had now acquired consi- 


derable property; but, as his uncle 
Abram was under a nEcessity of de- 


parting for Egypt, he accompanied 


him, not chusing to remain in a 


strange country without so valuable 


a friend and companion. 
On their departure from Egypt, 
they made towards Bethel, where 


Abram had before erected an altar to 
the Lord, and now paid his vows to 


the Most High again. 5 


* 


The families and possess ions both 5 
of Abram and Lot being greatly mul- 
 tiplied, they frequently were in want 


of sufficiency of provision, for their 


who possessed the more fertile parts 


of the land. This want of pasture- 


ground produced much dispute be 


tween the herdsmen of Abram, and 


chose of Lot, insomuch, that Abram 


a 4 1 4 
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| dighity, like that of Cafar, asumed by the Romail 
ne aka Lg 2 , « | 


fearing .. 


VE 
We”. 


) Brethren. So the Essterm nations called hose hat 


how of S 
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| 2 en) Oak of Mamre, &c. This 
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 fearingthat the contention which pre- 


vailed between their servants might 
end in a rupture between themselves, 
reasoned with bis kinsman Lot on the 
subject, mildly addressing | 
these terms; let there be no ſtrife, 1. 
pray thee, between thee and me, and 


between my herdfmen, and thy herdſ- | 


men; for ve be Brethren. 


Jo prevent any disagreeable con- 
sequence that might arise from their 
= continuance together on che same 
spot, Abram wisely proposed a sepa- 
ration, as he was convinced there 
was not sufficient accommodation for 
them both, their substance being so 
_ prodigiously increases. 

Such vas the prudenceand conde- | 
scension of Abram, that though su- 
perior in every respect to Lot, he 
humbly offers him his choice of set- 
tlement in any part that should ap- 
pear most eligible to him, and he 
| B would take the refuse; / 
thou wilt take the leſt hand, then 1 
will go to the right; or uf thou de- 
part to the right hand, then I will. 


Wien Ah. 


-- 
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sprang from one common root, though not in a direkt line, 
begotten by one and the same father. In this respekt these 


were brethren in a natural relation; as with respett to re- 3 
ligion; and the worship of the true God, they were”bre- 


thren like wise in a spiritual relation. 


3 Vell as chat of che plain of Moreh, is rendered Oak. Eu- 
febius observes that this Oak was famous in the time of 
i Conſtantine for pilgrimages, and for the anniversary Feast, 


in most Versions, as 


, 


=o 
» 


him in Ji 
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made to him before. 


thou art, northward an 
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Having separated themselves by 
mutual consent, Lot directed his 
course towards the east, and fixed his 
abode in the plain of Jordan, pitch- 
ing his tents towards Sodom, the in- 
bins of which were in those days 
notorious for the most abominable 
of- orumes. | | 


Lot had no sooner departed, than 


the Almighty, ever mindful of his 
faithful servant Abram, again called 
him, renewing the promise he had 
There is a pe- 
culiar beauty and simplicity in the 


style and manner, in which the sacred 


Historian records this gift of God to 
our father Abram. Lit up now thine 
eyes, and look from the * ꝛohẽere 
ſouthward, 
and eaſtward and weſtward. For all 
the land which thou ſeęſt, to thee will 


I give it, and to thy ſeed for ever. 


And I will make thy ſeed as the duſt 
of the earth, ſo that if a man can 


number the duſt of the earth, then 
fhall thy 


feed _ alſo be numbered, 
Ariſe, walk through the land, in 


e the length of it, and in the breadth 
Lot soon acceded to so advanta- 


of it; 
Sor 


| for 1 will give ut unto 


The Patriarch then removed his 


tent, and fixed his habitation, near 
the (m) Oak of Mamre, which is in 


Hebron, and, according to his usual 
custom whenever he pitched his tent 


—— 
CY . * r 
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which was solemnized there : that it was dizanc from, 8 
Fbron but six miles, where there were still to be seen somæ 
cottages, 


| which Abram had built near to; that Oak, and a 
Well which he had digged, and whither the Jews, Pa- 


| ans, and Christians, travelled every year, either out of 


otion-or a design to trade. Epiphanius also tells us, 


that he saw it, and carried home some of the fruit and 
wood of it; but the most probable: opinion is, that there 
were many oaks in this Pio, albough.only one h men- | 
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upon a new spot, erected an r lou 
the worship of his God. 


Soon after the removal of Abram 


to the Oak of Mamre, happened the 


first pitched battle recorded in sacred 


history. Four kings were engaged 


against five on the following occasion. 


Chedorlaomar, king of Elam, held 


five petty kings in tributarysubjettion 
to him. These, in process of time, 
desirous of throwing off the yoke, de- 
termined to unite their forces against 

Chedorlaomer, hearing of this com- 


% 


bination, in conjunction with three 


other kings, proclaimed war against 


them, in order to reduce them to their 


former subjection. A pitched battle 


ensued, and the tributary kings being 
defeated, each of them betook him 
self to flight. The kings of Sodom 


and Gomorrah, in their flight, are 
said to have fallen in the vale of Sid- 


dim, which was full of pits, contain- 
ing great quantities of slimy dirt or 
ured 
*: their 


clay. Whether they where 
to those pits, and there slain 
victorious enemies; or whether they 
betook themselves there for the sake 


of shelter is not expressed by the sa- 


cred penman; but we are informed 
that the conquerors plundered the ci- 
ties of Sodom and Gomorrah, made 
Lot, Abrams 
mongst the rest, 
POSSESSIONS: 


and seized on all his 


One of the inhabitants that escaped 


informed Abram of the defeat, and of 


insman, prisoner a- 


* . 
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| 500ner heard of what had befallen h 


kinsman, than he levied his utmost 


servants who ere fit to hear arms, 
to the amount of three hundred and 
eighteen, and accompanied by his as- 
sociates Esheol and Aner pursued the 
spoilers as far as Bam. 
Availing himself of the covert of 
the night, he put his forces into pro- 
per disposition, and attacked them on 


mence. So sudden and vigorous an 
attempt on an army fatigued with a 
late engagement, and revelling in the 
spoils of conquest, had the desired 
effect, for Abram obtained a complete 
victory. Chedorlaomer, who exacted 
the tribute from the inhabitants of 

Sodom, among the rest was slain, and 

his Whole army routed, and pursued 

by Abram's vittorious party as far as 
Hoball, Which is to the left of Damaſ 
cus. Thus did Abram rescue the per- 
son and property of his nephew Lot, 
together with his whole houschold. 
Hlaving thussignalized both his va- 
lour and fidelity, he was highly ca- 
ressed by those Whose cause he had 
80 gallantly espoused. Among the 
first was the king of Sodom, who, in 


token of the grateful sense pe retained 


ol the Patriarch important services, 
offered him as the reward of his va- 

lour the goods he had rescued, desir- 
ing him only to restore the prisoners. 
But Abram's righteous soul disdained 
to take advantage of the unfortunate: 

for, reserving to his associates that 


force to his rescue, armed all his o απln 


all quarters with the utmost vehe- 


the hapless fate of his kinsman Lot; his. 
the patriarch then dwelt at the Oak | part of the plunder, to which their 
of Mamre, with Eshcol and Aner, Services, according to the rules of 
who were brothers and associates I war, entitled them, he restored to che 


with him, The faithful Abram, 9.7 Eg both his subjects and property; 


evincing : 


22 


evineing throughout the whole of the 
Proceeding the most disinterested fi- 
-» delity, intrepid courage, and inflex- 


üble justice. The next by whom 


Abram was honoured for his lauda- 
ble conduct, was (n) Melchizedec, 
| king of Salem, who'met him on his 

return from the victory, presented hit 
with bread and wine for his refresh - 
mint, and blessed Abram, and the 

God of Abram, through whose om 


S 


mipotent arm he had gained so im- 
WW f portant a victory. 725 8 | 


* 
— 


& | 8 5 ; £ of the spoils he had taken in the ex- 
demon- 1 | 


As Abram had now acted in the 
public capacity of- a warrior, and 
might reasonably expect that the 


3 kings whom he had lately routed, 


2 =. would recruit their scattered forces, 


and prepare for a second attack, the 


Almighty, to fortify his mind against 

All fear, from the most potent princes 
of the earth; informs him in a vision, 
that he had undertaken his defence, 
aand would ever reward his faithful- 
ness: Fear not Abram, I am thy ſſield, 
aan thy exceeding greut reward. It 
appears fram the result, that, not- 
Withstanding God had promised to 
Abram that his seed should inherit 
the land; his present want of issue 
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As a return for this grateful beha- 
..._ viour, the victorious Patriarch pre- 
dented Melchizedec with a tenth part 


gave him some concern: he there- 


2 & = * 
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fore takes this opportunity of distantly 


hinting the promise; and reminding 
his — . he had not hitherto 

been pleased to bestow an heir upon 
him: but that his servant was like to 


ities which troubled his mind, tells 


| him; that not his servant, but one that 


should proceed from his own bowels 
should be his heir, and that he should 
not only have heirs from his own 
body, but a numerous progeny, 


equal in number to the stars of heaven. 


But such was the anxiety of the Pa- 
triarch, that he desired some striking 
mark of the divine promise, Tate, 


1 therefore, said the Lord, an herfer of- 


: three years old, and a ſhe-goat of three 
years old, and a ram :of three years 
old, and a turtte-doye, and a young 
Friis 2 og ⁵ ⁵ SE 


Abram obeyed the command of the 


Lord, and dividing the beasts, but not 
the birds, laid each piece upon the 
other, and when the fowls came upon 
the carcases he drove them away. 
About the time of sun-set, a deep 
sleep fell upon Abram, and he was 
seized with surprize on account of 


this prediction from the Almighty. 
| Know of a furety tat thy ſced ſhall 


be a ſtranger in à land that 15 not 


| theirs, and ſhall: ſerue them. and they 


fall aſſtict them four-lnmadred:years.. 
i 
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inherit his estate. The Lord, to clear 
up his doubts, and solve the perplex- 


And alſo that nation whomthou-ſhalt * 


* 
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: Þ Heb, vii. 3. The most rational _— is, that he was 
© * "**..coheerning the person and character of this Metchizedech. | one of the Princes of Canaan an perhaps the only one 5 5 
1 - Several of the Fathers took him for the Son of God, who.” who preserved the worship of the” True God, after all 
n appear Abram in the form of 'a man; but how could around him were sunk into the groszest idolatry, - His | 
ite Son of God be a type bf himself, as the Apoſlle : 
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4 * * 


name in Hebrew signifies King of Peace, but ome an- 


R. oy * 
_ - , L » 4 4 1 . 1 . . 
=. plainly tells us, Melchizedec was a type of Christ. | cient copies have it peaceful King. 
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| she found that she had conceived, se 
began to behave insolently towards 
her mistress, who was much affected 
with the scorn and ingratitude of an 
| 5% to Whose e 7 

a 


ſerve will judge, and afterward ſhall 
they come out with great fubſtance, 
And thou ſhalt gotothy father in peace, 
thou ſhalt be buried in a good old 
age, but in the fourth generation they 
ball come frither again, for the ini- 
quity of the Amorites 2s not yet full. 


Jo give him assurance of the ex- 


act accomplishment of this promise, 
God caused a smoaking furnace and 
a burning lamp to appear, (o) which 
passed between the divided pieces of 
flesh. Thus was the Almighty pleased 


to ratify his covenant with his chosen 


people; and having instructed Abram | 


their father in the various fortunes of 
his descendants, particularly marks 
out the bounds of the promised land, 
and reckons up the several nations 


that inhabited it. Unto. thy ſeed have 


I given this land from the river of 
Egypt, &c. Gen. xv. 18, 19, &c. 
 Sarat being now stricken in years 
and having waited the fulf 
the divine promise about the space of 
ten years, insomuch that she began 
to despair from the course of nature 
of raising up seed to her husband, im- 
portuned him to take her handmaid 
Hagar to be his () concubinary. 
wife, hoping that she might conceive 
by him, 151 it would be a means of 
perpetuating their family, and pro- 
moting the accomplishment of the 


* 8 7 


divine promise. 


- Abram, at the solicitation of Sarai, 


took Hagar to his bed 3 and, when 
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; (0) The Hebrew word signi fies to divide or cut 
asunder, and the same word is used for a covenant, allud- 
ing to Christ the mediator of the Ne Covenant, Who Was 
cut off for his people. | | 
And as almost every 
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fulfilment of 


thing in the Old 'Toxtament in- 
' typical of the Gospel, God took this method, to point out 


8 „ 
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solely contributed; and there- 


might not a little encourage her in 
the same. But the honest Patriarch, 


ak. 


| the maid 1s in thy hand ; 


intimating that his. fondness of ber 


just in all his dealings, and true to 


. 


* „. . 


resigns her to her disposal Befold, 


it pleaſeth thee. * 


resented the injury she had sustained; 
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her mistress, than to avoid her seve- 
rity, she fled away and bent her course 
towards her native country. 


ment, and rest her limbs wearied with 
travelling. Here she was accosted by 
a 3 messenger, who, to im- 

Yress her mind with a due sense of 
525 former station and duty, empha- 
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stability of his covenant, 


1 - 
: 


| wives were deemed lawful, and their offspring legitimate, 
| but in all other respetis they were inferior to the first and 


affairs 


fore warmly expostulates with her 
husband on the unworthy treatment 
she had met with from her.handmaid, 


every alliance, would by no means 
countenance the least mark of disre- 
' Spe in Hagar towards her mistress; 
and, to avoid every suspicion, wholly . 


do to her as 


for, no sooner was Hagar thus deli- 
. vered up to the will and pleasure of 


: tically calls her, Sarai's maid; intima- 
ting thereby, that though she was ad- 


7 
x - 


» 
+ <> 


vas 


8 


Me find from the result, that Sarai 


to him the future «ufferings of Christ, and the exile : 
(2) In concubmage, We par or subord nate n | 


I = — 


In her journey through the desarts 
she stopped at a fountain of water in | 
order to partake of its coolingrefresh- _ 
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indispensibly subject to the will of | couraged by the heavenly messenger, 

her mistress as ever, and therefore | she returned to her former service, 

highly culpable in neglecting the obe- submitted herself to her mistress, and 
dlence she still owed her. l was kindly received. _ | 


— 8 0 


When the Angel enquired of her | In due time she was delivered of 0 


mitted to her masters bed, she was as] Being thus admonished and en- 


0 


the cause of her departure, and the | a son, whom Abram, according to 
place ef her destiny, she informed. | the Angel's direction, called Ishmael. 
| bit chat She fled from the face of her Abram being now eighty-six years 
- angered mistress; upon which, with- old, it pleased God, lest in his ex- 
out making any farther remarks, he | treme joy he should deem the child of 
. commanded her immediately to re- | his handmaid, the earnest of the fulfil- 
turn to her master's house, and to. | ment of the great promises that God 
her former obedience to her mistress. | had made him, to defer the blessing 
However, to encourage her in the | 2 thirteen years longer; for when 
pfosecution of her duty, he assured | he was ninety- nine years old, the 
her, that her seed should be exceed- Lord appeared unto him, and thus 
ingly multiplied: and, to cenvince | spake: I am the Almighty God; walt 
her of the divinity of his mission, before me, and be thou perfect, and 
not only acquainted her, that he | wil! make my Covenant between me 
knew of her conception, Which was | and thee, and will mutiply thee ex- 
not yet discoverable to the sight, but. | ceedrngly. Struck with the solemn, 
gave her. precise direftions, with re- | yet gracious address, the patriarch 
= _»_ spett to the naming of the child she | fell prostrate before his God, when 
Ds p; co dec a Circumstance of: the Lord was pleased to resume his 
great consequence, and one of the discourse > and, as a farther confir- 
Principal superstitions of the . mation of the respect he bore unto 
ane, Thou halt call his name Ish- | him, changed his name from Abram 


mal, beeauſe the Lord hath heard | to (q) Abraham. _ INE 
-_— MERE. A... ..:. [ sd ratify the covenant thus so- 


It appears, that though Hagar was] lemnly made, God was pleased to 
aan Egyptian, she had imbibed from | institute the rite; of circumcision, as 
bra justnotions ok the true God, | a seal or pledge of the same, com- 
aud of the worship due to him from | manding that every male child, of 
- his creatures, as well as the immedi- ] sight days old, whether born in the 
gate interposition of his providence | house, or Oe with money, should 
on particular occasions, Br the well be circumcised in the fore skin of his 
e called, Brera hat roi, that is, flesh, on pain of being cut off from 
dee well of the lromg vifion, or the | the covenant, and deemed an alien 
well of ham that eln and Jeeth me. from the common-wealth of Israel. 


a 


„ Tre they were concubines, neither had they afterwards, + new name, Abraham, signifies, a Father of a great multi- 
but were in every respett subject to their mistresses. + tude, as he certainly was, according to the divine promise, 


, Abrams. Signifiesthe father of a family ; but his | Gen, xvii. 5. a Father of many nations have I made tee. 
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or chief of my family only; but Sarah signifies, 
or chief of multitudes, according to Gen, xvii, 16. She 
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Accordingly, Abraham took his 


son Ishmael, and all that were bought 
with his money, even every male in 
his house, the very 57 in which God 
commanded him, and performed on 


them the rite of cireumcision. | 
Having changed the name of 


Abram into that of Abraham, it 


seemed meet unto divine wisdom, to 
change the name of his wife from ( 
Sarat to Sarah, promising at the 
same time by her to raise up seed to 
kis faithful $ervant;” 9G s 099 


ABRAHAM ENTERTAINS THREE | AN. 
- GELS. INTERCEDES WITH GOD IN 
' BEHALF OF SODOM AND GOMORRAH. 


+. DREADFUL . JUDGMENT , INFLICTED 


ON LOT'S WIFE. DESTRUCTION OF 


 SODOM. AND GOMORRAH. LOT'S IN. 


CEST. BIRTH. -OF ISAAC, AND RE- 
 JECTION OF HAGAR AND ISHMAEL, 
ABRAHAM's COVENANT WITH ABI- 
| MELECH. . ABRAHAM OFFERS UP HIS 
SON ISAAC AT THE DIVINE COM- 
MAND. eee 


— 


OT-withstanding the exceedin 
Joy which Abraham W eirel 
from the promise of an heir from the 
body of his wife Sarah; his parental 
affection for Ishmael, his first-born, 
and suspicion that on the birth of a 
child by a free-woman, he might be 


deprived of that descended from the 


bond-woman, caused him most cor- 
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(7 Sarai. The word Sarai, signifies, my princess, 
rincess 
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| As for Iſhmael, I have heard tee, 


5 - > | > 4 
| ply him exceedingly ; twelve pronges © 
| ſhall he beget, and I will make ham . 


| As the patriarch was ons 


those times, rost from his seat, ran to - 
meet them ant sluted them by bow- - 
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dially to cry out, O that Ihmaet _ 
might live before thee! © SY, 
| The Lord, therefore in his infinite 
goodness soon cleared up his doubt, 
and to prevent his thinking that t 
mael had any ſhare in the covenuannt 
established between them, assured 
him; that is wife Sarah should con- 
ceive and bare him a son, 3 
whose loins the promise should be 
fulfilled, though at the same time ge 
had favourable respect unto Ishmael. _ 


| behold I have bleſſed him and watt 


| make him fruitful, and will multi- 15 


„ great nat. 
But farther, to strengthèn his fait 3 
in God's promise, the precise time of 
which Sarah should bear à som is 
mentioned, Which was the very nekkt 
year; and lest he should admit 
the least doubt of the precise accom . 
plishment of the long desired event, 

| God appeared to him in a different 
shape, as a farther co ert 
the truth of his word. 
Ay at his 


tent door, for the benefit of * — 
he espied three persons, Whom nme 
took for men coming towards him 
and, according td the custom or 
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ing himself towards the ground. 
the descendants of Adam, Hable to 
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e and therefore desirous of re · 
freshment, he importunes them to 
stay and partake of whatever his ha- 
bitation afforded, before 1 Ran, 

ü sued their journey. 

On their accepting il nition, 
necessary Preparations were made 
for their entertainment, at which the 
Patriarch attended in person. In the 
course of their conversation, one of 

them enquired concerning his wife, 
and on his informing him, that she 
* was in the tent, to his surprize and 
24g tonishment thus bespoke him, 7 


will certainhy return unbo Ber, accord. 
ing to the time of life, and lo Sarah, 
r wife, ſhall have, a fon.” By this 
Abraham was convinced beyond 


Aaͤoubt, that these three visitants were 
5 h messengers from heaven, and that 
done of them was the peculiar repre- 
_ __ gentative of the Almighty, - Sarah 
had listened attentively to the dis- 


course that passed between her hus- | 
"ants from fifty to ten; 


band, and his strange guests; but 

fy considering the advanced age both 
of herself and her husband, she re- 
garded nt their prediction, esteem- 

ing the 
tber than the infallible promise of 
the God of Truth and Omnipotence, 
and even laughed within herself at 
the improbability of such an event. 
Tho' this impious behaviour was se- 


verely reprimanded by the divine mes- 


Senger, yet she denied that she had 
laughed; till it was positively fixed 
upon her. in these words, 26x; LEY 


thou didſi laugh. 
This finished the converse, mA 


. prepared to depart, and the 
Patriarch, finding they intended to 
19 towards e them 


* 4 l 


Y COMPL TE HISTORY 


the two angels departed and 


| cede for that wicked city. 


common order of nature ra- g 
of the Faithful, who returned home 


abundantly satisfied with such pecu- 
liar tokens of the divine love. 
other two guests, who set out from 
the tent of Abraham, pursued their 
journey towards Sodom, and arrived 
there in the evening. Righteous Lot, 
vho sat in the gate of the City, hastily Z 
rose up to meet them, and, having sa- 


— 


— 


on their way, As they journied to- 
gether, God was pleased to manifest 
his peculiar regard to Abraham in 


. foretelling the dreadful judgment he 


intended to inflict upon Sodom, 


which 1 instance of his kindness was 


founded upon an assurance that Abra- 


ham would command not only his 
children, but his houshold after him, | 


to perse vere in the true 1 5 and wor- 


ship of God. 


While the Loud: was, relativg bs 
design upon the city of abomination, 
ro- 
ceeded towards the same; but Abra- 


ham continued in converse with the 


Lord, and even ventured from an as- 
surance of the divine favour to inter- 
Imagin- 
ing the supreme and equitable Judge 


of the earth would do right; the Pa- 


triarch mediates for Sodom, in six 
petitionary eee e 8 
supposed number of pious inhabit- 
that even on 


their account the 8 would with- 


draw his avenging rod and avert the 
impending danger: This request was 


ranted by his Creator to the Father 


The 


luted them in the usual manner, in- 


vited them to refresh and repose 
1 themselves that night with him. 


The benevolence and hospitality 


ol Lot are remarkable in the impor- 
N * 8 . tunities | 
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tumities which he used to the Angels, 


especially as he was then settled 


among a people, who were insolent 


on account of their wealth, void of 


humanity towards men, or piety to- 


wards God, strangers to hospitality, 


and lost to every principle of good- 


ness. Amidst this sink of vice Lot 
remained untainted, and seems to 


have rivalled the hospitality of his 


5 


uncle Abraham.  _ 


*- 


Such was his importunity, that the 


* 


divine messengers were prevailed 


upon to accept the invitation: but 
before they retired to rest, many of 
the vile inhabitants of that corrupted 


eity encompassed the house of Lot, 


commanding him, on pain of sustain- 

ing much damage; to bring out the 
strangers which sojourned with them, 
_ that they might (t know them. 


The poor old man at first endea- 
voured, by gentle means, to quell the 


outrage, desiring them to suffer the 


strangers to remain in his house un- 


molested; as they had committed 
themselves to his care and protection; 
nay, so great was his concern for the 
safety and honour of his guests, that 
to appease the insatiable lust of the 
Sodomites, he even made an unjusti- 
fable proffer of his two virgin daugh- 


ters, which, though undoubtedly an 
error in Lot, demonstrates how in- 
violably sacred the laws of hospitality 


were held in those days amongst the 
just and good. But the Sodomites 
were so abandoned to wickedness, 


1 2 


(t) Know, &c; That is, abuse them in that unnatu- 
ral and detestable manner, which was expressly forbidden 
in the law, Levit. xvii. 22. and there made capital, 
chapter xx. x3, This abominable practice prevailed 


* 


' OF THE HOLY BIBLE. 
and so deaf to every remonstrance 
of reason, justice, and virtue, that 


they freed him from the disagreeable 


— 


5 _ 


= * , 


: 


necessity of exposing his daughters, 


tho'he was determined not to give up 


his guests; commanding him to /tand 
back, and remain quiet, remembering 


that he was but a sojourner among 
them, and therefore not intitled to 


direct their conduct and behaviour, 


and threatening him moreover with 
very rigorous treatment, if he pre- 
sumed any farther to interrupt them. 
Finding all their threatenings inef, 
fectual, they determined to effect that 
by force, which they could not bỹʒ 
fear; and, pressing hard, attempted 
to break the door; but the divine 
messengers prevented their iniqui=# 
tous design, by pulling Lot into the 


house, shutting the door, and through 


an. exertion of supernatural power, 
bringing on the rioters a temporary 
blindness, insomuch that they de- 
parted, being rendered incapable of 


finding out the house. 


When they had an opportunity of 
conversing, without interruption, the. 
heavenly guests enquired of their host 


concerning his family, assuring him, 


that the Almighty had determined to 


destroy that abominable city; and ad- 
monishing him immediately to re- 
move from thence, with his whole 
family, and all his possessions. 
Thus warned, Lot informed those 
| who were betrothed to his daughters, 
| of the awful event, that so nearly ap- 


— 


among the Gentiles even in the tune of the Apostles; as 
we learn from Rom. i. 17. It is still called Sodomy, be- 
cause so generally practised by the people of Sodom, and 
is yet by our Engliſi laus punishable with deatu. 


proached,. 


27 


* 


* | 


* 


—_" 


. adv them. to go with 
im, and so avoid the general ruin; 


5 but they derided the counsel he gave 
them, and were involved in the com- 1 
cannot do any thing, till 23 15 = 


r destruction. 


As soon as the earliest Son of the | 
5 ensuing day appeared, the heavenly 


messengers hastened the departure of 


Lot; saying, Ariſe, take thy wife and 
thy two daughters, which are here, 
* teſt, thou be conſumed in the iniquity | 


| 2 the 4 0 
0 


The good man rather 


lingered, hoping the sentence against 


this wretched people might be re- 
1 but his delay was vain, for 


instead of ten righteous, that Abra- 


ham had capitulated for; no more 


than four, and all these 95 Lot's fa- 


mily (himself included); were ap- 
pointed to escape the dreadful judg- 
1 ment, ready to be executed on <3 
abominable race: knowing therefore 


the necessity of immediate departure; 
the Angels took him, his wife, and 


two daughters, by force, and brought 
them out of the city ; and bid them 


_ hasten for their lives, nor look back, 
nor stay upon the plain, lest they 


were condumed tb this wicked 


8 5 
et finding the mountain to hich 
"be was warned to escape was very re- 
- mote, intreated of the 1 Lak that 
they might be permitted to direct their 
course to a little adjacent city which 


Vas then called: + , Bela, but Wert 


— 
3 — — 


— ho 
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3 . This city was et 8 of one of the 


| "iis tributary kings, who foughe with the four kings, and 
were driven into the vale 


Siddim. 
(o)] Salt; &c. 


— 
53 
„ 


be Sag — r , 


. 'To anticipate the ridicule of the 
By Atheist and 'Libertine, we observe in this place; that the 
_ © Salt into which the wife of Lot was turned, was not of | 

5 the common, but 2 _ _ was hewy our 
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A COMPLETE HISTORY 
1 wards. Fear, or the LirrIE — ng 


Lot's request was granted by the An- 
gels, who commanded him to hasten 
thither, adding as an encouragement, 


come thither. 


Lot, his wife, and daughters, w A 
particularly warned from looking 
back, and enjoined by every means 
to hasten their escape; yet before 
they reached Zoar, the city of re- 


fuge, his wife, 
fatal curiosity, 
turned into a pillar of. (a Salt, and 


lone b. by some 


became a standing monument of 


God's vengeance on obstinate offend- 
ers and the flagrant disobedience of 
a positive command. Lot and his 


daughters, however, proceeded on 
their journey according to the divine 


command, and arrived at the city of 
Zoar, by sun-rise. And now the 


Almighty arm of an incensed God, | 
prepares the awful judgment ready to 
be executed. against 80 m, Go- 
EC  : 


morrah, and the rest of 
ties of the plain. Showery af liquid 
*fire instantaneously fall, and the 


guilty wretches are consumed in 3 


moment. 
1 


Act, observing the calamity of the _ 
other cities, and doubting his safety - 


in Zoar, withdrew wit his two 
daughters to the mountain nd there 
"dwelt with them in a ca 


— —_ _ FI OR * 8 apc; 


| 8 2 like bl. 0 used to , build io, FN 5 


ing to the testimony * several eminent writers, 


From 
hence. this expression has been taken in à metaphorical 


sense, as a firm and sure Covenant is called a Covenant 
of Salt, Num. xvii. 19. From the durableness of its 


nature: the word, Metallic should 38 255 Have, og 75 : 
added 1 in our translation. | 


| choly | 


oked back, was 


In this 
n happened a most melan- | 
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They both conceived from the in- 
cestuous congress; and Lot became, 


choly event, which doubtless grieved 
the righteous soul of Lot: this was 
the commission of a crime no less 


flagrant than incest; for, his two 
daughters, having lost their husbands 


in the destruction of Sodom, and de- 


thought the late conflagration 
uman 


had extended to the whole 


race, excepting their own family) 


agreed upon a scheme to seduce their 


innocent father, in order to preserve | 
Whatever 
might be their motive, it is a melan- 
choly truth, that they had a most 


the race of mankind. - 


wicked and unnatural design upon 
their father, and as they knew. from 
his virtuous disposition, that so lon 
as he retained his reason, they enn 
not obtain the same; they resolved 


to draw him in to drink insensibly; 
till his sense was impaired, though 


not his strength. _ | | 
_- Thegldest daughter, who was most 
forwan d in pfomoting the impious 


design, persuaded the old man, under 
pretence of recruiting his spirits after 
the late alarming eircumstance, to 


drink till he became stupified, and 
having put him to rest, went to bed to 
him, where having perpetrated the 
borrid incest, she rose again, without 
the old man's perceiving when she 
arose and when she lay down. 


be following night, the youngest 


daughter, at the example and insti- 
gation of her sister, committed the 
same detestable offence, and arose in 


the same manner, unperceived by her 


father. 


3 of having any others (for 
t 


— 


„ 


Abimelech. as hoe of Egypt were called by chat of Pharaoh. 


n 
* 


from the vicious plot of his children, 


both father and grand-father, to the 
shameful progeny : but justly shock- 


ed at the unnatural and sinful com- 
merce, we do not find that he so much 
as gave them a name; for they were 
named by the mothers, (a very un- 


common practice in those days] the 


eldest daughter called her son Moab, 


and the youngest named her's Bem- 
ammi : they both proved, in process 
of time, inveterate enemies to the 
particularly the race of the 


raelites, 
former. „ 7 8 
As sacred history is silent, after 


this black circumstance, coneraing. 4 
* 


the transactions of Lot, we proceed 
to consider the peculiar dealings of 


Providence with that eminent serv- 
ant of God, Abraham.  - 


The pious Patriarch abode in 
Mamre, till he had been eye-witness 
to the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah; after which awtul - dis- 
pensation of divine Providence, he 
removed f | 
ward, and took up his abode in Ge- 
rar, the chief city of Paleſtine. 


| Here the Patriarch had recourse to 
che same policy, which he practised 


before, and an agreement passed be- 


| tween. him and his wife, that they 
should call each brother and sister. 
The (x) king of Gerar, supposin 
that was the alliance between them, 
caused Sarah to be taken from Abra- 
ham, intending to take her for his 


concubine; but the Almighty warned 
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him in a dream from committing the 
iniquitous act, by assuring him that 
death would be the penalty of takin 
to his bed a woman whose dünbes | 
d 
Abi melech alledged in vindication 


vf his design, that Abraham had given 


bout, that the woman was his sister, 
and sending for the Patriarch, repri- 
manded him very severely for im- 

posing on him, who had treated him 


with the kindest offices of friendship. | y 


Abraham plainly told him, he made 
the report to save his life, fearing he 
might be slain for the sake of his wife, 
though he had not lied in the same, 
for she was the daughter of his fa- 
ther, though not of his mother. As 
Abimelech had experienced the di- 
vine interposition in the behalf of 
Abraham, his anger soon subsided; 
and, to assure the Patriarch of the 
continuance of his favour, he re- 
Stored to him his wife, with very va- 
luable presents, and gave him full 
liberty of settling in any part of his 


A COMPLETE HISTORY 


+ 
a 
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with a kind of impotence but now, ; 


country he 5 choose as the most 


= - - agreea le residen cee | wit 


from sinful commerce with Sarah by 
a dream, but also by affhtting him 


at the intercession of Abraham, his 


| health and fertility were happily re- 
ee ͤ ( 

The long 
now fulfilled h 
who was blessed with the sight of an 


ex pected promise was 
to the waiting Patriarch, 


heir from the body of Sarah his wife, 


though they were both advanced in 


ears. 5 * ET, d 
Whatever eternal truth hath said, 


Almighty power is concerned to ex- 


ecute: God had said it, and behold! 
Sarah is delivered of a son, who is 
called by his father according to 
former directions (z) Jſaac, and, in 


obedience to the divine command, 
eircumcised when he was eight days 


It is difficult to conceive the joy of ca 


the aged pair on this auspicious 


event; greatly did they rejoicę in ex- 
periencing that the prbmises df God 


were all Yea, and Amen. Now 


might Sarah laugh with joy, and not 


distrust as She had done before. 


Hle like wise did peculiar honour As the birth of Isaac was cause of ex- 


to Sarah in these words: Behold I 
have given to thy Brother a thouſand 
preces of filver ; behold liè is to thee 

à covering of the eyes unto all that 
" are with thee ; and with all other : 


Good had not only awed the king 


2 * 


2 
_ * : 


, Reproued. There is here a most flagrant error in 
5 our translation. The word rendered reproved, never 
= + has that meaning; but signifies to search ot enquire into a 
thing, till it is cleared, and 110 beyond a doubt. Besides 


— — 


= 5 8 . Reproof, in this case, would have been very absurd, for 


hn had alorady juatiied' Sah. | It zhould there- | 


heir. 


ceeding consolation to Sarah, so on 


the other hand, it could not fail of 
being matter of disgust to Jo wt _— 
ler | 


who from the advanced age of 


mistress had most probably flattered BE 
herself, that her son should be 
honoured with being her masters 


£ 


* Et HAT * 


\ Py £ — f 


ts * W * 


— 


fore be rendered juſtified; the design of Abimelech, by 


his bounty, being to juxtify Sarah's virtue, it being the | 


custom in those days, to confirm the truth of any thing 
that had been doubtful by presents, seg Gen. xxi. and xxx. 
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| (=) Hlaac, this word signifies Langhter, | _, 
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The mother and son could not long | went herself and sat down at a consi- 
stifle the resentment of so affecting a | derable distance, that she might not 
_ disappointment ; for soon after Isaac | behold the dying pangs of her beloved 
was weaned, his mother detected Ish- | Ishmael. 8 F 
mael in mocking him, or treating him A melancholy scene ensued; the 
with derision and ridicule. Incensed | feeble tongue of the child begged re- 
that so flagrant an insult should be | lief from the tender mother whose 
offered her son by the child of a bond- woes were doubled by the want of 
woman, Sarah importuned her hus- power; his pressing demands could 
band to turn Hagar and her son out | only be answered by her gushing tears, 
of his habitation, intimating that the | and they had no other prospett before 
son of a slave had no title to heir-ship, | them than despair and death. But 
which solely belongedto her son Isaac. | the ears of boundless mercy are ever 
The goodold Patriarch was brought | open to the cries of distress ; and the 
to a very intricate situation, and from | hand of bounty is ever ready to di- 
the love he bore to Ishmael undeter-: | spense aid to the indigent ; for in this 
mined. how to proceed; but that gra- most desperate situation, the Lord 
cionus God who had directed him in | heard, the Lord pitied, the Lord re- 
every important case, soon confirmed | lieved. A cheering promise was given 
his resolution. Let it not be grievous | to the fainting handmaid and a well 
1m thy fight, becauſe of. the lad, and | of water supplied for the refreshment - . 


» 


becauſe of thy bond- woman; in all that | of the expiring child. 


1 8 
- 7 * 


Sarah hath ſaid unto thee,  hearken | The mother and son afterwards 
unto Rer.vazce,. for in Jſaac ſhall thy | took up their abode in the wilderness  _ 
Jeed be-onitede.. And alſo of the Jon | of: Paran, where the Lord blessed 
of the bond-woman will [make a na- | them; and Ishmael, becoming an ex, 
tron, becauſe he 1s of thy ſcedl. _} pert archer, furnished both himself 
Thus determined by the divine ap- and mother with necessary provisions. 
pointment, Hagar once more be- When he arrived to years of maturity, 
comes a wanderer, nor could the fond- his mother, being an Egyptian, took 
ness of Abraham for her son Ishmael | him a wife out of her native country. 
prevent her fate; it was the Lords] Abraham, having received so many . | 
command, nor durst the Patriarch re- ſtokens of respect at the hands of - 
fuse to obey, but, having supplied her | Abimelech, accepts of the invitation 
with some bread and a bottle of wa- | to reside in his country; and the king 
ter, he dismissed her, and she wan- | observing the success with which it 
dered about in the deserts of Beer- pleased God to crown all the under- 
shebdta. + | takings of the pious Patriarch, who . 
When her bottle was empty, and now became very powerſul; and fear- n 
she had long rambled in vain, seeking ing lest, in future time, his influence 
wWoater in a parched country to allay should become so great as to endan- 
the thirst 61 her Sen child, she ger the security of his crown, at the 
| placed him at the foot of a tree, and |. instigation of Phicol, the General f 
Ee oh e | „% al 
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all his forces, he entered into a league 


of friendship with Abraham. 

The treaty being made and con- 

_ firmed by an oath, and a difference 
eomposed concerning a well of water, 
which Abraham had digged, and Abi- 


melech's servants without the know- 


ledge: of their master, had forcibly: 
seized (but now, on the Patriarch's 


complaint was restored to him); Abra- 


ham, as a token of friendship, pre- 


sented some sheep and oxen to Abi- 


melech, who, with his General, took 


leave and returned to his court, while 


_ the Patriarch planted a (a) Grove, in 
Beer-sheba and called on the name 


of the Lord, the everlasting God. 
The Lord, in his wise providenee 
had already, in divers instances, and 


on many occasions, put Abraham's 
faith and obedience to the test; but 


now he tries him in the tenderest 


5 point, A point in which every tie of 


parental affection bound him, and to 


; give up which, required a degree of 


resignation, uncommon to the best of 


men. le is required, by his God, to 


© 8acrifice his son, to imbrue his hands 


Ishmael was now to him no more; 
he had parted with him at the divine 

command, and transferred his affec- | 
tion wholly to Baac; and this son, 
this only son, who had been given 


in the blood of a darling child. 


a 


him by divine promise, and the ground 


ol his future expeQation, must fall a 
Victim, by the unalterable decree of 


A 


{a) Grove. Though this grove was planted from force 


of euttomi'and example, it being the universal praflice' of 


due heathensto plant groves, and 
_- andaltars; yet Abraham | 
called on the name of the Lord, the everlasting Gold. 


therein set up their idols 


1 
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followed not their idolatry, but 


a 


Severe trial to human nature! But 


design of his pious an 


heaven. Hard task to flesh and blood! 


if the flesh shuddered, the spirit was 
resolute; God commands, the Pa- 

„ nt EHIOT G19 
Without hesitation or the least de- 
lay, he rose early in the morning, and 
proceeded towards the place ap- 

pointed by the Lord, which was the 
land of (e) Moriah, accompanied only 

by his son Isaac, and attended by two 
Servants, who led an ass, that carried 


the provisions, together with the wood. 
instruments, and other things neces- 
sary for the sacrifice. On the third 
days journey, they came within sight 
of the place; when Abraham ordered 
his servants to stop with the ass, while 
he and the lad went in further to wer- 


* 


to them again. A 
Theharmless Isaac, ignorant of the 
affectionate 

parent, went on cheerfully with him 
and the good old Patriarch, relying 


ship; which done, they would return 


on the faithfulness of the divine pro- 


mise, overcame the strugglings of na- 


1 tural affection, that might 1ave retard- 
ed his compliance with the will of God, 
and proceeded with a resolution wor- 
thy the Father of the Faithful. . 


Thus advanced the father and son 


to execute a most awful injunction; 
but, as they approached the appointed 
place, the lad, observing that a lamb 
the most essential requisite for the sa- 
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(9) Moriak- That is the Land of Vision, according 


Lo 


w 2 


— 
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to many interpreters, and shews that the words of our 


Lord, No Abraham saw my day,“ alludes to chis extraordi-· | 


8. * „ 


4 


quired 


the resignation of Isaac, that the ima- 


3 of his 8 Ji 
Lamb. for a burnt: offering ; This en- 
quiry could not but touch the affec- 
 Honate parent in the most tender 
part, as it at once indicated the inno-— 
cence and piety of the child: Never- 
theless, behold. 5 reliance even yet 
on the faithfulness of an immutable . 
God] {My ſon, God will provide him 


I x Alf, 4 Lamb for the. Burnt-offering. | 


Being now arrived at the place of 
= whtichs od had told him, he built an [| 
altar, and having prepared the in- 
sStruments, and laid the . in or- 
der, embraced his son, and then 
bound him. The sacred Historian, 
like a great painter, had drawn a veil 


over the sorrows of Abraham, and 


gination of the reader might paint 

to him more forcibly, the stru Ales of 
the parent and the agonies of the son, 
than words can possibly express. 


ere was the | 


1 


| of his faith and fear. And the Angel. 


Heaven, and ſaid, Abrahatn, Abra- 
ham; and he ſaid here am J. And 


Ae aid, La 1 _ thine hand upon the 
6 


2 neither do thou any thing unto 
et God, ſeeing thou haſt not withheld _ 
thy © Tv only ſon from me. 

The .obedient Patriarch, had n 
sooner taken off his eyes fromthe r 
though intended victim, than he be- 
held a ram.caught in a thicket by his 


tute of Providence; e mmedately 
took and offered for a burnt-olfering, 
instead of his beloved son. 
On this infallible token of Abra- 
an” 8 obedience, the Lord Was pleased 
to renew his gracious promise to him 
with enlarged. abundance,. and even 
to confirm the same by a most so- 
lemn oath: N el have 1 {worn,. 


+ Isaac was at this period about twenty-. 1 1 
five year of age, and his father en- Having thus rw to the di. 


feebled with years; his resignation 


therefore must certainly. have been |, vincing testimony of the diving ap- 


1 (e) voluntary. 75 105 
_ Every 61 I, now made, | 
X Abraham stretched forth his hand. to 


* 


4 Fine the finishing stroke to the life of 
1 


his child; when, behold! God is sa- 
_ - tisfied with the faith and obedience of } 
the father, and the piety and resigna- 


4 


tion of the son; a heavenly messen- 


| 57 r 1s dispatched to avert the fatal 
low, and to assure the Patriareb, . 


probation; Abraham and his son re- 
turned to his servants, and they went 
joy fully together to. Beer-Sheba, the 
| place of his residence; whither, . 
his arrival, he was Saluted, with, The 
welcome news of the increase of his 
Family; for Milcah, the wife of his 


who. was ate — to 4 . son 


Ane. " 


chat God had accepted this: a& of | 


335 . as the n e 1 
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r Who n er lad-down his life 2 
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of the Lord called unto im out of 


tam ; for now Thnow that thou fear-. 


horns, which, as the gracious. substi- 


1 vine will, and received A most Con- 


brother Nahor, had bern Rebecca, 


1 > BP 781 ; 
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 CHASES, A BURIAL-PLACE. PROCURES : 
REBECCA” AS WIFE FOR HIS SON . 


ISAAC, DEATH OF ABRAHAM, ' BIRTH | 
OE ESAU AND JACOB. ESU SELLS | 
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IE Sacred Historian f is int | 


_» 4 with: respect to the time that 
EX 8 bode at Beer-sheba ; but 
 _ Informs us, that he aftefwards resided 


at HKirjath-arba, where he buried his 
| was worth (2) four hundred shekels, 

a sum beneath the consideration fa 

man of such immense property, and 


wife Sarah, ho paid the debt of na- 

ture, in the hundred and twenty. se- 
venth year- of her age. 

Having 


4 COM * ETE HISTORY 


Aàͥ bell him the cave of Macpeläh 


the Prince to fix a 


observed the fulgral cere- | 


| monies for his wife, he applied to the 


(d) Hittites for a place to bury his 


Dead. The Hittites paying a defe- 
rence to the Patriarch, who was a 


mighty man, and highly favoured by 


Providence, gave him the choice of 
their sepulchres for that re in the presence of a great 
people, DT the field was 
the fa- 
- bowing himself to the peo- 


* 


. pl od ot 


vour, b 
ple of the land; but, as his race was | 
a peculiar. z1eration, distinguished 


I 


therefore 1 it was not lawful for them 
to mix with any other, he proposed 


5 buy a piece of ground for a sepa- 
rate sepulchre for him and his famuly, 


| and ne n them to intreat 3 


1 


8 


(ay: e Hittites were e den ; 


Hlech, che zon of Canaan, and grandson of Ham, whom 


| Noah had curacd; aud ten poexexed that country. 
2 Four hundred Skekels, &c. This amounted to 


9 e e = 


- * is 


conveyed to him n 


| — inpee on the eler 2 


Epron, the prince of the coꝝ is 
, offer- 
ing for it's utmost value. *s 
- Applicationbeing made to Ephron, | 
he generously offered the Patriarch 


not only the Cave, but the whole 


field, as a e Abraham 


acknowledged the bounty of the of. 
fer; but, as he had ever acted on a 
principle of strict justice, he desired 
rice upon the 
field; and that on such condition he 
would take possession of it for the 


| purpose proposed. 


The 


prince, finding the 88 
thus resolved, told him the 


round . 


therefore desired he would imme- 


diately apply 1 it to his use in in 


his dea 
Abraham being told the price, im- 
mediately (/ Ywerghed the money to 


Ephron, Tour: hundred Shekels, 8) 


current money with the merchant, 

number of . 
thereupon | 
to the 
eustom of those times) and his heirs 
for ever; and then, and not till . 


| did the Patriarch bury: his wife. 
by God from all other nations, and 


As Abraham was now AQockew fa 
age, being near an hundred and forty 
years old, he became naturally de- 
Sirous' of Seeing his son married and 


settled, before his departure out o 
* e life. - Ropes: 


n 


42 The money m_—— became at tht cime as 5 
was invented 


ee money with the Merchant; this 8 
base metal was mixed with it, * artifice or 


called 


- 


16 an injunktion | 
began to reason to this effect, © If the | 


wan 32 freed Fan Ie 

taken, as well as deemed t to 22 dis-, 

charges, his whole duy, 
e 


matter With his. master, set out with 
a number of attendants: and camels, 
agreeable to the 9 of his business 


and the 2 nity of the person Who 
dispatched im, . travelled till he ar- 
N at Mesopc tamia, and then, 18. 


* . - — E / 2 
2 $ 4 1 RY $4 ; : " . 
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5 — IG py ar "3 8 
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= 4 e R Es 2 1 
ye oath among the Hebrews, and all the Ogental N 1 


a (#) lem 'oa 


and take a 1 2 unto Isaac of his own. | : 


kindred. 1 _ Sf 
The servant, 8 receive | SO sg: 
rom his master, 


woman refuse to follow me into the | 
land of Canaan, must I return, and 
fetch thy Son to her! b The Patriarch, 


| immediately. resolves in the. negative, 
as no consideration could prevail up- 
on him to suffer his son to return to 


a land, which he himself 7 left. On 


At + 


setvant having thus' $ettledal * bs 


e to the sacred 1 was for the person who 


EA. 3 


2 Holy 181k. 


called to 8. an old and trusty er- 
vant, and, having exacted from him | 
. laid strict charge 
upon him, that he would not take a 
wife for his son of the daughters of 1 
the Canaanites; and enjoined him to | 
go to his own. (Abraham's) country. 


; 
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| paired to Haran, the city of his mas- 
ter's. brother Nahor ; having doubt- 
less heard that Milcah his master's 
 wite's sister, Nahor's wife, had born 


him several children, one of which 
named Bethuel, had a ee called 


* : 


1 Repxcca. 


had, i — 


The servant arriving ai Hazen in the 
. caused his camels to rest 
themselves by a well of water with- 
out the city, _ about the time, when 
the women usually came out of the 
14 city to draw water. Having been 
"educated: bytlis master in the fear of 
God, and being sensible of the im- 
portance of = 5 business in which he 
Vas, employed; the servant, before 
he proceeded a: single ste ; begs of 
the Almighty. 5 and success, 
and fearing Jest he should lay hands 
on any handmaid zuddenly, beseeches 
ok od to direct him by a sign to a 


5 8 of choice for his young 
ae, master. The desired sign was, that 


she who, at his request, et him drink 
of her pitcher, should be the person 
appointed by God, for a wife to * 
ne. TTA 

The faithful servant hand _—_— 
when chis petition was 
3 ſor he presently espied Re- 


e becca, the daughter of Bethuel co- 


ming ſrom the eity, with her pitcher 
upon her shoulder to fetch water. 
Eltezer (for that was the servants 
name) having observed that the dam 
sel was fair, and carried about her 
every token of virginity, ran to her, 


; | rms She bad. OTTER r at = 


K "7" , * — 7 — = 1 2 


owore,” 10 put 14 under th < dg the } ern 5 
u n = 


. 


8 | . 
1 2 W 
well, and 3 dravght of il $7 4 
ter ike had drawn. eee 
She e and no 


e ik IF > 


resp an =_ ory 
2 of the 1 oy 15 
With à golden xing, and WE: of 11 75 85 t &y Were reparing the Pier 
bracelets; asking, at the same time, tainment, ws 1 8 8 
Whose daughter He. asg apd Whether | any god, till he Had wo of the 
there Was room in her fathers honed Wt ture. of. his errand, a and n 
to 9 wy: and, tis Kenan that delivered his _ by telt ing 
oh 7 whe r .t0,whom. he e _ 
e _ Having. given a general ac Account 
| ok. Bis masters circumstances and si- 
| + |, WAtiOn, . 85 thus proceeded, Sarah, 


E 0e Dare, len to 9 


Dy: 


Leer, Wy hen ſhe 2 
If all be bene e 
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Aal. halt. not. takes 227 4 10 


WY ughters_. Of. th 
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sense of God's: goody thus. dis deter, «houſe, and unto my 
e guiding ba o ihe house | 2 oe GL dns 40. Re Feunto my for. - 
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40 eee th dawn: big |; ha hole | urgey; 3 EP 17 x, of 
head 2 ralupped e Say? his eting! N 
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1 ber and. — — Re. 


the immediate han 
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3 ing che e erben 
| = N Providence, the > damsel as | De ling the 
stened home, and aeg be += of. Providence giving à direct an- 
friends, with the extraordinary ei . wers ref ring im © Rebecca, who 
cumstance that had befallen her.” 1. Was then present, declaring it was 
When her brother, whose name Gods „„ therefore Said. the 
b 5 6 
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„We eas not to MOV: any thi 10 ble creation, saw his servants and ca- 
it: here is Rebecca before thee, if she mels upon the road, and went for- 
consent. take her;and let her be thy ward * meet them 
masters sons Wife The. servant [ Rebecca soon 3 bin: and 
"i N obtained the maidens con- ˖ asked Eliezer, who he was, and being 
bent, offered up his: 8 nc inſormed that it was his master, she 
ledgement to the Lord, and Eng alighted, and (i) veiled herself. Isaac 
7% rst presents to the damgel, her bo. condutted her to his mother's tent, 
tber 223 mother, he, with his men, Ahieh Was allotted for her apartment, 
refreshed themselves with what they 4 ok ber c ite, and became so ena- 
had prepared for their emertamment, , -mouredofher charms, that he ceased , 
x "arid: Went to rest. 1 "his: grief tor. the loss of his mother, 
When the family roSe in the morn-:| which had now gontinued three years. 
_ Ing, he deired them to dispatch him lgsae being thus. happily Trovided 
back to his master, being impatient e as thepeculiar gift of Pro- 
to aequaint him, with the $uccess of | vidence, .: the; antient patriarch took 
his journey. The mother and bro- || Keturaſ, ene. of his maids, to be his 2 
ther, influenced by natural affectjon, concubinaryywiſe; and by her — „ 
by desired that We might be per- | 3x: Sons, Weach of de gave ; 
1 mitted to tarry with them a days portiens in his eee ind — 
to take perbaps a last fare wel; but ent them gast - ward, that they might 
# Eliezer, like a'diligetitiand' faithful {not stand in c. With Isaa 
Steward, would brock ne delay, but {who was Free-born, fer any 2 
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, h, with the mal nsent, he | Canaan, theeed; of Isaac was 

| accordingly. IQ.” Wk Wb { de inherit... / Bid i "he. 22. 8 10 

9 5 Rebecca inumeilia wary > e topk ebenes to wiſe, when 
her journey, bel old, and lived 


1 nurse 3 ane leſs Cher maid. |; went) years with S 


— 5 

2 ing 125 hs Was 
—— 0. 2 | 
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was faithfully con 
maiden to his maxter's h 
cout, that Le in the fields 
0 meditate on the GD of the ||. 
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that one of thoſe hop 1 Fr 
ſtronger than the other: ge the e 
ſhould ſerue the younger," 

When the time of her ase ar- 
rived, she first brought forth Ban, 
who was covered with red hair; then 


followed F WHO hand held, 


Ejau's heel. 2 . 
When the b 8 s grew! u 5. Fase 7 55 t 
came fond of unting * Wt. Jace ob,. . 


being of a constitution less robust, 5 


led à more confined! life, and Pre- 
ferred his tent to the airy Plain. 
= _ Esau's situation in de ee 4 

im frequent o portunities o 8u = 
ing his — 1 venison; x 5 5 1 
estecmed before his brother; but: Ja. 
cob obtained the love f his. mother, 
being always near: at hand, and xeady. 
to do 279 _—_— Lang of service : 


1 


7 
* 
5 


; Hack Mena vile man; aud ns Nd 
ad been against every man, ane 
[every man's. hand Against him, he 

died a natural ; cath, in the presence | 
of his brethren;: having his 05 and | 
| relations about him. 2 

# The. tywo sons of Lang G's 9 grown © 


1 1b maturity, Esau one day, 1 


atly fati 


ued himself with 3 
the field, 


1 came faintiug home at 
the very instant that Jacob had pre- 
dared a mess of pottage, composed of | 
Lia kinds of vegetables, and of 
4 red colour. Esau seeing the pot- 
tages, and his spirits standing in need 
of: refreshment; desired his: brother 
that he might partake of rhe"? mess, 
1 urging. as. a motive to persuade bin 
| hin * that de was ver 
int. M4 


. kd 
* 


of | fifteen" ears; their OI i 
Abraham departed this life, þ . 
wen undred and seventy: ive yer : 
„and was. buried by his tie 
sons, Ishmael and Isaac, in the cave 5 
of Macpelah;: in the field which he 
had purchased of Ephron: the prinee 
of the Hittites, Oy 
where Sarah hi 
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Abrahams WF. on, 


= though not his heir, lived many years 
after the deatk of his father, leſt 


behind him, as Was foretold, twelve 
sons, who. were all princes of ha-, 
ps died ae the bundred 9 177 80 | 


p k — imogeni 
om annexed to it. The first born was consecrated 


1 evi ently on this 6ceasion 


in'the very 2 Es | 
| 1 : Hap considered not at that 8 he 


n k 


z decoy -xbough e gain Van, A 
e deavours 5 


to avail himself of: His brothers ne. * 
kessity; for to inflameè his desire 
morę, thoug 1207 reatly: prompted 8 
the Keeness of his ap petite, nas well 
"us; zender: Eeau fonder of the bargain 
by delays, he e 10 __ 0 dell 
%% > 
Egau, who. was bent : pon H If 


Was and TIES» og 08 or. s 


r 


. San ins, "thoogl e n * 
ner, behold, I am at ” hon % die, 
pram Jha this 547 v4 -#þ do to 
jms! of * x : ” * 5 
ech Hain him cone ds u 


* 


iN govern- | 
ed 6 Chron Xl, . and 


* 7 3 ” 
* 
J Tami Fu 
4 ee * 


to the Lord, Exod. xxii. 29. was next in honour and dig- * "third 


| 82 0 to the parents, Gen, xlix, 3. had a double 5 


or IHE Hows BIBLE. 


ass ons not rt "wah his pottage, 
pa TO alt n YE 1 
over to him his birth-right by an oath.” 
Thus needy Exav,: without hesita- 
tion,” Sold his, che with all its 
appertaining benefits, for 4 simple 
mess of pottage, Which action the 


39 
his father had done in Egypt, and 


from the same motive; for, fearing 
that the charms of his wife Rebecca 
might captivate the men of that 
country, and thereby endanger his 
salety, he caused her to pass for his 
sister, a title very common in those 
days among kindred of every degree. 
t the disguise was soon detected, 


'  8acred historian calls de 5 60 ing. — 24 
; Ws 6m e ee 25 
591% j ot cr. v : BRL Hig 7 8 | 97 
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W FROM BEE] RSHEBA 10 


GERAN ENTERS INTO A COVENANT 


WITH ABIMELECH:.+JACOB;OBTAINS..[ 


IHE BLESSING FROM HIS. FATHER, 
- INSTEAD*OF ESA. ELEES FROM: His 
, BROTHER'S; REVENGE: AT THE 8 1 


Vs oF einn e 


| ook ap. bis bode. 25 7 

Sheba, . the residence of his father 

ANNE Wy A, famine which hap- 
d 1 80 IN: Dat bi” 


4 
obS 


Self Which Wray to 1 the Lord 
in a vision charges him by no means 
to go inig Egypt, "but purzue the dis 
vine deen a assuring him on thage'] 
terms of his peculiar favour and 
blessing, and that in his descendants 
he would panQually fulfil the oath he 
bad Worn 25 his father Abraham, by 
causing . to increase and 
multip d making. them the in- 


| for Abimelech (that is the king) had 5 


observed such freedoms between 


could be no other We than 
that of man and wife. He therefore 
sent for Isaae, and severely repri- 


impose — the people, confidently 


F 
Was his wiſe. 


did it to save his life: neventheleoce - 


| the” king blamed him for laying a 


| trmptation! before him and his peo- 
ple, saying, Mat ic this thou haſt 
Lone zarte ms? one of the people might. 
hl Ravel lain ruth thy wife, and 


 thotk ie e brought guid(tineſs 


He chen gave the strictest 


uon us. 
de to his 


The 


[ | ta Or to l WIE ö 

1 1 received r 7 = 
the royal, sanction and patronage, 

sage applied himself to husbandry, 


ö 


NN © conveying the. en im- 
portant good to mankins. 
According to God's: e 
Isaac directed his course to the eoun- 
try of the Philistines, and fixed his 
habitation in Gerar, Wwhither on his 


| arrival he Hed the 2 4 


3 $ 


in Which it pleased God to render 


1 him remarkablysuecessful; insomuch 


that in process of time, he became 


1 so wealthy and powerful, as to excite 


of the principal inhabitants 
+of- Geras, The success of Isaac 
+ however was soon the cause of his 

” hun bk - fel departure; 


them; as inclined Him to think, there 


manded him for: endeavouring to 
om what he had seen ant A 
© Tsaacthus pe: got 


1 40 disprove the charge, but urged i in 
indication of his condutt, that he 


people in general, to 
giving We least offence ee ; 


* 
* 


0 
departure; for the king 8 net 


and favourites, in order to give him 


offence, ordered the wells to be filled 


up, that his fither's 'zefvants' had ] 


digged; which together with the ad- 
vice of the king, Who Was not free 
from jealousy on his account, de- 


termined him to withdraw to some 


other place. To avoid every cause 


of suspicion in the king, as Well as 


secure his property, Isaac withdrew 
to the valley of Gerar, and imme- 
diately employed his servants in dig- 


. filled up; and, when finished, 
_ called them by the same names as his 
father had 


covered a new well of ſine springing 
water; but a dispute arising between 
some neighbouring herdsmen and 
— s people, the former Claiming 
the wel To und upon their ground, 


the latter at the command of their 


master quitted it; but called it e 
etuate the 


or Contention, to perp 

uarrel, which was occasloned by its 
Fin Be Isaac's servants then dig. 
ged another well, Which also excited 


contention, and was therefore; called. 


' Sitnah, or Hatred. 
Disapproving a situation amongst 


met contentious and envious people, 


the Patriarch removed from amongst 
them, and digged another well, of 
which he kept peaceable ion, 
and therefore called, it Rehobath, or 
free space, because his flock had now 


room to feed at large, and range the | 


country in search of the best pasture: 
Go now, said he, the Lord hath made | 
room for us, * "we chalk be afl 
8 in ne (oma 


the wells, which the Philistines 19 


given them. In the course 


of their labour, the servants dis- | | 
treatment he had received 3 A1 His 


Nat l | 


rn [ty 6 


as ali. 


* * 


4 
1 


LR. 


4 


F But . ch not long upon this 
- for he soon returned to Beer- 


8 


he, where on the very night of his 


which repeated instance of the divine 


and determining with God's blessing 


SErVants to 
dry and hot countries being a very 
va uable commodity . 


servants, as well as fearing, 
| ay 2 resentment, 
8 most prudent to avoid 

ble, b endeavouring to bring him 
into a league af friendship with him; 
taking therefore with him two o 


Isaac to Beer-sheba, in or 
him respect and honour; 525 

*To remind the king that he still 
retained a sense of the injuries he had 


—_ 


| demanding 
| of him the'cause of . a person 
to whom by his conduct and be- 


aversion? 


and desirous of rags 


- ment of the Patriarch, told him, that 


1 
: 5 cause of desiring to be on terms 


of friendship with him arose from 


ty 


a certain assurance, that the Lord had 


4 Isaac had not 
| long resided here, before Abimelech, _ 
| touched with a sense of the injury he 
had done him, and the non 5 


nis 
chief friends and subjects, he went 21 
er to pay | 


formerly done him, the Patriarch re- 
| ceived his visit but cooly, 


arrival, it pleased God to renew the 
promise he had made to him and his 
seed for the sake of faithful Abra- 
ham: in grateful acknowledgment of 


goodness, he built an altar there, 
called upon the name of the Lord, 


to tarry there some time, ordered his 
a well; water in those 


| haviour he had long discovered an : 


1 


Abimelech, ctlcivida of . erer . 
the resent - 


2 4 
„3 


* assert his _— assu- 


ring | 


"MA e * b 


_ 


f THE HOLY BIBLE 


' ring retained an esteem for him, and 
; Wor trier his address, with a very 
- - honourable appellation; thou art now, 
| ek the blefſed of the Lord. 


bo tion entertained Abimelech anc his 
attendants with great Tiberality; and, 
the ensuing morning, the king and 
the Patriarch entered into a cove- 
nant of friendship, ratified'the same 
by a solemn and mutual oath, and 
they parted from each other With 
much peace and respect. Idaae had 
no sooner dismissed Abimelech than ] 


* at the same time, that he 


Isaac being of a Pesveable dis ,08i.” W 2 


41 


son Esau, for whom he always enter- 
tained a partial regard, and remind- 
ing him of his advanced years, and 
| the uncertainty .of his life, desired 
him to take his bow and quiver, kill 
some venison, and make him savory 
meat, that his spirits might be re- 
freshed, and his mind properly dis- 
| posed for, giving him that solemn 
blessing, which pious parents in those 
days always bestowed upon their 
children, and which was held sacred, 

pas a re of their future _ 
Spekity. 

| Rebecca Heard ko had) pas. | 
sed between Esau and his father, 


that they had found water, 1 
A Poa called-i it Seba. =” 
A cireumstance AG app 

i which. ,sorely grieved the Patriarc 
'F od his wife-Rebeces : 'Efau; who hat 


on 
stinate temper, at the age of forty 
ears, took two wifes fuditu and 
 Behemath; from amon hes daugh- 
ters of the Mittites though he could 
| _nothurhe sensible of the caution! his 
_ pious grandfather always took o 
e his father from mar: rying 
Into, that idolatrous family, yet deln 
Was the power of natural affection 
0 with Isaac, that, awayedby an over 
ſondness ſox a disobedient and rebel. 
lious son, he, would have preferred 
the order of nature to the wille 
God, who had expressly detlartd 
before Eſau and Jacob were born, 
that the; elder should serve the A- 
younger; ; but Providnace disappoint- J 
ed his purposes, in order to projucte” 4 
its on wise and gracious ror. 
irt 


his servant came and informed him, 
who she well knew preferred him to 


1 Jacob; and determined. if possible to 
1 


T-nounced on her youngest son. 
g discovered a perverse and obe 


prive him, of the intended blessing, 
and by stratagem cause it to be pro- 
T0. 
elfect this, she called Jacob, ac- 
uainted bim with the design of his 


N 


5 * ather to p pronounce. his solemn bles- 


ing on his brother, and having en- 
ene him to a punktual obedience 
to. Whatever * should command, 
Bade him go- immediately to the 
ek, and fetch. from thence two 
Kids ofthe 1 wy with them, said 
she, 1. will, make ſavoury meat for 
"thy father, ſuch as he loyeth ; _ 7 
Has Malt bing it to th y father, that 


Being now an hundred and 
8e even * old, * * to him bis | 


he ent, ans that hen ma ble 3 ag 
1 his death. | 4g 22 
cdu njunction, 
lest Hs father should YL 7s oh I 
and instead of a blessing, should pro- 
nounce upon him a curse. His re- 
luctance was increased by. this addi- 
tional reflection; that as Esau was 
remarkable hairy, and he remarkable 
smooth, 


* 


25 venison 80 


* *. 
2 
7 
— 1 N 
5 — * 
R's. 
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smooth; his uber d to supply the de- þ 
fect of sight might handle him, and 
thereby discover the cheat: he chere 
fore mentioned this circumstance as 
a farther ground of objection; but. 
his mother determined on her pur- 
poses, takes upon herself whatever. 
might result from the same, (, upon. 
me be thy' Curſe my Son, only obey: 
| my voꝛce and go fetch me them. 
At length assured of his mother's 
extraordinary affection for him, he 
delayed not, but went immediately 
and brought the kids, of Which his 
mother made savoury meat, such as 
she knew her husband loved. The 
food thus prepared, she put upon 
re, Esau's best attire; and covered 
his hands and neck with the skins of 
the kids, and presenting him with the 
+. 8avoury: meat sent him with it to his 
father Isaac. As soon as he entered, 
the good old man enquired of him 
who he was? Jacob replied, I am 
Esau thy (m 12 have punc- 
tually obeyed your command, arise, 
and eat of 4 e that thy soul 
may bless me. The old man sur- 


— 


A courLETE HISTORY | 


desired him to approach, that he 


Wy his son Esau. ; | 
Jacob accordingly came near, and 
this aged father when he had felt his 


Skin of a kid; 


The voice is Jacob's voice, but the 
Sands: are the hands. of Eau.” | 


on the veracity of his son, he put the 
question to him more strongly; art 
tou my very jon Eſauꝰ Jacob an- 
swered as falsely as. readily, I am; 
and the 
tisfied t 


The sa voury meat was accordingly 
rouge, and Isaac having eat thereof, 
Fund drank of the wine, with which 


come near and kiss him, which when 


my {on 


prised at the paste with Which his 
desire was executed, enquired of him 
how it came to pass that he found the 
e uickly ? Jacob replied, 
eu A it to me; 


ry oth 2 
"#5 : . 


"9. AL „ 


e oy 


2 3 
> SY ry 5 "OY. 2 


et Seer t Date bike 


” J Upon me; N 


' which Esau had sold with his birch-right, and which God i. 
had designed for Jacob from the beginning; whence she | 
thought it her ws to deceive Isaac into an action, which 
he ought to have one voluntan : and therefore takes the 2 


Whole curse up 


: +" 25 1 are not sufficient to excuse E the 2 
former having increased his crime by affirming an absolute 


| these words, ce hi 1 Ce 
| 5s as the fell g fle 7 


| wh the 
Lord hath” bleſſe 45 


by nya God 


9 


3 


2 


* 
8 2 


A 3he whole-hent 11 * of Wan + MER nch in is 
a that Jacob had a just title to the first Mans, 4 gy ; 


ever 3 3d at the, Ame time admire the im- 
partial ity the 5: sacre «writings in which-the very "ble- 
mishes and-t insgresSions of those Who ike the 1 8 


en ' 4 are recoT ed for our instru tion. 


„ 


eee or eee bf bis beben, But 


r is offered as mere opinion. 


less 


18 15 T am m Eſau thy Po born, &c. We should ypon 


Ve Wye Ge, In those hot countries, showers being 


but still Isaac diffident of his person, 


might feel and thereby be assured 
whether or not he was Aae and 3 


Fa 4 old man being now sa- 
t he was indeed his son 
Esau, bade him bring the venison, that 
he might carthereof,-and bless him. : 


his son furnished hit, called him to 


ive thee o the 15 Dero , Heaven 
La Sas 8 hed Wes a RATA and 


hands, which were covered with the : 
could not determine ; 


whether it was Esau or Jacob, dis- 
covering his doubt in these words; 


At 
length however, being obliged to rely 


* 


Jacob had done, he, blessed him in 


OF THE HOLY BIBLE, 43 23 
even me, alſo, O my Father, and 


plenty of corn and wine. Let people 
ſerve thee and nations bow down to 
thee; be lord over thy brethren, and 
let thy mother's ſons bow down to thee, 
"Curſed be every one that curſeth thee, ' 
and bleſſed be he that bleſſeth thee. 
Jacob had no. sooner received the 
blessing from his father and was gone 
from his presence, than Esau came in, 
bringing the venison prepared for 
him to'eat, and saying, let ny father 
ariſe and eat of his ſon's veniſon, 
that thy foul may bleſs me. Isaac 
confounded at the circumstance, has- 
tily asked, who he was? and when 
Esau replied, that he was his son, 
even his first born Esau; he was seiz- 
ed with a sudden trembling, and with 
astonished countenance; asked, d 
and where was he that had brought 


venison into him of Which he had at ion on the life of he 
beloved 7 acquainted him with 


eaten before he came and blessed 
him; and to give a-farther sanction 
to the transaction, he added; yea, and 
he ſhall be bleſſed,” . When the disap- 
. F Esau heard these words of 
his father, he exclaimed in the bitter - 
ness of his soul, Bleſs me, even me 
alfo, Q my Father. His father in ex- 
cuse told him, that his brother by a 
stratagem had got the blessing from 
bin,, nodes Br 
sau then remonstrated'on the in- 
justice of the proceeding, Having first 
taken away his birth- right, and then 
the blessing of his father; but pa- 
ihetically asked, if hie had not in re. 
serve a blessing for him; e ; 
the importunaie requesty}B 


th 


& 4a 


o 


ha 


1 
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less frequent than with us, the morning and evening 


the horrid design, | 
| betake him hastily to her brother La- 


her pro 


wept most bitterly. 


1 0 CI 


The good old 


order to appease his troubled mind a 
little, said to him, behold thy d wel- 


ling. ſhall. be the fatneſs of the earth, 


and of the deu o Heaven from above; 
and by thy ſword ſhalt thou live, and 
ſktalt ferve thy brother, and it ſhalt 


come to paſs; when thou ſhalt have 
te dominion, that thou GK break. 


his: yoke from off thy neck. But this 
address availed not, for Esau con- 
ceived a. most implacable hatred 
against his brother Jacob, for de- 


| priving him of the important blessing, 
and determined as soon as his father 


* £ 


should die, to slay him. 


Rebecca being informed of Esaus 


— 


desperate resolution on the life of her 
design, and advised him to 


ban at Haran, and there remain till 
his brother's: fury might be somewhat 
abated, assuring him that she would 
particularly observe the same, and 


send him word when he might return 


with safety. Jacob, who ever lis- 
tened tO, and obeyed the counsel of 


his mother, was ready to comply with 


sal, but was not willing to 


SMC, : | 
N 


depart before he had obtained his 
father's consent, which in this case, 
he much doubted of effecting. To 
remove this difficulty therefore, Re- 
becca artfully complained of the con- 
cern, under which she laboured on 


4 * f 
- 2 | "RY 


ac and produce that plenty for which the country 


was $0. remarkable, . _ 


dews were of -the utmost importance to. Tefresh the 


r 


* 


r ie 5. ccount 


| man moved with 
compassion for his unhappy son, in 


2 928 A C IMPLE E HISTORY 
account of Egau's taking wives from | . ä 5 | 
; among wy e 5 of the 5 — TE: bo RO IR TL IIS 85 
insinvatibg her fear, lest Jacob should | © © 
follow has ext TE 1 5 h Isaac 4 "I > 3 char vi. 1 
; understood not the drift of this com- Þ Jaco: 8 OY AND 1 VOW. age | 
- az yet being a pious man, and [ 1s ENTERTAINED BY LABAN. COVE- | 
knowing that the promise made td © NANTETH FOR, RACHEL ; Is DECEIV- | 
his father Abraham, and renewed to] FD WITH LEAH, Bur AT LENGTH 
bim, was to be fulfilled in Jacob's MARRIES RACHEL ALSO. RACHEL IS 
Assue; and being very anxious that he | :- CONCERNED ON | ACCOUNT! OF. HER 
might not corrupt his blood by inter- -BARRENNESS, AND AT.DENGTH.BLES- | 
_ marrying with idolators, Vhom God | 9 ane 3 ee +5 . 
Would destroy, called Jacob to 5 Sy OC "HIM. Snag 
5 8 and with his blessing laid on him” A BY A SCHEME. BECOMES VERY RICH. £ 
most solemn mjuction, that he should "DEPARTS. FROM. LABAN, 18, PURSUED, 
: nor! take a wile of the daughters" 67 AND TAKEN; ENTERS IN A FRESH | 
N 5 Canaan, but 0 to Pandam-aram, to ee WITH LABAN. . 15 
the house of Rethnel, his mother's fa- E ets ESRB! 3 
_ther, and take from them a wife of HE: -Honall F inted Faun N - 
the daughters of Laban; his hotliet's 1 that his ather had again fig . 
: 5 brother; and farther to enedürsge sed kis brother Jacob, and dispatched 
f him, prongunces bis AF th Cod; bum to Pandam-aram, with the most 
| |  Almigh Zy 1. os and 7 Solea injunction not to matry With 
ruin 75557 , that 12 any of che daughters, of Canaan, and 
thayeſt be a a 6 of 7% am, that -Jacob;: in 1e ee to bis la- 
TE ade thee the bleſſing of Abraka Ham e cher com! was departed; could 
. Thee and to thy Jeed with thee, that bot bät relleck on 125 own conduct in 
T thou yeſt iner it the: land: her Fein © taking those Hirtite Wives. T0 in- 
uon a e en , RICH Cad Fall State Himself therefore, . if * 
Ante Abraham. Teanethen e 8 ich che fayour of hi father; he went 
away bs; SON 1 and he went ven and todk to wife 5 alath, his uncle 
_ - Pandam-arany, gutes Eaban,* ac | mats, daughter: butthis produced 5 
wy; Det tO bis falle of eee ie e e Bt lde | 
oy. 7 . ra Jacob departing from Beers „ 
= = = py A of 45 5 l arcs 8 TOE: — * 
4 5 — „ | * T% Ve aki, Im et is 0 
LETT 2211 vals A 25 Er- 75 er ality having 
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* "oe" Jus COV vering, and stone Tor. 
*Dilow., While he Xlepr, - he 


r —_ tha at 1 4 FA Ider s set * 


11541 be ee nite e er a b. 


N 
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or THE HOLY- BIBLE, 


upon the i the top of Which 
reached to heaven, and the ney 
of God ascending and descen ing 
upon it. Above this ladder stood 
the Lord, who thus bespoke him; 
Tam the God of Abraham thy father, | | 
and the God of Isaac: the Land 
 whereon, thou lieſt, to thee will I grove © 
Tt, and to thy feed; andthy feed: ſhall 
be as the duſt of the earth and tou 
Jhalt ſpread abroad to the weſt, and 
to the eaſt, and to the north, and to 


the feuth; and in thee; and in thy | 


- feed, ſhall all the Families 22 the earth | 
be bleſſed. © wy 
Jacob was 80 aſſected W this 
dream, that when he awoke, he ex- 
claimed; , ſurely the Lord ts 2% n 
. this place, and I knew it nos 
As this is the first acgount in newt 
history of God's immediately appear- | 
ing to Jacob, there is reason to think 
it was the first time; for we find, it | 
struck him with a xehgion 


I ad 
TS ? 


ligious awe, and 
he said, in a holy fapture; How: 
dreadful i thies-place! this is the ] 
- houſe of God; the gate of heaven! © 

When Jacob a rose from his 257 
couch, he took the chief stone on 
: which he bad lain his head, and set 


45 


the very spot, to those who might tra- 
vel that way. 


50 oil upon it, and in token of 50 


us, to (7) Bethel. 
Before 


| m spot, he repeated in a most 


mise; and in order to bind himself 


« If God will be with me, 5 


rect me in my journ 7: 
+ me: bread to eat, an 
on, so that I return to my father's 


house; and of al 


to „ N 


which lay several flocks of sheep. 
they knew Laban, the son of Nahor ? 


it up s a monument of God's loving- | | 
kindness towards him, in conſirming 
50 solemnly the promises made io his 


— 


_ 
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* — N — 3 


inſer from this exclamation, that Jacob bad Such con- 
tratted notions of che omnipresent Jehovah, as to . 8 1 
that he was not. Present throughout, yea, bey cad all s þ 

The meaning therefore is plainly this, chat he chu "I. 


have imagined before, chat the Lord wonld- have chosen 
"that spot to manifest his peculiar and glorious presence. 1 


This sense is confirmed by ofa hs Zuttent TORO 
X ao ne; the HEINE) ET 


2 
* 3 i. 9 
N - "= i „ 
; 


1 Sade the Lord," 2 e EN: no. N * 


Duri ring his dixcourse v with the hep. 


— — 
25 Ou; Ge. We lind FE? several ancient writers 
be this ceremony was used in consecrating things to a 
; divine use; and that among the heathens every stone that 
had eee this kite, Was extcemed as divine and honoured 


"with adoration.” 


e, Bethel, that is dee how of "God, ben Bern 
2 a house, and ay. God" 


f 4 N ES 7 


* 3.% 


d 
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Having set up che stone, he poured 


remarkable a display of divine love, 
changed the name of the place from 


e 8 from this 1 me- 
solemn manner part of the divine pro- 


more strongly to the service of God 
made a vow, saying to this Pur ort, 


r 
raiment to put 


house in peace, then Shall the Lord 
be my God: and this stone which I 
Ba ve et up ag a pillar, shall be God's 

Tias thou halt give 
me, I Will el) * the tenth un- 


The pious traveller- 7 8 per- ] 
| formed a_golemn yow unto the Lord 
proceeded on his journey, till he 
came to the well of Haran, near 


He then enquired of the shepherds if ; 


and was informed they did; and that 
Kachel his daughter approached with 
lier flock, to Water at the well. 

| {athers; gx as a ae to NE | ; 


1 his 1 


5 N then as honourable as it is now despicable. 
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herds, the Nate arrived with her | 
: fleecy care, and Jacob, as a token 
of respeR, rolled away the stone from 
the mouth of the well, and watered- 
the sheep in her Stead ; which done, 
he pe her, wept for Joy, and told 
her who he was. 
Rachel left Jacob at the © and 
| hastened to acquaint her father with 
what had happened. The good old 


man overjoyed. at the arrival of his | 


sister's son ran out to meet him, and 
having most cordially embraced him, : 


conducted him to his house. 
casion, 


On their arrival at Fallon house 
| Jacob recounted the occasion of his 
coming from homę, and some of the 
incidents chat happened in the way, ; 
insomuch that his uncle was con- | 
vinced he left not his parents! for an) 
misdemeanor on hig art, bur stti 


Rachel, the beautiful 1 virtuous 
7 Ss) chepherdess, had already capti- 
vated his heart, and he proposed her 
as the reward of seven years service. 


proposal, and Jacob entered on his 
service most cheerfully, having an eye 


His afſection for Rachel s weet- 
Wy the servitude, as well as ren- 
dered the time apparently short; and, 


When it was expired, Jacob demanded 


Rachel to wife. Laban; on the oc- 
invited all his friends and 
"neighbours to the solemnization of the 
| nuptals ; but, desirous of retaining 
Jacob in his 8. ervice, he treated him 
unfairly; for in the evening he 
Penk Leah his other daughter, and 
brought her to: Jacob's (i) bed, instead 
of Rachel, to whom he was contracted. 


obedience to their Wi and TEC jt 
though he travelled. wacher 4 at. 4" 
. tendants. 1 
Laban, Cute 1 5 TRE account 
_ that he was under the immediate care 
and proteRtion of Providence, 40 
kno) ET him as his near relative, 
and - kindly entertained him, but 
lacob, unaccustomed to an inactive 
life, entered himself i in the business 
of his occupation, which When La- 
ban had observed, he acquainted 
him that he by no means desired his 
service for nought, and ingieted on 
his own terms. 


0 


4 
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0 Shepherdefa.. This a innocent . weful dd 4 
in those early ages, was reputed no disgrace: the greateſt + 
heroes of antiquity, the sons of kings, and kin Sunny! | 5 

.  8elves are represented as engaged in the same, Wl 


(e) It was customary in that country for he Bride, 


= emblem of 2 tobe ene yich a vel when * 


Uo l 


Po 
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When Jacob discovered the deceit 
(115 in the morning, he expostulated 
with Laban on the injustice of his 
treatment; but his uncle waved the 
affair, by observing; that it was not 


the custom of the country to give the 


younger in marriage before the elder. 


Thoug h this exduse was 8 triflin 


5 who had observed Jacobs 
Fn have for Rachel, knew he could, 


bim to any terms, and there. 


Fire demanded the same course of ser- 
vice for his young daughter; and as 


Fl a he had” the tracer reason to 4446 


4. WS 4 


8 A* —_ "* LITE 


2 * was I to the % OT; by: this means, 5 
less, Jacob was imposed on by Laban; and could not dis- 


cern that it was Leah till the next morning. 


6 It is not a little remarkable, that Jacob, who de- | 


' prived Esau of the blessing his father intended him by 
Fraud; lost what he he 
| fraud like wise. 

„ bend 


Laban immediately consented to the 


to the reward, Which in a judg- 
ment was inestimable. 7 


ET COMPLETE HISTORY 5 „„ 
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"Hans: an n 1nvaluable. blening by * 
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and rashness, 


5 hend that Jacob in resentment of the | children which: Jacob 2 have 


fraud would discard Leah, he entreat- 


ed bim to fulfil her week, promising 


on those terms to give him her also 


jn marriage. Jacob complied with the 
proposal, and then married Rachel, of | 


whom being passionately fond he 


slighted Leah. But God, compas- 


sionating the case of Leah, opened 
her womb, and restrained Rachel from 


child. bearing, insomuch that the for- 
mer bare four sons before the latter 
even conceived. The fruitfulness of 


her sister excited the envy of Rachel 


who in process of time broke off all 
family connection and became averse 


*Y 
3 


to the very sight of Lean. 
Such was her concern for her bar- 


* 


renness that it bewildered her imagi- 
nation, and in very opprobrious terme 


she vented her rage upon her husband; 


Eive me children, or elſæ I die + but 
Jacob cheekedsuch an inordinate sally 


of temper in a manner becoming a 
person of prudence and piety, in this 
short, though stinging reproof, Am J 
2ꝛn Gods flead,.. whe: hath with-held 


from thee the fruit of the womb. '« 


Rachel, thus convinced of her folly 
rash proposed a method to 
supply this detect in herself; this was 


the stratagem pursued by her grand- | 


mother Sarah, for having advised con- 


cerning the matter with her hiisband, | 
she gave him her handmaid Bz{hah | 


though in the course of things he was - 


as a concubinary wife, thinking to 


_ esteem and cherish as her own, the 


a 


Y a hd * 8 


— 


(e) The tearned- in general are ef Gpinigg that dur 
translation errs in rendering the Hebrew word Do DAIM 


Mandrakes; it being well known that the Mandrake has 
a very arte. eee smell, and nothing inviting either 
in taſte-or colour to induce a child like Reuben to pluck 


47 
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her maid. Rachel therefore, accord- 


ing to her design, when Bilhah bore 


Jacob a son, claimed him as her own, 
and called him Dan, as she did also 
a second, whom she named VNaphithali. 
But this artifice of Rachel to secure 
her husband's love was counteracted 
by Leah, who hkewise gave one of 
her maids to Jacob, and when she bore 

him a son, called his name Gap or a 
_ troop, as she did a second Aſher or 
- bleſſed. By this time Reuben, Leah's 
eldest son by Jacob, was arrived at 
years sufficient to be trusted by him- 
self, and wandering one day in the 
fields, he found some extraordinary _ 
(o] flowers, which. he brought home 
and presented to his mother. N 
Rachel was captivated with the 

sight of them, and desired her sister to 
give her part; but Leah, likewise en- 
vying Rachel from a suspicion that 
she shared too largely in her hus- 
band's affection, churlishly answered 
her request; I it a ſmall matter that 


b 


muſt take my ſon s flowers too? Ra- 
chel, having a peculiar inclination to 
the flowers, waved all harsh reply, 
and, endeavouring to win her over to 
her will by mild and 8 measures, 
proposed if she would give her some 
of the flowers, that she should enjoy 
her husband's company that night, 


* 4 


then to be the consort of Rachel. _ 


„that it could not have been the Mandrake; because the 
wheat Harvest in those hot countries is in May, and the 
fruit of this plant is not ripe till September. The word 
may be rendered deſircable flowers, for it signifies lover in 
the dual number, and cunveys an idea of delight. 


it, Beside, the time in which they were gathered proves | 


- 
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thou haſt taten my huſband, but you _ 


Deah approved of the proposal, 


made; but to make sure of the bargain, 


1 


and the agreement was accordingly 


she sent out to meet Jacob on his re- 
turn from the field, and, having told 
him the contract between herself and 
Rachel, enjoyed his company that 
night. Though he now thought she 


woas past child-bearing, she conceived 
once more, and brought forth her fifth 
son, whom she called /achar, because 


he was the product of her hire. 
Leah conceived again, and bare a 
sixth son, whom she called Zebulon, 


and at length she bare to Jacob the 
only daughter of whom we read 


Whose name was Dinaß. 
Kachel had long lamented in bit- 


4 terness of soul her want of issue: but 


at length it pleased God in his infi- 
nite goodness to herben to her peti- 


tion, grant her earnest desire, and | 


bless her with a son. Rejoieing that 


God had taken away her (&) reproach, 


J . 
Laban, sensible of the vast import- 
set three days journey apart. 


bestow on her another son, she called 

her first- born 7E. 13 
appointed time of Jacob's servitude 
being expired, he began to grow de- 

sirous of returning to his own country; 
_ and therefore reminding Laban, that 
he had fulfilled his contract, he de- 


Soon after the birth of Joseph, the 


_ _ -*sired him to deliver his wives and chil- 


-- dren, for. whom he had served him, 
„ 6 BgUt £6-46 the Habimgon of 


ance of Jacob's continuance with him, 


"endeavoured to divert him from all 
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and foretelling that the Lord would |. 


The flocks being thus separated 
8 proach. As fruitfulness was then accounted a | 
— * great blexang from that God, who sid, Incregſe and, |. 


ws, 


desire of leaving him, by assuring him 
that, since he was with him, he had 
received many peculiar tokens of the 
divine blessing; and offering him 
Whatever terms he should propose. 
But all his endeavours to keep Jacob 
in his service were in yain; he well 
knew, nor failed to tell him, that 
through the blessing of God on his 
honest and faithful labours, he had 
increased his little herd to a multitude, 
reminding him at the same time that 
it was absolutely necessary he should 
act ſor himself and make provision 
for his on family which was become 
numerous. „ nan de nated one! ; 
* Laban, still desirous of retaining 
him, pressed him hard, and once more 
offered him his own terme. 
Jacob would accept, of no stated 
wages, but proposed these condition: 
That they should pass through the 
whole flock of sheep and goats, and 
having separated all the speckled cat- 
tle from the white, the former should 
be committed to the care of Laban's 
sons and the latter to the care of Ja- 
cob; then  whatsoever | spotted or 
brown cattle should be produced out 
of the white flock, Which he was to 


keep, should be his wages. 5 — — 
Laban immediatelyconsented to the 
proposal; the flocks were accordingly _ 
Separated; and thespatted cattle were 
delivered into the.custody of Laban, 
while the rest were committed to the 


7 


care of Jacob; and to prevent any 


intercourse between them, they were 
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and committed to the care of their 


sistance of the Divine Wisdom, pur- 
sued a very extraordinary method to 


improve his own stock and atthesame 


time lessen that of Laban. He took 
rods or twigs off the green poplar, 
hazel, and +. rt trees, and, strip- 
ping off part of the rinds in strakes, 
caused some of the white to appear 
on the twigs: these twigs he placed 
in the wateringstroughs, when the 
cattle came to drink, at the time in 
which they usually engender; that, 
seeing the speckled twigs they 8 | 
conceive, and bring forth speckled 
cattle. e also took particular care 
to place the . twigs before the fattest 
_ most healthy cattle; and also to 
avoid putting any before those that 
were weak and sickly, by which wise 
procedure he not only obtained for 
himself the greater number, but the 
choicest and most valuable. 5 
Thus, in a short time, through the 


* 2 


4 8 


blessing of God, Jacob became ex- el 
ened to all that he said, e! 


ceedingly rich and powerful: but the 
extraordinary increase of his property 
exposed him to the envy of Labans 
sons and even of Laban himself, inso- 
much that they were continually mur- 
muring against him, because he had | 
raised himself to a good estate out of 
their fortunes. IT 1 
Jacob, having observed Laban's 
coolness and indifference towards him, 
began to think of leaving him, and re- 
turn to his father's house, which de- 
sign he was shortly commanded by 
God in a vision to put into execution. 
He therefore sent to bis wives in 
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respective keepers ; Jacob, by the as. 


% 


) The Hebrew wo 
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49 
the field, where he kept his flock, in 
order to consult with them and gain 
their consent to go with him. When 
they came, he laid before them the 
whole of his purpose, telling them, 
he observed their father of late had 
treated him with great coolness and 
indifference, and even sometimes with 
marks of displeasure, though he knew 
no just cause for such behaviour. He 
also took occasion to appeal to them 


concerning his industry and fidelity, 


and the injustice of their father to- 
ward him, first, in deceiving him, and 
afterwards changing his wages so of- 
ten; and then observed to them, that 
God had turned all their father's de- 
vices to his advantage, and had taken 
away his cattle, and given them unto 
him. Then he acquainted them that 
the Lord had appeared unto him in 
a dream, N himof the solemn 
vow he had made at Bethel, in his 
passage thither, and commanded him 
to return to the land of his fathers. _ 
His: wives having attentiv 
with 
his opinion concerning their father, 
consented to go with him, and desired 
him to perform whatsoe ver God had 
commanded. N | 
Jacob immediately prepared for his 
journey, set his wives and children 
upon camels, and proceeded with all 
his cattle and goods, taking the ad- 
vantage of the absence of Laban, who 
was gone to shear his sheep; which 
likewise gave Rachel an opportunity 
of stealing and carrying off her father s 
(») Images. VVV p | 
Jacob passed the river Euphrates 
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en. xxxi. go. where they are termed Elohai 


* 


. 
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A COMPLETE HISTORY | 


| Jacob urged as an excuse for his 
abrupt departure, his fear lest, if he 
had acquainted him with the design, 
he would have prevented its accom- 
| plishment, by detaining his daughters 
by force: but somewhat warmed with 
the charge of theft (not knowing that 
| Rachel had stolen the images) he ve- 
mindful of the welfare of his servant, | hemently exclaimed, With whompo- 
_ charged him most solemnly not even | ever thou ner thy Gods, let him not 
to hurt him by word; therefore, when live And farther, to assert his inno- 
_ © he and his kindred came up with Ja- | cence, he calls upon him to search 


and made towards Mount Gilead, and 
though it was three days before La- 
ban knew of his departure, yet in se- 
ven days he overtook him upon the 
JJ ĩ cola ning 
There is the utmost reason to think 
that Laban pursued him with a mind 
bent upon revenge; but the Lord, 


OS + 
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cob, he only expostulated with him 
on the want of respect he discovered 
in stealing away his bee ee, and 


thereby preventing them from taking 


leave of him as became his children, 


8 e e in a manner agreeable 


to their rank and dignity. He added, 
that such a conduct might have ex- 
posed him to his most severe resent- 
ment, and that he might have sustained 
5 ah who was by 
far the most powerful: nay, he abso- 
: Jutely hinted to him, that he would | 
have pursued measures of revenge, | her father entered her tent, she plead- 
had he not been diverted therefrom 


much injury from 


hs N ** 
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he should find upon him. 


his goods before all that were present, 
and to retain whatever of his property 


Laban then proceeded to search, 
and having ransacked the tents of Ja- 
cob, Leah, and her two handmaids, 
he went into the tent of Rachel, who 
conscious of her crime, and fearful of 
the anger both of her father and hus- 
band upon detection, had just con- 
cealed the images in the camel's fur- 
niture, and sat down upon them. 

Having used this precaution, when 


4 


ed as an excuse for not rising to sa- 


by the awful prohibition of God him- | lute him, that the custom of women 
C Hoo ooo noo N Was chen upon her, and Laban; out 


Nor did he only upbraid him with 


want of duty and affection, but even 


Charged him with theft, saying, And 
now though thou wouldeſt needs be 
gone, becauſe thou ſore longeſt after 
thy fathers houſe; yet, wherefore haſt 
thou ftolen my (2) Gods 


2 —_— 


or Gods. It is also evident” from 1 Sam. xix. 13, that 


| they were of human form; for the very word is used for 
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JJ ne Tony 
+ Thus baffled by the cunning of his 
daughter, after a long search he could 


of modesty omitted searching that 


lace where alone the images were 


not find what he had so industriously 


sought, and was therefore very se- 


tte image which Michael put into David's bed. These 
". Images they consulted as oracles concerning things un- | idolatry, r. 
 - Anown for the present or future. Some think that Rachel 5 i=) Code This is the very word which before is 


stole them to prevent her father from discovering her flight 
by conzulting them, while others are of opinion that it was 


5 to secure something that might appease her father's anger, if 


4 1 


mark, concerning the idolatry, even of his enlightened. - 
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vetely. reprimanded by Jacob, who 
not only reproached him with a most 


unjust suspicion, but appealed to his | 
GOD AGAIN APPEARS UNTO. JACOB. 


own friends to decide the case be- 
twixt them. Then recounting the 


long service he had done him, during 


a number of years, concluded his up- 


braiding address in words to this pur- 
port, Except the God of my fathers 
had been with me, surely thou hadst 


sent me away empty. But God hath 


seen my aflliction, and the labour of 


mine hands, and rebuked thee yester- 
% » nr FE ot 
_ Laban, conscious that Jacob's 
charge was most justly founded, at- 


BH get 


tempted not a vindication of himself; 


and therefore, waving the debate, he 
assumed an air of fondness and re- 
spett for Jacob, his wives and his child- 
ren, as nearly related to himself, and 
proposed a covenant of peace be- 

_ tween: them, This being agreed to 
by both parties, they Oe © pillar 
or heap of stones by way of memo- 
randum, and then took a mutual 
oath, that neither of them would in- 
vade the 06 Jay the other, and 
that Jacob would not treat his wives 
unbecoming an affectionate husband. 
Ihe ceremony thus finished, Jacob 
entertained his brethren that night 
upon the mount, and the next morn- 
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(a) Hoſt. T he original word, signifies, two hosts or 
camps because the Angel appeared like two armies drawn 
up on either side for his protection, according to that beau- 
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CHAP. VII. | 
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JACOB SENDS A MESSENGER AND 
PRESENTS TO HIS BROTHER ESAU. 


- *WRESTLES/\ WITH AN ANGEL. IS 


CALLED ISRAEL. | MEETS. HIS" BRO- 
THER, WHO RECEIVES HIM KIND- | 
LV. DINAH IS RAVISHED.; THE 
 SHECHEMITES - ARE. . CIRCUMCISED, 
AND AFTERWARDS DESTROYED TO- - 
GETHER WITH THEIR CITY BY THE 


SONS OF JACOB IN REVENGE FOR 


THE "RAPE OF N Hl 


| A® Jacob wis favoured with a 


A heavenly vision when he first 


departed from his father's; so it 
pleased God again to favour him 


with the same token of his protec- 


tion at his return. When Jacob saw 
the angels that were sent to meet him 
on the way; he said, , is God's 

6. Host. 


Though this Patriarch 
. reason to rely on 
ion of the Almighty; yet, 
as he was near the conhnes of Edom, 
and within the reach of his incensed 


brother Esau, whom he had highly 


ad the 


| provoked, and concerning the abate- 


ment of whose resentment he had 


received no account from his mother, 


_ ing Laban took leave of his daughters | though he had been absent twenty 


N and their children, and they both de- 
parted for their respective habita- 


years, he thought it most prudent to 
send a message to him in order to 
allay his anger and regain, if possi- 


ble, his fraternal affection. "0 
He therefore ordered the messen- 


gers to address Esau m these humble 


f tiful expression of the Psalmist; the Angel of the ton 
encampet li round about them that fear him, and delivereth 


5 


them, | Pjalm xxxiv. 4+ a 
| 3 terms; 


) 
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terms; thy ſervant Jacob faith thus, I saidst to me, return to thy country, 
I T have ſofourned with Laban, and | and I will do well by thee: I am not 
Fo ſtayed there until no: and I have |-worthy of the least of thy mercies; 
N oxen; and afſes, and men ſervants | but thou hast increased my stock, 
and women ſervants, and I have ſent | for when I passed over the river first, 
to my (6) Lord, that I may find had nothing but my staff, and now. 
grace in thy fight. The messengers | I am become a multitude: deliver 
having fulfilled their embassy re- me, I pray thee, from the hand of 
turned, and gave Jacob such an ac- | my brother, for I fear his malice, lest 
count as terrified him not a little, | he smite me and mine. Remember 
They brought no direct answer from {| how thou saidst, I will surely do thee _ 
Esau, and only told Jacob, that his | good; and make thy posterity as the 
brother was coming to meet him at sand of the sea, which cannot be 
the head of four hundred men. Con- | numbered for multitude.” . 
cluding that the design of this mighty | After he had thus humbly and ear- 
_ _retmue was to act against him in an | nestly implored the guidance and 
® __ , hostile manner, Jacob was greatly | protection of the Almighty, he deter- 
- . _ perplexed in what manner to pro- | mined to pursue another measure, 
== ceed ; he knew on the one hand, that ] which he hoped might appease the 
| his numbers were too small to en- | anger of his brother; for imagining _ 
gage with his brother, and that on | that he might esteem the first mes- 
the other hand, his baggage was too sage but a mere formal compliment, 
heavy for flight: he therefore came | he resolved, since he had already 
to a resolution to divide his people | informed him, that he was become 
3 > andcattle into two bands, which, 8 very rich to send him a very liberal 
ing placed at a convenient distance, present; but fearing that he might 
if Esau should fall upon one of them, | attack him before the present could 
the other might have a chance to | be delivered, he was obliged to send 
J uit which Las nein at hand. 
This was the plan laid down by which were these articles: two hund- 
 - - Jacob; but as he well knew from for- | red she 3 and twenty he goats; 
mer experience, that his safety de- | two hundred ewes, and twenty rams; 
© © pended upon the divine protection, | thirty milch camels with their colts ; 
 . - independent of human measures; to | forty kine, and ten bulls, and twenty 
the God of his salvation, he applied | she asses, with ten ass-foles, all in 
in this critical juncture, in terms to | Separate droves, ordering his servants _ 
the following import: God of m N to keep them at a proper distance, 
 _ father Abraham and Isaac, which | charging the servants who followed 
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' (6b) Lord. By this submission, Jacob did not rejett | than a mere honorary compliment, first praftised among 
| the honour God conferred upon him, but reverenced Esau the idolatrous nations, and then used by the people of 
V bis elder brother, © Besides it is beyond a doubt, that | God, in order to soften the resentment of ihe rugged _ 
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the 13 PERL to deliver the 


present to his brother, and so on to 
ile rest, hoping that such a submis- 
sive conduct might soften his rugged | 


temper, and induce ap 60. „rec 

him kindly. 

HFaving dismissed the servants with. 

: his present to his brother, he passed 
the brook Jabboch that very night, 


| with his wives and children; and be- 


ing left alone, there appeared a man, 
who (c) wrestled with him till the 


break of day, and permitted Jacob 


to prevail; but to convince him that 


he obtained not the victory through 
his own. strength, he touched the 
hollow of his thigh, and put it out of 
joint. At break of day, the Angel 
desired to depart, but Jacob would 
not let him 80, till he had blessed 
him. 75 
The man alben Sh of him his 
name, and on his telling him it was 
Jacob, r 5 ret thy name hall not 
a be ca 

Israel; for- as d prince thou 
Gower with God and with men, 2 
haſt prevailed. 


Jacob in his turn, demanded. his | 


name, but he waved: answering him, 
and having blessed him, departed. 
When the Sun arose, jacob re- 
moved from the place Where he had 
wrestled, and called it (e) Heniel, 
becauſe, said he, I have ſeen God 
face lo ſace, and my liſe is preſerved, 
133 then proces 


* — 55 The person, 2 18 15 oy to 
have wrestled with Jacob, was an Angel, and the reason 
of his ting him to prevail, was to give him hope, 

that in like 5 he should mitigate and conquer his 
brather Esau. This was the opinion of both the Greek 
And Latin fathers. 
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{4) Jfraet, &c. | We have in this place, a *'remark- . 


led es but aa {4 vs | 
endearments of friendshi 
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ney, and had not gone far before he 
saw his brother Esau attended by 
four hundred men; upon which he 
disposed his people i in such order as 
best conduced to the reception of his 
brother and safety of those he held 
most dear. He placed the to hand- 


maids and their children foremost, 
Leah and her children in the middle, 


and his beloved Rachel and her son 


Joseph in the rear, and d himself 
before them all. | 


When he approached his brother, 
he bowed himself seven times to the 
ground; but Esau, filled with the 
tenderest sense of fraternal affection, 
at once removed the necessity both 


of his fears and compliments, by run- 
ning with eager jo 


to meet him, 
falling upon his nec 


dially embracing him. 


Thus was revenge turned i into ve: 
and pity; and Esau, who once thirsted | 
for his ee blood, dissol ves into 
tears of joy, and melts into the soſtest 


Esau, thus eee f with * 


happy interview, gurvey d with plea- 


sure his brother's immense store, but 


farther token of his affection and sin- 


cere reconciliation, offered to accom-. 


pany him the ee part of his 
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for it is very certain that this Patriarch, was ERS. 


called Jacob. No more therefore dhe d br eranslared not 
only, which is very properly implied; in this. lace 1 
would remove . e = > = 

e) Peuiel or Penuet, a it is in the DEX! po "that i s, 
the F ace of * ; 8 


FF ͤ 8 jealousy, 


« 
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and most cor- Rs 


| was with much difficulty persuaded 
to accept of a present. He saluted, 
his wives and children; and; as a 


a 


W 
. 


- 
8 'V 


Ty 


5s that Jacob never intend 


jealousy, wave take kind offer, by | 
telling him, that the children being 
tender, and many of the cattle young, 


: if they were over-driven, most of 
them would die, and thawre desir- 1 


ing that his brother would pass over 
before him, and himself would follow | 
8 , as the children and cattle - 
coul. 
him in his own country of /) Seir. 
As Jacob declined 96 bf 's of- 
fer, he courteously proposed to leave 
some of his people to guard and at- 
tend him; e ee likewise evaded 
this, by a handsome compliment. 
| They then parted from each other, 


Esau proceeding towards Seir, and 


1 towards Succoth, where, as he 
intended to- take up his abode for 
some time, he built conveniencies to 


shelter his people and cattle. 


From Succoth he removed to Sa- 
lem, a city of SHECHEM, where, 
having purchased a piece of ground a 

of the children of Hamor, for a 
hundred (g. pieces of money, he 
spread his tent, erected an altar, and 
called upon the name of the most 


mighty God of Israel. . 


During the Patriarch's stay in the 
country of the Shechemites, his 
daughter Dinah, who was now about 
sixteen years of age, desirous of 


seeing the dresses and ornaments of 


the women of that country, rambled 
abroad from her mother's. tent. It 
fell out, that young Shechem, the 
son of Hamor, prince of that coun- 
ys: saw the * and . en- 


— 
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inien FP, most commentators, 
to meet Esau, at Seir, 1 
that this was only an evasion for Esau's offer. | 


. Seir. It is the o 


bear, until he should attend 
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raptured with her 3 an; inca- 
pable of restraining | his passion, 
seized on the opportunity of her be- 
ing one, 0 e her of her 
Virku en: 
This 1 PE of ave: 5 
ing, inflamed him the more; for he 
afterwards loved her with an exces- 
sive affection, insomuch that, not be- 
ing able to live without her, he im- 
portuned his father, to 9 her 
for him in marriage. | 
The news of the rape soon etched 
the ears of Jacob, who guspended his 


| from the field,” when he made them 
acquainted: with the injury their sister 
had sustained, and the dishonour that 
resulted to their family; upon which 
Ty: secretly vowed reven | 
Shechem, having prevailed with his | 
father Hamor to use his interest in 
obtaining for him the beautiful Di- 
nah; he took an opportunity, when 
Jacob and his sons were together, to 
acquaint them with his son's ardent 
love for the damsel, and entreat that 
he might have her to wife. To en- 
force the entreaty, he proposed, that 
| Jacob's family should intermarry with 
his people, and offered them the free- 
dom of the country, to dwell, trade, 
and settle therein 0 
TO strengthen this oral, She 
\ hath who! was PRE at the confe- 
rence,” offered them what advantage 
they should please to nominate, bid- 
ding them only name their terins; and 
Fetz should be e to che utter- 


3 , > 4 © Ws 
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| (a) er Ge. This is sometimes adored an hind. 
6d ambs, because the 1 __ of a * was camped 


"os it. 


resentment till his sons came home 


OF. THE HOLY a 83 


and anguish, . they were least 


most, 8 they would give him 


5 their sister in marriage. 


The sons of Jacob retained. oe: 
resentment, though as. yet they con- 
cealed it; and still desirous of aveng- 


ing the dishonour done to their fa- 


mily, to avail themselves hereafter, 
they insisted on nothing less than a 


general circumcision of the Shechem- 
ites, as the bnly condition on which 


5 they would accept. of an agreement 
to settle and incorporate, with them. 


Shechem, was 80 enamoured of 
Dial and Hamor so fond of his 


son, that this very extraordinary pro- 


Posal of the sons of Jacob was com- 
plied with. 


return to town, summoned their sub- 
jects together, praised the Israelites 


as a quiet, well-disposed people, and 


assured them, that if they should in- 


termarry with them, they would be- 
| cernedin, but wholly ignorant of this 


come proprietors of their substance, 


Which was very considerable, and all 


on the easy condition of e cir- 
cumcised. f 


These weak mana, captivated n 


with the prospect of great wealth, 


consented one and all to the propo- 
sal of Hamor and Sbechem, and 


were every male of them immegi- 
ately eircumcised. 


Notmahstanding the Shechemites 
had submitted to the painful rite of 


_ circumcision, the proposed condition 
of reconciliation with Jacob's family; 


yet Simeon and Levi, the brothers of. 


Dinah took advantage a their a 


- 2 n : 
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0 j Third 4 Day: This Was 5 time as SEA ob- 
serve, when fevers generally attend circumcision, occa- 


siened AY the inflammation of the wound, aud which was * 


% 


* 


able to resist; 


To further the agree 
ment, the prince and his son, on their 


it Was Over; 


and on the ( third 
day after the operation, fell upon the 


city, and destroyed all the male in- 
habitants; an action shocking to hu- 
manity; for doubtless many of the 
sufferers wert entirely ignorant of the 
design of the leader. 


I hey likewise searched the house 
of Shechem, where they found Dinah 
their sister, and brought her out, af- 
ter which they fell to plunder, and 
carried off not only what was found 


in the city, but all that was in the 
field, making the women and child- 
rem prisoners, what they could not 


carry off they destroyed. 
Thus did the sons of Jacob g Jut 


their revenge on the miserable She- = 


chemites, for the rape committed on 


| their sister Dinah, 5 che son of their 


Pious Jacob was not only uncon- 


Slaughter committed by his sons, till 


threatening the most dreadful conse- 


quences to himself and his family: 


Ye have troubled me, to make me lo 


ftink among the inhabitants of the 


land, amongſt the Canaanites, and 
the Perizites; and 1 being few in 


number, they ſhall gather themſelves . 
together againſt me and ſlay me; and 


1 ſhalt be deſtroyed I and my houſe. 


But Simeon and Levi who had been 
principally concerned in the destruc- 


tive scene, urged as an excuse for 


: 


nn 


more N as the Hebrews observed, ey 7 


time else. 


. their 


for we find that he se- 
verely reprimanded their barbarity as 


— 


: 


1 


their riotous bene the regard 
they had to their sister's virtue; all 
de deal with our fiſler as with an 
narlot? and so ended the remon- . 
strance between the pious father and 
| his two fe sons. 


— 


| CHAP. x: 


Jae N REMOVES TO BETHEL. PURGES 1 
HIS HOUSE OF IDOLATRY. RACHEL + 
DIES IN CHILD-BED. | JACOB VISITS. 
MIS FATHER ISAAC, JOSEPH'S” PIE- | 
TY AND WISDOM EXCITE THE HA. 
RED OF HIS BRETHREN. JOSEPH'S 
"DREAMS INCREASE THEIR _ ENVY. 
THEY THEREFORE CONSPIRE HIS 


_ DEATH. HE IS SOL. 10 POTIPHAR, 


AN OFFICER OF PHARAOH'S GUARD. | 


baus INCEST WITH TAMAR.” 


Ts cavage icon of the 
Chaldeans, exasperated by the 
injuries they had sustained from the 
sons of Jacob, seem to have been the 
motive of God's gracious' command 
to the Patriarch to remove his settle- 
ment and repair to Bethel, the place 
Which he had dedicated to his imme- 
_ diate service: for though they had 
"wholly destroyed one colony, there 
were more people that bordered 
_ thereabout, who either in defence of 
themselves, or in revenge for the 
2 cruet e unust * treatment of their : 


LEP ©.) 2 Ho _ — 2 2 
- 
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(i) Strange Gods. 


the idols of the Shechemites 


Pious. 


| W of hlth by water, in which sense it appears highly 


amendable in Jacob, e to en- 
: Boy 8 . 


Fes. 4 


Some commentators are of opinion 
| . Jacob here referred to the Teraphim, which Rache! 
. os stolen from Laban-; while others suppose they were 
However, that they were 
archs casting them Say was | 


0 5 Be chin Theoriginal word signifies the washing | 1 


= | 


ö 
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eountry- men, e give the good . 
Patriarch much disquiet, if not ut- 
terly destroy him. His Omnipotent 
God therefore bade him arise and go 
up to Bethel and dwell there, and 
ere an altar to God, who a peared ll 


to him when he fled from the pre- 
sence of his incensed brother Esau. 
Pursuant to the command of the 
Almighty, the obedient Patriarch _ 
having Aist strictly charged his fa- 
mily and all that belonged to him, to 
put away the strange (7) Gods, 
which they had, be (4) clean, and 
change their garments ; told them to 
arise and go up to Bethel, the 5 
of God. 
They ay cheved: e Pe 
charge and delivered up to him their 
idols and their CI) ear-rings, which, 
to prevent their being a future snare 


to draw his family from the wor- 
ship of the only true God, he pri- 
vately buried under the oak near un- 


to. Shechem, from whence: — were 
ready to depart. 

When the proceeded on their 
Journey, God, ever mindful of his 
promise to his chosen people, to 
ensure their safety, struck such a 


terror into the cities round about = 


them, that notwithstanding the pro- 
vocation given by the massacre at 
Shechem, none pursued them, og 
8 passed 5 to ee 


1 : "RE, 4 "a 1 
— 
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join al ks his care, to 2 pn themselves from idola- 
try, and the guilt lately contracted by shedding innocent 
3 Besides i it was cust for those, who came to 
appear before the Lord, to wash cheir clothes : see "Exod. 
KiK. 10.  Levit. xvi. 1g. 2 Sam. xii. 20. 

(1) Ear. rings. These were dedicated to some idol, d 
worn to render their Gods kind and propitious to en; 
and, as they thus served the uses of idolatry, we need not 
wonder CO e W by * 1 

Jacob 
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Jacob immediately on his arrival, 


according to the divine command, 
built an altar, and performed his vow 


to the most high: the very vow, (as 
generally supposed) which he made 


when God appeared” to him in the 
same place, as he fled from his bro- 
ther Esau. Ha | 
act of worship, it Pleased the Lord 
again to appear to him, confirm his 
new name Israel, and give him re- 
peated assurance of is promises 


the Almighty, Jacob erefted a pillar | 
of stone, in the very place, where he 
had been honoured with the divine 
intercourse, as a”, perpetual monu- 


ment of his gratitude and devotion, 


pouring a drink-offerin andoil upon | 


the same. But Jacob tarried not 
long at Bethel, for urged by filial af- 


fection, he set forward toward Mam- 
re, in order to visit his aged father. 
They intended to have stopped in 
their way at (m) Ephratl, which 
though not far distant from Bethel, 
they had not reached before Rachel 
fell in labour, and having very severe 
5 1H midwife to encourage her 


ade her not fear, for she should have 


this son also. She was delivered in- 


deed, but died immediately after- 


e e PNr. | 
| e boy, Benoni or ſen of | 
Jorrou; but his father unwilling to 


f 
£ 


to name the 


increase the remembrance of so me- 
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; "le" was aller; ale 
Bethlehem. l 
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Having performed this 


1 


made to Abraham, and Isaac, with 
extraordinary blessings to himself. 
In token of this signal favour of 
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min, or the ſon of my right hand, 
intimating thereby his peculiar af- 
feRion for this last pledge of his be- 
„„ TILE on ton its 
Jacob, to perpetuate the memory 
of Rachel, erected a monument over 
her grave, which remained a great 
number of years after this event, 
To add to his excessive grief for the 
loss of one, to obtain whom he had 


undergone a long and painful servi- _ 


tude; his son Reuben, before they 
could reach Mamre, committed incest 
with Bilhah, his father's concubinary 
wife; f which, though he took no 
notice, he retained a painful sense to 
his dying day, as is evident from a” 
reproachful hint he gave him just be 
fore e the debt of nature. 
Though these aggravated griefs sat 
heavy on his mind, he continued his 
resolution of visiting his aged parent, 


pursued his journey, and at length 


reached Mamre, and came unto the 
city of 2 the place of abode 
both of his grandfather Abraham, 
and his father Isaac, who, without 
doubt was overjoyed at the return of 
his son, as was the son at the sight of 
his venerable parent. So various are 
the accidents which befal the best of 


men in this state of trial, that pious 


Jacob had not long enjoyed the com- 

pany of his aged father, before his 
patience was exercised by a very af. 
flicting circumstance.. ..... 


HFlis son Joseph being now arrived 


to the age of seyenteen years, was 
employed with his brethren in feed- 
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58 | 
ing the flock; and the lad observing 
their wicked behaviour had (o) report- 
ed the same to his father. 
flamed their resentment against him, 
and as bury ee he Was a spy 

upon them, they determined to re- 
move him from among them. 


* 


1 


Their furious rage was greatly in- 


flamed by the extraordinary token of 
love which his father shewed him, 


not only because he was the son off 
his beloved Rachel, but also because 
he was ( wise beyond his years, | 
This engaging quality so far wrought 


upon the fond parent, that to distin- 


* 


ok (9) many colours, not 1 ] 


it would inflame their jealousy an 
hatred to so excessive a degree. 


This token of super - eminence S0 


exasperated Jacob's other sons, that 
they not only with-held from him the 
common offices of civility, but de- 


vised means to perplex and render him 


unhappy. This aversion was greatly 
increased by Josephs two dreams, 
which he very innocently related to 
them, not imagining they were so ma- 
liciously disposed towards him, as he 
afterwards found them to be. The 


first dream was, that as he was bind- | 
3 1 L - | 8 : 8 * 8 eg ' | 15 9 


o/ There is a great variety of opinions concerning 
the particular . faults SY Joseph had told 
his father, were committed by his brethren. Some think 
it was their contentious way of living; others, the sin 
Wo 'of Sodomy; others that of bestiality ; but whatever it was, 
it may be gathered from their inveterate malice against him, 


that it was no «mall crime, because they hated” him even 


e. According to the Hebrew Text, the | 
motive of Jacob's preferring Joseph to the rest of his chil- | 
aren, was because he was son of the elders or senators, 


This in- 
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ing sheaves with his brethren in the 
field, his sheaf arose, and stood up- 
right, While their sheaves round a- 
bout fell down; and, as at it were, 
made obeisance to his“ 


* 


The brethren replied. with scorn, 
alt thou indeed reign over us ©. or 


ſhalt thou indeed have dominion over 
us? His second dream which he told 
them with as inoffensive a design, as 
he had done the former, still ad- 
ded to their malice, I have seen 
(says he) the sun and moon and 


9 * 


event, that he could not conceal it 
from his father, who, either to appease 
the anger of his other sons, or check 
that presumption, which in youn 

minds 80 naturally arises from good 


thy. brethren, indeed, come to bow 
down ourſelves to thee to the earth? 


Jacob, who was no stranger to these 
visions finding them thus repeated, 
stored them up in his memory as pre- 
dictions of events that would certainly 
come to pass; and, as he was uneasy 
with respect to his sons, who were 
now feeding their flocks in Shechem, 


the scene of their late cruelties, lest 


in genius and _—_ : our version can by no means be 
improper, for, if his love was founded on the motive which 
that suggests, he must have loved Zebulon, as well as 
Joseph, since he was of the same age, and Benjamin more, 
ho was born sixteen years after Josep. 
%) Many Colours. Whatever was the quality of 


+ 


this coat, it is plain, that it was composed of divers co- 


' | -lours;\ and as such garments were in high esteem among 


the eastern nations, and worn by persons of the greatest 


distinction; this party-coloured dress distinguished him 
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eleven stars fall down before me.” 
| 1- | So greatly was he impressed with this 
guish him from the rest of his chil- ] 

be bestowed on him a fine vest 


| omens, 5 TEP rimanded him in these 5 
words: Shall 1, and thy mother, and 


— 


the inhabitants of the land should take 
the first favourable opportunity of re- 
venging the death of their country- 


men, thought proper to send Joseph 
to them, though it was near sixty 
miles distant from Hebron, the place 
where he now dwelt. ; 

But by this means the pious father 
became the fatal instrument of deli- 
vering his darling child into the hands 
of his implacable brethren; for Jo- 
seph, in obedience to his father's com- 
mand, went to Shechem, and not find- 
ing them there, wandered about till 
a stranger directed him to Dothan, 
where, when they saw him afar off, 


they conspired against him to destroy 
him, saying one to another, Behold, 


tis (i) dreamer cometh : Come now, 


therefore, and let us lay him, and caſt. 
him into ſome pit, and we will ſay, 
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came up to them, and as he was about 


ſome evil beaſt hathdevoured him and 


"we "ſhall fee what will become of his 


dreams. Reuben, who was less. ma- 
liciously disposed than the rest, could 
not approve of the horrid resolution, 


8 


and being desirous of protecting him 
from their rage, as he could not de- 


vise any open or direct method, per- 


that he might have an opportunity of 
delivering him again to his father. 

The rest, considering that if he pe- 
rished in the pit, it would answer their 
end, consented to the advice of Reu- 


ben. This resolution was no sooner 
taken, than the innocent youth, un- 
apprised of their malicious design, 


ha 
* 


ia, Orgival it is, Beboll this Makes of Dicks - 
- cometh ; which shews that they considered his dreams as 1 


-  , fiflions of his on, nay; is confirmed by cheir future conduR, 
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to deliver his father's indulgent coun- 
sel to them, they first stripped him of 
his party - coloured vest, and then cast 
him into the pit, which was then dry 
and empty. |. „„ 
Unaffected by this cruel treatment 
of their brother, they left him to 
perish in the pit, and without re- 
morse sat down to regale themselves 


with what provisions the place afford- 


ed, certain that he must now inevita- 
bly perish with hunger. But the eye 
of omniscience beheld his distress and 
png his despair, for as Reuben had | 

een already the means of preventing 


his immediate death, Judah now bes 


” 


out of the pit. „ 
It happene as hey were re- 
freshing themselves, a company of 
Ishmaelites, travelling with various 
merchandise from Eilead to Egypt, ap- 
proached, and Judah, availing him- 
self of the Opportunity, in order to 
rescue his brother Joseph from certain 

death, urged the iniquity of beingin- 
strumental to the destruction of their 

own brother, by which they would 
contratt an eternal stain of guilt; and 
advised them to sell him to the Ish- 


comes the means of delivering hi, 


maelites, by which means they would 


not only save his life, but consider- 
ably promote their own gain. They 


immediately consented to Judah's pro- 
| posal, and dragging Joseph out of the 


pit, sold him to the (s) Midianttiſi 
Merchants, for twenty pieces of sil Ver, 
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chose termed above Ichmaelites. 
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and these carrying him to Egypt sold 
him to Potiphar an (t) officer of the | 
I cloth, and mourns for his beloved son 


kin e of his Guards. 
Keuben, w 


- at not finding him, he returned to his 
brethren, (u) rent his clothes, and 


upbraided himself as the cause of his 
being lost, The child is not, and vohi- 


ther ſhall T go © The guilty brethren, 
t take off all suspicion from them- 
- 8lves, concerted this scheme: they 
vest, dipped it in the 


* 


8 ther with this message; This have 
we found, know now whether it be 


the bloody garment belonged, and 
Not ies that oye. hand 
_ rould be guilty of such unnatural cru- 
elty, concluded that he had been un- 

. happily devoured by some wild beast. 
This loss was the most severe that the 


6 . 


2 775 old man ever sustained: when 
is beloved Rachel died, she paid the 


Aiebt of nature in a natural way; but 
Joseph ſaccording to his present ap- 
Prehension) dies by a savage animal, 


einn "OBE . = 
(t) oer. This word in the Original zignifies an 


And is batbarously torn in pieces be- 


 Eunuch, but cannot be taken here literally but figuratively. | 


It was the cuſtom and is still in those parts to commit t 


 keeping®of the Queen and Women of Quality to Eu- 
. nuchs ; but Potiphar cannot be supposed to be such, for he 
bad a wife. Besides it was customary among the eastern 


| People, to call the neblemen*Eunuchs, 


- ancient mourning, and used in cases of the greatest distress. 
Pim this behaviour of Reuben, it is most reasonable to 


I o was absent when this 
circumstance happened, having pro- 
osed the casting Joseph into the pit 

In order to save his life, now went thi- 
ther to see, and doubtless to assist him 

min making his escape; but astonished 


nor thy Jon's coat or no. The good old 
Patriarch was soon convincedto whom | 
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fore his time. His grief therefore 
knows no measure, he puts on sack- 


many days; nay, so excessive was 
his sorrow, that, when his children in 
general endeavoured to comfort him, 
he assured them he could only cease 


| to mourn, when he should follow him 


in the path of mortality. But as cir- 
| cumstances are (ao) interwoven e 

sacred Historian, we must beg leave 
to defer our further account of Jo- 
seph, in order to relate some inter- 
vening occurrences, which being ma- 
terial, we cannot pass over unnoticed. 
Some time before the late transac- 


=. w_ | tion, Jacob's son Judah, had greatly 
= Dloodofa kid, and sent it to their fa- | 


varied from the received custom of 
his forefathers in marrying a Canaan-, 


sons, Er, Onan and Shelah. _ 
In process of time when Er, his el- 
dest son, grew up to years of matu- 
nity, he took him a wife Whose name 
was Tamar. Er, for his abomina- 
tion in the sight of the Lord, was sud- 
denly taken off, upon which Judah 


marry his brother's widow, in order to 
preserve the succession of this famil 


itish woman, by whom he had three 


advised Onan, his second son, to 


Onan knowing that if Tamar end- ö 


bear him any children, the eldest 
would (x) inherit in the name of his 


elder brother deceased, and therefore 


— 


- 
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clade. that be wanton: and consequently not privy 10 


the transaction of selling Ter to the Ishmaelites. oe 
(u) Interwoven, &c. Though the late and following 


events seem to be connetted by the sacred Writer, the 
now about to 


marriage of Judah, of whom we are _ 
| was sold into 


N though it is related by Moses after that event. 


| | EE e 3 „ 16 Inherit, 8c. This was long before the Law, by 
(u) Rent has clothes. This was one of the signs of | 


et, though this is the first men- 


Which it was injoined; 
tion we have of it, it 


it Was then a known custom, 


and well understood even by young Onan. * 
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F THE! HOLY BIBLE; 


— 


61 


not be accounted as his, pretended to 1 security for the fulfilment of, the 


follow his father's counsel, by going 


into Tamar's chamber, but came out 


without following the instin&@ of na- 


ture. But this crime was so provo- 
| e 25 rh. 27 

king to the Almighty,” that the game 
i&ted upon him, as 


n infl 
ad been upon his brother. 


*Shelak, Hi third e hehe 6s yer 
too young for. procreation,..Judah 


hea. ta 


desired his daughter-in-law, Tamar, 
to retire to her father's house, and 
there remain a widow till he should 


grow up, when he should marry her. 


Tamar accordingly retired; and in 
Process of time S uad, Judah's wife, 
died, and Shelah arrived at man's 


” * 


estate; but waiting a lon 

voain the performance of 

Promise, Tamar determined on re- 
venge for her disappointment. 


ber father-in-law was going up to 


Timnath, to shear his sheep; she took | 


off her widow's garment, disguised 
herself in the habit of a harlot, and 

vs his family, and unmindful of his late 

A 8 and wickedness,. ordered her to 

be 

When Judah beheld. her, he took | 


sat herself in an open path, through 
which she knew Judah. must neces- 
sarily pass in his way to Timnath. 


her to be a prostitute, and as sucl 


desired intercourse with her. She 
denied not his request, but demand- 


ed of him the terms; he promised 


her a kid, and the woman having a 


further design upon him, required a person by whom she was with child. 
d e r nil Fe , 3 j : | 


(% Bracelet. The Hebrew werd kighifies 'a scarf, 
kerchief, but 
Some 


or girdle. The Chaldee renders it a hand 
it is variously translated by the Syriac and Arabic. 8 
translate it ſomet ing twifted; it scems to have been a 
girdle made of geld, twisted in the manner of thread, 

2 wy suspended from the neck, and not like a 
arm. tbr] 
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ern 


g time in 
f Judah's 
grace. 
Being told at a certain time, that iio 

to Tamar, his daughter-in-law, had 


terms, which by their mutual agree- 


ment were to be his ring or signet, 
his bracelets and his staff. The 
pledges being delivered, they went 
together, and she conceived by him. 
Judah had no sopner- departec 
than she retired, and having put off 

her disguised dress, re- assumed her wi- 

dow's habit, which she had no sooner 

done, but her deceived father-in-law 
went to his flock, took a kid, and sent 
it by his friend HMirah the Adullamite 


to redeem the pledge. 


1 "I 
* 


Hirah, seeking her in vain, returned 
and told Judah; Who, therefore &&# _ 
termined. to let her keep the pledge, 

lest the discovery of his connection 


he course of about three 
months, Judah was informed, that 


played} uh barlor and way vb CHU. 
y whoredom ; when he, resenting eg, 
the dishonour she had brought upon 


rought forth, and publicly (2) 
burnt. 3 5 5 
When she was brought forth, she 


| pon oh pledge, and sent it to 


er father-in-law, assuring him at the 
same time, that the man to whom 
those things belonged, was the ve | 


father-in-law passed sentence, we thus reply. The an- 

cients supposed every man to be judge or chin magistrate 

in his own family; so that though Tamar was a Canaanite, 

yet, as she had married into JudalY's family and brought 

pr, c it, he nedesatily lay>under che cogrizzance - 

of him, vu 5 from what followed to have 
uspentied the zentence, 
each child 


may be supposed 


wt Tur? HF e ot 


| *CALt 5 baz 
ö R hloow oil: melo v rmnblids avidsr! 297 Ji F dat 
| the 7 * 


Z Thus, instead of « 
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owledged' the pledge; and refle- 10 ON. F s * 
ſp on the injustice he ad'done her, 8 
in with- holding from *her his son, - 17 nia, . ie Fo 
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| "whe m he had promised her in mar- | Fry 
_—_ 6 | 5 ISAAC... JOSEPH IS ADVANG . 


RESISTS 


e, transferred the crime upon him- 
Self, by declaring chat she had been 
more (a) righteous than him. 


When the time of her travail ar- 


- mrved, she Was delivered of twins, one 


of which putting out his hand, his 


mid wife bound it wich a scarlet thread 
by va of distinction as the first: born; 


but, he drawing back his hand, his [ 
rother came forth, whereupon he | 


8 called Pharez, which signifies an 


Corruption or breach, and 


'deceased s Son, but shocked at the hor- 


Ach crime, he abatidoned all future 
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1e other | 
With the thread pn 1 hand 30 50 Zara. 
e son raising up 
issue to the deceased brother, the fa- 
_ ther incestuously raised issue to the 


7 ; | The { 
52. W for burying, 
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ED IN: POTIPHAR'S. HOUSE... 
">THE TEMPTATION. OF HIS MISTRESS: | 
IS FALSLY. ACCUSED AND: IMPRISON- 
"ED, FINDS FAVOUR IN THE SIGHT 
1585 THE KEEPER, WHO COMMITS"TO 


BEL THE CHARGE OF TWO OF PHA. = 


RAOHS 'PRINCIPAL >OFFICERS," ' IN. 
I 'TERPRETS THEIR DREAMS. INTER. 3, 
- PRETS *PHARAOHS/. AND 18 THERE- 
BY GREATLNY PROMOTED. - BEGETS. 
CHILDREN. A FAMINE - SUCCEEDS | 
-THE SEVEN YEARS. PLENTY. 


* SENT BACK ON LEAVING, ONE AS A 
"PLEDGE, AND PROMISING TO BRING | 
TO HIM THEIR YOUNGEST BROTHER 
Sh hh 85 
4 (iy a6 O43 x0. 
| IEN 4 99 14. e 2011 
VV into Egypt, his grandfather 
Was Boing. but Falk in the course of 
the*event that followed, being an 


£74 681. 


- | hundred and eight years old, having 
ved 85 er than any since Teal 


old Patriarch was buried 


d Jacob, in. the 


by his 58 Esau an 


; 1 cave chat! is in the fleld of Macpelak, 


Abraham hal „purchased Br 
Þlace for his 


lie sacred iter” dye U 5 


which 


* 
FA. 4 


„ 


fesume Hur history, which. pe 
3 by the eee 5 Hs 


* 


| FR 8 27 3 4} 222 2 71 — 3 $3 LAI : ; 
> them! 1 lag e though ble — bis er 5 
wicket im the sightiof God, — 9 


judgment of 25 | i 
- wſbyZara;\thatadpreiyeth,>beciise be- bal given: . | 


tive 


4 
; SEPH!S BRETHREN ARRIVE. IN EGYPT, , 
AND ARE IMPRISONED BY HIM, BUT + 


bene HOLY. ALB. 


tive to > Judah's family, and observe, 
that in process of time, by his 
faith ale e $0 obtained the favour | 
_ of Potrphar his master, that he not 
_ offly dismissed him from every labo- 
5 10 1 but made him overseer of 
his whole property, and committed 
the charge of his house to his Lanes 
a care and direddion. | 
Joseph being thus appointed elle? 
dinger of the: concerns of Potiphar 
both within aud without doors, the 
Lord was pleased to command a 
blessing on the house of the | Egyp- 
tian, Who flourished extremely, and 
daily increased in his 
bake his faithful servant. - : 
Thus situated, Joseph had reason 


4 
4 
83 
"2 
4 


to hope for e ee life, though || gr 


sold to slavery, and await his e 


as the reward of his truth and fide- 
lity: but it ee, God farther to 
exercise his faith and patience, in By 
der to him foriastul-bri 


_«isplay- of his: grace and goo! 
| donne his chosen le. 


Joseph wWas of a very . fr” 
de- desire 


sweet complexion, and winning 


her unlawfubflame failed, was so fired 
by her enger passion, that She broke 
Ahraugh every rule of degency, and 


ianęrmb cb ted him to her hecl. 
Anm Short time; an opportunity of- 


* to- 


| the field, none but the! 8 He- 
left in the house. 

the room where she was sitting, she 
again attacked him, and in oy 


an attack from one of her sex and 
quality, to avoid the commission af 


nial: but he refuſed; and jad unt 
hs maſter's. wife 


| houſe, and hie ſiatſi mil li tht 


— — be 


wie. how then cm 1 do this great 


wickedneſs.and fn againſt CO] 
But this repulse, sufficient to have 


other means 


in her hand and ſled. 


BAA (2747 
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When Joseph therefore o came . 


so disingenuous a crime, expostulated 
| with her on its horrid and aggravated 
nature, having given à positive de- 


; behold my maſte- 
:wotteth not 5 l wit ane in f 


he hath to my hand. There is nene 
cater in this houſe than I; neither _ 
hath: he heht hack any thing from 
me, but thee, becauje thou art huis 


brew and his wanton mistress —_ 


terms asked him 1 lie with her. Ki 
The innocent youth startled at suck 


filled with shame a mind not . Fe. 
Jost to honaur and virtue; had no 
effect on 3 lewd woman, ns | 
vehement, that she 


portment: these united charms in | caught} 158 is garment, and again | 


process of time attrafted the notice | importuned him to lie with her; Jo- 


and excited the loue of his masters seph therefore, havingno 


wife, who, hen all tacit tokens to of escaping from her, left his eloak = 


draw the youth into an indulgende. f 


Finding his virtue aaconguigiable. | 


Wee the dixg 


lution. the charge upon him, 
10 prevent its falling upon herself: 
ning therefore a pro 


bolding at ä nA time 
Rc] ent 


— 


trace that would 
attend the-discauery f her Shameful 

passion, as well as detetmined tore 
| xenge the denial, sbe came oa %ο 


digious out- 
and uncommon surprige, and - 
e Josephs 


Nied, and got him out. 


„Aae 
Os 4 * 
: Y 


Lo 


garment in her hand, those servants, 
who were nearest the house imme- 
dliately ran to her assistance; upon 
_ «which she vehemently exclaimed, ſee 1 
die hath brought mm an (c ) Hebrew: 
unto us to mock us he came unto me, 
. .to be with me, and furtker to engage 
them in her cause, when the affair 
should come to examinations, craftily 
added, and Icried wih a loud voice ; 
and it came to paſs,” when he heard 
tat I liſted ub my voice and cried, 
that he left his garment with me, and 
Having thus prepared the servants 
to confirm her declaration she laid 
the cloak by her, to produce it as 
an evidence against him on her lord's 
return. Potiphar had no sooner en- 
tered the house, than she most vio- 
lently exclaimed against the disho- 
nour offered her by his Hebrew 
servant; upon which the credulous . 
husband, without the least enquiry 


at 


_ A\-COMPLETE HISTORY 


| - 'While | Jos 


©. Joseph, to take off their minds from 


the prison-keeper was indeed founded 
on the same motive as that of Poti- 
Phar, for he, as well as the other ob- 
served the extraordinary success with 
which God crowned all his under- 
-takings. 72 1 SH Fo 20 = (TY + oY 1 
eph was confined, it 
happened that the king's chief 7755 | 
butler and baker were committed 'to 
the same prison, and being delivered 
to the care of Joseph, he attended 
them in person, and thereby con- 
trated an intimacy with them. On 
one and the same night, they each of 
them dreamed a very 1 
dream, and being much affected wat} 
the same, Joseph demanded of them 
the cause of their melancholy? and 
they told him they had each Ae ed 
a dream that night, and being in pri- 
son could procure no interpreter. 


a reliance on the vain superstitions 
that prevailed in the country of the 


into the merit of the cause, immedi- 
agately committed him to the kings 
3 8 
Nor did a covenant- keeping God 
desert his faithful servant under this 
ecloudy scene; for thus bereft of 
Friend, relation, and every kind of 
Assistance, he received the clearest 


intimation of divine favour, and grew 
and at length 


Sc highly in the esteem of the gaoler, 

that he committed all the prisoners to 

his care; and gave him, as his master 
had done before, the sole direction of 


* 
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all his concerns. This conduct of 


: [4 
5 1 
n ** 1 


f ly . 


ee Shecalled vet Jozephby ie en name, But that | 


| of his people (an Hebxew),. 10. inflame [them the were 
f guns him: for the 


e Hebrews.” ' | 


| Egyptians, who in such cases trusted 


of dreams belonged unto God, de- 


en, mo, fende de 


: . : £3 . F : © 3 
eee ee eben dane the: ene: en 


| 


- their most illuswous. priest. 


to diviners and soothsayers, having in 
a kind of appeal to them, given them 
to understand that the interpretation 


sired to know their dreams. The 
butler told him he dreamt he saw a 
vine that had three branches, which 
budded by degrees, then blossomed, 
brought forth ripe 
pen that he held Pharach's cup in 
his hand, pressed the juice into the 
same, and gave it to the king to drink. 
Joseph thus interpreted the dream; 


* - 
- — 13 1 11 
* * 
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tings that these men held considerable posts in the King's 
household. Diodorus -Sjculus copfirms this axertion by 
affirming, hat- pe home born slawes were admitted to serve 
dhe Kings of Egypt, but all their Officers were sons o 
r 


be 


or THE HOLY BIBLE. 


The three branches denote. three 
days, within which Pharaoh will re- 
store thee to thy place, and thou shalt, 
as usual, give him to drink according 


to the duty of thine office. 
All that the interpreter required 
for so agreeable a presage was, that 
he vould 
stored, and intercede with the king for 
bis enlargement from a confinement 
inflited upon him without any just 
cause. The other officer prompted 
by the happy interpretation he had 
already given, proceeded to tell him 
that he dreamt he had three white 
baskets upon his head; in the upper- 
most of which was all manner of 
baked meats for the king's table, and 
the birds eat them out of the baskets 
that was upon his head. Joseph 
_ readily interpreted his dream thus; 
„The three baskets are three days, 
at the end of which thou shalt have 
thy head (e) taken off, and then be 


NT TER 


remember him, when re- 


* 


hanged on a tree, where the birds 


shall eat thy flesh.“ Joseph's inter- 
pretation was soon verifyed; for in 
the space of three days, the butler 
was restored to his former office, and 
the baker hanged; but the former 
po” proved ungrateful, and unmindful of 
his promise; insomuch that a con- 
sSiderable Teer intervened, between 
the time of, h 
Joseph's enlargement and promotion 
in Pharaoh's. house, which happened 
in consequence of the following in- 
cident. a+ niiretlis; 3 


(e) Taken of. Though it may appear stran 
that * sacred historian * 2 9 was K 
headed first and han afterward; Philo observes it 

Was customary to behead a criminal and then hang 
him up. Jeremiah also confirms this aszertion, when 
he laments, that © the primes were hanged up by their 


4 - Y 
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his being restored, and 


4 
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When Joseph had been upwards 


of two years in prison, Pharaoh 
dreamt, that, as he stood by the river 
| Nile, there came up out of the river, 


seven fat kine, and they fed among 
the (/ flags; after which he saw se- 


ven others extremely lean and hag- 
ged, and the latter devoured the 
ꝗ•˙ů⁵] fo oe Foie cle oro 
This dream awoke the king, but 
he did not long ruminate upon it be- 
fore he slept and dreamed that he sa 
seven full ears of corn shoot from 
one stalk; and soon after seven thin 
and blighted ears sprang up, which 
likewise devoured those that were 
good and plenteous. 


© 


Pharaoh awaking in great surprise 
and concern, sent for all the magi- 
cians and wise men, and told them his 
dreams, but none amongst them all 
could interpret one of them. Find- 
ing the king in the utmost perplexity 
concerning so extraordinary an event, 
the butler at length remembered Jo- 
seph, and informed Pharaoh that, 
when he and his fellow-servant la- 
boured under his majesty's displea- 
sure, they both dreamed in the pri- 
son, where a young man, an Hebrew 
Servant to the captain of the guard, 
interpreted each of their dreams ex- 
actly ans werable to the event. 
The anxious king, pleased with the 
information of an able interpreter, 
immediately sent for Joseph, who 
was brought out of prison, and after 
having put on proper attire, waited 


hands,” which intimates that they had lost their heads 


Th. 7 Flags. . The word, 1 translate 3 : 
signifies a Flag, which, according to St. Zerom, was a 


common name given to every vegetable that grows in 3 
e n 
8 upon 


* 
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upon his majesty, who, impatient to 


hear the event, told him without any 


prelude, that he had dreamed two 


dreams which none of his wise men 
could expound, and had therefore 

sent for him, as he was informed that 
he was skilful in the art of interpret- 


In 


the power was of God and not of 
himself, told him he should receive 
an agreeable interpretation of the 
„ FT 


Pharach then related his dreams, 


as already recounted, and Joseph told 


him they both implied one and the 
same thing, that it was the will of 


God thereby to remind him of future 


events. 1 Wes | 
| The dreams he interpreted in this 


manner: ä 


The seven fat kine and full ears, 


denote seven years of plenty: the se- 


ven lean kine and withered ears, seven 


years of famine which were to suc- 
ceed; and u the whole, that there 


would be seven fruitful years followed 

by seven years so very barren and un- 
fruitful, that the remembrance of 

plenty should be lost throughout the 
| land of Egypt, and absolute famine 


universally prevail, and that the 


double dream was to assure him of 


the certainty of the awful event.“ 


HFlaving thus interpreted the king's 
dream to his utmost satisfaction, 


though no small concern: Joseph 
takes upon him the office of a coun- 
sellor, and advises him to improve 


r 


() The word Abrech which we render, Zow the knee, 


& of uncertain $ignification. Some render it Saviour 0 


jp < 


8. 1 Sag ; 4 4 
Joseph, having informed him that 


E HISTORY 


the hints given in the dreams, by se- 


lecting some wise and honest mini- 
ster, who under him might be vested 
with full power to appoint proper 
offices in every eity and town through- 
out his dominions; in order to lay up 

the fifth part of the general produce 
of the seven years plenty in proper 


granaries, which reserve should be 


2 


| chief governor of Egypt. 


the” World, fome tender Father ; and others bow the | chief governor of Egypt. 


whine” the duty they owed 


at the king's" disposal, and secured 
against the seven years famine, © 
Such benevolent as well as provi- - 
dent care and counsel,” immediately 

obtained the approbation of the king, 
who, struck with the extraordinary 
foresight and sagacity of E he- 


Sitated not long in fixing the minister 
thus proposed; for turning first to 


his subjects, and then to Joseph, he 
thus addressed them respeRiyely. 


a man in whom the Spirit of God ts 2 


Foraſmuch'as God hath '/hewed thee 
all this, there is none ſo diſereet and 


wiſe as thou art : "thou ſhalt be over 
my houſe ; and according to thy word 


all all my people be ruled: only in 
. throne will I be greater than thou. 


As a confirmation of his exalted 
Yromotion, and to give his pn a 

in; he 
took the ring off his 'own hand, and 


putting it on Joseph's, vestedhim with 
| every-ensign of royalty; causing him 


to ride in the second chariot; and or- 


dering his heralds to proclaim before 


him (g. bow the knee, as a. token of 
honour and subjection to him, as a 


rn * * 118 
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le, which certainly is most proper in this place, being a | 


token of honour and subjeftion to Joxeph, hovy appointed 


Having 
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intimate favour; See Dan. was 


greatest power and highest honours; 
to attach him more strongly to his in- 
terest, Pharaoh changes his name 


from Joseph to (i Zaphnath pan- 


neah, and procures him an honour- 
able alliance, by marriage with Aa- 


nath, the daughter of -Potipherah (i 
Prieniof One: mln nc ee 


meneing soon after his promotion, 
Joseph entered on his office of in- 
spector- general of provisions through- 


out the kingdom of Egypt; and mak- 
ing a circuit; reserved all the food 
that could be spared from the abso- 
lute demands o Re use in store- 
houses appointed for that necessary 
purpose. | C | . 


© The same method he invariably 


pursued every season of the fruitful 


years, till he had amassed such quan- 


tities of provisions, as even to exceed 

Cn 8 

During the time of plenty, two 

sons Were born to e eldest 
of whom he called 


_ . N 


| | called ( Manaf/e/r, 
and the younger ( Ephraim. 


The seven years of plenty being | 


expired, the seven years of dearth | 


commienced, according to Joseph's 


prediction, and spread not only 


4 * 


throughout the land of Egypt, but 


also to the neighbouring countries; 


n 


r i 203 eee 
)  Zaphnath-panneah, that is, Revealer of Secrets. | 


It was customary for princes to give foreigners a' new 
name, to denote their naturalization, to take 17 8 all in- 
vidious distinction, and declare them worthy of their most 


(i) Prieft of On. The word translated priest, signi- 


ſies also the friend and privy counsellor of the king; and 
the Chaldee renders it 


Printe of On. Some Eng- 
liſh translations render it Prince in the text, and set 


0x THE Hou BIE . 
Having thus bestowed on him the 


| but through Joseph's provident care, 
under the blessing of Divine Provi- 
dence, Egypt was well furnished with 
provision, insomuch that application 
was made to Pharaoh not only by his 
own subjects, but foreigners, for 
bread and other necessaries of life. - 
The king referred all e | 
to him to Joseph, who opened the 
store-houses, and sold to the Egyp- 
tians and others, in such quantities 
and at such rates as seemed to him 
most just and equitable. __ .,, 
The famine having raged more 
than a year in Jacob's country, ten 
of Joseph's brethren, at the instiga- 
tion of their father, came from Ca- 
naan to Egypt to buy corn, as they 


felt the effects of the dearth more se- 
verely than the Egyptians, who had 
com laid up in g . oo. 
On their arrival, their business ne- 
cessarily brought them before Jo- 
seph, who had the entire superin- 
tendence of the disposal of the corn: 
when they approached. him therefore, 
| they (m) bowed as a token of reve- 
rence to his digniffed office. Joseph 
no sooner saw them than he knew 
them to be his brethren; but chusing 
to try the effect of Severity in bring- 
ing them̃ to a due sense of their un- 
natural behaviour towards him, ab. 
rubtly demanded of them, whence 
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renders it Prieft in the text, and sets Prince in the © 
: . DDNMIREDS T7 or 4 
( Manaſſeh or Forgetfulneſs, for he said, God hath 
made me forget all my toit, and all my father's hon. 
(b.) Ephraim, or Fruitful, alluding to the words 
| which immediately follow, God hath cauſed me to be 


— 


. 


| fruitful in.the land of my affliflion. 


bn] Bowed, &c.. Thus was fulfilled the first of 


* 


Tee in the margin; and the last translation to it, | 


| Joxeph's dreams, concerning the sub jection of his brethren 


to him, in future times, 


they 


« * 
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they Se and, on their replying, | 
from the land of | Canaan to bu 

provisions,” ” he charged them wi | 
Ing 


| of RS country 


15 5 


design, but merely to 


von, added, (o) that they were all 
one man's sons, 


only ten, 


hes father, and the: next to him 
dead. 
dee Pape cell westen chat they 
8 were spies, and to try them, put the 
char Fee upon this issue. Ye say, 
Said he, ye have a younger brother, 
agree upon one of you to go and fetch 
him, and ye shall be kept in prison 
the mean time, that I may be satis- 


fed whether what ye say be true; 
otherwise as sure as Pharaoh lives, 114 


_— look upon you as 'spies.” 
_ He: then committed them to cus- 

| for three days, in order to con- 
5 cal what was best to be done, and 
on the third day advised them to 
2050 ply with his injunction; assuring 
Wen that he was actuated by the fear 


of God; this do and live, - for I fear | SP 


5 spies, who came thither to 
make discovery of the be, I : 


which had been 
twelve formerly, but now were there 
the youngest being with 


n 


* 8 „ 1 


a 


Seth Air they came: up 5 | 
4 mity, and knowing it vain to remon- 


corn; and to enforce their derber strate with one, under whose 1 imme- 


Who mig 
under mis 


LY nnn Pp 


1 


f 
4 
4 
* 


þ 


Jene of your brethren * bound en the 


| houfer of your priſon; go he, carry 
corn ſor the: famine-of. your houſes, 
but bring your youngeſt other unto 


me, ſo fall your. words be ee 
and he Mall not di | 
Being reduced to a state of e: 


diate power they were, they unani- 
mously agreed to the proposal; 


While their present situation reminded 


them of the state of their brother, 
eee be dead, or 

le circumstances; and 
they began to reproach one another 
with the same, in terms to this effect, 


| © Justly do we now suffer for our 


cruelty to our brother, to whom we 


refused mercy, though he begged it 


in the anguish of his soul, therefore 
God is * in e apo Us: this 
distress.“ 45 9 by | 


W eee now Ms oy caadien, to re- 


mind them of the e ex of 
their not attending to his 


os esire and 
advice;  Spake not I unto yo, ay 
ing, do not n againſt the child, and 


ve would not ho ?.- therefore behold 


alſo kts. blood is required. It is to 
be observed, that Joseph before had 
oken to them by an interpreter ; 


| God: and farther to assure them of | and they therefore knew not that he 


his unwillingness, that their families 


Should suffer for their faults, or that 


they should suffer if they were inno- 


cent, he _ 92 2 be true 1 r N 


3 0 "9 
— 


5 ry Nakedneſs.. That i is to ohetive is che 
and remark the weakness or nakedness of the land. He- 


„** 


rodotus observes that Joseph 
through thoze paxiagery by wary alone it was + hable to 
de invaded, RY 


7 2 3 54 
* . „ 


— 


$ brethren entered Egypt | 


understood their language; but now 
as he heard and understood their dis- 


course, though the interpreter was 
"inn: A Wah. 80 > affected * their 


1 


1 


1017 That they hav of e l, &c. _ 
—_ We are no spi SLES 
man, and surely it cannot e Suspect wed per- 
T: ka 
I | 


0 A 
FOND 3 N 1 & 25 
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* £ 
— N 


. of THE HOLY BIBLE: 
case, that he was obliged to withdraw; | 


that unseen, he tight r en ain 


affectionate tears. 
When he returned tothe again, 


caused Simeon to be bound in their 
|: with. 


. wholly incapable in a strange coun- 


sight, and having set the rest at li- 
berty, ordered their sacks to be filled 
with corn, and every man's money 


to be put in his sack; he then dis- 


ned dem 143 oath 

When they came to 5 inn, where 
they sojourned the first night; one of 
them opening his sack to give his ass 
provender, observed his money in the 
mouth of it, and being surprized, ac- 


money, they looked confusedly at one 


another, and esteeming this an addi- 


tional judgment of God upon them, 
cried out, what 1s this-that God hath 
done unto us? In due time however 


through the clemency and kmdness of 
their unknown brother, they reached 


the muck desired land of enn, | 


CHAP. XI. 


FATHER THE PARTICULARS OF THEIR 
ADVENTURES. JACOB IS WITH MUCH 
© DIFFICULTY PREVAILED ON TO SEND 


| BENJAMIN - INTO EGYPT.  JOSEPH'S 
© BRETHREN ARRIVE 'IN EGYPT, AND 


ARE KINDLY ENTERTAINED BY. HIM. 
' JOSEPH'S DEVICE TO PROLONG. THE 
- STAY. OF HIS BRETHREN. HE AT 
LENGTH MAKES HIMSELF KNOWN. 
TO THEM, AND SENDS FOR HIS AGED 
FATHER, WHO 1S RE JOICED AT THE 
NEWS OF SO UNEXPECTED AN EVENT. 


HE sons of Jacob being arrived 
at the habitation of their vene- 


\ 
69 


rable father, with eagerness of impa- 


tience told him the particulars of their 
journey, but especially the reception 
they had met from the viceroy of 


. who, having charged them 
being spies, and they being 


try of clearing themselves, had ob- 
liged them to leave Simeon behind 
in prison, as a pledge, till they should 
bring Benjamin, on which terms 
alone their innocence could be justi- 


fied, or they obtain liberty of carry- 
| ing on any traffie in the, land: of 


E 


quainted his brethren with the unex-- | 


pected event. When they beheld the | 


his ne news e affected the * 
old Patriarch, who was already bereft 
of two of his children, and now on 


the point of losing his youngest son 
Benjamin. 
when they emptied their sacks, e every 
man's money 


To increase his concern, 


was found in his sack, 


from hence they all feared; that this: 


circumstance might afford fresh mat- 


ter of accusation and hinder their 
clearing themselves of the charge al- 
ledged against them. But the case 


| vas urgent: Reuben therefore to 
8 JOSEPH: 8 BRETHREN RELATE TO THEIR 


prevail with his father to consent to 


the departure of Benjamin, desired 
him tõ commit the care of this darling 
child to him, engaging on the penalty 


of losing his 3 two children, to 


— — 


restore him in gaſe 


But this e "ar little weight 


' 0 the affectionate Patriarch, who 


answered him in a manner e e 
bly pathetic, and which paints him to 
us in an attitude of grief lamenting 
the loss of his children i 15 the most 


melting terms of paternal fondness, 


| my jon ſhull not go down. with You, for 
. 6 I Wk £4? 11 e 271 - To! Pf his 


70 „ 
nig (s brother is dead, and he is left 
alone if miſchnef befal him by the 
way in the which he go, then ſhall ye 
brang down my grey hers with ſor- 


70 Lo the 
In this state of doubt 


e. 


+ 


upon them, not to presume to ap- 


Proach him more without their bro- 


ther Benjamin. 


His sons knowing that their de- 


Parture without him would not only 
argue in them the greatest folly and 
rashness, but also expose them to the 


resentment of the second person in 
the kingdom; and, at the same time, 
thinking it impossible to bring their 


father to consent, were reduced to the 
utmost dilemma. Reuben had tried 


his efforts in vain; Judah therefore 
addressed him in more positive terms, 
urging at once the absolute and indis- 
pensable necessity of carrying Benja- 

min with them; *< as the viceroy had 


most solemnly declared, they should 
not so much as see his face, if they 
brought not their brother Benjamin 
Ren e290 oil 


The poor old man; thus reduced to 
a straight, in the fulness of his soul, 


reproves his sons for acquainting the 


man that they had a brother. And 


they in excuse told him, © that he 


enquired so minutely into their cir- 


cumstances and family, that they 
could not possibly avoid it: nay, he 


and perplex- 

ity they passed their time, till their | 
stock being exhausted, their father 
desired them to repair to Egypt in | cessity of their return, and forcibly: 
order to. replenish, taking no notice | 
of the injunction the viceroy had laid 


b; (#) Brother, &c, | His only brother, | by on 


mother Rachel, his beloved wife; Joseph and Ben- 


| ſhalt thou require him, I _ aim 
not unto thee, and ſet him be 
thee, then let me bear the lame for 


A COMPLETE HISTORY 


even asked, if they had another bro-— 
ther, and whether their father was 
living; and added moreover, that 
they had no reason to suppose he 
would have obliged them to bring 


their brother with them 
Judah now observing his father in 
some kind of doubt, repeats the ne- 


urges him to consent; ſend the lad 
with me, and we will ariſe and go, 
that we may live and not die, both we' 


and thou, and alſo our little ones T 


- will be ſurety for him, of my hand 


ore 
oO WO VE ME er VNC 

Affection at length submitted to 
necessity, which wrought the good 
old man into compliance; he there- 
fore advised them, as 2t muſt be ſo, to 
take some of the most valuable com- 


modities of the country, such as balm, 


spices, myrrh and almonds, together 


| with double money in their sacks (lest 


the price of what they had already 
brought away should be demanded) 


and their brother Benjamin; adding, 


for their success, this fervent and 
pious prayer, and God Almighty give 


you mercy before the man, that he may 
end away your other brother, and 
Benjamin. 
them, affectionately said, 7 I be 
bereaved 
| Feaved, —- : 


And taking his leave of 
of my children, I am be- 


Thus patiently acquiescing with 


the: will of Heaven, he dismissed 
| them, who according to his advice, 


3 1 1 


| jamin, being the only children deſcended from Ra- 
chel. *- © © | | | 


having ; 


having taken double money, a pre- 
sent to appease the incensed viceroy, 
departed with their brother Benjamin, 
being animated with the hope of ap- 
pearing in Egypt with honour and 
6ꝛ'!s,, e 
Immediately on their arrival, they 
were presented to the viceroy, who, 


observing his favourite Benjamin a- 


mong them, commanded his steward 
to conduct them into the house, and 
rovide suitable entertainment, as he 


intended they should dine with him. 


In obedience to his master's com- 


mand, the steward conducted them 


in, and observing their fear, enquired 
the cause; and when they told him it 
arose from a suspicion, that they were 


detained for the sake of the money 
which was left in their sacks at the 


late departure, he bade them fear no- 
thing, for it was their God and the 
God of their fathers, who had put 
that treasure into their sacks, and in 
order to comfort them, brought forth 


3 


their brother Simeon, and gave orders 


for them to betreated with the 
civility. . 08 
As the steward had informed them 
they were to dine with the viceroy, 
they prepared their presents, 3 
when he entered, they offered with 
the lowest prostration. e 
Joseph saluted them with 
most cordiality, anxiously inquirin 
concerning the welfare of the goo 
old man. They submissively plants 
thy ſervant our father is in good 


utmost 


cf 


(4) To eat, &c. The enmity which subsisted between 
the en and Hebrews, arose not, as some have ima- 
gined, from the latter's eating animal food, but from their 
low degree in life, being shepherds, an employment, de- 
spized by the Egyptians, though esteemed by the Hebrews, 


the ut- 


: 


| 
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health, he is yet alive. Though Jo- 


— 34 
7 


\ 


seph addressed his brethren in general 


terms, his attention was chiefly fixed 
upon his brother Benjamin,” who was” 


1 _ 
most near and dear to him; he 
therefore enquired of them, if he was 
the younger brother, whom they had 


mentioned ? And without waiting for 


an answer, thus saluted him ; God be 
gracious unto thee, my ſon. His af- 


fection was now wrought to such a 


pitch, that unable to contain the flood 


of tears that was ready to gush, he 


retired hastily into his chamber, in 


order to give vent to the excess of 


his passion. 
When he 
washed his face, that it might not ap- 
pear that he had wept, he returned 
to them very cheerfully, and ordered 


the provision to be brought upon 
table; Joseph, on account of his ex- 


alted station, sat by himself, provi- 
sion having been prepared for his 
brethren by themselves, and also for 


| the Boy pens; who were to dine with 


him by themselves, for the Egyptians 
disdained () to eat with the Hebrews, 
who were employed in the humble 
state of a pastoral life. NR 


The brethren were 3 in rank 


exactly according to their respective 
ages, a circumstance which not a 


little (v) surprized them: thus placed, 


een sent each of them a mess from 
is own table; but to Benjamin he 


sent a mess containing five times as 


much as any of the rest; however 


— 


(7) Surprized them. As they knew not their 
brother Joseph, they might well marvel, by what 
means he could attain to so exact a knowledge of their 


respective ages. 


they 


71 


had dried his tears, and 


* 


1 
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they were all refreshed and chee rfully X 


_ _ xegaled. Jacob's sons, being thus 
cordially received, and generously 
"entertained, had reason to banish their 

fears and encourage their hopes: but 

a cloud yet hung over them; for 
though Joseph from his ardent love 
towards his brother Benjamin imme- 
diately desired to make himself 
known; yet he deferred it some time 


scheme, that might again perplex and 
remind them of the eruel manner in 
which they had formerly treated him, 

as well as try their affection towards 
his darling brother Benjamin. | 
To effect this design, he ordered 

his steward to fill their sacks with 
corn, and to put every man's money 

in his sack; but to put into the sack 

of the youngest, not only his money, 


used to drink. This done, early the 

next morning they proceeded on their 
Journey homeward; but were not far 
ga advanced, when Joseph ordered his 
- 8teward to pursue, and reproach them 


rying off the particular cup, out of 
which his Lord drinketh, and (5) di- 
%% eros el ĩ⁊̃⁊ñ̃ prot lh 
» - Concious of their innocence, they 
. were not affected by the charge, and, 
as a test of their integrity, reminded 
the steward of their bringing back the 
money which they found in the 
mouths of their sacks: nay, so con- 


Aa * DR EF 3 1 AE 1 


8 an 


8 um Fes * 
— 


„ 


and not one used in libations and divinations, is N 
asserted; it follows therefore that the word translated, 
divineth, is pope] rendered; if it will admit of any 
other acceptation: an 

| tation, appears from Gen. xxx. 275 and 1, Rings xx. 33. 


longer, in order to accomplish a 


but the silver cup, out of which he 


With the highest ingratitude, in car- 


( Divineth. As this was a common drinking <uP, | 


that it doth admit of another accep- 


y 


— 


: 


„ 3 


| 


or faultleſs, 


fident were they of their probity, that 
to-obviate even a suspicion, they of- 
fered to stand search under the se- 
verest penalties : With ꝛuhomſocver of 


thy ſervants it be found, both let him 
die, and we alſo will be my Lord's 


The steward took them at their 
word, but softened the penalty, fix- 


ing it, that he on whom the cup 


should be found, should be his ser- 


vant, and the rest (t) blameless. 


Impatient to prove their innocence, 
every one hastily unloaded his beast, 


and, as they opened their sacks, the 
Steward searched them, and beginning 
at the eldest, and proceeding on to 


the youngest, found the cup in Ben- 
jamin's sack. e ory 
Here was an absolute conviction 
without the shadow of guilt; yet in 
vai did the poor youth pretend to a 
defence against evident demonstra- 


tion. - Benjamin's life, at least his li- 
berty, was forfeited by mutual agree- 


ment. They rent therefore their 


clothes, and without attempting even 
| ha the fact, loaded their asses, 


returned to the city. 


Joseph had remained at home, ex- | 


cling the event, and when they ap- 


proached his presence, they fell to the 


ground in a most sorrowful submis- 
Without giving them time to offer 


a word in their on defence, Joseph 


charged them with the fact, and their 


1 


in both which places it signifies, to try, search, or make 
experiment. The sense then in this place must be, that it 
was a trial of their honesty, or rather an experiment or 
proof of their dishones ty. 1 

(2) Blameleſs, The Hebrew word, signifies innocent 


folly 


| be not with me? leſt peradventure 1 


folly in committing it without the 
least prospet of concealment ; What 
deed ts the ye have (u) done? Wot 
ye not that such a man as Jean (vo) 
certainly divine? In the midst of a 
general horror, Judah, in an humble 
tone, eries out to this effect, We 
have nothing to offer in our defence; 
God hath detected our iniquity, and 
Ve must remain slaves with him in 
whose sack the cup was found. 
Joseph interrupted himby declaring 
that he could by no means do such in- 
justice; for that he only who stole the 
cup should be his slave, while the rest 
of them should return home to their 
CCCCFCCCCCCCCCCCCCC 260 
Judah, finding the Viceroy some- 
what softened, was encouraged to ap- 
proach him nearer, and represented 
to him, in a very pathetic manner, the 
case between them and their father, 
relative to their bringing their brother 
Benjamin into Egypt, pass ionately de- 
seribing the old man's extraordina 
affection for this child of his age; the 
regret with which he parted from him, 
the inconsolable loss that would re- 
sult from his being detained, and the 
curses he would pronounce to them 
in his departing moments, for depriv- 
ing him of hat he held most dear. 


b 


} 


73 


fee the evil that ſhall come on my Ja- 
fen. 25 

This pathetic address | 
seph to the soul. Ordering 

therefore all e to depart, that 

he might discover himself with more 

affectionate freedom: he burst into 
tears, and pathetically exclaimed, 7 

am Joseph; Doth my og live? 

What a beautiful transition! 

His soul was so full of filial affection 
for the good old man, that before he 

had finished his sentence, he inquired 

after him, though they had before 
told him he was alive. 

Conseious guilt, at th 


struck Jo- 


ie very name of 
that Joseph, whom they had so un- 
naturally treated, struck them dumb, 
as they now dreaded the power he 


| had to resent the injuries they had 
done him. But brotherly love over- 


came resentment, and banished every 
desire of revenge; for Joseph observ- 
ing the confusion of his brethren, 
in the most endearing accents bids 
them approach, assuring them, he 
was the very hrother they had sold 
in Egypt; and though he had assu- 
med the dignity becoming his office, 
he still retained the tenderness of a 
brother; and lest their fear should 


To this striking representation he 
added, Now therefore I pray thee, let 
8 abide, inſtead of the lad, 

4 ond man to my Lord, and let the 
lad go uß with his brethren; for how 
Jhall Igo up tomy father, and the lad 


N 


, (=) Wot pe not, Ge. The word wot; is derived from 
- oh sn witan to knom, it should therefore be rendered, 
F accoring to the present mode of writing, know ye not ?, - 

E 


() Certainly devine. Know ye not that I can 


- prevail, he desired them no longer 
to afflit themselves with remorse for 
their former behaviour towards him 
since it was the means by which a 
wise Providence was pleased to dis- 
pose of him for their preservation. 


— 


office, that I am one of the great ministers of state; while | 
| the other diviners are preferred only from the college of 
priests;. as I am therefore superior to them, could you be 


certain) divine ?” as if he had said, You see by my 
"Ry tt | 1 


7 


robbery ?? 


1nsensible that it was in my power to divine, or detett your 


U He 


"IS 


-24 
bring his father, and the whole fa- 


Egypt; 


Father to this effect; 


fore defer not coming; 
5 provide (x) Goſhen for the Mace of 


_ us 1 myſelf t 


glory here, . all that yo have 
een; and make hafie.. a L condufi. | 
im hitler, |. 
Then taking Benjamin in his arms, 


Vept over ihem. | 
| _ and reconciliation having die 5 
ed 


FJustly have expected from him, they 


= * all had to o Herb. as very | 


CY 


He then 3 aha 558 chould * 


mily of Israel out of Canaan into 
and, as an indueement 0 
n country, de- 
o address their 
e God hath 
made me Lord of all Egy t, there- 
or, I Will 


them to leave their e 
sired them from hin 


thy. habitation, and there wi Lnou⸗ 
rish thee, and „ family, lest they 
_ come to want.“ | 
Lest they, might (r) doubt tha he | 
was indeed their brother Joseph, he 
told them, your eyes ſee, and the eyes 
/ my brother Benjamin, ( whom my. 
Fat lter wil ej epecrally rex y regard) that it 
+ {peak to you. And 
to comfort my 7 tell hn my 


9 


they wept-for joy; and, as a seal of 
pardon for all o -nces, he tenderly 
embraced, kissed them severally, and 
Joseph's kind car- 


8 


their fears and apprehensions 
15 the severe resentment they might 


took heart, and: named e e | 
with him. | 
The et of the ere of, 


raoh's court; Which, for the great re- 


. * Fu 


% W —_— * W * * — 
a / 


ben Got: This ws Gt he Mul ak ef il 1 
Egypt, especiall) for pasturage ; and therefore the most 
ee far them, who were brought up sbepherds. 

e) Re. Joys Oey RE « oral to them by | 


E:7 3 » 
* 

2 ; , 
S 2 N : * «3 
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agreeable. to the king and all about 
him; who immediately orders Joseph 
to gend his brethren to conduct his 


father, and all that belonged to him, 


into Egypt, where he should share of 
the best during the famine, of which 


there were five years to come. 
Joseph gladly obeys, and accords. 
ing! y Provides carriages and food 


for their journey. But for a present 
to his father, he sent ten asses laden 
with the choicest dainties Egypt af- 

forded, and ten she asses 8 45 With 
corn and provisions for him by the 
way. To, cheer his brethren, and 

| confirm his leve to. them, he gave to. 
each of them changes of raiment; 
but to distinguish Benjamin from the 

Test, he 


gave him three hundred 
pieces of silver, and ſive changes or 
suits of clothes: and knowin their 
3 disposition, and fearing 
should enter into some debate 


— was most in fault for the 1 injurx 


done to him, be lays a strict charge 


— them,. not to fall out by: the | 


eee 54 7 bis. 1— | 
thren, they make. the best of their 
way to. Canaan, where they were 


joy fully received. by, their ets old 


Father, especially upon the return of 
his two sons, Simeon and Benjamin, 


whom he scarce expected to see 


again. But when they acquainted 


en s brethren soon spread in Pha- | 8 with Joseph's being alive, and 


e he lived in, his former 
gri revived, and — the ex 


an interpreter, he bits oc Prered that now he . 
them in the Hebrew tongue, they might the better be as- 


| sured* that it was he their brother. tha ene "cons. 
; vened wit dem. rl 


a > 44 


AE of | egen 


* 
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travagant account dy gave, he had p waggons which 8 had bent lo 
like to have died: but when he saw | convey them. | 
the carriages with the presents and They took also with them their 
provisions Joseph had sent for him, | cattle, and their goods, which they 
| his fainting spirits, like an oil. spent had gotten in Canaan, and came into 
lamp opportunely supplied, revived, | Egypt, Jacob, his sons and his sons“ 
and in an ecstasy of joy, he cried out, sons, his (x) daughters, and his sons 
* This is ens my expectation: | daughters, making in all ( 9) ceventy 
my son Joseph yet Ale ZF will go: persons. 
and see him before I die.” Accord- | Jacob being l on the beakets 
"ingly he took his journey with all | of Egypt, dispatches his son Judah 
that he had; and stopping at (5) before him, to receive directions for 
Beer-sheba, he offeredsacrifice to the | going to gen; who soon returns 
God of his father Isaac. Here it was [| to his father, and conducts him chi- 
God spake to Israel in the visions of ther; where Joseph, with a train be- 
the night, bidding him fear not to go coming his high station, meets him, 
down into (7) Egypt, for he would and with infinite satisfaction congra- 
there make of him a great nation; tulates his happy arrival in a 4. 60 
that he would. go. with him, and || where he had power to make the rest 
surely (a) bring him thence again, | of his life easy and comfortable. 
and that his beloved Joseph should Here were the highest ecstasies f 
chere (w) close his eyes. filial duty and parental affection ex- 
Jacob encouraged by this — * pressed: tears of joy flowed on both 
promise left R and cheer- sides; and whilst Joseph was contem- 
| fully pursues his. journey towards plating the divine goodness that had 
Egypt; his sons carrying with them | restored him once more. to the sight 
their lutle-ones and their wives in the 515 his ppc! OS. the Feet Patria ch 


* 
1 


— 


5 n Here it was, hs the 1574 ap- | him be Should = SR Gen. EP 4. for = Jmeph i. 
2 to his father Isaac, and blessed him, and where |. Promised to Fon. his e 
5 father built an altar, and worshipped-the Lord; Gen. A Cloſe. W d mig r iuny infer that 
-XXVi, 23, 24, 25. But by Jacob's offering. racrifice be sbould die a yrs death, and that his son 
here, it may. reasonably be — 75 that 80 ige a should be with him to the last moment of his life ; "which. 
man as he was, not only gave God thanks for the preserv- en to the fond old Patriar en 
ation of his son Joseph, and safe return of his bther.sons, (x) Daughters. This will admit of a two-fold'mean- - 
but implored the divine proteftion and blesing ee 10g; first, as. it was a general way of speaking, such as 
and his, in the journey he had now undertaken. Sarah used when she aid, 65 hg Mou have ſaid to 
(t) Egypt. Though God had promised the land of Abraham that Sarah ſhould have given Jv Sas c _ we 
Canaan to Israel's rity, yet he persuades him to go Gen. xxi. 7, whereaz\she never gave suck but 
into Egypt, | 7h om a country where. his ancestors , had child, Isaac. Secondly,” though eee. had 
been ill treated) for he would protect him. one daughter, which = Dinah, yet here 
(u) Bring, 8c... That is, not that he should live ts ö N to speak of his daughters: in- aw. 1 
come out of Egypt, but that his body should. be carried 7 names of Jacob's family, which he ca 
from thence to be buried in the sepulchre of his ancestors, [ into Egypt, are particularly expressed, Gen. 
and that his posterity sbould possess the promised land, I xlvi. 8. to 25. "An J boch 80 and Deut. x. 22, are 
from which he was departed. For as to Israel's dying in computed to be in the wh whole aide 1 and ten. 
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Ats BRETHREN AND DIES. S . 


thinking his joy on earth complete, 
desired to hive no longer: *Now, Jays 
e hie, let me die, | Since I have seen hy 

face.” 4 7) 2, Kat a £25 8 4 | i 
1 By 


* ** 


. 
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"BRETHREN TO THE KING, WHO RE. 


CEIVES THEM GRACIOUSLY; AND AP. 
_ +: POINTS THEM | AMPLE, MAINTAIN. 


Neck. JACOB'S CHARGE. HE BLES- 


SES EPHRAIM AND MANASSEH, THE | 
„ CHILDREN OF JOSEPH. BLESSES HIS 
S SONS IN PARTICULAR, AND HAVING . 

-* GIVEN THEM CHARGE CONCERNING + 
MIS BURIAL, DIES. [JACOB'S BURIAL. - 
© "JOSEPH PREDICTS THE RETURN OF | 


- 


AFTER these mutual endear- 
A. ments, Joseph proposes to his 


* 
5 
F 
* 
* 


father and brethren that he would 
acquaint the king with their arrival; 
Which, he was in 
to do, since the king had sent for 


titude obliged 


them, instructing them at the same 
time that he would acquaint him with 


their manner of life, which was in 


' breeding and nourishing cattle, that if 


should enquire of them what occu- | 


answer accordingly; by. which they 
would secure the land of Goshen for 


_ their use, where they might live and 


take care of their flocks and herds 
by themselves; for the Egyptians did 


80 abominate. Shepherds, that they | 
would never suffer them to live pro- 


miscuously amongst the. 

Taking therefore five of the most 
graceful persons of his brethren; he 
| 18 and acquainted Pharaoh that his 


= 
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| JOSEPH INTRODUCES HIS FATHER'AND | 


— 


A COMPLETE HISTORY | 


father and family were' arrived in 
Goshen, and presented the five he 


had brought with him to the king, 
-who treated them respectfully for Jo- 


seph's sake; and demanding what 
they were bred to, they, according 


to their instructions answered, that 


they were shepherds, and humbly 
begged ve to settle in Goshen. 
The king turning to 1 told him, 
the whole land s at thy diſpoſal, 
place them in the 5 of it, in 
Goshen, / they like that beſt; and 
if there be any among them of extra- 
ordinary ſtill in their way, let them 
have the care and management of my 
Joseph's p 
e > RY Wn his ta 
the king, whom Jacob reverently sa- 
lates. The king graciously conde- 
scending to walk with him, enquires 
his age; who tells him he was an hun- 
dred and pa years old, though his 
ancestors had lived to a greater age. 
T Then taking leave of Pharaoh, Jo- 
seph placed his father and his bre- 


o 


ojeR thus happily suc- 
ather to 


gf 


thren in Rameſes, a city afterwards 


of Goſhen, which was the most fertile 
part of Egypt, where he nourished 
them, and provided for them accord- 
ing to their families, with that care 
and tenderness, as if they had been 
mis children. 5 


. Good old Israel and his family be. 


ing thus happily disposed, "te | 
turns to his charge. And now the 


famine increasing, people from all 


yarts of . ern Canaan repair to 
Facuph, who furnished them with pro- 
visions as long as their money held 
out; by which means he had collected 

all the money in the land, and brought 
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it into the King's Exchequer. And 
when their money failed, they brought 
their cattle, and he gave them bread 
in exchange for them. 


Thus they went on till the (2) 


sixth year, and then the famine pressed 
them so hard, that they were forced 
to lay their condition before him, tel - 
ling him, that their money was spent, 

and he having got their catihę already, 
they had now nothing left to offer 
him but their bodies and lands, which 


or else they must pe riss. 
Joseph took them at their word, 
and in the king's name, and for his 
use, bought all the land of Egypt, 
except the land of the priests, who. 
having an allowance from the king, 
were not compelled to part with their 


possessions. But the rest of the Egyp- | 
and loyalty, they unanimously ery 


| out to Joseph, let us find favour in | 


tians, sold their estates; and thus the 
land became intirely the kings. 
Then Joseph repeating, the condi- 
tion of the bargain, tells them; Be- 
hold, I have this day bought both ou 
and your land for Pharaoh. Now. 
here 1s W you, and ye ſhall (a) 
Jow the land. But upon theſe terms 
ſhall you hold your land: Ye- ſhall 
every year give the fifth part of your 


kncreajſe to Pharaoh, and the other. 


four. parts ſhall be your own. for 
feed, and for food for yourſelves and, 


Families. 


year; but it must not be understood to be the second year 
of the seven years of famine, but the second from the time 
chat their money failed, which was indeed the sixth of the 
seven. Gen, xlvii. 18. | 


{a} Som. This being the laſt year of the seven barren - 


|| which nature's. lamp grew 


©. Thus, Joseph settled it a standing 


- (=) Sixth,” This generally is translated the second 


law all over Egypt, that Pharaoh 
should have the fifth part of the 


yearly increase of the lands, except - 


the lands of the priests. As for com- 
mon people, Joseph ( removed 
them from the places of their con- 


stant abode to a greater distance, 


vhereby they in time knew not where 


to claim. 


Thus the Egyptians saved their 
lives at the loss of their estate and 
liberties, and of freedom became 


they besought him in pity. to accept, | bond- men; in which condition they 


yet rejoiced, and gratefully acknow- 
ledged Joseph's care, calling him 


their preserver: and to shew how 


willingly they submitted to these 


terms, which the sons of liberty and 


property would inveigh against as: 
insupportable, to assure their prince, 
notwithstanding this, of their duty 


t fight [that those conditions may. 
be ratified ] and we will be the king's: 
ſfervants. = Zoe 


Ee a . 5 3 + 5#7 74%. BY 
The seven Rn of famine were 


succeeded by plentiful and seasonable 
years, the earth resuming its former 


: fertility, and the whole land abound- 


ing in all the usual productions of na- 
ture. Twelve of these years of plenty. 
Jacob lived to see: at the end o 

w dim, and 
near extinguished in him; his decayed 
spirits warn him of approaching fate, 
[os a0 —— 
seats and demesnes, and shifting them to and fro, one upon 
. another's land, but leaving none upon their on, he might 


TSS 3 
# 


che better confirm Pharaoh's title to the whole. 


Besides, this changing of habitations «hewed they had 
nothing of their own, but received all of theking's bounty. 


5 A Contel ET miSTORY | 


and each drooping faculty beats an 
alarm of deatg 1 


He therefore sends to his son Jo- 
seph, and obliges him by an oath to | 


bury him in the sepulchre of his fa- 


thers, which Joseph swears to do. 


Upon this Jacob bowed himself to 


God, who besides all his other mer- 

cies, had given him a fresh assurance 

by Josep s promise and oath, that 
d 


be carried out of Egypt | the death a 


he shou 
into the promised land. 


Joseph leaving his fat 
satisfied in the assurance he had given 
him, returns home; but is soon re- 
called by the sad message of his sick- 
ness. Whereupon he took his two 
sons, Manaſſeh and Ephraim, and 
went to visit him. | 
The feeble patriarch summoneth 
all his spirits, and exerts them so far 
as to sit up in his bed to receive his 
favourite son. 
came near him, he (c) recounted to 
him the promise which God had made 
to him of the land of Canaan; God 
Almighty, said he, appeared to me at 


vill make thee . and multiply 

thee, and make of thee a multitude of 

- people, and will give this land to thy 
feed for an everlaſting paſſeſſion. 
Then taking Joseph's two sons into 

a peculiar participation of this pro- 
mise, he adopted them as his own im- 


Simeon, says he, they shall be mine, 
$0 as to become each of them head of 


a distinct tribe in Israel, and to enjoy 


0 \Recounted, | Perhaps  Joxeph might not know of 


4 
* 
4 


And when Joseph 


„ 


| 


q 
$ 


for the issue thou shalt beget after 


them, they shall be thine, and shall be 


called by the name of their brethren 
in their inheritance. And going on, 
eph a short account of 
nd burial of Rachel his 


he gave Je 


I 
her intirely | 
ing with Joseph. concerning himself 


All this while that Jacob _ talk- 


and his sons, he had not taken notice 


| that Joseph's sons were with him, but 
spoke of them as if they had been 
absent; till turning to Joseph, and 
seeing somebody with him, though 


he could not well discern who they 
vere (for his eyes being dim er 
age, and the children standing be- 


tween their father's knees, he could 


not e e he asked, who 


place. 
near him, that he might bless them. 


said to Joseph, in a transport of Joys 
I was'out of hopes of ever ſeeing thy 
' face again, 


| /uffered me to live to ſee thee, and thy 
mediate offspring; as for Reuben and cui FTT. 
{ -Josephplacing the children accord- 


children. 


ing to the order of their birth, had 


set Manasseh so as to receive the bles- 


the privilege of primogeniture in right 
of their father Joseph, to whom the 
birth- right was transferred from Reu- 
ben, because of his incestuous trans- 
1 N against his father. But as 


are these? Joseph as piously as di- 
rely answers, they. are my sons, 
| whom God hath given me in this 
Luz, in the land of Canaan, and bleſ. = ES 
fed me; and ſaid unto me, Behold, I | Then Jacob bids him bring them 


: And kissing ; and em racing them, 5 


and now God hath _ 
"doubled that bleſeng; for he hath . 


this before, he having been separated from his father's fa- 
J mily when he was but a by, © 
. 8 
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sing of his father's right-hand, and 
Evliraiin that of his left, guiding his 
hand at the same time. But Israel 


upon the head of Ephraim; who was 
the younger, and his left upon Ma- 
nasseh's head; and he blessed Joseph 


in ping: his children, saying, God | 


before whom. my fathers Abraham 


and Isaac did walk, the Cod which 


fed me all my life-time, to this day, 
and the (d) Angel which redeemed 
me from all evils, bleſs the lads. And 
let my (e) name be named on them, 
and the name of my fathers, and let 
them grow into a multitude in the 
midſt of the earth.” BR 
Joseph was uneasy that his father 


laid his right-hand (which carried- 


with it the preference) on the head 


| hand of 


of the youngest; and supposing it 
had been done through inadvertency, 


he held up his father's hand to re- 
move it 


seh's head, saying, Not ſo, my father; 


. for this is the firft born, therefore put 


thy right-hand wo his head. 
But Israel, actuated by divine di- 
rection, refused, saying, I know it, 


th. 
— 


ed. 


(d) Angel. That is, Christ, who is called the Angel 


or messenger of the covenant, Mal. iii. 1. 


(e) Name. That is, let them be reckoned into our fa- 


mily, equally with the rest of my sons. 
In thee, &c. That is, when any of the peop 
of Israel shall bless their children, they shall say, Be thi 
multiplied as Ephraim and Manasseh are multiplied. 
From hence it was the custom in Israel, that children 
sbould be brought to men eminent for piety, that they 
might bless them, and pray over them: Thus they brought 
little children to ſesus. But when a blesing was given 


raid, God make thee at Ephraim and Manassch; if it was 
to a daughter, God make thee as Sarah and Rebecca, 


Fae. 4 


| terprize, it may be inquired, bow and when he took this 


— 


Portion, Since Jacob was so peaceable a man, 
never, as we read off, engaged in any martial en- 


om Ephraim's to Manas- 


rem. * 


79 


ny fon, I know it. | He alſo ſhall ze. 
| CONSE." 2 and ſhall be great; but 


truly his younger brother ſhall be 


stretching out his right-hand, laid it | greater than he, and his poſterity 


' ſhall become a multitude. * 
Then adding to his former blessin 
he said, /) In thee ſhall Lee 
ſaying, God make thee as Ephraim, 
and as Manasseh; still setting Eph- 
raim before Manasseh. 5 
Then finding himself grow weaker, 
he said to Joseph; I am now near my 
end; but though I leave you, God ſhalt 
be with you, and bring you again in- 
to the land of your fathers. And as 
| for thee, my dear Joseph, as a di- 


1 ftenguriſhing mark of my love, I have 


FT og 7 8 i 
given thee one (g) portion above thy 
brethren, £5, 7 took out of the 
the Amorite, with my bow 
and with my ſword. : 
The conversation hitherto was pri- 
vate, between Jacob and Joseph only: 
But finding his end was very near, he 
called for all his sons together, that 
while he had strength to deliver his 
mind, he might take his farewel of 
them; and not only distribute his 


| blessings among them, but foretel 


—— 


9 


ion of land, which he here gave to Joseph, from the 
ec with his sword and . oh by force of arms; 
Some refer it to that aR of, Simeon and Levi, in - 
ing the inhabitants of Sbechem, Gen, xxxiv.. But that 
cannot be: For first, Jacob disavowed that aft, and blamed. 
them for it, both then and now, Gen. xlvi. 5, 6 7. 
| Secondly, those people of Shechem, whom they Slew, - 
were not Amorites, but Hivites, descended from Hit, 
the sixth son of Canaan, Gen. x. 17. whereas the Amo- 
rites came from the fourth son of Canaan, v. 16. Others 
take these words of Jacob to be spoken in a propbetick 


„ 


by imposition of hands, if it was to a son, he that blessed J sense; foretelling what he in his posterity should do : and 


chrough assurance of faith looking upon it as done, under- 


{| took to dispose of a double portion (appendant to the birth- 

right of Joseph, on whom he had n ar. the birth. right) 

| to be possessed by his posterity. e fo NT” 5 
1. what 


80 


what should befal them = their 
posterity in after-times. Then di- 


recting his speech to them severally, 


he begins thus to the eldest: 

Reuben, 
the prime of my strength, and by 
right of primogeniture wast born to 


many privileges and prerogatives, in 
superiority over @ far raya and in 


power from the double inheritance 
annexed in course to the birth- right: 


but these thou hast forfeited by defi- 


ling ny father's (A) bed. 

2 
1 joined with Levi, for that wicked 
combination between them, in the 
massacre of Hamor and his people. 
Of these therefore Jacob says, that 
they were brethren in iniquity: in- 


struments of cruelty were in their 


habitations: O my soul come not into 
their secrets; let not my honour. be 
vnitedzo their ebe b Tora in their 


. — - 


— 4 5 n — 


wm Bed. When 13 Son * IA had 2 
with Bilhah, his concubinary wife, Gen. xxxv. 22. the 
text says that he took no farther notice of it then ; but now 
at his death he ches him severely with it, and gives 


it as the reason for which he deprived him of; the privi- 
his birth gave him that name, in gratitude and thankful- 
ness to God. But now his father calls him so for another 
reason, alluding to the praise his brethren should give him; 


| and that for man 


leges of primogeniture. 
(i) Simeon. Reuben having forfeited. his right of 
25 rimogeniture, it might be expetted, that it should have 
olved u 


10 Joseph and the idola of his tribe in worshipping 
Baal -peor, Numb. xxv. priesthood, Which was the 
nobler dignity of og mogeniture, was transferred to Levi, 
the third son; and. the kingdom, the other part of the pri. 
iture, to Judah. | 
(8) Man. This i is by figure Synecdoche, pat for all | 


the inhabitants of Shechem. 


© (1), Digged, &c. Meaning the Dae. and ell. 


the cit 
(in) Divide, This dividin x 0 deer to Si- 
meon, whose tribe had not a as lot . ed them in 


Canaan, as the other tribes had; but tl 
Within che lot of Judah, offh. xix. 1. until in the time 
of Hezekiak King of Judah, a party of them smote the 
N remainder of A 


«+ 


thou art my first-born, 


imeon in course is next; dut 
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: 


yy 


he. acl 


Simeon, who was next : but for his cruelty. 


were thrust 


| wats, Judg. 1. 


| anger they slew a (4) man, TOY in 


their cruel rage they (/) digged down 
a wall; cursed be their anger for it 
was fierce; and their wrath, for it 
was cruel, . Thus did Jacob set forth 
their offence in very aggravating cir- 
cumstances, to which he pronounces 
a sentence proportionate, I will (n) 
divide them in Jacob, and scatter 
them in Brael. 
Jacob having treated his three ad. = 
est sons with some Severity, Softens. 
his stile, when he comes to (un) Ju- 
dah; whose name signifying praise, 


| it led him to a high encomium of 
him. 


Judah (aid he) thou a art he whom 


thy brethren shall praise for thy 
| Stren 
put 
pursue them, lay hol 
destroy them: thy father's children 
. 2 hay down before thee. And 


th and courage. Thou shalt 
y enemies to ffi ight; thou shalt 
of them, and, 


thew | 


1 2 A q 


. * 
3 A * 


sessions, 2 i AR iv. 24. dated divided Sun 2 
rest of their own tribe. As for the tribe of Levi, it was: 
| scattered through all the tribe, havin no e od or 
| hare of the land as the other tribes had, | 


(n) Judah. His mother Leah, Gen, xxix. 35. at 


many reasons; viz. 1. The tribe of Judah 


| was the first that entered the Red Sea after Moses. 2. After 0 
| the death of Joshua, the tribe of Judah was pitched upon 
to be commander 1 in chief of all the other tribes, in cheir 


g. From this tribe sprang the pry 428 and 
powerful king David, bis som king Solomon, and several 
other kings till the Babylonish captivity. 4. This tribe 


"| waged war against the Tshmaelites, Idumeans, Moabites, 
| Arabians, and other neighbouring nations. 
| tribe descended Zerobabel, that commanded the 
their return from Babylon. 
tribe sprang CHRIST. 


5. From this 
cople in 
6. And laaily, this 


(o) Bom down.. By this, though the bireh-right - 


transferred from Reuben to Joseph, 1 Chron. v. 1. with. 
| respect to. the double 
malck, NIE themselyes in * 


portion: yet that part of the prero- 
authority, on 


ve f rimo iture, * ana 
r 
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then wrapped up in the contempla- 
tion of Judah's strength and glory, 
he breaks forth into these elegant al- 
legories; © Judah is like a () lion's | 


help, from the prey my son thou 


art gone up. He stooped down, he 


couched as a lion, and as an old hon, 


who shall dare to rouze him?“ then 
describing the duration of his govern- 
ment; the sceptre, said he, shall not 
depart from Judah, nor a 1 ug | 

es- 


be wanting of his issue, till the 
siah come; and unto him shall the 
gathering of the people be.“ Then 
Pursuing his allegories, to set forth 


the prosperity and plenty of Judah's 


tribe and the abundant fruitfulness of 
its soil, he added,“ binding his fole 
unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto 
the choice vine, he washed his 
ments in wine, and his cloaths in the 
blood of grapes; signifying that wine 
should with them 
6 88 : 
Jacob keeping still in Leah's line 
e by Issachar and takes Zebu- 


lon; whose name signifying dwelling, | 
he only says. of him, that he sh 1 


1 2 r 4 


- government: over the rest, is plainly conferred on Judah · 
and so it is explained here, 1 Chron, v. 2. For Judah 
prevailed above his brethren, and of him came the chief 


- ruler, though the birth-right was Joseph's with respecb o 


the inheritance, 


() Lion's Whelp, Here are gradually described by. 


the lion's age, the three degrees of the state of this tribe 


of Judah. The first, 55 under Joshua, the se. 


The third; its con- 


cond, its virile state under Davi 


firmed state under Solomon. 


() Ziden. Accordingly this lot came forth, Zofh. . 


Nix. 11. 


(% Judge: This. was fulfilled in Sampſon, yet was 


no more than Tf/achar did hy Tola, Judg. x. 1. But 
it is supposed; the reason why. this was said of Dan, was, 


to shew that the sons of the handmaids (of which Dan is 


te first named) though as born of bond- women, they 
weren in that respect inferior to the rest of their brethren, 


| down between two burdens: seat 


8 


e as plentiful as 


* 
— 81 


dwell at the haven for ships, and his 
border shall be an haven for ships, 
and his border shall be unto (2) 
Zidon.“ | „„ 
Coming next to Issachar, he com- 
pares him to a strong ass couchin 


in a pleasant and fertile country; but 
being naturally slothful and pusilla- 
nimous, loved an inglorious ease 
more than active liberty and bra- 
JJ REPS THE Sat 
Ihe good old Patriarch having 
gone through with Leah's offspring, 
bo takes the handmaids sons next, 
beginning with Dan, son of Bilhah, 
Rachel's handmaid. Dan signifying 
- judging, he said, Dan shall (7) jud 
his people as one of the tribes of E. 
rael; 155 is, though it was smaller, 
yet should bear as much authority as 
another. That it should be like a 
(s) snake on the way, or an adder in 
the path, whieh bites the horse's heels, 
and makes them throw their riders. 
Here Jacob cried out, 3 *Thave wait- 
ed for thy sal vation, O Lord.” 
When he spake of Gad, alluding 


OY 
1 


1 


| Should: notwithstanding obtain some share in the govern- 
ment. - oe 55 | . 
(s) Snake, This seems to intimate that the Danites 
should prevail more by policy and stratagem, than by 
open force: which Samson's dealing with the Philistines, 
| Fudgen ch. xiv, and xv. and the Danites taking-Laiſh, 
ce. xvin. confirms. | £8 
(e) 1 have. Modern interpreters are very ridiculoualy 
fanciful in the application of this text, distorting it to the 


most extravagant and contrary meanings. There being no 


context to make it out, it looks more like a recommenda- 
tory ejaculation on the death- bed. But if we suppose 
something more than ordinary impressed the Patriarch's 
spirit at this time, might he not have some sense or fore- 
sight of the mischief the Danites afterwards brought upon 
themselves, when having rifled Micha's house, and 
robbed him of his gods, they fell into open ido- 


latry P 
1 28 also. 


* : 


| 
f 
1 
i 
4 


| ae 
5 5 ban run over oat 


Loge, he giveth goodly words. | 
_ thing so much as this, even chose that are for it, conſound- 
| The learned Bochart 
translates the words of the original thus, Naphtali ſhall be 
ant branches. 
ing the Shepherd and Stone synonymous, That of 1610, | 
| reads-it, of whom was the feeder appointed by the Stone 


Four children to 


1 3 of his | 
which at the first numbering of the tribes yielding of men 
AS ELIE an. ce; WE: 


# 
1 


; | 


also to his name, he said, a troop |- 
shall overcome um: but he shall 


overcome at last. 
thought to have referred to what was 
afterwards performed by 
who. was of wy (a) tribe. 


Of happy A 


Soy 


By which he is |: 
Fephthak, E 7 
he foretels, his 


pfead shall be Hoh. and kings should 


-reckon it a dainty; which denoted 
ET | x hors of Jacob. From thence is the 


the exuberant richness of soil. 


 {w) "Naphtali, says he, shall be 


like a tree having grafts, shooting out 
Pleasant branches in its generation.“ 
And now he comes to his beloved 
28 on whom he expatiates ve 
. cannot 1 
him, | | 5 


4 


I says the'4 is like a Traicha! 


tree planted near a'spring, 


wall.” 


1 u n 8 


. 


B 


ing of che tribe of 12 say, Naphtali, ib @ hind let 


ing their own e 


lite a e r out 


This seems to be most et, and natural, nat {7 


2325 pa rg ; 


Interpreters differ in no- 4: 


"a he words, hut from the sense; if ye dae ler, | 


in the following verses, and as good 


I "hate Jacab compared de>arthe(to;s tron," he dana hee of || 
: men 5 


compared to fine trees, Pf. i. g. and xcii. 4 2. either be- | 
cause of their fruitfulness, Naphtali having brought but 


245 years more than fifty thousand, Num. i. 42. 


or upon the account of the fruitfulness of the country, 


Which fell te their lot, which Moses and Josephus repre- 
_— richest of all Juden. 
1 By this rhetorical amplification 


the strength of Joseph's family, and the la 
— le e and M 


a 
— 


Gen. xlvi. 24. which in less than 


A 


5 Sbepherd provides for his flock. 


— 
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And having thus set forch his Saane 
greatness in his posterity, he looks 
back and recollects his at trou- 
wy The {9 ) een "hal he, have 
sorely grieved him, and shot at him, 
and hated him; but his bow abode 
strong, and his hands and arms were 


made strong bythe hands of the migh- 


epherd, the (z) stone of Israel 
to which thou wast advanced by the 
God of thy Father, who chall help 
thee, and by the Almighty, who shall 
bless thee with the (a) blessings of 
Heaven above, blessings of the So ; 
that  lieth under, blessings of the 
breasts, and of the womb.” 3 

Then adding, the blessings of thy : 
Father have prevailed above the bles- 


7 01 yy Lads mort >a unto che ut- 
DE, f EY vos 


1 


seven hundred 1558 5 i. And at the Second nurk- L 
| bering, fourscore. and five thousand and two. hundred, | 
Num. xxvi. far exceeding any other tribeQ. | 
(3) Archers. Amongst these archers, his brethren. 
- may undou claim the first place: for they are ex- 
pressly said tO have bated him, Gen. xxxvii. 4. and to have 
. consprred his death, v. 18. and afterwards to have sold 
him, v. 28. Next to them his lewd mistress, and, by 
her means, his master Potiphar may be reckoned among = 
these archers that sorely grieved him. 55 
(2) Stone. rages? 2 t English translation has it, mak- 


0 Israel : taking the Stone to be Chrift, 500 Bop 
* herd or Feeder * by him to be Joseph. But 
» Tremellius and Junius make Joseph to he both 3 Shep- 
herd and the Stone, viz. of refuge to Israel. There is 
an ellipfes, or defect in the sentence, which interpreters | 
5 a8 er ee e it be taken, un- 
doubte ad a regard to 's constant resisting 
- the" e Ae his ef pier, and — bearing the 3 ; 
rity of his master, and likewise to his taking care of and 
feeding both Israel and the Egyptians, ws Porn 28 


(a Bleſings. These N * 5 
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most bounds of the (5) everlasting 
hills.” And then to-centre them all 
in Joseph, he says, they shall be on 
the head of Joseph, and on the crown 
of him that was separated from his 
bi 0 
jacob concludes with Benjamin, 


his youngest son, of whom he said, 
* Benjaminshall be ra venous as a wolf: 
in the morning he shall devour the 
prey, and at night he shall divide the 


briefly foretells the fierce and cruel 


nature of that tribe, | exemplified, , 


among other instances, in that of the 
(e) Leviies concubine 
The good old Patriarch, having 
delivered himself thus to his sons, 
gives them his blessing, not accord- 
ing to his own natural affection or in- 
clination, but according to the divine 
direction then given him; and put- 
ting them in mind of his death, says, 


lam going to be gathered to my peo- 


le, I charge you bury me with my. 

athers in a | thai is in the geld 
of Ephron the Hittite: which that 
they might not mistake, he further 
describes thus; in the cave that is in 
the held of Machpelah, which is be- 
fore Mamre in the land of Canaan, 


which Abraham bought with the field 
of Ephron the Hittite, for a posses- 
sion of a burying- place. And to en- 


— +. RIS 


#) Everlaſting Tilt. "Which + e 4 8 


commonly used in scripture: but Dent. xxxiti.-4 5, | Scents 
1s text more direttly; where Moses, repeating 
his very blessing of Jacob on Joseph, does not seem 50 
much to regard the comparison of hill in respe& of dura- 
n point of blesing, which God more largely dis- 


: $9 explam this 


tion, as i 
pensed in hills and mountains. 3 

© (c} Levite , Kc. See Judg. xix. 20, 41. INE 
la Laid. Whilst Jacob was prophesying and bles- 
sing his Sons, he sat on the bed, his feet hanging down; 
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gage them the more to perferm his 
wil 


in this, he tells them, there Abra- 
ham and Sarah his wife were buried; 
there Isaac and Rebecca his wife were 
buried; and there I buried Leah.” 
And to assure them of their right to 
that burying-place, he tells them fur- 
ther, that the field and the cave 


therein were purchased not only of 
Ephron, but of the children of Heth. 
HFaving thus given his last charge 
sSpoil, in which words he as aptly as | to his sons concerning his funeral, nge 
4 (a) laid his feet on the bed and quiet- 
ly expired. „ | 


The log of 50 good a father must 


undoubtedly be very afflicting to so 


numerous a family, whose chief sup- 
port depended on the piety of him: 


yet we find none of Jacob's sons that 


paid the least demonstrations of filial 


affection and duty with'so' much de- 
vetion as the pious Joseph. He could 


not see his aged parent's face, though 


dead, without kissing, and bathing it 
| with his tears. And having thus 


given vent to his passion, he com- 
manded his servants, the physicians 
to ( e embalm him; which accord- 


ingly they did. And when the usual 
time of mourning was over, Joseph 


intreated some of Pharaoh's courtiers 
(for as he was a mourner, it was not 
proper for him to 5 in his pre- 
sence) to acquaint him, that his fa- . 


1 


but when he had done talking to them and taken his leave 
E 


+ ) Embalm. This being the first mention we have in 
story of embalming the dead, may well coumtenance a 
SUpposition, that he Israelites here leaning it of the 
Egyptians, and praftixing it afterward on great and solemm 


occasions amongzt themselves, as in 2 Chron. xvi. 14. and . 


John xix. 40. it might from them come into use amongt 
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ven days wear. 
who inhabited the land, seeing the 
Egyptians mix themselves in these 
obsequies, were amazed, and thinking | 
they had the greatest concern in this 


VVV OMPI. EI 
chews jut phe his death had obliged ; 


bim by an oath to bury him in the 
sepulchre of their family in the land 


of Canaan; and therefore to beg leave 


of the king for him to go and bury 


his father, upon promise to come 
The king ee consents, 


again. 


and Joseph sets forwar attended 


not only with his on and his father's | 


family, but whth the chief officers of 


the household and nobility; who to 
before he died; saying, tus fall. ye 


honour Joseph, and grace the fune- 
ral, would bear him company, 32 
taking i in all the solemnit oY performed. 
to the ee ol his de 
„ 


80 threshing floor of Atad, where 
ou made à halt: and Jo made | 
a solemn mourning for father se- 


funeral lamentation, could not for- 
bear saying, this is a grie vous mourn- 
ing to the Egyptians: from whence 


che name of that place was called 


Abel-M:fraim, that is, the maquraing 
0 the Egyptians. 


This solemnity bares ended, they li 
| their fears, and comforts them: re- 


went on; and being come to the field 
of Machpelah, which Abraham had 


bought for a burying-place, they bu- 


ried. Jacob in the cave there: and ha- 
t to good, making: me, through your- 


ving thus performed Jacob's will ney 
all returned to Egypt... | 


So long as. Jacob. lived, Toseph's | 


65 knew themselves secure; 
but now their father was dead, their 
| former. fear returned, and suggested 
to them che just revenge * 


2 
3 


0 4 
1 but hardon them, not only for my Jake, 
- After: some travel: they came. to 


4 
x 
y 
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The Canaanites [ 
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—_ 0A 1 them for the former 
mise ries they had occasioned to him. 
| Wherefore they consulted together 
how. to depreciate their offence ; 
' which, they soon agreed upon, and 

made their dead father, Whose me- 
mary they knew was very dear to 
Fan Joseph, their advocate; and 
framing a message in Jacob's name, 

they sent it to their brother in these 
words. Thy Father commanded us: 


2 > 


Jay te Joseph; forgive I pra 2 
nau the treſpaſs of thy ond bac and 
* therr hin; for they did evil unto thee : 


A 


but becauſe they are the: ervants 0 
the God 55 my Father. 5 4 
Fhis message was artfully wouled: 
for they, fearing that the supposed 
request of their dying Father might 
not be prevailing enough now he Was 
dead, made God their intercessor. 
But there was no Den of such mov 
ing arguments. to s compas- 
Stonate temper: their ail dence. of his 
good-nature- is as afflicting now, as. 


| their offence was formerly to him. 


He wept at the delivery of the mes- 
sage; and sending for them, they fal- 
ling down at his feet in the most ab- 
ject mamner, he; tenderly dismisses 


venge, says he, belongs to God, and 
| 1 forgive you. For, though you de- 
| /igned ill againſt Me, vet God turned' 


malice, an inſtrument under hum to: 
ſave much people alive, and you ef- 
| pecrally, as is now evident. ee 
| fore fear no hurt from me, 


| will protect and chert he you 


Jamilies. NE 5 . 
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-Thusthe- pious: 1 dismissed- | 


his brethren, Rt the assurance that 


they should always find in him an af. 


 feionate brother, and a constant 
friend. | BYE ws £ 


after his father's death, having the 


comfort of seeing himself the ha 


the third generation 
And now finding himself x near po 


end, he sent for his (a) brethren, and 


said thus to them, my death 15 at 


A but FO 7 Pave; VE Yo, yet. God. 


2 


ann _ 


= ; 


” — 


(8) reden By haves we are not to e 
the other eleven sons of Jacob, who, exce pr Benjamin, 
being all older than himself; might probably all or most 
: of then. dead; Lok it must eee Heads of 


Joseph * 5 and bly = ; 


PPY - 
parent of a numerous offspring in his 


two sons Ephraim and es. to 
, convey his remains to his native kd 


departs this life; and they in com- 


| | 25 
their eimilies: for in the rips diale& allo near Enid 5 


85 
will ſurely remember » eG 
You T7 CF this land, 1 10 the ns 


| Zofterity of Abraham, Isaac and Ja- 


o, and bring 


God ſhall thus v 
that. 0 carry 


you. out of this 194 

Up my bones with ou. 
This eminent Patriarch, having 

thus bound his brethren by oath, to 


| bu wich his injun&tion, embalmed 
| is body, and reserved it in a coffin, 
. the: +64 was fulfilled. 


yd 
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go under the general appellation of brethren, as Abraham 
* called Lot, 8 2 xiii. 8. and Ch. xxiv. ge 
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which he ſwear he would give to the 


cob. I charge 57 therefore When. 


** 


ca. rg 


=" NEW: KING SUCCEEDING 10 THE 


EGYPTIAN THRONE, SOON | AFTER 
THE DEATH OF JOSEPH, THE ISRAEL 
 ITES ARE. GRIEVOUSLY OPPRESSED. . 
THE KING'S ORDERS TO DESTROY | 
THE MALE CHILDREN IS NOT OBEY- 
ED. MOSES IS BORN, AND BROUGHT. 
UP BY PHARAOH'S DAUGHTER. A- 
VENGES THE CAUSE OF HIS BRE. 
THREN. IS APPOINTED SHEPHERD + 
TO JETHRO. GOD APPEARS TO HIM, 
AND APPOINTS HIM TO- A waer 


£3 EMBASSY TO THE KING OF EGYPT... 


NH APPILY. Gor the ee 


who were strangers in the land 


of Egypt; they had not long lost Jo- 


seph, who was their suceour and sup- 
port, before a new _ Succeeded to 


the throne, who regarding them with 
a jealous eye; and fearing their power 
and influence, as they were become 
very wealthy by means of their bro- 


ther, summoned a council, aud laid: 


before them the absolute necessity of 


checking these ns | in e 0 . : 


tunate career. 5 


wich - o 2 8 


00 - Midwives, "The critics verde a; 4 | Without FP "OY were. Helio . as _ ; 


with more subtilty than solidity, controvert who these mid- 


wives were? Es whether they were Hebrews: or „ 
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| The council unanimously, agreed, 
with their jealous prince, in the ex- 
pedient he proposed, which was to 
| employ them in making bricks, and 
building store cities for Pharaoh, 


A 


| To gratify their avarice as well as 


| cruelty, they proposed not to reap the 
profits of their service, but by conti- 
| e bard labour to impoverish their: 
spirits, and enfeeble their bodies: 
therefore they set task-masters to 
oversee and keep them «to hard la- 
bour, by which, and other servile 
work, they made their lives very un⸗ 
comfortable. | 
But God supported at under 
their severities; for the more the 
Egyptians oppressed them, the more 
they grew and multiplied, which in- 
- creased their jealousy to a greater de- 
gree of eruelty, 8 that the 
king, to suppress their growth, spoke 
to two of the Hebrew (w) midwives, 
"Shiphrah and Puah, and gave them 
a strict charge, that when they should 
be called to do their office to the He- 
brew women, if the child were a son, 
1 they should kill kim; but if a * 
8 that she n a . | 


* 


of Egypt's 3 10 * ek * of. 
their e * 
But 
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But these pious women, fearing the 
displeasure of the Almighty King, ra- 
ther than that of an earthly poten- 
tate, notwithstanding the strict in- 


junction, preserved the male child- 


ren; for which Pharaoh sends for 
them, and in great displeasure repri- 
mands their neglect of his edit. In 
excuse for which they tell him, that 
the Hebrew women are not as the 
Egyp 


tian women, for they are like 


() wild beasts, delivered before the 


mid wives could come to them. 
The piety of the midwives im pre- 
serving the male children was so ac- 


ceptable to God, that he is said there 
upon to deal welE with the midwives; þ ; 
House three months; but not being 


and because they feared God, he 


made them () houses. And by this 
means the 
grew mighty. 


people multiplied, and 


5 The king, whether satisfied or not, : 


with this answer of the midwives, not 
finding it safe to trust them any 


longer, resolved upon a more effec- 
tual method to extirpate the Hebrews; 


and therefore he gave (z) charge to 


all his people, that every son, that 


should be born to the Hebrews, 


should be thrown: into the river. 


This cruel edict for drowning all | 
interposed in behalf of the helpless 


the male children must needs be very 


afflièting to the Hebrew parents, 


1 od * i x | 6 it Nen 9 TN 
- "46; I n 1 
FP « 5 'F ; I * 
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is the original, signifies not only animals in general, but 
Beasts, and even Wild Beasts, as has been observed by 


= 
* . 
4 
5 


lee) Wild Beaſts. The Hebrew word Chajoth, which 


learned men, and may be seen im several places of Scrip- 


ture. 


(2) Houſes: That is, he made them to proper, gave 
| The word 


them children, and blessed their families. 


house being usually in 8 taken for the offspring or 


"family of any one; as the houxe of Aaron, Judah, David, 


c. are put for the family of Aaron, Judal 


David, &c, 


| 


——— 
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at x distance to 


87 
put them upon many a thoughtful 
contrivance to preserve their in- 
fants, of which an instance soon fol- 


lowed; for one Amram of the house 
of Levi, having married a daughter 
of the same family, named 7ocheved, 


had by her a daughter, whose name 
was Miriam, and four years after a 


son, whom they ealled Aaron. About 


three years after Aaron's birth Joche- 


bed, was delivered of another son, 


who being à child of most elegant 


beauty, something supernatural and 
divinè appearing in his form, his 


mother was the more solicitous for his 


Preservation. 


Having kept him concealed in her 


able any longer to hide him, and fear- 
ing he might fall into the hands of 
those that were appointed to drown: 


the male children, she contrived a 
way to save him, by making a little 
boat of bulrushes;. which: she daubed 


with pitch and slime, to keep the wa- 


ter out; and putting the child into it, 
she laid it among the flags, by the 
river side, and set his sister Miriam 
observe what became 


But the Providence of God soon 


infant: for (a] Thurmuthes, Pharaoh's. 


only 
| (z) Charge. This inhuman edi is supposed by com- 
mentators to be so abhorred by the Egyptians, that they - 


scarce ever put it in execution: and that it was recalled 


immediately after the death of Amenopthis, then king of 
Egypt, who enatted it; which. time Euſebius and others 


place in the fourth year of Moses. 


(a)] Thurmuthis.. So Foſephus calls her ; and from 
him Philo, who adds, that she was the king's only daugh- 


' ter and heir ; and that being some time married, but having 
no child, she pretended to be big with child. and 


to be de- 
_ livered: 


only daughter, coming to the river to |. nurse it openly, having a royal pro- | 
bathe herself, her maids looking for | teftion for his security. 5 
a retirement for that purpose, dis- 


| When he was grown big enough, 
covered the boat, with the child in it, | his mother brought him to the court 
| which Thurmuthis commanding them | to shew him to the 55 and sa- 
to bring to her; she no sooner unco-, | tisfy her how he had improved under 
vered. the child, but it made its her care. The princess grew 80 fond 
mournful complaint to her in a flood | of him, that she adopted him for her 
of tears. 1 333 7 b son; and in remembrance that 
This unexpected accident, and the I she had drawn him out of the water, 
extraordinary beauty of the child, I she called his name (c) Moſes; and 
moved the E ptian princess with | to accomplish him the more, she 
_ _ compassion, Which she expressed in | keeps him at court, where he is in- 
an accent of pity, saying to this ef- structed in all the learning and disci- 
fett, “ this is some Hebrew child, | pline used among the Egyptians, 
Wjhich the parents have hid, to pre- | both. civil and military, and in all 
serve him from the king's cruel | things requisite and becoming the 
edict,” III character and quality of a prince of 
= By this time Miriam, the child's | the blood. © 
sister hadcrowdedherselfin amongst Moses being forty years old, left the 
| the attendants. of the princess; and court, and went to see his brethren; 
observing with what tenderness she | and when he reflected on the oppres- 
looked upon the child, very offici- sion they laboured under, it affected 
ously offered her service to procure | him with compassion and indignation 
an Hebrew nurse for him; which the to see the servants of the most High 
Princess accepted; and the girl hast- God subjected to a servitude exceed- 
ened away to her mother, and brought | ing that of brutes. This was soon in- 
her to the place, Where she received | creased by an opportunity that just 
the child from the Princess, who en- | then offered; which was an Egyptian 
gaged to pay her for her are. striking an Hebrew. This inflamed 
No doubt but this Was a welcome | Moses's zeal, who looking about to 
bargain to the mother, Who taking see whether any man was within sight, 
the child home with her, durst now. || chastises the Egyptian, making him 
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* livered of Moses, whom she-owned à8 her natural son „ I pupil in his house, is in scripture said to have begotten” PA 
Agreeable to which is what the Aposlle in Heb. xi. 24. bim. And thus it is said, Exod, ii. 10. That Mees 48 
says, that when Moses was grown up he” zcorned to be | was the son of Pharaoh's daughter, though she had onl // "# 

: thought the son of Pharaoh's daughte. l taken care of his education. . PR Ty Ie 8 2 

85 | From whence it is plain he was esteemed as such. And I (c) Mofes, At his cireumcision, says Clement Alex- | 
=_— if any one should ask, why he did not in right of his mo- | andrinus, his parents called him ' Foachime, (that is, the 
ther sueceed in the kingdom? it may reasonably be an- | resurreftion of the Lord) from a presaging hope, that the | = 

swered, that the fraud of his ado mother, and his-own- Lord, through him, would raise up his people Israel, e. 

adoption, being detected, he could pretend no right to dhe | liver them from the Egyptian bondage they were then. in, 
o open and bring them again te the promised nn. 
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expiate his barbarity to the injured 


CD OR. 
Sceptre graced the peaceful mo- 
narch's hand. Here Jethro first in 


Hebrew with his“ blood; and after- 
wards buried him in the sand; sup- 


quality both of prince and priest en- 
posing by his taking upon him thus ö 


joyed the blessings of a quiet egen. 


to administer justice, that his bre- 
thren would have (e) understood, 


that God by his hand would have de- 


livered them; but they understood 


him not, However, the next day he 


went out, and shewed himself among 


them again; and finding two men of 


the Hebrews quarrelling, he endeav- 
oured to reconcile them, putting them 
in mind that they were brethren: and 


with some smartness reprehending his 


_ aggressor, he demanded for what rea- 
son he thus attacked the other? the 


fellow thrusting him away with dis- 


dain, replies; w/o made you a prince 


and judge over us do you intend to 
kill me, as jou did the Egyptian yes- 
terday? Moses was startled at this, 


and to prevent the fatal consequence 
the 


that would attend, in reaching 
ears of the king, he left Egypt, a 
circumstance that strongly proves his 
being immediately under 
care; for Pharaoh soon heard of it, 
but Moses was fled from his domini- 
ons into the land of Midian. 
Here was the happy place, and 


then the blessed time when majesty 
guarded only with rural innocence, 
submitted to the humble office of a 


1 . 
Shepherd, and a crook instead of a 
| * Some object, that it was very . unreaſonable for 
Moses to kill the Egyptian for only striking one of the 


* 


Hebrews, In answer to this the Hebrews "ay, that the 


tian struck, was husband to one 


Hebrew, whom the Egy 


e divine. 


Salomith, a very beautiful woman, whom the Egyptian 


had debauched, And that therefore Moses Sew the 


Egyptian not for striking the Hebrew, but for the adul- 
tery, which he discovered from them, whilst they were 


A 


«tively expressed by St. Stephen. 


whose daughters laid aside the d. 

tinction of their birth to feed their 
father's flocks, and took more de- 
light in the innocent and useful em- 
ployment of tending their harmless 
sheep, than in the luxurious gaiety 


of a court. 


In the plains of Midian there was 
a well common to all the natives of 
the place to water their cattle. Hi- 
therto Moses directed his steps, as 
well to rest himself, as allay his 
thirst; where whilst he was refresh- 
ing himself, the seven daughters of 
the prince of Midian (that is, Jethro, 
who was both priest and prince) 
came to dra water to fill the troughs 


to give their sheep; but some chur- 
lish shepherds, having a mind to 


serve their on turns first, came 
rudely and put the royal shepherd- 
esses by. Moses seeing this, steps 
in to their relief; and chastising the 


shepherds, made them fly. 


The frighted damsels returned to 
the well, and Moses very officiously 
assists them in drawing water for 
their flocks: After which, they took 
their leave, and hasted home to give 
their father an account of the gene- 
rosity of the stranger, who had pro- 


— 


uarrelling; some say, perhaps the Egyptian almost 
billed the Hala; = . co no — way 
than by force keep him off; Or that the Egyptian at- 
tacked Moses. and so he was forced to kill him in his own 
defence. | 5 1 © + 
(e) Underfſtood. See Acte vii. 25. where this is po- 


TA a tected 


90 
teRed them against the insults of the 
rusticks. / Jethro, hearing this 
story, and not seeing the person that 
had thus gallantly defended them, re- 

rehends the ingratitude and incivi- 
Ry, asking what was become of the 


generous stranger? They told him 
they left him at the well: Whereupon 


he bid them go, and invite him home, 
where Moses was so pleased with 


their kind entertainment, that he ex- 


pressed a willingness to take up his 
residence with them, and undertake 
the charge of their sheep. Jethro 


readily closed with the proposal, and 
to engage him the more to his inte- 
rest, bestowed Zipporah, one of his 
daughters, upon him for a wife; by 


whom he had two sons, the eldest of 
which he named Ger/hom, which sig- 


nifies a stranger here: For he said, 
(g) J have been a stranger in a strange 
land; and the younger he called 


Eliezer, importing, God my help: 
For the (4) God of my father, said he, 
was my help, and delivered me from 
the sword of Pharao. 
Whilst Moses continued in Jethro's 


family, the king of Egypt died; but | M. 
66 8 oy and therefore said to himself, I will. 


his successor proved no more favour- 


able to the poor oppressed Hebrews; 


who changed their oppressor, but not 
their con eien - the miseries of which 


138 


rather increased than abated. In | 


Jethro. He is called in Exodus ii. 18. Reuel. 
He is also called Reuel, Num. x. 29. who was father 
to Hobab, called also and more commonly, Jethro, 
Exod. iii. 1. 2 353 „ 


"(s) 1 have. Exod. ii. 21. 
) God. Exod. xvii. 4. | 2 
li) Led. Here we may observe the manner of those 


times and countries; that whereas the shepherds here drive 


their flocks before them; the shepherds. there went before 
their flocks, and the flocks followed them, which cus- 


N 
f 
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vain they appeal to the merciless ty- 
rant, and his more cruel task-masters, 
who lord it over them with unbound- 


- 6d:geyentyecnit; 


But God; who saw the affliction 
of his people, and whose ears were 
open to receive their complaints, 


looked with an eye of compassion 
| 2 them; and the appointed time 
of 


their deliverance, which he in his 


secret 5 Providence had determined, 


| tom is alluded to in Pſalm "bn: a John 


. 


an COR 
* * 


| 


z 


being near, he began to think of pre- 


_ paring Moses for it, whom he inten- 


ded to make use of as 


in the great work. 
Whilst Moses 


an instrument 


his father - in- 


_ 5 
law's sheep, he one day i) led them 


as far into the desart as mount (4) 
Horeb, where the Angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a flame of fire, 


out of the midst of a bush. Moses 


was startled at the Ache but that 


which added to his admiration and 

roused his curiosity, was the conti- 
nuance of the bush unconsumed, not- 
withstanding it was wholly encom- 


sed with flames. £ | 
This extraordinary accident made 
Moses consider it more attentively, 


turn aside, and see if I can discover 
the reason why the bush is in a flame 


of fire, and yet is not consumed. 
But the Lord, to prevent his irre ves. 


bh 5 * 


4) Horeb. Which signifies forſaten, and is here, 


Exod. iii, 1. called the mountain of God, by way of 


anticipation, both from the following appearance of God 
upon it, at this time, and his descending upon it after- 
wards, to give the law to his people, Ck. xix. 20. where 
though it is called Sinai, it is the same place with this, for 
St. Stephen reciting this present passage in Acts vii. go. 
calls it mount Sina. Db | 9 


rent 


* 
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rent approaches, and strike the great- 
er awe, and sense of the divine pre- 
sence into him, called to him out of 
the bush, and forbade him drawing 
nearer; and to make him still more 
sensible of the sacredness of the 
| place, God commanded him not to 
prophane it, but to put of his sandals, 


for the ground whereon he stood 
__ | worthiness of N the messenger of 


was (J) holy. 


Moses being prepared for an awful | 
from the arduous task in these words. 


attention, the Almighty thus disco- 


vers himself to him; I am the God. 


_of thy father, the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. These words 
struck the frighted Moses with such 
reverence of the divine majesty, 
and fear of the effects of his pre- 
sumption, that he fell on the ground 
and covered his face, not daring to 
look upon the terrible glory. 
But the Lord addressed him thus: 


Ihave ſeen the afflition of my people, 
IAM THATI AM; that ts, the Lord, 


Thave heard their complaint, and am 
m) come down to deliver them out of 


the hand of their oppreſſors, and to | 
: of Jacob, as ſent me to your; that 


conduct them to the promiſed land, a 


land that floweth with (n milk and 


honey: to the place of the Canaanites 
Perizaites, the Hivites, and the Jebu- 


2 78 
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Sr. 
1 


FE) Holy . 


Meaning, that- wherever God, who is 
holiness itself appears, — place is holy, while he is there. 
(un) Come. is is speaking according to human pas- 
Sion, or after the manner of men: God vouchsafes to ex- 
press himself in the dialect and according to the capacity 
of man, that he may understand him. 
n) Milk. This is an hy perbolical expression of fruit- 
fulness and plenty of | | 
le) Courage. is is most properly rendered by the 
Septuagint, the word which we render come now, being 
an adverb of exhorting. n | : | 
(D) T Am. This - LEM eternity of God, Whose 
essence knows no beginning nor end, And it is common | 


"wi 


things. 1 


Pharoah to demand liberty 


nm 


with the Hebrews to express the future in the present tense : 


is hkewnse expressed in Revelations, by which it 


„ 
zites. And thee have 1 pitched upon 


| to be the inſtrument in this 


reat 
work; therefore be o 7 () 
courage; for I will ſend thee to 
of hum fan 
my people, the children Israel. 
Moses considering the hatred of the 


king of Egypt towards him, as well 


as his own insufficiency for and un- 
the most high God, excused himself 


Who am I, that Iſhould go unto Pha- 


roah, and that Iſhould bring forth the 
children of Israel out of Egypt? 
When the Lord further encouraged 
him to proceed on the task; he still 
_ evaded the same; inquiring in what 
manner he should address the Israel- 
ites, and by whom he should tell 


them he was deputed. The Lord 


| awfully replied / 7 IAM THAT IAM. 


And thou shalt further say to them, 


the God of your fathers,” the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God 


zs the name I have had from all eter- 


' nity, and by that name will I be 
and Hittites, tte Amorites, and the | SIC ay A 


known for ever. _ = x 
Go, gather the () elders of Israel, 
N ö ; | | << and | 


1 . 
— — 
> 


And for this reason some say, I will BE WHAT I 
WILT BE: and contend that it ought to be rendered not 
only from the letter of the Hebrew text, but from the ge- 


nuine sense of she word; from which others likewise infer, 
. that it ought to be so rendered, I WILL BE for ever . 


and I wit. BE with you, and redeem you from tie 


Egyptians: and others, I WII IL. be with you in your 
preſent tribulations and future calamities. This name 


ſignifies 


Jznovan,.which is the proper name of Gd. 

(7) Elders. These could not be doctors, because at. 
chat time they had not a law; but the heads or RL 
: tribe, 
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and ſay to them, the Lord God of your | at this sudden change of his Sheep- 


Fathers hath appeared to me, and 
Jaid, I have ſeen all the calamities 
that have befallen you in Egypt, and 
um reſolved to deliver you, and lead 
you into the land of Canaan. | 
_ The Israelites ſhall believe you, and 
you ſhall go to the king of Egypt, and 
' Jay to him, the God of the Hebrews 
hath commanded us to go three 52 


Journey into the defart, there to offer 
Nis requeſt, though ſo very reaſon- 
able, I know he will not grant, but 
refuſe to let you go, unleſs compelled 
by a powerful hand, But I will ex- 
ert myſelf in many miraculous * 
 - rations upon him and his ſubjects, 
and at laſl he ſhall permit you to de- 
part; but you ſhall not go away. 
| 00 for ye ſhall be loaded with the 
goil of the Egyptians. 
This solemn assurance delivered 
by the mouth of God, one would be 
apt to think, might have been suffici- 
ent to have encouraged Moses wil- 
ingly to undertake the embassy ; 
but either from the difficulty or bold- 
ness of the enterprize, or from diffi- 
. dence of his own abilities, he decli- 
ned it, and questioned whether the 
Israelites would receive his creden- 
This objection God immediatel 
removed by a miracle; for been a. | 
ing him to throw his sheep-hook on 
the ground, it was instantly turned 
into a serpent. Moses affrightened 


oat 


bs, . N 


1 
* — N — 


tribes and families. By which it is plain there was a pri- | 


vate policy and ceconomy-continued among the Israelites, 


though in this servile condition. 


ghee to the Lord our God. 1 
? 


„* 1 


— 


J (r) White Leproſy. The evidence of this miracle | 


hook fled from it. But God to en- 
courage him, bid him take it up by 


the tail: which he had no sooner 


done, but it resumed its former shape; 


and at the same time, to convince him 
that he should not want credit with 


| the Israelites, God gave him commis- 
sion to perform the same miracle be- 


fore them. : N 

And to remove all further scruple, 
he condescended to give him another 
sign, bidding him put his hand into 
his bosom; which he had no sooner 


done, but it was struck with a (r) white 


leprosy. And when by God's com- 


mand he had put it into his bosom 


again, and plucked it out, his flesh 


resumed it's former colour and sub- 


Moreover, to arm him sufficiently 


beyond all question, he was pleased 
to add a third miracle; I they will 


not believe theſe two former, thou ſhalt 


take of the water of the river, and 


four it upon the ary land, and the 


water ſhall become blood. 


Notwithstanding these solemn and 
repeated assurances of divine aid, 


favour and protection, Moses still 
waved the important office urging as 
a farther plea, that he wanted elo- 
quence, the great qualification of an 


ambassador; and since God had co, 


descended to talk to him, he was” 


— 


— — 1 — — 


was ſo much 8 convincing, becauſe the white le- 
profy, which was held incurable, was both inflicted and 
healed in an inztant, without any outward means or phy- 
sical application, | „ es af 5 
in 


more slow of speech than before. 
| This objection the Lord was 
pleased to remove, by putting him 


n 


F 1 
Tell him what I have ſaid, and be af- 


in mind of his ompipotence.”- Who 
made the mouth of man said he, 
And who made the dumb and deaf, and 


the blind, and him that fees ? Was it 
not I? Now therefore go, and I will 
Furniſh thee with words, and make | 


thee eloquent. 


1 ; 


| Hitherto Moses had some glimpse 


of pretence for his unwillingness to 
go; but now all his objections are 


answered, and his scruples removed, 
he very bluntly begs to be excused 


from this enterprize, saying, O my 


| Lord, inſtead of me fend, I pray thee, © 


by (s) htm whom thou ſhalt ſend. 

So long as Moses had any thing to 
plead in (f) excuse for his not going, 
God heard him patiently, and gra- 
ciously condescended to remove his 
doubts; but when his modesty in 


declining-the office and honour God 


proposed to him was turned into an 
obstinate refusal, the Lord was angry 


with him; but in his anger remem- 
bering mercy, he resumes Moses's last 


objection (which he had already an- 
swered in general) and shews him 
more particularly how to supply this 
defect; Is not Aaron, the Levite, thy 


Brother? said he; He is eloquent, 


and I will appoint him to meet thee, 
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5 (6) Him. Exod. iv. 13. Most of che fuber under⸗ 


stand this text as referring to the Messiah, as the only per- 


son properly qualified to execute so important a commis- 


sion; and y this is meant those words of God, when he 


says, ©.I will send my angel before thee: Beware of him, 


provoke him not; for my nature is in him. 

It) Excuſe, It is the opinion of several commenta- 
tors on this place, and it is very probable, Moses had 
another reason besides his insufficiency, which made him 
unwilling to go on this errand into Egypt; and which he 
was not willing to discover. Just before God appeared to 


|  Moxes in the bush, and had this dissourse, with him as we 


read in Exodus. * That the King of Egypt died; 
that king in Whose reign Moses had slain the Egyptian, and 
who sought to apprehend him and put him to death for it, 


** a 


9 


the rest of the Israelites. For this name of God 
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ſured that I will affiſt you both, and 
direct you what to ſay He ſhall be the 
Orator, and thou ſhalt be to him (u) 
inſtead of (w) God. And to ſtrengths 
en thy commiſſion, and give thee cre- 
dit, among my people, take this rod in 
thy hand, for I will enable thee to da 
many miracles with it. 

Moses, having nothing moreto urge 
against this enterprize, at last W 


and took (x) the rod of God in his 
hand. Then 3 his wife and sons 


he left mount Horeb, and went to Je- 
Aro, his father-in-law, with whom, 
it seems he left them till he had con- 


ducted the children of J/ſrael out of 


Egypt, when Jethro brought them to 
him again in the wilderness. 

Moses being thus convinced that 
God had designed him the agent in 


transacting this grand affair, whilst he 
was preparing himself for his jour- 


ney, to make him more cheerfully 


proceed in it, and to dispel his fears 
of being called to account for his for- 
mer actions in Egypt, God bids him 


return thither, assuring him that those 


who had a design against his life were 


dead. | | | e 
Then repeating his former order, 


OY 


(a) Inflead. That is, He shall consult thee inxtedd 


of me, that from thee he may know my will, and thou 


Shalt impart to him what thou' receivest of me. Consonant 
to this is that of our Saviour Chrift to his Apostles, He 
that heareth you, heareth me, SWS. | 
(w) God. By these words, Thou fhalt be to him in- 
stead of, or as God. Commentators shew the power of 
God now invested Moses with, in delivering him this 
commission, making him not only chief over Aaron, but 
is no- 
where given to men but to signify the power of life and. 
death over them. th | TO 
(x) Rod of God. So it is now called, since God 


d | had 80 signally honeured it, and, as it were, consecrated. it 
.to an holy Use, Exod. iv. 26. | | ; 


1 
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he says, Mien thou comeſt into Egypt, 
be-fure to perform all the miracle 
have enabled thee to do; and to illuſ- 
. Frate my power [will ſo harden, Pha- 
raohꝭs heart, that he all refuſe to let 
The children of Jfrael go, till I have 
ain his fon, even his farſt-born. 
By the way God takes occasion to 
put Moses in mind of the danger of 
disobedience, to preserve him from 
lapsing into it hereafte. 
It seems Moses, either through neg- 
let, or indulgence to his wife, who | 
Was not an Israelite, had not yet cir- | 
cumcised his son Eliezer, by which 
he provoked the Lord so highly, that 
— the way he threatened to (2) kill 
Bim for his negledt. 
His wife Zipporah, understanding 
the cause of the divine displeasure, 
took a sharp flint, and immediately 
ctrcumcised the child; and throwing 
the foreskin at her husband's feet, she 
sud, Nou art à huſband (a) of blood 
Ahis being over, the Lord pardon- 
ed Moses, and dis missed him to pur- 
tue his journey, which he did, and 
800n arrived at his father-in-law, Je- 
thro's house, whom, as he acquainted 
not with the particular reason of his 
leaving Egypt, so neither does he now 
say any thing to him of the vision he 
Had seen, nor the message he had re- 
Teived from God to deliver to the 
king of Egypt: but as he had enter- 


tdi) Nik him. It seems most probable from the con- 
ttext ht Moses's ꝓunishment must be sickness or some cor- 
Visitation upon him; otherwise, if he had been in 

"hedith, he, and not Zipporal his wife, would have 
reircumcided the child; g e 
25 4) Blood. Undoubtedly, the word blood here refers 
10 dhe ctrrumciſion, which was the cause of its effusion. 
Nor do they seem to conjecture amiss, who chus interpret 
#his text: With the blood of my child I preſerve and 


*** 


them joy fully 


ed himself by contract into Jethro's 
service, and become so nearly re- 
lated as to be his son- in-la w, he 
thought it but reasonable to ask his 


consent to return to Egypt to visit 


his brethren, and see whether they 
were living. Jethro readily gave con- 
sent in the usual form, Go in peace. 


Moses being now in the way to 


Egypt, the Lord (6) commanded 
Aaron his brother to go into the wil- 
dernesstomeet Moses. Aaron obeyed 
the holy call, and went as far as 
mount Horeb, where he met his bro- 
ther and embraced him; to whom 
Moses told all that God had com- 
manded him, and the wonders he was 
to perform. „ begs 
The two brothers thus joined in 
commission, though hos ron sove- 
reign, repair to Egypt; and summon- 
ee e of — people together, 
Aaron delivers the message which the 


* 
1 


Lord had sent by Moses, and Moses 


straightway confirmed it, by doing 


the miracles which God had com- 


manded, in the sight of the people, 
who thereupon believed, and received 


And now, all being convinced that 


the Lord had taken compassion on 


the wretched condition of the child- 


- renof Israel, that he had visited them 
F: in their affliction, and taken a .COUTSE 
for their deliverance, they fell down 


and worshipped him, 


| ave thee : for, the neglect of the child's being circumciſed 
being thy fault, I have ſaved thy life by the blood of the 
circumciſſion, which otherwiſe: God miglit have taken away. 


(% Command, Hence it is plain that Aaron, as a 


prophet received a revelation from God; which is likewise 
confirmed, 1 Sam, ii. 2 . Did not I plainly ap prar to 


the houſe of they father, when they were in Egypt ? For 


words, Who ig the Lor 


— 


or THE HOLY BIBLE) 
| manded them, sayi 
der the people 272 — work Becauſe 


Ps. + | « ' ' 
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- COURT OF PHARAOH, DELIVER THEIR 
MESSAGE TO THE KING, AND ARE RE. 
PRIMANDED BY HIM. PHARAOH IN- 


© RAELITES. GOD RENEWS HIS PRO: 
MISE TO HIS CHOSEN PEOPLE. PHA- 


© RAOH'S HEART IS HARDENED, INSO- 
- MUCHTHATHE WOULD NOT RELEASE 


THE ISRAELITES FROM BONDAGE, 


- NOT-WITHSTANDING THE MIRACLES 


' WROUGHT. BY MOSES AND AARON. 


of Pharaoh; and in positive terms 


demanded the release of the Israelites. 
to the ee N and they accordingly 


The haughty tyrant not only denied 
compliance with their demand, but 
most impiously arraigned the divine 


prerogative, and called in question 
the existence of the only wise and 


true God in these 12 
obey has voice to let Israel go? I know 
not the Lord, neither will 1 let 1s- 
„„ e 

Moses and Aaron to inform him 


5 more for | ndering US. 


them as incendiaries, sharply repri- 


p 
I 
4 
1 


MOSES AND AARON ARRIVE AT THE 


* CREASES THE BURTHEN OF THE IS. 


that 1fhould 


whom they meant by the Lord, re- 
plied, The God of the Hebrews whom | 
due adore, hath commanded us to offer | 
ſacriſice to him; therefore we beg | 
leave to go three days journey into 
the defart, that we may pay due ado- 
ration to our God, leſt he puniſh us 
| with him thus: Why ſhould the King 
| I deal fe ſeuerely with his ſervants? 
I be King incensed at this unusual 
Uüberty they took, and looking upon 


| 25 impoſſible to be done © and TR 


to the task. masters that t 


make brick, as they 


: 5 


** 


1 Why do ye hins 


they are numerous, you would incite 
them to rebel: be gone all to your la- 
bour, or I'll make you ſenſible of Roy. 
JJ 
The King having thus rudely dis- 
missed Moses and Aaron, gave charge 
— should 

2 Straw to 
ad done before; 
but make them go gather straw for 


no more give the 


themselves where they could find it; 


but yet to lay upon them the same 


taleof bricks without abatement: For, 
685 8 l | said he, they are idle, and this is but 

HE servants of God thus com- | a pretence to excuse them from their 
1 missioned, arrive at the court 


work. The task- masters acquainted 
their under officers with this severe 
injunction, who immediately told it 


rced to wander about - the 
country to seek for stubble instead of 
straw-; the task-masters at the same 
time exatting from them their usual 


Were 


_ 


number of bricks ; which, when they 


were not able to perform, the under- 
officers, who were Israelites, and 


whom the task-masters had set over 


them, were called to account 


* F © 


They, not well knowing from 


whence this ee whe- 


ther from the edict of the King or the 
rigour of the task- masters, complained 
to the N ; and laying their 
grievan ce before him, in a most hum- 

le manner expostulated the matter 


The, taſk-maſters allow us no ftraw, 


and yet demand brick of us, which 


| - "take judgment forthe bond or end of judgment, Thus 10. 


_ 7: 
' they are in fault, yet are we pun- 


This just and most reasonable de. 


ah 


Sire, instead of redress, met with an 
addition to the cause of their com- 
plaint; the King told them they 
should have no straw, and yet deliver 
the full tale of brick 
This answer gave them much un- 
easiness, and drove them almost to 
des pair; so that, meeting with Moses 
and Aaron in the way, as they came 
from Pharaoh, and looking upon 
them as the cause of having these hea- 
vier burdens laid upon them, the un- 
ad visedly giving way to their present 
passion, 5 
anger upon them, saying, Ihe Lord 
'F 55 revenge us on you ; for ye have 
made us hateful and abominable in 
the fight of the King and has ſubjects 
and have given them 
—. ⅛ĩ»6A ] oi 305; 
Ibis reflection grieved the soul of 
Moses, who expected a more grate- 
ful return for his care and concern for 
them; wherefore retiring from them, 
he addressed himself to God in this 
humble expostulation ; Why, O Lord, 
haſt thou thus affiifted this people? 
For "fince I ſpoke to Pharaoh in thy 
name, hehath treated them with more 
Severity than before; and they are 
more unlilely to be delivered than ever. 
Moses concern for the oppression 
of the Israelites, made him forget the 


. a. 
* 


V 
disagreeable to the Hebrews, who often Very; | 


n 


8 


A 'S 
* * 7 


2 


judge is often used for to revenge. 
la) Occafion. The text is in Exod. v. 21. Ye habe 
put a ſword into their hand to lay us.; which cannot 


ischarged their grief and 


A'COMPLETE f 


fühl n edn A bor ent 
I © Nor will Tonlydeliver you all from 


, 


 tuerally be taken here; for the Egypiians had boch the | 


x h 5 
* ? XI ; 


_ heard their complaints, and 


promise God had given him, and the 
perverseness of Pharaoh, which he 
ad foretold: However, God, to en- 
courage him, gave him this gracious 
answer: I am the Lord, the Almighty 
God that appeared to Abraham, 1Jaac, ' 
and Jacob. Was I not known to them 
by my name Jehovah £ Be aſſured 
that 1, the Lord, who made a cove- 
nant with their fathersto giveto their 
poſterity the land of Canaan, have 
remem- 


bered. my bromiſdmgG. 
: 3 ſay thus to the children 
of Tfrael, Fehovah, who ex1ſt 


only of myſelf, and give exiſtence to 


deliver them from | 


einge, 
Tell them, I will 
the Egyptian flavery, with the power 


| of the Almighty arm, and wnfittt 


ar judgments on thoſe that oppreſs 


this bondage, but I will take you un- 
der my immediate protection: ye ſhall 
be my people, and I will bs your God. 
And ve ſhall knowthat I am Jehovah, 
your God, who will releaſe you from 
the oppreſſons of Egypt. And T will 
ring you into the land, concerning 


whech I, lifted up my hand in con- 


| firmation that I would give it to A. 


braham, ILſaac, and Jacob, in their 
poſterity: And I will give it you for 


an mheritance. 


I am Jehovah, the 


Lord, that pro- 


— 


civil and military sword always in their power, to use as 
they pleased. But this is a Scripture phrase, and is often 
used to express any pungent calamity or affliftion, _ 
( ) Lifted, This was the original form of invoking 
the Almighty, when an oath was administered, in all the 


Eastern countries, and also used by the Jews and primi- | 
. 0 IL ATEBET 35. £5 552144 


3 5 _ miſeth 


* 
* «4 
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miseth this, and that can, and will ' 


Encouraged by this gracious decla- 


ration of the Almighty, Moses ac- 
cordingly repaired to the children of 


Israel, and delivered his message, as 


God had commanded. But they, 


considering the sad increase of their 


servitude ever since he undertook to 
be their deliverer, were so prejudiced 
against him, that they would not be- 
lieve him. 5 | 
Upon this he left them, till either 
the extremity of their sufferings, or 
the hand of God eminently appear- 
ing in plaguing their oppressor, 
Should awaken them to a greater 
desire of deliverance. © 
But God, pursuing the ends of his 
providence, commanded Moses to go 
to the King of Egypt, and demand 
the liberty of his people. bY IEA 
Moses, having been so roughly dis- 
missed from Pharaoh's presence, and 
so unkindly rejected by the Israelites, 
declined the errand, by drawing an 
argument from each; Since the chil- 
dren of TIfrael, says he, thine own 
people, would not hear me, though 
what F# offered was ſo much to their 
advantage, how can I expect that fo 


wicked a prince as Pharaoh ts, ſhould | 
give credit to ſuch a (g ftammerer | 
as Fam, in a matter ſomuchto his loss 
But the Lord, as before, was still 


8 


(g)] Stammerer. The word in the text, Exod. vi. 12, 
is rendered, Who am of uncircumciſed bps that is slow of 
speech; for Moses laboured under a defect in his tongue, 
as he urged when God first pitched upon him to undertake 
| the deliverance of his people. But the word wncircum- 


cifed is phraseologically used upon several occasions by the 
Hebrews, as hen they ct wy one uncircumciſed in 


4 
o 
9 
1 * 
1 - 


ö 


: 


. 
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patient in hearing, and removed 

Moses's objections; and therefore said 
to him, Confider, I have made thee as 
a(h) God to Pharaoh, and Aaron thy 
brother ſhall be thy interpreter, or 


orator. Thou ſhalt tell them all that 


I have commanded thee, and ye ſhall. 
demand of Pharaoh the deliverance of 


my people. And that thou mayeſt not 
be diſcouraged by a repulje, as | 


* 
take notice that Pharaoh ſhall give 
no credit to what thou ſayęſt, that J 
may thereby ſhew my power and won- 
ders on him and his people, and deli- 


liver the children of Tfrael by the 


flrength of my hand. For fince Pha- 
| raokh hath begun to harden his heart 


in contemptuouſly treating me, and 
abuſing my people, I will now permit 
him to go on in his obſtinate humour 


tat I may exert my power in mira - 
culou operations in | 
' Therefore when ye come into Pha- 


land of Egyyt. 
raoh”s e and he ſhall demand 


a miracle of you, to convince him 


f the truth of your meſſage, thou 
falt direct Aaron to caſi his rod on 
| the 
fall be turned into a ſerpent. 


round before Pharaoh, and it 


Pursuant to the divine command, 


{ they appeared before Pharagh, and 
delivered their message; which he re- 
jecting, Aaron cast down his rod be- 


fore the King, in the sight of his ser- 
vants, and it became a serpent. 


— 


heart, mind, or tongue, they mean one whose secret inten- 
tions are evil, and whose ton 

for, as Circumcision was the Fen 
among them, so Uncircumcision was esteemed by them the 
greatest scandal and disgrace. TIS; 


speaks profane words, 
rst and greatest Sacrament 


(hk) God. That is, by exercising the judgments of 


God upon him; thou shalt be as terrible to him as God. 
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To confront this miracle, the King 
presently sent for his (1) magicians, 
who, by their inchantments perform- 
ed the same that Aaron did 55 God's 
immediate power. For, throwing 
down their rods, they became in ap- 
pearance serpents; but with this dif- 
ference, that Aaron's devoured theirs, 

and resumed its wonted form. 

This miracle made no impression 
on the obstinate tyrant; therefore 
God resolved to make use of more 
sensible scourges, and afflict the Egyp- 


tians with such a succession of plagues 


as should compel them to dismiss the 
inslaved Israelites; and having ob- 

served to Moses, that ee ee 
was hardened, he bade him take the 
rod which was then turned into a ser- 
pent, and present himself in Pharaoh's 


view, at his usual time of coming to 


the banks of the river Nile; giving 


him this fresh instruction: Tell him, 
N e neat this plague conti- 


The Almighty God of the Hebrews 
_ hath fent thee to him; and though he 
hath been ſo obſtinate hitherto as to 
detain the Hraelites, their God will 
act him for his perverſenefs ; that 
ie wall make him ſenſible by as judg- 
ments, which he: will inflict upon him 
- eng. (ag eule. oy 


And to encourage Moses in the ex- 


eeution of his commission, he pro- 
mised his assistance in the perform 


* 


(i) M e Iwo of "which, who probably were 
- the most eminent of the company, are by the apostle named 


ames and Fambres, 2 Tim. iii. 8. not from any place 
of the Old Testament, but from other records of the Jews 
as divers other things mentioned in the New Testament. 


(A) River. This is the river Nulus, and in the Scrip- 


ture History was considered as the most famous river in 


che universe. In many respects it was so, whether we 
consider the greatness of it (for it runs about nine hundred 
German miles] or the things it produces, or the miracu- 
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 Jous ebbing or flowing of it. It is absolutely called . 


ance of the first miracle, which Was 
turning the water of the river into 


Moses, ever attentive to the divine 


command, at the time appointed, 


waited the king's coming to the (4 
river, and accosted him with the mes- 


Sage. 


The infidel Prince, deaf to the 
call of God, bytwo heavenly mission- 
aries, persisted in his resolution (s 
little did the first miracle operate on 
him) and though Moses and Aaron 
admonished him of the omnipotence 
of their God, he would not believe 
Aaron therefore receiving the rod 
from Moses, lifted it up, as God had 
commanded ; and striking the water, 


it turned into (4) blood; which, im- 


mediately stagnating, grew so offen- 
sive, that the fish were suffocated, and 
the inhabitants forced to dig for wa- 
ter in new places to allay their thirst. 


nued upon them for seven days, yet 


Pharaoh was still obstinate; and his 
hatred to the Israelites inflamed the 


more, because Moses being known. 


to have had his education among. 
the Egyptians, the King concluded, 
that all this was 
skill. Wherefore, calling for his ma- 


ormed by magic 


gicians, he put them upon the same 
trial; who, taking some of the water 


8 
— 


the Scripture Nachal Mifraim, the river unnaturally de- 
Tel; _ 


(.) Blood. Theodoret upon Exodus says thus of this 
change of the waters of Nile: Being changed into blood 
they accused the Egyptians of the murder of the infants. 
And the book of Wa/dom. xi. 6. makes the same observ- 
ation: Inſtead of a- fountain of running water, the ene- 
mies were troubled with corrupt blood, which was to re- 
. buke the commandment of the killing of the children. 

i which 


— 


which the Egyptians had digged, by 


their enchantments, they made him 
believe that they turned it to blood. 


Although this was but a delusion, 


et it convinced Pharaoh that what 
ee and Aaron had done, was not 
the effect of any supernatural virtue, 


but a mere trick of art, and there- 
upon returned resolute to stop the 


But it pleased God to display re- 


ated miracles before this cruel and 


oObstinate monarch; for as soon as 


the seven days were expired, Moses, 
at the command of God, accosted 
him again, and renewed his instances 
for the delivery of the Israelites, 


. threatening, upon his refusal ,to bring | 


upon the land such prodigious num- 
bers of frogs as should visit him and 
his subjects in their most private re- 
( ( 1 „ 


Pharaoh, regardless of his threats, 


defied him; upon which Moses gave 
Aaron an order to take the rod, and 
stretch forth his hand with it over 
the river, which in an instant 80 af- 
fected all the waters of Egypt, that 


not waiting for the slow productions 


of nature, the animated streams un- 
burthened themselves upon the land 
in shoals of frogs, which immediately 
invaded all parts, infesting even the 


royal palace with their disagreeable [| 


eroaking.. | & 
Nou again Pharaoh had recourse 
to his magieians, who, by their mimic 
power so deluded him, that they made 
him believe they wrought the same 


. COINS 


(en) Lice: What kind of - creature ibis was, is not 
certainly. known,” It seems to me most probable, that it 
was some new kind of creature, called analogically by an 


7 
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miracle, which hardened him for a 
| while; but the loathsome plague pur- 


1 suing him and his people wherever 


they went, he was obliged to apply to 
Moses and Aaron for relief, offering 
to capitulate with their God upon 
terms of permission for them to go 
und arri TT: 
Moses demanded the time when 
this should be put to an issue, and 
they both agreed upon the next day. 
Accordingly Moses addressed him- 
self to God, and the frogs soon died, 
which the people gathered in heaps, 
so that the land stank of them before 
they could be disposed of. 
The impious Pharaoh vainly ima- 
gined that the artillery of vengeance 
Vas then exhausted, unfaithfully broke 
his word, and refused to let the Is- 
raelites go to serve their Gd. 
This violation so provoked the Al- 
mighty, that he resolved to treat the 
haughty tyrant in a more surprising 
manner than he had hitherto done; 
for before, he first denounced his 
jndgments by giving him warning, 
that he might Escape them. But now 
he would give him no further notice, 
and therefore commanded Moses to 


direct Aaron to stretch forth his rod, 
and strike the dust with it, that it 
might become (m) Lice. 6d 
Aaron had no sooner obeyed, than- 
straitway the animated dust turned 
into a swarm of vermin, whieh the 
magicians, who had faintly imitated 
the former plagues, now attempted in 
vain. They owned their art out- 


unknown name, as Pererius conjettures; and it is ap- 


proved by Rivet. 
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done, and acknowledged this to be | 
the inimitable work of a divine hand. 

And yet again, notwithstanding the 
obstinacy of Pharaoh, who would not 
in the least hearken to Moses and 
Aaron, God condescended to 1 
him another summons. 

Riſe up, says God to Moses, early 
in the morning, and meet Pharaoh as 
ne comes to the river. Tell him, Thus 
faith the Lord; Let my heople go, 
that they may ſerve. me, or I will 
ſend fwarms of n 7 — upon thee 
and thy people, whic 
houſe, _ cover the face of the earth. 


And that thou mayeſt know that this 


2s brought as a judgment upon thee 
and thy fubjerts, for opprefſng my 
people ; I will on that day n 
the land of Goſhen, in which my ſer- 
_ vants dwell, from the reſt of Egypt, 
that the a rp not moleſt them. 


Accordingly, upon Pharaoh's ob- 
Aimee persisting to detain the Is- 
raelites in slavery, the next day clouds 


all fill their 


3 


. 


of swarming insects filled the air, 


which, in numberless troops descend- ; 
ed to the earth, and with their sullen 
and unusual noise, surprised and af. 


frighted the wretched inhabitants. 

All attempts proved vain and fruit- 
less to remove this iner: sing evil; 
their most private recesses 
secure them from the 

ings of these revengeful animals, and 

a success ion of 3 1 invad- 
| N e wn my CTR 


155 Flies. So our Evelich Oi tos St. Ferom. 
days, All forts of ng The 7 tuagint Kunmwhyan, a 
hen Foes ind of fly, called a 

Some translate this a mixture of beaſts; the French, une 
mieeſlee de beſte; Junius and Tremellius, colluviem ; and 
e Joſephus ſeems to understand it of Several sorts of insects 
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plague; calle 
and Aaron, a 


Pharah's guards could not save 
kit from the painful attacks of this 


flying host, which boldly swarmed 


about, and seized the very weapons 


they should draw in inen masters 
defence. 


The aword and pee were een | 
to o repel this airy foe, Whose penetra- 


ting sting was sharper than cheir point. 


The, magicicians with confusion 
looked upon this direful plague, and 
and no more pretended to offer at 
any imitation. A general horror fil- 


led the towns and fields, and all the 
country echoed with ow cries ot tor- 


tured men and cattle. - b | 
Pharaoh, not able to 5 ht 
KS ir. for Moses 
in a sullen discon- 
tented tone bade them go and sacri- 


fice to their God, but not ORE 50 


9 


"I" 


EF 


ould not | 
e bit- 


5 y, from its biting. |. 
| tures which- the. E 


1 


bounds ot Egype - - 


He was desirous of relief, bas' un- 


williins part with a people, by whose 


slavery he had reaped so great ad- 
vantage; and being a stranger and 
enemy to the true God, did not con- 
ceive that the Israelites could not ac- 


| ceptably sacrifice to their God, whilst 
| under the Egyptian bondage. ; 
Moses, desirous of convincing, ra- 

ther than inflaming the infidel ive, 


disereetly answered —We: cannot sa- 
crifice to our God in this land, for 
that would be (o) an affront to the 


Egyptians, and they will be revenged 
f wy us! A ej us therefore to avoid 


534% 7 . 
1 


+ #3 « : 0 88 Nt 


þ FN aifftcd the country, which were never seen i Egypt 


before nor since, 


(o) Aﬀront. That! is, if we „ 


and the sheep, they will be REST to see us e 15 
cheir Gods to our God. , 
their | 


ptians worship for Gods, as the Ox 5 
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their resentment, by going three days 


journey into the wilderness and sacri- 


fice to our God, 28 he hath com- 


art, T will let you go, but not far. 
And in return for this concession, en- 
treat your God to remove this plague. 


Moses promised to intercede for 


him, but cautioned Pharach to be 


sincere in his grant. And being gone 
from his presence, addressed himself 
to God to remove the plague of flies. 
_- His prayers were heard, and the 
insects took their flight. But the 
plagues were no sooner ed, 
than the tyrant reassumed his former 
obstinacy, nor would even yet suffer 


che Israelites to worship the Lord 


I” 


Upon this high provocation, God 
sent Moses again to Pharaoh with this 


message: 'Thus faith the God of the 


le go, that they 


erve me, or be aſſured I' will fit | 


Hebrews. Let my p 
all thy cattle that are in the feld 


with a grievous murrain; and o 


make thee ſtill more jenfeble of my 
omnipotence, I will by-a wonderful | 
people, whilſt J deftroy thoſe of the | 


Ihe avful threatnings. was most 
- xeyerely executed the very next day, 
through the obstinacy of arg | 
I 


6 


„* 


N ee _— 


The generous horse loathed his full | 


(ep) Scabs. This, in Deuteronomy, is one of the * 
Lurdes wich which dissbedience to Cod is threateded; 
Mie Lord fhall-fmite thee with: the blotch of Egypt, &c. 

| From hence I believe came the calumny, which Trig, 
ompeius, Diod, Siculus, Tacitus, and other Heathens 


ws « 
* * PR 4-58 
- 


Was easy; ins 


manger and loved pastures, and sunk 


under his rider; the ass and camel 
could no longer support their bur- 


dens, or their own weight; the la- 


bouring ox dropped down dead be- 


fore the plough; the harmless sheep 


died bleating, and the faithful dogs 


lay gasping by them. 
"Noon Standing this horrid spec- - 


tacle, Pharaoh continued his former 


temper, resolved still to brave Hea- 


ven with his impious perversness: and 
remembring 


t Moses had said of 
the preservation of the Israelites cat- 
tle, he sent to Goshen to learn how 


it had fared with them, and was as- 


sured there was not one of the cattle 
of the Israclites dead; by which he 


might have seen this was no casualty, 


but a direct judgment upon him, ex- 
actly answering the divine prediction. 


Notwithstanding this, he continued 


in his former resolution, not to let 
the lerselite e 8 
As all these means pro 

tual to soften the obdurate heart of 


this impious monarch, the Almighty 
therefore determined to surprize him 
with a plague, without giving him any . 
warning, and immediately command- 
ed Moses and Aaron to take handsful 
of ashes from the furnace, and before 
Pharaoh'sfacetothrowthem inthe air. 
The ashes soon spread the dire 
contagion, and the tainted air infect- 


ed the Egyptians blood with its poĩ- 
sonous influence; which appeared 


upon their skin in awelling (4) scabs 


— 


cast upon the Hebrews, viz. chat they. were expelled | 


Egypt, for being scabbed and leprous : which mistake 


Dd and 


ved mefec- 
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sores. This plague was so torturing | 
that the magicians, who possibly 
once more would have tried their 
skill to see if they could regain their 
credit, were not able to stand before 
Moses, for it affected them as well as 
the rest of the Egyptians. 

Fharaohꝭs obstinacy, which bao, 
proceeded from an implacable hatred 
to the chosen 
rose from a judicial hardness of heart, 
as the immediate effect of a divine and 
supernatural cause. The Almighty 
rendered the very powers of Heaven 


subservient to his divine purpose, giv- 


ing this charge to his servant Moses, 

Go early-mn the morning to the king 

: of Egypt, and tell him, that I the 
0 


d of the Hebrews demand the li. 


berty of my people, that they may wor- 
Nip me. which if he refuſe, he. may 
* aſſured, I will ſhower my 


= wris Gad on earth. 


© Say If 
lately I mo 


rain, I had ſmitten thee and thy peo- 


ple willi peſtilence, thou hadſt been 
cut o from the earth. But JI are 
FRG TIO d e _ | 


Eee. ran = 


1 ** 3 Les : 74 2 


| 6 —— 1 th ne ples 
ix. 1 15 not meant, that would r 


which he afterwards inflicted uccessively, but those which : 
from Heaven, as _ thunder, * 


ended | thit pg 
lightning, and Nin. 1 


2 2 Ke. 


Eons . 


As) — 


Pharach and his subjects for oppressing 
7 buſt as 15 6 eee, ene 


. 0 to shew the certainty of nn. ; 


WIS # Z + 


ple of God, now a- 


urther to him; fr) If his 4 
te the cattle with the mur- 


CY Exod. 


nne 


* is very” Zope in . 
o find the particular. time expresed; Which is used 
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and ulcers, and their whole constitu- 
tion became a noisome spring of 


$1 | 
aim, and his pe "a : 
ras; Hay Aim know 42 725 N 


e atten 


ogunds, till full-charged ae 


Here 1 


. Mall inflit 
2 _ name 47 


Opprefs 4 2 4 my — 


for tf thou: doft; to C morrow by this 


time, unleſs thou: ſubmitteſt: thyſelf, * 
un fend: ſuch a ſtorm of Hail from 
Heaven upon” Egypt, as never was 
known, fince it was (t) a nation. 
And that thou mayſt not loſe — 


cattle the murrain left; lich being 


not in the field, eſcaped that plague, 


ſend thy ſervants, and let them drive 


them under ſhelter; upon eve 
man and beaſt, e 3 
in ke field, the ſtorm fhall fall, _ 
they hall furely die. 


So heedless as well as impioue uns 
Pharaoh, that even this declaration 
could not induce him to preserve him 
self, or his people: but some of them, 


who had been (u) witnesses to the 


dreadful wrath of God, made a pru- 
dent use of the divine caution, and 
housed their cattle in time, by which 


means they were preserved. 


ppointed being nant 
the hardened king, 


and to convince him of the truth of 


The time a 


| what he had threatened him with, 


waved: his wand in the air, n 
soon began to murmur in imperfect 


A. - 


B34 wy 


= 4 Nation; The 3 which E 
T ) Straitness, and to this day it is. 
cle 5 K 6 


e or dhe and oF contine-- 


$7 


19 7 we | Exod. 5 ix. 20. 4 . — hw. 


secured their cattle by housing them before the storm, that 
' they feared the 28857 which implies not 2 reverential. 
fear, but a servile fear, into which 
— 778 * Got had inflited on- 


Pt OT er Ee nb L 


+ had been 


| impetuous 


. 
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themselves in such terrible peels of 
thunder, as shook the whole frame of 
nature. This was succeeded by a 
stony shower of monstrous hail, sueh 
as winter never yet produced, which 
covered the ground with the scat- 
| tered ruins of trees and houses, and 
the dead bodies of men and beasts. 
Nor did the divine vengeance stop 
here; the Heavens became a body of 
liquid fire, which darting on the 
round, glided over the waters. and 
led every place with dreadful hor- 
rote; 5 8 8 
This shocked the haughty tyrant; 
who seeing nature, as he imagined, 
ready to dissol ve, melted into peni- 
tenee, and confessed himself guilty. 
But this being an act of neeessity, 
not of virtue, it died with his fear, 


whieh Moses foresaw; for when Pha- 


raoh begged him to intercede to God 


for him, and to remove this plague. 


Moses told him, he would answer his 
request, but assured him, he knew he 
aid not mean'sincerely ; and that his 
repentance was only the effect of his 


Of 


this the Lord, as he had done 
before, gave Moses notice; I have 
LS has heart, and the licarts of 
his ſervants,” that I may ſlieru theſe 
my wonders before them, and that 
thou mayſt tell in the hearing of thy 
ſons,” and the Israelites to ſucceeding 


— 


generations, what prodigies I have þ | of 
repulsed, another judgment was in- 


wrought in Egypt, that ye may all 
A Phice am the” Lord, the Al- 
mighty Jehova. eee 

herefore go to Pharaoh, and tell 


Aim, thus ſaith the Lord God of the 


_ impetuousforce burst and discharged | 


Hebrews, why doft thou'perfiftin thy  - 
| obſtanacy © let my people — that they UE 
muy ſerve me, or I wilt bring the lo- 
cuſt into thy land to morrou, whack 
| ſhall come in ſuch ſwarms,” as ſhall 
cover the: ſurface of the earth; and 


6 
- . 
* 


| t/1s feall prove ſuchi a plague as none 


/ thy predeceſſors ever Jaw. 1 0 
i 212 8 . Alen the will ok 
the Almighty, his servant Moses re- 
tired, whieh the eourtiers perceiving; 
and fearing he Was gone to eall down 


| ; more plagues upon them, very rough- X 
ly accosted thein king, desiring him 


to let the Israelites go to serve their 
God; lest he destroy them all for his 

obstinaey. Their importunity pre- 
vailed more than God's threats and 
judgments; therefore sending fer 
Moses and Aaron, he told them they - 
_— go and serve their God; but 
only the men, not women or child-. 

| ren. Moses insisted upon all the Is. 
raelites going, young and old, sons 


an infidel King ; for Moses by 


says he, to the mighty 


out of temper, for he looked upon 
this demand as very insolent; there- 


consider well what they insisted on, 
and in a very threatening manner dis- 
 miszed hem. 

The servant of God being again 
flicted on the miserable subjects of 


vine command stretched out 


with the rod in it, and immediately a- 


.... $corching 


| devour all the produtts of it that have. .. 
| efcaped the former plagues. And 


and daughters ; nay, and their flocks N 


5 | ehovah, and. 
all muſt be at it. This put Pharaoh 


fore he bad them look to it, and 4 


REA. 
is hand; + 
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&) scorching hot wind blew all that 
ay. and the night following, which 
by next. morning drove endless legi- 
ons of devouring (0% locusts, which 
left the earth as naked and depopu- 
late, as if the northern storms of win- 


ter had invaded it. The happy pro- 
duct of the fertile Nile, and all that 


4 


bountiful nature afforded, was carried 
off by these airy pillagers. Pharaoh 
began to be a little more sensibly 
touched with this plague than any 
of the former; for he a foresaw 
that the destruction of the fruits of 


* 


- $truQtion of man and 


| the earth must in time move the de- 
_ _ » SKruction. a east; there- 
bore calling hastily for Moses and 


* * 


wy 1 4 


Pay 


Aaron, he In a more suppliant man- 
ner than usual addressed himself to 


hem; I have indeed offended Jeho- 


_ © vah, your God, 4nrefufeng to obey his 


command, and you in breaking my 
word, jo often with you ; forgive me 


tlas offence, and intreat your God to | 


avert this judgment, that I and my 
Moses answered his request, and 


: 


2; 3 3 8 i c 
ö P * - E - a 
5 5 - : : 
r . . 
2 r * n » 4 1 "4 *** hä 


The vulgar bas Ventuns vreniem, a burning Wind. The 
 Reptuagint, a South Wind; which opinion I follow, 


1 2 eee 
are 


| h the Jews will unanimously have it to be an Eat 
| Africa were most in- 
fested with locusts, where in some places the chief 
wood of the inhabitants. 1 
properly call a grass- hopper. Wonderful are the ac- 
counts Bis authors NE, of these kinds of armies of lo- 
custs, and of the order and regularity of their marches, 
Aldrenandus and Fincilius say, that in the year of our 
Lord 852, they were seen to fly over twenty miles in 
Germany in one day, in manner of a fo army, di- 


© vided" into several squadrons, and having their quarters | 


apart when they rested; that the captain marched a day's 


o 


** 
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| sea 
L Locuſts. They are like the creature which we 
| - acres of land at a time. 
E086 
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once more compassionating the c 


of the justly afflicted king, beseech 
the Almighty in his behalf, and the 
locusts were driven by force of a 
westerly wind into the (z) Red Sea. 


This plague thus removed, Pha-. 
raoh returned to his former obstinacy 


and contempt of God's commands, 
and refused to let the Israclites go. 
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THE PLAGUE OF DARKNESS, DEATH OF 
- THE FIRST-BORN THREATENED. IN- 
STITUTION OF THE PASSOVER. LATE 

. THREATENING FULFILLED, EXPUL- 
SON OF THE ISRAELITES. THE FIRST. 
BORN DEVOTED TO THE LORD. GOD 
DIRECTS THE ISRAELITES BY AN EXT 
 TRAORDINARY TOKEN IN THEIR PAS- 

+ SAGE OUT OF EGYPT, THE ISRAE- 
-. LITES ARE PURSUED BY PHARAOH; 
WHO, TOGETHER WITH HIS HOST, 
ARE | DROWNED IN THE RED-SEA, 
© THE 4SRAELITES--PRAISE GOD FOR 
THEIR ;-DELLVERANCE.  , - 


ALI these methods proving in- 
\& 3. effeftual to reduce Pharaoh to 
: | __ obedtence 
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place for their camp: that they never removed till Sun 
rising; at which time they went away in as much arder as 
an army of men could do; that at last having N 
mischief wheresoever they passed, after prayers made to 
God, they were driven by a violent wind into the Belgic 
Ocean, and there drowned ; but being cast again by bo 
the shore, caused a great pestilence in the coun- 
Some add, that they covered an hundred and forty 
rome upon Joel speaks thus: When the ar- 
4 mies of locusts came lately into these paris and filled all 


W 


Eu 


try. 


„ the air, they flew in so great order, that slates in a pave- 
„ ment cannot be laid more regularly, neither did they 


* $tir one inch out of their ranks,” = 
A number of locusts were seen and taken near London 
in 1748, which measured from two to four inches long. 4 
(.) Red Sea, Various are the opinions of interpreters 
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or THE HOLY BIBLE. 
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obedience to the divine command, 
Bod bid Moses stretch forth his hand, 

towards Heaven, that there might be 


darkness over the land of Egypt, 0 


thick that it might be a) felt. 

Moses obeyed the heavenly com- 
mand, and immediately such solid 
clouds of darkness invaded the sky, 


that nature at once seemed to be in- 


volved in one dreadful eclipse; the 


sun no longer encouraged the lower 


world with his cheerful beams; the 
moon, with the stars, no more illumi- 
nated the darkened air; and all 


things put on the dismal aspect of 
returning to 


death, as if nature were 
her original chaos. 18 
This scene of horror lasted for 


three days, which so affected the 


haughty king, that though he had 


long stood immoveable against the 


threatenings and judgments of God; 
yet now fearing an universal dissolu- 


tion, and frighted at the continual (6 
night, he began 


terrors of this lon 
to relent a little, OP calling for Mo- 
ses, said to him, Ye may go with your 
little ones, and ſerve the Lord; but 
For my ſecurity I would have you leave 
your flocks and herds behind you. 


As this was not absolutely consist- 
_ entwith the divine command, Moses 
would not deign to accept it; assur- 


* 
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about the epithet red given to this sea. Some will have 
it so called from the r on of the zun upon it from the 

- red mountains near it. Others, that it is naturally red of 
itself. But the most common opinion is, that at particu- 
lar seasons great shoals of sand are washed down into it 


7 
x 
* 


from the Ethiopian gulphs, which, being of a reddish | 


A nee, gives the same colour to the water. 


1 (a) Felt. So the Septuagint and most translations 
render it: - Some will have this to be an hyperbolical ex- 
plague: Though 


pression, to set forth the excess of this 
. vhether this darkness was really in the air, or only in their 


| 
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ing him that it was the express com - 


mand of their God to remove with 
all their substance; and that they 


knew not in what manner they were 


to offer sacrifice to their God, till they 


came to the wilderness. 
The haughty tyrant, incensed at 


his non-compliance with what he him- 
self esteemed a very great indulgence, 
commanded him to be gone; and as- 
sured him, that if ever he appeared 
before him again, it should cost him 
his life. we | 85 


Moses took him at his word, and 


- 


: 


- 


romised never more to see his face; 


ut before he left his presence, he 
denounced this judgment to him :— 


Thus faith the Lord, About midnight 
will I enter Egypt, and all the firſt- 
born of the land ſhall die, from the 
firſt-born of Pharaohthat ſhould fuc- 


ceed him in the throne, to the firſt- 
born of the ſervant in the mill; and 


all the firſt-born of beaſts ſhall die. 
And to possess Pharaoh and his 
subjects with the greater fear of this 


judgment, he told them, There should 


be such great Jamentations through 
all Egypt, as never was known before. 
And to convince them of his care 
and indulgence of his own people, 
he told the Egyptians, that not the 
least harm should befall the Israelites. 


— 


eyes, which might be blinded for a time; or whether a 


suspension of light from the act of illumination in that 
_ or bed it were from a black, thick and 

am 
to JET: 

(5) Terrors. It is tbe opinion of several, that duri 

this three days darkness, the Egyptians were frighted 493 0 
terrible visions and spectres; which opinion is v much 
Strengthened in Wiſdom, xvii. 6. Undoub 
zuch unusual darkness they thought the whole order of the 
world to be overset and | As wow | | 


vapour, which possessed all the air, it is impossible 
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Though che King still bade him 


defiance, to let him see he despised 
bis threats, he told him he would 80 
humble his subjects with the succeed- 
ing plague, that even his counsellors 


and prime ministers of state should 


come and fall down at his feet and 
jntreat him and the Israelites to be 
gone. And after that, said Moses, I 
JJJJõͥãĩ »x nit 7 Lo 
Having thus delivered his {pat mes- 
sage to the King of Egypt with a more 
than usual warmth. of 


FL z 
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As the chosen people of God were | 


not only oppressed in their persons 
but also in their property, by the ty- 
ranny of the Egyptians; it pleased the 
Lord to encourage his servant Moses 
to support them in their deliverance 


from bondage, to promise them fa- 


vour with their former oppressors, 


and instruct him to borrow. of them 


their most valuable commodities. 


It was on the fourteenth day of the 


first (e) month that Moses took his 


leave of Pharach: and God, having | 
predetermined his people's deliver- 
ance at this time, hag instituted the 
before, andigiven 


Passover some days 


* 


direſtion to Moses how: it should be 
observed: hich was after this man- and to be dressed wh T 

EEE | a bone of it be broken. It Was to Be 
Every family of Israel, or if the fa- 
| with bitter herbs, in memory 
| 5evere bondage they had undergone 
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(eh Month.” The Israclites; till they had been captives f 
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the tenth day of this month to take a 
lamb, or kid, and shut it up till the 

fourteenth day of this month; and 
then it was to be killed.  _ 

The lamb or kid must be a male 
of the first year, and without ble- 
mish ; a type of Christ Who was per- 
fectly innocent. When it was killed 
they were to take a bunch of hyss0P. 3 
3 yn i ei 2 in} {7 "FP Fc. 
and dipping it in the blood, which 
for that end was preserved in a vessel, 
they were, to wipe the upper Jol 
post, and the s1de-posts of the outer 
door of every house where they did 
eat it; and they were not to stir 
out of the house till the next morn- 


in „ a 33 Tor $4 oy | * 
2 420 V 
This was done to the intent, that 
when the angel of the lord shout; 
142 211 . 114 "C78 2 of 244 8 f 
89 from House to house through all 
* © £3 Ke SED #44 -2 4 . 1 #38: 1.23.6, Be Lo. ; 
gyPt, to slay the first-born of both 
2 n In in 17 
man and beast of the Egyptians, he 
Nin 14 = 1 j in 1 8 * jf Gy F 
seeng the blood smeared on the door- 
posts, m1 ht Pass over those houses, 


* 


1 + Ls 41. 818 31 . 
Verein the Israelites were eating the 


lamb or kid, without doing them any 
l 22 =. $4 1147 . T4 t- we hy 
hurt; and ae eee Pas. 
sing over their houses, this institution 
n > + 7 $3 +4 43s» 4 2-4) 
was called the passover. The lamb 
or kid was to be eaten neither raw 
24 ths, 1 „i 8 44 1 
nor sodden, but roasted with fixe, 


and to be dressed whole: hor might 


eaten with unleavened bread, and 


of the 


— 8 " PM 
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part of the eighth month with us) and they continued al- 
ways after to begin their year with that month for civil 
affairs; according to Which computation, that memh, 
which was afterwards Miſan, in Which God delivered. 1/- 
racl out of Egypt was their seventh. And this Niſan 
anzwe of hose two. months, which. from the, Hea- 
Romans, are commonly called March and April. 
wa | SW, 


Yo. 


. 
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in Egypt. If there remained more 


than could be eaten, it was to beburnt; 
and no stranger might eat of it, un- 


less he was circumcised. As to the 
manner of eating it at this time only, 


they were to eat it as in haste, with 
their cloaths on, and their staves in 
their hands: which ceremony shewed 


their eager desire of deſiverance, and 
their. readiness for it. 


These precautions being taken in 


obedience to the divine command, for 
the preservation of the Israelites, at 
midhjjight the (d) Lord smote all the 


first-born in the land of Egypt, from | 
the first born of Pharaoh 40 the first- | 


born of the (e) captive that was in 
the dungeon; and all the first-born 


of the cattle were smitten, as the 


Lord had that morning denouneed to 
Pharaoh and Moses... 
_ | This severe stroke of divine ven- 
geance at length alarmed the obdu- 
rate Pharaoh and bliaded subjects, 
who waked each other with their dis- 
mal cries, and the horfor of the night 
added to their confusion: the expir- 
ing groans of their beloved firstborn 


1 


deeply affected them, and they ee | 


ed a succession of death upon 

_ *$elves; Pharachfhoping to averramun- 
*timely/dedth; in haste sent for Moses 

and Aaron, and eommanded them to 

be gone With all speed. Get you forth, 

I $f ASSISI IE Se EINE 4.45 
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de) Tord. Shine ink Goc inflifice this plague upen 


tte Egyptians immediately himself; becacbhe he Sas, 
Exrod. xi. 4. about midnight will I. go in the midſt of 
Egypt. And to the same e ch. xi. 12. But it is 
an ordinary manner of speech to- attribute chat to God, 
which was done by ＋ of his angels: od that-this was an 
angel, Is Out, ot ch. X11, 2 . Ne Lord will paſs 
_ b/w, and will not ye - 3 5 
into your houſes to fmite ou. 
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the deſtroyer to come 
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you ant the children of Hrael, and 
go: ſerve your God as ye have fard 5 


and take your flocks and your herds, 


as ye demanded, aut be gone: Il 
and no longer on terms with you, 


only pray for me, that this plague 
may go no further. Nor were the 
people less importunate for them to 


| be gone; for they concluded, if the 


Israel ites tai ried any longer among 
them, that they chould all ': |" S 

Moses having by God's express 
command directed the children of 
Israel to borrow of their Egyptian 
wy jewels of silver and gold, 
and the Lord having disposed the 
5 4 to lend them What they 
asked for, they, by these means ( N 
spoiled the /Egyptians of their most 
valuable things; nay, sb fearful were 


they that some heavy judgment would 


attend their longer continuanee a- 
-mong. them, that they forced them 
away, not suffering them toi finish their 


-bread, but obliging them to tie up 
their dough in cloths, and carry it 
1 their backs unbakec. 


he Lord having thus avenged on 

the Egyptians, the obstinacy of their 
King in detaining his people in bon- 
dage; now on a sudden thrust 
them out, as God had foretold, and 
. drove them away in great haste. 
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(e) Captive— That is, thote meanet servants, that are 
put 40 grinding, as Samſon afterwaids- was, vhem he bad 
= at once both his eyes and liberty. 5 N 
© (f )"Spoiled. This was bot te be drawn into an G- 
ample, bow excusable and justifiable soever in the Israel- 
ites, on the account that God, who is the sovereign Lord 
of all, both persons and things, did so order it; and that 


it might de looked on as a Just retributten for the 
| andgreatinjuries done by the Egyptiatistothe Israchtes. 
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80 punctual were whe ancient ser- 
vants of God in complying with the 


request of their dying friends or re- 
lations, or any who had signalized 
| themeives i in the service of the faith- | 


ful, that we find men, notwithstand- 
ing the hasty departure of the Israel- 
Hes, did not forget to take the bones 
of Joseph, which he, dying in the 


faith of their deliverance had solemnly | 
engaged the children of Israel to carry | 


upout of Egypt with them, and which 


Had now lain entombed there more 
2 than 2a hundred and forty years. ; 


The place of general rendezvous. 


for the Israelites was Rameſes, the 
chief city of Goshen ; from whence, 
on the fifteenth day of their (8) first ö 


month, "they set forward as regu- 


larly as a — ordered army, be. 
ing in number about six hundred 
thousand men, besides children, and 


marched to Succotuß. With them a 
went a mixed mültitude that were 


ral nations, who, having seen the ca- 
Jaminies that Egypt had suffered for 


IIõrael's sake, chose rather to seek 
their fortunes with the Israelites, than 


tarry in a Tountry” ene t wade >: [+ 
OOO l 650 4 j 
= o perpetuatethe remem Sibel 
of this glorious display divine 
power and goodness, in their behalf, 

od, by Moses, commanded the peo- | 


7 1 Israel, that when they should | 


e 
be brought into the land of Canaan, 1 


_ should set pe oft n N unto 1 
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0 Firſt Month... This was afterwards called | Na 
Abi, which takes in part of | the first, and part of . 


"the second month with us. 
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not Israelites, but strangers of seve- 
was the divine pleasure, that the Al- 
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the Lord their frst-born, elk Ci man 


| and beast, as a token that God, for 


their sakes, had Slain ail the first-born 
in Egypt. 

- Thelsraelites being to remove — 2 
Succoth, the Lord, for their encou- 
ragement and security, went before 
them, in the day-time in a pillar of 
cloud, and by night in a pillar of 
fire to direct and guide them; and 
though the Philistines' country was ' 

the nearest for them to pa yet, lest 
| they, seeing them with an armed 
force oppose their passage, pid 
repent Of their deliverance, and wil- 
fully turn back to Egypt, he led them 
about through the way of the wilder- 
ness of the red ſea, and marching to 
Etham they encamped there on the 
borders of the wilderness, which took 
its name from that place, From 
thence drawing them 58 more to 
the red fea, he caused them to en- 
eamp there, between the straits of the 
mountains in sight of the sea. This 


— 
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mighty Jehovah, might more fully 
triumph over the Egyptian tyrant : 
For he had told Moses, that Pharaoh 
would say, They were intangled in 
the wilderness; and that he would 
harden {Pharaoh's heart, that he 
should pursue them and be destro yed. 
This succeeded me res a: ; 273 al- 
ter the Egyptians had buried - 
.dead first-born, Pharaoh, bein 

that the Israelites were gone, 12 con- 
| ans ag their INE: and r 


S 


mund. of his TOY the Sh "ae foo weil an event, 
ordered that the first-born of every fanuly ee _y im- 


Q 


200 e God, villing u to PO in the | 


mediately devoted to an 
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marches, that they fled indeed, re. 


ented that he had let them go: His 
| pores: in dismissing the in aved Is- 
raelites scarce survived his deliver- 
ance from the angel's slaughtering 
hand, and rage and revenge succeed - 
ed to his late fear and grief for the 
death of the first-born : He forgot 
the almighty power, that by a succes- 
sion of 14 9585 had so lately afflicted 
him and his people, and regardless of 
the danger of 4. 


| of the Israchtes. 
Raising all the force, which the 
shortness of the time would admit, 


He headed them, and immediately 
pursued the departing Israelites, in 


order to inslave them deeper. 
He had with him six hundred 


chosen (2) chariots, and all the cha- 


riots of Egypt besides, that could be 
got ready at so short a warning, with 
their commanders, and (4) horsemen, 
with which he pursued them; and 

on the sixth day after cheir departure 

out of Egypt, came up with them, 
and found them encamped by the sea: 
so that, as he had proposed to him- 


self, he found the Israelites beset on 
every side, the sea in front, huge 
mountains on their flank, and his own 


army in their rear. 


The sight of this army, and hair: 


old oppressor at the head of them, 


struck terror into the poor Israelites, 


; 58 soon n Weir e ee | 


ol erde. N ave the + Bhs Chariots that were 

in war; in which it was the custom long after 

5 xoldiers to t. They were armed with scythes, 

and being drawn by horses against the enemy, they 

cut down all in their wa "_ men in_them using 

darts and spears, and such li oftenmye weapons, to an- 
„ 10 


it again, 
blindly pursued his own fate, rope | 


2 


based their spirits. 


mitable; 


TE Pharaoh too 


| 


3 N 


liberty, betrayed a servile had; and 


- envied the slavish condition they but 


_lately deplored. ; 
The reproached Moses as the = 


thor of all their imagin 


wished to resume the yoke u che 3 
but now shaken off. Long custom 
had inured them to a state of slaver 
and continual servitude of body de. 


N 10 


But pious Moses, not resenting 
their reproachful taunts, but pityin 
their abject fear, cheered them u 
with the assurance of God's protee- 


| tion and care; and said, The Lord wi 
fight for you, and complete your d 


verance ; and this numerous 4 
cf the Egyptians, which now terri- 


fieth you, Mall n more 5 


moleſt you. 
Moses, before this encouraging 
surance, had addressed himself 


- 


God, who admonished him no ire 


at this juncture to apply himself to 


| him, but to press the murmuring Is- 
raelites to move forward, giving him 


instructions how to secure his peo- | 


ple and afflict their enemies. 


The sacred rod, by which Moses 
had formerly wrought so many mira- 
cles, still retained its virtues, as ini- 
but now more fatally de- 
structive: Liſt up thy rod, saith the 
Lord, and ſttreteh thy hand over the 


fea, and divide it; and the children 


all go on wy land (1) 
the ſea; and I 


will 


"of Ifracl ji 


e the MN of 4 


noy the enemy, 2 3 account er che ancient | 


Britons. | . 
(&) Horſemen. Zechen ephus wins that bexdes ham: 
with him fift eee horsemen, 

and two hundred thousand footmen. ok | 
9 3 Bam the Israclues went not — 
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- will harden ones of tlie FR . 
tians, at they ſhall purſue them ; 


and there will 7 get. me honour upon 


the. ru bt Tea and * ty 


BY | 
ED convince the Janbting intimi- 
+ | dT of the peculiar favour 


— which God bore towards 


8 them, as his chosen People, the angel 
of God, which went before the camp 
of, Israel, in the pillar of the ft 


temoved and went behind them, by 
99 means it 


apart all night; — cloudy. side, 


being next the Egyptians, cast a dark- 


ness towards them: but the fiery side 
hong next the. Eraelites, gave. them 
1 
Israel being thus secured from the 
terrifying Sight 
ses waved . 


from the land; and, dividing the wa- 
ters, made a dry and safe passage for 


the Israelites, — 44 under the con- 
duct of their great guide, entered the 


sandy plain, and with amazement be- 
held the till then, sacred wonders of 


the deep. Enchanted with the floods, 


they boldly marched on, and instead 
of being terrified with the sight of a 


pursuing enemy, were ; entertained 1 
with the pleaging view of the seas 
Spoils, and the aks of vn ; 
Ion aba Ae was a eee 9 
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Kiss the sea fem Shore to 1 but took a semi- circular 


compass in the sea and returned on shore on the same side, 
in the opinion of many learned men, both ancient and mo- 


dern. And indeed their going out of the wilderness of 
Etham into the sea, and their coming out of the sea into 


the wildetwess of Elham again ben it e 12 


tar Wb Buns e 
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the two camps 


of their enemies, Mo- 
the sacred rod over the 
sea, and immediately a strong east- 
wind blew, and drove the sea back 


_—_— 
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sea. 
Watch the Lord had looked throug n 
the pillar of fire and cloud upon the 
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The Egyptians, 8 NY Fu 
and revenge, pursued the: tract, and 
not suspecting but that they with 
with their chariots and horsemen 
might safely follow where the Israel- 


ites, being but footmen, went before, 


enter in after them to the midst of the 
But when in the Morning (in) 


Egyptians, and throwing their as, 6 | 
riots off the wheels, had disordered 
their army: the Egyptians saw their 


error, and said one to another, Let 


us Hy from the face of Iſrael, for Je- 


hovah fighteth for them againſt us. 


But it was too late.to fly; for Mo- 
ses at God's command, waving the 


sacred wand again, the sea returned 
to its strength; and the divided parts 


covered the thirsty 


suddenly . 
orror and confusion 


bottom, whilst 


in vadedthe frighted Egyptians. They 
heard and saw the roarin 


waves 
break loose from their invisible chain, 
and with helpless speed endeavoured 


to avoid their l fury, but in 


vain; the mighty God of Jacob will 
avenge himself on the obstinate infi- 


dels, and their ruin shall be a lasting 


monument of his e and his 


vengeance. 

- Thus did the Land rescue the * 
raelites from the King of Egypt, and 
his mighty army; which being cast 


— td — Tow 22 1 _— 


1 


and went . days journey in the der of Echam 


after they cane out at the sea, gives much countenance to 


that opinion. 
(en) aich. This is reckoned to begin at the third, 
e eee e 
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cle to the Israelites, and a confirma- 


tion of the power of their Almighty 
God, who had delivered them from 


inevitable ruin. This created an aw- 
ful reverence in them, not only to 
God himself, but his servant Moses, 
their happy guide, by whose hand 
God had wrought so many wonders 


for their preservation and- safety. 


Being now safely got to shore again, 

Moses and the Israelites, in grateful 
acknowledgment of their deliverance 
sung atriumphant in) song; in which 
Miriam the prophetess, sister to Mo- 
ses and Aaron, joined, taking a tim 
brel in her hand, and followed by the 
Israeliticgh women with timbrels and 
dances, answered the men, repeatedly 
and alternately, some parts of the 


1 - 


song. \ 
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pkaRTH OF WArkR. BrrrER WA. 
T ERS ARE SWEETENED. DEARTH or 


BREAD. PROVISION IS SENT FROM 
HEAVEN. PEOPLE AGAIN. MURMUR 
ON ACCOUNT OF A DEARTH OF WA. 


TER. ARE MIRACULOUSLY SUPPLIED. . 
ISRAEL OVERCOMES AMALEK. MO 
SES ENTERTAINS JETHRO, AND TA 
KETH HIS ADVICE. © GOD'S MESSAGE 
FROM THE MOUNT, AND TERRIBLE 

II so many former tokens of the inter- 


. APPEARANCE; o - pt -2 


TFT FAVING thus rendered their 
44 grateful tribute of praise to 
their Almighty deliverer, Moses led 


the children of Israel from the Red 


9 q wy * ? n r en 


Ll 
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(n) Song. This song is set down in Exod. xv. from 


4 


- v. 1 to 20, and which in the Revelations, ch. xv, 7. has 


the honour to be joined to the Song of the Lamb. 


os Tun Hoh DiE. 


| Sea into the desart of Shur or Etham, 
in which they marched three days 
without finding any water; Which, 


* — 
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to so great a number of people, in so 
hot a country and season must needs 
be very irksome. But at length they 


came to a place where there was wa- 
ter enough, but so (o) bitter, that they 


could not drink it. This disappoint- 
ment inflamed their thirst, and in- 
creased their dissatisfaction; and 


though it was but three or four days 


since they so joyfully and thankfully 
praised God for their deliverance 
from the Oppressions of the Egyp- 
tians, yet they murmured against 
Moses, asking him what they should 
Moses was sensible of the calamity 
under which they laboured; and 

fearing they should by their future 
murmurings provoke the Lord to pu- 
nish them as they deserved, he 
straightway addressed himself to him 


in their behalf; who no sooner heard 


the complaint, but redressed it; di- 
rected Moses to a tree, which when 


he had cast into the waters, they be- 
came sweet, and the people satisfied 


Their pressing wants being thus 
wonderfully and amply supplied, it 
might be imagined that after this, and 


position of the divine power and 
goodness in their behalf, they would 
no longer mistrust the goodness 7 
their Covenant-God ; but their fail 

scarcely survived his miracles, _ 


. * 


(s) Bitter, From che biltertess' of the waters, the 
place took the name of Marah, which signifies bitter- 


From 
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date tsees. B 5 104-1 
Here it may be supposed they made 


some stay; for when they removed 


duo hath heard them, and ye /h 


Jou out of Egyp 


TE 7 a 
From Mara they marched to Elim, 


| where they found better accommo- 
dations ; for there were () twelve 
wells of water, and seventy palm, or | 
4+ - his power and providence, having 


ness of sin, which is between Elim 


set forward out of Egy 


Hlere again the Israelites fell into 
a general mutiny against Moses and 
a little white round thing, as small as 


Aaron. The sight of a barren wil- 


derness and shortness of provisions, 
made them distrust God and break 
into very indecent expressions; Mould 
To Cod, cry d they in their discontent, 


zoe had died by the hand of the Lord 


din the land of Egypt, where aue had | 
plenty of | bread: and meat; for now 
Je have brought us into this deſart, 

where we muſt periſh with famine. 
This ungrateful treatment of his 
_ servants, the Lord resented, as done 


to himself, and of which Moses and 
Aaron made them sensible; for, said 


they, Your murmurings are not only 


aanſt us, but againſt the. Lord ; 


know that it vas the Lord that brought 
Shortened, 


* * 
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0e) Twelve. Some of the ancient Fathers who turned 
every thing into allegory, tell chat he twelve fountains 
were types of the Twelve Apostles and the seventy Palm 
Trees of the Seventy Discipfs 
{q) What, Kc. Our translation and some others, 
make Moses fall into a plain contradiction in relating this 


Story of ide Manna, Exod. xvi. 24. Which they render 
dus: Aud when the Children of Ifrael ſaw it, they ſaid 


3 
* 
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The Lord, therefore, to awe this 


murmuring people into a belief of 


first shewed his glory in the cloud, 


he made good, by causing quails to 
come up so thick in the evening, that 
they covered the camp, and afforded 


And in the morning, when the dew 
was gone, there lay upon the ground 


the hoar frost, and hke coriander 
seed for shape; which when the Is- 


raelites saw, they wondering said one 
to another, (q) what is this? For 
they knew not what it was. But God 
was pleased by Moses to give them 


a direction in the gathering and use 
era. | > 


First, it was to be our fresh 
(r) every morning; all that was ga- 
thered was to be spent the same day. 


And when some of them, either out 


of curiosity or diffidence, that they 


| might have a reserve, kept some of it 
j Hl che next mornmg, it putrefied 
all ſoon 


and stunk. They were to gather it 
by measure, according to the number 


| of heads in every family. 


. On the Seventh day, which was the | 


3 ad 1 
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to one another it is Manna, for they wiſt not what it 
was. But the most ancient Hebrew Manuscripts, the 

| Septuagint. aud St. Jerome's Versions, have the words 

as follow, which 29g} purity of the sense. The. 


I ho feeing this, ſaid one to another,. What is this ? 


or they knew not what it was. 


| *{(r}: Every morning. This was to signify to the Israel- 

3 Md (94 64 er e by de ; ze | e . 

ites, that they should patientty depend upon God's _—_ . 
4 Gy . 5 4 : u | ence . 


told them by Moses, that at evening 
from hence, and came to the wilder- | they should eat flesh, and in the 
| morning be filled with bread; which 
and Sinai, it was the ſifteenth day of 
the second month, which was just a 
month from the day on which they 
i | the Israelites a sufficiency of fless. 


Sabbath, there was none to be found; 


therefore they were to gather a dou- 
ble portion on the sixth day, and lay 


it up for the the seventh day, which 


being kept by God's appointment, 

and forthat use, did not corrupt. 
This was to them instead of bread: 
and of this they did eat forty years, 


till they arrived on the borders of 


Canaan. And as a memorial of it, 
that after- generations might see the 


0 bread with which he had fed their 


forefathers in the wilderness, God 
appointed that an { y) Omer of this 


Manna should be put up in a pot, 


and laid up before the Lord. 


The Almighty not only supplied the 


_ = wants of the discontented Israelites in 


the most ample manner; but farther 
to convince them of his pecuhar 


flavour and regard, directed their 

marches from place to place, and or- 

dered their encampments. 
Accordingly they moved from the 


desart of in, and encamped in (5) 


 Replndim, where they had no water. 


way of distrusting God's providence, 

whieh they well knew had never hi- 
_  therto failed them; and forgetting 
the late miraculous supplies, they re- 


Pproached Moses for his ill conduct 


and neglect of them. Moses meekly 
W 

not to reflect on him, for, in so doing, 
they affronted the Lord. But thirst 
inflaming them, they regarded not 


. from day to day ; in which respect 2 might , 2 
type of that heavenly bread, which Christ taught 15 45 = 
ciples to pray for, Mat. vi. 11. Give us this day our. 


daily bread, © 


(r Omer. This was the proportion daily allowebes 1 


one man, and is computed to contain of English measur 
pe puts and a half, and a fifth part of a pint. | 


— 


them, and cautioned them 
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his cautions and grew more mutinous, 
charging him with a design of bring- 
ing them out of Egypt to kill them 


with thirst. es | 
These complaints and reproaches 
deeply affected Moses, who immedi- 
lief in this distress, expostulating with 
People ? Thirſt makes them impatient, 


sidering the many instances of God's 


present necessity, the Israclites had 
no reason to distrust; However, the 


march, and take thy rod, with whack 


| thou didſt ſmite the river, and tale 

| the elders of the people with thee, and 

go thou on before, and behold, I will 

tand before thee upon the rock of Ho- 
alt rige the roch, 


reb, and thou ſha 
_ whach ſhall yield water for the people 


ko drink. + 


raelites, he named the place Maſſali 


tation and strife. | "0 
But the faith and fortitude of the 
Israelites were put to a more severe 
trial before they could remove from 
Reßhidim; for an army of the (7 
 Amaleckites was at their heels, an 


—— 


lth 
; 24 * 


] Rephidim, Exod. xvii, 1. Moses does not here 


doth in Numb. xxxiii. but only those places where some 
remarkable thing Was done. £ 


charged his people never to make peace with them- 


S OO £0 0p 


. 


ately addressed himself to God for re- 
him thus; What ſhall I do with this 
and they are ready to ſtone me. Con- 
Providence, notwithstanding their 
Lord had compassion on Moses, and 


| did also pity and bear with the people; 
| Grove order to the people, said he, to 


Here again they fell into their old | Moses did as God commanded, and 
in memory of the mutiny of the IS- 


| and Meribaſi, which signified temp- 


ready to attack them. Moses there- 


observe every place where the Israelites encamped, as he 


(t) Amalekites, - These were the descendants of E/au, . 
and in memory of their having opposed the Israclites, Gd 


A COMPLETE HISTORY 
for it, and called it (u) Jehovah Niſi- 


because, said he, the Lord hath sworn 
that he will have war with Amalek 


114 


upon ordered ua, a valiant young 
man that always attended him, to 
draw out a party of choice men against 


the next morning, and to give the | from generation to generation. 
Amalekites battle; and said, I 0] The Israelites soon after came near 
ſtand on the top of the hill, with the | to the place where God first appeared 
rod of God in my hand. | | to Moses in the burning bush, and 


not far from his father-in-law Jethro's: 
habitation; Jethro having heard of 
all that God had done for Moses and 
his people Israel, and understanding 
they were now near him, took his 
daughter Zipporah, Moses's wife, 
with their two sons, Ger/hom and Eli- 
erer, and brought them to him to the 
Israclitich camp; where, after mu- 
tual salutations and embracings, Mo- 
ses gave Jethro a particular account 


of the Lord's dealing with Pharaoh 


Joshua 0 ; and having drawn 
up his men, Moses in the morning, 
While the two armies engaged, went 
up to the top of the hill, taking Aaron 
and Hur with him, and holding up 
the rod of God, as an ensign in his 
hand, Israel taking courage from 
thence prevailed; but when, through 
weariness, he let his hand down, Ama- 
lek prevailed; therefore Aaron and 
' Hur, observing that Moses's hands, 
through a continued waving of the 


rod, were grown feeble and. weary, 
took a stone, and laid it under him, 
and standing one on eachside of him, 
held up his hand steady till the go- 


ing down of the sun; in which time | 
Joshua routed the Amalekite army, 


and put them to the sword. ep 
This success in their first martial 
enterprize very much encouraged 
Joshua and the Israelites; and that 
so remarkable an action might be 
transmitted to posterity, God com- 
manded it to be recorded in a book, 
and bade Moses rehearse it to Joshua, 
the general, to animate him to future 
service; for, saith the Lord, I will 


utterly put out the remembrance of 


 Amalek from under heaven... 
And for a memorial of this victory, 
Moses built an altar tosacrifice thereon 


u) Jehovah NViſſi. That is, the Lord is my band, 


2s he declared by holding up his rod in his hands. 
( Devout. From the charatter of Jethro, it appears | 


and the Egyptians in defence of Is- 
| rae], and of all that had befallen them 
during their march thither. 


Jethro being a (x) devout- man, 
testified his joy by rendering solemn 
praise to God, and acknowledging: 


his sovereignty, offering at the same 


time a burnt-offering and sacrifices 


of e ap to God, in which 
Aaron and all the elders of Israel 
joined with him, and feasted together. 


During Jethro's stay in the camp, 


he observed the great 5 of busi- 


ness under which Moses laboured in 
hearing the complaints, and determin- 


ing the differences of so great a peo- 
ple; and therefore, being a wise and 


experienced man himself, he advised 
his son- in- law to substitute certain 
subordinate officers, properly quali- 


chat he and che Midianites had some knowledge of the true 


God, although greatly obscured, which shews the neces- 
sity of divine Revelation, in order to lead men to happiness. 


fied 
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diately devoted to the service of their 
„ | 


fied, men of sincerity and abilities, 
such as feared God, and hated cove- 
tousness, to be rulers; some over 
thousands, some over hundreds, some 
over fifties, and some over tens, who 


should hear and end all smaller mat- | 


ters wee, the people, and refer the 
greater and more weighty causes only 
to him; assuring him that, if with 
God's approbation he did follow this 
advice, it would be better both for 
the people and himself. 5 


Moses approved of his counsel, and 


immediately put it in practice, to 
the great ease of himself and the peo- 
ple. Jethro, seeing things thus set- 
tled, took his leave of his son- in- law, 
and returned to his own land. 
Three (&) months after the mira- 
culous deliverance of the Israelites 


from Egyptian bondage, they left Re- 


phidim, and encamped in the wilder- 
ness of Sinai, before the mount of 


4 


Here it pleased God to summons 
his servant Moses, and command him 


to remind his people Israel of the sig- 
nal proofs he had given of his gra- 


cious regard; and also to assure them 


that, though they had mistrusted both 


his truth and power, yet, if they 
would constantly bear in mind the 
covenant he had established with 
them, he would manifest farther to- 
kens of his love toward them, and 
signalize them from all other nations 
upon earth, as a people more imme- 


(2) Months. This was in dhe begihnihg of the eth 
Sivan, containing part of May and June. 
() Deſcend. It must be observed here, and likewise 


in other places of the same nature, that the Scripture suit. 
ing itself to man's common way of speaking an thinking a 


assigns such actions to God, as are only proper to the ef- 
feds. It is A that God descended on the mountain, 


? 


— 


| because he made his  precencs more visible there, by sen- 


Sinai; 


Moses having communicated this 


to the elders and pn le, they una- 


nimously answered, That whatsoever 
the Lord had commanded them, they 
would c 5ediently perform. Moses 


returned the people's answer to God, 


who said to Moses, I bill come to you 


in the darkneſs of a cloud, that the 
people may ſee ſomething of me, when 
I ſhall fþeak to you, and may always 


believe you. © | 8 
Then he commanded him to direct 


the people to cleanse themselves, and 


to wash their garments, during two 


days, and to be ready the third day, 


on which the Lord would ( y) descend 


in the sight of all the people on mount 
that he should mark out 
bounds about the mountain, which 
none was to pass before the trumpet 


began to sound. 3 
'hese were the preparatory solem- 


nities tothe Lord's giving the (z) Law; 
after which followed divers judicial 
laws intermixed with some ceremo- 
nials, and backed with promises of 
blessings upon the people's obedience, 


All this Moses wrote in a book, 
and then read it to the people; and 


having, by God's command, brought 
up Aaron with his two sons, Nadad 


andAbihu, and seventy of the elders of 
Israel, so near that they saw the Di- 
vine Majesty, yet they were not smit- 


ten by it, but survived the sight. 


sible and surprising effects. It may be also said, it was an 
angel descended from God, Who spoke to Moses, and gave 


the law ; but the text expresses, Exod. xix. 20. that it was 


God himself, who descended upon the top of mount Sinai. 


(2) Law. Which contained the Ten Command- 


— 


CHAP. 


ments, from thence called the Decalogue, 
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VAT. v. 


| | MOSES GOES UP TO THE MOUNT wiTH 


NI > AND COMMITS THE CHARGE 


OF HIS PEOPLE TO. AARON AND HUR. 
"RECEIVES THE TABLES OF STONE ON 


"WHICH WERE INSCRIBED THE WORDS 


OF THE LAW. VARIOUS CEREMONIES 


INSTITU TED. AARON CONTRIBUTES 


: TO THE IDOLATRY OF THE PEOPLE, 


WHO ARE SEVERELY CHASTIZED BY. 


T — 
MOSES ON HIS RETURN. GOD THREAT upon the very men to undertake the 


ENS THE PEOPLE. CONVERSE S FAME- 


. LIARLY WITH MOSES, WHOSE FACE 1 


"SHINES WITH UNCOMMON LUSTRE. 
BUILDING OF THE TABERNACLE, AND 
© SETTLING W e CONCERNS. 


\OON' alter Moses at che Seine 
AD command, ascended the mount, 
together with Joshua only, dictating 
the Elders to tarry for them till they 


should return, and referring them to 


Aaron and Hur for assistance and ad- 
vice in any difficult case that might be 

brought before them. Moses was no 

sooner got up to the mountain of 
God, but a 8 covered the mount, 


and the glory of the Lord abode upon | 


It like a devouring fire, in the sight 
Ff the children of 
venth day God called Moses from 
tde midst "of the fire, and he entered 
the midst of the cloud, and went fur- 


ther up the mount, al remained 


there forty days and as many nights. 


During which time he received the 
tables of stone, wherein God himself 
had written the law; 
* by 9 yy the tent or ta- 


* 


8 
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0 wet. "Se te pain om e's weng. 5 


* 


A "COMPLETE: HISTORY 


© $ | bernacle should be ane” wherein he 
= Should be worshipped. 


= TY I ET 


Ted, The se- 


and was in- 


Ca 


| third a 0 he dee Chip of Ex. 


He likewise described the * 8 = 
arp, the table for the shew-bread, the 


altar of frankincense, the altar for 
the burnt-offerings, the court of the 


tabernacle, the bason to wash i in, the 


ark, the candlestick, the priestly vest- 
ments, and taught him how the 
priests were to be consecrated, what 


part of the offering they were to take, 


and how the perpetual sacrifice was 
to be offered. God likewise pitched 


g building, Bezaleel of the tribe of 
Judah, and Ahotzab of the tribe of 
+ *- a 


In fine, he eo the keep- 


ing of the Sabbath, and having ended 


the (a) discourse, gave Moses two 


stone tables, containing the Covenant 
or Law, which were: written by the 
1 Hand of God. | 


Whilst Moses v was conversing with 


God upon the mount, and Joshua du- 
tifully waiting his return, the people 
in the camp growing impatient of his 


long absence, tumultuously repaired 
to Aaron; and, as if they despaired 


of God's protection, because he did 


not continually work miracles to con- 


vince them, they concluded Moses 


had deserted them; and therefore 
demanded of FA: to make them 


Gods to go before them. 


Aaron, who should have eine 
them from this madness, too easily 
complied; and for want of reproving 
and expostulating with them the un- 
reasonableness of their wild desire, 
e to their e and, as 


FRE 


it 


8 


- The hag 1 ichen Up r unh them in 
this wieked intention he bid thlem 
break off the golden (4} rings, which 
were in the ears of their wives and 
children, and Bring them te him. 
When he had reeeived these, he tied 
them in a bag, and made a molten 49.4 
calf of them, you they owned for | 
their God, saying; This 4s thy Cod, O 

 Ieracl; at Vong, thee out of the 
3 e Pr. Aarem seeing the 


pag 80 —— gelighted with their 
n God, as if he were possesse 


— — the same idolatrous spirit, built 
an altar before it, and ee 4 
feast to be holden ehe next day to 
the Lord. But it” proved rather 2 
feast of revelling and luxury; for af. 
ter they had niade their oblations and 
peace: offering, they sat down to cat 
and drink, and qe the' whole 2:55 
in feasting and ee 
. . in — ; 

with his God; while the wanton Is- 
raelites were revelting in the camp; | 


line: suspecting se südden a change | 


in a people who! had so late and $0 
leninly entered into à coverianr of | 
Obedience to all that God! should 
command. But he; frem whom no 
Secret. can he hid; was instantly ap- 
po this! sudden revo; theres | 
telling Moses what crime the 


ber had committed, he expressed 
. vet 


Me” 15. Tbese as were che same i 
borrowed of __ Egy peians, for rings are of great 
me we od! were * in Egypt, as emblems: of 


eternit 

Cal 88 they: worhipped God ra- 
we, 9235 Men of a roms a — 15 any other creature, 
by enpositors, conceived to be from-the cor- 


ie learned among. the” Egyptians, (w. 
J ir dol"-Apis or Serapi ey 5 1 


or THE u- Wer „5 


Hon and ingr 
 brodghteſt but of Egypt habe cb 
_ themſelves. 
be an voſtindte peoßle 2 3 lr 
ef 1 ntercede not 
tem, but fe e me e apes 1 5 5 oi 
mente in the lads 
to thee bolt 7 ates K et 
intended” to thein, and of 55 7 
make 4 great nation, 


But notvithgtanding the radlies 


nt rebellions against God, and 


tumultuqus mutinies 


that he iriterposed with his prayers ; 
_ with his importunate intreaties 


Peused the Eord, that 3 cyl 


Kits from their devtratiion. 
The pious Moser having dep: 
ited the Af Stroke of dir 


geance Hastenet down r "Wo 


mount, act took! Joshua Wirk Him, 

WHO had, durmg I sta above, 

. for it ow. As the vent, 
the noise of te p 


| coming erde eo bieder that! 


{ there was à bene of War in the camp. 


But Moses, who knew the accursed 


| | an $id6latrody cause of the same, re- 


| 


| 


Cs. Atta 


ould Fn Them oh, 


plyed, that the noise was not like. that 


those which shouted for videry, 


nor of those that cried 2 OUT; 


FELL * 


— in, an 4 


3 — 

an Ox with a bushel on his head) in memory, as some say, 
of Pharach's dreams, and Joseph's en 
meazured: out? the. con to the people in 


(m) Thy, a0 12 this exprevion it cer as if 
God div . more to be his people, and. 
not A 


1 ig | Being 


atttüde; Cs Wav, Salth | 
he, fo# (mJ) thy rope, "Whom thou' 


T7 Indy them to” 


thist Him, 


Moses was so far from Seeking. his | 
own interest by tier destruction, 
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Being come "ils sight of the: 
camp, Moses 5p! ied the calf, and the 
people dancing before it, which so in- 


densed him, that in a holy rage, at 


their ingratitude and rebellion, he 
threw the tables, on which God had 


with his own hand Written the law, 


against the rock, and brake them to 
pieces, Then taking the idol calf, to 
deface it, he first thre it into the fire 
and burnt i it, and grinding it to, pow- 


der, he took the powder, and strewed 


it upon the water; and to make them 
more sensible of their folly in wor- 
shipping that as a God, which should 

s through their bodies, he made 
pa rabies drink of the en . 
Moses having given the le 
chese manifest 8 of his — 


ment of iheiridolatry, chastised Aaron 


for being accessary to the abomina- 
ble crime; which Aaron very r 
excused, by urging the mischievous 
temper of the: people; and that he 
had com plied with them for quiet - 
sake. 1 did not long r reason the 
case with Aaron; for seeing that the 


people by Aaron's indiscretion were 


naked, and, stripped of the defence 
and protection Which God' $.presence 
and fayour had been to them, and 
that too amongst their enemies; and 


io Wake © a furth her atonement Hor e 


* 
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( Bleſſed. This Halt did 50 PK God: FE 8 


turned away the curse of Jacob against Levi, to a bles- 
that tribe dhe office of the my 


hogd, til! Ohtist came in the flesh. 
(e) Bobk. This way of speaking is evidently 


* upon the numbering of the children of Israel at their 


coming out of Egypt, and the registering of their names 
in a scroll or register, as may be seen, Numb. i. The 


same method was like wise taken at their return from the” 


Babytouult captivity, as be seen in the books of 


e „ 
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sin, beside that of burning the 5 7 
he went into the midst of the ca | 
and calling out, said; Let thoſe: who! 
axe. of or the Lord join themſelves with 
me. Upon which all the sons of 

Levi, Who were not concerned in the 


late idolatry, repaired to him, whom 
he ordered to arm, and go through 
the camp, and slay all the ringlead- 


ers of the sedition, does their follow- 
ers: the Levites thus commissioned 
fell on, and slew about three thou- 


sand men. For this laudable zeal, 
and ready obedience,” Moses (n) bles- 
sed the family of Levi, ass 
that by this "chedding. the blood of 
l their. idolatrous brethren without fa- 
| vour or distinction, they had conse- 


assuring them 


crated themselves to the Lord, who 
1 would not; fail to bless them for iti. 
Thaqugh it pleased God to suspend 
| the execution of his wrath upon the 
, ateful and unbelievin Israelites; 
. yet he assured them he had in reserve 
for them a very severe punisbment, 
which on 88 provocation he in- 
| flifted i in a very aggravated manner. 

After this Moses returning to the 
| Lo acknowledged Israel's sin, and 
asked forgiveness for it, with that 
;  earnestness and concern, that he 

rayed God to blot him out of his 
Gb 45 e e ny gp Gre con | 


TESTS Fear 4 >: 


. 5 g 1 £2 1 1 — E alot 1 — OSS 1 — L SST $ $4 
: 


. wo on 8 "A 1 er hs were . in 
| this book, are said, to he written or life, or among the 
| Hoing, for every year they blot out of this catalogue 
he names of ihose who died. 5 ; 

If Moses had desired to be damned, Atheists and De- 
ists might have reason to say, that he bad made a very ex- 
| rravagant demand, which looked more like madness than 

; 1 gr es 2 

ut Dr Stiling feet; after several 2 has proved 
chat rok _ not "ON, least a e 

7 * 5 0 
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them. But this was inconsistent wich 
the Divine justice, and therefore God 
gave him this short answer, Whoſoe- 
ver hath finned againſt me, him will 


T blot out of my book. 
The divine wrath, 
measure appeased at the intercession 
of Moses, the Lord commanded him 
to lead the people to the place he 
had appointed: but let him know, he 
was not willing to go along with them, 


because they were a stiff-necked peo- 


ple, lest they should provoke him to 
consume them in the way; yet, to 
she he had still some tenderness and 
regard for them, he would send his 


Angel before them, to drive out the 


inhabitants of the promised land, that 
so he might perform the oath, which 
he had sworn to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Ja 1555 0 11g ate R469: 


1 


This was very affliting news to 


the Israelites, who now plainly per- 
ceived, that God's withdrawing his 
immediate presence from them was 


the effect of their rebellion; upon 


which they mourned, and, to shew: 
their humiliation, they forbore to put 
on the ornaments. But Moses to 
humble them the more, and make 
them more sensible of their sin, took 
a tent, and pitehing it without the 
camp at a good distance, called it the 
tabernacle of the congregation: In- 


timating to them by this, that the 


* AS 


No such thing can be found in what goes before or af- 
ter; and besides, the whole design of this chaptar is quite 
opposite to this sort of thought, and runs all on temporal 
punishments. And this may be gathered from a like 
rayer of Moses on another occasion, where he says, J 
thou deal thus with me, hall me I pray thee out of hand, 
Numb. xi. 25. The Hebrew. word also, which is ren- 
dered to blot out, signifies to kill or deſtroy. It is there- 
fore evident, that to be written in the book of life, signi- 


being in some 


| pare two new * 


119 
Lord was so highly offended with 

them for their idolatry, that he had 
removed from them, and would no 
longer dwell amongst them as he had 
done before: by which means, everx 
one that sought the Lord was obliged 
to go to this tabernacle without the 
camp; and when Moses went to it, 
as he entered in, the eloudy pillar in 
which the Lord used to appear, de- 
scended and stood at the door of the 
- Fabeenadle/© 69 07 1 0 T8 
These tokens of the divine wrath 
rendered the people more careful in 
observing the motions of Moses; and 
therefore when he went out of the 
camp to the tabernacle they rose up, 


* 
7 


— 


—_ 


and stood every man at his tent-door 
looking after him, till he was gone in: 


- 


And when they saw the cloudy pil- 


| lar, which they knew was a token of 


God's presence, they all worshipped. 
Here the Lord Alen with Moses, 
and permitted Moses to talk 2 with 
him very familiarly; which 

: Moses improved to the peo le's ad- 
vantage; Ian ne impor- 
tunity to reconcile God to them. 


. 


| © After which, the Lord having, at 


| Moses's request, and to eneourageand 
comfort him, shewn him so much of 


his glory as he was capable of seeing, 


being overcome with this good mans 
excess of , he bade him pre- 
Tables of Stone, like 
7 1 © Hh: 
bes to be under the favour/and. proteion of God, and. 
| therefore by Moses desiring to be blotted out of the book, 
means no more, than that he might die and not be named 
as the leader of the people. b 
p. Talks Moses talking familiarly with God is ac- 
commodated to man's capacity, which is expressed, Exod... 
xxxiii. 11. to be face to face, as a. man speaketh to his 


, * 


LE | l . | 
* Tables of Stone, It is agreed among the learned in 


VOUr 


Void he, vill write in tho, tables the 


i _ the people, the Lord favourably re- 
_ ceived 


4 6 


- "OR which Be had 4 ond 
came up himself alone with them in | 


the morning to Mount Sinai, and I, 
| words that were in the rst. | 

gent accordingly rose up catly.i in 
the _ and repaired to mount 
ky with the two tables, where | 
rating himself before the divine Ma- 
jesty, who appeared in the cloud on 
me: top of the Mount, most humbly 


6 


beseec 


8 on the veil, but when 
10 1 


1 wa che rulers and all. the 3 


to him, he gave them in command all 
that the Lord had charged him With 
in the mount; and from that time so 
long as the lustre lasted upon his face, 
when he talked with the on.” he 
went in 
eak to the Lord he put it off. , 
0 3 now informed the people, 


chat it was the Lord's will to have a 
tabernacle built ; and that he had 


commanded him to speak to them to 


hing him to pardon the sins of 


his intereession, and promised 
to make a 1 with (9] his peo- 
upon condition they would keep 
| 5 Commendeancats.. ; that they would 
not worship the Gods of the Canaan- 
2464 that they would make no al- 
liances with the: people: of that — 
try :; that they wanld have no st 
God ihat they would keep the Sab. 
the Passover, and other Sali 
Vals ondained by the lx. 
- [Mages having continued in the 
monnt forty ds 2 1 | 
communion. with out — | 
and deink. — th to the people 
with-the two. tables of the law; but 
he-knew: got het with: God's talking 
with him his face had eontracted a (7) 
sender. Wherefere Aaron and the 
Ismaelites being frighted at the lustre 
aß his eguntenante, durst not ap- 


progchting; Which. Moses perceiving, 


{put a veil upon his face, and then 


„K—— 


era, be Mines frg taught the ve ef knen to the, | 
AS that the ' Phoenpicians learned: them from the 


Jews," and? the Grecians fromthe Pheenicians. The, mat- 
Lier upon w ich men wrote in ruder times was different : 
on of trees; some on tiles; Some on tables; 


to eause pre 
restrain th 


FAA ek 


bring in their offerings, which were 
to consist of materials with which it 
| Was to be made. The directions now. 


given were the same with those when 
Moses went first up to the mount; 
but, by reason of the people's trans- 


gression in idolizing the calf, they 


| were not then delivered to them. This 


offering was not to be exacted, but the 
people were to give it voluntarily; ; 
to Which God so inclined them, that 


they soon brought in more than was 
requisite, so that Moses was obliged 
dela mation to be made 10 


Preparatzons being eee 


Was eee ee of) 51 
tuo ingenious, men, and well skilled 
in architecture and all manner of, 
Woerkmanship, wha employed all the. 
1 wan an: Omen, AA * * i 


A 


* 


5 e his: for tis ee "off God's: 
ke | ut conditional, andi i in Proportion to their obe. 
2 5 


f lendor. Ahe editors of the vulgate Latin 44H 


: 1 py 
4 His People. God here calls the children of 18. 


ie * e N q 


ren 
14 
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the Hebrew word that signifies = pj 'Cby- 
nuta, as if Moses's face had appeared horns on it. 
But the Sęptu int tender it 2 better, . Held, to- 
{eh te, lle, 2 Cor. e _— 


much 


F 


or THE. HOLY. BS. 


much Jarger t than the other tents. It 


eee eee one 
conered, and properly called the ta. 
bernsele and the other open, 297 
the court... The covere PATE Was 


n divided to two other paris; t 
one g oe Holy of Holies, he 
| curtains ich were e of em- 


5 ered. linen of several , colours. 


There were c 1 eight 
Om os 5 h 


#344 £4.54 


fog of goats alr, the 0 1 
9 1 6 PA These ell. en PUR 


ings. were laid on a square frame of 


1 resting on bases. There were 
eight large planks, each. a. 99 
half wide, and 15 cubits hig 

4970 of them on each side, and six 


at one end to the westward, and one 


on each corner: each plank w Was borne 


on two silyer bases; they were let 
into one another, and held by bars 
running the length of the planks. 
The east end. Was open, and only 


1 with a curtain. The Ho- 
ly oh Holies was parted from the re 
5 b the tabernacle by a curtain en 
t. to four pillars, Standing ten cu- 
bits from the end. The ang. length 
"of the tabernacle was thirty-two. cu- 
bits high, the upper curtain hung on 
the N and south- sides eight cu- 


bits, and on the east and west four | 


N 
The court was a gpot f gro: nd an 
hundred cubits long, 79657 fifty in 
breadth, inclosed by twenty talen 
each of them twenty,cubits high, and 
ten in n overed with hh 


e pad {yo agg. 191855 | 


— 


Iyer, 


— 


and standin on copper bases five cu- 


| bits distant from each other, between 


ich there were curtains drawn” and 


fastened with hooks. © At the east- 


end Was an entrance twenty cubits 
wide covered with a curtain bal 


loose. 75 
The ark was in che sanctuary; 


rae a square chest made of ba | 


wood, two cubits and a half long, 


and one cabit and a half wide and 
deep. It was covered with gold plates 


and had A gold cornice which bore 


the lid. On the sides Ne it were 
1 15 to put poles through to 1 | 


The covering was all of gold, an 


called the >ropikrory or mercy-geat. 
There were two cherubims on it, 


which covered it with their wings: 8 


the tables of the law were in the 
ark, which was therefore called tlle 
ark of the testimony, or of the £0- 
venant. 


The table was made of cedar co- 


vered with old, two cubits long, 


one in breadth, a one and a ha f | 


in height. About the edge of it was 


an ornament ; it stood on four feet, 


and had wooden bars plated with 
gold to carry it on. They laid on It 
the offering or sbew-bread, (which 
Was changed every day,) SIX loaves 


at each end, with 1 Incense over them. 


It was not "lawful for any but the 


priests to eat of that bread. 


The candlestick was of pure gold, 
had seven branches, three on each 
side, and one in the middle: each 


branch had three knobs like apples, 
and three sockets in the shape of 
half almond-shells; that in the 
middle had four; on each branch 
Was a gold lamp, and there were 

"ET gold 


 burnt-offerin s, five cubits long and 
wide, and three in height, with a 


was hollow, covered both within and 
without with brass plate, and open 
both at top and bottom. In the 
midst of it was a copper - gate, stand- 
ing on four feet, a cubit and a half 
high, and fastened with hooks and 
rings. On it were burned the wood 


for washing the hands of those that 
JJ 8 
The vestments of the high- priest 
were the breast-plate, the ep 
robe, the close- coat, the mitre, and 
the girdle. The ephod, the robe, 
and the close coat were of linen, and 
covered the whole body from the 
neck to the heels. Over all was a 
purple tuniek, a vestment larger and 
' finer wrought, which reached not so 
lo, but at the bottom of it hung 
megranates and bells. The ephod 
FConzisted of two bands made of gold 
thread, and of several colours, made 
fast to a sort of collar, which hung 


gold snuffers and nippers to dress 


necessaries for that service, as ket- 
tles, ladles, tongs, hooks and the rest. 
Ihe altar of the incense was but 
one cubit in length and breadth, 
and two cubits high. It was plated 
with gold, and had a crown of gold 


* 


122 


them. : : a 0 | : nt EE 2 
There were two altars, one for the 


sort of seraphim at each corner, It 


— io — 1 


and the offerings. There were all 


over it. The altar was in the sanc- 


tuary with the ark; that of the burnt- 
offering was in the tabernacle on the 
north- side, on the table opposite to it 
on the south-side, in the court was 
a great copper bason on a pillar, with 


several cocks for water to run out, 


d, the 


po. 
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and the glory of tie Lord filled it; so 


down before and behind on both 


shoulders, and meeting, served for a 


girdle to the tunick or vestment. 
On the shoulders were two large pre- 
cious stones, which joined the fore 
and the hind parts of the ephod, 
on which were carved the names of 
the twelve tribes of Israel, six on 
each of them. The breast-plate be- 


ing of the same workmanship, but 
double, was made fast with gold 
chains to the ephod. It was a square 
ornament, very thick, and 72808 


the breast. The girdle was the epho 


itself crossed, or some other band of 
the same matter. | 
fine flax; it covered the head; and 
on the fore-head, was a gold plate, 


The mitre was of 


on which were carved these words. 
THE HolLIiNESS OF THE LORD. 


These were the solemn ornaments 


belonging to the High Priest: the 
others were only a simple tunick or 
vestment, a linen mitre, and a girdle. 
They had all breeches of linen and 
cotton, covering the legs and thighs, 


and reaching up to the waist. 


The orders being punctually obey- 


ed, the vestments and other appara- 

tus, were submitted to the inspection 
of Moses, who having viewed them, 
and found that all was done as the 
Lord had commanded, praised God 
for the people's diligence, and prayed 


for them. And now all things being 


ready, on the first day of the first 
month, in the second year after their 


departure from Egypt, the taberna- 


cle was by God's immediate com- 
mand set up, and all its furniture dis- 
posed in the proper places. 


This done, the cloud covered it, 


that 
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that for a while Moses himself was Jon the head of the creature, and then 


not able to enter 1t. 


This cloud was the signal to the 
people of Israel, by which they knew 


When to march, and when to rest. 


For when the cloud was taken up 
from over the tabernacle, the child- 


ren of Israel journied: but if the 
cloud was not taken up, they jour- 


nied not until it was. 


HAF. VI. 


1 j 
[ : 


INSTITUTION OF THE SACRIFICE, AND 


VARIOUS OTHER CEREMONIES. AP. 
- POINTMENT OF AARON AND HIS SONS 


TO THE PRIESTLY OFFICE. FIRST 


BURNT OFFERING. TERRIBLE JUDG- 
MENT INFLICTED ON NADAB AND 


ABIHU. SHELOMETH'S SONS STONED 


FOR BLASPHEMY. THE ISRAELITES 
ARE MUSTERED AND ENCAMPED. THE 
MANNER OF THEIR DISLODGMENT. 


 QUAILS SENT FOR FOOD TO THE 18. 


" RAELITES. 


THE Tabernacle being set up, . 


1 and all things prepared, God 
proceeded to give directions to Mo. 
ses, and by him to the people, in what 
manner his public worship, under 
that dispensation, should be perform- 
ed, which was by sacrifice; and this 


was an offering made to God, to ac- 
over his 


knowledge his sovereignty 
creatures, and to expiate sin. 
Only five sorts of creatures were 


appointed to be offered in sacrifice, 


which were ox en, lambs, goats, tur- 


tles, and young doves, all which were 

to be males and without blemish. 

He who presented an offering did 
it at the altar, and laid his two hands 


1. The burnt- offering, eve 
of which was consumed by fire on 
the altar, after washing the feet and 


at the foot of the altar. 
was flead, cut in pieces, and laid on 
the altar, where either the whole or 


lambs. The b 
Shoulder belonged to the Priests, who 
were obliged to eat them in the holy 
place ; the rest belonged to him who 
offered the sacrifice. "£89 
5 e Sacrifice of sin, committed 
eit 


sin of the High- priest, or for the peo- 


128 


the throat of it was cut within the 


first tabernacle. _ The blood was re- 


ceived in a bason, and with it the 


Priest sprinkled the vessels and cor- 


8 


ners of the altar; the rest was 
The vi 


tim 


some part of it was burnt, according 
to the several sorts of sacrifices. 
Libations likewise were added to 


the sacrifices. All the wine, or flour, 
which were offered with the victim, 

were called effusion, or pouring out. 
There was a separate offering of 
fine flour and oil, baked on an iron, 
or in a pan. These were sprinkledwith 


oil and frankincense added to them. 
The sacrifices were of four sorts: 


entrails. 


2, The peace- offering, of which ; 


only the inward fat or tallow was 


burnt on the altar, made up with the 


liver and kidneys, and the tails of the 
reast and the right 


er wilfully or ignorantly ; and in 
this the priest took some of the blood 


of the victim, dipped his finger in it, 


and sprinkled seven times towards the 


veil of the Sanctuary. The same parts 


of the victim were burnt on the altar 


in this as in the former sacrifice ; the 


rest, if the sacrifice was offered for the 


ple 


part 


* 
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tion, and that was the day on which 
the priests went into the Fan. | 
They offered two goats, one of which 
was a solemn sacrifice Ore... 
The High- Priest took the blood of 
this, and o the lamb killed in the 
sanctuary and sprinkled them; the 
other goat was carried not only out 
of the tabernacle, but without the 
camp also, and was therefore called 


e, was carried without the camp to 
burnt there, withtheskin, the head, 
; the feet, and the bowels. If it Was 
for a private person, the victim was 
vo divided, as was said above, between 
the priest and the offerer, | 
4. The sacrifice of Oblation was 
* fine flour or incense, or cakes 
Of fine flour and oil baked, or the first 
fruits of new corn. Wich the things 
offered there were always oil, salt, Azazel, or the scape-goat. 
vine and frankincense. All theifran- || On the fifteenth of the same month 
kincense was cast into the fire; but |] began the Feast of Tabernacles, and 
of the other things offered, the priest anal eight days, being kept as a 
took one part, which he also burnt, memorial that the children of Israel 
aand the rest belonged to him. had lived in tents. During this feast 
Ihe next principal object of the || they lived in huts covered with boughs 
ish worship Was their festivals. of trees, and spent those days in mirth, 
"The first of Which was their sabbath, holding e in their hands, with ; 
which they kept very strictly, en. which they went round the altar. 
j 


eating it-wholly to rest, not doing the Every seventh year was dedicated 
east servile work on that day. to rest; for in them they neither 
It began, like all other festivals on sowed nor reaped; but the fiftieth 
one evening, and ended the next. The year called Jubilee, was most solemn; 
Bassover was likewise a very solemn i for then all estates alienated returned | 
Festival. It began the evening: of the ¶ to those who had sold them, and Slaves 
fourteenth day: of the March moon. || recovered their liberty. . | 
They eat none but unleavened bread *| The Israelites, in cheir eating, dis- 
for seven days, and the seventh day tinguished between the clean and un- 


Vas another great festival. The first clean creatures; it was lawful for them 


day after the passover they offered to eat of the first, but not of the last, 
newears of corn, and from that daß] There were two qualifications re- 
they reckoned seven full weeks, or quired for the reckoning of a beast 
fifty days, and chat fiſtieth day was clean; which were, that it should 
another solemn festival, e the have a cloven hoof, and that it should 
Harvest Festival; and they offered '| chew the cud so that it was unlaw- 
in thanksgiving two loaves of mew ful for them to eat swine's flesh, be- 
Wheat as the first fruits of the harvest. cause they do not chew the cud; or 
The first day of the seventh month | rabbits and hares, because they have 
which vas the first of the Civil Year, not cloven feet, like the ox, the stag, 
ublished by sound of trumpet, Was | and sheep, but toes joined by skins. 
also a festival. The tenth of the same | Among ches, they were allowed to 
month was kept the Feast of Expia- eat such as bad fins and scales. All 


birds 


of 1 T 
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dDirds of prey were forbidden them; 
and it was unlawful for them to eat 
blood, orthe flesh of beasts strangled. 
Of uncleanness there were many 
sorts among the Israelites; not only 


they who eat of unclean beasts were 
reckoned unclean, but also those who 
touched their carcases. Leprosy was 


- reckoned the greatest uncleanness; 
uality of which 


of the nature and 
the priest was to judge, and to sepa- 
rate the lepers from the rest of the 
people as he thought fit. 


There was alse a leprosy which 


clung to cloths and walls, and the 


garments; after which the moveables 
and the houses became unclean. The 
women were unclean after lying in, 
for forty days if they had a son, and 
sixty days, if it were a daughter. Of 


these uncleannesses, some Sorts were 


cleansed by Washing their garments 
and bodies; and others as the last, 


by offering sacrifice to cleanse them. 


The laws relatingto matrimonywere 
these. The Israelites were forbidden 
to marry strange women. One man 


might have several wives; but the 
persons among them, with whom it 


was not allowed to contract matri- allo! N 


= 


mony, were the: father, the mother, 
the mother-in-law, the sister by the 


father or mother s side, the sons or 
r's daughter, the father s wife's 
daughter, the father or mother's sister, 


daughter's dau 


the uncle, the daughter-in- law, the 


brother's wife,” the wife 's sister and 


daughter, or g 
J 
owever, it was not only lawful, 


Sur 


* 


A F * 
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ran Or grand- 7 
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t a command, that the brother 
should marry the brother's widow, if 
he died without issue. Adultery and 


other sins of impurity. were severally 


forbidden by the law. In short, there 


was à ceremony to try whether wo- 


besides the moral precepts contained 
in the Decal 


ment of their common · wealth, which 
' were agreeable to reason and equity. 


were punished in a most extraordi- 
nary manner. . 


| their offspring to be the priestly race. 


When they were sanktified, Moses 


robed them, anointed their heads with 


day of expiation, clad in his priestly 
garments, to burn incense there he- 


of the offering seven times with his 


finger. To the priests were joined 


albthe tribe of Levi, to serve in the 


It is worthy of observation, that the 
general laws and customs of the Is-. 

raelites tended to promote their good, 
both in a social and individual sense; 
and that the most enormous crimes 


| general, was to offer sacrifice to the 
Lord, only the high-priest's was pe- 


4 25 


men were guilty. of adultery. But 


ue, and more 3 | 
larly explained in the books of Moses, 
that holy legislator by God's direc- 
tion gave them laws for the govern- 


Alter some of these directions for 
the worship of God, Moses, by the 
express command of God, appointed 
Aaron high: priest, and his sons and 


oil, and made them offer sacrifice for 


Ps 


| fore the ark, and sprinkle the blood 


tabernacle; to both which were ap- 


pointed particular allowances for 
cheir eubsistence. Rut if any of the 


| Efe or of the tribe of Levi, 
had any bodily imperfections, they 


| 


vere excluded from the function, but 


K RE 1 
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tho far indulged 
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enjoyed the ri rig it and privileges: of 
their birth. e obligations they lay 
under were these: they were to drink 


8 5 they were not to be at 


#7 


on fathers, mothers, sons, daughters, 


brothers, and maiden sisters. But'| 


now let us return to the historical uc | priestly order an-awe of the Divine 


e 


count. 


the people. This was so acceptable 
God, that he gave a miraculous 


redtimony of his approving it by send- 
Inge fire apon the altar, 


clamations expressed their joy of 

Socks 8 en owning their offer- 
in feverence they proptrated 

Wt on the ground. a 


The fire thus miraculously kindled: 


£8 to 5 been k continizally 
R for 80 the Tord had ex- 


ﬆly (a) commanded. But Nadab 
"an e two e sons of Aa- 


$i, 243 7 E353 
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ES e e it. vi. 5. vs "This 1 
i Levit. i. v. 24. W 2 to have come from 


be rain to have consumed burnt er 
© laxted till the captivity of : Babylon, wh ob . 
; JF — ere were two boris of bee u in 


Ne 


n, or Ga fire, Which was Wis Four Wes : 


4 — — ng, und /acrifece for 
Ac). Str ang Fi -_ 5 5 Aaron had 
-mselves i in *the © use of wine, -or other 


er wee bave. r 
E LE 


hich con- 


med the offering in the sight of the 
People, who'in loud shouts and ac- 


4 
S 


2 


| 


no Wine or intoxicating liquors when | 


they were to officiate 1n the taberna- | 9 an insult Was severely pu- 
N — 


cle; they were not to marry a wo- 


man that was divorced or had been 
darted th 


n 05 LIP 


* 


x. 1. Yet some ewish D 


1 


ron; forgetful of their pennen their 
censers, and putting () common fire 
in chem, laid incense thereon, and of- 


FE. (e) strange fire before the Lord. 


a righteous and tremen- 
for a suffocating flame 
rough their insides, and sti- 


dous God, 


| fled chem, without devtroying: their 
bodies or garments, //, | 


49; Ie 


In order to excite in . 5 


jesty, and deter them from dis- 


Eight day 8. after che consecration | ; obedience to the command of heaven, 


© of Aaron 10 his sons, Aaron offered 
his first t bürnt- offering for himself and 


Moses ordered them to bring the dead 
bodies of Nadab and Abu from be- 
fore the sanctuary, and carry them 
out of the camp in the same condition 
they found them. He like wise charged 
Aaron and his sons not to mourn for 
Nadab and Abihu, in shaving their 
heads or rending their clothes; but 
that they should 


leave those marks 
of ae r to the restof the people, 


from whom they ought to distinguish 
themselves in this, as well as in other 
points, in reverence to that holy 


anointing, whereby they had been 
consecrated' to the Lord and sepa- 
rated from the rest of their brerhren. 


8 1 instruction and ang: 4 


11 , 
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8 * 
py 0 
2 
mY 


ö PENG 80 not e ly appar fo 8 wy 8 
rs affirm it; an Tl 
context, th. v. re is some reason to SuspeRt it; because 
as $00n Arik. oo carried out, God charged Aaron and 
1 on pain of death, Not to drink wine or frog | 
drank, when i the were to go o into the Tabernacle 
congregation ; Alg them,” Ir Mall b a Htatute nota 
throughout all — 1 asigns there the reasons 


f this-20 $t ibition. That ye may put a difference 
fie the po Unholy, a n Ar 


1 qr and that ye may teach tie children of Hr 


all ther arte! was hath ſpoken BURY 
Melee. * lub 3 4014515 of 5571 
| 75 5 0 ers 
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therein, who determined thus, Bring. 
forth” him that hath curſed without 
tlie camp, and let all that heard him, 
i lay their hands upon his 6 40 head, 
| and let all the e ſtone him. 


others to beware of murmuring orex 


treme sorrowing, when the hand of 
God should visit in judgment. 
The next historical matter is ano- 
ther awful proof of the danger of in- 
curring the displeasure of the Al- 
mighty, exemplified in the case of one 
whose mother's name was Shelomith, 
an Israelitish woman of the tribe of 
Dan; but his father was an Egyp- 
tian, and supposed to be a proselyte 


This young man going out of his 


tent, quarrelled with a man of Israel, 


een, the son of Shelomith 
was worsted. Being enraged at this 


disgrace, and retaining, as may be 
supposed too much of his father's 


pheming the name of the Lord. For 


this he was immediately apprehend- | 


ed, and brought before Moses, who 
committed him to custody till the 
mind of the Lord should be known 
concerning him, for, though the 
third commandment in the Decalogue 
forbids the taking of God's name in 
_ vain, yet, this blasphemous cursing 
being an offense of a higher nature, 
against which no positive law was 
yet provided, Moses had recourse to 
the Lord for counsel and direction 


— 


. 85 : EEE nn 1 
(4) Head. This way of laying hands on the heads 
of criminals may seem to arise from several causes. 
1. That they were witnesses of the fatt, and that the per- 
son condemned suffered justly ; protesting, that if he were 
innocent they desired his blood might fall on their own 
heads. 2. They put their hands on the head of the cri- 
minal in token of an expiatory sacrifice; for idolatry, 
blasphemy, and such grievous crimes, if they were not pu- 
nished, hey expe 
the witness but the whole nation, which by the death of 
a criminal, as by a victim, might be expiated. g. That 
the criminal was the just cause of his own death 


would attract 3 guilt, not only on 


5 


eee 


of 


* 
1 


he should be stoned to death. 


Moses, in obedience to the divine 


command, ordered the sentence to 
be put in execution accordingly; and 


made, That 


a law was thereupon 


vhosoever should from that time blas- 
ther he were an Israelite Or a stranger, 


a * 


During the time of the Israelites 


encampment in the wilderness of Si- 
nai, the Lord appointed Moses to 


take Aaron, and with him a princi- 


pal man of every tribe, whom the 


* 


Principles, he fell a cursing and blas- Lord pitched upon by name, and 
make a general muster of the men ht 

to bear arms. Moses therefore with 
Aaron and their assistants, having 
taken an exact account by poll, of 
all the males from twenty years old 
and upwards, that were able to go 
forth to war in Israel, found the num - 
ber to be (e) six hundred and three 
thousand, five hundred | 
besides the Levites. : . 


. 4 


God had expressly exempted the 


tribe of- Levi out of this muster, be- 


** 


— OE — 


rr 


(e) Six, &c. By this * may e ee mach. chis - 


people were increased in number in about a year's time, 


and netwithstanding they had been in a travelling con- 

dition, and nd in battle with the Amalckites, had 
lost about three thousand men upon the account of their 
Calf. For they were computed to be but about six hun- 
dred thousand men, including the neo Levi _ them, 
when they came out of Egypt nd now they Were 
3 besides the he of Levi, which, bein =_ 


633,550 men, 

bered by itself, yielded 22,000 males of a month old and 

u | a ' 4 S 5 fs 4 8 
pecu. 


8 5070 86 f the tabernacle bt 


of all the vessels belonging to it, but 
to take it down upon every remove, 
and carry both the tabernacle, and 
the vessels, and set it up when they 
Pitched again. 

Being thus migtered, Muse and 
Aaron, by the express command of 
God. ordered the i incampment of this 
great body of people in this manner: 


ons, each under one general stand- 
ard, which were 80 placed chat they | 
inclosed the tabernacle. 

The standard of the camp of Jo: 


4 


dan was first, which congisted of the 
| thites, a part of the Levites descended. 


from Kohath the second son of Levi 


L* of Judah, -Issachar and Zebu- 
the sons of Leah, pitched over- 


ds. 


* 
WA = 


l * 


E the tabernacle, on the east 
75 de of it, towards the ring of the 
1 
On the N was the standard 
- the camp of Reuben, under which 
werethe tribes of Reuben and Simeon, 
tlie sons of Leah likewise, and of Gad 
the son of Zilpah her maid, 
On the west side was the ard 
of, 2 Ip, oF bx 2th under 


COIN Int! 


Ae 3 3 lied the | 
WI gerne their father; 92 therefore _ taken 
to-be-Rachel's. children, and 50 they and Benjamin make 
_ the third standard. 
ZU Between. osephus in 4 4, g. c. 11. tells us, 
mn os in eve op He of these four quar- 
85 there were distant spaces, like streets, where they 
and sold as in à market, and tradesmen in their 
19 * manner of ' a city leading to and fro. This 
2 ght to be round, a mile distant from the taber- 
that is, 2 sabbath j 
between the ple and the: nnen 
thousand cubits. 
( Camps. Each of . camps had its 0 hg 
ner or standard, and each standard its motto or inscription. 
_ Each Standard likewixe had a distinct an written on it: 
22334 ; | 


rney, where the distance 
ey I . ; the. Lion, St, Mark, because he begins the Go- 


| 2 from that voice of the 13 roaring in the wilderness; 3 


1 18 Wall: the ach of Christ. 
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which were the. ** of 9 Eph- 


not only to take charge thereof, and raim, Manasseh, and Benjamin. 


= ls 
And on the marth side was the 


standard of the camp of Dan, under 

which were the tribes of Dan and 
Naphtali, the sons of Bilhah, Rachel's 
| maid, and of Asher the son of Zilpah. 


Wa) Between the four great () 
camps and the tabernacle were pitch- 
ed four less camps, consisting of the 


priests and Levites, near to the ta- 


they were disposed into four battali- bernacle, in and about which their | ; 


ä Service lay. 


On the east side encamped Moses . 
and Aaron, with Aaron's sons, Who 


had the charge of the sanctuaryß. 
On the south side were the Koha- 


On the west side, behind the taber- 


nacle, stood the Gershonites, another 
part of the Levites, descended from 
| Gershon, Levi's eldest son. 


And on the the north oma Z 


| SF, Merarites, the remaining -part of 
the Levites, who sprung from engen. 


Levy s youngest son. | EI 
This was the order of eee 


ing. The manner ot their er Peri TY 


3 


| 3 standard had the image of + a man, Judah's of 
2 lion, Ephraim's of an ox, and Dan's that of an eagle. 
These same four creatures are used by Ezekiel to describe 


the nature of angels. Every Cherubim is said to have 


four faces; che face of a man, to shew his understanding; 


of a lion to shew his power; of an ox, to she his mini- 


stratory office; of an eagle, to shew his Swifiness i an the 585 
execution of God's will. By the same four, in the opinion | 
of many of the fathers, are shadowed the four Evangelists : 


The Man shadoweth St, Matthew, because he begins his 
| with the generation of Christ, according to his hu- 


Ox, St. Luke, because he begins with Zacharias the 
Priest; and the Eagle, St. John, ng) . 12 15 be- 


455 


and 


or THE: HOLY BIBLE - 


| the second month, the second year 


and marching was thus: when they 
were to remove (which was when the 
cloud was takſm off the tabernacle) 
the trumpet was sounded, and upon 
the first alarm the standard of Judah 
being raised, the three tribes which 
belonged to it set forward. Then the 
tabernacle being taken down, the 


Gershonites and the Merarites attend- 


ed the waggons, with the boards and 
staves of it. When these were on 
their march, a second alarm was 


sounded; upon which the standard 


of Reuben's camp advanced with the 
After them followed the Koha- 


thites, bearing the sanctuary, which 


being more holy, and less cumber- 
some than the heavy boards and pil- 
lars of the tabernacle, was not put 
into a waggon, but carried on their 
8% ⁰¶! iy hp ie tf 36 
Next followed the standard of 
Ephraim's camp, with the three tribes 


belonging to it. And last of all, the 


other three tribes under the stan- 


dard of Dan brought up the rear. 

() Having remained a considera- 
ble time before the mount of the 
Lord, the Israelites decamped by 
God's command on the first day ol 


n 


(i) Having, &c. Designing in the text to kee 
chielly to 8 ber th sacred Writ, bo 
preserve the connection of matter of fact, with which the 
preceptive would interfere, I thought it more useful for 
the reader to continue the series of the story in the text, 
and put the intervening precepts and orders here in the 


notes. In the third and fourth chapters of Numbers, there- 


fore, we have the Lord's taking the Levites to himself in 
exchange for the first - born, with the reason for his so doing; 
likewise his giving the Levites to the Priests for the service 
of the tabernacle, distributing them into three classes or 
orders, and appointing them their several services. Aſter- 

Wards, in chap, v, follows that clear and excellent ty pe of 
 Gopel purity, and Christian church discipline, expressed 


in commanding the children of Israel to put out of the 


1 e — 


their journey, 


after their eoming out of Egypt. In 


their march the ark of the covenant 


of the Lord went before them, to 
search out a resting place for them: 
at the setting forward of which Mo- 
ses said, Riſe Lord, and let thine 


enemies be ſcattered ; and let them 


that hate thee flee before thee. And 
when the ark rested again, he added, 
return Lord unto the many thouſands 
of Israel. Having marched three 
days into the wilderness, they came 
to a place called, The Graves of Luſt, . 
from what happened to the Israelites 
there. Murmuring against the Lord, 
and complaining of the weariness of 
he was so incensed 
against them, that he sent down fire, 
and destroyed those that were in thge 
extream parts of the camp. Fright- 
ed at this judgment, they repaired to 


Moses, upon whose intercesston the 


fire was quenched, and the name of 


that place called Taberah, which 'sig- 


nifies burning. This exertion of di- 
vine power, instead of. terrifying 


them into their duty, did but increase 


their murmuring, For being come 


to ne quarters they expected change 


of diet; and because God did not pre- 


mp every leper, and every one that had a runnin 
gr Mk ae with the dead, both ET 
female; that they might not dehile their camps in the midst = 
of which the Lord dwelled. In the 2: chapter fol- 
lowed divers laws relating to restitution in cases of. trespass 
and to the trial of jealousy between men and their wives; 
to the vow of Nazarites; to which is subjoined the form of 


* - 


that divine blessing, which the Lord himself did dictate 


for the priests to pronounce upon the people. The se- 
venth 8 contains the offerings of the princes at the 


dedication: of both the tabernacle and the altar, Sc. The 


- consecration and purification of the Levites are set down in 


the eighth. A reinforcement of the passover, and the 
guiding” of the Israelites by the cloud in the ninth 


chapter. 
1. 1 


sently | 


sense of the weight so great a charge 


I a 
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sently gratify them, they in contempt | 


preferred the rank food of Egypt, oni- 
ons, leeks, and garlick, to the delici- | 
ous heavenly dainties with which God | 
had daily fed them. Moses had often 
heard their murmuring, and patiently 
borne with them; but now that they 
were grown so numerous, and the 
greatness of their numbers, demand- 
ing still more care and vigilance to 
govern and provide for them, the 


dodecasioned, gave musk uneasiness to 
Moses, who in his address to God, 
complained of the heavy burden 
which the care of so numerous and 
mut inous a people brought upon him. 
The Almighty no sooner heard the 
complaint of his faithful servant, than 
he relieved him from his cares, bid- 
ding him chuse seventy men of the 
elders of Israel, and bring them with 


him to the tabernacle of the congre- 


gation. And there, said the Lord, 7 
- will come down and talk with thee ; 
and I will endue thee with the ſame 
ſpirit with which I have inſpired thee, 
and they ſhall bear the burden of the 
er. with thee. Moses accordingly | 
brought the seventy elders of the 
children of Israel before the Lord, 
who kept his word with him; for 
being inspired, they straightway pro- 
phesied. Nay, this inspiration was 
so extensive, that two of these seventy, 
though they came not out with the 
krest to the tabernacle, but remained 
behind in the camp, were taken in 
among the rest, and received the same 
impression of the spirit, and prophe- 


I 


© (4) Quails. These birds must be supposed to come | 
from the Abraian or Red Sea; and as Para and Kibroth- © 
- Hattaavah were north and norch- east of the Red. Sea it 


— 


sied as the others did. This so sur- 
prised a certain young man, that he 
ran from the camp toe tabernacle 
to acquaint Moses that Eldad and 
Medad, for so they were named, were 
prophesying in the camp. DEW 

Joshua, -who as yet was not ac- 

ainted with the operations 'of the 
Lord by his spirit, over-hearing this 


message, and thinking it some dero- 


gation from his master, that they 
Should prophesy, and not follow him, 
advised Moses to forbid them. But 
Moses, reproving him gently for his 
rashness cry'd, Doſt thou envy them 


- upon my account? Would to God that 


all the Lord's people were inſpired, 
and that they vis win Ky 
Amidst divers complaints of Moses 
to God of his incapacity, to sustain 
the heavy weight of so great a charge 
as the direction of so numerous a 
people, he ex postulated with the Lord 
on the impossibility of their being 
supplied with flesh in that place, be- 
cause they were so numerous. The 
Lord knowing the great fatigue 


Moses had gone through in the con- 


duct of this people, bore with him, 
and only gave him this gentle rebuke: 
Is the Lord's hand ſhortened ? Thou 
ſhalt fee whether my word ſhall come 
to pajs unto thee or not, 
- Accordingly, when Moses with the 
elders were gone back to the camp, 


and had acquainted the people with 


it, a south wind arose, and drove vast 
numbers of (4 Quails from the sea- 


coast within a mile of the camp, 


where they lay about a yard thick up- 


Smut be a-southerly wind. That these Quails came from 


the Red Sea is the opinion of Josephus, Pliny, and'seve- , 
ral others, who affirm them. to on the coats there 


2 


Eexviii. v. 30, 31. 


dreadful account for their insolent 


from their lusting 
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on the ground. The people fell gree- 
dily to gathgging the quails, which 
they (still eng God's provi- 
dence, which had hitherto never fail- 
ed them) did in such great quantities, 
as if they were to have no more. 
But God soon called them to a 


demand of flesh, and doubtful mis- 
trust of his power; For, while they 
were regaling themselves with these 
dainties, God visited them with a very 


severe (1) Plague whereof many died, 


and were buried in the place, which, 
after flesh, was 


| 


char. vn. 


AARON AND HIS SISTER MIRIAM ENVI. 
OUSLY SEEK TO RAISE A SEDITION ; 
THE LATTER IS PUNISHED WITH-LE- 
- PROSY, AND HAVING BEEN MADE A 
GENERAL EXAMPLE TO THE PEOPLE 
IS HEALED. APPOINTMENT OF THE | 
SPIES, WITH THEIR PARTICULAR 
ACTS. THE PEOPLE ARE THREATEN- 
ED FOR MURMURING AT THEM. GOD 
AVERTS THE JUDGMENT, BUT PU. 
'NISHES THOSE WHO SPREAD A FALSE 
REPORT. SABBATH BREAKING PU- 


called K:broth-Hattaavah, which sig- 
nifies the | 
piscence. 


: 
CHAP. 


— 


8 seems to have been à suf. 


(1) Plague. It 
- cating distemper, li 
as they were cating, or soon after; for the words are very 

express, While the meat was in their mouth, the wrath of 

Cod fell upon them. This is further confirmed by P/alm - 


(e Ethiopian, Ziproab, Moxes's wiſe, was a | 


graves of lust or concu- | 


e the quinsey, which choaked them 


'  NISHED WITH DEATH. THE REBEL. 
LION AND PUNISHMENT OF KORAH.. 


EHE MW ee of 


3 hence they took their jour- 


ney to Hazeroth, which signi- 


| | fies palaces. And here another un- 
' | happy accident befel them: Aaron 
and his sister Miriam observing the 
great power of Moses their brother 
| | with the people, and that God chiefly 


made use of him in the delivery of 


his sacred oracles to them, began to 


ve some colour to 
their quarrel, = retended to fall 
out with him upon the account of his 
marrying a foreigner, calling her a) 


envy him: to 


17 Ethiopian, and emulating Moses's 
great gifts and authority, they added, 
| What, hath the Tord 


oken only by 
Moses? Hath — alſo — 


Miidianite ; and because Midian bordered on Ethiopia, 
she was so called, and it is sometimes in holy scripture 
comprehended under this name. But hete Zi porah is 
called deren we in ridicule and spight; which th 
ought not to have done, for she having submitted to the 
law, ought to have been reckoned an Israelite, as Ruth 


and ab were. 


” 
- 
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Moses saw their discontent ; and 
though he was naturally of a meek 
disposition, and could pardon an in- 

Jury offered to himself, his righteous 


soul was grieved and incensed, when 
mortals dared to insult the Majesty of | 
| | commanded Moses to turn her out of 
the camp, as a common leper, for 
seven days, and then to 
12 
Miriambein 


Heaven; but looking on this as per- 


sonal pique, he would not take notice 


However, God, who was more im- 
mediately concerned in this, resolved 
to vindicate himself and his faithful 
servant; for on a sudden calling for 


of the tabernacle he sharply repre- 
hended them for their insolence, ask- 
ing them, how they durstspeak against 
his servant Moses? { 
said he, the great 2 
_ 2ndeed, and to you I have declared my 
all in dreams and vifions 5 but with 
Moses I have converſed more famili- 
_ arty, and I will ſpeak face to face 
| een _ e much o 
m glory as he 2c capable off ſeeing. 
eee eee them. Moses 
had the comfort of seeing himself 
Justiſiec: but Aaron, to his great 


Confusion, saw his sister Miriam made 


a dreadful example of God's anger; 
for on a sudden she became a loathful 
deformed leper; and welk knowing he 
deserved to share in this curse for 
his eful murmuring, presently 
ddressed himself to Moses, acknow- 
ledged their sin, begged pardon, and 
intercedes for his sister, that s 
might be restored to her health; + 
© Good Moses, who was never want- 
ing in charity even to his enemies, 
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melted into pity, and complied with 
his request. But yet, to terrify others 


from moving sedition | | 

cause the offence was publick, God 
resolved to make an example of Mi- 
riam in her cure, and therefore he 


e 


You Mare, | 
hetick office | commanded Moses to send twelve 
men, one of each tribe, to take a 
view of the country. 
| them to go up to the hills to observe 


Win, and be- = 


receive her 
8 | V 
greturned to the camp, 
the Israelites removed to the desart 


8 of Paran; from whence after several 
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, at the door | incampments, they came to Kadesh- 


Barnea, on the frontiers of Canaan. 


Here Moses let them know that 


they were come near the promised 


land; and for their satisfaction, God 


He charged 


| whether the country was strong or 
weak; whether there were many in- 
habitants; how their towns were si- 
tuated, and whether fortified ; whe- 
ther the soil was fertile or barren; 
whether it was planted with trees or 
not; what fruit they bore, and to 


that was, in July. 


bring some of it; for then was the 
time When the first grapes were ripe, 


With these instructions the twelve 


spies set forward; and having taken 


a view of the country from north to 
south, in their return, they passed 


through a fertile valley which abound- 
ed in vines, where they cut down a 
branch with but one cluster of grapes 


on it, but that of so vast a weight and 
bigness, that they were forced 


— 1 5 p 
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Von. Miriam is called a prophetess. 1 e ee IL an 
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to carry it upon a staff between | in Egypt again; and choosing rather 

two, aL li to die in the wilderness, than to fall : 

Nor was tis the only product of | by the sword, and have their wives 

this happy söil; the golden fig, and | and children enslaved. In short, they 

beautiful pomegranate, adorned the proposed to choose themselves a chief 

trees, and variety of fruits loaded | and return to Egypft. 

the luxuriant branches. Of each of] This so deeply affected Moses, that 

these they took a sample; and upon | notwithstanding they were so obsti- 

their leaving the place, from the great nately bent upon their on ruin, be 

plenty of grapes, they called it the and Aaron, in the presence of the 

valley of Eſchol, which signifies a assembly, fell on their faces to de- 

cluster of grape... proven the 'vengeance which they 

— Having spent forty days in viewing | feared God would let fly at these re- 

and observing the country, they re- | bellious' mutineers. Whilst Caleb 

turned to the camp of Israel and Ka- | and Joshua through excess of sor- 

desh; and having shewed the fruits of | row for the people's blasphemy, 

the land to Moses and Aaron, and the | rending their cloaths, boldly stood 

whole congregation, they related the | up; and endeavoured to persuade 

observations they had made in their | them that they might, by God's 

journey, and said, Me have been in | help, overcome the inhabitants of 

the country to which you have ſent us. | that country; they said, The land 

It is a fertile and plentiful land; | that we Paſſed through is indeed 9 

but the inhabitants f it are power- | a rich and fertile land, abound- 

Ful. There are great cities with | img with all things neceſſary for: 

ſtrong walls. We have ſeen there, men hs we pleaſe the Lord, he will 
/ the race of Anak, warlike men, | bring us into this land, and give 
and a fun auen The 4 th xk x ; | 

Amalekites inhabit the ſouth part Do not therefore, by rebelling a- 1 

of the land the Hittites, Jebusites, | gainſt him, forfeth his promiſe and | 1 

and Amorites, on the mountains; protection. Nor be afraid of the | | 

and the Canaannes, on the fea-coafts, | people of the land, whom we ſhall as 

and the river Jordan. © | furely conquer as we eat our food, 

Such a relation could not but ter- | and' as eafily; for their God hath 

rify a people possessed with suspict- | withdrawn his care of them, and 

ons and discontent; and they soon dis- if the Lord continue it to you, ye have 
covered their fear. But Caleb, one of | nothing to fear. e e | 
those that were sent to discover the] This speech made 30 little impres- i 

country, to pacify them, said, Let us | sion upon them, that in a tumultous 

make ourſelves maſters of the country, | manner, they called out to stone 
for we are ſtrong enough to conquer | them; and which they had probably 

thoſe people. Ii done, had not God miraculously in- 
But the mutineers declared against | terposed, by sending his Glory, which 
engaging in a war, wishing they were ' visibly appeared at that instant in the 
1:17 12 M m n 
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While the people were thus con- 
temning the power of the Most High, 
Moses and Aaron at humble distance 
prostrated themselves before the 
Lord, and God being highly incensed 
with this insolence of the Israelites, 
told Moses he would send the plague 


that should extirpate this people, 


and would make him a prince of a 
more numerous and powerful nation. 
But good Moses, as he had before 
done, preferred the interest of an 
unworthy- people, and the honour of 
God, to all selfish views, represent - 
ing to the Lord, that if he destroyed 
the Israelites, the Egyptians, and 
other nations thereabout, who; saw 
he had taken them into his protecti- 
on, would not fail to say he was not 


able to carry them into the land he 
had promised them. Then implor- 
ing God's merey, and with repeated 


and importunate intreaties begging 
pardon for the people, God at length 
suffered himself to be prevailed on, 
and to satisfy Moses, he pronounced 
them pardoned; but it was with this 
restriction; for reproaching them 
with their ingratitude, who had so 
often and wonderfully tasted of his 
bounty in providing against their 
wants, screening them from their 
enemies, and preserving them in all 
dangers; since they had so often pro- 
voked him with their disobedience, he 
declared that not one of those who 
had murmured should enter inte the 


promised land, except Caleb and Jo- 
shua; and they should wander about | 


there with their children for the space 


of forty years. And though God at 
1 0 


tabernacle of the congregation before 


murers, yet the ten: . 
immediate authors of the rebellion, 


2 


the pressing intreaty of Moses did 


reverse the sentence of sudden death 
upon the whole congregation of mur- 
se spies, the 


who brought an evil report upon the 
good land, were punished with death, 
by the plague. 0 505 


But Caleb and Joshua, who had 


done their duty, in giving a faithful 
aceount of their observations, were 
not only preserved, but commended 
of God, who gave them his promise 


that they should live to enter, and 
take possession of the good land. 


On the ſirst report of these things, 


the children of Israel are said to have 
mourned greatly. But by their ac- 
tions it doth not appear they were 
any better disposed; for changing 
their minds on a sudden, from a cow- 


ardly fearfulness, to a presumptious 


* 
5 


< 


| nites had gained the 
mountains $i 
These admonitions had no weight 


with those obstinate people. They 


rashness, the next morning they de- 
clared; We are ready to go to the place 


wereoſ the Lord hathi ſpoken to us. 


But this was undertaken in their 


rebellious, obstinate temper, and was 
adding sin to sin. Nor was Moses 
ignorant of it; for he endeavoured to 
restrain them, and expostulated with 
them on the danger, telling them their 


enterprize was against the express 


command of God, that it would not 
prosper, and forbid them going upon 


pain of being defeated and slain, as- 
suring them, that God had left them, 
and that the Amalekites and Canaa- 
Passes in the 5 
efore them. 


presumptuously supposed the bold- 
ness of the attempt would wipe off 
1 1 8 i 


"a 


* 


— J 
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their former cowardice, and reinstate 
them in God's favour; and though 


the ark of the Lord, which was to go 


before the host, went not with them, 
nor Moses their general at the head 
of them, yet they resolutely-marched 
to the top of the hil ls, where the ene- 
my surprised, defeated, and slew 
many of them, and pursued the rest 
as far as Horma. 11 735 


Alter this, though it was but eleven 


days journey from Horeb to Kadesh- 


Barnea; yet through their disobedi- 


ence, they spent near two years in 
going that eleven days journey. And 


which is still more strange, turning 


back from Kadish-Barnea; and be- 
ing near the confines of the promised 
land, they were eight and thirty years 
more wandering in the wilderness 
before they could come to the bor- 
ders of the promised land again. 
Moses having led them back into 
the desert, toward the Red- Sea, they 
continued thereabout, making in the 
aforesaid time, eighteen several re- 
moves or dislodgments, and at last 
they returned to Kadish-Barnea, near 
the place from whence they came. 
Many circumstances worthy of no- 
tice happened to the Israelites during 
their continuance in the wilderness. 
The first of which ts of a man, who 
by a post- fact law, was adjudged to. 
be stoned to death for violating the 
Sabbath, by gathering sticks on that 


63 


(E) Fell, &c. This is a phrase often used to express 
divine adoration and application to God for help; and 
good reason there is to believe that at this time Moses, 
who was well acquainted with the gracious and ready as- 
s15tance of God in time of need, might apply himself to 
the Lord for proteftion against this muitinous crew, as 
apprehending some violence from them, who in this 


F 


— 


- 


Cd EY 


| 


| would decide the controversy, and 


day, the celebration of which God 
hath strictly enjoined, though there 
was no penalty annex ed to the breach 


of it, those who brought the offender 


before Moses, he knew would deter- 
mine justly; and committed the man 


to safe custody, Moses enquired of 


God what he should do in this case? 


who immediately, from his heavenlʒe 


oracle, returned this answer, That 


the criminal ſhould be conveyed withs 


out the camp. and there beftoned: to 
death. Which was executed ace 


cordingly. e 3 e 


The Israelites now increased in 
wickedness and .impiety, and vexed 


the souls of the few pious among 


them, the haughty Korah, great 
grandson to Levi, separated from 


Moses and Aaron, and having sedu- 


ced Dathan and Abiram, sons of 


Eliah, of Reuben's family, and drawn 
in two hundred and fifty Levites to 
his party, that were men of fame and 
interest among the people, he made 
most grievous complaint against Mo-. 
ses and Aaron, charging them with 
pride, in usurping upon the liberties 
of the people, who they said, were as 


holy as themselves 
Moses on hearing this, (4) fell on 


* 


his face; and soon after rising from 


that humble posture, he, with great 


courage and assurance, let them 
know, that the next day the Lord 


5 FE) 


F : L- #4 
1 "WY 4a LEE 


W e manner attacked kim. And it is very 8 
able to think that, whilst he lay in this humble posture; 
God appeared to him, and both comforted and advised 


him; for presently after he spoke to tlie rebels with 


great assurance, and to vindicate himself, put the mat- 
— — bi." tried” th next 
would 
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would make it appear, who were his 
Servants, and who was holy, and 
would admit whom he had chosen to 


1 


come near him, 


- Then, with his usual calmness and 
serenity of mind, he argued the mat- 


ter with them, mildly rebuked their 


insolence, and told them that they 


took too much upon themselves. 


But in a more particular manner he 


addressed himself to Korah, and the 


Levitesthat joined him, and said, Hear 


me ye ſons of Levi; is it à matter o 
Jo light concern, that the God of Is- 
rael fath diſtinguiſied you from the 

reſt of Israel, to admit you to the 
more immediate ſervice of the taber- 
nacle, and to ſtand before the congre- 


gation, and miniſter to them 2 Is not 


tis an honour ſufficient to ſatisfy 


Jour ambitious ſpirit, but that ye 
muſt aim at the prueſthood too? 
Ii ic the cauſe of your clamours ; 


and for this ye have moved the peo- 


ple to edition.” But be aſſured, what- 
ever ye may pretend againſt Aaron, 


this inſult is againſt the Lord, as it 


5 aganſt his diſpenſations, that ye 
murmur and conſpbire. 

Dathan and Abiram stood at a dis- 
| tance, while Moses talked with the 


rest, and therefore he sent for them 


to come to him; but they surlily re- 


turned for an answer, that they would | 


not come. And to retort his own 
expressions upon himself, they ad- 


Kill us in the dejert ? 
- © Thouaffefeſt domi nion, and wouldſt 


make thyſel/ prince of ug:alſo. Not- | 
ar into this insolence by the wicked arts 


withſtanding thy fair promiſes, thou 


— 


haſt not brought us into a land that 
flowed with milk and honey, nor groen 
us inheritance of fields and vine- 
yards ; but when we were ready to 
take poſſeſſion of the promiſed land, 


thou haſt turned us back into this 


barren deſert, to _ the fatigues 


and hardſhips, we had before under- 
gone. We will not come. | 

These unjust reproaches highly 
provoked Moses, who instead of re- 
turning any ill language to them, 
addressing himself to God, said, Re/- 
belt not thou their offering, for 
though they reflect thus unjuſtly upon 
me, I have not taken Jo much as an 
4s from them, neither have I hurt 
one of them, Then summoning Ko- 


rah and all the company to meet him 
and Aaron before the Lord next day, 
he ordered them to bring their cen- 
| sers ready prepared with incense in 
them, and to appear all before the 
Lord. ) Tre 
| Accordingly, on the morrow, they 
came with great confidence: and hav- 


ing set fire to the incense in their 
censers, they boldly planted them- 
selves in the door of the tabernacle 


with Moses and Aaron; and to bid 


the greater dehance to these holy 


men, they had persuaded all the con- 
gregation to side with them. 

This impious and presumptious 
behaviour so provoked the Almighty, 
that he resolved to take the matter 
ded, Is it a matter of jo ſmall mo- 
ment, that thou haſt brought us out 

a land that flowed with plenty, to 


into his own hand ; and darting forth 
his glory upon the tabernacle, he 
commanded Moses and Aaron to 
withdraw, that he might consume 
the rebels. But the two good men, 
knowing that the people were drawn 


of 


of Korah, and his party, prostrated | 
themselves before the Lord, and by 
their prayers interceded for the peo- 
ple; O God, thou God of the ſpirit of | 
all fleſh, said they, ſhall one man n- 
and wilt thou be angry with all? 


Their prayers were heard as soon as 
delivered, and God bid them com- 
mand the people to withdraw, who 
frightened with the amazing splendor 
that broke from the cloud, readily 
took the warning, and drew off from 
the tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abi- 
ram, who came boldly out, aud stood 
daring at the doors of their tents, 
with their wives and families. Then 
Moses addressing himself to the peo- 


ple, said, By this you ſhall know that 
the Lord has commiſſioned me to do 


what I have done, and that I have 


undertaken nothing of my own head. 
1f theſe men die the common way. of 


nature, or be viſited as other men, 
| then take 1t for granted, the Lord 
hath not ſent me ; but if he deal with 
them after a ſtrange and unuſual 


manner, and the earth, opening her 


mouth, ſwallow them up alive, then 


ſhall ye underſtand that theſe men 
have provoked the Lord. . 
Moses had no sooner spoken these 
words, but terrible convulsions heav- 


. 


ed the labouring earth, the surface of 


which cleaving asunder, Korah and 
his faction, with their goods and (% 


/ Families. 
Numb. xxvi. 11 Fro „„ 
(mn) Cenſers. The two hundred and fifty princes had 
not offered any incense, being prevented by death: how- 
ever, it may be presumed that they had lighted: their in- 
cense at the holy fire, by which they obtained (at least in 
the opinion of the people) a sort of consecration. The 
Lord therefore, to keep up among them the reputation 


and esteem of things devoted, would not have them put 
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family, ſhould pref 
cenſe before the Lord, leſt he died the 


death of Rorah and his company. 


Except some of Korah's sons. See f 


137 


families, were swallowed up alive, 
and the ground closing upon them 
they e FE Or ro a: Þ 

The rest of the people that stood 
round them, and saw their dismal 


fate, being A e with the loud 


cries and shrieks of the departing 
mutineers, fled away for fear the 
earth should have swallowed them 


In the mean time God, to com- 
pleat his vengeance on the rest of 
the leaders in this rebellion, who had 
profanely attempted to offer incense 
contrary to the law, sent down fire 


from Heaven, and destroyed the two 


hundred and fifty men that had join - 
ed with Korah. The (m) censers, on 
which they intended to offer, re- 
mained amidst the congregation, 
which God had ordered to be pre- 
served, but not for the same use as 
formerly, nor in the same form; 
therefore he commanded Moses to 
direct Eleazer, Aaron's son, to beat 


them out into small plates, and fix 


them on the altar of the burnt-offer- 
ings; assigning this reason for it, 
That it might be for a memorial to 


the children of Tfrael, that no ſtrang- 


er or any that was not of Aaron's. 
eſume to offer in- 


This judgment, severe as it was, 


to profane uses: and to make a difference between his own 
institutions and men's contrivances (especially those wicked 
men) he ordered all those brazen censers to be wrought 


into broad plates, and to cover the altar with them; to 
the intent that these brazen plates being polished bright 
might by their lustre put the people in b the offence 
of those that were once the owners of them; and by see- 


ing them often (as they must do every time they looked 
upon the altar) they might be warned of the same crime. 


had 


he would consume them in a mo- 


_ vengeance was before them; for the 
Lord, provoked by their repeated 


and standing between the dead and 
the living, he prayed for the people, 


time that the plague raged amongst 
them, there died fourteen thousand, 


- 


had no other effect on the Israelites 
than the former, for the next day 
they took occasion to mutiny afresh, 
murmuring against Moses and Aaron, 
and charging them with the murder 
of so many persons. They well 
knowing the unruly nature of this 
obstinate people, and fearing to what 
degree of madness and violence they 
might have proceeded, took (n) sang- 
tuary in the tabernacle; where as soon 


as they entered, the cloud covered it, 


and the glory of the Lord appeared, 
which was a sure token that the Lord 
had something to say to them. | 
- Immediately God called to Moses 
and Aaron, and bid them be gone 
from the rest of the congregation; for 


ment. They thereupon fell down, 
as they used to do on such occasions, 


to intercede for the people; but, as 


early as they were in supplicating, 


rebellions, had already sent a (o) 
plague among them. Which Moses 
perceiving, bid Aaron take a censer, 


and put fire in it from the Altar, and 
incense; and hasten to the congrega- 


tion to make an atonement for them. 
Aaron did as Moses directed him, 


seven hundred men, without reckon- 


ing those who perished in the sedition 
with Korah and his company. | 


HAP. III. 


GOD. CAUSES AARON s ROD TO BUD, 
AND TO BE LEFT AS A MONUMENT 
10 TIE PEOPLE, IN ORDER TO PRE. 


- VENT THEIR FUTURE MURMURING. 


* MOSES SUPPLIES THE PEOPLE WITH 
WATER OUT OF THE ROCK. DEATH 
© OF AARON. THE PLAGUE OF FIERY 
SERPENTS. REMEDIED BY LOOKING 
UP TO THE BRAZEN ONE SET UP BY 
MOSES. THE ISRAELITES OBTAIN 
VICTORY OVER SEVERAL PRINCES, 
' WHO ENDEAVOUR TO OPPOSE THEIR 
MARCH. | 
988 having in so dreadful a 
manner declared against those 
who opposed the government of Mo- 
ses, and the priesthood of Aaron, to 
end all contests and disputes among 
the ambitious and aspiring, resolve 
by a convineing miracle to put an end 
to the controversy, and establish and 
confirm the priesthood in the family 
in which he had placed it. 
In order to this, he commanded 
Moses to take a rod from each tribe, 
and to write upon it the name of the 
Prince of that tribe to which it be- 
longed; and on the rod of the tribe 


L 


However, in that short space of 


© tad — 


.) Sanctuary. This thews to whom we ought to fly || 
in any persecution or distress ; and that God is our ny | | 
-, | though they were all different from each other. 


refuge and protection. Whence the great fruit and 
ntage of persecution appears, that it compels us to ap- 


ply to him. | 


ee in the plagues of Egypt, which are all called plagues, 


ol Levi to write Aaron's name; which 
' when he had done, he was to lay up 
these twelve rods in the tabernacle, 


(o) Plague. Phagbe is n comprehensive terin, as be. 


e may 


' reazonably think that it- was the pestilence or infeQtious 


before 
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before the ark of the testimony, 
where God was to declare his will 
farther to them. And to let them 
know that God would determine the 
controversy, and put an end to their 
murmurings, he would cause the rod 
of that man to blossom whom he 
Would che 1d pon pd; jus 
Moses, who never failed immediate 
compliance with the divine command, 
took a rod from the prince of each 
tribe, wrote his name upon it, and 
laid up all the rods together in the 
tabernacle. And the next day he 
went in and brought forth all the 
rods; and in the presence of all the 


people he ou each man his rod! 
ound to be the same as 


which they 
they had delivered to Moses over 
night, except Aaron's, which had not 


only budded, but blossemed, and 
bore ripe almonds. This was a con- 
vincing proof, that God had singled 


out Aaron to the priestly office. 


Jo preserve the memory therefore 
of the determination of this contro- 
versy, the Lord bade Moses bring 
Aaron's rod back again, and lay it 
before the ark of the tabernacle, to 
be kept for a memorial of their re- 
bellion; and that seeing it they might 


1 


15 Several. The Chaldee text describes their mur- 


muring thus: We die by the sword; as in the case of 


their daring to enter the promised land contrary to Moses's 
advice, when they were slain by the Canaanites and Ama- 


lekites, The earth swallowed us up as in the'case of 


Korah and his associates. The pestilence doth consume 
us; as in the case of the 1470 that died of it. ö 
) Remarkable. As being made of two brazen cen- 

ders, which belonged to the two hundred princes that had 
Joined with Korb. | : 


(7) The next, Sc. The history breaks off at the se⸗ 


venteenth chapter of Numbers, and begins not till the 
twentieth. 5 | F IE 


By the omis ion of these matters in the tuo cliapters, 


FORTY L 


ed 


22 2 . 
— — 
5 


forbear to murmur; and so prevent 
sudden death. 1 u 


These obstinate people now began 
to be sensible of the justice of their 
punishment; and since God in his 

' own house visited them for their sins, 


they enumerated the () several ways 


| they-had been punished. 


Behold, said they, we die; we pe- 


rish; we are all lost; and because 


God had in the tabernacle expressed 
his displeasure more than once in pu- 
nishing them in an exemplary man- 
ner, they cried out, If we approach 
the tabernacle we die; not consider- 


ing that their own iniquities drew the 
justice of God upon them in this 


place, for which he had ordered the 
altar to be covered with (7) remarka- 
ble shining brass, to put them in mind 


_ of their obediencte 


(7) The next historical matter we 
meet with is the Israelites being at Ka- 
desh; where Miriam (who was sister 


to Aaron and Moses, and (s) elder 


than both) died, and was buried there. 
In this place the Israelites, impatient 
of any inconvemiency, for want of 
water, began (as usually) to exclaim 
against Moses and Aaron, saying, 


Why have ye brought the Lord's peo- 


FRY : 2 


3 


we miss the account how the Israelites came to Kadefh 
again in the wilderness of Zin ; only Moses briefly re- 


citing some of their faults, tells us, That after they had 


been beaten by the Amalekites and Canaanites, they turned 


and took their way in the wilderness along the Red Sea, 
as God had commanded Moses, and mount 


Seir many days; (which both Tremellius and our Bible 


in their notes reckon eight and thirty years) till at length 

the Lord said, Ye have compaſſed this mountain long 

enough turn ye northward. | | 
() Elder. That she Was elder than Moses 

from Exod. ii. 4, where she is said to be leſt to watch him 

when he was exposed in the Ark of Rusbhes. 
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ple into the Wilderneſs to kill them and 


their cattle ? Why did you perſuade + 


. us to leave the fertile land of Egypt 


to bring us into this burren place, 
voicn affords neither water to quench - 
our thirſt,” nor fruits to ſatisfy our 
hunger ? Would to God we had pe- 


riſhed with our brethren, before the 

The servants of God, aGcording to 
their usual custom addressed them- 
selves to God for help; who bade 
Moses take the rod, and that he and 


Aaron should assemble the people; 


and then, said the Lord, Speak: ye to 
the rock in their fight, and it ſhall 
yield water for them. | 
Moses hereupon taking the (c) rod 
from before the Lord went, and with 


Aaron's assistance assembled the peo- 


ple together before the Lord. Mo- 


ses hitherto had paid an exact and ab- 
solute obedience to all the commands 
God had enjoined him; but now, in 
die viating from his instructions, though 
seemingly but a little, he committed 
the greatest miscarriage of his whole 


life; for he was bid to speak to the 
rock before the people; but instead 
of doing it, he speaks to the peo- 


ple, saying, Hear now, ye rebels“ 


muſt we fetch water for you out 


* 
— It TS bo Ie © 


- ft) Rod. The text does not expressly tell us whether 
of the rods this was; that with which he did so many mi- 
racles in Egypt formerly, or that by which they were so 
lately reclaimed from a rebellion: It seems most likely to 
be the latter; because it is called the rod from before the 
Lord, and which yet bore a miracle upon it, the buds and 
almonds. ,, E eggs 
lu) Smote. If it should be alledged in favour of 
Moses, That when he was sent to the rock before, he was 
bid to take his rod in his hand and smite the rock, that the 
vater might come forth; and that from thence he might 
infer, he was. also now to smite the rock with his rod: It 


may be said, That as he then followed his instruction, 50 N 


oy 47 
- 


| 


2 


chastisement, but continued in 


of the roc, In which he not only 


expressed impatience and heat of spi- 


rit, but ineredulity, making a doubt 


mised. 77% TTT OLITIOG, 
It is certain he disobeyed God in 
this, 31 smote the rock twice 
with the rod, and immediately there 
issued out water in great plenty; by 
which we may see, God would not 


of What God had positively pro- 


lose the honour of his miracle for his 
servant's fault, but caused the water 


to flow from the rock. But to shew 
he expected an entire obedience to 
his commands, though Moses had 
been his faithful servant in perform- 
ing all his instructions before; yet 
now, for the breach of his disobedi- 
ence, he denounces to Moses and Aa- 


ron (Who was in the same transgres- 
sion with him) their doom in these 
words; Becauje ye believed me not, 
t (v0 janthfy me in the ighit of the 


chen % Iſrael, therefore you ſhall 
not haue the honour o, (x) leading 
the people into the:land;which I have 
given them. From this unhappy ac- 


cident; the place was called Merzbath, 


which signifies, The water of contra- 


iction. 
Moses patie 


Irs 


J $0 $55 9 
tly received the divine 


p 
hf 


— 


he was to have done here. He smote the rock then, because 


he was bid; but he did not speak to it, because he was 
not bid. So now he should have spoken to it because he 
was bid; and not have smitten it, because he was not bid. 


() Sandify. That is you should sbew them that I 
am holy, omnipotent merciful and true; and that I can and 
will perform my promise to this ungrateful and wicked peo- 


ple, as ye know and ought to remember I have often done. 

(x) This was a sore mortification to Moses not to see 
the promised Canaan, being thereby frustrated of the fruit 
of his long and troublesome conduct. By which we 


ought to learn to die to the world and ourselves, and live 


command 


. 


command and care of the people; and 
intending to decamp, that he might 


secure their march from Kadesh, he 


sent an embassy to the King of Edom, 


(upon whose borders they now were) 
to inform him of the travels of the 


Israelites desiring leave to pass thro' 
his country, on account that they 
were both descended from Isaac and 
Rebecca; assuring him that they 
would eommit no acts of hostility, nor 
trespass in his fields or vineyards, nor 
so much as drink of his water, with- 
out paying for it, but only travel on 
the king's highway. The inhospitable 
Edomite not only refused them pas- 
sage, but with a potent army came 
out to defend his frontiers; and op- 
pose the Israelites, should they at- 


hey therefore turned another way, 


and marching from Kadesh came to 
mount Hor, near the borders of Edom. 
And now the time drawing near, that 


the children of Israel were to enter 


the promised land, into which the 
Lord had told Aaron he should not 
enter, because of his transgression at 


Meribah, God gave Aaron notice of | 


his approaching. death, and com- 
manded Moses to take Aaron and 
Eleazar, his son, who was to succeed 
him in the office of high- priest, to the 
mgunt, there to wy Aaron of his 
priestly garments, an pup them upon 
Eleazar his son ; which when Moses 
had done, Aaron died on the' top of 
mount Hor, being a hundred twenty 


and three years old. and when the 


(y) Horman. This seems to be the same place to 


which the Amalekites had beaten and chased the Israelites 


about eight and thirty years before. 


» 
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they bewailed him thirty. days. 


this (2) Manna, which our ſtomachs 


14 


people saw that Aaron was dead, 


It was the beginning of the fifth 
month of the fortieth year of their 
travels from Egypt, when they were 
upon the borders of Canaan, and 


Arad one of the kings of Canaan that 


dwelt in the south, hearing which way 
they came, went out and sought them 
and took some of them prisoners. 
This defeat brought them to a sense 
of their duty; and knowing they were 


now upon the borders of the pro- 


mised land, they made a vow to the 


| Lord, promising that if he would 


deliver this people into their hands, 
they would utterly destroy their cities. 


| God took chem at their word, and 
gave them such success, that at (0 


Horman they engaged these Canaan- 
ites, and defeated them, took their 
cities, and utterly destroyed them. 

Elated with this success, they dis- 
lodged from Mount Hor, and took 
their way by the Red Sea, marching 


round Edom, through which they 
had been denied passage, and forbid- 


den to force their way. And because 
the way was long, the passes uneasy, 
and the country barren; they, for- 


getting their late success, and reflect. 
ing only on the present discourage- 

ments, relapsed into their old humour 
of murmuring, complaining directly 


against God and Moses; wherefore, 
say they, have ye brought us up out of 
Egypt, to die m the wilderneſs, where 
there 1s neither meat nor drink, but 


— 


(z) Manna. This is the same complaint which they 


| made before, 


Os: 


_ loathe 
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loathe ? To punish this repeated in- 


Stance of impiety and distrust of his 
care, God sent (a) fiery serpents 
among them, which destroyed a great 


number of these rebels. This pu- 


nishment brought the rest to their 
senses, who, flying to injured Moses, 
acknowledged their guilt, and eried 
for mercy: Moses, though he had 
lately incurred the displeasure of the 
Lord on their account, in ity to their 
distress, addressed Mabel in prayer 
to God for them; who did not im- 


mediately take away theserpents, but 
leaving them to be a farther scourge, 
and make them more sensible of their 


transgression, provided a remedy. to 
pPrevent their death, and heal their 


1urts: For he ordered Moses to make 


a (Y) serpent of a fiery colour, and to 
set it up on a high pole, that the peo- 
ple who were bitten by the fiery ser- 


pents, might by looking up to it be |. 
133 I could, marched out to give them bat- 
tle at Jahaz, where Israel routed him, 


recovered. 55 
Moses accordingly made the form 
of a serpent in brass, and set it up as 
a banner; and whoever afterwards 
was bitten by a serpent, if he looked 
upon that brazen serpent, recovered. 
The Israelites at this time were at 
Phanon, whither they were come from 


Salmona, their first camp, after they | 
discover Jazar, another city of the 


removed from about Mount Hor. 


From Phanon, they went and encamp- 
ena at Oboth, and thence to Jiearba- 
rim, in the desert that is before Moab 


* 


8 (a) Fieng . These serpents were not so by nature, 
but by the effect of their biting, which caused a great 3: 
_ Hlammation or burning in all those that were bitten by them. 
(5) Serpent. This brazen serpent (a significant type 


of our Lord Jesus Christ, who being lified up as an enſign 
for the nations, gives life and salvation to all them, thatin | 


* 


5 N 


u EIS 


6 8 


A COMPLETE HISTORY | 


by the river of Arnon, which is in the 


Jor 


OY 


thus possessed of the Amorites lan 
they dwelt there. | 


Decamping from thence they came 
to Zared, and afterwards encamped 


desert, and runs to the frontiers of 


the Amorites; for it divides then 


from the Moabites. They held on 


their march, and at length came into 


the plains of Moab, on the banks of 
20 opposite to Jericho, to the 
I 
From hence Moses sent ambassa- 


i dors to Sihon king of the Amorites, 
to demand a passage through his 


country, promising not to break into 


the fields or vineyards, nor to drink 


of the water, but only to march along 
the highway till they were past his 
country. The Amorite * fear- 
ing to admit so formidable a body 
into the heart of his kingdom, posi- 

tively denied them passage: And, 


thinking it better poliey to attack than 


be attacked, gathering what force hge 


and seized his country. They like- 
wise took Heshbon, and the villages 
about it, which Sihon had before 
taken from the Moabites ; and bong 


— 


After this, Moses sent out forces to 
Amorites, which they took with all 

territories, and drove out the people 
that dwelt there. Then turning ano- 


ther way, they marched towards Ba- 


— 


true faith look upon him) remained among the Jews above 
Joo years, to the time of Hezekiah king of Judah; who 


in a holy zeal, pursuant to God's command, removing the 


high places, breaking the images, and cutting down the 


groves, broke also in pieces this brazen ſerpent among the 


Test. 2 


5 shan 


Amorite king, reigned. 


This powerful prince, with his gi- | 
gantic troops, drew out to give the | 


Israelites battle; but lest they should 
be discouraged at the sight of this for- 
midable army, who exceeded the 
common size of nature, Moses by 
the command of God bade them fear 
nothing, for he had delivered them 
into their hands, and they should 
make as easy a conquest over them 
as they did over Sihon, king of the 
Amorites. TE „ 
Israel thus encouraged joined bat- 
tle, and slew king Og and his sons, 
| and all his people. They also took 
all his cities threescore in number, all 
fenced with high walls, gates and bars, 
besides open towns and villages a 
great e ae 
inhabitants, but keeping all the cat- 
tle and the spoil of those cities for a 
Yrey to themselves, as they had done 
befor in the (d) case of Sihon, the 
other Amorite king. „ 


4 


CHAP. 


0 5 1 1 


ob. The ducription of this gigantick king, 
"Who has the last of the race of the giants, whose statute 


of iron for strength was nine cubits in length, and 
bits in breadth after the eubit of a man, which being the 
common cubit, containing half a yard or one foot and a half 
of English measure, if reduced to yards or feet, will make 
four yards and a half, or thirteen feet and a half for the length, 
and two yards, or six feet, for the breadth of the bed. _ 
(d) Cafe So they were commanded, where the ſocial 
laws, or laws of * and n are set down: By which 
they were required, upon their approach to any city, to 
rn 


destroying utterly the 
| proach of these victorious strangers. 
struck a terror wherever they came, 


we may guess at 20 the $ize of his bed, which W ned | 
r cu- 


b- 
| 
1 


. 
N 


accepted, and 


r 
- 


* wiknoes," 
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5 shan, where the (c) g1ant Os, another | 


—_—_ 


BALAK, KING OF MOAB FEARS THE IN- 
Robs OF THE ISRAELITES. 'SENDS 


- MESSENGERS TO BALAAM TO PER- 
SUADE HIM TO CURSE THEM.  BA- 


" LAAM'S MERCENARY: CONDUCT -RE- | 


MARKABLY CHASTISED. | 'BALAK'S 


SACRIFICE: BALAAM'S PARABLE. BA- 


'LAAM PROPHECIES THE SUCCESS. OF 
THE ISRAELITES, THEY ARE DRAWN. 


By THE MOABITES INTO WHORE- 


DoM AND IDOLATRY. THEY ARE 


*SEVERELY  PUNISHED FOR THEIR 


NCOURAGED with these suc- 

cesses the Israelites marched to 
the plains of Moab, and encamped on 
this side Jordan by Jericho. The ap- 


and the fame of their late success 


against the Amorites put the king of 
Moab and his people into a terrible 
(a) consternation. Balak, the king, 
| knowing himself too weak to engage 
the mighty force of Israel, advised 
with the chiefs of (5) Midian, to 
whom he represent [ 
danger of these invaders ; The result 


the common 


aurtendered to them, they should only make them tribu- 
taries. But if they refused peace, and put them to besiege 
and storm the place, they should, when they had taken it, 


put all the men to the word; but might keep the women 
and children with the cattle and other spoil for themselves. 
(a) Confternation. If the Moabites had known the 


protection they were under, they needed not to have been 


from the sword of 
(5) Midian. The Midianites were neighbours and 


afraid; for if they would have been quiet they were par- 
ticularly ex ye Tordel. : 5 


confederates with the Moabites; therefore Balak repre- 
sented to them the danger, and asked their advice and as- 


. 


of 


* 
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of their consultation was this; King 


Balak should send messengers to (c) 


Balaam, the son of Beor, who lived 
at Pethor, a city in Mesopotamia, to 


invite and bribe him to curse the Is- 


raelites; for they had so great an 
| opinion of his skill and power in di- 


vination, that they thought he could 


a select number of their chie | 
with presents to invite him to go with 


them no answer till he 


curse or bless as he pleased. By ge- 


neral consent therefore they deputed 


them to Balak. When they came to 
him and delivered their message from 
the king, he desired them to tarry 
with him that night, for he could give 
had consulted 


222 ror 


= 


But that omniscient being, to whom 


the secrets of all hearts are known, 


could not be ignorant of Balaam's 


base motive in order therefore to try : 
in what manner he would endeavour 


to palliate the same, asked him, What 
men they were that were with him? 


* 


. nor cui ſe that people, for th ey are 
TFT 


wizard and prophet of the devil; hut by the free access 
he had to God, particularly Numb. xxiv. 1g. and xxii. 18. 


Theyare ſome, said he, whom the K ing 


of Moab hath ſent to me, to let me 


Eno, that there 1s a people come out 


of Egypt, which cover the face of the 
earth ; and to defire me to come to 


him and curſe them, in hopes that he. | 
then may be able to overcome them, | 
and drive them away. But God said 


to him, Thou ſhalt not go with them, 
Balaam, not daring to disobey the 
command of the Lord, got up in the 


— 0 


. (c) Balaum. Several Fathers represent Balaam as a 


he was not a prophet of the devil; though it is plain from 
the holy text he was covetous, and St. Peter, epiſt. 2. 


"© - * * 
$3 
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men 


I COMPLETE! HISTORY | 


morning, and dismissing the messen- 
gers, said, Be gone lo your oon coun- 
try ; for the Lord refujeth to give me 


ing and cursing t 
God had blessed, he accepted of these 
presents of their enemies, and after- 
. wards evaded compliance with their 


sired they would tarry a little while 
| he enquired farther bake Lord.. 


—_ 


- 7 . b a hr 
Py 
. 
A 


leave to go with. you. They returned 
to the king, but misreported Balaam's 
answer; for, instead of telling him 
that God had refused to let him come, 
they told him; that Balaam refused 

to come Whereupon Balak falsly 

suggesting to himself, that either the 
number and quality of his messengers 
did not answer Balaam's ambition, or 
the value of the presents, his cove- 


tousness resolved to gratify both; and 
therefore he immediately dis patched 
away messengers of more honourable 
rank, and with larger proposals. Let 


nothing, he said, hinder: thee from 


coming to me; for Twill promote thee 


to very great honour, and give thee 


20h al ſoever thou wilt aſk, if thou wilt | 


come and curſe this people. 

Such was the prevalence of Ba- 
laam's avarice, that though he had 
been so solemnly prohibited from go- 
the people whom 


request, by assuring them he durst 


not, on any account, counteract the 


divine will, but to amuse them, de- 


This was tempting God; wh | 


therefore, in displeasure left him to 


FOR 


his (4 own will. He had positively 


at first told him his mind, and it was 


F'Y a 


* 


W en . 2 


ch. i. v. 155 ay, He loved the wages of Unrighteouf- 


neſs. | 
(A) Own Will. From hence we may observe how un- 


fit we are to choose for ourselves; 


] to God's immediate commands and instructions. 


especially in opposition 
the 


S - 


che fell down under him. For this 


the highest disobedience and pre- 


sumption to pretend or offer at the 


reversing of it by a farther applica- | 


tion. However, blinded with cove- 
tousness and pride, he again address: d 


himself to God, who, provoked at his. | | 
| him, What have I done to thee, that 
| tou ſhouldeſt beat metheſe three times. 


obstinacy leaves him to himself, and 
tells him, I the men come to call thee, 
6 L) riſe and go with them ; but what 
£ /hall jay to thee, that only ſhalt thou 
Notwiihstanding this permission to 
go, God was resolved to make Ba- 
laam sensible of his displeasure. Up- 
on this concession he got up in thi 
morning, and went with the prince of 
Moab. But as he was on the road, the 
angel of the Lord stood on the way 
with a drawn sword in his hand. 
A regard to the divine omnipre- 
presence was almost banished in the 
mind of Balaam, by the longing de- 
sire after the reward of his impiety; 


but ĩt pleased God to give the ass, on 


which Balaam rode, such quickness 
of sight, that she both saw the angel 
and shunned him, by turning dut of 
the road. into the field. Balaam for 
this beat the ass, and struggling to 
put the beast into the way, the angel 
stood in another narrow Way between 
two walls, which inelosed some vine- 
8 ass gceing the angel, clung 


up to the wall and crushed Balaams 


foot. This so incensed him, that he 
beat her again. But when the angel 
went farther, and stood in a narrow 
place, where the ass could not turn, 


1 k „ 
5 4 2 > # : 1 $ 
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ab Rife, e. This by the consent of interpreters is 
Ss upon, not as a command but a. permission; and 
seem ironically spoken; as if God had said, Since 
thou art so eager to go, thou knowest it is agal inst my mind, 
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| Balaam was in a greater passion than 
before, beating her with his staff. 
But God, to rebuke the wilfulness 
of the prophet, miraculously opened 
the mouth of the ass, and she said to 


| Becauſe, said he, thou haſt deſerved 
it, in mocking me; had I a ſword in 


mY hand I would hill ithee. ' The ass 


replied, am I not thine afs, upon 


| fence I was thine; did I ever ſerve 
thee © jo before ? He answered, No. 
Such an incident might have alarmed 
a mind less prepossessed than that of 


with his sword drawn in his hand; at 
the sight of which he bowed himself 


down, and fell on his face. The an- 
in attempting to go against the ex- 


and but for his ass, which 


* 
— 
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take thy own course Go if thou wilt. But yet thou 


Salt not gain thy end; thou $halt go with this restriction 
il, Tod Wali 227 


on thy will, Thou salt sa) nothing but What 1 shall di- 
ret t 5 | C1 UBT 20 2ST CAT 


whichthou haſt been uſed to Tide, ever 


Balaam, which remained blinded, till 
God himself opened his eyes and let 
him see the angel standing in the way 


gel expostulated with him, and told 


press command of God, and that 
therefore he was come to stop him: 

e had 

so barbarously abused, he had slain 


Balaam; self. convicted, acknow- 


clination” to raise some advantage; 


| | 
if | 
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and therefore, since he was gone so | together offered an ox und e yam up- 


far, he would not send him back, but 
make him Who was hired to curse, 
be the instrument of pronouncing : a 
biens on his people. 
Having thus R ee Balaam on 
the way, he suffered him to go on; 
but with this charge, that he Should 


_ only peak hat go Should tell 


him. 
Balaam then went on his journey 
_ the prince of Moab : and when 


Balak understood that Balaam was 
_ coming, that he might the more ro 
lige him by personal civilities, 

came out to meet him (bimselk rex | 
celving him upon the confines of his 


Dominions.) At their meeting, the 
King in a friendly manner b amed 


Balaam for refusing to come to him 


on his first sending, since it was in 
pp power to advance him. But Ba. 
laam, to excuse himself, let him know 


What restraint the Lord had laid u 
2 Then entertaining him Ext ig 
liely-with his princes: and great . 


that day, the next day he broug 


Baal; that from thenet he might take 
Aaiviewaf the campcof'Eracl.. 
Whilst vos #1985 here, the Prophet 


directed the 


ene SH 159 TOM 2Q 
CI DST. 7 


© () High Pune The! oe 1 
—— and. groves which. the idolatrous- nations conse- 


e T3 TT 


_ erated to their Gods,” and where they in a brutiſh-and-Jas- 


Fl xa ng xolaced themselves. 


e) Baal, As to the word Baal, it i Sometimes 
En, Ny ag meſs 


- 


7 1 ; | ; - A CER 
Dns Ea, 5 0 | . 


. hthim 
up into the (n High Places of (n) 


ing to order fu) Sven 
Altars tobe erected for him; and se. 
ven onen with seven rams to be pre. 
7 pared. N n ee ar. reps m 


|] 138 15 9117 Ti ML II 1 


j 


| EY 


on each altar. Then leaving Balak 
to stand by his burnt: offering, Balaam 
withdrew to consult the Lord, who 
met and instructed him hat to say; 
and returned to Balak, whom he found 
standing at the char, and the princes 
of ous ee him, he thus addressed 
himself to them: thou haſt cauſed me, 
King, to come from p Aram, out 
of the mountains of the eaſt. to curſe 


| the family of; Jacob, and bid defrance 


uam God hath not. curſed? and how 
 fhail 7 deſy th 
75 defied ; From the to oy. / the rocks 
ee their? roteclor, and ſrom the hills 
Lace im. Behold, this people 


life: they 


from all other i 


gran, 3 and coun 


tion. Then setting forth the pro- 


spexit 
u e. that his lot mig 
ingh and:deatho:! <> 1 


enquired; . What: haſt thou done G U 


2 


6 for thee to aunſe mane enemies, 
Lan Frog bleſſed. them. Balaam 


eee is 
ich at this time 


rama in his ohe to deviate. 
4 


_ 


exouset ane by 
instructions, from 


„ 5 <4 1 18. 49 


* 15 8 15 8 11 500. Firs . 


wong the Israelites (from whom probably Balaam mi 
have learnt it) where the 
blood of the bullock seven times before . 5 veil © 
Sanftuary. | | | | #2. FECL 4 
(3). Aram. The", dame: 4 12 otama, hui, I 
Hebes .call Abrom NOW; ped BI. nr 


to 1ſracl, Hul how fhall I curſe thoſe 
e whom the Lord hath 


Hall not be reckoned among the nd. 


y and increase of Israel, 5 
htibe wäth them ko 
il ade. lo: 
lak as much alarmed as incensed 
Woe the prophesy of Balaam, so con- 
traxy to his expectation, passionately 


1 Pig! Taj * i 
. . was etepmed ac Ret | 
is aich to sprinkle the 


eee God, and diſtin- 
2 40 | 


929 3 


n 
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However, as Balak was not discou- 
raged; from. the ben of the place 
he hoped a change of fortune, or bet- 
ter success; and therefore taking Ba- 
laam into the field of Zophim to the 
op of Pisgah, he tried whether he 
could curse from tl ene. 
.. Balaam, who was willing to please 
him, had seven altars' there, and a 
bullock and a ram offered on each. 
Then withdrawing again, as before 
to consult the Lord, he received fresh 
instructions. Balak now began to 
understand the interview between the 


Lord and Balaam; and upon his rèe- 


turn to him and his attendants, Who 


were big with expectation of the re- 


sult, demanded what the Lord had 
spoken? Upon which Balaam, to 
bespeak the greater attention and re- 
gard to what he should say, began 
thus. Confider, - O Bala. thou ſon 


of Aippor, confider, that God, who 
hath already bleffed Iſrael, and for- 
_ bidden me to curſe them, is not like a 


man, that he Should! renounce: his 
bromiſe, or repent of: what: he does. 
Hathi he promm ſed, and 
perform? Or hath he ſpoten, and 


ſhall he; not make it good? Behold, I 
have recerved;commſſion: to: bleſs, and 


11. „ „ 0 c 


5 Is * * f * 
e does not approve of 
tons or outrages againſt the paſterity 
of. Jacob, nor of vexation on trouble 


agaunſt the pefterity of Ijracl.: Die 


(] He does, &c; The text should be rendered, He 


does not approve of affliftions or outrages againſt the 
7 rity:of Jacob, nor vexation-or trouble againſt the 
_ "Pa 


Balaam said and did on this occasion, and stops the mouths 


im 97 Tfrael. This is very agreeable to all that 


of Libertines and Enthuslasis 
181 o 


ſhall he not 


(7): afflic- 
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Tord his wy ph ws; and e 
£) ſhout of a king is in him. God 
2 brought him out o Egypt: He 
| hath, as it were, the ſtrength of an 
Cee, 
Surely no enchantment can prevail 
| agarnſt Facob, nor any divination N 
| againſt; Hfrael. So that confidering 
what God ſhall work this time for te 
| deliverance: of his: people, all the 
world ſhall wonder. and ſay, what 
| hath. God wrought! who hath put 
| has people out of thereach of fraud or 
| force, and turned the intended curſe 
inte 3 i ol ue; ttt: 
And to ſhew their future ſtrength 
and ſuccęſs, the people ſhall riſe up 
as a great lion, and lift up them 
ſelves as a; young lion: They ſhall 
not he down. until. they eat of the 
| Prey, and drunk of the blood of the 
!.. 4 BSE 4 Oe P | OPS * 
Balak was 80 eee 2 
remptory prophesy of the immediate 
N of Providence in favour 
of God's chosen people; that he for- 
bid Balaam to exercise his prophetio 
talent; though soon after his eager- 
ness to have Israel cursed, him 
change his mind; for he cad for 
Balaam, and intreat bim to try 
andther place, in hopes: God would 
permit him to curse Israel. Here- 
upon Balaam followed Balak to the 
top of mgunt Beor, a hill that look 


* 
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) Shout...” So Jerome, Arius, Montanus, Tremel- 
lius, and Junius term it. That is, the triumph of a 
king victorious ver - his enemies. A 1 
(e) Unicorn This animal (generally supposed to be 

| the Rhinovercs) er 0 extrabrdin 
OO Rn R 


have 


5 Go 


able to rest 


5 ö whale Balaam used his art of divinat 
he had only a word put into his * but now having 


148 5 
have for his hopes, it's certain Ba- 
f laam knew the positive will of God 


in this case was to bless and not to 


curse; and this he had declared to be 
irreversible, when he told Balak God 
Vet stimu- 

lated with the blind desire of reward, 
he consented to Balak to tempt the 
Lord afresh; for he there erected se- 
ven altars, and laid seven sacrifices | 


was not like fickle man. 


thereon. 
But having in vain wind all his arts 
of 


du Israel (without withdrawing, as 


before, under pretence to consult the 


| Lord) looking on the camp of Israel, 


the (w) Spirit of the Lord came 


upon him, and he cried out in an ex- 


tasy, How good are thy tents, O Ja- 


cob, and thy tabernacles, O Hradel! 


Then by significant metaphors, he 
foretold the extent, fertility, and 


strength of Israel; and those that 


blessed them should be blessed, and 


those that cursed them should be 
| cured. 
| Balak now obe 1 with 
dece d falshood, and (x) smiting 
his Nds together, being no longer 
is rage, bid him haste 
and be gone; For I thouglit, sa 
to have romoted thee to 
mnour, 2 755 N 
Tn in curſing Hrae 
1 e prefe N 
Balaam had recoume 


EI Nhat 


9 that — could Exceed he 


"2 ; 


"(wh © SIM ha N Sc 0 3 : 
( Spirit. In Numb. xxiii. it is 


<< as 3 


—— 9 
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u) divination, and seeing that 
was resol ved to continue bles- 


„ 


he, 


thou hadſt anſwered my de. 
of the Lord | 


: 
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ter these 
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colnitinade of aid Lord, but must 
x eak what he put in his mouth. And 
though he was willing to nt the 
Libe of Moab in some sort, and per- 
haps E unde 4 his covetous tem- 
per) to entitle himself to some re- 
ward, he offered to advertise them 
now at parting, what the Israelites 
should do to his people in the latter 
days, but still against his own incli- 
nation, he bestowed blessings on Is- 
rael, and prophesied a star should 
come forth from Jacob, and a rod 
from Israel; that it should smite the 
chiefs of Moab, and destroy the child- 
ren of Seth; that Edom should fall 
under its power; and that the Ama< 
lekites and Kenites should be extir- 
pated. In fine, he foretold, that the 
western nations, the Greeks and Ro- 
mans, should vanquish the Assyrians; 
destroy the Hebrews, and Perish 
themselves. | 
But the monstrous edicts of 
this man is further apparent, for af- 
redictions, as if vexed at 
his own ape ent 1 in missing 
the reward he expected, and to be re- 


{ venged on the Israelites as the occa- 


sion of it, he instructed the Moabites 
and Midianites i in a wicked artifice; 
which was to send their daughters to 
the camp of the Israelites, to draw 
those people into idolatry ; the sure 
method to deprive them of the assis- 
tance of God, who protected them: 
This artifice succeeded; for the next 


ee l or the Israelis on 


a 2 


8 SR his inchanument, the Spik of God came upon 
iin. 
() Snting, 3 0 This was a great hen of are 
sure, as smiting the 8 was of sorrow. © 
» that 


that they lay incamped at (a) Shit- 
tim; where many of them were de- 


luded by the, Moabitish and Midia- 


nitish women, and were drawn in, 


not only to commit whoredom with 
them, but to assist at their sacrifices, 
and worship their Gods, even (5) 
Baal-Peor. | 


But God, who hated sin in his cho- 
sen people, suffered not their iniquity 


to go unpunished; for he shewed ter- 
rib 


e resentment against both their | 


atrocious erimes, commanding Mo- 


ses to take the chiefs of those that 


had joined themselves to Baal, Peor, 
and hong: them up before the Lord 
in the sight of all the people. 


Moses accordingly gave charge to 


the (c) judges of Israel, to see execu- 
tion done, on every one of the men 


under his charge, that sacrificed to 


Baal-Peor. But the divine justice 


did not stop here. Their whoredom 


must be punished as well as their 1do- 
latry; which, was aggravated. vastly 
by a person of considerable rank and 
dignity. i 


- 


of a chief house ,among the Simeo- 


nites, took Cozbi the daughter of Zur, | | 


whowas alsoa prince of a chief house 
in Midian, and daringly brought her 
to the Israelitish camp, in contempt 
of Moses, and in sight of all the con- 
gregation, ho, because of the late 


execution done upon their princes, 


stood weeping before the door of the 


a 1 
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(a) Shittim.... Which signifies, Turning afide. 


(% Baal-Peor. Suppozed to be the beastly Priapus. 


(c) Judges. These were either the | heads of the 
tribes, or'the judges whom, by the advice of his father-in- 


law Jethro, with God's approbation, he had set over the | 


people, | 
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tabernacle ; and leading her openly 
into his tent, there lay with her, 


Bold Zimri, the son of Salu, prince | - 


This superlative impudence, and 


open violation of God's law, none 
offered to resent, but Phinehas, Aa- 
ron's grandson ; who rising up from 
the congregation, and filled with a 
| divine zeal, took a javelin in his hand 

and followed them to the tent; where 
in the very act of whoredom, he 
| thrust them both through. 


This zealous act of Phinehas put a 
stop to the plague; which God sent 


among the people for this audacious 
act of Zimri's, and the other lewd- 


nesses and impieties of his comrades. 
However, there died on this occasion 


no less than (d) four and twenty thou- 

sand. Phinehas's holy zeal for God's. 

| honour, gained him not only high 

. commendation, but a perpetual set- 

tlement of the priesthood on himself 
and his posterity. - 


ky 


(A4) Four, &c. In this Number it is probable, Mo- 
ses does include the thousand princes that were hanged. 
Which computation reconciles' this place to that of the 
Apostle, 1 Cor. x. 8. where he mentions but three and 
e, thousand, without the thousand princes that were 

an ged. N : N . : 
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and whoredoms. 


char. K*. 


THE IsRAELITES OVERCOME THE MI- 
DIANITES WITHOUT SUSTAINING THE 
LEAST LOSS. THEY ARE NUMBERED; 
AND THE: DIFFERENT TRIBES PUT IN; 
. POSSESSION- OF THEIR RESPECTIVE. 
- DEPARTMENTS. MOSES APPRISED OF 
HIS DEATH, ASSEMBLES THE PEOPLE, 
AND HAVING ENUMERATED THE PE- 
CULIAR BLESSINGS OF THE ALMIGH- 
| TY, AND ENJOINED ON THEM FUTURE 
" OBEDIENCE, RECITED TO THEM A 
"SONG, COMPOSED AT THE IMMEDI- 
- ATE DIRECTION OF GOD. APPOINTS 


* 


and the offenders punished, the 
a wa thing was to take vengeance of 
the (e) Midianites, who had debauch- 
ed the Israelites with their idolatry 
In order to this, 
Moses commanded a detachment of 
- twelve thousand select men, a thou- 


the Midianites ; amongst whom went 
the zealous Phinehas, who carried 
with him the holy instruments, or 
trumpets to animate the people. 2 
Such was the exertion of the di- 
vine power in behalf of the Israelites, 
that though very inferior in number, 
they slew five kings, and all their 
men; among whom was the wicked 
8 prophet (g) Balaam, who though he 
1 ee 8 SW an. 


% 
2 J 4 


5 — * "_— _— TY: 


A . , They Whabied the. country on 555 
East and North towards the Red- Sea 

(g] Balaam. By. this it 
and it may be, with. reason, ä that he was de- 


* 


| 
nag an 8 1 
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yet now fell a sacrifice to the injured 


85 peop le of God. 


"They burned all the cities and cas- 


| tles, took all the women and children 


. 


| 


; 


| 
| 
7 


prisoners, and seized on their cattle, 
flocks, and goods: after which, 
loaded with the spoils of their ene- 
mies, they returned in triumph to 
the 4 TN camp. In the way 
home they were met by Moses, Elea- 


zer the High-Priest, and all the prin- | 


ces; who congratulated their suceess. 


| But Moses, seeing the Midianitish | 
woman among the . 47 


Was 


much offended at the officers of the 


army for saving them; for these, said 
Jos HIS 1 AeA AND DIES. I he, by the council of Balaam, caused 
the Israelites to sin against the Lord 
HE SE disorders thus 1 in che business of Peor, and provoked 
him to send a plague upon the con- 
gregation of Wel 


de commanded them to kill every 


and thereupon 


male among the children, and every 
woman that had lain with man; and 


to save none ahve but the virgin fe- 
males. 
sand out of every tribe, to go against 


After this they were to abide 
seven days without the camp, and 
both soldiers and spoils pass t rough 
the ceremonies of a legal purificati- 
on; which when they had performed; 


| God directed Moses to take an ac- 


count of the whole prey, and divid- 


ing it into two equal parts, to give 


one to the soldiers who had taken it, 


and the other part among the rest of 


the people that stayed at home. Out 
of the soldiers part he levied the five 
ee PO: both of N and 


— — 


1 1 


vising much the same hit against the Hebrews, whilst 


he was —_— the Midianites, as when he was among the 
pd a Walen he Justly fell by the sword of 
sra 
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number of their prisoners and cattle; | 
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beasts, which he paid as a tribute to were in possession; and that they 


Eleazer the priest, for a heave-offer- 
ing to the Lord; and out of the other 
-part, which the people had, one part 


out of fifty of both persons and beasts, 


| 


was given to the Levites. 


The officers of the army, out of 


the other parts of the booty, which 


they had taken, as jewels of gold, 


bracelets, rings, ear-rings and ta- 


blets, brought their expiatory offering 
to atone for their transgressions in sa- 


vingthe Midianitish women, and their 
gratulatory offering of thanksgiving 
R's great a victory: the greatness 
of which may be guessed from the 


the virgin females were two and thir- 


ty thousand; all the rest of the peo- 
ple, men, women and children, were 


The Israelites thus taking posses- 
sion of the country, on this side Jor- 


| 


condition that they 


| 


putt the award: : 7 HT = 
The plunder in cattle and flocks, 
consisted of s1x hundred seventy and 


five thousand sheep, seventy and two 
thousand beeves, and six ty- one thou- 
sand asses; besides rich goods and 


ornaments; and to make this still 


more great and miraculous, the vic- 


tory was gained without the loss of 


one man of Israel's side, as appears 


| from the report the officers made 
Upon a muster. | oo 


dan, the tribes of Reuben and Gad, 


and the half tribe of Manasseh, ob- 


serving it to be a fertile soil, and good 
pasturage, desired of Moses that they 
might settle in that country, upon 
should march 


with the other tribes to conquer the 


| 
li 
1 
| 


land where they were to. settle ; that 
they would not return till the others 


93 
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would claim no part of the lands that 
were beyond Jordan. 5 
Moses at first thought they intend- 
ed to venture no farther, but had a 
mind to sit down in a country ready 


gained, and leave their brethren, the 


rest of the tribes. Upon which he 
blamed them for offering by such a 


proposal to discourage the rest of the 


Israelites: but when he understood 
their real design, upon condition 
they performed their promise, he 
granted their request. 2M, | 

Moses then enumerated the seve- 
ral stations and removes, which the 
children of Israel made from Rameses 
in Egypt, to the river Jordan in Ca- 
naan, and described the bounds of the 
promised land, and gave the names 
of the persons appointed to divide it 
among the tribes of Israel. Orders 
were afterwards given, that the chil- 
dren of Israel should assign to the Le- 
vites eight and forty cities, with su- 
burbs to them, in which the Levites 


might live amongst the tribes, and of 


which number six were appointed to 
be cities of 1 for the man-slayer 
to fly to, who had happened to kill 

a man by chance. HO DAS 
gut provisions was made, that he, 
who should be duly convicted of vil. 
ful murder, should be put to death: 
and in capital cases, it was provided, 
that none should be convicted of 


such crimes: by the evidence of one 
single man. There was a law like- 


| wise made, that every daughter, who 


should possess an inheritance in any 


tribe of the children of Israel, should 


be married to one of the tribes of her 


father, that so the children of Israel 


might 


* 


132 


the first day of t 


might enjoy every one the inherit- 


vel of the Israelites was near expired. 
Moses therefore considering that the 


new ready to pass over Jordan to 


take possession of the promised land, 


were either sprung up since the law 
was given at Mount Sinai, near forty 
ears before, or too young to remem- 


given, thought fit to repeat the law 
mc rH 75. TOES 
A little before his death therefore 
he assembled the N of Israel, on 
e eleventh month, 

in the fortieth year from their depar- 


ture out of Egypt (the people being 
yet in the plains of Moab by Jordan, 


and near Jericho) 6 ka waa to them 
briefly all that had befallen their fa- 


thers since they left Egypt, the graci- 


ous dealings of God with them, their 
unruliness, disobedience and rebel- 


Eo} 
2» 1 


(1 J Father's. | They wer warriet ind dhe famikes.or 


some that were of the families of Manasseh, the son of 
Joseph. This takes off che force of their argument, who 


5 «i 4 


present generation of the Israelites, 


ber and understand the law then 


FIR 


1 


-ance of his father; and the inherit- | 
agaͤnce not to be transferred to ano- | 
ther tribe. This was grounded up- 
on a law made before, which em- 
powered daughters to inherit land, 
where the heirs male should be defi- 
cient; and was the case of Zelophe- 
nad s daughters, who, upon obtain- 
ing this act, were required to marry 
within the family of their (7) father's. 
tribe. . . . Gs 
By this time the forty years tra- 


— 


soon enter the lan 
also commanded them to destro | 
the idols of the inhabitants of the 

country, and to extirpate the people. 


that grievous sentence, that ney 
should not enter into the good land. 
This account he often repeated, 
that they might take warning by the 
miscarriages of their fore-fathers. 
Then be repeated the decalogue, 


and divers other laws and precepts, 


formerly given, though not without 


some variation, with the addition of 
some new laws on divers subjects, 


and some explanations of the old; 
exhorting them to a strict observation 
of them, promising that they should 
of Canaan, and 


all 


He encouraged them to be faithful 


| unto God, assuring them, if they 
kept his commandments they should 


have blessings heaped upon them; 
and threatened them with all manner 
of calamities, if they departed from 


them. 8 


He renewed the covenant with the 


people in the name of the Lord; 


commanding them, with a loud voice, 
to proclaim on the mountains of Geri- 


ꝛ⁊im and Habal, beyond Jordan, bles- 


sings to all those who kept the cove- 
nant, and curses to those who broke 


it; and to erect an altar in the land 


of Canaan, on which they should write 
the terms and conditions of their 


covenant with God. x 


lions, which had so often provoked | These things, with rehearsals Some- _ 
the Lord to punish them, and by | times of their fathers, and their own 


which means they brought upon him | 


prevarications, Moses not only Jes 


- 


tween first-cousins. _ 


ö 5 would infer the lawfulness of marriages be- 


_— Leo W vered 5 
: A a ty * 
f 8 | 
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vered tothe people by wordof mouth, 
but wrote them in a book, which he 
gave into the custody and care of the 
Levites, with direction from the Lord, 
that they should put it into the side 
of the ark, to be kept there for a wit- 
ness against Israel, if they should re- 


n 4 


hes 


diate direction of God, composed a 


song, in which were at large described, 


by the many benefits and favours of 
God to his people, their ingratitude 
to, and — 29 of him; the pu- 
nishments by which he corrected them, 
with threatening of greater judgments 


if they persisted to provoke him by a | 


"repetition of their follies. © © 
This song Moses recited to the 
people, and gave order that they 
should learn it, and repeat it often; 
that when for their transgressing the 
law, many calamities and troubles 
should befal them, this song might 
be a witness for God against them. 


The time was just now approach- | 


ing, and the people ready to pass over 


ordan ; but the Lord having before | | 
nons fair cliffs and lofty cedars ; and 
then resigned his soul into the hands 


told Moses, that he should not con- 
duct the people into the promised 
land, because of his error at the wa- 
ters of Meribah, he bade him now get 
him up into the mountain of Abarim, 
unto mount Nebo, in the land of Mo- 


ab, over- against Jericho, and take a 


vie wolf the land of Canaan, and then 
die there on that mount, as his bro- 
ther Aaron had died on mount Hor. 
Moses had before endeavoured to 
deprecate one part of his sentence, 
his not n permitted to enter into 
the promised land, but in vain; he 
therefore humbly submitted to the 
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Almighty pleasure now, and.took a 
solemn farewel of the people in a pro- 


phetic blessing, Which he pronounced 


upon each tribe, as Jacob had done 


just before his death. n. 
And having before, by God's com- 


mand, appointed Joshua to be his suc- 
cessor, to conduct the people to the 


promised land, he laid his hands up- 


on him, in such a solemn and public 


manner, as gave all the people to un- 
derstand, that after Moses's death Jo- 


shua was to be their leader. Moses 
went up to the top of Pisgah, over- 
against Jericho, from whence, as the 
Lord had 
take a full view of the countries round 


romised him, he could 
DOR te) al be one a7 bo ton! ade rode 
Though this servant of God was 
very aged, being an hundred and 
twenty years old, and on the verge 
of the grave, yet he was in such good 
health and strength, that his eyes were 


neither dim, nor his natural force 


— 


abated; therefore, whilst these lasted, 


he surveyed with pleasure the beau- 
teous prospect. * 
He viewed Jericho: saw Leba- 
of seraph's, who waited to convey 
him to a happier Canaan than what 
he had just before surveyed. | 


The Lord, sensible that the Israel- 


ites. were prone on the slightest temp- 
tation to idolatry, lest they, when 
they remembered the wonderful 
things Moses had performed for them, 
should pay any superstitious adora- 
tion to his. remains after his death, 
paid the funeral honours to this great 
prophet himself; and in a valley in 
the land of Moab, over-against Beth- 
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man ever knew where his e ene 

Was. S 

Thus departed this Tife; * Moses, 
a most eminent Fervant of God, and 


2 *. 
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Miſes. Thus fr the ene bi 
Aung 


and is thence called the Pentateuch. All antiquity, both 


sacred and profane, acknowledge Moses to have been the 
legislator of the Jews; and that whole nation had always 


carefully reserved his Books as containing their Law. 
As 10 18 
1. It. is the most ancient 


king of Argos, Who lived six hundred years before the 
war of Cecrops, king of Athens, who 2 three hun- 


years before that war, it is certain he was much older 1 


than Homer, or 22 or any profane writer. 


'2. Moses was t only perzon that had a e 
historical account of eg origin of the World, and who * | 
Had continued that history uniform, and without any inter- 


ru tion, to his own time. 
the first ages Was, as they owned themselves, mere 8. 

. darkness, and fable. 

* e ee eee 
1 of what he v wrote, and when it mig it have been eay 


| 10 ea erer him of coma he W 
We have nothing; in ancient Kistory, to | rove that - 


World is older than Moses represents it. in- 
2 for the Poets have been ex dg naue Be 
"WM ; 


* 


ns of Mos 8 ] S 
beveral nations. We there find the origi 


which contains the five first Books of the Bible, 
nations, and their ancient names, which many of them 


tion, yet reason -ought to 


truth of the history, we have several rook. | 
in the world; for 


* when the World 
n whether Moges was CURES. with Inachus the first 


-All that others have written : 


1. 
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pas wütet bin 50 dy, that no 


* N eat conduQor of his chosen 
— by whom he was lamented 
with great solemnity, weeping and 
mourning for him in the Ti of 


ft 4 1 TEE! 1 


— 341 
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a His histo agrees ih the Nea bistorians of 
5 inals of several 


have preserved. But if religion did not convince us, 
chat Bocks of Moses were written by divine inspira- 
suade us, that this history 
of Moses is true, and che only one wherein we can and 

n, and how long it has lasted. — 


As for the last chapter of Deuteronomy, it was pro- 


bably written by Joshua, as Preparation to his history, 


and could not be aupposed to be written by Moses, hb | 
ing an account of his death. 


Josephus, the celebrated ws, gives Moves | the 


; following character: 


He exceeded all that wer 8 before BY in wis- 
wy, and made the best use of what he understood. © 


is address as a Speaker, was admirable, es W «pay in 
those speeches which were made in public. But at the 
same time he was $0 a master of his own passions, 


that he seemed to have none, or knew chem ily by 
name, and by observing/ them in others. 3 | 

He was one of the greatest Commanders. . a ; 
phet there was never 5 equal; for all his Words were 
otacles. Nor Was he less fambus to Posterity for his writ- 


ings, than he was ta the age he lived in for his aftions.” 
e hin e N 
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oa fre Veg III priest Eleazar laying his hand upon 
e I him, and disposing to him some of 
'. CHAP. J. the honour that was 1 11 himself, 
f aun 40, 11-1 + 14 b 1 TRE ER OF OR WR COS 
JOSHUA SUCCEEDS MOSES IN THE CON- | gation, £7, 
DUCT OF THE ISRAELITES, AND 1S | © Beingnow ready to enter and take 
FORMALLY INSTALLED INTO HIS OF- possession of the promised land, God, 
1 e eee eee, are for Joshna's greater encouragement, 
VIEW THE LAND OF JERICHO : THEY | Sen Oe 801 ee ee 
DF AND { 27, 6 08 HIPS THO ENNCORG on 
| AFTERWARDS RETURN. THE ISRAEL. express command, as he had before 
łxs PASS THE RIVER JORDAN. CIR- | done to his servant (a) Moses, he led 
- CUMCISION RENEWED. + I the people over Jordan; telling him, 
Fe I | that every place upon which the sole 
| JOSHUA after the death of Moses, | of their PR should tread, should be 
who was, under God, the great | their own; and assuring him, that 
conductor of the Israelites, succeeded | there should not any man be able to 
to his office, and was installed into stand before him all the days of his 
the same with the usual ceremonies. | life: For, as he had been with Moses, 
Having been immediately under the so he would be with him, and never 
direction of Moses, near forty years, | fail nor forsake him: Therefore he 
in which he had been eye-witness to bade him be strong and of good cou- 
many wonderful exertions of provi- | rage, for he should divide the land 
dence in behalf of God's chosen peo- | for an inheritance to the people. And 
ple; he appeared to have been pe-.| to engage him to a performanee of 
euliarly adapted to the very tmport- the law which he had delivered to 
ant work allotted him, at the pleasure | Moses, he annexed a continual series 
of the Almighty, and, by the ge- | of prosperity and success; charging 
nera leonsent of the people, the | him to make it his study day and 
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| (4); Moſer. God tpake now to Je by h gc, kee I I Tre ata 
z he had dene te Nhe when be gore him the law. upon appeared or spoke to any one, it must be . > 
| Wer "i upon || appeared or-5pol y one, understood, that 
mount Sinai, as appears from Cal. iii. 19. For angels | he did not by himself but by his angels. | 
night, 


are the ministring pirits of God, Heb, i. 14. For which [ 


night, as the standard of all his future | 
actions, and repeating his former as- | 
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surance of his 


— 


presence with him 


 wheresoever he went. 


Joshua, thus encouraged by the 


promise of God, prepared to execute 


the divine command, and that no- 
thing material might be omitted, he 
ordered the officers to go through the 


camp and give notice to the people, 
that within a few days they should 


ass the Jordan, in order to possess 


5 the land which the Lord their God 


A COMPLETE HISTORY 


had given them, and that they should 


in the text, before the sending the-spies 4 
jt seems the spies were sent before that, and returned to the 
- _ at Shuttum, before they took their march towards 


provide themselves with victuals for 
such a march. The city of Jericho 
was just opposite to the place where 


they were to pass. Joshua therefore 


(5) before his order for their making 


provision for this march, sent two 
spies thither to observe the situation 
aud strength of the place, and the 

avenues to it; because it would be 
the first place they were to attack, af- 


ter they had passed the river. 


These spies entering Jericho, went 


to a public house of entertainment, 


which was kept by (c) Rahab, and 
their lodging. But be- 
ä by some to go in there, 
nformation was speedily given to the 
King of Jericho, that two Israelites 


there took up 
ing observed 


were come to search the country. 


— „* 
1 


0 Before. This diredion for marching 
en But 


1 ˖ : 3 . ; 
{c) Rakab. Many interpreters have been at a loss to 


pon this, the king sent to Rahab | 


_ "conceive why this woman, who was an host ess, and kept an 


: 


* 


bouse of entertainment for strangers, should be called an 


barlot. But they ought to have considerered, chat in tbe 


Esstern countries, in those early ages, every woman who 
3 Me 5 | 8 8 


„ 
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to produce them; but she, having 
timely notice, had hid them upon 
> hs ( d) roof of the house under 
spread there. 5 
Having thus secured the men, she 
ut off the king's messengers with a 
eigned story, pretending that some 
men came to her house, but she knew 
not what they were, nor whence they 
came; and that when it was dark, 
before the gates were shut, they went 
out, but she knew not whither; and 
to prevent any farther suspicion, she 
advised- to pursue them quickly, for 
they could notbe far off. They there- 
fore sent out several to take them, 
who went as far as the fords of Jor- 
dan, but in vain. . 
As soon as they were departed, Ra- 
hab went to the men she had hid, 
and thus accosted them; I know the 
Lord hath given you this land, and 
the fame of you i become jo terrible 


people are utterly diſ- 


che stalks of the flax, which she had 


TP: 


to us, that our 
JVC | 

Me have heard, how the Lord hath 
dried up the water of the Red Sea for 
you to paſs over, when ye came out.of 
Egypt and how ye ſubdued Siſion 
and Os, the two Amorite kings on the 
other fide of Jordan. I. 560% actions 
have flaſhed terror amongot our peo- 
ple, and quite diſpirited them. Your 
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kept an house of publick entertainment, was reckoned a 
prostitute, and that she was reckoned a victualler is un- 
, . g 
(d) Roof. The rooks of houses were then built flat, 
o that they could walk upon them and set their goods 
there, having battlements round them to secure them from 
falling off. . c . 
And such a roof it was that David afterwards walked 
upon, when he unhappily espied the fair Bathfheba bath- 

„ I hoe OY 
Ao God 


or 1E HOLY BIBLE. 


God is the only God in heaven and 
and Cond. Ee •Il 86 
Moro therefore, in regard of the 
ſervice I have done in concealing You, 
/hew favour to me and my family, 
when, you come into power, and ſave 
' us alive; and of this ye ſhall give me 
＋ͤ 4 eons iron ra 
They readily promised upon their 
lives to secure her, and all that be- 


| longed to her. Upon which she let 


them down by a cord from the win- 
dow, which faced the country, for her 
house stood on the town-wall. :- 


9 
o 


When they were down, she advised | 


them to make to the mountains to 
avoid the pursuers, and to conceal 
themselves three days, till the search 
was over. eee 7 
The spies, seeing 
the woman, in consulting their secu- 
rity, resolved to make her easy in their 
promise to her; and for a token of 
their integrity, in the performance of 
It, gave her this farther assurance: 
When she should see the Israelitish 


army approach the town, they bade 
her be sure to tie a (e) scarlet twine 


in the window through which she let 


them down, and to bring her father 


and mother, brethren, and all her fa- 
mily, home to her, and be careful to 
ceep. them within doors, that when 
their forces should enter the town, by 
this token they might distinguish the 
house and spare them. And if an 
should straggle from their house, their 


blood should be upon their own heads; 


—— OY 2 þ 
1 


s 
1 


(0) Scarlet. This: being a token of deliverance to 
6 and her family, is not unaptly reckoned a type of 
e blood of Christ, by which we are delivered from 


| 1 

1 * 
8 

| 


8 


the sincerity of 


ap. 


fathers who wrote allegorically, particularly St. Ambrose 


but if any one in the house should. 
come to any damage, they would an- 


swr for it. To these terms she gladly 
agreed, and so dismissed them. 


The spies, having hitherto thus hap- l 
pily succeeded, took Rahab's advice, 


and made the best of their way to the 


mountains, where they lay hid three 


days; in which time those that went 
in pursuit of them, despairing to find 


them, returned to Jericho ; and the 
Spies, descending from the mountains, 


forded over Jordan, arrived safe in 
the camp, and gave Joshua, their ge- 


neral, a faithful account of their ex- 
pedition, adding, That for certain the 
Lord had delivered the country in 
their hands; for the people were 


| quite dispirited at the fame of them. 


Joshua, alarmed at this inform - 
ation, departed from Shittim, and led 


the people down to the river. Then 
putting the tribes of Reuben and Gad, 
and the half tribe of Manasseh, in 


mind of the agreement made between 
Moses and them, That they, leaving 
their families and cattle on this side 
Jordan, should with their best forces 
go over armed before their brethren, 
to help to subdue their enemies and 
place them in their possessions. They 
acknowledged the agreement, and de- 
clared their readiness to go ; promis- 


ing in all things to be subject to him 


their general, as they had been to 
Moses, and in all things to obey his 


commands, under the penalty of 


den! | 


* 


the death of zol end body. This is the opinion of tote 


and St. Augustine. 


F 


OY 


Provision ben na for the army 


in their march, the officers going 


through the host, commanded the 
people, that when they should see the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord their 


God, and the priests, the Levites, 


bearing it, then they should move 
and follow it, that they might know 
the way by which they were to go; 


because ee never betore passed 


that way. 


And that a e 505 be ob- 
to Joshua, in promising to magnify 


served in their march, direction was 


given that they should leave a space 
of about two thousand cubits between | 


the ark and them. | 

These dispositions being made, 
Joshua early in the morning, on the 
ninth day of the first month, exhorted 
the 
because the Lord would do wonders 
next day among them: and giving or- 
ders for the priests to move, they took 
up the ark, and marched with it be- 


fore the people to the banks of Jor- 


Fang: where they halted, 


Here the Lord told Joblwan, that 


he, would so distinguish him in the 
sight of Israel, that they should know 
his presence should be with him, as 
10 had been with Moses. 


He directed him to bid the p e 


who were to carrythe ark, stop upon 


the brink: of the river, which they 


e 


and Joshua thereupon calling 


eople together, to hear the words 


IR EE Lord their God, 


tlie living God was amongſt them, and 
would drive out the nations from be- 


— 


Dos told them, 
| 7 12 they ſhould hereby know, that. 


ben... Adis. 


fore them: For the ark of the cove- 


nant of the Lord of all the earth, 5 


8 faſs 88 tem into the iber 


kr 


ä 


people to sanctify themselves, 


place. 


shua had ordere 
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Jordan, and as ſoon as the feet of 
the prieſts that bare it ſhould touch 
| the waters, they ſhould buche, and 


n on heap. 
Accordingly, the prievts nate 


| into the river with the ark, and stop- 
ping in the midst of it, they Stood 
on firm ground; the rapid Stream di- 


viding, and the waters forgetting their 


fluidity; condense in ans ind to afford 


es a dry passage. 


Thus did God make mer ly word 
him in the sight of the people, by di- 


viding the waters of Jordan, as he 


had done before to Moses, when the 
Israelites had passed the Red Sea. 
Before this miraculous exertion of 
divine power, the Lord commanded 
Joshua to select twelve men, one out 
of each tribe, who, as soon as the 
people had passed the river, were to 
take up twelve stones from che place 
here the priests stood on dry ground, 
according to the number of the twelve 


tribes, and to set them up as a memo- 


rial of this great miracle, in that 
- HE commanded them like- 
wise to take other twelve stones and 


to carry them on shore, for another 
memorial of the same miracle. THE, 


The priests that carried the ark 
walked on dry ground to the midst 
of Jordan, and sto opping there as Jo- 

them, he com- 
manded the rest of the people to fol- 
low, forty thousand of the tribes of 


Reuben and Gad, and the half tribe 
_ of Manasseh, well armed, leading 


g the 
Van. 

When they were all safely tied | 
on the other side of the river, the Ge- 


_neral commanded the priests that 


bare 
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hearts sunk for fear, and their cou- 


bare the ark, which stood in the midst 


of Jordan, till all the people had pas- 
sed over to come out of the river with 


it, which they had no sooner done, 
but the waters returned to their na- 
tural channel, and overflowed the 
banks as they usually did. e 


The Israelites, having thus securely - 


passed Jordan, on the tenth day of 
the first month, encamped in a place 
called afterwards Gilgal, which was 
in the east- border of Jericho. Here 
Joshua erected the twelve stones, 
which the twelve men had brought 
out of Jordan as a monument to pos- 
terity, that when the descendants of 
the Israelites in future times should 
ask the reason of it, they might know, 
that the Lord their God had dried up 


the waters of Jordan, and caused his 


bu Israel to pass that river on dry 
land, as he had formerly dried up the 

Red Sea, for their passage out of 
Egypt; and that all the people of the 


earth might be sensible of 1 omni- 


potency of the mighty God of Israel. 


This extraordinary event was soon 


rumoured throughout the adjacent 
parts, and filled the people with 


{ 


amazement and horror; for when the 


kings of the Amorites, which wereon | - 


the west side of Jordan, and the kings 
of the Canaanites, which inhabited by 


the sea, heard that the Lord had mi- 


raculously conveyed his people over 
the river by dividing the waters, their 


* „ * — * 


C) Shame. As the Lsraelites had been in a state 


of slavery in Egypt, which always implies shame, God 
here declares upon their passing the river, that their 
former reproach is taken away, and they are become as 
free as their tyrannical masters the Egyptians. | 


i 


— 


1 


cumcision, the 1s 
done was then called (g) Giga. Here 


139 


rage failed them. 5 Hh 
Joshua having thus conducted the 


Israelites over the river, God com- 
manded him to cause them all to be 
circumcised: Which being done, the 


Lord said to Joshua, This day I have 
taken, away the f ſhame of Egypt 


from you. And from this act of CIr- 
place where it was 


the Israelites tarried till their circum- 


cision-wounds were healed; and here 


it was they kept the () passover, on 


che fourteenth day of the first month 


in the evening. | 

Now the Israelites began to enjoy 
the good of the Land; the delicious 
products of the promised inheritance: 
For on the next day after the passover 
they eat of the corn, and there being 
plenty of all fruits, on the morrow 
the manna was withdrawn. 


. | 
AN ANGEL. APPEARS TO JOSHUA. JE- 
RICHO TAKEN. / THE WALLS FALL 
DOWN. THE ISRAELITES ARE CON- 
QUERED AT AI. ACHAN PUNISHED As 
THE CAUSE OF GOD'S: DISPLEASURE. 
IHE ISRAELITES CONQUER THEIR E. 
NEMIES AT AI. 5 
| . e things being ready for ap- 
1 proaching the city of Jericho, 


- 


Joshua gave the word, and the army 


__ marched 


- circumcision, which was there renewed. - It lay about two- |. 


miles to the north-east of Jericho: and St. Jerom tells us, 
that it was, in his time, held in great veneration by the in- 
habitants of this country. „ 
() Paſsover, This was the third Passover the Israel - 
ites celebrated. 55 : 5 


I 7 b 
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marched towards it. The place was 
strong, well provided, and full of in- 
habitants, who had retired into it, and 
seemed resolved to make a brave de- 
tence. Joshua therefore undertook 
to view the place by himself, in order 
to find out the most advantageous ap- 
proaches to it. Whilst he was mak- 
ing his observation, there appeared, 


as he thought, the awful form of a 


man, but with a lustre in his face, that 
bespoke him more than mortal. In 


his hand he held a flaming sword, and 
e far surpassed 

man nature. The Is- 
raelitish General advanced to this (a) 
great Unknown, with a courage be- 
coming his character, and boldly de- 


his whole 5 
any thing of 


u 


manded who he was for? He answer- 


ed, For Israel, of whose army and peo- | 

Hz _. | that the army marched directly up to 
he General fell {5) 
Prostrate, and waited the command 
of his Lord, who bade him loose his 


ple he was the {> roar 8 


At these words t 


— 
* 


sandals, and not profane the holy 


place with irreverent approaches. 
2 obeyed, and received new or- 


ders for the better management of the 
siege of ſericho: he was to cause all 


the forces to march round the place 
six days successively, and that the se- 
venth day the priests should take the 


— 
2 >. — 


The first was, the day beſore they came out of Egypt. x 
The second, was the vear on their receiving the 
3 e e . to Emmars, he appeared in the habit of a traveller, &c. 


4 
4 
19 
8 
N 


Law, and setting Tabernacle in Sinai. 


up the | | 
'The third, ads here in the Holy Land, in the plains 


85 He calls himself the captain of the 
Lord's host, and the Jews always believed that he was the 


of Jericho. 
(sa) Great, &c. 


Messiah, who had assumed 


a human shape to encourage 
their Leader. „ ks | 


ö 


2 2 


— 3 
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seven trumpets made of ram's horns, 
which were used to declare the 7u- 


j 


! 


a shout, for then t 


march in at the 
rectly before him. 


bilee year; that they should go before 
the ark, and round the city, and when 


the trumpets sounded first loud, and 


then low, the people should all give 

1 walls of the eity 
should fall, and every man should 
place which was di- 


Having rounded the city six days 
as they were commanded, on the se- 
venth by break of day they compas- 
sed it seven times, — at the seventh 
time, when the priests blew up the 


trumpets, the general said to the peo- 


ple, Shout! for the Lord hath given 


| you the city. With that the people 


gave a shout, and thereupon the 
walls of the city fell down flat; $0 


it, and took it, putting all to the 


sword, both man and beast, old and 


dung: only Rahab, and those in her 
45 were saved alive; for Joshua 
had given a strict charge before - hand 
to the two spies (which she bad for- 
merly coneealed) to take care, when 
the town should be taken, to go to 


her house, and bring out her family, 


in discharge of their oath to her. 
Which they accordingly did, and left 


Thus Christ appeared to Mary Magdalen in the garden 


| in the shape of a gardener. To the twodisciples walking 


12 - 


(b) Proftrate. By this att of adoration, the title of 
| d and given by Joshua and accepted by the 
other, it is evident, that this Guardian or Captain of the 
Lord's host was Christ, the son of God, who was a 
in this manner to appear to Joshua, both to encourage and 


. her 


Boox III. 


her with all her kindredand substance 
safe (/ without the camp of Israel. 
Then setting fire to the city they de- 
stroyed every thing in it, except the 
silver and gold, and vessels of brass 
and iron, which were put into the 
treasury of the house of the Lord, as 


it had been commanded. And lest 
any one should attempt to rebuild 


this city, Joshua published this pro- 
reer a imprecation on the bold un- 
dertaker; That he ſhould lay the 

foundation thereof in his firft-born, 

SP, Jet up the gates thereof in fis 
50 


ungeſt ſon : by which he meant, that 


it should be the (g) ruin of his fa- 
my. — 


Joshua seems to have been per- 


suaded of the success of this under- 
taking, for before the city was taken, 
Joshua had cautioned the people not 
to F any thing that was in it, but 
to destroy all that lay in their way, 
except silver, gold, brass, and iron; 
which were to be consecrated to the 
Lord. And therefore he warned 
them not to meddle with any thing, 
for fear of bringing a curse, not only 
upon themselves, but upon all the 
nation of the Israelites. | 
Notwithstanding the strict charge 
of Joshua against meddling with any 
thing that was devoted to this general 
destruction, or consecrated to the 
Lord, yet so prevailing was the sa- 
crilegious thirst of gold, that one of 
the tribe of Judah, whose name was 


Achan, contrary to the command of 


1 
Wen 


( Without, &c. Being Aliens, or Heathens, they 
were not permitted to come within the camp, üll they were 
proelyted, and legally purified, 

(g) Ruin, This was exactly fulfilled in Hiel the 
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the general, took some things of the 
spoil of either sort and hid them. 
This proved of ill consequence to Is- 
rael in general, which was discovered 
upon this occasion. e 

Joshua being desirous to take in a 


little city, named Ai, near Bethaven, 


to the east of Bethel, and knowing 
that it was neither populous nor well 
defended, detached a body of three 
thousand men only to go and attack 
it; who no sooner approached the 
town, but the inhabitants sallied out 
and repulsed them, and drove them 
to their camp; whither those that es- 
caped went so frighted, that they 
brought a terror upon the whole 
army. te Bo: 
This defeat so afflicted Joshua, that 
rending his cloaths, and prostratin 
himself before the ark of the ee 


he lay there till the evening, both he 


and the elders, in token of extreme 

sorrow and humiliation, sprinkling 

dust on their reverend heads. i 
But Joshua being wholly ignorant 


of the offence, and desirous to know 


the cause that had provoked God 
thus to desert his people, in this hum- 


ble expostulation, complained to him, 


Wherefore, O Lord God, haſt thou 
brought this people over Jordan, to 
deliver them into the hands of the 


Amorites to deſtroy them? We had 


been happy, hadſt thou permitted us 
to have dwelt on the other fide of 
Jordan. What ſhall I ſay, when I. 
rael turn their backs upon their ene- 


. 


| Bethelite ; who in the days of Ahab king of Israel (about 


five hundred years after) began to rebuild 2 with 
the loss of his eldest on Abiram, and finished it with the 
loss of Segub his youngest son. 5 N 

| mies ? 


Tt Fe 
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mies For when the Canaanites, and 


all ine inhabitants of this land /hall 
hear this, they will encompaſs us, and 
cut us off ; and what will become of 
% honour ? 3 


the conquest the enemy had obtained 
over them, or pine under the appre- 


hension of being deserted by him, 


God told him there was a latent cause 
of his displeasure among the people: 
that some of them had taken of the 


(AY accursed thing, and also of those 


things which were devoted to the 
Lord, and, pretending as if they had 


brought it all into the treasury of | 


God, had concealed it for their own 
use. And to put him in a way to 
clear the camp of this accursed thing, 
which had brought this judgment 
upon them, the Lord commanded 
Joshua to proclaim among the peo- 


ple; Tiere is an accurſed thing in 
the madſt of thee, O Iſrael Ye can- 
not ſtand before your enemies, until 


ve have removed the accurſed thing 
. from among pou. Then directing 
Joshua, how he should find out the 
offender, and when he was found 
and convicted, how he should be pu- 


nished; he early next morning sum 


moned all the tribes before the Lord; 


and the lot being cast upon the tribes, 


2 3 1 SS . 


(IJ Keese, In ihe came bebe is the word anathe- | 


.ma used in the New. Testament, by St. Paul, who pro- 
- nounces offenders anathema, separated from God, that 
is, accursed: which is the old word for excommunication, 


upon the breach of several canons in the most early ages 


of the church. 


In this one instance tis observable, that though it was | 


but one man that was aftually guilty ; yet the guilt was 


charged upon the whole people, and they felt the effects 
. 2 had convicted and punished the offender. 


thereof, ti 


Ho great then is the guilt of nations in general, where 


ins are epidemical, and repeated from age to age? 


+ 


- 


C 


the tribe of Judah was the tribe to 
whom the guilty person belonged. 
Then proceeding by lot from tribe 
to family, from family to household, 


| 2221.  .,.,] and thence to particular persons, the 
Lest Joshua should be dispirited by 


lot fell at last upon Achan. Having 
thus happily discovered the person, 
Joshua, like a prudent judge, with 
great mildness examined the criminal, 
and brought him to a confession. 1 


| have. finned againſt the Lord God of 
 Tfrael, faid he, for when I jJawamong 


the ſport a (1) royal garment, and 
a 69; 0 ſhekebs 5 lover, with a 
(k) wedge of gold of - fifty ſhekels 
weight, my covetouſneſs prompted me 
to take them; which I did, and hid 
them in the earth in the midſt of my 
tent. „„ ws, lent : 


* 


hua, for his more evident con- 


"4 3068 
viklion, sent messengers to Achan's 
tent, who finding the things hid, as 


he had confessed, brought them to the 
assembly, and laid them before the 
Lord. And now Achan being duly 
convicted, by his own confession and 
the notoriousness of the fact, Joshua 
proceeded to execution by the express 


command of God; which was thus: 
they took Achan, with the garments, 


the money, and wedge of gold, as 
evidences of his guilt, and with him 
his (J) sons, his daughters, his cattle; 


+ * 


(i Royal. This is rendered Baby lonish, supposed 
to be rich, such a garment as the kings of Babylon for- 
merly wore. RE bn A. 

(=) Wedge, This was made in the form of a tongue, 
and for that reason is not improperly sometimes called a 


Tongue of Cold. 


Y Sons, &c. This judgment only appertains to 
God and to whom he will reveal it. To ing e hath ex- 


pressly commanded, not to punish the fathers for the child- 


ren, nor the children for the father's sake, but that 
every one should be put to death for his own sin. 


his 


. — 
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his tent, and all his moveables, and 
brought them into the valley of Achor 
(which from him took its name, sig- 
e trouble where he and his 4 | 
mily being first stoned, were after- 
wards burned, And to perpetuate the 


memory of this for a warning to 


OY 


Stones ehen, 
he vengeance of the Almighty 
being appeased by the sentence exe- 
cuted upon the delinquent Achan, 
he encouraged Joshua to attack Al 
afresh, assuring him that he had given 
the king of Ai and all bis people and 
country into his hand; and that he 
should do to them as he had done to 


others, they raised a great heap of 


1 


Jericho and her king 3 only for the 


encouragement of the soldiers, he al- 
lowed them plunder of the city and 


the cattle for themselves; giving 


Joshua particular (m) instructions to 
lay a party of men in (n) ambuscade 
behind the city. „„ w 
In order to this action, Joshua se- 
lected thirty thousand men, out of 
which he appointed five thousand to 
hide themselves between Bethel and 
Ai, who, upon the signal that he 
should give them, which was by hold- 
ing up a spear with a banner upon it, 
should enter the city, and set it on 
fire; himself having first by another 
stratagem drawn all the forces out of 
the town to persue him in his pre- 
FF oO Po, IF 55 
Every thing Hong prepared ac- 
cording to the direction of Joshua, 
he drew up before the north part of 


* 


nee „ 


. 2 m Inſtructions. God would not destroy Ai by a 
muracle, as he had 2 because he had a mind 


—— 


— 


* 


© make is rere ormlable for der power nd policy 


1 
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hy ol” 


| read of in history. 


and put all he found in it to the | 


che city of Ai, and towards night he 
marched into the valley in sight of 
the enemy to tempt them to sally out 
upon him. This succeeded as Jo- 


shua desired; for the king of Al 


thinking he had them sure now, early 


the next morning drew ont all his 
forces to give Israel battle; who at 


the first charge gave way, and fled.- 

This so animated the king of Als 
army, that concluding the Israelites 
| fled indeed through fear of them, 


they called out all the citizens to 
assist in the, pursuit; which they 
eagerly did, leaving the town naked 


and defenceless. But this confidence 


of victory cost them dear; for when 
Joshua by his sham flight had drawn 
them a good distance from the city, 
he gave the signal to the ambuscade, 
who immediately entered the city, 


and set it on fire. When Joshua by 
the smoak, perceived his men had 


ossessed themselves of the town, he 
aced about, and charged the Aian 


army; who, not in the least expect- 
ing the Israelites would rally, began 
to think of retiring into the city: but 


when they saw their city in flames, 
they were so dispirited that they had 


no power to fight or fly. In the mean 


time the ambuscade having perform- 
ed their orders in burning the city, 
fell upon the rear of the king of Als 
dismayed forces, who being thus en- 


4 compassed were cut to pieces. 


Having thus completely vanquish- 
ed the enemy; Joshua marched to Ai 


— 


to other nations, with whom they were 3 to engage. | 
u Ambuſcade, This was the first ambuscade we 


Sword: 


E 


sword: so that the number of the 


slain that day amounted to twelve 
A men and women. 


The cattle and spoil of W wh city 
was given to the soldiers, who burnt _ 
and made it a heap of rub- 


the city 
bish. As for the king of Ai, he was 
taken prisoner in the fight; and be- 
ing brought before the general, he 


was by. Ns command hanged on a | 
at which time he 


was taken down: and buried under a 


tree till sun-set, 


at heap of stones at EY entrance 
of whe gate of the 1 8 


char 11. 


Done ER ECTS AN ALTAR, AND RE. : 
- PEATS TO THE PEOPLE THE. WORDS | 


OF THE LAW OF MOSES. SEVERAL. ' 


KINGS COMBINE: AGAINST ISRAEL, | 
AND ARE CONDEMNED TO PERPE- | 


TUAL BONDAGE. . JOSHUA RESCUES © 


 GIBEON FROM THE ATTACK OF FIVE | 
' "KINGS. IS EMPOWERED TO CONFIRM | 
HIS AUTHORITY'BY AN EXTRAORDI. 


te e COMMAND. RETURNS AND RE. 
” ENCAMPS HIS ARMY IN GILGAL. | 


OBTAINS DIVERS SIGNAL VICTORIES. . 
THE TRIBES ARE APPOINTED THEIR | 


- DISTINCT LOTS. OF INHERITANCE. 
DEATH OF: JOSHUA... e 


T OSHUA. having waa happily 
succeeded in this action against 
Ai, in token of gratitude to the great 


| (o Copy. The language of Jews was the same that 

the Canaanites used, and therefore it is no great difficulty 
wo apprekend how many of the Gentile nations came to | 
imitate 5 ä of W — 1 


®- a. 


* 
5s 
, 


giver of victory, erected an Altar to 
him in Mount Ebal, as the Lord had 
| wy Moses before commanded ; on 
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which he offered burnt 3 and 
sacrificed peace- offerings. And then 
be not only read unto the people, 
both Israelites and strangers, the 
words of the law given by Moses, 
but wrote also upon great stones a (o) 
copy of the law w ich S * 
written. 
The fame of the ies success 
inst Jericho and Ai, and the terri- 
ble my hter of 'the inhabitants, a- 
larmed all the kings on that side Jor- 
dan, who, consulting the common se- 
curity,confederated together, and en- 
tered into a league for e nn 
melence>”: - - 
But the Gibeonites, who: were more 


deeply affected with the rumour of 


the Israclites courage and power, dis- 
trusting a confederated force against 
$0 great and numerousa people, and 
so well skilled in the art of war, had 
_recourse to astratagem to save them- 
selves from the general destruction, 
which 'they plainly percexyed hung 
over their heads, 

They chose a certain number of 
dais men, who were instructed to 
feign themselves to be ambassadors, 
come from a far country, to treat for 
peace _ enter into a e ann 
Israel. 

To give this Wen an air of + 
truth, they dressed themselves in old 
cloaths, with old clouted shoes on 
their feet, and put dry mouldy bread 
into old racks, and wine inte old! * 
bottles. . 

Thus accoured; they « came to the 


and rites, Since the Mosaic law Was 80 eds + exper 

to the sight of all. 
Old Bottles. These bottles were made of leather, in which | 

they Formerly, and now in some countries keep their wine. 


Israelitish 
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sentin themselves before the gene- 
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d 


him, they. were come from a 


ral, t 
enter in- 


far country, and desired to 


to a league with Israel. 
The people at first suspected these 
ambassadors, and told them, that per- 
haps they possessed part of that land 
which God had given them, and, if 
so, they could not make peace with 
them. Jogbain putting the question di- 


realy io chem, asked them, who 


they were, and from whence they 
came to which they cunningly, but 


 Falkely replied, From-a Jar country. 


are we come, where we have heard of 


tie fame of the Lord thy G, of all. 
that hie did for thee in Egypt, and to 


Sion and Og, the Amorite kings. 
| Wherefore our governors bid us take 
proufron for our journey, and tell 
you, we are your ſervants, and defire 
to be in amity with your. 144 


Then producing their mouldy 


bread, their torn bottles, and their 
old cloaths, and shoes, they assured 
them, that they took the bread hot 
aut of their houses, when they came 


from home; that their bottles were 
then new; and that their garments 


and shoes were worn old by reason 


of the length of their journey... -----. 
The Israelites were prevailed on in 
this respect, though they had an in- 
fallible method of coming to the 


knowledge of the deceit... But neg- 
lecting to ask counsel at the mouth of 


the Lord, they suffered themselves to 
be imposed on by the seeming simpli- 
city eee Eibeonites. 
his stratagem of theirs had its de- 
sired effect. The credulous Israclites 
believed the plausible story of the 


[EPL 
3 . 


1: Gibeonites, confirmed sufficiently, as 


52 


ht, by demonstrable to- 


| they, OUS 5 i 
| kens, and of which their own. eyes 
were judges: so that without any 
farther hesitation or scruple, they re- 
ceived them into their alliance; Jo- 

shua making peace with them to let : 
them live, and the princes of the 
congregation swearing solemnly to 
ohh ⁰ ĩð- ew hers 2 
But within three days this cheat 
| was discovered; and they, who pre- 
: tended to come from a distant coun- 
try, proved to be their neighbours, 
and inhabited a part of that land 
which God had given Israel to pos- 
When the Israelites found out the 
design of the Gibeonites, which was 
to prevent their cities from sharing 
the fate of their neighbours, they 
could not forbear mutinying against 
| the princes who had sworn to ob- 
serve the league; which they per- 
[ ceiving, endeavoured to pacify them 
| by. urging. the necessity they were 
under of 5 —2 their oath, lest they 
should incur God's displeasure ; and 
that though the alliance extended to 
the saving their lives, yet it did not 
exempt them from tribute or service, 
from which they might Nr con- 
| siderable_ advantages, intending to 
make them hewers of wood, 4 
drawers of water for the use of all 
che congreg ation 
This being approved, appeased the 
people, and Joshua, calling for the 
{| Gibeomtes,: expostulated the matter 
| with them, for thus imposing on and 
| deceiving them: they in excuse an- 
swered, that. they were sensible God 
„ e © they 
j 
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they dwelt, aid binnen ted them to 


: thy land, 


ites from the fury 
who would have put them all to the 
sword. But ORs h they had by this 
policy saved their lives, With the loss ] 
| there hid themselves from the pursuit 
of the enemy; but Þ 
telligence 


rate Teague with 


| bron, f 


Kill all the inhabitants; and that they, 


5 Had made use of this ment to 
sabe their lives. 


"Thigh they” Hchpelt with their 


lives, they were justly condemned to 


perpetua poncage, as a punishment 
or Their wicked design, and Joshua, 
himself pronounced this 1 exp a- 


gaingt them: Now therefore are ye 
cur fed, and there 76 70 none of you be 
Free from being bondmen, even he- 

ers of wood, and drawers of water, 


for, 4. 


wu Houſe of my Cod. I. 
The 3 2 8 5 Io to come off 
"$0 well, replied, Behotl, We are in 
with 10 what thou tilt. 
Thus Joshua delivered the Gibeon- 


of their liberty; yet their neighbours 
the Amorites put them in fresh dan- 


ger of losing thetn. For deserting the 


common interest, and making a sepa- 
they resolved to take reven 


„ Tedus, taking with him four 95 
bouring kings, Homan, king of 
ram, king of armut 
King of L athiat and Debir, 
Eglon, with their omed forces, they 
en amped before Gibeon. 
The Gibeonites 
5 the strength or thei 
tent 0. We orce, 
patched 4 away ris ae 0 their 


ney ro 


AZ 
AH. F A HERE 1 
2 0. 1 of the rei 
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of the Israelites, 


3 


8 


2 2 1 2 


3 — 


8 


not daring ts trust 
inst 


IE 


Israel for b e | 
of them. 
Accordingly, Adonizedec, King of N 


«Ms er 6 * * 


aps | - Thar ight not want time to 
ook 3 | « comp . victory, Joshua, ad- 


: — EN aver "the ea 8 a 
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new and great allies, to their camp 3 
Silgal, 
the mountains, had armed against 
them; ; and to entreat them to come 


to acquaint them, That the 
ngs of the Amorites, that dwelt in 


to their relief with speed. b 
Joshua was bound in deheur aud 


interest to succour them, to which 
God himself gave particular encou- 


ent, assuring him of victor 
Upon which Joshua, by a swift march, 


came up with them by night, and sur- 3 


prized: them in the morning. (Owl, 
The action was hot for some time, 


but they were soon put to flight ; and 
as they fled, a storm of hail overtook 


them, hich fell with such violence 
upon them, that more were destroyed 


by che hail-sfones than by the sword. 


The five confederate kings, escap- 


ing the storm, in their flight, made to 
a cave in a place called Madekah, and 


a having! in- 
ce of their concealment, or- 
dered the cave to be blocked up, and 
set a guard upon it, to prevent their 


escape; commanding the rest of the 
army to continue the pursuit, and to 


do execution on their enemies, lest they 
should retreat to any fortified place. 


Ing himself to God in prayer, re- 
ceived authority from him to com- 
mand the sun, in the sight of Israel, 
to Stand still, saying, Sun, and thou 
Nill upon Gibeon, and thou Moon in 

ee of Ajalon, Ore nel 
tem ne Nethinimis 5 s, Giver.) 
wh 9 — This . years in 


ET 


- 
* 3 
\ 0 a 
x 
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The heavenly orbs obeyed, and 


stood unmoved at his command. This 


vas a long day indeed; for never be- 


fore or since did God honour man 80 
much as to change the course of na- 
ture, and stop che motion of rolling 
nn ͤ i id eats. 
Having received so rema rkable E 
Pr arte. divine favour and concur- 
rence, in vanquishing the foes of Is 


rael, Joshua returned from the chase, 
and ordered the cave to be opened, | 
the Hazorites, whose king 


where the five kings lay hid, he com- 
manded them to be brought before 
him. Then calling for the officers of 
the army, he bade them set their feet 


upon the necks of those kings; which 
ron, and to the king of Ach 


they did. This was not to insult over 


the wretched captives, but an emble- 
matical prediction of their future suc- 
cess over the enemies of God's peo- 


ple: for thus, says Joshua, I. ill do 
to all that oppose you, Then com- 


manding execution to be done upon 


them, he caused them to be hanged 


up on several trees until the evening; 

wphen he ordered them to be taken 

_ down; and cast into the cave where 

they had hid themselves, making their 

4 [ gage Joshua, whose God, to chastise 
t 


intended sanRuary their sepulchre. 


Having totally routed the com- | ; 
es oeded to re- mies, and to encourage; his, General, 
duce the cities to the . of the tO ke OT £0: 
| Morrow, says he, I will deliver them 
into the hangs o Iſrael, and thou 


bined forces, Joshua proceeded to re- 
Israelites. He marched first to Ma- 
kedah ; then to Libnah; from'thence 

to Lachish, where he slew the king of 
zezer, Who came to the relief of La- 
cChish. From Lachish he marched to 
Eglon, from Eglon to Hebron, and 
from Hebron to Debir. All which 


_— 


Geenen, All these gest sichereren 
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are by 
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| exploits, and conquered so many kit 
and nations in () one expedition 
through the assistance of the mighty 
God of Israel, returned with his vic- 
torious army to his camp at Gilgal. 
The signal conquests of the Israel- 
 1tes spread a fame, and greatly alarm- 


- | "oy 


laces he took-by$torm, and put the 


inhabitants, both kings and people to 
the sword, as God had commanded. 


Joshua having performed such great 
ings 


ed the more distant nations, especially 
thinking 


9 
it in vain for the princes of Canaan to 


encounter singly with so puissant and 
victorious an army, sent to Jobah, 


Shim- 
to all the neighbouring princes within 
reach, to invite them into a league, 
that with their united force they might 
drive the Israelites out of the land 


they had eonquered. 1 
b Enraged at the continual success 
of the Israelites, the different powers, 
next campaign, raised a very nume- 
rous army to engage Joshua; whose 


king of Madon, to the King, 0 
8 


— ts. 09. 


their chartots. .. 


es. 


hronologers reckoned to bave been per. 


God, to chastise the pride and pre- 
sumption of his enemies, and to en- 


e pride and presumption of his ene- 


de him not to fear them; For to- 


Halt diſable therr forſes and burn 


Relying on thestrengthof their num: 


bers, the combined potentates vainly 


flattered themselves they should in- 


1 


£ 
placed in 
* 


i SITY Ek EE r 
che year | 2553. 
1 timidate 


them, and in the pursuit put all to the 


timidate the general of the Israelites; 
but Joshua, in pursuance of the en- 
couragement and instructions God 
had given him, without delay took 
the field, marched directly towards 
the enemy, and fell so suddenly upon 
them, that he immediately routed 


sword. And because Jabin, the king 
of Hazor had been the head of the 
confederacy, he caused that city to 
be burnt to the ground; but all the 
other cities, whose inhabitants were 
slain in the action, he left standing, 
and gave the cattle and plunder of 
them to the soldiers. Thus did Jo- 
shua by degrees recover all the land 
of Canaan, subduing the people that 
possessed it, and slaying all theirkings, 
one and thirty in number, with the 
Anakims or Giants, of whom he left 
none remaining, except in Gaza, Gath, | 
and Ashdod. And now Joshua be- 
* to think of a settlement, which he 
1d, by dividing the land beyond 
3 the nine tribes and 
half; who being settled in their seve- 
ral possessions, Joshua set up the ta- 
bernacle at Shifoh. . 
Then calling the Reubenites; Gad- 
ites, and the half tribe of Manasseh, 
and acknowledging that they had 
faithfully kept their covenant in ac- 
companying their brethren, and help- 
ing them to subdue their enemies, he 
| kindly dismissed them, advising them 
to continue stedfast in their duty to 
God; and giving them his blessing, 
they returned to their families, loaded 
with spoils, consisting of gold, brass, 
iron, raiment, 2 ty of 


eattle, which was their share of the 
1 232 2 8 * 771 225 2 
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plunder taken from the enemy, dur- 


JG IPRA Dx, 
These two tribes and half, being 


safely arrived on the borders of Jor- 


dan, erefted an altar, not for any re- 
ligious use, but as a memorial to suc- 
ceeding ages, that though they were 


parted from their brethren by Jordan, 
| yet they were all of one extraction 
and religion, and had an equal right 


to the altar of the Lord at Shiloh, 


and the worship performed there. 
Ihis had like to have proved of fa-_ 
tal consequence, and occasioned a 


tribes; to whom the matter being ei- 
ther mis represented or they mis-ap- 


prehending it, and suspecting their 


brethren on the other side of Jordan 
were ready to revolt from God and 


them, they unanimously assembled 


. 


clare war against them, 
But before they proceeded to ex- 


their forces at Shiloh, in order to de- 


x 


tremities, they chose ten princes, one 
out of each tribe; and they, the chiefs 


of their families, with Phineas and 
Eleazar, were sent away to enquire 
into the cause of this new-erected al- 


tar. On their arrival, they accosted 
them in very severe terms, chargin 
; a Ms Seb mn eB: . wh r 
them with rebellion against the Lord. 
To aggravate the matter farther, they 


and tollet chem see that it was not out 
ol an officious busy temper or humour, 
that they came to them thus, but out 
of a generous concern for the whole 
People, they said, , you- thus rebel 
| agam/t the Lord, he mill ſoon. be an- 


gry with the -whole—congregation- of 
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This Wey enforchd by We intk in- 
stance of Achan. And to prevent 
any objection, and take from them all 
pretence of excuse or defence, they 
added, ¶ ye have done this from any 
apprehenſion; that the land ye poſſeſs 
on that fide Fordan is unclean, or leſs 
holy than ours, becauſe the Jaberna- 
cle is on our fide the T1ver, return and 


* 


”* 


ſettle among us, where the Taverna-' 


cle reſteth; but by no means. rebel 
againſt the Lord, nor us, in building 
you an altar befides the altar. f the 
4 Lor Wi | i 5 \ 1 Wye bs AN . 9x vo 4 4 
The Reubenites, Gadites and Ma- 
nassites, were very much concerned 
at the ill opinion their brethren en- 
tertained of them. But well knowing 
their on innocency, with a solemn 
appeal to God returned answer to 
hineas and his companions in this 


* 
e 


manner: n eee eee 
Ne Lord of the whole world, and 
all Tfrael, ſhall know how innocent we | 
are / the rebellion with which you | 
E77 © rot Mine | 
ue have ſet up an altar in opbo- 
ſition to the Lord's altar, let hini juuge 
and puniſh us; neither do ye ſhe u u 


any favour. But when ye ſhall know | 
the truth, you will find what: we haue 
done was to prevent what: 


4 
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For we confidered that in time to come, 
your children might ſay unto: our 
children, What have ye to do tuitn the 
Lord God of Tfraet ? * unt 

For fence the Lord hatli made Jor- 
dan a border and bound between. us. 
and you, you have no part in tha Lord. 
that is, you do not belong to the con- 
| e of the Lord, nor have any 

right to come before his tabernacie, 


74 
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nor 10 offer upon his altar; and fo 
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169 


your children might be an occafion to 
our children to turn rebels to the 
JJ CLEAR SLE 20 7c 85 
I fert fore we agreed to build an al- 
tar, not ſor burnt-offering; nor for 
ſacrifice, but to be à witneſs betrocen 
:you and us, and our generations af- 
ter us; that when we ſhould come to 
per form' ſervice to the Lord with our 
burnt-offering and ' ſacrifices before 
him, if your children ſhould ſay unto 
- our3 Je have no part in the Lord, 
our children might reply, Behold 
-the puttlern of the altar of the Lord, 
which "our fathers made, not to 
criſice upon, but to be a witneſs be. 
tween us and you. But as tothe mat- 
ter you charge us with, God forbid 
that we ſhould rebel againſt the Lord, 
and turn this day from following the 
Lord, to build an altar Jo burnt- 
offerings, meat offerings, or ſacrifices, 
J. fdes the 3 of our God, 46; 2 
before his tabernaclgwe. 
Phineas, and the princes of the 
people that were with him, struck 
with this just vindication of the Reu- 
benites, and the rest, applauded them 
for it; and Phineas, to testify his sense 


and approbation of their innocence, 


assured them that he esteemed the 
proof they had given of it, as a token 
of their regard to God, and of his 
presence with them. Then takin 
leave of their brethren, they returned 
in triumph to the Israelites at Shiloh, 


who with infinite pleasure and jo 


| 


received the good tidings of their bre- 

thren's innocence, and of their pious 
care and zeal to preserve their poste- 
rity in the fear and service of the 
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cob and his family went into Egypt, 


| - edndly done,; 


e | | BOS A COMPLETE! H. *. 
| and Aaron to deliver them, ious! Cans 


waGod : and changing their angry 
thoughts of war into those of tender- 


ness and peace, they bleszed God for 


the happy issue of this dangerous af- 


«as 


fair. As for the Reubenites and their | his 


brethren, to prevent any future jea- 


lousy or suspicion of their intentions, 


they called the altar which they had 


e 


buit ED, which signifies\ a witness, 


adding this as the reason of the name, 


For ut ſhall bea witneſs between us and | 
_ © OUT brethren,. the other tribes of 1f- | 


Fazl, that the Lord is God. Intimat- 
ing by this, that though they lived at 
a distance from the rest of their bre - 
thren, yet both had but one God, 

Who. was the God of Israel. 9 


Ihe great warrior of Israel having | 


; obtained a complete victory over his 
enemies, enjoyed the fruits of his la- 
bour in the agreeable, repose of a set- 


tled peace, and Ny last being grown || 


old, and foreseeing his end to be near 
at hand, he caused all Israel to be as- 
-8embled-: tO. whom he thus briefly | 


enumerated the blessings God had = | 
stowed on their ancestors and them 
sel ves: Four fathers dwelt on the 


other fide: o Jordan, from whence 


the Lord brought Abraham, luis ers 


_ ant, to this hapby:;country, | where: rey 
bleſſed his old age with a Jon, amd that 
Jon, with.two.others,, Jacob and Eau. 
Ea pofſefſed mount Ser ; but Ja- 


' whereitherr-poſterity remained under. 
Navi es 22 (G98 Job: 85 85 
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Ke de e le Ge aa 
een yk s of God in Egypt and at Red 


Sea, and wh 2 ple having been Witnesses of those re- , 
ap 


peals to them Whether Jen as not 


8 r of worshi And, as a ſeader in 1srael * '1 
EEE e his own choice. and the 
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not be ignorant of the wonders God 
wrought by their hands, wen he 
plagued Egypt for their: ſakes, nor of 
care in protecting them againſt 
the Amorites. Vourſelves have lately 
een conſederate nations fall before 
-you, and the way to an eaſy victory 
"for you over all yt enemies. And 
now. at laſt he hath left you in quiet 
Holſelfion of d land that aboundeth 
OY all manner of plen _ \ whoſe 
-happy foal, without:yaur labour yields 
| the comfortable product of all that na- 
| ture'can give. In recompenſe ſor all 
protettor and bene- 
requtresonly anexact obedience 
ro his laws. Then solemnly declar- 
ing, That what er Joever the reft 
ſhould: take, he and his houſe would 
ſerve the Lord; and exhorting them 
to a faithful observance of the laws 
of God, he invited them to renew 
their covenant with God. Which 
having done in very ample and si 
nificant terms, he wrote the 14 
of their covenant in the book of 
the Law of God. Then setting 
up a great stonę under an oak by 
the sanctuary of the Lord, he bade 
the people take notice, That that 
very stone should be a witness to 
them, to put them in mind of the eo- 
venant which they had made, to pre- 
vent them baren ee denying 
their Bal. 
3 _ r this, Jochua: being ar- 


£ 1 ry 4 a. 1 1 
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80 FORE to the Lord God of Israel; as " | 
im and his koufe they would ſerve the Lord. A happy 
and Lee n resolution, not only. worthy to be: followed 
by the master and head of every wg bur't 1 8 har 
. greatest honour and 6 in life. MET: 


| 


t 


rived 
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rived at the in and tenth year 
of his age, died, and was buried in 
the border of his inheritance, in 7in- 
mathi- Sera, i in mount Ephraim; which 
city, upon the division of the land 
amongst the tribes, the children of 
Israel by God's direction gave unto 
him, in token of gratitude for the 
many services and benefits they had 
received by: his administration. 
Much about the same time Soo 
died. Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the 
priest, whom they buried in a hill, 

which was given him in mount E- 
phraim, and which descended to Phi- 
neas his son, and successor in the 
priesthood. 


The children of Israel being wh | 


liged by oath to carry Joseph's bones 
into Shechem, and there bury. them 
Wm a $ pores, of ground which Jacob 

ormerly bought of the son of 


i OG the fatherof Shechem; which: | 
parcel of ground afterwards, became 


55 g wk Joop a en 
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0 ö The Lrraelites. 
tes were long without any king or sovereign. Every 


trite, being governed by. its Elders, chose its own com- 
| manders for war, and they by degrees subdued the rest of 
the inhabitants of te _— * e or m— 
ou tributaries. 5 
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Jung AND SIMEON ARE a0 tee 
BY GOD suCESSORS TO JOSHUA, IN 
IHE CONDUCT OF THE ISRAELLEES> 
THEIR SUCCESS © OVER 7 d BY ae Aya 
THEY, ARE REBUKED: BY. AN AN 
FOR THEIR NEGLECT OF THE D] Sik 
COMMAND.” WICKEDNESS A! le 
"NISHMENT Or THE $UCC: EDING 1 
” NERATION. ' PIETY Of MICAH, IN R 
STORING THE MONEY” WHICH 
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MOTHER HAD, THROUGH 1 
ZEAL DEVOTED TO THE port ro! 
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"PHE. (d) Braclites windfad alf Me 
advice of their deceased 3 | 
and warned by the dreadful 
ments that had been inflicted on the 
disobedience of their fore-fathers, 
presumed not to take any step at this 
critical juncture, without applying 
for the divine instruction; therefore 
' as there were still remaining several 
Canaanitish kings unconquered, and 
who might be troublesatne 40: them, 
they unanimously repaired to the 
oracle at Shiloh. to asl. direction: 
who should go Best up ſor them to 
fight the Canaanite s 
The Lord gave this first post of 
honour to the tribe of Judalʒ with an 
assurance of victory. Whereupon 
| they: invited the tribe of Simeon, 
Fern lot 28 within theirs, to ac. 
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The 3 Mm: war on, a. 
subdued them; but G04 from time to time raised ome - 
persons, ho delivered them from their oppreszzons.”” In 
| acknowledgment-for--which benefit the people 
them their judges, that is, their Ar ee to, 
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5 the Cy, could not lon; 


2 10 save his life; 
Tor the Israelites having taken the 


town, and 


people to 
n che king; 


territories, lay 
one: 
| other, to that of 


Y 3 
the A; ay and. :Fofe phus says that it was the residence of 
F led m ws. It is in 
22 Jerusalem, w name it not till long 5 
after the IR eee it; it was rebuilt. | 


company them in this expedition; 


they promised them, if they would 
join forces with. them now, 


wards. : . by gt 7 


Simeon agreed; wed e this field 
| both attacked the cruel king of | 


Bezel, who having fortified himself in 


gainst victorious Israel; 


la ce, and endeavoured by ignoble 
but in vain. 


ut ten thousand of the 
e sword, they pursued 


taken him, they cut off his thumbs 
able great toes 1D 


rantanacknowledgmentof the justice 


hold out a- 
| ut seeing his 
jeartless troops give way, quitted the 


;- and having 


WY 


ll This execution drew en be ty- ] 


* 


of God upon him; for he confessed he 


bad cut off the thumbs: and 51 


toes of no nuless than seventy king 

whom in this mangled condition, e 
made to 
under his ables! 01647 oY 1s 


2gather:their- meat like dogs 1 


4 


* mus 


The old city (e) alan: l its 


In. 
1800n e that p 


10: 


nahar belonged to him; and having 


put; the inihabitants to the sword, set 


the place on fire. Hither it was they 
1 4 e e gnogs 


WERE — 0. 


* 


. „ tedt. aas, ros. nardas * 


— — 


ren bas + * 
This a as one or ab 


Melchiaedec to whom Abraham paid 


4 — 


V1 tit. +3 8 


a two parts; of which 
t fell 46 the lot 2 er 
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| they 
would do the like for them after- 


q 


| ober- paid, seeme 


The next march of ine Mtabftes 
was against the Canaanites, that dwelt 
to the southward of the mountains, 
and in the plains; Where, having ta- 
ken Hebron, they marched to attack 
Debir, Which was a part of Caleb's | 
portion, but possessed by. ee Ca: 
naanites. es 

© This being Caleb's' property, not- 
Mithstanding his great age, he re- 
solved to storm the place; and to 
encourage his men the more in this 
brave attempt, he made proclamation 
in his camp, that he would give 
Achſak,; his daughter, to the brave 
hero, who should attack and oo _— 
en 1 

The hopes of this Peauitiful prize 
mel in all the youth a generous 
emulation, and spurred them on to 
love and glory: but none came near 
the brave V Othniel whose con- 
+ ay. swörd at the head of his 

ewed down all before him, 
ad peer the way to Victory. In 
short, he won the place, and with it 
the fair Prize. | 

Othniel's gallantry being thus ay 
rewarded by Caleb, the beauteous 
Achsah thinking herself not a suffi. 
cient gratuity for the service of her 
valiant hero, put him upon asking of . 
her father a parcel of land which lay 
' commodiously by their estate. 

Othniel 1 his service already 

backward in the 
2 therefore Achsah e 


_— 


NE pos PT Rey JA oe 
Laer = alerts o, the ear pol of pe - whole 
om. 1 42. 25 
ie (fo Othniel../ "as was ite ba to Caleb, "he 
ing, a Tremelliu and Junius say, of the posterity of 
Kenaz; from whom Caleb being Tae, was theres 


| INE amy the * 


herself 


| 
[; 


| 
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herself to her father Caleb, desired 


him in general terms to give her a 
blessing, but more particularly she 
thus applied to him; Thou haſt al- 
ready given me a pleaſant eſtate in 
the outh part of the country; but it 
14 


barren ; give me 1 pray thee this par- 
cel of land, which 1s well watered. 


Upon which, the - generous parent | 
granted her request, giving her the 
I | penned up for a time. 


upper and lower springs, 


Old Caleb, though advanced be⸗ ; 
yond his eighty- fifth year retained his 
strength and power both of body and 


mind, pursued his success with un- 
daunted resolution, and took Hebron, 
as has been already said, with other 


places, expelling the gigantic race 
of Anak; but the inhabitants of the | 
but encouraged: them to trade and 


valley kept their ground, being a 
hardy people, and well provided with 


warlike ammunition, such as iron 


chariots, &c. _ 


Those of Joseph's family, that went 
up against Bethel, did by the assist - 
ance of the Lord prevail; for send- 
ing out spies to discover the city, they 
seeing a man come out of it, seized 

them, in their deliverance out of 
Egypt, and of their being brought 


him, and promised him mercy, if he 


would shew them the avenues to it. 
he man, to save his life, gave 


them the best information he could; 


by which they so well succeeded, that 


having given notice to the rest of their 


forces to join them, they entered the 
town, and put the inhabitants to the 
sword, except the man that had dis- 


covered the entrance, with his fa- 
milly. 5 


1 


©) 


ot and ary, and likely to prove 


The rest of the tribes took posses- 
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sion of the land respectively, and al- 
lotted them for an inheritance, but 
did not destroy the inhabitants, con- 
tenting themselves with making them 


8 


Angel, That is, a messenger, for so the word ; 


= 


tributary, and suffering them to dwell - 


promiscuously amongst them. 
The children of Dan were so un- 


successful against the Amorites, that 
: we were forced to quit the plains, 


and retire to the mountainous parts 
the country, where they were kept 


But the rest of the Israelites, who 


had been successful against the Ca- 


naanites and Amorites, fell into a 


great error; for, either through leni- 
ty or covetousness, not making the 


right use of their victories, as 1 
. 


were expressly commanded by G 


they not only permitted them to live, 


deal with them. CNV 
This disobedience and neglect of 
the divine precept, not only proved a 


snare to them, but likewise incensed 


God against them; who, to make 
them sensible of their folly, sent an 


angel (4) to remind them of the 
many favours he had bestowed upon 


into that good land; and of his faith- 
fulness in keeping his covenant with 
them, which they had so unfaithfally 
violated; by which ingratitude they 
had provoked God to withdraw his- 

help and protection from them. © 
This severe reprimand so strongly 
impressed the people, with a sense of 


their sin, that they fell into a general 
. weeping, deplored the wretchedness 


— 


*» — 


implies. 


* 


of 


of their condition, and offered sacri- 


fice to the Lord, to appease his wrath, 


calling the name of the place where 


which signifies weepers. 


off at Bochin, when they, forsaking 
the Lord God- of 'their fathers, fell | 


they received this reproof Bochim, 
ir tears wiped 


— 


* But scarce were th 


into open idolatry, worshipping (7) 


Baal and Afiteroth, the idols of the 


Heathens; which so provoked the 
Lord, that he often suffered them to 


be taken and enslaved by their ene- 


But that which brought these ca- 


* 


mies. 


lamities upon them, was their ſavour- 
ing those enemies with whom God 
had forbid all manner of correspon- 


dence. For besides, that it was ex- 


2 forbidden in the law, Joshua, 


nations that God 


t just before his death, had parti - 
cularly warned them of the danger 
they would fall into, if they should 
entertain any familiarity with those 

had doomed to de- 
—.!. tas nc, 
And above all things, he laid a most 
strict charge on them to take care, 


that they did not marry with them, 
- which he knew would naturally lead 


them to idolatry. Yet, notwithstand- | 
ing they knew all this, they so far | 
indulged themselves in a loose con-. 


all the days of the Elders that ont lived foſhua, Who 
for Israel. But when that generation was dead, and there 


2 


Mention was made in. 7oſh. xxiv..g1. chat the pho! 
ple of 1fract ferved the Lord all the days of Foſhna, and 
had seen all the great works of the Lord that he wrought 


arose another generation afier them, which knew not the 


Lord, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel, 


the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord and 


served Baalim, chat is, the less, or Tutelar Gods, $0 
ealled, of the several nations about them, EAR 


. ©. 


versation, with the Canaanites, Hit- 
; tites, Perizzites, Amorites, Havites, 
and Jebuzites: that forgetting the ob- 
ligation they laid under, they made 
inter- marriages with them; the im- 
mediate consequence of which was, 
that they served their Gods. 
Such aggravated offences so dis- 
pleased the most high God, the migh- 
ty deliverer of Israel, that he with- 
held all his powerful assistance, and 
behold the consequence: for Chuſhan- 
riſhathaim, king of Mesopotamia, 
invading them, made an easy con- 
quest of them, and inslaved them for 
eight years. During which time of 
servitude, the Israelites coming to a 
sense and acknowledgment of their 


9 


transgressions, and crying to the 


Lord for help, he raised up a delive- 
rer for them. This was the brave 
Othniel, who, in recompense of his 

valour, had married Caleb's daugh- 
ter. This hero, being divinely (5) 


PIE 


inspired, undertook the deliverance 


of the Israelites, defeated Chushan- 
-rishathaim, king of Mesopotamia; 
and by this victory over the Syrians, 

procured to the Israelites a peace of 
forty 


2 during which time 
Othniel governed Israel, and was the 
first of those we call Judges, 

Plenty and ease under the admini- 


1 


* 


the Heathens: for by Baal or Baalim, were signified all 
the Male Gods, as the Females were by Ashteroth, which 
. thor idol of the Zidonians, represented in the form of 
1 e e 

| (4) Inſhired. All virtuous qualities, whether natu- 
ral or supernatural, are in the Holy Scripture called the 
Spirit of the Lord. Thus Bezaleel, in Exodus, is said 
to be filled with the Spirit of God, when he was appoint- 
ed to build the tabernacle. The same is said of Gideon, 


* 


(1) Baal and Afhteroth. That is Idols or Gods of a 


Sampson, Saul, and others, | 


stration 


stration of Othniel, rendered the | 
children of Israel secure and wanton, 
who, ungratefully-. forgetting the 
former favours and benefits God had 


ECTS FR 


2 
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2 
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orruption in religion; of + 
ollowing (7) stories are notorious 
instances. CCC 
There was about this time a devout 
woman of the tribe of Dan, who, 
through a mistaken zeal, had dedi- | 
cated a sum of money to the Lord, 
and laid it by, intending her son 
should make with it an idol. Her 
son, whose name was Mzcah, finding 
the money, but not knowing to what 
use his mother had devoted it, took 
it for himself. She missing the mo- 

ney, and not suspecting her son, did | 
1 _ presence curse the sacrilegious 


5 hs 


w_ 


thief; which so frighted the son, that 


he confessed the fact, and restored it 
to her, being in all eleven hundred 


sbekels of silver. 15 


The mother having received her | 
money again, took two hundred she- 
kels of it, and gave them to a founder 


0 


she placed it in the house of her 
Son's Gods; for he made a Teraphim 
and an Ephod, and () consecrated 
one of his sons to be his priest for 
a while, till he could procure a: Le- 
vite, which was not long first: for 
4 STE 3 k | . 2 
65 Stories, It is plain from the text, that these things 
happened when there was no king (that is, Ruler ;) for, 
properly speaking, there had been hitherto no king in 
Israel; hut that every man did that which was right in 
JJ“... TBE 1 
(u) Confecrated. Every thing in the Jewish law. was 
typical of Christ, and as the people were strictly forbidden 

to worship any where but at. the tabernacle or temple, | 


„ 


bs was an aft of idolatry, 


* 


7 


to make an idol; which being done, 


their countries, &. 3 
(x) Levite, - Who this young Levite was, is hard to 
ay. He is called Jonathan, the son of Gershom, of the: 
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soon after, a certain young man, that 


was a Levite, and had dwelt: some 


time at Bethlehem-Judah, travelling 
from thence to seek a better settle- 
ment, came in his way to Micah's 
house in Mount Ephraim. 


Micah, glad of this opportunity, 
invited the young Levite to dwell 


with him, and be to him a (w) father 
and a priest, NY him for his wa- 
ges ten shekels of silver by the year, 


his diet, and two suits of apparel, one 


for common wearing, and the other 


i 4 cot 
The Leviteliking the terms, closed 


| with Micah, and became one of his 
family. On the other hand, Micah, 


was as much pleased in the hopes and 


confidence that the Lord would pros- 


per him, because he had gotten a (x) 


Levite to be his priest. 


= 


* 
. 


(a) Father. The rp was called a father for re- 
| verence sake, being indeed a spiritual father to the laity, 
as having care of their souls, and charge of the holy 


things. Thus are preceptors called fathers to their pu- 
pils, senators fathers to the citizens, princes father of 


* 
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THE DANITES SEND OUT A DETACH--. 
MENT IN QUEST OF AN INHERIT. 
- ANCE. THEY TAKE POSSESSION. OF 
_ *LAISH, ARE GUILTY OF IDOLATRY. 
* JUDGMENT INFLICTED- ON THE LE. 
VIIE's CONCUBINE. METHOD OF RE- 
_ . SENTMENT SHEWN. BY. THE LEVITE 
FOR THE INHOSPITABLE TREATMENT 

HE HAD RECEIVED. HE REPRESENTS | 
- HIS WRONGS IN AN ASSEMBLY OF 


- THE PEOPLE. THEIR DECREE IN CON. | 


"SEQUENCE OF THE SAME. THE BEN. 

- JAMITES ARE EXAMINED CONCERN- 

ING THE OUTRAGE. -WITHSTAND 

- THE ISRAELITES SOME TIME, BUT 

ARE AT LENGTH DESTROYED. 

A BOUT the same time, some of 

| the tribe of Dan, finding the 

lot, which fell to them upon the di- 

vision of the land in (Y) Joshua's. 

time, too little for them, and they 
not enjoying all that neither (for the 

Amorites, as has been already said, 


© | 


of the city of Laish. TOTO 
These marching through mount E- 


would not suffer them to possess the 
valley, which was the best and richest 
part, but forced them up into. the 


mountains) they were fain to seek out 


more room to enlarge their quarters. 
Whereupon, choosing out five men of 
courage, they sent them to take a 
view of the country. These spies in 
their travels light upon N 


.. where they were entertained; and 


knowing the young Levite by his 
thither, and what business he had 


* gy" FEE j 
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ed him how he came | h 
leaving the party at the gates, went 
into the house. Micah being from 
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He told them what agreement Mi- 
cah had made with him, and that he 
was Micah's priest. ; | 


When they heard this, they desired 


him to ask counsel of God, that they 
might know whether their journey 
would be prosperous or no? | 

Encouraged by the Levite, they 
went on till they came to Laish; 


where, observing the people lived 
very secure and careless, without any 


sort of disciplineor eee t, they 
concluded it would be no difficult 


matter to conquer them, and take pos- 
session of the place. And with this 
report they returned to their friends, 


giving them an account that the land 


abounded with all necessaries for life. 


Availing themselves of the undisci- 
plined state of these people, the tribe 


men, and sent them to take possession 


hraim, came in their way by Micah's 


10USE,. where making a halt, the five „ 
spies, who were guides to this party, 


and had been there before, acquain- 


ted the rest, that there were in that 


house an Ephod and Teraphim, and 
a graven and molten Image, desiring 
them to consider, whether they had 
best to tarry there, to ask counsel of 
the Lord, concerning the success of 


their enterprize, or take the Ephod 


and images with them, to consult 
upon all occasions. 

The last seemed most expedient; 
for the five spies, that were the guides, 


, By, 
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home, 


Fort Ol ot 


of Dan armed a party of six hundred 
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home, they saluted the Levite, whom | 
they sent to the gate to talk with the 
Danites; and vhilst they entertained 
him without, the guides, having been 
there before, and knowing the rooms 


of the house, plundered it of the 


Ephod, the Teraphim, and other 


Images, and brought chem to their 


a priest to a single family, or a whole 


This adyantageous offer soon gain d 


* 


The priest seeing this, was amazetl | 
at the boldness of the attempt; and 
asked them, what they meant by it? 

they bade him be silent, and consider, 
whether it were better for him to be 


*. 


= 


re 


LAS, 


by 
4 
4 


-tribean Isracl”? . „ 5 


the young priest to their side, who 
joined with them, and went off with 
C%CÜ*t.. <e Ee tr 4 
Micah, incensedand alarmed at the 
loss of his priest and Gods, gathered 
as many friends as he could, and pur- 
sued tlie Danites. But they were a 
long way from his house before he 


could overtake them: at length, com- 
ing within vie y of them, some of 


the Danite soldiers in the rear, heard 
them make an out- cry; and facing 
about, asked Micah hy he made 
such an out- cry. He told them they 
had robbed bim. Upon which the 


Danites advised him to be silent; for 
it they-provoked the rest of the party, 


it would cost them their lives. Mi- 


cah finding himself over. matched, 
and returned home without either 


TY. ro 
* 


their march unmolested, and speed- 


Gods or priest. . 
HFaving thus affrighted Micah's party 
from the pursuit, the Danites continued 


| ran home to her father at Bethlehem- 
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: ily arrived. at Laish, and finding the 
people quiet and secure, they set the 
city on fire, and, surprising the inha- 
bitants, who were busy in putting out 


sword. Afterwards rebuilding the 
city, they called it Dan, after the 
name of their father; and settling 
there, they set up Micah's grayen 
image which they had stolen from 
him; and making the young Levite 


continued to officiate as priests to the 
tribe of Dan all the time that the 


house of God was in Shiloh,” until 
the captivity of the land, which is 


reckoned to be till the ark in Elis 
time was taken by the Philistines, 
about three hundred years after this. 
From this instance, the depravity 
of the Israelites in point of religious 
principles, is as notorious as their dis- 
solution of morals is evident from the 
following. . 


mount Ephraim having taken a wife 
out of Bethlehem- Judah, she proved 


fear or shame left her husband, and 


a Iden, where she tarried four months. 
In which time her husband, having 
somewhat digested the injury, vent 
at the four months end to her father's, 
with an intent to be reconciled to her, 
and bring her home with him; in or- 
der to which, he took with him a ser- 


vant and a couple of asses. 


entertained for three days. At the 


2 


* 
85 


importunity of the father, he stayed 


— 


the fire; they put them all to the 


Jonathan the priest, he and his sons 


A Leite that dwelt on the side 6 


a lewd woman, and either through 


Being arrived at her father's house, 
he was received with great joy, and 
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178. 
the fourth day, 164 Was kept till the 
afternoon the next day; but the Le- | 
vite resolving to be gone, took his 
leave, and set out with ffs * and | 
eh : 
By the time Yao) were got as far 
as Jebus, the day was far spent, and 
he servant fearing to be benighted, 
devired his master to put in there. 
But the place not being fully pos 
sessed and inhabited by Israelites, N 
endeavoured to reach Gibeah, hi- 
ther they arrived at Sun-$et;. and 4 
ting down in the street, as the custom 
of travellers then was, they waited "gt 
see who would! inyite Fhgm to a gl 
Ing. ef + 

Alter long waiting, an ld pn 
coming from his work out of the field 
and seeing strangers sitting in the! 
street, went up and saluted them, 
asked whence they came, and whither: | 
hey were travelling? The Levite told 

un; and complained of the civility: 
of the people, none. having invited 
him to a lodging though he had his 
own provisions with him. | 
The hospitable old man, who TY 
of mount Ephraim, though he dwelt 
at Gibeah, courteously invited them 
to lodge in his house, where wy enter- 
tained them very frankly.” | 

Whilst they were atsupper, the men 
_ the city, having observed where 
they went in, came to the house, and 
e with great violence at the 
door, demanding the master of the 
house to deliver the man that T dame 


— 
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Fes Know —9 This was. a crime 11 80 OT 2 
nature, and attended with 80 many aggravating circum- 
N that PO ys __ not * us with any 


1 COMPLETE HIS TORT 


þ 


3+ £47 0 8 


lk there that” they might (z) know 
im. 

The £804 old: man, to prevent 4485. 

er to his guests, ventured amongst 2 
Fer tumultuons rabble to appease 
them, offering them his only daugh- 
ter, who was a 1 and the Levites 
concubi "Fs to us? at their pleasure, 
provided they would not Ser any 
violence to Hig! A 

This would not do; | whereupon the 
Levite, seein them $0: outrageous, 
to save himself, turned his (a) concu- 
bine out amongst them, who abused 
cher all night, not letting ber go till 
the break of day. And when she 
returned to the house Where her Lord 
lay, fell down dead at the door, her 
hands laying upon the threshold. * 

The Levite opening the door, and 
seeing her lay there, concluded she 
Was asleep, and therefore bade her 
get up, that they might be going. 
But when he perceived she was dead, 
he took her up; and making no com- 
plaint there, laid her upon one of the 
asses, and hastened home as last as 
he could. % een 

He Ming now time to M's 
revenge suitable to the affront, which 
bein this horrid manner executed; 
be divided the dead concubine into 
twelve pieces, and sent to every tribe 


a piece, through the whole coasts of 


Israel, with an account of the barba- 
rous and inhospitable treatment he 
had met with at Gibeah; that so the 
' whole N of Israel in e be- 


* 
* 
„ 


a. 
* _ 


6 


bing like it. 25 | | | 
(a) — Ste amines called | wiſe b ; 


tener concubine. | 


ing 


* 
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ing made sensible of the wrong done 
him and his concubine, might join in 
revenging it. 3 

This procedure of the Levite is 


indeed shocking to humanity, though 


it tended to shew his strong sense of 
the injury and disgrace he had sus- 
tained, as well as impress deep con- 
victions of their guilt upon the Is- 
raelites, who, upon sight of each 
piece of the divided concubine, did 
unanimously agree, that there never 
was such a deed done or seen since 
the day that the children of Israel 
came out of Egypt, © _ | 
And to acquit themselves of the 
guilt of so wicked a fact, the whole 
congregation of Israel met at Mispeh, 
that they might there examine the bu- 
siness before the Lord; where de- 


manding of the Levite an account of 


* 


the whole matter, he thus in short 


summed it up to them. I came with” 


my concubine to G:ibeah, which be- 
longed to Benjamin, to lodge : but the. 
men of Gibeah beſet the houſe where. 


4 was, with a deſign to murder me 


that ſhe is dead; by which they have 
committed leudneſs and folly in Isa 


ks + 


bo NE BG, ary £94. 1 
M Mereupon I took my concubine 


nome, and having cut her into pieces, 


I,. ſent her throughout all the inherit. 


Moto ye, bein fons of Tfrael, are 


concerned in this abuſe as well as I. 
i Therefore conſider and adviſe what is 
/%%Cͤ Ee” 
When the people had received this 
account of the matter, they were 


highly incensed against the men of 


* 
« 
z 


 Gibeah, and resolved not to return to 


their houses till they had brought the | 


* 
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offenders to condign punishment. 
And that they might lose no time, 
agreed to draw ten men out of every 
hundred, an hundred out* of every 
thousand, anda thousand out of every 
ten thousand, who should be em- 
ployed to furnish the army with pro- 
visions and other necessaries. 
Oncdoldeliberation it was resolved 
by messengers, to demand of 


Benjamites the delivery of the per- 
sons guilty of this breach of justice, 
ger that they might be brought 


in order t. 
to condign punishment. 
But the Benjamites in contempt of 


their brethren; the Israelites, resolved _ 


to stand by the' offenders, and mus- 
ter'd up alF their force to defend them. 

The Israelitich army consisted of 
four hundred thousand able men: 
that of Benjamin but six and twenty 
thousand. A great disparity, and 


The Israelites, - over-confident of 
their strength, and despising the Ben- 
jamites, who were so few, depending 


went to ask counsel of God (as in 
such emergencies they usually did) 
whether they should go to war with 


for granted, to prevent any difference 
that might arise among the tribes 
ahout precedence in this expedition, 

they went up to the house of God 


the van, and the lot fell to Judah. 

Upon this, the Israelitish army ad- 
vanced and sat down before Gibeah? 
from whence the Benjamites made a 
brisk sally upon, cut off two any 
twenty thousand of them, and retreat- 
ed to the town with very little loss. 


E 


This unexpected disaster made the 


Israelites 
| K 1 a 


which shewed the latter' desperate. 


on the justice of their cause, never 


their brethren or no; but taking it 


only to know which tribe should lead | 


Ge oe enki dt RS 


. 
2. 


N 8 


F * made another bold sally, and 


sumption and .neglett : Wherefore, 


180 5 . 5 


| Iraclites a of their neglect, in 
not enquiring of the Lord whether 
they ought. to have undertaken 
this war or no. Wherefore, be- 
wailing their misfortune, in the last 
action, they ask counzel of the Lord 


(but in an irregular manner) who, to 


nish them for their n 

de them go, but promi ised them n 

F 4 
chis 
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The heedless. mo = 
Shoe, assurance of victory, drew u 
— army again before Gibeah, of- 


g flushed with their former suc- 


cut off eighteen thousand more of the 


Israelites. . 
The second defeat bb * Is- 
acer to a sehs of their rmer pre- 


CITED # . 


up to the house of the Lord, 


| 2 ey humbled themselves with weep- |. 
ing and fasting that day, and offered 


pburnt-offerings and Peace. offering ; 


18 the Lord. 1 

Andlhaving thus regularly proceed 
ied; in their : 6 «2 ol they again. 
;enguired of the Lord whether they 
should attack the Benjamites, or fo1 
bear: For at this time the r 5 
.covenant of God was in Shiloh, and 
(Phineas was priest. And now the 
Lord, having sufficiently corrected 


the confidence of the Israclites, not. | 


only gave them commission to go 
against the Benjamites, but assured 


b them of victory. 


Being thus promised the assistance 


F of an n arm, and encour- 


bn 1 
— 


in A (rejeting tal 


1 
* 
"= bk 24 


00 8 This 


| paxzage. 
© Rahbigical . that Phineas lived * hundred Joo! . 


* - 3 7 


g the Benjamites battle: who, J: 


3 


5 selves there: 
"ing inclosed by the main army, and 


, 


| aged with the divine assurance of 
success, the Israelites prepared a third 


time to attack the Benjamites; and 


to make their victory more secure, 
they laid an ambuscade in the mea- 


4. dows behind Gibeah, that, when the 


light was begun, the Israclites by a 
feigned flight drawing the Benjamites 
from the cit those that lay in am- 
buscade shou d Seize the city, and set 
it on fire, as a signal to the main 
body of the Israelitish army to 4 . 
and renew the fight. 

Having thus concerted the neces- 
sary military operations, ten thou- 
sand choice troops of the Israelites 
appeared before Gibeah ; which the 
Benjamites seeing, sallied out of the 
town, and falling briskly upon them, 
killed about thirty of them. The 
Israelites then 7 as if they 
were afraid, pretended to fly ; 9 1 
the Benjamites, supposing the day 
was their own, eagerly pursued them 
so far, that they were at a distance 
from the town sufficient to give the 
ambuscade an opportunity to sei 
| ace, and set it on fire. 


g the = 
; X he e main body of the Teractitich 
| army Seeing. 'this, faced about, and 
|. charged furiously upon the. Benja- 


mites, who began to think of retreat- 
ing to their city: but when by the 
smoak and flame they saw themselves 
circumvented, they took to the wil | 
\ derness, thinking to secure them 
but in vain. For Pe. 


the ambuscade, they were e epaſly | 
.trodden down. 


2 
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9 Y che 8 wh * 


”- 


BOOK III. 


In this action and che pursuit, five 
a and: twenty thousand one hundred of 


the Benjamites were slain, and a | 


thousand more having been destroyed 
in other actions, there remained but 


six hundred men of the Benjamites, 


who fled to the rock Rimmon, and 
hid themselves there; all the rest of 
rkhat tribe, together with their towns 
and cattle, suffered Siem execu- 
tion. Pe ITE] 1 
The heat of 10 71408 being o over, 
the Israelites began to consider, Row 
lo a condition they had reduced the 
tribe of Benjamin to by this general 
slau hr, wh which afflied them very 
And the rather, because 
| uppr the first engaging in this quar- 
they had rashly sworn, that no 
— should give his daughter in in 
rr to a BenjamitG. 
Upon this they repaired to the ta- 

. Where the ark was, and 
mourned all day, s aying, O Lord, 
why 25 thts come to paſs, that there 
old this doy be one tribe e 
in 2 el? — 

Then. getting up early the mext 
morning, they built an altar there, 
and offered burnt- offerings and peace- 
offerings" unto the Lord. After 
which, applying themselves to find 
out some expedient to elude their 
ragh Sa and save the at hy 


2s at 


S 3 +4: 


appear yay them at. KF reap a 
join in the. common cause e the 
mY. 562663 

Upon indfliry they found; 
none came from Jabes Gilead *. 


5 


tribe, 
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them the Gileadite virs 


I. a at the camp. Therefore | Poe took every one his dam- 


8 


sending twel ve thousand of Ga best 
men to Jabesh- Gilead, they com; 
manded them to put man, woman 
and child to the sword, except such 
marriageable young women as were 
virgins, whom they were to n 
wit them to the camp.” 


them four Intfdred 2 2 to whe 
Israelites; - who immediately sent he- 


ralds to the rock Rimmon to treat 


with the few remaining Benjam te: 


offering them N and inv . * 


them to return. 

The poor Benjamites, gladly. em- 
raved the offer; and coming to the 
camp, the Israelites bestowed on 
for wives. 


But the Benjamites, being six hundred 


in number, there Was not for ev 


man one. Upon which they be- 


thought: them of another expedient 
to supply this deficien e, 


Once a year there was a solemn 


feast held at Shiloh, to which the 
young maidens af Shiloh used to 
come and dance there. 


| liteꝶ therefore directed the Benja- 


| 


The Israe- 


mites, that wanted wives, to lie in 


0 in the vineyards, at the time of 
; 3 should seize every man one for 
his wife, and carry them away into 
their on country, promising them, 
that if any of the relations of the 


damsels should complain, they wo, 
skreen them from danger. 


feast, and when they should see 
e Shiloh damsels come to dance, 


The Benjamites pursued their, in 
structions; and watching their o 


* 


-.. 


own inheritance : where, repairing , 
their cities, they settled again, ant 


* ws Teconciled, 


sel, * n them bff to their | 
in time recruited their tribe, | 5 


* : : N 
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FE ISRAELITES ARE Fon  PUNISHED | 
HER IMPIETVY. DELIVERED | 
ROM THEIR ENEMIES -ON* THEIR | 
-REPENTANCE AND SUBMISSION. DE. 
BORA AND BARAK-ESPOUSE THEIR 
CAUSE. . VARIOUS INSTANCES OF THE | 
*REVOLT.OF ISRAEL, AND THEIR CON- 
®SEQUENT PUNISHMENT. "TOGETHER 
WITH THE INTERPOSITION OF PRO- 
©*VIDENCE IN THEIR BEHALF, ON 


"THEE RETURN" ww . LORD. 


ng . tribes, bei 
a the price 6 d1 
not ong enjoy peace; for or continuing! | 
— 2 by their profane- 
ness and irregularities, he again chas- 
tised them by their enemies. The 
most powerful of whom was Eglon, 
king of Moab. Him God raised up | 
to be a scourge, who otherwise had 
neither ee nor courage: ese 
FBrrael. | 
But being dexigned by the Almigh- | | 
. to be the instrument of his ven- 
geance, Eglon armed the Ammonites 
and Amalekites, and fell upon the 
Fraelites, hom he defeated, and 
Possessed himself of uy city of Palm- 5 
trees. | if 
And as an ag vation of their of. 
Fence, in 80 80 r transgressing, 


alter weir late detiverance from bon- | fog 
—— 8 . Fs 


* rels, amo 


e e e. 


1 


bly, he repaired to the —4 315 


that broug! 


as 45 b mne 7 eren the Gol of the Tracks ta 


92 a 


dage, Godenla! ed their punishment, 


for their servitude was now advanced 


from eight years to eighteen, ; which 
was the space of time they served 
Moab. _ - 

But when the Israeliten. through a 
sense of their misery, addressed them- 
selves to their God, he raised them 


another deliverer in the person of 


Ehud, the son of Gera, a left-handed 
man, by reason of a lameness in his 
right hanc. 

Ehud was a wise and "IO man, 


and having observed the weakness of 


the Israelites by their eighteen years 
slavery, and the low condition of the 
Benjamites, that they were not able 
by open war to attempt any thing 


against their oppressors, he contri 


first to take off Eglon privatel y;know- 
ing it would be much easier to deal 
| with the Moabites, when. they should 
be in confusion for want. of a loader] 


than while they had hens: king at ws 1 


head of them. 2 
To carry on this the nie 


court, where, under pretence of de- 
livering a present to the king from 
his servants the children of Israel, 


he was admitted into the king's pre- 


sence. When he had delivered the 
present, . dismissed his servants 
ht it, he returning to the 
king told him he had a eee mas. 
Ma to him, 


bins bid him be silent till oy 55 
| Company were gone; who. being 8 


drawn, Ehud approached, and told 
. Ring, beep oo, a eee 10 * 


e 5 


E 


% 


cotton CEO I as; p 
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. that he thrust che dagger, haft and 


a very fat man, the fat of his belly 
closed over the dagger, so that he 


a . ; ö hoe » 
key and opened it, and to their great 


e 
This long delay 


_ bites into your hands. 


they were in that consternation for 


| leader, 
5 15 ot 85 i 
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At that word, Eglon, in rever- | sand of the chief of them, at the same 


ence to the name of God, arose from 
his seat, which Ehud taking the ad- 
vantage of, stabbed him in the belly | 
with a dagger, which he had con- 
cealed under his cloaths, so forcibly, | 


all, into his belly; and the king being 


could not draw it out. 


Ehud seeing him dead left him wal | 
2 lowing in his blood, and shutting the | 


door after him made the best of his | 


way home. 


Alfter the departure of Ehud, the | 

servants of Eglon returned on their 

duty to the king, but finding the 

door e supposed he had a 
e, a 


mind to therefore with- 
drew; but after long waiting, and find- 
ing the door still shut, they took a 


surprize found their king dead upon 
round. n 
| pf theirs gave 
Ehud a fair opportunity to escape; 
which he improved by his speed; 
and coming to Mount Ephraim, he 
| blew a trumpet, at which signal the 
Israelites flocked to him, to whom 
he related what he had done, and bid 
them follow him; for God (said he) 
hath delivered your enemies the Moa- 


— 


# 


They readily obeyed him as their 


a man to pass over; but falling g 
ragiously upon the Moabites, Whilst 


time delivering Israel, and subduing 
Messe. 4 TBE 925 3017 
Ehud deceased, the God of Israel 


verer, in che person of Samgar, the 
son of Anath, a strong and valiant 
man: who, when the Philistines in 


another quarter invaded Iss rael, with 


no better weapon than an ox- goad, 
slew six hundred of the Philistines, 


ous neighbours, that were borderers 
on that side. After which Israel en- 
joyed a peace of eight years. 
In which time o 2 and ease, 
they grew wanton and forgetful of 
their former servitude; which ne- 
glect and ingratitude of theirs pro- 
voked God to raise up other instru- 
ments for their correction; the chief 
of which was Jabin, who assuming 


Canaan reigned in Hazor. 


stored with all warlike ammunition; 
having nine hundred chariots armed 
with iron, and his subjects a warlike 
is king lorded it over the op- 
. Israelites with great severity 
or twenty years; God upon the re+ 
petition and aggravation of their 
transgressions increased their pu- 
nishment. And so cruel were the 
people to them, that they durst not 


— 


leader, and securing the ford of] travel the common roads upon their 
Moab, towards Jordan, suffer not 


ordinary occasions, but were forced 
to seek by-ways to avoid their ene- 
mies, so that their highways were 
disused: neither could they in safety 


the death af their king, and want of 
and slew 5 


5 
6 . 


t ten thou- I ed by their archers; if they went but 
| * | out. 


| dwell in their villages, being attack - 


* r : - AH 


raised his chosen people another deli. 


and delivered them from all danger- 


to himself the title of the king of | 


He was a powerful prince, well 


184 


out to hs water; nay, 80 servile 


was their condition, that they were | 
sary to have the prophetess with him, 


not suffered to keep any arms. 
Having been thus severely punish- 
4 for their transgressions by a sub- 


jection to their cruel and inveterate 


foes, God was pleased at last to re- 
member mercy; and seeing their 
sufferings had brought them to a 
sense of their sins, he found out a 


A COMPLETE HISTORY | 


LY "SOT 


2 ** 


ay to deliver them, beyond what 


they could imagine or expect. For it 


is very much to be suspected, that 


at this time the Israelites, by the 


nerated and dispirited, that the 


sex] which boasts itself created for 


empire, could not at that time furn- 


ish their present exigencies with a 
man fit to be invested with sovereign 
wer. For which reason, in all 

| Probability, I N 

Laßidoth, is said to have Judged 

25 3 at that time. 


ren aod ele 
1 — used to come to her for 
To this great prophetess ; 


judgment. 
the Lord communicated his thoughts 


2 delivering his people, and by his 
irit directed her to send for Barak, 


the son of Abinoam, a brave young 
prince of the tribe of Naphtali. 
He came, and she acquainted him 
chat it was the pleasure of the Lord, 
that he should get together ten thou- 
sand men of the tribes of Naphtali, 
and Zebulon, and.lead them. towards 


mount Tabor; and, to encourage 


him, she told him in the name of the 


Lord, that Sisera, general of Jabin's | 


army, with his army and chariots, 
should fall into his hands. 
9 9855 amnigefing the inequality 


7 


LAG. 
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Deborah the wife of 


Z 
. 
4 


of their forces, and the greatness of 
the enterprize, and thinking it neces- 


to consult upon all occasions, as well 
as to encourage his men, told her, if 
she would go with him, he would 803 
but not else. * 
The undaunted 570 be e consen- 
ted to accompany him; but pleasantly 
told him for his diffidence; that this 
expedition should not be for his ho- 
nour; for Sisera the general, Should 
fall into the hands of a woman. 
Departing . together for Kadesh, 


 8everity. of their servitude, were so which was Barak's residence, he soon 


listed ten thousand volunteers in 8 
bulon and Naphtali, and led them to 
mount Tabor, the prophetess still as . 
company ing him... | 
Such a number of Mc... peo- 


3 


1 ple being got together, it soon began 


to be rumonred about the country; 
and notice being giving to Sisera, of 
this insurrection, he mustered up all 
his force to suppress them, taking 


| with him his nine hundred chariots of 


iron, and down he marched to che ri A 
ver Kishon. Which the courageous . 
Deborah seeing, being divinely inspi- 
red, gave signal to the battle; saying 
to Barak, up, for this is the day, n 
which the Lord hath Rant; Th ee 
into tene hand. 
Barak upon this. marched en 
the mountain Tabor, and fell u pon 
Sisera in the valley. by the 7. Ce 
hose army God struck with so ch "I 
terror, by driving storms of rain 
Hail in their faces, that they could not 
stand before the jsraelites: : who pur- 
suing them, put them all to the sword, 
except the general Sisera who, not 


— 


daring t: to trust to his chariot, took to 
h his 


ficiously covered him with a carpet; 
he fell fast asleep. 


a * When 3 perceived he was thus 
secure, sh 


Alter this, she went to the door of 


Pursuit of Sisera, whom she went out 
do meet, and inviting him in, told 
4 * nt 1 E Thi as & 5 $3 wo Few . 
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tent of jael, the wife of Heber the 


(] Kenite, who dwelt in that country, 
Which was at peace with king Jabin. 


Jael seeing Sisera coming, went 
out to meet him, and invited him to 
come in. He glad of the opportunity 
went in confidently, not suspecting 
any danger from her, whose husband 
was his masters ally. 

But his security proved fatal to 
him, for being extremely thirsty, 
through the heat and fatigue of the 
day, he entreated Jael to give him a lit- 
tle water to drink; instead of which, 
She ga ve him as much milk as he cared 
for: and having allayed his thrist, he 
directed her, that if any body should 


come to enquire after him, she should 


not on h there! And now 


thinking himself safe, he laid down 


upon the floor to sleep, Jae very of- 
where he had not layed long before 


- 


2 


e took a hammer, and a 
long nail, or tent-pin, and pitching it 
to the temples of his head, she struck 
it with such force, that it pierced 
through his head, and pinned him to 
the ground: after which she cut off 
His head, and then left him 


che tent, and saw Barak coming in 


22 * 
3 


* 


according to the 
oxaic Jaw, yet being strangers by birth, and not of the 

f seed, and so not 328 a right or title to the 

and of Caanan, they held it best policy in those trouble- 


& 


A 


or Tn HOLY BIBLE. 2” 
his heels and fled, till he came to the 


him, she could shew him the man he 
sought for; which she accordingly 
f did. e | Boo 6. „ 


power, in defence of his people Israel, 
and caused them to subdue Jabin, 
king of Caanan, whom they never 
left fighting with, till they had quite 
JJ ITT OT 
Upon this victory the heroiflWDe- 


4 4 2 


* 
* 


, 


© (g) Kenite. These Kenites, though they were proge- 
Jytes, and worshipped the true God, 


tent for protection. 


sung a triumphant *song. _ 


a” no - dn 
A FAMINE RAGES IN ISRAEL. MANY 
DEPART INTO A FOREIGN LAND: 
PECULIAR CIRCUMSTANCES OF NAO- 
- MI AND RUTH. THE ISRAELITES AF. 
TER THE DEATH OF DEBORAH AND 
BARAK REVOLT FROM GOD, BUT, ON 
' _ THEIR RETURN, GIDEON IS RAISED 
%% 4 :0, 


PEN and quiet at length suc- 
| ceeded war and tumults. But 
the Israclites growing supine, by an 
alteration of their circumstances, a- 


gain provoked their God, by falling 


into their former transgressions, he 
took them more immediately into his 


own hands, and chastised their pre- 


sumption and ingratitude with a ge- 
vere famine; Which raging furiously 
among the Israelites, many of them 
were Pl to quit there habitations, 
and seek for food in a foreign land. 


by 3 % 


well as they could both with the Israclites and Canaan- 
ites. Upon this foot it was that there was a peace between 
K. Jabin and the house of Heber the Kenite ;- and that 
gave confidence to Sisera in his distress to fly to 


: 3 8.1 


some times, to observe à neutrality, and maintain peace as 


3 


3 


See Fudges chap. cx. 
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Thus did the Almighty exert his 
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| borah, and her valiant general Barak, 
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Among the rest, one Elimelech of 
Bethlehem- Judah, a man of condi- 
tion and family, removed with his 
wife Naomi, and his two sons Mah- 
lon and Chilton, to the country of 


Moab, where Elimelech soon quitted 


this life. 


— 


After his death, his two sons, not 


observing the law of God, 


strictl | 
155 rookefſþch of them a wife of the wo- 


men of Moab, of base condition. 
The name of Chilion's wife was Or- 


phah, and the name of Mahlon's 


Ruth. With these they lived about 


ten years, when Chilion and Mahlon 


died both childless. 8 
The unhappy Naomi, thus depri- 


ved of her husband and children, 


and left in a strange country, could 


with no satisfaction stay longer in a 
place, where she had lost all the ex- | 

to congratulate her upon her arrival 
informed that the famine was over in | 


ternal comforts of life. But being 


Israel, she resolved to return to her 
own country; and accordingly. set 


forward for Judah, accompanied 


ith her two daughters-in-law. - 


her daughters of the society and con- 
verse of their relatives,  persuaded 
them to go back; and to shew that 
her advice arose_not from any. dis- 


on 


gut but from mere pity, gave them 


this affectionate blessing, he Lord 


deal kindly with you, as you have 


done to me and mine; and grant that 
ye may marry again to your content, 


and enjoy « happy ſettlement. 


Then giving to each a parting kiss, 


they in tears pressed her to accept of 


their company. She endeavoured 


* 


In the course of their journey, 
Naomi thinking it hard to deprive 
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not propose, if they went with hei 
At last, Her importunity prevailed 
with Orphah, who with tears taking 


her leave of her mother-in-law, 


| on td Bethlehem. ET 
Naomi being arrived at Bethlehem, 
| where she had lived in 45 repute; 


her return was gen 


x « 


they stayed in their own country they | 


might marry again, which "ory could 
her Te. 


turned back to Moab. But no per- 


suasion could prevail with Ruth, Who 
with the most pressing instances ur- 
ged Naomi to take her along with 

71 . assuring her, that nothing should 


part them, but the God she served 


should be her Gd. 


Naomi seeing the pious resolution 
of her daughter Ruth, pressed her no 
more to return: so they both went 


"1 


y taken no- 
tice of; and her old netghbours came 
in her own e 3 
It was now the beginning of bar- 


ley-harvest (which usually was in the 
first month with them) when Naomi 
returned to Bethlehem. And Ruth 


the Moabitess being an industrious 


woman, desired Naomi to give her 
leave to go into the field to glean 
some corn. The mother consented, 
and she happened to go into a field 
belonging to Boaz, a very wealthy 


person, of the family of Elimelech, 
and nearly related to him; and there 
she gleaned after the reapers. She 


bee not been long there, before Boaz 


after his workmen; and having sa- 


himself came into the field to look 


luted them in a very devout manner, 
he took notice of Ruth, and asked his 
Steward who she was? he told him, 


to dissuade them, by urging, that if J she was a Moabitish damsel that ac- 
. = 8 . companied 


re i 


companied Naomi in her return 
home from the nere of Moab, and 
e 


after the reapers. 


Boa, having been acquainted with 
her dutiful and affectionate behaviour 


and to keep with his servants, and 
fare as they did; and charged them 


_ © Boaz told her he had heard of her 


reward 
on board very liberally; and when 
his servants returned to their work 


in the field, he charged them to be 


tunity of gleaning the more, by 


gleaned, and acquainted her with the 
great humanity of Boaz. yy 
Naomi, studiousto recompense this | 
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that she had asked leave to glean 


4 


to her mother-in-law, his kinswoman, | 
encou m_ her to glean in his ground, 


not to molest her. Ruth surprised 
at this unexpected civility of a 


stranger, returned her thanks in 2 
most profound respect and acknow- 


ledgement of his courtesy. 


affectionate carriage to her mother 
law, and that she was come with her 
into a strange country, out of a pious 
design, to be r the care and pro- 
tection of the God of Israel; whom 
he solemnly prayed to recompence 
her good * and give her a full 


at his 


After this he treated her 


civil to her, and to give her oppor- 


2 


dropping some of the sheaves. Thus 
Ruth continued gleaning among 
Boaz's servants till the barley and 
wheat harvest was over, dwelling still 
with Naomi, to whom she returned 
every evening with what she had 


n 


(% Spread. This was as if the had seid, make We to 
wife as the law direfts : for the phrase of spreading the - 
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akirt or wing over one, imports taking one into protection 


„ * 


And because it is the part of a husband to proteft and de- 


187 


tender affection of her daughter - in- 
law, projected how she might engage 
her kinsman Boaz to marry Ruth, 


| whose civility she might reasonably. 
imagine proceeded from some other 


motive than that of common courtesy 
or Humax, . 

Therefore acquainting Ruth, that 
Boaz was her near kinsman, and in- 
forming her what the law of Moses 
required in that case, she advised her 


to wash and anoint, and dress herself, 


and go to Boaz's barn, where he was 


winnowing his barley; but not to 


let it be known she was there, till he 
had supped, and was gone to rest, 
giving her instructions what she 
should do farther. Þ ' | | 


Ruth, pursuant to the advice of her 
mother, set herself forth to the best 
advantage, went to the barn and 


placed herself so conveniently, that 
she could see what passed, without 
being noticed. F 


When Boaz had refreshed himself, 


he lay down at the end of a heap of 
corn; and Ruth waiting till he was 


asleep, came softly, and lifting up the 


clothes undiscovered, 
dovn at his feet. . 5 
Boaz waking about midnight, in a 
fright, asked who she was ? to which 
She answered, [am Ruth thy ſervant : 
(k) ſpread therefore the, wing of thy 


ve ae de me, for thou art a near 


laid herself 


in man. | 
Boaz, though advanced in years, 


Vas so far from rejecting her, that he 


commended her forwardness; and 


n 
6——— 


fend his wife from injuries, therefore to spread the wing, 


or skirt over one, is used for a periphrafes of marriage. 


being 
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ference, because it was his right; and 


tice to any, of What had passed, 


188 A A COMPLETE EIS TOUR | 
| of honour; and would perform his 


being a virtuous man, told her, She 
had shewn more piety to her dead 


3 husband, than when he was alive, in 


raising up issue to his name by mar- 


Tying: her kinsman, and that her 
virtue was conspicuous in not fol- 


lowing young men, whether poor or 


rich. Therefore he assured her, he 


would not fail to answer her desire, 
and his duty; which he had the 
greater inducement to do, because she 

ad the general reputation of a vir- 


tuous wife: But at the same time 


told her, that though he indeed was 
a near kins man, yet there was another 
nearer, to whom he must give the pre- 


that he would communicate the mat- 
ter to him next morning; and if that 
kinsman would marry her, he might, 


tha he might (i) redeem it, the right 
of: - 05 f. 


A 3 
Boa, punctual in the performance 
of his word, appeared that morning 
at the gate of the city, which was in 


those days the usual place of judica- 


ture. There he met with the kins- 


man he had mentioned to Ruth; and 
summoning ten more of the chief of 


the city, he in their presence acquaint- 
ed him, That Naomi, who was come 


back from the country of Moab, had 
Fs parcel of land to dispose of, which 
belonged formerly to Elimelech, of 


which he gave him this public notice, 


9 


rst 


demption belonging in the 


place to him; and therefore he de- 
sired to know his mind in this matter. 
he kinsman re 


consented to 


otherwise he himself would assuredly; | &Edtem the land. But when Boaz 


marry T0605 | 


| old him, that at the same time he 


T0 obviate any reflection Kit must hkewise take Ruth the Moab- 


might be cast on her character or re- 


ligion, she arose early in the morning” 


and departed; but that she might not 
go home empty handed to her mo- 
ther, Boaz gave her six measures of 
barley ; with which Ruth returned to 
her mother, who receivedher joyfully | 
both for the present of Boaz, and his 


Eind treatment of her daughter, 


whom she advised to take no no- 


ST FN 


but patiently to wait the event; as- 


suring her, that Boaz was a man 
r 3% ra i | : "I * 4 4 2 0 > 55 
* (i) Redeem. The reaxon of this seems to be grounded \ 
upon the law by which the first. born of such a marriage 
Was to bear the name of the woman's former husband that 
Was dead, to keep up his name in Israel; so that if that 


\ kinsman had married Ruth, and should have had but one | 
son by her, that son being not to bear his name, but the | 
name of her formier abc, bs himself ſhould have had 1 


5 =. A . 
* 


itess to wife, to raise uß the name of 
her dead husband upon his inherit- 


ance, he declined the business; giv- 
ing this for a reason, That he could 
not do it on those terms, without de- 


Stroying his own inheritance; and 


1] therefore he willingly resigned his 
right of redemption to Boaz; who, 


without any'scruple, accepted it, and 
his kinsman, according to the custom 
of thode times, in token of relinquish- 


ing or transferring his right, took off 
his (4) shoe, and delivered it to Boaz. 


a » 


— P 
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| no bon to keep up his name in Israel; and so his inberitance 


might have been lost from his name, by passing into ano- 
ther name and family : which he was not willing to hazard. 
The Hebrew word Goel is the same that Job uses for Re- 


deemer; and always signifies a kins man. 
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Upon which Boaz made this decla- | 
ration to the elders, and all the peo- 


ple present. Ye are my witneſſes this 
day, that I have bought all that was | 
Elumelech's, and all that was his ſon's, 
at the hand of Naomi, „ 
Ye fee likewiſe ] have purchaſed 
Ruth, the Moabiteſs, to be my wife, to 
ratſe up the name of the dead upon 
their inheritance, that their name 
may not be loſt among their relations, 
Of this Icall you to witneſs this day.u. 
To all which the assembly gave 
their acknowledgment, addinga hearty 
prayer, that she might be fruitful as 
Rachel and Leah, who were the@@ri 
ginal raisers of the hause of Israe 
Ruth conceived, and in due time 
was delivered gf a son, whom, they 
named Obed ; Which Obed was 1 
father of 7e/e, and grandfather of | 
king David, of whom, according to 
the flesh, ( came the Savigur of 
During the wise and virtuous ad- 
ministration of Deborah and Barak, 
the Israelites enjoyed the blessing of 
eace; but when their conductors 
died, they fell into their constitution- 
al sin of 1dolatry, and provoked their 
God to deliver them into the hands 
of their enemies. He permitted the 
< MAES. bas — — 8 ww 
gains, sales, exchanges, and alienations} among the Israel- 
ites. There were two sorts of it: . 68 hd 
Ihe ficst was penal; as When a man refused to marry 
his brother's wife, io raise up seed to the deceased, who died 
childless; for then the law commanded, that the woman 
sliould pluck off his sboe, and spit in his face, using these 
words; ** Thus shall it be done to the man that refuseth | 
to raise up issue to his brother's family“?ꝰ7 1 
The second Was cessionary, or in token of resignation, 
and did not reach to compel. the kinsman in the second; 
third and fourth degree to marry the widow ; but he might 
transfer his right to any other of the kindred; and as a 


«ign of his cession or gganslation of his right, he took, off 
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condition, and a stranger from the peop 


30 
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Midianites to over- run their country, 
who for seven years kept them in such 
subjection, that they were forced to 
betake themselves to dens in the 
mountains and ca ves in the earth, and 
to fortified places; from whence, in 
spring time, they stole out to so their 
land; but towards harvest the Ama- 


lekites and Midianites came and 


encamped in their country, and tar- 
ried till they had devoured all the pro- 
vision and forage they could find, 


and then they returned, leaving the 


Israelites nothing to support life. 
The poor Israelites being served 
thus year after year, at last grew 


greatly impoverished, which put them 


in mind, that by their sins they had 
drawn this punishment upon them- 
selves; and that the 908 remed 
Was, d. 
7 had permitted these evils to be- 
fall them. | | 


|. Whilst they were supplicating God 


for help, he sent a (m) Prophet to 
ex postulate with them for their ingra- 
titude, by which he brought them 
to a sense of their folly, and his jus- 
tice in punishing them. 


This judgment brought them hum 


to have recourse to the Lord, 


* 


ble before the Lord, and prepared 


them for a due reception of the bles- 


5 WE” 


— 2 


Ws. 


(i) Came. Herein is described, how Jesus Clitist pro- 
ceeded of Ruth, notwithstanding she was a Moabite of lo 
le of God: which 


was a type, that the Gentiles should be sanQified by him 


and joined with his people. | | = 
(mn) Prophet. St. Augustine supposes him to be that 


angel which soon after appeared to Gideon; but others 
| with greater probability suppose him to be some person en- 
died with the spirit of prophesy by God, and sent to the 

| 3 


Israclites, as other prophets were. 


* 


— 


his shoe and delivered it to his kineman, who would marry. 
the widow, in the presence of the elders. 


sing 


„ 4 
A 


1 90 


of Gideon, the son of Joaſſ. 


At this time Gideon was threshing ] 
wheat, that he might hide it from 


the ties. And whilst he was 


thus employed in providing suste- 


nance for his family, the angel of the 
Lord red to him, and said, 


The Lord be with thee, thou mighty f 


Man of valour. l 
Sideon was soon apprized, by the 
manner of this salutation, that it 
was a message extraordinary; and as 


readily replyed, f the Lord be with 


us, why then is all this befallen us? 


And where are all his miracles, whach. 


| _ Fore: fathers have told us of, ſay. 


ing. Did not the Lord bring us up 
25 % Egy t? But now the Lord | 
nat /e 7 n ug, and delruered us 
into the hands of the Midianites. 55 
The Angel looking stedfastly o 
him, said, Be couragious, and . 
falt ſave Hrael from the hands of 
| Hu M idiantbes. Is ut noi 1 that Jet 
But Gideon, considering his own 
eee and the low condition of 
his own family, more than the pre- 
_ - 8ence of him that spoke to him, an- 
swered, In what capacity am I to 
Jerve Ifracl, fence my family is but 
poor in the tribe of Manaſſeh, and 
mel the leaſt among lem. 
The Angel to encourage him said, 
; Surely 1 will be with thee, and thou 


falt ſmite the Midianites with as 
2 . as if they were but one Fi. 


man. 
This 
55 daun of ads - but e of an as. 
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| sing he was * to confer, in send- N 
ing them a deliverer, in the person 
ound 80 in th 


th 


| 


* 


„ 


surance of the person who talked 
with him, he said, If now I have 
by feght, be pleaſed 
to eto me ſome token, whereby I may 
know that it is thou the Lord that 
talleſt with me. Wherefore depart 
not hence I pray thee, till I return 
with my 0 ring, and fet tt before | 
thee. 
be angel promised to nviy'; and 
Gideon having prepared a kid, and 
some unleavened cakes, he came and 
presented them before the Angel; 
by whose directions, having laid them 
upon the rock, the Angel, with the 
of his staff, touched the cakes 
and the flesh, upon which fire came 
out of the rock and consumed them; 


wr. the Angel in disappear- 


Gideon upon this was sensible that 
it was an angel that had appeared to 
him, and crying out in despair, said, 
Alas, my Lord God! becauſe 1 have 
Fg an Angel face to face, J ſhall 

OW 
But the Angel, though Gideon, 
| could not see him, to confirm and 
comfort him, bid him not fear, for 
he should not die. Gideon, in thank- 
ful remembrance of this gracious in- 
terview, and God's goodness to him, 
built an altar there, and called it Je- 
hovah-Shalom, that is, the Lord of 
8 
The same W be Lord com- 

manded Gideon to demolish the al- 
tar of Baal, which in those corrupt 
times had been erected, and to cut 
down the groves there; and build 


an altar to the Lord his God upon 


ich, 


che ap, of the rock : after wh 
1 : 33 
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to Sacrifice his Father's (un) second 


which he was to cut down. 


Gideon readily obeyed God; but 
considering it would be difficult to do 
this in the day time, he resolved to : 
do it by night; and taking ten of his 

servants to assist him, he did as God | 


had commanded him. 


The inhabitants of the place being | 
ines. what Gideon had done, de- | 
manded him of his Father, that they | 
oash | 
lutely 
saying, I/ Baal is God, let him avenge | 1 


might put him to death: but 
would not deliver his son, res 


homſelf on ham that deſtroyed hits al- 

tar. From which occasion 
called his son Gideon Jerub- 
which signifies, let Baal enge 
Thus this tumult ended. | 


th - * i | 171 
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1 3 This bullock is thought by the Rabbins 
: and others to be called the second from the stall in which 
it $to0d and was fed, which was the second in order 


place; and beinglas many years old, as Heir _— to 


"> 


or * HE HOLY. BIBLE, 


_ bullock upon it, which was seven | _ 
. years: old, and offer it for a burnt- 


$acrifice, with the wood of the grove, 


5. 
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GIDEON MUSTERS THE TRIBES. RE. 
CEIVES AN MEN OH SUCCESS. 18 


MEN. ENCOURAGED BY. A DREAM. 
_ OBTAINS A SIGNAL VIETORY: OVER 
THE ENEMIES OF ISRAEL, AND DIES. 
'IN 
INTO IDOLATRY AND LNGRATITHRE, 
 ABIMELECH IS MADE KING, | 
Ti BLOODY 
ZBRETHREN. ABIMELECH AND THE 
Z#. SHECHEMITES ARE PUNISHED FOR 


in 


T was now about the time when 


1 the Midianites and Amalekites, 
with other Eastern people, used to 


come, and plunder the country, WhO 

appearing in a vast body, —_— 
in the valley of Jezreel. 

Then was Gideon inspired with a 

4 more than ordinary courage, and by 


IQ s0undof trumpet summoned all those 
| | of his own family to come in quickly 


to him. He also sent messengers 
through the tribes of Manasseh, Ash- 
er, Zebulun and Naphtali, they came 

uch numbers, that in a short time 


|] he could muster up an army of two 


HAP. 


and thirty thousand men, which were 
but few in comparison of the enemy s 
army, which consisted of an hundred = 
and thirty five thousand men. 


A Gideon, considering the vast odds 


the enemy had, begged of God to 
[ BE HR some omen ond an n 


2 we 


* — 


jng this bullock might in $ome- 
— off the Midianitish yoke 


dee ee Galea; ee vgs breaker 
or deſtroyer. 5 
of 


e 


APPOINTED A+ SELECT. NUMBER OF 


MASSACRE OH — 


THEIR CRUELTY AND WICKEDNESS. -. 


PEACE. THE ISRAELITES FALL 


e deer this: 
10 
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of success to him and his men. The his soldiers down to the water, 1 


sign he proposed was, that he lay- 
ing a fleece of wool on the floor, the 
dew should be upon the fleece only, 
and the earth round it should be dry. 
Which the next morning was done; 
for the ground about it was dry, but 
the fleece was so full of dew, that he 
wrung a bowl-full of water out of it. 
Then (o) inverting the former man- 
ner, he desired that the fleece might 
be dry, and the ground dewy; winch | 
Was likewise done. | 
Gideon being fully ie by 
this double miracle; resolved forth- 
with to attack the enemy. But God 
knowing the folly and ingratitude of 
the Israelites, and rightly foreseeing, 
that if with this army they should 
conquer the Midianites, they would 
vainly impute it to their own courage 


79 am 


and numbers, and not to his assist- | 
so in favour of the Israelites, that 


ance; therefore ordered Gideon to 
make proclamation in the camp, 
that whosoever was afraid, should 


have liberty to return home. n 


Upon this, two and twenty thou- . 
Sabi: quitted this expedition, only 
ten thousand remaining with Gideon, | 
This was a very inconsiderable num. 
ber, in comparison of the IRE 
| host of the Midianites.” | 
But yet; few as the Iieavlites Vers; 0 


it came within the verge of o88ibili- | 


ty, that they might defeat their foes 
with this handful of men: and there- 
fore God resolving that the whole 
action and victory should appear to 


a 


why "= ain Spee Mert Eten l. DAY 


% JAR It may reasonably be supposed, 
hiv Gideon, for bis ow] satisfaction, would not 


Ls 
4 Fo <# 
8 a 


to observe his motions, and 


he would give him a sign to direct 
him what men to select for this bu- 


siness, which was this. They that 


took up water in their hands and 
lapped it, should go with him; but 


they WhO lay down to drink, should 


not go. Only three hundred of them 


drank out of their hands, whom God 
commanded him to keep with him, 


and dismiss the rest. 

But lest Gideon, upon Gods re- 
ducing his army to so small a number 
as three hundred men, should grow 


diffident of the promised success, he 


was gommanded to take his servant 
Pfura, and late at night go to the 


_ enemy's camp and listen, where he 


should hear that which should encou- 

rage him. Which he accordingly did; 
and there he heard a soldier ex pound- 
ing a dream to another, which was 


he heard his own name mentioned, 
with this advantage, that God would 
deliver the Midianitish army into the 
hands of Gideon. 4 
Thus encouraged, Gideon, in hum- _ 
ble adoration, worshipped the God 


of his mercies; and getting back un- 
discovered, put his mien in order, di- 
viding them into three companies, an 
hundred in each. He gave to every 


man a trumpet, and a pitcher, with 
a burning lamp in it, 9 10 them 
0 Just 

as they should see him do. 
Gideon having thus disposed this 


little body oc my. put himself a at 


** * ali 
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of or the sign, br e er d it to chbccu- 


rage hi 2 and bad IE off al, EDD + of g Kos 
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the head of one of them; and giving 
the signal, by breaking the pitchers, 
and qsounding their trumpets, the rest 
did the like, and with a terrible shout 


they cried out, The ſword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon] This alarm 
affected the eyes and the ears of the 
enemy with unusual objects, and en- 
creased by the | horror of the ( 5 : 
night, so added to their confusion, 
that, eben beg; own party, they 


fell on each other's Swords. God hav- 


ing before disposed the Midianites 


for destruction; so that Gideon and 


his army gained an easy victory, hav- 
ing nothing to do, but to pursue a 


flying and timorous enemy. 


In this they were assisted by th. 3 


that on proclamation had deserted 


the common cause, who, thou gh they 
rere afraid to fight, yet had cou- 


* 


rage to pursue. 


_ Gideon, to make sure work, and 
to prevent the Midianites, for some 
time, to give Israel any disturbance, 
sent to t e Ephraimites to possess ; 


* 


themselves of the passes on the Jor- 
dan, that so, few or none of them 


might escape. 


This they accordin gly performed, | 


taking Oreb and Zeeb, two Midiani- 


nich Princes. whom they slew, and | 


deon and his party continued very 


closely till they came to Succoth, 
where being: faint and weary they | 


halted, and Gideon desired of the in- 


habitants some refreshment for his 


men. The princes of Succoth; know- 


ing that Gideon with his small party 
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beginning of the middle watch; which dividing che night 
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_ in chase of Zebah and Zalmunna, 
two of the kings of Midian, WhO with 


fifteen thousand men werefled to Kar- 


cor, instead of giving Gideon and 


his soldiers any refreshment, ridiculed 


him on the account of his little army, 


and in derision asked him whether he 
was so secure of victory over the 


ere he pursued, as to demand re- 


ief of them? This unmannerly and 


inhospitable treatment so incensed 


Gideon, that he told them, If the 
Lord gave him success against Zeba 
and Zalmunna, he would make them 
repent their incivility. The same he 
threatened to the inhabitants of Pe- 
nuel for the like rudeness; and with 
his fatigued party continued the pur- 


suit till he came to Karcor, where the 


two Midianitish princes with their 
rallied forces lay thoughtless of dan- 


tage of this security, surprised and 
defeated them, taking the two kings 


called the chiefs of the place, seventy- 
seven in number, who had before up · 


braided him, to a severe aecount, chas- 


tising them with thorns and briars, 


as he had before threatened them. 


Nor was he less sparing to Penuel, 


whose - fortifications he demolished, 


and slew the governors. 
The captive 
rously destroyed 


escape the general massacre at Tabor. 
Gideon, intend 


< . 
al 


e 


* 


wer to ten at night with us. 
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any 


princes had barba- 
all before them in 
their march, nor did Gideon's family 2% 


| 1g' to chew mercy to 
the two kings; if they had shewed 


ger. But Gideon taking the advan- 


prisoners, whom he brought in tri- 
umph with him to Succoth: And 


ben ar ed Es l e $6 at... _.. 


hn 


him, having 
of royal children. Gideon, from their 
description, concluding they were his 
brethren, whom they had slain, de- 
elared, if they had spared them, he 
would have saved their lives; but 
since they had killed his brethren, 
they must expect no mercy. Then 
his son Fether to fall 
upon them, but he eee | 


commandin 


success in the 


194 


any to his house, demanded what man- 
ner of men they were whom they had 
slain at Tabor; who answered some- 


hat flatterin | 
e majestie appearance 


— 
on ©] ; 


somewhat timorous, Gideondispatch- 


ed them with his own hand; order- 
ing them to be stripped of their roy- 

al ornaments, and their camels of their 

rich trappings and furniture. 
The Ephraimites, who had 
most valiantly, brought the heads of 
Oreb and Zeeb, whom they had slain, 
to Gideon, as tokens of their singular 
service; and, beginning to quarrel | 


with Gideon for not calling upon 


them at the first, he wisely pacified 
them, by magnifying their service and 
| ursuit. . And now the 
strength of Midian being thus broke 
by the slaughter of their whole army, 
Israel enjoyed 
The Israelites, fond of Gideon's 
courage and conduct, in this great 
. deliverance, resolved to crown his 
merit with the settlement of the go- 
vernment on him and his family. 
But Gideon, well knowing the ho- 


a peace of forty 


nour of this victory was not due to 


3 


Fs, him, but God alone, modestly and 
_  - -- generously. declined their offer, say - 


. 
— 


Eplod. The Ephod. was the." 
the Priest wore upon his shoulder, 


« : A 
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n 
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but, by the 


* 


behaved 


0 
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| ing, I will not rule over you, neither 
ſhall my jon, but the Lord ſhall rule 


ly, that they were like | | 
15 thang of you ; and that is, That you 


| 


and 
groun 


over you. Vet to let you — do not 
flight your kindneſs, I will requeſt one 


will give me the ear-rings of your 
plu der. | 5 1685 e N 
Jo this they all readily consented; 
4 a garment on the 
d, they threw in the ear- rings, 
which by weight amounted to one 
thousand seven hundred shekels of 
gold; besides the rich ornaments 
and robes of the kings, with the chains 


that were upon the camels' necks. 


house of Israel. 


Of this br Gideon made an (9) 
Ephod, and placed it in his own city 
Ophrah, where he dwelt, as a monu- 


ment of this victory: Which in time, 


by a wrong use, and contrary to the 
will of Gideon, proved a snare to his 
family, and indeed to the whole 
Gideon survived this signal victory * 
forty years, during which, Israel en- 


joyed a profound peace; but at his 


death they fell, as usual, into idolatry 
and ingratitude, not only to God, but 
to the memory of Gideon their de- 


f 4; 
Gideon, by several wives, had se- 


| fused the 
for himself and his sons, yet as soon 


venty sons; and by a concubine, he 
had one son, whom he named 4 bi- 
melech. And though Gideon had re- 
vernment of Israel, both 


as he was e eee Abimelech, 
an aspi youth, suggesting to his 
mother's family at — antey That his 
seventy brethren would usurp the 
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govern- 
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5 governm *— rthem, advised them 
to consider, whether it would not be | 


- better for chem to be governed by | 
one than by seventy persons; at the 
same time, putting them in mind, that 
he was of their family and kindred. 
His relations upon this suggestion 
| propoged advancement to themselves, 
which they insinuated to the She- 
chemites, who closing with the pro- 
jedct, contrived how to advance Abi- 
. melech to * government; and that 
money 1 not be wanting to for- 
ward the 
of the treasury of th 
Berith, and gave it to Abimelech, 
Who with it hired a company of dis- 
solute fellows to attend him. 
With these ruffians, he repaired to 
his deceased father's house at Ophrah, 


where he seized sixty · nine of his bre- 


| thren, and slew them upon one (7) 
stone; the youngest, named Jotham, 


| having timely; notice, escaped. Soon 
is bloody and unnatural exe- 
cution, the Shechemites, having no- 
thing to fear from Gideons house, 
assembled together at Millo, and 


after 


chose Abimelech (5) king. 


When this inhuman; procedure 


reached the cars of Jotham, he went | 
to the top of mount Gerizim, where! | 


in a parabolical , oration. he repre- 
sented to the Shechemites, how his fa- 
ther Jerub- baelꝭ had refused to have 

2 | R— oblaranl acted. an 


09 en * Rane 4 
dedicated. by. Abimelech 10 the idol Baal, and eretted in 
the same place, Where his father Gideon had before de- 


__  - Rtroyed the altar of Baal, bn . 
by him 10 che idol. 

| 69 Ning. In this choice there were neither the-call of 

God nor nor the eon of 3 ann 


EA's 4 


ign, they took some out 
ir God Baal. 


and have 
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him and his family; and that they 


it — one, as 


had now. disposed of 


much inferior in virtue and 
to Gideon and his lawful sons, as the 
, bramble i is to the olive, fig: tree, or 
vine; he expostulated the i e done 
to his family, and reproached them 
with their ingratitude, / - you have 
done truly and e in making 
Aimelech king; and i, vou have 
dealt well with Jerub. baal and his 
' houſe, who merited fo well of you, 
(or my father fought for ꝓou and 
delivered you from the oppreſſion of 
Midian, and het you rave riſen up 
againſt my father's houſe this day, 
ſtain his ſons, and made 
' Abimelech, the fon of his concubine, 


; Tejoice in Abimelech, and let ham re- 
Joice in YOu © 
But, if not, let (6 Kerem 
from Abimelech, and devour lie men 
' of Shechem, and the houſe * Millo,. 


and let them-devour him. 
]otham having thus delivered him- 
un to the Shech 
| to Beer, where he lived secure 
8 * Abimelech's rage. 

Within three years red * 
curse was verified, both upon Abime- 
lech and the Shechemites;- for they- 
conspired against Abimelech, attem 


ing to seize or kill him. But being 
appointes vl: ene Furpabes 3 


FIST 2. 8 


f 


1 — — 


2 We "by the body 9 but a 


isorderly 3 without the knowledge of 
e tribes.; and n 8 I-- 


lt) Fire. That is, let Abimelech be a 
3 I — 


3 
- Joined 


honour 


King. becauſe he is your brother) ;. 
' If you have done well in this, tien 


mites made his es- 
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company, one that lived by the 


spoil of others, as the Sheohemites 


did. His name was Gaal, the son of | 
bed, and an impudent W "ar 


a very great coward. 

Gaal being sent at the head of this 
dissoute ang,” ravaged the country 
uncontrouled for some time, spoiling 
the vineyards of the Shechemites, 
who made Abimelech king; and i in 
their mirth and jollity they despised 


Abimelech; but none spoke With 


more contempt of him than Gaal. 
The wild carriage of the abandoned 
Gaal, soon reached the ear of Zebul, 


ho was Abimelech's vice. roy in 


furiously, 


Shechem; but he not * strong 


enough to chastise him for his inso- 
lence, sent privately to Abimelech, 
to aquaint him that Gaal and his mad 


crew were come to Secbem and had 


fortified” the city against him, advi- 


that so he might Surprize them. Abi- 
melech approved of the stratagem, 


and forthwith put it into execution; 


which succeeded so well, that Gaal, 
ani those that followed Rim! were de. 
feated and slain; and the next day 


he stormed the place and took it; 
and to express his resentment more : 
after he had demolished' | 
Me city, he sowed it with (u) salt. 
But during these transactions, some 

of the con- 
nad: fled to 2. 1 


that escaped the 
_ N and f 


"= Cate. "The was ail conan of — cities 
Foal + Not chat the strewing. of salt signified 


drying up, or rendering of the soil barren ;'.(for-there was 


no occasion for that in. an inhabited Tur de che 
none 


A her 


” | 


! 


2a — 


sing him to come by night, and lie in 
uscade till the next morning, 


r 0 


—5 9 


te wretch, and | tower," seeing the houses of the city 
[| thrown (down, not supposing them- 
selves safe in the tower, took sane- 


tuary in a fort belonging to the tem- 


ple of their God Berith: Which Abi- 


; 
| x 


melech hearing, he took an axe in his 
hand, and commanding his army to 
do the same, he marched up to the 
mount Malmon, where grew a grove 
of trees, and cutting down a bough, 
he laid it on his shoulder, and brought. 
it to the fort: the rest did the same; . 


and when they had laid the boughs 
f together. Abimelech set them on fire; 


by which about Aa thousand men and 


F | Wein en were destroyed. 


This success encouù raged Abimelech 


to attack the city of Thebez, which 
he took by e 
a strong tower in che city, the inha- 
bitants fled thither, and maintained 
it for some time against all the force 
of Abimelech, which so irritated the 


But there being 


impatient conqueror, that pursuing 


his fate, he came near the tower to 
encourage his men, and facilitate the 
taking of it by his presence; but 
pressing too near the door, with a 
design to have set it on fire, a woman 

from above, cast down a piece of 

mill-stone Se his head, which wow * 
his skull. | 


e 
ly wounded, catied hastily to his ar- 


| mour- bearer, and commanded him to 
dispatce 
be died by the hand of a woman. 


h him, that it might not be said 


His 8 him, and n re- 
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licked 5 


In this action part of Jotham curse was : 


| for Abimelech; though. not S laveful king, yet served the 


| Shechemites justly, Who after they. had made him their 


port 


i king, revolted from him. 
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port of his death was no sooner ru- 


moured among the troops, but they 
dispersed. 1 

Thus were Abimelech and the She- 
chemites scourges to each other, and 


Jotham's curse completed in the fate 


of both. 


CHAP. IX. 


TOLA- SUCCEEDS ABIMELECH IN THE 
CONDUCT OF THE ISRAELITES. THEY 
ARE AGAIN PUNISHED FOR THEIR 
TRANSGRESSIONS, AND ON THEIR 
SUBMISSION, FAVOURED WITH TO- 
KENS OF THE DIVINE REGARD. JEPH- 


THAH FIRST DESPISED IS AFTER- 


WARDS VESTED WITH THE COMMAND 
OF THE ISRAELITISH ARMY AGAINST 
THEIR ENEMIES. HE BEHAVESBRAVE- 
LY;  MAKES' AN EXTRAORDINARY 
VOW, WHICH HE EXECUTES WITH A 
MOST RIGID PUNCTUALITY. JEPH- 
THAH DIES. ISRAEL ENJOYS A PEACE 
DURING THE REIGNS OF THREE 
LEADERS. PARTICULAR CIRCUM- 


STANCES WHICH ATTENDED THE 


BIRTH OF SAMSON. 


FoOLA, the son of Phua, uncle 
by the father's side to Abime- 
lech, of the tribe of //achar, was ap- 
8 ruler or judge of Israel in 


is stead; of whom nothing is re- 


corded, but that he governed Israel 


three and twenty JE * 
ilead, 


To him succeeded Jair of G 
who reigned two and twenty years. 


* 


After this, God being provoked 
by the idolatry of the Israelites, he 
permitted the Philistines, Amorites, 
and Ammonites, to over-run their 
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country as they pleased for eighteen 
years; and in the last year, the Am- 


monites bent their whole farce against 


the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and 


Ephraim. 


The Israelites, finding themselves 
not able to deal with the vast numbers 


of their enemies, became sensible of 
their follies, by which they had pro- 


voked God to punish them thus; and 


therefore acknowledging their sin of 


idolatry, they begged of God to as- 
sist them once more. | 
But God upbraided them with in- 


gratitude, and to increace the pun- 


gency of their sorrow, bade them cry 
to the Gods which they had chosen, 


and try if they would deliver them 


in the time of their distress. This 


ites. 


was a cutting reproof to the Israel - 


However, to recover God's favour 


and protection, they reformed; for 


they put away their 1dols, and served 


the Lord. | 885 
The God of Israel after his wonted 


er to that ungrateful people, 


naving brought them to a sense of 
their crimes by the rigour of his 
punishment, again returned to them 
in much mercy, and pointed out to 


them the certain means of deliver- 
ance. There was at that time in 


the half tribe of Manasseh, which set- 


tled on the other side of Jordan, a 
man of note amongst his people, 
whose name was Gilead, of the family 
of that Gilead the son of Machir, 
to whom Moses gave the city Gi- 


lead, from whence the family was 


called Gileadites. | | 


This Gilead had several sons by his 


322 e 


198 
and he had one on by a (*) 
'harlot, whom he named Jephthah. a 


When Gilead's lawful sons were 1] 
grown up, they thrust out Zephthah, | 
Ing, mn, that being not born in 


lawful matrimony, he should have 

no inheritance among the. 
Jephthah, upon this, expecting 
Worse usage, hastened from them, 
and took up his station in the land 
- of Tos; which place being very sub- 
Jett to the depredations and military 

_ expeditions of the enemy, jephthah 

the rather chose for his residence, 

being himself naturally brave and da- 


enemy, he always distinguished him- 
Self; so at last he was courted to ac- 
T cept a command of a number of 
-» . young fellows, with whom he went 
„„ > AS cap te 09s. 
In this time of general prowess, 
the Gileadites thinking themselves ag- 
grieved by the Ammonites, resol ved 
upon war, but wanted a general. 
Whereupon at a grand meeting of 
their chiefs, it was agreed, that he 
| Who should first attack the Ammon- 
| # es should be their general. 
Ihen bethinking themselves of 
Jephthah, whom they knew to be a 

man of courage and conduct, the 
addressed themselves to him, and of- 
fered him the command of their 
lephthah, surprized at this sudden 
change, asked them, how they who 

had expelled him his father's house, 
Could expect any succour from Him 
mn their distress ? They acknowledged 
"their present distress was the only 
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ring. In their excursions against the 


| ites, upon their coming out of Egypt, 
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motive of their coming, and repeated 
their importunes to him to go with 
171% a . 
Jephthah mindful of the ill treat- 
ment he had received from the people, 
who now offered him a post of ho- 
nour, determined not to engage with 
them, but upon sure terms. For, 
says he, / I go along with you, and 
ſucceed againſt the Ammonites, ſhall 
T be your ruler afterwards. 
Their necessity was so pressing at 
this time, that they readily consent- 
ed, solemnly engaging that it should 
be 80. Upon this, Jephthah went 
with them, and the people made him 
captain over them; and Jephthah re- 
peated the covenant, or agreement, 
between them and him before the 
Lord in Mizpeh. £5.65 
Jephthah, having thus secured to 


himself the conduct of the Israelites, | 
in case of success, was greatly ani- _ 
mated, and sent ambassadors to the | 
king of Ammon, to demand the 
reason of his invading the Israelites. 3 
The Ammonitish king reply d, that | 

| the land was his, and that the Israel- f 


took it from the Ammonites; which 
now he demanded, or would make 
.. y inc. 
\ _Jephthah by other ambassadors 
told him the case from the beginning; 
that the Israelites, in their passage 
from Egypt, being denied to pass 
through the countries of Edom and 
Moab, were forced to fetch a great 
compass until they came unto the 
land of the Amorites; where they 
were not only refused a passage, but 


1 


who kept a houe of public entertainmen | t. 


attacked 
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attacked in a hostile manner, by the | 
Amoritish king, whom the Israelites 
defeated in a pitched battle, fairly 
conquering, not only the kingdom of 
the Amorites, but whatsoever else be- 
longed to Sihon the Amoritish king; 
who. having before taken from the 
king of Moab, the land now in dis- 
pute, it fell with the rest by conquest 
from the Amorite to Israel. Besides, 
he confirmed Israel's title by a long 


prescription of many years, peaceable | 


enjoyment. 


, 


But these reasons would not do 


with the king of Ammon, who march- 
ed directly against the Israelites, 
and was by them as warmly received. 
But before the action, Jephiban, ; 
the more readily to secure himself of 
victory, made this vow, to the Lord; 
I said he, thou wilt give me ſucceſs 
againſt the Ammonates thts day, what- 
 foever vometh forth of mine houſe to 
meet me, when J return, I will furely 
con ſecrate to the Lord, or I will of-. 
fer it up for a burnt-offering.* 
To this victory of Jephthah's, a 


Ne” 


This passage has occasioned no small  controversy . 
among commentators. The doubt is, whether ee 

offer up his daughter for a burnt-offering, or consecrated 
her to the public service of God. It appears, that Jeph- 


thah's daughter was not $acrificed, but devoted to the Lord. 


It is plain that in many cases, his vow could not have been 
executed: for suppose on his return, that a dog, or any 
other unclean animal, had first met him, he must not have 
offered it for a burnt- offering, the law of Moses 8 
strictly forbidden such sacriliges; besides, if Jephthah 
was under a necessity of offering his daughter, who was 
to be employed in chat . task ? The priests were 
commanded to do all in their power to deter the people 
from the commission of so abominable a prattice; + 266. 
gistrates well knew, that such sacrifices were strictly for- 
bidden by God himself, and certainly no person can con- 
ceive Jephthah capable of undertaking such an inhuman 
office, Fw the whole, therefore, I think it appears, that 
she was not sacrificed; but devoted to the service of God. 
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civil War auccgsdedi between the 
[ tribe of Ephraim, and the tribe of. 


Gilead. | 


The Ephraimites were an ambi- 


tious quarrelsome people, and this 


was not the first instance of their 
temper, which formerly went no fur- 


ther than words: but now the muti- 
nous Ephraimites carried it further, 


and with as little reason: for asemb- 


ling their forces together, they came 
upon Jephthah, and demanded why 
he fought the Ammonites without 
them? Jephthah very justly remon- 
strated with them on the impropriety 
of their demand, and shewed that the 
cause of their dissatisfaction was 


owing to themselves, who refused to 
come to his assistance when the Am- 
monites attacked him. The unrea- 


sonable Ephraimites were so enraged 


at this just reproach, that, es no- 


thing to urge in vindication of theme 


selves, and depending on their num- 


ts 
£ 


bers, threatened: to burn his house 


over his hr, So te 27 
Jephthah finding it to no purpose 


8 . — Ws 
thought, is a sufficient proof that she was not sacrificed z,.. 


for otherwise, it would have been superfluous to say, that 


after the vow was performed, she kne no man. 


The daughters of Israel went yearly, Judges xi. 40. 


The original word, which we render, lament, is capable 
of different significations; by some it 18 translated, to talk 
with; by others, 10 praise; if we adept the first, it is a 


demonstrative proof that she was alive, and therefore they: 


went at certain seasons, to comfort and console her. If 
the latter, the sense will be, that they went to praise ber 


virtue, who, in the midst of her father's afflictions for the - 
miserable condition to which his rash yaw had subjected 


her, did all in her power to asswage his grief, by axzUring: 


him, that she submitted to the will of God with the utmost. © 
resignation, and that though a state of perpetual vir nity: 
| was the greatest punishment which could 
. itich woman, who generally placed her greatest happiness 
in the expeRtation.of the Messiab's springing from her 
seed, yet even this She would cheerfully undergo, rather 
than he should falsify the oath he had made. 
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to reason longer with them, mustered 


what force he could in so short time, 


and being flushed with the late suc- 


cess, resolved to fight the Ephraimites 
who had no reason to despise him and 


his, or call them fugitives of Ephraim; 


for the Gileadites needed no reproach 


mies joined, an 


to rouze or whet their courage, es pe- 
cially. under the conduct of their va- 
liant general Jephthah. The ar- 
joir after a short but 
sharp dispute, the fortune of the bat- 


tle declared for Gilead, Ephraim be- 


ing forced to fly, Jephthah resolv- 


ing to make sure work, and prevent 


the Ephraimites from disturbing him 


Selves E 


quickly, secured all the passes on the 
Jordan, which those Ephraimites that 
escaped in the fight, must of neces- 
sity pass, to get home: so that as 
fast as any of them came thither, if 
upon examination they owned them- | 
phraimites, they were put to 
the sword: if any denied, they gave 
them the test, which was to pro- 
nounce the word ()) SHIBBOLETH, | 
Which they could not do, either 


_ through fear or infatuation, calling it 


++S1BBOLETH ; which small variation 


- Forty thousand of the Ephraimites. 
. - Jephthah, having thus through the 
divine assistance signalized his valour 
in a series of success, both against 
foreign and domestick enemies, spent 
the rest of his life in peace, which 


2 7 (8) Fephthat's. 
* Aesch 6f:Abdon, his immediate predecessor, 
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cost them their lives. In this action 
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Allowing Samson to have been 
_ ®bort# at this time, he must be at least thirty years old at the 


” 
7 
- 


at (8) 


—— 


lasted not long, for the whole time 
of his administration was but of six 
year CORLIDUANCS: id 6 on Frys, 
Jephthah was succeeded by Jan 
of Bethlehem, of whom there is no- 
thing more recorded, than that he had 
thirty sons and thirty daughters, and 
that he reigned seven years. 


Elon a Zebulonite succeeded Ib. 


Zan, who governed Israel ten years; 
and after him Abdon ruled eight: all 


that was said of this last is, that he 


had forty sons, and thirty grandsons. 
In these three reigns, Israel en- 
joyed a peace of three and twenty 
years; in which time, growing wan 
ton they lapsed into their former 
sins; by which they provoked God 
to punish them, which he did, in 
delivering them into the hands of the 
ENNIS. =o ͤ nnd nf 
Samſon of whose exploits much is 
recorded in sacred writ, is supposed 
to have been born about the time 
Jephthah's victory. His 
birth being attended with unusual 
events and circumstances, we shall 
relate the particulars. | 


Samson was the son of Manoahk a 


(a) Danite, whose wife having been 


long barren, the Angel of the Lord 
appeared to her, when alone, and 


told. her, she should conceive, and 
bear a son, directing her how to ma- 
nage and order herself whilst she was 
with child, by forbearing wine or 
strong drink, and all unclean meats. 


* 
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Philistines was most exposed to their incursions and invasi- 
ons, and thergfore God out of that tribe chose Samson 
for a judge and revenger. Which is very agreeable to 
the p y of Jacob when he blessed his sons a little 
"before his death. Dan tall be a Serpent by the way, an 
Ader by the. path, "biting ehe heels of the horſe, so that 


And 
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And that aſter she was delivered of 
him, she should not“ shave his head; 

for he should be a Nazarite unto 
God from his birth, and should begin 


to deliver Israel from the e 


ons of the Philistines. 
The woman informed her nusbpnd 
ok this extraordinary interview. with 
the Angel, and the injunctions she 
had received from him; Manoah 
was not so much su rprized as over- 
joyed at the hopes of having a son, 
| but had an earnest desire to see chis 
divine messenger himself, his pretence 
for it, being to be further instructed 
in the management of the child, When 
he should be born. 

_ God graciously answered his re. 
quest; and the Angel again appeared, 
repeating to the ex pecting couple the 
former instructions. 

pearing in human shape, Manoah 

took him to be a Man of God, and 
pressed him to accept of an entertain- 
ment. 

The Angel told bi 1 would 

not; but advised him to express his 
gratitude in a burnt-offering to che 

Lord. 

Manoah accordingly prepared a 
kid and a meat- offering, and foffer- 
ed as a sacrifice unto God; and then 
the Angel in a wonderful manner 
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* Shave,” Lon R was 5 AGE —_—— app. Fog 
Jews, and here Samson's mother was forbid to cut bis 
hair, because he was to be a Nazarite unto the 0 
is, dedicated to him. . 


The Angel ap- 
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ee to . at Manoah's s importu- | 
nity ; for when' the flame ascended 
from the altar, the Angel aueended 
in it and disappeared. eee fps 
Now poor Manoah began too late, 


he feared, to repent his curiosity, and 


both he and b wide {ir N them- 
selves on the groun 
ing upon himself and wife ag lost, 
eried out, We ſhall ſurely. die, becauſe | 
wwe have dared to fee: Cod. bs - 
But the woman, armed * more 
reason and courage, argued with her 
timorous and desponding husband, 
and told him, that if the Lord had 
intended to destroy them, he would 
not have accepted an offering from 
them, nor condeseend to communi- 
Tcate such a blexing to them a Re 
had promised. 4 
Aecordingly to the ed time 
he woman was delivered of a son, 


whom, from the — e calle Rs 


a seren time to leer che calle Sk 


Samsen. . | 
By the gene uence, ib 1s ia: 
„ie one e, —_ Samson's parents | 
observed the directions given by the 
Angel for his 5 and erudition; 
for whilst a child, the Lord blessed 


him, so that he grew to a wonderful a 


strength. And while he was but a 
youth, the Spirit of the Lord began 
HS IN move N at” certain times 
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to exert elt in i af streng th 
and activity, in the (c) old camp of b 
Bae! nn eee and ee 


A N 


„ — EXTRAORDINARY EXPLOITS. 


FROM VARIOUS INTERESTING  CAU-_ 
SES. | EXTRAORDINARY CONQUEST ||| 
OVER THE | PHILISTINES. | HIS RE. 
MARK ABLE STRENGTH. HE Is OVER- 
COME "BY" DELILAH, BIRTH OF SA. 
MUEL.. GOD'S: EXTRAORDINARY RE. 
VELATION: * . | 


GAMSON, Toa grun to man's 


estate, had a mind to travel, and 


see the country; and coming to Tim-- | 


nath, a city belonging to the Phi- 


| listines ; he happened to cast his eyes 
on a beautiful Philistine, who so cap- 


tivated the young hero, that he could 


not live without her. But in duty to 


his father and mother, he would not 


marry without their consent. 


The fond parents eas WET 
k 


their son, the unreasonableness of the 
match, in offering to marry into. an 
uncircumeised family. 


it. But to gratify him, they went 


with him to Timnath, to see this 
beauty, and treat with her rene 


about the marriage. 


During the course of their jours 


ed. 8 1 
8 9 um 


(c) ou "Ini Thin — 2 was 3 a 


place, where the Danites pitched their camp in their ex- 

ion and enterprize against Laish; for it is not likely, 
that the Philistires, who had the . at that time 
under entire m2: should fer them to have any 4 


* 


But the a- 
morous youth consulting his passion 
more than religion, was so pressing 
in his request to his parents, that 
their indulgence was not proof against 


—_ 


— 


.4 
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ö 
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£ 
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ney, it happened chat; e was at 

some distance from the. company, | 

4 when a young lion came in a 49 

rage out of the vineyards of Timnath 
r and attacked him. 

chak x. e 

came mightily upon him, so that he 

slew the f 

if it had been a kid. FFF 


Upon which the Spirit of the 1 
ion with as much ease, as 


After this action ke: went on ee. 


overtook his parents, but acquainted . 


them not with this adventure of the 


Hog. 


a l at Timnath, the: 
ante was soon concluded. And not 


long after, Samson and his parents, 7 


took another journey to solemnize 
their nuptials; and in their way to 
Timnath, Samson rememberin 
place where he had encounte wih 
the lion, his curiosity led him to see 
what was become of the carcase; 
when, to his great surprize, he found 
a swarm of bees, with some hone 
of which, taking some in his — 4 
he went on eating; and when he 
overtook his parents, he gave them 
some of it, but did not in orm chem 
from whence he had it. 
Being arrived at . —9ꝗ — 
Ee the relations, on both 
sides, for seven days; and to grace 
the nuptials the more, his wife s 5 
| Kindred brought thirty of their prime 


youth to bear him company. To 


these young men, Samson, durin, the; 
wedding. feast, proposed a — 
which was s this Out 5 the cater came 


g 


77 9 2 — - 725 


bang © bn 1 ir the 8 Pere back a b. 


this is another argument, that the story of Micah, and of | 


the Dannes expedition, was transafted before Samson's 


time, though by the — of che Bible they are re- 


led 18 


| forth 


C 


Book III. 
orth meat, and out of the ſtrong came 
2 e 0 : 1 
He gave them seven 
pound the riddle in, upon condition 
that if they expounded it, he would 
give them thirty garments, and as 
many shirts; but if they did not, they 
should give him the same number. 
The young men not knowing how 


to expound the riddle, applied them - 


selves to his wife, and persuaded her 
to discover the meaning of it. 


as to trust her with it, and she imme- 
diately told it to those young men, 
who came to Samson at the end of 


the seven days, and said, What 2s 


ſweeter than honey, and what ts 
rss, , 8 
Samson was 
discovered the secret; for he knew 


he had told it to nobody else; and 
therefore to let them know he was. | 
in the matter, 


he with indignation replied, , you. 


sensible of foul play 
had not plowed with my herfer, you 
could not have . ed my riddle. 

Then yielding his wager lost, he 


prepared to pay it; and going to 


Ascalon, a city of the Philistines, he 


Slew thirty men, whose garments he 


9 those who had expounded 


C 


Being incensed against the Philist- 


ines for this unfair dealing about the 
riddle, he left Timnath and returned 


to his father's house. But though he 


— 


(d) Companions. I suppose to one of the thirty, that 
mY 
and, 
discovering the secret of the riddle. | 

(e) Foxes, The catching of so many foxes may be 


days to ex- 


Af- 
ter much importunity she prevailed 
upon her husband, who was so weak 


. 


d provided to bear him company at the wedding; 
it is very probable, as a reward of —— 4 


of THE HOLY BIBLE. 


| 


- 


. 


fraud of her countrymen os 


_-” 


OE 


care to execute. | 


tion of the tribe of 


had entertained a just resentment 


. _ the Philistines, yet he retain-. 


a fondness for his wife, to whose 


 weakness he did not so much impute 


the eber the-xiddle;.as. to the 


e 
Some time after, he returned to 


| Timnath to visit his wife, and as a 
token of his affection, he brought a 
kid with him for a present; and pre- 
paring to go to bed to her, her father 
vould not permit him, urging for ex- 
cuse, that he thought he slighted her, 


and therefore had given her in mar- 


riage to one of his (d) companions, 
But, if he pleased, her youngest sister, 
' who was more 
Serie 


beautiful, was at his 


Such a circumstance could not fail 


of exasperating Samson to a great 
degree, and he therefore determined 


on a severe revenge, which he took 
Having found means to catch three 


hundred (e) foxes, which he tied two 
and two together, by the tails, with 


lighted torches to them, and drove 


them into the standing corn, by which 


means he burnt not only the corn, 
but the vineyards and olive- trees. 

The Philistines, understanding it 
was Samson, son- in- law to the Tim- 
nite, that had done this mischief, be- 
cause his father- in- law had taken 


away his wife, came in revenge to 


Timnath, and burnt Samson's wife- 
and her father. 
This gave Samson fresh occasion 


5 


* % * 2 
—— 9 — 
2 


| questioned by come: But it is plain from scripture, that 


Judea, and especially that part of it which was the ppr- 
Dan (io which Samson belonged ! 


- 


abounded with foxes. 
of 


- 
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| of quarrelling ith the Philistines, j 


and he was 80- far from concealing | 

his resentment, or using any strata- 
m to be revenged on them, that he 
openly — he would haue satis- 

5 faction, he forthwith did in a 

great of them. 

5 Samson, 7 wr that so rigo- 

rous a procedure, must inflame the 


already incensed Philistines, and in 
so excessively thirsty, that he was 


ready to faint, and being in a place 
' where there was no water to be had, 


order to secure himself from their re- 
sentment, took up his residence in the 
top of the rock Etam; which when 
the Philistines understood they march - 
ed into Judah and encamped there, | 
demanding Samson of the inhabitants, 
dat they might have satisfaction of | 
him for the Vrong he had done them. 


The men of Judah dreading the 


consequence of this invasion, imme- 
diately detached three thousand men 


_ of their tribe, to go and take Samson, 
and say to him, Didſt thou not know, 
that we were ſubject to the Phalift- 


nes? why then haſt thou provoked 
" them jo much? Adding, that they 

vbere came to ſet ze and deliver him to 
the Philiſtines. 


Samsoh knew his a srength, but 
would not use it against his country- 
men; only obliging them by oath 


not to side with the Philistines against 


him, he gave them leave to bind 


him: upon which they brought him 
power of Sampson was at Gaza, 


another city of the Philistines, where 
he took up his lodging in a house of 
r entertainment. | 


too the place where the Philistines lay 


encamped; Who seeing him brought 


bound, thought they had him secure, 


and went out shouting for j Joy to re- 


ceive him. 


"os t before they « could lay hands : 
„ the "EE remarks, Antig. | 33 


| Tyr 10.6 Gol, * N l ae 


flowed from it; of whic 
having drank, his spirit came, and he 
revived. - 


| for the inhabitants of the place hav-- 


1 5 honing ring in a rock, "which did 
read ext ahondagcn of 0198 hd cine wave”. * | 
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on him, he spirit of the 1 came 
upon him 80 powerfully, that he 
broke the cords of his arms with as 


; much ease as if they had been burnt 


flax; and looking about him for a 
veapon, he could find no better than 
a jaw-bone of an ass; however, be- 


2 ing divinely inspired, he digpatched 


ousand of the Phitictines, 55 
The heat of this action made bin 


he addressed himself tos the ood: 


| thus; Thou haſt given thus great de- 
| ' liverance into the hands of th 


Yy ſerv- 


ants : and ſhall I die with thirſt, and 


Jail into theghands of the uncircum- 


God ho Ks complaint, and "RES | 


this miracnlous victory gained by the 
hand of one man, and so poorly arm- 
ed, as with nothing but the Jaw-hone 
of an ass, might not be unattainted, 
he as miraculously gratified the cham- 
pion's thirst, by a supply of water 
from a rock, which never er 
duced any moisture; he clave a hol- 


ro- 


low Y rock, called Mactes, which 
was at Leni, and water ee | 
Samson 


The next e of the: amazing: 


He was not long conntaled. here; 55 


2 * 
ing 
3 . of 


'BooxIll, or THE HOLY BIBLE, 


ing notice of him, beset the house; 
and watching for him all night at 
the gate of the city, concluded they 
should have him in the morning, and 
then they would dispatch him. 


Samson being informed of their 


design upon him, lay still till mid- 
night; and then rising, took the gates 
of the city, with the two posts and 


bars, and laying them on his shoulders, 
carried them to the top of a hill, 
which looked towards Hebron, and 


50 escaped the danger that threat- 
ih ek os H 
- But a more fa | 
soon after befel him; for falling 
in love with a beautiful woman that 
lived in the vale of. Sorek, whose 
name was Delilah, he was so capti- 
vated wich her charms, that he had 
little regard to his own safety. 
_ The princes of the Philistines ob- 
serving Samson's fondness, took ad- 
vantage of it; and addressing them- 
selves to Delilah, promised to give 
her from each of them eleven hun- 
dred shekels of silver, if she could en- 
tice him to discover to her wherein 
his great strength lay, that so they 
might bind and punish him for the 
great mischief he had done them. 
- So great a bribe easily prevailed 
with the woman to betray her lover; 
who, after much solicitation, told her 
That he had been a Nazarite to God 
from his birth, and that no razor ever 
yet came upon his head; but if he 
should be shaven, his strength would 
be no more than that of a common 


„ 0 Dagent This Dagon wer ibe commun'Cod of 
che sea- coast, having the form of à man from the navel 


3 — 
1 
> ; z 
1 * — 


tal danger than this 


| 


— 


** 1 
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1 
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Delilah having thus extorted the 
great secret from him, sent for the 
princes of the Philistines to come to 
her, assuring them that he had dis- 
covered the whole secret of his 
strength 42 They accordingly 
came and broughtthawnoneyatheyv.. 
had promised her; and she e 22 
lulled him to sleep, as his head lay 
on her lap, a man, whom she had 

provided, shaved off the seven locks 
of his head; they rousing him, she 
said, The Philiſtines be ubon thee 


| Samſon. 3 


He, not knowing what was done, 
thought to stretch himself, as he used 
to do, for as yet he knew not that the 
Lord was departed from him; but 


he too soon discovered it by the loss 


of his strengtn. 3 ; 
The Philistines, seeing him now 


really disabled, seized him imme- 


diately; and to make sure of him, 


they put out his eyes; and bringing 


him to Gaza, they fettered him, an 


5 


made him work in the Nrison. 


The Philistines having apparently 


vanquished so formidable a foe, used 
their common method of festivity, 
and vainly offered oblations at the 
shrine of their God (g) Dagon. 


When they had feasted awhile, and 


were grown merry, they called for 
Samson to make sport: upon which 


he was e e from the prison, and 
being placed between the two pillars 


that supported the roof, they made 
themselves sport with him. 


Besides the great conflux of peo- 


» 


' upwards, and downwards of a fh; from which the word 
9 8 n os g 


is derived. ; 
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at this eoletaniry; there were about | 
three thousand on the roof that came 


e 
+ 2 * ** , 


: * 
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to be speRators of Samson's misery. 
By this time his hair was somewhat 


grown; and it is probable his strength 


1 to return. However, it is very | 
| © the eee provoked him to the 
highest 8 8 Wherefore persuad- 


igoitics offered him by 


ing the lad that guided him, to set 


him 80 that he might feel both the 


pillars on which the house stood, on 


3 of leaning on them to rest 


imself, he with great earnestness, 
prayed to God to strengthen him but 


this one time, that he might be re- 
venged of the Philistines for the loss 


of his eyes. - 


God heard his" prayers, and: pave. | 1 


king” such a wonderful accession of 
strength, that taking hold on the two 


: 7 5 pray with both his hands, he bowed 


imself with all his might, at the 


same time saying, Let me die with the 


Philiftimes. 


He exerted his strength in 5 a 
manner, that foreing the pillars from 


their bases, the house fell down upon 
all that were in it. So that Sam- 


son had full Fro on his enemies, 
and put an end.to 


is miserable con- 

dition ; slaying more at his death 

than | in the height of his strength. 
Thus died Samson, who is Said to 


8 have judged Israel twelve years; and 
Was rather a scourge to the Philistines 
than a deliverer of the Israelites. 


Vet he may be said to have begun 
to deliver srael in this last action, 


—— 


TS 14k) Levite dgfeended, Kc. aan was Sada. i 
from that Norah, who in Moses's time, for his rebellion | 


N in TM ce was Ane Tug * the "I 80 N a 


nn. 


— 


taking 


** — 


* 


two wives, 


powerful 


vowing at t 
would bless her with a son, she would 
dedicate him to the Lord all the days 

of his life, and that no razor Shou 4 


_ though it cout him his life. come upon his head 
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When his relations heard of. . 


Heath, they came and brought him to 
his fathers's sepulchre, between Zo- 


rah and Afhtaot, where they buried | 


him. 


From bed history, the aa 


on Eli, who was then High- priest. 
In the beginning of his reign Sa- 

ut! the prophet Was born, the son 

of Elkanah, a (h) Levite, descended 


| from Korah. He lived in the city __ 


of Ramah, which belonged to the 


tribe of Ephraim, with his two wives 
Hannak and Peninnah. The latter 


of which had children, but the: first | 
none.” | 


once a'year, went up to Shiloh, to 


worship and sacrifice to the Lord, 
his two wives and his chil-- 
' dren with him; where, after he had 
made his offerings, he gave presents 
to both his wives; but Hannah, be⸗ 
ing his best beloved, he gave her a 


double share of his ſavor, Sp 
This caused a ee, between "a 
Peninnah priding 
herself in het children, reproache 


Hannah for her sterility. Her hus- 5 
band endeavoured to comfort her: 
but Hannah sought for it from a more 
hand, addressing hersxlf 


earnesly in prayer to the Lord, and. 
e same time, that if he 


r. al that he had wich him, except his son, from the ds 
| of which, named Afir, aa 6 is drawn down 10 


6 - Wap 


Lamuel. 


of the Israelites, on the demise of 
Samson, seems to have devolved up- 


Eltanali, ator} to cugtom, | 


Book III. 
Eli, the priest seeing her lips 
move, but not hearing her speak, 
supposed she was intoxicated with 
wine, and chid her for it; but find- 


reproof into a blessing, praying to 


God to hear her petition. 


Being returned to Ramah, she con- 


ceived, and was in due time deliver- 


ed of a son, whom she called Samuel, 
because she had asked him of God, | 


_ which his name imp lie. 
Hannah, having weaned her little 

son, according to her promise, 

i him to the house of the 


Lord at Shiloh, with an offering, ac- 


quainted Eli, that she was the wo- 
man, that some time since had pray- 


ed to the Lord for a child, and that 


she came to perform her vow, which. | 
was to dedicate him to the service of 
| I giving them only a slight reproof, 
which was 80 far from dissuading, 


th ooo: nnd do 
On this occasion, Eli gave thanks 
unto the Lord, for having heard and 
answered Hannah's prayer: and Han- 
nah, in a holy rhapsody, did the same. 


Elkanah and Hannah having per- 
formed their vow, prepared to re- | 
turn; and Eli ronouncing a blessing i careless and mild administration. 1 
First upbraiding 
tude, for slighting the honour done 

| the his family, in investing the priestbood 
Samuel, whom they left behind with þ in it, threatenin 88 

| and Phineas wit 
foretold should 


unto them said, the Lord give thee 
feed of this woman, for the loan 
which ts lent to the Lord, meaning 


Eli, who put on him a linen Ephod, 

and he served in the house of the 

Lord, as Eli had directed him. 
After this, once a year, till he 


grew up, his mother, when she came 


to offer the yearly sacrifice, made 


him a little coat, and brought it to. |. 1 
Ee | Is come and crouch to a more faithful. 


priest {whom the Lord would set up) 
for a piece of silver, and a 


Eli the 1 had two sons, but 
very wicked; for valuing themselves 


N 4 A 


— 
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cs ena 
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upon the authority and dignity of 


practices. 
At last a man 
with a message, that threatened him 


1 * 


heard 


sons, yet did not restrain or punish 
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the priesthood, they domineered over 
the men, and debauched the women, 


1 And to such an height had their in- 
ing himself mistaken, he turned his | solence grown, that not content with 
the portion of the flesh of the sacri- 


fice which God had assigned them, 
they would seize what they liked best, 
and at what time they pleased. By 


this means the service of God grew 
contemptible in the eyes of the peo- 
ple, who grew indifferent whether they 
offered or not. But however heinous 
the sins of the priests might be, they 
did not excuse the people from guilt, 
in neglecting the service of the Lord. 


The good old prophet had often 
the conduct of his impious 


them, as he, that was both father 
and migistrate, ought to have done; 


that they still persisted in their wicked 

an of God came to Eli 
and his household with ruin, for his 
him with ingrati- 
his sons, Hophni 


death, which he 
happen at one and the 


Ssameftimm . 3 
And to shew Eli the wretched po- 


verty that his posterity should fall in- 


to, he added, that every one that 
should be left in his house, should 


morsel of 
bread; 


208 
"97 and should say, put me 1 pray. 


thee, -1n one of the prieſt s office, tat 


1 may have a piece of bread to eat. 


Soon after this, it pleased God to 
give his old servant an awful denun- 
ciation of his judgment by a 2 8 


hand. 


1 part of the tabernacle, among 
the Levites, 
called him by his name, who, as the 
manner was, answered, Are am 1? 


and starting up, ran to Eli apart- 
ment; supposing he had called. But | 


When Eli told him, he had not called 
_ him, he went and laid down again. 
This was repeated three times; and 
Samuel began at last to be positive 
with Eli, that he really did call him. 
© This roused Eli, and made him 


think there was something extraordi- 


nary in it; which thought he com- 
municated to Samuel, bidding him 
go to bed again; and directin him, 
that if the Take: Should call iim a- 
ain, he should say, Jpeak Lord Hor 
th hy ſervant heareth. 
28 Eli suspected, so it happened; 
and Samuel did as he directed him. 
I ben said the Lord to Samuel. 
that I haue ſpoken concerning Eli and 
. his houſe, Lill per 0 ik 75 or T have 
told him, that I will age his houſe 


or ever, for the Wind to which he 


2s privy. Becauſe his ſons made 
themſelues vile, and he did notreftrain 


them; Therefore I have Jworn unto |. 
_ the houſe of Eli, that the iniquity | 
of Eli's houſe ſhall not be purged with 


0 


 Jacrifice, nor offermg for ever. 
This sentence was so terrible, even 
to Samuel, though he had no share in 
it, He he was afraid to tell f it to Eli; 


the Lord in the night 


All 
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Samuel, being lodged- in the fur- 


„0 


— — 


up, both in' gt 
grace as a 
was with him; 


* 


but Eli now thoroughly Saale. 


by the message he had received be- 


fore, and the apprehension he now 
had, that the Lord had revealed some- 


thing like it to Samuel, obliged him 
to tell, what the Lord had repeated | 


to 8 


Samuel obeyed, and informed him 
of the whole truth. To which poor 
Eli humbly submitted, saying, it 15 
the Lord, 427 him do what he pleafeth. 

And now to the great comfort of 


| Israel, God was pleased to appear 


again in Shiloh, and there revealed 
himself to Samuel. For as he grew 
Stature as a man, and in 
han of God, the Lord 
and accomplished 
whatever he spoke by him; so that 


all Israel knew, from one end to the 


other, that Samuel was a faithful Pro- 


be to LENS Lord. 


CHAP. XI. 


TIE ISRAELITES CONGUERED BY THE 


[ 


- PHILISTINES. ELI'S SONS ARE PUNISH- 

ED; HE BREAKS HIS NECK. DAGON 
FALLS BEFORE THE ARK OF THE 
LORD. ON THE REPENTANCE | OF 
THE PEOPLE, AT THE INSTIGATION 
OF SAMUEL, THEY CONQUER THE PHI- 
LISTINES. SAMUEL ENTERTAINETH 
SAUL. ANOINTS HIM PRINCE OVER 
THE LORD'S INHERITANCE. SAUL 18 
CHOSEN BY LOT. © 


* gr Israclites wth: PM Fer- 
sed with a prophet, proposed 
to themselves great things, conclud- 
ing, that all they now undertook 
would succeed; and therefore being 
6 with this thought, 1 
| a 


ROOT III. 
Had a mind 10 try Tf they could not 
Shake off the Philistine yoke. Where- 
fore, intending to fight them, they 
c incamped in a place, which was af- 

terwards, upon werter SUCEESS, called 


Eben-Ezer. #429; 
Phe Philistines sat neten b y Apheh, 


a city of Judah, and in a op time 


the armies joined; but the Israelites, 
instead of Victory, found the judg- 
ment of Cod denounced aginst priest 
and people, ready to fall on them; 
for in the action they lost four thou- 
sand of their men. The rest making 
an orderly retreat to their camp, the 
elders began to consider what might 
be the Cause of this defeat; and 
fondly supposing it to be for want of 


having the ark with them, they re. 


sölved for the future to carry it with 
cc! in all their other Ker de | 
Then they sent messengers to Shi- 
HS for Hophni and Phineas, the 
priest, to bring the ark into the 
camp; 
Aud when the Israelites saw the ark 
9 Ak into the camp, they gave 
a shout, as made t! e earth ring, 

nn 80 disheartened the Philistines, 


hs especially when they! heard the 
cause of this rejoicing. wy 
The" Israelites on the other hand 
were as fool. hardy, as the Philistines 
were dejected. For concluding them- 
selves gecure, under the protection of 
| hs ark, and not in the least doubting 
Mei success, they again offered the 
| Phifistines battle; E; * who in this en- 
e slew thirty: thousand of 
er foot, among which were Hoph- 
ni 1 Phiness, 


ut the rest to WEN. 


31 E E * 3141 


Which they forthwith did. 


* 


— 
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and, Which was the terrible blow. of 


all, took the ark of God. 

One of the soldiers of the tribe of 
Benjamin, seeing the day lost, made 
his escape from the field of battle, 


and came running to Shiloh with his 
cloaths rent, 
head; Which! in those countries were 
| emblems of extreme sorrow, for the 
i greatest losses and. misfortunes. 5 


and earth upon his 


Notwithstanding old Eli's default, 


in his administrations, which pro- 
voked God, he had a most zealous. 
regard for the welfare of Israel and 
especially the ark of the Lord. Up- 
on this account therefore he went 
| and sat at the © gate to hear (for. he 
could not see) how affairs went: 
whilst he was sitting here, the afore- 
said Benjamite that escaped in the 
| fight, having told the citizens how 
things went, 
 outery, among them, 


there was a mighty 
Whereupon 
Eli asking what was the meaning 
of that tumult, the Benjamite soldier 
was brought to him, Who told him 


the Israelites were routed, his sons in 
the number of the Slain, and the ark 
| of the Lord taken. 5 8 
Sal they were at the brink of de- 


Eli kept his seat till the last piece 
of news was told him, but then his 


spirits failing, he fell from his seat 


backwards; and being heavy as well 
as old, his neck broke with the fall, 
and he died, having judged Israel 
forty years. Hay 5 

His son Phineas had a wife at this 


time, who, being. big with- child, and 
near her time, hearing of the death of _ 
her father and her husband, | 


the loss of the ark, fell in labour ; 


and being acliversd i a "hs Ke 


n 6 her 
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210 
her dying breath she named him, 


adding, as a reason of 


the Israelites, but between God and 


Ichabod; which signifies, no glory, 
ding, | giving the 
child this name, that the glory 1s de- 


by the taking of the ark of God. 
The Philistines having cleared the 
field, and carried off the plunder, 


to the idol; whom the next morn- 
ing they found fallen down upon his 
face before the ark of the Lord. 
They set him in his place, and next 
day came in again, and. not only 
found him fallen to the ground, but 
his head and palms of his hands 
broken off, and lying on the thres- 


Hold, only his lower part was left 


intire. Whence a superstitious cus- 
tom arose among the Philistines, that 


neither priests, nor people would 
| | kine, that never had been yoked, 


tread upon the threshold. - 


In order to convince the idolatrous 


Israelites, that the cause was no 
longer between the Philistines and 


Dagon; the Lord laid his heavy 


Judgments on Ashdod, and all the 


coast towns. thereabouts, afflicting 
the people with piles, and destroy- 
ing at the same time the country with 
mice. The people of Ashdod were 
sensible this was a judgment from the 


God of Israel for taking and detaining 
the ark; therefore consulting 
to do, the princes of the Philistines, 


what 


partly to redress the complaints of 
the Ashdodites, but chiefly, to carry 
the ark about in triumph, sent it to 
Gath, where the same judgments. 


pursued the detainers of it. Where- 
upon they removed it to Etron, but 


* — > 
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the inhabitants no sooner saw it, but 
they cried out, they have brought 


about the ark of the God of Ifraet 


7 | to flay us and our people.  ' 
parted from Iſrael, which she meant 
| the piles, but a deadly plague at- 
'- tended the people; wherefore call- 
d < ) „ing the priests, they resolved to send 
brought the ark to Aſidod, and | 
placed it in the temple of Dagon near 


Whilst the ark was here, not onl y 


the ark away empty, but to prepare 


| a trespass-offering for the atonement 
of their sacrilege, which was to con- 
sist of five golden emrods, and five 


golden mice, according to the num 
ber of the princes of the Philistines; 
hoping, that by thus acknowledging 


the glory of the Lord of Israel, he 


would rid them of the plagues he 


had inflicted on them; for why, said 
the priests, should you be obstinate, 
as the Egyptians were, to your own 


destruction? Then directing them 
to provide a new cart, and two milch 


and fasten them to the cart, without 
their calves; they bade them lay the 
ark on the cart, and put the golden 


emrods and mice in a coffer by the 


side of the ark, and send them away; 
but cautioned them strictly to observe 
Ws ker the 7 for if it 
went by the way of Bethſhemeſt, they 
might cones. Key os by Gol 
of Israel that had plagued them; but 
if it went not that way, they should 
look upon all these judgments only 
as common accidents. 
The Philistines sending the ark 
away in this manner, the kine that 
drew it went on lowing directly to 
Bethshemesh.. The five princes of 


the Philistines followed at a distance 


to see what would become of it; Who, 
when they saw it arrive safely at 


Bethshemesh, 


Book II, 


Bethshemesh, returned to Ekron. | 
The Bethshemites, who were reaping 
in the valley, seeing the ark, were 
dee 8 

The kine having . * cart 
into the field of Joshua the Bethshe- 
mite, stood still there by a great stone, 
called the stone of Abel, which che 
Levites seeing, they took down the 
ark of the Lord, and the coffer that 
was in it, and laid them upon the 
great stone. Then cleaving the wood 
of the cart to make a fire with, they 
offered the kine for a burnt-offering 
waſte: the Lord. 

But some of the Bethshemites whe- 
ther moved by joy or curiosity, took 
the liberty of looking into the ark, 

contrary to the law; for which the 
Lord smote fifty thousand and (i) 


threescore and ten of them, which 


so terriſied the rest, that the 5 cried 


out, h is able to tand before the 


holy Lord God? And to whom Jon 


| 44 go from us ? 


This made them Sorts of re- 


moving the ark, and send to K:irjath- 


eraim, to acquaint them that the 


hilistines had sent back the ark of 


the Lord, and desired iow to come 
and fetch it. 

_ Accordingly they enine; and con- 
veyed the ark to the house of Abina- 


da on the hill, whose son Eleazar 


was consecrated to keep it, where it 
abode twenty years. 


Samuel, upon the death of old Eli, 
* che loss of the ark of God, at 
© eval: bete took la him. 


— ; I? — 


H wm wid Sift 9 commentators are of 


opinion, chat only seventy of the people died, and that 


the fiſty tho refers A the Bethshemites, and not. to 
the Toe of those that were * 
x . 
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the conduct of the idolatrous Lsrael- 
ites. At the end of twenty him 


finding in the people a good dispo- 


sition to repent and return to the 
Lord, he exhorted them to put awa 1 | 
the strange Gods, Baal and A/hterot 

and only to serve the Lord, promis- 


That if they would do so, they 


| ed be Ae from the Philisr- 


ines. 


Then ordering all Isract to ance 


him at Mizpeth, they came to him 
there. Whilst they hambled them- 
selves with prayer and fasting, the 
Philistines, having notice of this gene- 
ral meeting, came in arms, and put 
them into a great consternation. + 


The Israelitesthus frighted, hegged 


of Samuel to intercede for them to 


the Lord. 

Samuel thereupon took a sucking 
Sar offered it whole for a burnt of- 
fering, and prayed to the Lord for 
Israel; whose prayers was so effec- 


| tual, that, as the Philistines came to 
attack Israel, at that instant the Lord 
sent down such a peal of thunder on 


the Philistines, just as they were 
ready to engage, as threw them into 
confusion. _ 8 


The Israelites, taking advantage 11 


their disorder; gained a any 
tory, and pursued them from M1 
beyond Bethshan. From which time 


the Philistines came not into the 
country of the Israelites, who reco- 


vered the towns. those people had 


taken from them 2292 18 to 


| 


| 


Cots 


— — „ 


 Bethis it will we e N Fg 


| tremely dangerous 1 it 15 to 


a vain curioity of pry- 
ing into those mysteries, wes God Almighty has not 


thought proper to disclose to us. 
Samuel, 


j 
4 
fy 
| 
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Stone between... 


with bribes, and atted unjutly, '! 7 


ist have a 


| Freter, to the government of Israel, che 
a mil 


mu 1, in memory rod | 
liverancę, set up a monumental: | 
Mizpehj; and 
calling it, Eben Fend that is, che 
stone of. help. "Pp 
After this, Samuel; for the Peake 
administration of, justice, took a cir- 


Forth 77 


quit, through Bethel, hee and 
be; gavebhim instructions to lay be- 


Mizpeb, returning every year to 
Ramah. But growing in years, 

unable. to travel, he constituted his 
two sons, Joel and Abialg judges 


over Israel; een g from 


heir good? father, were e ee 


gon this, the elders of Israel whe 
zentbling. went. in a body to Ramah, 


and complained to r -Their | 
cause of complaint was just; but 


when they took upon them to go 
farther, and to dictate to Samuel how 
to redress it, e rbekent Bas, dowd 
and God's care. 

They wanted, not e their gen 
ances redressed, but to have the form 
ot their government altered, insist- 
ing upon Samuel inability to go- 


vern them, by reason of his great 


e; as much as upon the injustice 
his sons. And seeing Gther 


8 * 


ns 9 governed by kings; no- 


thingr: would: 3 them, but they 
ng. {FT 10 585 28 | 
This ingolent demand wasunpleas: | 


k. a4 8 * „ 1 
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WY Evi, „ ry SCP was, ver hed un- 
dec the administration of Saul, Who though! \ on his first 
Peeks 11 che ede omensiof 
and gentle reign; in the latter part, w en! under 
the influence of jealousy, and a an ae of mind, | 


sentment+» : with the innocent blood of "OST ER 
Mat we 4%%% may be "ike all other. Nation | 
seems s plaln, u their motives: tor wking a king were wy 
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| ins - ieould 


not W 1:conSulted the 
Lom:, vie ge them 
but. reproach- 


ed them for tho ingratitude both to 


him and Samuel. And to warn them 


ofthe dangerous consequences of re- 
feigen and Samuel for a king, 


tore them wiat they” were to expect 
from this wafrtan, fickle tem 
that he should (t) enslave them and 
their children} by making them sub- 
ject to all vile offices; that 
should be alwa ays in arms and mos, 
liable to the inconveniencies of a 
constant war, and attended with 
heavy taxes; and that then they 
should cry to the Lord, but he would 
not hear beg 9707s 
Though Samuel gave wem +his 
ne warning t they persisted in their 


resolution, positive y Saying, We will 


have a king over us, that we may be 
like other nations, à and that our 
king may judge "us, and eee be- 
Jore ug, and fight our battles. 

Samuel seeing them 80 een 
againccorulted the Lord about it, 


who bid him answer their desire, and 


make them a king. Upon this: Sas 


muel dis missed the elders of Israel 


to their cities; and since the'setting 
upzof a king at that time, was hut to 
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thought? themzelv He h 
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state. Baa, 4 
Their s. og ee not be Sibbe unless they 
saw a prince set over them, shining in gold and jewels, 


: living im a sumprHOUL palace, attended With guards richly 


habued, ,.and appearing in great statt 8 * 14 
posed the chief dee e a land to consist. | | 
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gratify 
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gratify the humour of a fickle peo- 
ple, God fitted them with a man ex- 
traordinary in his „ being tal- 
ler by the head and shoulders than 
any of the people. This was Saul, 
the son of Kiſh, of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, a handsome youth. 

Kish's asses being gone astray, he 
sent his son Saul with a servant to 


seek them; who after much wan- 


dering about, came to the town of 
Ramah-Zophim, Samuel's residence, 
without hearing any news of what 
they sought for. Here Saul's ser- 
vant said to him, There 2s a (e) Seer 


in this town, who may tell us where : 


the afſes are, Saul approved of what 


his servant proposed, and went into 
the town enquiring for the Seer. 


God had the day before given Sa- 
muel notice of Saul's coming, and 
declared to him he was the person 
whom he had chosen to be king. 


Saul meeting there with Samuel, 


who was going up to a high place to 


offer sacrifice, asked him where was 
the house of the Seer? Samuel, un- 
derstanding again that he was the 
| 2 God had appointed to be 

ing, answered, I am the Scer- 
Go up with me to this high place 


1 . 


I Seel tien. He was probably employed in looking 
after his father's cattle; an employment Which was exer- 
cised by the greatest personages, in the early ages: and 


in Judea asses were a considerable part of their substance. 


(e) Seer. So the Prophets were called in those days. 


BSgore. bis was with design to let Saul under- 
Stand, that what Samuel was about to do was by divine 
appointment; and that when they should come to cast lots 


among all che tribes, as they after did. Saul might not 


think he was chosen king by the chance of a lot. 
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Besides, there may be another reason for Samuel's bid- 
ding Saul to send away his servant, viz. lest the people, 


zus pekting Samuel to do this by his own will more than the 
appointment of God, should mutiny. Thereſose it was 


on . 


2 
. 


Saul his equal, chan his superior. 
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You hall dine with me to-day, and I 
will diſmiſs you to-morrow. As for 
the afſes which were loſt three days 


ago, be not in pain for them, they are 
found again. Then he assured him, 


that all the best things in Israel should 
be his : and bringing him home with 
him, he invited thirty persons to bear 
him company, seating Saul above all 
the other guests, and also distinguish- 
ing him, by setting before him the 
best of the meat. „ 
Having entertained Saul, Samuel 
took him to a convenient place of 
retirement, and had further com- 
munication with him there that even- 
ing; and early in the morning calling 
him up, that he might dismiss him, 
they went out together; and as they 
were going down towards the end of 
the city, Samuel bid Saul order his 
servant to go / before, but stand 
still himself for awhile, that he might 
shew him what God had said con- 
cerning him. 2 
The servant being gone out of sight 
Samuel taking a vial of (g) oil, pour- 
n the head of Saul, and (A) 
kissed him: adding, that he did this 
because the Lord had appointed him 
a prince over his inheritance. | 


4 
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— 


necessary that this should not be published till Saul was 
convinced that he was chosen by God himself. 
(Z) Oi. Saul was the first king of Israel that was 
anointed, though unttion was in use before, namely when 
judges were invented in office. | 
(k) Kiffed, This signified a communication of grace, 
and a mutual concord between the regal and sacerdotal 
offices, a kiss being an emblem of friendship and peace. 
Mariana will have it to be a token of subjection and ho- 
mage; but in this case (however it _ be in others) it 
could not be so in Samuel towards Saul; for Samuel was 
prince and prophet; and this act rather seems to make 


Then 
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him was true, he foretold seve- 


ral particulars which should happen 
to him in his return. That near 
Rachel's tomb, he would meet two | 
men, who should inform him that 
his father's asses were found again; 
that departing thence, he should meet 
three men going to Bethel, one of 
them carrying three kids, the second 


three cakes of bread, and the third 


a bottle of wine, and that they 


should give him two parts thereof. 


And lastly, that when he came to 


the mountain of God, where was a 


garrison of the Philistines, he should 
meet a company of Prophets, going 
into the city, where (I/) the Spirit of 
God should fall upon him, and he 
I | him among them, where he appear- 


should prophesy amongst them. 


After this, he ordered Saul to go 
to Gilgal, where in seven days he 
might expect to see him, because 
there Samuel intended to offer a 
All which signs that 
Samuel had foretold, Saul found to 


peace-offering. 


happen exactly. 


And now, though Samuel had thus 
privately anointed Saul, which no 
one knew but themselves, yet for the 
general satisfaction of the people, and 
that the choice and inauguration of 


the king might be more public and 
solemn, Samuel called them before 


the Lord at Mizpeh, to which place 


the ark of the Lord was brought, 


that the choice might be openly | 


(a) The Spirit of the Lord will come upon thee. The 
accomplishment of this prediction could not fail of con- 
t had done was by the 
immediate appointment of God; and that the same di- 

ine power who had exalted him to the supreme power of 


| vineing Saul, that what the P 
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of men, whom 


A COMPLETE. HISTORY 
that what he had | 


made, and declared by casting lots 
among all the tribes of Israel, to 
know from which of them the king 


was to be chosen. 


The lot fell on the tribe of Ben- 
jamin; and casting the lot again a- 
mong the families of Benjamin, the 


lot fell upon the family of Matri, 


and at last on Saul, the son of Kish. 
Saul being before assured that the 
choice would fall on him, was not 
present at the casting the lot; but 
the people enquiring of the Lord 
whether ey fetch him or 


not, he not only consented, but ex- 


* 


im. ELD TING | 
- Accordingly they went for him; 
and having brought him, they set 


prey directed them where to find 


ed taller than all the people from 
the shoulders upward; which Samuel 


observing, said to them, Behold him 


whom the Lord hath choſen'; therè e 
none like him among all the people 1 
At which words. the people gave a 


general shout, saying, God save 
the king | | 


Then Samuel told them the duty 
of a king, and the manner of govern- 
ing the kingdom, writing it in a 
book, and laid it before the Lord. 
Which done, he dismissed the peo- 


ple, and Saul went home to Gilbeah, 


attended with a particular company 
od had inclined to 
wait on him. But there were (i) 

= e 
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Israel, would certainly endow him with all hose qualifi- 
cations necessary to the due execution and discharge of 50 


important a trust; and so it really Was, for we are told, 


God gaue him another heart, 1 Samuel, x. g. 


(i) Some. These called sons of Belial, that is bi 


Boox III. 


king, but despised Saul, and would 


* * —_ 


men of a rebellious, proud, disobedient spirit, who though | 


they had desired a king yet now refuse him ; desiring what 


they had not, and despising what they had. They do 


not express their contempt of him by name, but do it 
worse, in a more general way, saying, Shall He fave |; 


us? 


*) Preſents. Presenting the king with gifis was one 


way of recognizing him. The Chaldee paraphrase says, 
they came not to Salute him, which is the same thing; for 
the first salutation offered to a king was always attended 
wich presents, and carried with it a sign of peace and 


friendship, of congratulation and joy, and of subjettion 1 


* 
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some that were not pleased with the; 


1 not make any (4) presents to him; 
choice, though they had desired a 


which Saul observed, but very pru- 


dently at that time (/) connived at it. 


* 4 


— 


and obedience. It was a general custom, and «till conti. 


nues among the Eastern nations, to bring presents to their 


princes, and not approach the throne without them. 


(1) Connived. The Hebrews say he was deaf, that is, 
seemed or pretended not to hear. In which he was very 
politick, being unwilling to begin his reign with any tu- 


mult, which his just resentment of such an affront might 


have occasioned: if he had taken any notice of the affront 


| and not revenged it, he had shewn himself mean spirited; 
and if he had resented 1t, the people might have been apt 


to charge him with severity and cruelty, 
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SAMUEL'S FIRST EXPLOIT. SAMUEL'*S 
ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE. SAU 
_CONQUERS THE PHILISTINES. IS RE. 
PROVED BY SAMUEL FOR SACRIFI- 
ING IN HIS ABSENCE. EFFECTS OF 
HIS IMPRYDENT CONDUCT IN DIVERS 
INSTANCES. GOD MAKES KNOWN 
HIS DESIGN TOWARDS DAVID TO SA- 
_..MUEL. DAVID IS ENABLED BY THE | 
DIVINE STRENGTH TO PERFORM Mi. 


off 


IF r 


1 


ExcrrEs THE JEALOUSY or SAUL, 
WIOSEERS HIS LIFE. IS PRESERVED 
BI JONATHAN. _ | ” 


* ard * 


HE first remarkable action of | i 


. 


1 Saul, after his promotion to | 
the government of Israel, was his 
conquest over Nahaſh, king of the 
Ammonites, who had besieged (a) 
Jabgſi- Gilead, and so distressed the 


Wan 
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* . 
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__ — 


I (a) Jabeſi- Gilead.) This town lay * the uth |. 
_ exat-side of Jordan, and not far from the Ammonites who 
besieged it. OP . | 
Tullius and St. Jerom tell us, that it existed in their 
time and was situated on a hill about ix miles distant from 


* 


Fella, I,” Wo” 

It is ometimes in seripture simply called Jabesh. | 

_ » (8) Rigi e. As the manner of fighting in those 
days was chiefly with bow and arrows, sword and shield, 


the lgss of the right eye rendered them incapable of either. 


"2 He did not think proper to put out both their eyes, be- + | 
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+ inhabitants, that in consequence of 
the cruel terms, which he 
posed for shewing them quarter, 
| which were, that every man should 


ad pro- 


have his (5) right eye put out They 


applied to the king of Israel to re- ; 
lieve them from so tyrannical an op- 


TTA 6 
The people of Jabesh had no more 
than (c) seven days to call in the aid 


of the Israelites, who in obedience to 
1 cr proclamation, mustered an 


army of three hundred thousand, 
which together with the thirty thou- 
sand of the tribe of Judah, formed 
a very powerful bod x 


Saul, having dispose 


prepared Ammonites, at the earliest 
dawn, and charged them with such 
fury, that victory soon declared it- 


self in his favour. een 
This important conquest over $0 - 


. 


* 


P * 


| cauce they. would then have been utterly incapable of ren- 


| dering him any service, or paying him tribute. 


(e) Seven Days. He was $0 sbre of success, that he 


| complied with their request, as he had a contemptable no- 
ton of * their courage. . 1 | 


Saul, indeed, had been anointed king; but 80 half 


space of time before, that Nahash was perzuaded he 
could not levy an army in so short a space as seven days, 
and, consequently, that there was no nger in granting 


the respite they desired, 5 


formidable 


in three parties, surprized the un- 


Boox IV. 


formidable and / eryel--an- enemy, 
greatly enhanced the reputation of 
ul, and induced some of his fa- 


o 


VPourites to request, that he would 
exert. the power he had now obtain- 
ed in the punishment of those who 

bad 1 


waved such mean revenge, nor would 
sully the glory of a memorable ex- 

loit, by the Tat of one Israclite, - 
r whom amongst the rest, the Lord 


* 


had that day wrought so great a sal- : 
11 transgression, they intreated Samuel 


Saul's signal success afforded Sa- 
muel, a very good opportunity of re- 
conciling a late difference amongst 


che people, by proposing to them a 
general agreement concerning the 


validity of his title to the govern- 


: ment, as well as confirmation of his 
election, by an avowed recognizance 
of Rigs per. | 
To effect this important design, 
he summoned a general assembly at 
_ Gilgal, and in a very pathetic address, 
first appealed to them all, as to the 
integrity of his conduct, during the 
time of his administration; then 
Charged them with their own ingra- 
titude, and that of their ancestors; 
and lastly, assured them of the divine 
. xesentment, that would inevitably 


= 


follow the transgression of the divine b : 5 | 
| Jonathan, being a valiant young 


command, which could be in no in- 


— —ẽ⅛Z 


aA) Defiring a King. The divine historian, having 
informed us how God comented to give his people a king, 
to shew, us that he had not cast off the government, but 
only transferred the immediate administration to a deputy, | 
. consequently that their king was his viceroy, tell us 
here, how God was p 1h, en. them to repentance 
in an extraordinary way; the gracious method he com- 
monly employed, when he intended to 


stance more flagrant, than in reed 1 
In 


him with indignity at 
his election; but the king nobly 


_ : 


ing the government of God, and h 


dertaken to direct them. 


a sense of their atrocious crime, 
Samuel called down the 
geance of their offended God in a 
Storm of thunder and rain, at the 


general, and deeply sensible of their 
to implore the divine mercy, and in- 


terceed with God to avert the judg- 
ments they so justly deserved. 


time of (e) wheat-harvest. This 
extraordinary event terrified them in 


217 


under God, and (d) desiring a king, 
| .when the Lord Omnipotent had un- 


To strike them more deeply with 


resent ven- 


ERejoiced at the effect of this mi- 


raculous display of Almighty power, 


with their respect; but assured them 
that he was sincerely disposed to 


| instru&t them in their duty, the neg- 
lect of which would involve both 
them and their king in inevitable de: 


, struction. "IP 16: cot Crna 7. 
Saul having obtained a complete 
victory over the Ammonites, dismis- 


7 


he not only promised compliance 


sed his forces, reserving only three 


at Mich maſſ, as his own body- guard, 


\ bs - 2 


beah. 


1 
* 


—— 


which season thunder and rain were never known, | 


died to. convince them that 
- miraculous; and 


other the latter rain; and therefore Sammel inten- 
this phenomenon was rea 


 readiness to hear his prayers, shewed 
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thousand, two of which he retained 


and appointed the other for the pro- 
| teftion of his son Jonathan, at Gi 


2 


convincing them of the Omniptesence | 
| 5: deity, ; y dd NESS | 
them that their folly and their wickedness, were equally | 


r 4 
* & 7 > 


= EH 


Saul therefore by sound of trum: | 
pet mustered his forces, and with 
them encamped at Gilgal, impatient- 


e even in those retirements, passed the 


REY 


| confirm the printed Hebrew. L FO | UL 


=_ 0 Stag Smith, The Philicines, during their forty | 


1 — 
* 
— 2 


1 attacked and cut off a gar- 


that people and the Israelites. 


tines raised a vast army, 
side an almost innumerable body of 
foot consisted of /) three thousand 
chariots, and six thousand horse, 
with which they proceeded and en- 


camped at Michmash, _ 


Iy waiting the arrival of Samuel; but 
as the prophet tarried longer than 
Was expected, the people were so 
disheartened by his 0 

hid themselves in rocks and caves, 
and not thinking themselves secure 
V 
Saul fearing an attack from the 
enemy, before he had sent up his 
prayer to God, from whom alone he 


eould expect success, ordered sacri- 


fices immediately to be made, and 


the burnt- offering was just finished 
the moment that Samuel arnved. 


„ 


2 . 
w 

— _ 
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Three thouſand. ˙— Syriac and. Arabic read | 


ion or insertionof a cypher in the Hebrew or the antient 
versions; and if we suppose that under the term chariots - 

eie comprebended all sorts of wheeled carriages, as well as 
© chariots properly 80 called, the present reading of the He- 


Tison of the Philistines in a neigh- : 
bouring city; and this being deem 
ed an act of hostility, proved the 


cause of an open rupture between king argued both distrust and in- 


elay, that they 1 


— 


Sai TE mierory£Orn Von 


As the prophet had previously 28. 


sured him, that he would be with 
him at Gilgal within the space of 
seven days, and the conduct of the 


gratitude; the prophet severely cen- 


In order therefore to avenge them- | ured his behaviour, as 'a heinous 
sel ves of the injury they had sustain- 
ed from the kings son, the Philis- 
which be. 


breach of God's command, by which 
he would incur the loss of his king- 
dom, which should be transferred to 
a more pious pern. 


4 


Having thus reprimanded'the dis- | 
| -obedience of Saul, Samuel left Gilgal, - 


and repaired to Gibeah, where he was 
followed by the king and his son, 
with a small army of about six thou- 
sand men, and those so badly fur. 
nished with military accoutrements, 
that they were reduced to the ne- 
cessity of using their implements of 
agriculture; because the Pilistines 
had cautiously prevented a (g) single 
smith from residing among them. 
During the incampment of the 
Philistines at Michmash, detachments 
were sent out from . them to 
plunder the country; and they con- 
tinued their 2 hom sometime 
unopposed ; till Jonathan happily 
. a religious confidence 
and genuine patriotism, ' privately 
withdrew from the camp, ! 
ed by his armour bearer only, to 


1 1 
— 


mo * 3 * 


years tyranny, bad taken care to carry away all the smith 
out of the country, to prevent them from making them- 


1 zelves s of war; but if it seems strange, 'that after 


the total overthrow of the Philistines at Eben-Ezer, the 


furnish themselves with weapons; it should be remembered 
_ those trades, When once lost, are not so easily recover- 
ed; especially among a people extremely addicted to sloth - 
and negligence, destitute of iron mines, and wholly in- 
nn n 
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Israclites should neglect to restore thoze artificers, and e 


. furiously on the Philistines, who had 


| 


af 


Book FV. . 


whom he had imparted his design 


(4) and found means to ascend a steep | ; 1 
to desist from the pursuit, and there - 
by afforded the enemy an opportuni- 


and craggy rock, which as soon as 
they had surmounted, they fell most 


not the least apprehension of an in- 


vasion, and thr ough their great sur- 


Fur slew twenty of their inveterate 


S8. This intrepid attack from 


only two men, put the Philistines 


into such consternation, that not dis- 


tinguishing friends from enemies, 
cat a little (1) honey when almost 
famished, and would have undergone 


they fell upon each others swords, 
and thus became the instruments of 
their own destruction. 1 


As soon as Saul received intelli- 


gence of this  confusion in the ene - 


my's camp, he immediately availed 
himself of the favourable opportunity, 


and fell upon the disordered Philis- 


tines with such fury, that he put 


them * 1 
But he was unhappily guilty of 
another flagrant breach of ee 


I pradenes after this auspicious event; 
for 


way never before attempted, that they 


determined on a vigorous pursuit 


of the enemy, he prohibited his 


| 8 5 on the severe penalty of death, 


from taking any refreshment before 


night, lest they might be prevented 


from. massacreing their vanquished 


foes. This rash determination de- 
prived him of every advantage that 


would otherwise have resulted from 


3 8 
1 


(I) Defign. How Jonathan and his armour-bearer 
only, could put the whole army of the Philistines into $0 
universal a consternation, appears at first sight very extra- 
ordinary; but when we consider, that they climbed up a 
surprised the ene- 
my unawares, and perhaps when the greatest part of them 
were asleep, —that this army, being com of different 


nations, might entertain jealousies and suspicions of each 


other, and that the darkness of the night, might make 
them apprehend, the whole body of the Israelites was come 
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the victory; for his people enſeebled 


by want of sustenance, were obliged 


ty of escaping to their own country. 
To aggravate the ills consequent 
on this misguided prohibition; . 


pious and valiant Jonathan, had well | 
| nigh fallen a victim to his fataer's 


rash vow; for being absent from the 
camp at the time of the proclama- 
tion and therefore ignorant of it, he 


the cruel sentence, had not the peo- 


| ple pleaded in his behalf the impor- 
tant share he had in acquiring the 


honours of the day. 


* = 


Saul elated with his success, wan- 


tonly resolved to pursue the enemy 


by night; but Samuel advised him 
to seek direction of God before the 


execution of his proposal; so that 
this scheme was entirely given up. 


Notwithstanding many improprie- 
ties in point of government, he still 
maintained his regal authority, and 
the Lord had appointed him to an 


expedition, which if executed ac- 


cording to his directions, would in 
some measure have atoned for past 
miscarriages. The Lord had many 


years before determined to execute 


is judgment on the Amalekites for 


+ 
—— C 


upon them alone, the: fright of the Philistines is not 0 


very surprising; and when we add to all this, what is not 


indeed improbable, that God might at this instant infuse a 


ic fear into the whole host, our wonder will be turned 
into praise and adoration; of that powerful Being, who, 
when he sees ſit, can make the greatest heroes . 
put to ffight the most formidable ar mies. 

(i) A litth Honey. This was wild honey, which is 
now to be found in great abundance in the deserts of the 
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opposing the Israelites in their pas- 


= he. out of the land of Egypt. 


muel was therefore sent by God, 


with a commission to Saul in the 
most peremptory terms, to exterpate 
the whole race of the Amalekites, 
Men, women and children, and with 
them every living creature, that 
could minister to use or sustenance; 
but instead of punctually complyin 

with the divine command, Saul ith 
His usual impiety, partially (4) sav- 
ed Agag king of that people, toge- 


ther with the best of his cattle and 


many valuable commodities: and 
when Samuel remonstrated with him 


on the iniquity of his conduct, to 


-exculpate himself, pretended that he 
had spared them from the pious mo- 
tive of offering them as sacrifices to 
c i 


But the Prophet assured that this 


reserve proceeded from a principle 


_ of avarice rather than piety, would 
not admit of so vain a pretence; first 


Set before his view the heinous na- 
ture of his transgression, and then 
declared to him God's awful deter- 
mination of transferring the king: 
; DEPT 255 3 3 


| 48) Saved Agag- The extrpatin of the. Amalekites | 


had been determined by God above four hundred years 


before this transaction and Balaam in his vision confirm 
he order to cut them entirely off was renewed by God 
several years afterwards, and agreeable to this order, Saul 


= 


set out on this expedition. It may be observed also, that 
continued inveterate enemies to the Hebrews, and 
joined with their adveraties, whenever they 
slave and destruy them: particularly wich the Midianites, 
Judges, vi. 2, 3, 33- Nay this very order to Saul, 
y to t seem to have been given, be- 


Zobah, and the 
chap. Kw. 438. | 
me Israclies, therefore, had 
_ -gelves on them, as they were aggressors by the Jaw of na- 
ture and nations, and utterly to extirpate them too, if that 


vn necesary for their own preservation; and were ob- 


N 


could, to en- 


ether with Moab, Edom, the kings of 


a right to revenge them- 


l 


— 


earnestly beg 
to deprecate in his behalf the divine 
vengeance, and (i) make intercession 
for him; and also to enhance his re- 
putation amon 
| were ripe for rebellion 


from him. | 
At length however, Samuel was 
induced, by his hearty contrition, to 


— 


dom from his family to a more wor- 
thy race, which should 


| obey every command of 


punttually 
os king of 
kings. oh . 
Impressed by this declaration, the 
guilty king, confessed his crime, 
the pious Prophet, 


the people (who 
5 join with 
him in the solemn worship of God. 

Samuel would not join in worship 
with one who had rejected the word 
of the Lord, and therefore prepared 
to depart, when Saul caught hold of 
the skirt of his mantle; whereupon 
Samuel prophesied, that the Lord 
in like manner had rent the kingdom 


comply with his request; but be- 


fore he departed, he insisted that 


Agag (who began to entertain hopes 
of being spared) should be brought 
to him; which being done, he (n 
fell upon him; and with his own 
liged to do it, if God commanded them. _ | a 

God did command it. And will any man dispute the 


—_——— 


right of God io destroy an incorrigble nation, by pestilence, 


earthquake, storm or famine? As no sensible persons can 


deny this, how then can he deny the right of God to de- 


stroy them by the sword. | 

(„% Make Tntercefſion. The vulgate renders, © bear 
+ my sin;“ the Septuagint and Arabic, © take away my 
* sin.“ By sin is meant the punishment due to his sin; 


and his request to Samuel is, to pray to the deity for him 
chat he might escape that punishment. c 


[n) . Kc. Agag was a cruel tyrant: his 

sword had made havock amongst his own people, as well as 

among the Israelites, and his - barbarity called aloud for 
public justice. Saul had refused to do this act of justice, 

and in sparing him be was guilty of a violation of a com- 

mand of Gol Samuel therefore. jualy ordered him to be 


lain that instant. 


hand, 
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to be the person e by God 
to succeed Saul in the government of 
Isle! | 
But being 1 otherwise by 

God, and finding that Jesse had ano- 
ther son. who was watching the sheep 
in the field, he desired he might be- 
4 immediately sent for, being deter- 
mined not to institute the feast before | 


hand, hewed him: in rapes: before 
the Lord. 

After this 8 ene de- 
parted to his own habitation at Ra- 
mah; Saul repaired to his residence 
at Gibeah, and this proved the last 
interview between the * and the 
N 


Such was: the regard of pious/: 7 


| myel- for the unhappy Saul, that 
though he visited him no more, he 
did not fail (n) to lament the deplo- 
rable state into which he had fallen: 

But during his melancholy reflec- 
tion, the Lord was pleased to reprove 
him for mourning over one whom he 


5 had rejected for his disobedience, 


and ordered him to repair to Bethle- 
hem, under :Pretence. of sacrificing 
there, to invite Jesse and his sons to 
the feast of the ee ms and do as he 
should there direct them 
Samuel instantly obeyed the divine 
command, and being demanded on 
his approach to 2 — whether 
he came with good intent, he an- 


swered, that he came in order to 


bold a feet of: e unto the 


ä Lords: EL | 


* ink: be necearary pre- 


parations, he particularly invited | 
— and his sons; after which, re- 


to bis house, and observing 


e e 660 per- 


bens, aye — at RR, 


* _— 
6ꝙ—ꝛ—y— He 


— 0 — — ” "Mp He had a Sincere \ a Gor, in 
country, and ee Wa help lamenting the. sad 


: condition of 1 its 


8. Poured oa. 'He Singlet him. « out from che rest, 


6 it is plain, from what is 
said fore, that Samuel was afraid to have it known, and 


ee anointed him; 


therefore did not anoint him publickly in the midst of his 


brethren. And by Eliab's treatment of David after this, 
chap. xvii. 28, yg Was gry that he did not know him 1 


* 
* * 
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his arrival. 


When the vols 8 Sankel 
| perceived by his comely, yet innocent 
look, that he was the very person 
| appointed by God to that high office, 


and therefore; according to the Bis 


vine instruction, he singled him out 
from the rest 'of his brethren, (o) 
wee oil on his Haage 180 anvinted 


im. 
From that very instant, David was 


endowed with the spirit of che Lord, 


with prudence, courage, and every 
ornament of body and mind, NECEs- 


4 3 to compose a great prince. 
| rew in the favour. 
of the Lord, Saul declined! more and 
more, the spirit of Cod departed 
from him and his mind was agitated 
by the most perplexing reflections on 
his dire circumstances, which fre- | 


As David daily 


quently deprived him of his reason, 


and threw him into an 1 absolute 


frenzy. ; UE, e, 


To aleyins Ms gie some of his 


attendants, advised mo to have re- 


* 


to be nad king over N 


David himself might be as i 


cause it was customary to anoint a person for the pro- 
phetick. office as well as the regal. ut 


Samuel's not revealing this Secret to David shewed by | 


wind before the proper 
nn it * have een ben dr lives. ws... 


prudence, because, if it had 


* 


3 eee course 


of 8 precise in- 2 
tention of Samuel. 1 mn this ceremony as his breth cen, be- Pts 


= - 
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222 . 
course to music, 1 which, When, he 


1 
£ I. 


——— f E alete of 
0 : 
| hy. avour; and above all, that the f 
Lord was with BL... h 
In consequence of the advice. of f 
his attendants, the youth was brought 
bs the presence of Saul, and'Jesse | 
owing the custom of the court, 
had, provided him. with a handsome 
resent, with which, on delivery. the 
f "px was much pleased, but charmed 
With his skill on the harp, which for 
the present, diverted his mahnen 
thoughts. 5 89 0 
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for David, that having obtained 


I i his service, he made him his ar- 
1 bs - mour-bearer. . | 
I' be Philistines,. . we lately 
: eus tained a total defeat from the ar- 
1 of Saul, having now collected 
eir alten forces, appeared a ain | 
in a disposition that portended their 
Aesign of avenging the late hostilities 
= ofthe Israelites, being encamped be- 
wien Succoth and Azekah, while 
Saul, with his forces, pitched their 
tents on an eminence above the 
valley of Elah, which separated. the 
- two. armies. . 
While the Israelites and the Philis- 
; tines lay encamped opposite each 


4 . The Hebrew i is, 14k EE? 
* the vulgate renders, One of ſpurious birth ; the | 
. nts being noted for having no rd to marriage; but 
N ae signifies a man of 
3 or courage 


— 


A \ COMPLETE HISTORY | 
| other, a0 4)champions of ond 


Saul at len th cbnee ch. es- 1 
= 
father's conpent to his continu- | 


ing with him, in order to attach him | 
in the service. 
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bulk and stature, called Goliah, came 
out of the Philistines' ane for forty 
days successively, and challenged an 0 
one of the whole army of the Israel- 
ites to (9): single combat, which 
should absolutely decide the fate of x 
either army. 7 
This Philistine Colossus, was near 
ten feet high, and his limbs extremely 
muscular huts nervous, insomuch that 
he struck every beholder with terror 
as well as astonishment, and none 
durst acces challenge, which he 
presumptuously offered "or! 80 __ a 
succession of time. 
At length however he e 
defender of Israel raised his own peo- 
ple a deliverer, in the person of young 
David, who happened at that time 
to come to the camp with provision 
for his elder brethren, IG: were e 


2 


David observing chis g 5 Phi- 
listine insolently taunt che whole ar- 
my of Israel, and hearing the prodi- 
gious reward the king had 3 15 
to any one who Should slay him; viz; 

that he was to give him his-own. 

daughter in marriage, andennoble his 
family by conferring on them the 
freedom of Israel, was disposed, as it 
were, by a vine impu se, to en 
counter this daring, formidable hero. 
His elder brother Eliab, thinking 
the very pretence, an instance of the 
highest presumption, took occasion 
to reprimand him for his der 


a bravads, * arixing from too great an opinion of has own 
strength, without any authority from the Philistine army, 
Since after he was slain, they did not submit to be slaves to 
the Israchites, as he had a wy Oy. in case he 
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5 Conde: This en to have . 1 
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_ ._ -artour; but finding 
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ler, by addressing himself to another 
man, and expressing a steady zeal 
and unshaken intrepidity for the cause 
of God, as well as utter contempt of 
the insolent boastinge 'of mT haughty | 
Goliah. 

The resolution of Fo Favourite | ; 
youth, at length reached the ears of 
the king, who sent for him, and from 
'# motive of real concern, set before 
him the danger he must inevitably | 
incur by-encountering with a man of 
Goliah's rodigious * 7” 200 5 
e experience. 

But David,” to "opti e King's: 
: -ttppicion; informed him that he had 


4 performed exploits full as daring as 


that of engaging with the Present 
Philistine, that he had slain à lion 
and a bear with bis own” hand, and 
now relied" on the same Almighty | 
arm to enable him to vanquish the 
insolent foe, Who . set at defiance 
i we armies of God. 

The king greatly applaüdigg the 
> s and brave 1 of David 
ordered him to be arrayed in his on 

— upon trial 
unfit for him, it wall put off; and he 
took his staff in his hand, and chose 
or Smooth” stones, which together | 

with his sling, composed his offen. 
sive Weapons. 

Thus pre 5 he boldly advanced 
Wee 

thinking from his youth and dimi- 
nutive stature, he was opposed to 


him from mere contempt and deri- * 


sion, could not refrain from cursing 


him, and threatened at once to: dis. 5 
patch him. : 


| 3 


But David . not in x that 


or THE - 10l BIBLE. 
But David waved his brother's cho- | 


4 
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powerful antagonist, Who 


0 x 
6s y * , . — 
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self. 1 manner, 


him in his own strength, but that of 
the mighty God of Israel, whose 


name he had blasphemed, and whose 
armies he had impiously defied : and 


farther, as a proot of his confidence, 


in the divine aid and direction, he 
told him, that he $hould. deprive him 2k 


of his head, and give his body for 


food to the 5 of the air, and the 


beasts of the field; and that he 


should be enabled to perform that 
| exploit, in order to demonstrate to 


an infidel world, the existence and 
power of an Almighty JO ever 


the God of Israel. 
Nor did he rely on the itrengtk of 


his God in vain; for standing at a con- 


venient distance from the Philistine, 
he discharged from his sling a stone, 


which struck Goliah on his fore head, 
pierced his brain, and there remain- 


ed, so that he fell upon his face; and 
Z Bavid: who had no sword, ran up, 
caught hold of the giant I; ad imme- 


diately severed his head from his 


body, to the general joy of the Israel- 
ites and their allies, and the utter 
confusion of the Philistines, who fled 
before the former, by whom they 
were pursued unto the gates of — 
with great OO. Je 


4 


i on the 
contrary, . he assured the Philistine, 
that he undertook not to encounter 
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Salt, FIRST PROMOTES. DAVID, AND . 
AFTERWARDS, THROUGH JEALOUSY | 
"SEEKS. HIS LIFE. 


"DAVID AND JONATHAN, "WHO CON. | 


- CERT DIVERS” MEASURES 10 PRE. | 


SERVE: HIM FROM THE FURY OF HIS | 


” FATHER. -THE:SCHEME HE HAD LAID £ 


O TREPAN HIM IS DEFEATED BY THE 


+ /+STRATAGEM OF MICHAL. SAUL EN. 
513 -DEAVOURS/T@ $SLAY HIS SON. DAVID! 
- SEEKS: PROTECTION FROM THE KING 
by .OF.. ACHISH. 
.. CRUEL RESENTMENT. DAVID'S, su. 
"CESS AGAINST HIS ENEMIES., DEATH 


Se: Born —_ 


Wh 1 e 22 4 
feat . . by this young 


hero... .enquired of Abner, one of! 
is, generals, Whose son he was? But p 


(hk not being able to resolve him, 
introduced David to the 5 


"the. , Coliaus he 
a * 
The king 


praises on IS valour, and lesiring to 
wr: whose son he was? He mo- 


mn his 


. lyed,; I. an the on of "thy 
e elle, the Beth-lemite. _ 4 | 
The late glc orighs action excited 


_ the general esteem of the Israelites 
and their allies; but none evinced 
Such Sanguine approbation as Jona- | 

than, who being a 


valour, and intrepid - fortitude, was | 


80 charmed with his PTY in the j 


83 y of * 2 $8 3 4 * RE, 
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09 — His fri for him was founded f 


| nde enn, of pane bu skill and ng in y. I 
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I important execution, ns 18 enter- 
I tained the (7) sineerest friendship for 
I him, Which being mutually cemented 


8 THE STRICTEST | 
© FRIENDSHIP 18 FORMED. BETWEEN 


INS HAN CE OF SAUL'S| 


With 


eee the highest | 


his 


rince of innate 


# * of? + 
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by the most endearing ties; ratified by 


; Covenant, and . Jonathan's present f 


his robe, sword, belt and bow to 


David, remained as long as thay: lived © 


together. EF or 

David, 7 WY Aa ch time ws this 
exploit, received: a. peculiar token of 
Saul's favour, and was appointed to 
the command of his men of war, 
which he filled with honour, prudence | 
and reputhtiel. - 74 

5 2 Saul's respect for David con- 
tinned not long, for a circumstance 


soon fell out, ys excited in his sus- 


re mind, hey most fuss . 
SY. 


5 As 1 Was returning from he 


slaughter among the vast eoncourse 
assembled to behold the entry of their 
triumphant countrymen, was a com- 
9000 Of women, who accompa- 
nied musical instruments with a song, 
oe chief A of. 2 4 U Gaul 
Aas flain his thou >! ave 
his ten -thoufd Te l oy 
This su 
ane, 


Saul's 8 


9 ted to 
Prophet Samuel 


bad told Fink and as Well as excited 


his are, that David aspired after 
one: on Which account/he 
banished from his mind every senti- 


ment of good- will, and in its room, 


gonceived the most miserable revenge 
aginst the Pons, bra ve and innocent 
F t 
From this. very instant, Saul re- 
solved o on bis dengan! Men * 


ing 8 bene, and his modexy vba rare be- 


fore Saul his father, | 5 DOES] 515 
5 . endeavoured 


Boox, IV. 


endearoured.. the next day to affect 
Wich his own hand. His mind be- 
e perplexed, David as usual 
came to divert his melancholy; and 
while; he was playing the Harp. be. . 
oem Pie, not suspe ing the 
nger, the frantic k darted a 
# in at him with, br 1 his might; 
t as David was, reserved b Provi- 
- dence, for, Wise purposes, the king 
missed his aim, and David et 
_ Crately, withdrew... _- 
After this remarkable event, 83 * 
vid was removed frem his imme- 
diate, attendance. on the king's. per- 


son, and degraded to an inferior post 
in the army, which he filled as much 


his former malicious scheme, he pro- gh 
mised her in marriage. to bim, desir- 


to his own honour, and the ap 
bation of his people, as he had done 


the first offices of State. 
David's conduct in an inferior [| 


least 


IST 


3 


Fw 
3 


Staten and the reputation which he 
thence acquired, inflamed the jea- 
lousy of Saul, and prompted him stu- 
diously to endeavour at his destruc- 
me. 

By virtue of the king's solemn 
promise, previous to the encounter 
with the Philistine giant, David had 
an undoubted claim to one of his 
daughters in marriage; but meek in 
temper, he rested Content with the 
| honours already conferred upon, him; 
nor had Saul conceived any intention 
of fulfilling chat part of his promise, 
till he thought it might prove the 
most effectu method of sating his 
implacable revenge. 

erding, Lending lor David, 
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{s) Slew double. Jose 55 makes Saul's yOu 
and the number which David brought to be si hundred, 


The Septuagint, instead of and dred, read he 


doch 20 
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he informed him of his design to 
bestow his daughter upon him, as 


a condition of his executing a com- 
mission that was attended with the 


utmost hazard of his life. 


David modestly evaded the, prop 0- 
sed honour, alledging the meannzss 
Saul therefore em- 
braced this opportunity of 4 00 
compliance with his promise, an 


of his family, 


gave his elder daughter Morab in 


marriage to Adriel, the son of Bar- 


zillia. 
Michal, Saul's second aabghier/ 


had conceived a. real affection for 75 
David, of which the king being con- 


scious, and in order to prosecute 


ing no other compensation than that 
he should slay an hundred Philistines, 


and produce their fore-skins in court, 
before him. 


David imagining, that the king 


was desirous of putting his valour to 


the test once more, without the least 


suspicion of the latent malice of the 


terms, readily acquiesced, and se- 
some of the best men in the 


Israclitich army, marched at their 


head, attacked tt e Philistines 0 )slew 
double the number at 


mony of his having fulfilled the terms 


presented their fore-sKins at court; 
so that having thus gallantly accom- 
2 all things, the king could 
not refuse bim bY 1 who re- = 


DP” 206 


3 in 1 to "bed it corr 2 wth the 4 


ar e Ae: but we have followed the He- 
brew, 8 ; Jer 
RTT 1 


by Fu 
king, within the time he had pre- 
sc ri ed, and as an undeniable 9 


— - o 


"vi 
142 
! 
1 
ih 
41338 
| | 
i 
. 

. 4. 
_— 
fr, 

j 
vl 
11 

5 


= n 
bh F * * 5 


26 
warded his merit with the purest af. 
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Various circumstances combining 
to inflame the jealous and resent- 


ment of Saul, he cast off all disguise, 
engaged his whole family in execu- 


ting his malicious design, and com- 


manded Jonathan his son, and all his 
attendants by any means to dispatch 


the detested David. 


Jonathan, whose soul disdained 


such ingratitude and inhumanity to 


any deserving person, much more to- 
_ _- Wards his avowed friend, took care 
'to give him timely notice of the 


threatening storm, advising him to 


retire to some secure place till the 


morning, when he would take an 
opportunity of expostulating with 
his father, and transmit to him a 
articular account of his success. 
onathan, according to his proposal, 


” get before his father both the un- 
_reasonableness and impiety of his 
design upon innocent David, who 


merited every good office at his 
hands, that Saul according to out- 
ward - appearance was reconciled to 


David, and Jonathan next day intro- 

duced him into his presence, in the 
same respettable light as before. 
But as the renown of David's ex- 


ploits in divers conquests over the 


Philistines spread daily, and conse- 
gquently added fuel to the resentment 
Still latent in the breast of Saul, a 
short time proved this reconciliation 
to be mere pretence. Of this he 


gave evident demonstration, for be- 


ing seized with another fit of me- 
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die) Waioth. The Chaldee renders this as if it was an 


Hu 


_ appillauve, © the school of learning.“ This was one of | 
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lancholy, David was sent for to play 
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to him, and as before, while he was 


innocently endeavouring to amuse 


him, he again darted a javelin at him, 
which David avoided by  nimbly 


changing his situation, and after 


* 


* „„ III 


4 


— — Be OO 


wards made his escape; but to the 


rancour of his design it is recorded 
that he smote the javelin in the wall. 


i Enraged at these repeated disap- | 


| pointments, he commanded a de- 
tachment of his guards, to beset bis 
house at day-break and slay him. 


But Michal, his wife, ' acquainted 


him with the design, and proposed 
to let him down from a window; 
which being done, by favour of the 
night, he once more escaped the ma- 
licious design of Saul; and to pre- 
vent the suspicion of the guards, 
Michal told him he was sick in bed, 


having artfully substituted in his room 
an image, with which the king was 


much incensed; but his daughter 
5 the most justifiable causes for 


er conduct. 


David hastened, as much as the 
night would 


rmit him to his friend 
and counsellor, Samuel at Ramah, to 


whom he communicated the parti- 


culars of what had passed between 
him and Saul, hoping that God by 
this means might direct him how to 
proceed in his intricate situation. 
At the advice of the prophet, for 
his better security, he repatred toge- 


ther with him to (f) Natoth, where 


they both lived some time. 


But the emissaries of the enraged 


king ng sooner informed him of the 
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spot to which David had repaired for dence in him, he solemnly rene wed 


security, than notwithstanding the 


sanctity of the place, he sent a party 
to apprehend him. But When they 


arrived at the sacred place, heard 


Samuel instructing the other pro- 


phets, they where seized with a pro- 


pPhetie spirit and returned not. 


Alfter these other messengers were 
| - | dially embraced, and then parted. / 
As the season approached for the 
celebration of the (u, feast of the 


dispatched; but they no sooner ap- 
proached the venerable spot, than 
they were affected in the same man- 
ner with the former. 
: Having proceeded in this manner 
three times successively, and receiv. 
ed no satisfactory intimation, he at 


length went down himself; but when 


he drew near Naioth, he was influenc- 
ed. by the same divine power, and 
continued to prophecy, till he reached 
the place where Samuel and David 
had retired, when stripping off his 


upper garment, he humbly lay on 


the ground that day and the. ensuing 
David availed himself of this op- 
portunity of leaving Saul at the school 
of the Prophets, escaping to his friend 
E and consulting with him 

ow to avert the resentment of his 
father, who thus indefatigably sought 
VVT 
Jonathan not only assured him of 
his best services, but that he would 
take every possible measure to disco- 


ver the intention of his father, and 


immediately acquainted him there- 
with; but to strengthen his confi- 


> 11 2 * 


king's family, by marrying his daughter, used to cat With 


tu) The Feaft of the New Moon. The Iesgelites per- 
formed solemn sacrifices every new moon, and after the 
$acrifice ſeasted together: and David, being one of the 


3 


| the throne of Israel ;. insisting at the 
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the covenant of friendship that was 
between them; and having directed 
him to conceal himself in a certain 


place for a few days, till he could 


judge whether he should still lay hid, 


or might with safety again appear 


in public, which he was to signify 


by shooting an arrow; they cor- 


new moon, Saul, according to cus- 


tom, came from Naioth to attend 
that solemnity; and after he was 
_ seated,- taking a view of the com- 


pany, he observed that David's place 
was vacant, for two days successlve- 
ly. This occasioned him to enquire 
the cause, wherefore the son of | rag 
(a title of contempt) absented him- 
self from the feast. 40 or. 1 Ao: 
Jonathan answered his father in 
excuse for his friend, that he had 


obtained from him leave of absence, 
in order to be present at the anni- 
versary feast, held by his own fa- 


mily at Bethlehem. i 


Saul who well knew the iaviolable 


friendship that subsisted between Da- 


vid and his son, and suspected that 


what he urged; in his ex cuse was 


mere pretence, most rancourously up- 


braided him with taking into his bo- 


som, one who endeavoured to sup- 
plant him and his family, in that 
which they held most dear, namely 


* — 
EG of 


him on these occasions; and he thought that” Saul; by 
bein inspired by the Spirit of God at Naioth, digi 


|. poxibly have forgot his anger, and make a favourable en- 
| quiry after him. e £2 I06-$EZI 
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tens ume! that nn him 
before his presence, as he was reso. 
; ny determined on his death. 
80 noble, so generous was / alt 
5 Fiiendshi of Jonathan, that not- 
withstanding this flagrant instance of 
his father's inveterate hatred against 
che object of it, he still interposed in 
His” behalf, enquiring of him, what 
David had done to deserve death? 


This behaviour in Jonathan so in- 
censed his father, that forgetting the | by: 


ties of natural affection, in ther ves 


hemence of his frenzy, he ( threw 


| 2 javelin at his son, cruelly desirous 
of avenging on him the frequent dis- 
3 7 LI of his designs p99 
Darid. 2 AD TO4-- 


But Jonathan; e a e | 


and persuaded from his conduct, and 
even confession, of the continuance 
of his resolution upon the liſe of 
David, he went next morning With 
his bow into the field, gave the sig - 


nal for his friend to appear, and have 


ing communicated to him what had 


passed between him and his father, 
as well as warned him, at all events; | 


to escape for his life; they renewed 
their protestations of eternal friend - 
n Y embraced, and departed. - 


David thus: warned by his friend 


* betook himself to Noh, a 
city belonging to the priests, where 


| stood che tabernacſe at that time in 


„r A * 9 Threw, a 2 Saul 0. peek . 2 of 
| te at hand to Tora 


co n 2 0 This - 7 most * 255 * 

that ever was: prescribed. There; was reason for 
| David to In sorrow, as. be w 008 to, become an 
e ee track Ih. vw Wee 
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which he offered 


order to enquire of the Lord by means 
of Abimelech the priest, what course 


| be should take in his Pin wander. 5 
condition $4 


Alimelech who knew! the dignity 


of his rank, but was ignorant 9 


he was out of favour with the king, 
expressed his surprise at His mares 


thus unattended ; David conceale 


the true cause, and pretended to the 


High- Priest, that he was: dispatched 
the king on a secret expedition in 
such haste, that he had neither time 
to furnish himself with arms nor 
eee desiring at the same time; 


would spare him some or whatever 
food: was at hand. Ahimelech in- 
formed David, that at present he had 
no common bread, but as the case 


was urgent, he gave him some conse- 
crated bread. Having thus 17 8 eased 
his hunger, David cnt 

any arms in his possession; upon 
im (2) Goliah's 


sword, the most acceptable weapon 


e 


David having thus found means 90 


procure some necessaries from Ahi- 
melech, departed from Nob, having 
received intelligence, that Doeg, the 

king's: huntsman ' was there; Who 
would certainly disclose the interview a 
to Saul. Difficult of his e | 


— rpm the propl of God,, aud gen, 


racred . 


ar "Ke 1 Fa » Sify. >: . 
(2 Goliat?s Stho#d; | It Was usual in 125 times, 


to hang up the trophies 6; =P in war, in the place set azide 
for the worship 55 God, thereby intimating that it was in- 


| consequence of the een, that they obtained 


| the vicdory, and as the temple af Jerusalem, - was not, et 


| built, no place could: he 80 proper as this, And David's i 
ee not Wale, he a profana- 


— 7 5 ö — | any. 


Boow > 


e had 


with which he could have presented 
him, as he F 


| there was none like itt. 


time of w 


0) Gave 


likely from th 


1ests knew a 


n 


: gave him an op 
La) Adullum, where he was visited by 


about four hundred men, male- con- 


tents and desperadoes, to take the 


went. Pious David, after his family 
had thus joined him, fearing that the 

resentment of Saul would fall upon 
his aged parents, from a filial concern 
for their safety, put both himself and 
king of Achish, who 


till the prophet of Gad (ho attended 


and return to the land of judah, 
station in the forest of Haren. 


was at Ramash, and having received 
; . r 1 . 


Judah, of considerable note: and near it was! a) rock of 


ad 
9 . 


any part of Saule deminions be 1 intelligence of the people, ho had 


proceeded to Gath, but remained not 


ong there before he was discovered 
nted at, as the mighty warri- : f 
1 would assert his cause against the son 


and po 
or of Israel, who had so frequently 
signaliaed himself against the Philis- 


tines; so that to prevent information, 
he feigned insanity, and sustained the | POE EH 5 
part of a lunatic, which he assumed, The people to whom he addressed 


Wirth such skill and address, as eva- 


ded: the suspicion of the king, and 
rtunity of flying to 


or TunR HOLY'BIBLE. 
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enlisted under the banner of David, he 
upbraided his attendants with want 
of loyalty, in that none of them 


of Jesse, who, together with his own = 
son, had conspired against his person 
and government. $7 


himself, conscious! of their innocence, 
made no 2 but Doeg, who had 
seen David with Ahimelech, the 


all his relations, and applied to by 


lead of them, who would resolutely 
follow his fortune, whithersoever he 


protection of the 
was then at en- 


nce they dwelt 


"BL; | = 4 » 
1 


* 


David) advised him to quit Moab; 
where he departed, and took up his 


* 648 
HE 


It appeared at this time that Saul 


On (27 . EY 14 ha. 2 4 2 
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(a) Adullam. Adullam was 2 town in the Me f 


the ame name, in Which was a cave naturally strong and 


High- Priest, (5) gave Saul informa- 


tion of every particular circumstance 
that had passed between them. 
Saul willing to embrace any pre- 
tence, in order to avenge himself on 
David, or any that were attached to 
his cause, summoned Ahimelech, and 
all the priests, who were in Nob, to 
appear before him. The priests not 
suspecting the king's: cruel: design, 
obeyed the royal mandate, and as 
soon as they came into his presence, 
he addressed himself more particu- 


larly: to Ahimelech, demanding of 


him the cause, wherefore he assisted 


the son of Jesse with provision, and 


advice, and thereby enabled him to 
prosecute his design of supplanting 


him in his regal authority )? 


Ahimelech conscious of his inno- 


| 5 alledged (c) the great merit 


David, 


both as related to the king 


s he was the king's son-ifi-law; and Ahimelech thought he 


was sent on some hasty errand by the 


bread and sword was what he owed in 


king, che giving him 
duty to Saul, instead 


& 


fortified, and into chis cave David retreated. Most of 
che mountains of Palectine were full of caverhs, whither 
che inhabitants of the villages generally retired for safety in 


time of war. | 


2 


knew any thing of Saul's displeazure against 8 
5 te — ur] 4 


likely from the-preceeding chapter, that Ahimelech or the 
ts | 
his determined purpose to destroy him; and th 


of its being an aft of treason, 


(e) In Vindication. Ahimelech'- abundantly shewed. 


his innocence. Saul's charge was, that he had conspired 
| with David against him. 
That he had grven him bread and a sword, and had enqui- 
red of God for him. What was his vindication? 4. And 
- who amongst all thy geryvants, is like David, faithful, and 
| the king's 6n-in-law, and goes at thy bidding, &c.” © 


at proof does he alle ge ? 


3N and 


\ - 
| 5 
| 

ti 


and as a mighty warrior in Israel, 
-which were indispensible motives 
with him for compliance with his 
request; and added, that he was 
wholly ignorant of the king's con- 
ceiving any N e eee him 


at that time. 


Thou gh the plea of the vigh- rien 
e- 

termined to sate his revenge on the 
innocent priest and his whole brother- 

hood, and therefore ordered some of 

| his attendants to slay them; because 
they had not given him information 
of the place to which David had fled. 

The guards having heard Ahime- 
lech's defence, declined the execu- 


was so just and 4 uitable, 


tion of 80 ae a commission: 


Doeg therefore being present, under 


took the bloody office, and with a 


sacrilegious hand, slew no less than 
four: score and five of the priests of 


the Lord. Nor did this cruel scene 


gate the blood chirsty Saul; for send- 


ing a party to Nob, he commanded 


them to put eve living soul, toge- | 
ther with all res — af: the Hor 


| to the destructive sword. 
One of the sons of Alvineleghy ua 


wank Abiatſiar, escaped this horrid 
mabsacre, and flyin to David related 


to him the dreadful tidings, which 
though he deplored more bitterly; 


because he looked on himself as the 


innocent cause, afforded him not 


much surprise, as he had seen Doeg 
there, knew he was acquainted with 
all that had passed relative to him, 


and that he would inform the king, 


whose frantic rage might lead him 
ta the commission of the most enor- 
mous actions. However he assured 


Abiathar of his favour and protec- . 
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xion; thathe Shed PEE his fortune, 


and that he would hold his i interest ] 


'equally- dear with his own. 
While Saul was cruelly de 
in the massacre of his guiltless sub- 
jects, David was exerting himself in 
the just and necessary defence of * 
right of his country; for havin 


.cerved- intelligence, that the P Fou 


tines had made a descent upon Kei- 
Jah, a city of Judah, and consulted 


the divine direction by the prophet 
Gad, he marched to its relief and 
repulsed "thus nem * great loss 


of men and cattle. 1414] 38 33 


Saul having 3 intelligence | 


of David's success against the Philis- 


tines, and concluding that he would 


fortify himself in the city he had re- 


heved, sent an army to invest it. 


But David, who never undertook any 
enterprize without seeking that wis- 


gave them to understand, that if they 
livered into the hand of Saul. 
divine direction, left: that place, and 


retired into à wood in the desert of 
Ziph, where he was preserved from 


1 


| ving private notice of 
visited him; and encoyraged him with 


Israel, 


. which is from . above, caused 
young Abiathar to lay the case be- 
ore e Lord, who warned them of 
the perfidy of the inhabitants, and 


cohtinued/'there, they would be de. 
.F1 David therefore, pursuant 8 . | 8 


the vengeance of Saul, who could 
not learn the place of. his retire- 


| Bur his good friend Jonathan. has. 
IS Situation, | 


an assurance that the Lord would 
not suffer him to fall into the hands 
of his enraged father, seeing he had 
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Israel, and the protection of his cho- 
sen people. Then renewing their 
covenant of friendship, they em- 
braced, Jonathan returned home, and 
David continued in the wood. 
The inhabitants of the place, near 


which David had retired, very offici- 


ously sent Saul intelligence where he 
Was, assuring him if he would send a 
sufficient party to assist them, they 
would deliver David into his hands. 
Saul acknowledged their proffered 
service, but desired that they would 
most carefully explore his haunts, as 
he knew him to be very subtle in all 
his proceedings, and having done 
this, return and inform him of the 
particulars. But David apprized of 


the base design of the Ziphites shifted 


his 
the desert of Moan, whither he Was 
so closely pursued by Saul, that no- 
thing but a valley separated che two 
armies; Saul therefore relying. on the 
superiority of his number, determin- 
ed to encompass the mountain where 


David encamped, in order to take or 


slay his whole party; however he was 
diverted from the executian- of this 
plan, by the arrival of a messenger, 
who brought word that the Philistines 
had invaded the land, and that his 
assistance was immediately required. 
Thus was Saul at this critical junc- 
ture compelled to drop his private 
resentment for the public weal, and 
by diverting his arms to repel the 
invader, he afforded David an op- 
portunity of retiring into the strong 
i oft th ts $9 oe 
Saul soon repulsed the Philistines 
and then renewed his pursuit of Da- 
vid, with three thousand chosen mien, 
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| craggy places of the country. As 


Ju, and retired farther into 


„ 
amongst the most mountainous and 


Saul was on his march, he happened 
to turn into a cave to ease nature, 
little suspecting he was so near David, 
who with a few select men had re- 
tired thither for safeext.t.t.t.t. 
When David's men saw the king 
enter the cave alone, thinking that 
Providence had ordained this circum- 
stance for their rescue, they were for 
dispatching him immediately; but 
David was influenced by other mo- 
tives, and declared his abhorrence of 
the very attempt to execute their pro- 


posal, saying, God forbid that J 


the Lord's anointed. | 
However to convince- Saul, that 
his life had been in his hand, he 
privately cut off the skirt of his 
1b » mo, 
This action, though in itself in- 
offensive, gave David much concern 
on reflection, because he thought he 
had offered an indignity to the ma- 
jesty of his king. As soon as Saul 
left the cave, David likewise came 
out, and calling to him at a distance; 
reverently bowed before his Lord and 
King, shewed him the skirt of his 


ſhould ſtrete forth my hand againſt 


robe and declared his innocence in 


such submissive, yet generous terms, 
as impressed the obdurate heart of 
Saul, who bursting into tears, with 
the utmost compunction, acknow- 
ledged his guilt and David's justice. 
Then, as if convinced from the great 
deliverances God had wrought for 
David it was his will he should suc- 
ceed to the throne of Israel, he con- 


jured him by the most sacred ties. 


not ta avenge on him or his family 
| T 
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the Wonen 
ne should have it in his power. 


85 Jo obviate all fear on the part of 1 


85 | Saul, David sware unto him, he 
. would: do according to his desire, 
5 upon which Saul returned home; 
but David not judging it safe to rely 


on his speeious behaviour, retired a- 


5 1 his ee s to their ane 
2 About this time Hot 8 Prophet 


Samuel, a person in great reputation 
among the Hebrews, for his probity 
and virtue; and the people gave an 


eminent proof of the esteem they 
had for him, in the 1 and 
__ Expence of his funeral. 


+ They buried him at Ramah, in \ his | 
own country, and mourned for. him 


_ afterward a long time, not with 
the ceremony of à formal public 
sorrow, but every individual had a 


Aistind and a particular share in the 
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=. ; uty. and justice, and most 
| | remark dg in God 1 for his 
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: Thus died the (DE, * to En 
- mary, ihe author of the Ecclesissticus, has consecrated 


. di eulcgy; Samuel the Prophet of the Lord, be- 
5 loved of his Lord, established a kingdom, and anointed 
1 "princes over his people. By the law of the Lord he 
= - er zation, and the Lord had 'respeRt'unto' 
3 By his faithfulness he was found à true Prophet, 

5 = by his a he was known to be faithful in vision. 
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pavib's EXTRAORDINARY  ADVEN: =, 


TRE WITH NABAL, AFTER WHOSE 


'}  DECEASE HE MARRIES HIS WIFE ABI. 


SAL. REPEATED INSTANCE OF u- 


TY IN DAVID TOWARDS. SAUL. DA- 


__ VID REPAIRS: TO GATH. . SAUL DE- 
 STROYS THE WITCHES, AFTERWARDS 
SEEKS TO ONE. , SAMUEL 1s RAISED 


AND FORETELS THE RUIN OF SAUL. 

' DAVID MEETS WITH A DISTRESSFUL _ 
| © CIRCUMSTANCE. OVERCOMES HIS E. 
- -NEMIES. DEATH OF SAUE NY A 


. 1 | 
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HERE noed at . SIP near 


the place where David frequent - 


6d; a certain man, of the city of Moan, 
who was very wealthy i in herds and 


possessions; who had in his ground 


three thousand sheep, and a thou- 5 


sand goats. 


David was is bel l his friend, tar 


he set his own people to assist in look- 
ing after his flocks : forbidding them 


on their peril, either for hunger,” or 
on any other pretence whatever, to 
touch so much as one hair of them; ; 
no, though they were absolutely sure 


of not being detetted; continually 


inculcating to them the duty and ob. 
ligation the — ber under of living ac. 
5 12 88 to 


e or} 1 2 and in 
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| ne ep 1-77 Mev = thundered from 4 and wil 


x gteat noise made his vice to be heard. nd he de- 


 stroyed the rulers of the Syrians, and all che princes of hel | 
| Philistines. Before his long sleep be made protestations 
in the sight of the Lord 2 his anointed, and after his 

death he prophesied; and rants. his end. 55a 
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conformity to the will of God, Who 
was never pleased with any man that 


coveted, or laid violent hands on the 
goods of his neighbou.t. 
- By this discipline, David restrain- 
ed those about him from violence, 
and kept them within bounds ; ima- 
gining all this while that the kind- 


ness he had shewn, and the good and 


generous offices he had done, were 


"1 8 , 2 * 
conferred on a person of worth and 


honesty, who, would be sure to make 


him grateful acknowledgments, and 


a suitable return. 


But Nabal (for that was the man's 
name) was a brutal, ill- natur d wretch; 
yet the husband of a notable; discreet, 


_ prudent and agreeable woman. As- 


e was one day shearing his sheep, 


David sent ten of his people to Na- 


bal with the compliment of a thous- 
and good wishes to him, and desiring 
only some moderate supply of pro- 
visions out of his abundande; for his 


shepherds could inform him, that all 
the while they had been together in 


the desert, they had been so far from 
doing him any injury, that the had 
rather kept and preserved his sheep 
for him; closing the discourse with 


an assurance, that what friendship so- 
ever he should do for David upon 
this occasion, should be abundantly 


B ETC 
The answer that Nabal returned 


them was rude and churlish like him- 


self. David! says Nabal, why who's 
that ſame David, I wonder'? They 
told him he was one of the sons of 


runaway ſervants. look upon them- 


ſelves to be brave fellows, I warrant 


= 
- FER. | 
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Jele. Pes, yes, 1 Nabal, "your 


— 


_— 


- virulence of so insolent an outrage 
against a man that never did him an 
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This contemptuous affront enraged 
David to that degree, that he imme- 


diately put himself at the head of 
four hundred men, leaving two hun- 
dred more behind with the baggage, - 
(his number being now encreased to 


six hundred) with a vow and deter- 


' mination that night, to cut off Nabal, 


with his house and family. 


Now David's indignation against 
him, was not so much for his barba- 
rity and ingratitude, where he had 


been so frankly obliged, but for the 


injury. 


1 


counter to the mistress; telling her, 
how David being distressed for pro- 


visions, and having sent to her hus- 


band to desiresome small relief of him, 
who was not only refused by him, 


but answered with unsufferable and 


0 . revilings; though Da- 
vid had ever dealt honourably and 


respeftfully by him in guarding and 


securing his flocks from injuries and 
violence; telling her further, what 


apprehensions they had of the mis- 


chief that the sense of this indignity 


might bring upon herself and her 


husband. i 
So soon as Abigail, (for that was 
her name) the wife Nabal, had heard 

their story, she presently called for 
the asses out; caused them to be la- 


den with presents, and unknown to 


her husband, (who was at that time 


drunk and senseless) she put herself 
upon the way to find out David, 
whom she met coming down the 
389 Straits 


While matters were in this pos- 
ture, one of Nabal's shepherds and 
Servants carried the story of this en- 
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straits of the mountain, and four hun- 
dred men following him, with an in- 


tent to take vengeance upon Nabal. 
Abigail no sooner saw him ap- 


proach, but leaping from her ass, she 
threw herself prostrate upon the 


ground, and humbly beſought David 
to paſs over the words of her huſband, 


as one whoſe name was furted to his 
nature: Nabal in Hebrew *signify- 
ing a fool and a madman. Se pleud- 
ed for herſelf, that ſhe jaw none of 


' the meſſengers, that were ſent to her 


truſband ; begged pardon, and defired 
David to give God thanks 107 [On | 


E her as the inſtrument to keep his hands 


from blood and, Sir, ſays ſhe, may 
you til preſerve yourſelf clear of | 


that polution, that God may turn the 
vengeance that threatens Nabal upon 
the heads of your enemies. Be pleaſed, 
T beſeech you, to accept of the good- 
will of your poor fervant, with theſe 
mall preſents and upon my humble 

" requeſt, to paſs over the offence of my 
huſband, who has fo juſtly incurred 


your diſpleaſure ; for there is no- 


thing. Jo well-becoming the character 


of the perſon, that providence de/igns 
or acrown, as clemency and'compa- 
on. David was pleased to receive 
the present, telling her, That ſhe had 
. reajon to bleſs God that put it into 


heart to meet him,; otherwiſe says 
he, you ſhould. never have lived to 
have ſeen. another day; for I had 


fworn to myſelf to lay your houſe in 
ruins this very night,” and not to 


leave one foul alive in the family of | 


T2 The world may be from” this example, that 
there's no avoiding the stroke of divine justice; and that it 


u Providence that governs the world, not fortune orchante 
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5 that belong to me. 
Tou are now come in a bleſſed 
hour to allay my Tag and put. 2000 . 
to my Tefolution ; all, 
though 1 am content for: your ſabe 


that ungrateſul man, who had caſt 


Jo many indignities upon me, and 


7 & * 45 


ut yet. after. all, 


to forgive, Nabal's fault againſt me, 


| there 15.4 judgment ſtill behind tat 
attends him; and his illmanners 


wt 


will be his ruin fome other uad. 


} 


With these words, David discharg- 
ed Abigail, who went directly home, 


and found her husband carousing 
among his companions, and so sot- 
tishly drunk with wine, that there 
was no speaking to him that night: 


but the next morning, when he be- 


came sober, told him the whole 
5 C4 £4 21 Ja 3 3g f 6 - ; 

story from beginning to end; which 
struck him with such an astonish. 
ment, that he was seized with a dead 
palsy upon it, and died in ten days. 
David upon the news of his death, 


was heard to say, that the jufigment 
was righteous, and that God. | 
avenged bis cause, while he that 


received the injury came off with 


F 
After the decease of the husband, 


David sent a message, and an invi- 
| tation to Abigail, desiring her to 
come over to him; for he would take 
her for his lawful wife. Her answer 
was, that she was not worthy so much 


as to wash the feet of David; but 


she went to him: however, with all 
her equipage, and became his wiſe; 
an honour that she was indebted to 
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; but that both, good and wicked men are either rewarded. or 
punished in b ore FFF 
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for the graces both of her mind and 


person; for it was her prudence, mo- 
- desty, and beauty, that recommended 
her to this preferment. | 5 
David had also a 


Michal, the daughter of Saul, her 


father gave her away to Phalti, the 


son of Laiſſi of Gethla. 


the men of Z:þhe brought a fresh ac- 
count to Saul, that David was come 
| and betwixt the darkness of the 
with a little help he might be easily night, and the strength of his own 
täken. Upon this intelligence, Saul 
immediately marched thither with 
three thousand men; and the night 


into their quarters again, and that 


a place called Hachila n. 
When David, | 
that Saul was moving that way, he 


sent out scouts for a particular infor- 
mation where the enemy lay; and 
word being brought that they had 


mers themselves near a place called 
achilah, David, got up m the 
night, and with only Abſhat, the son 
ol his sister Zeruian, and Ahimelech 
the Hittite, went directly without the 
Privity of any other person, into 
the camp of the enemy; where they 
found the king in his tent, with his 


* 


5 general Abner, and his guards about 
MI | 


m, all fast asleep. 


Abishai, seeing the king in his bed, 


and his lance by him, would needs 
have nailed him immediately to the 
ground; but David held his hands, 
and (e) said, Abishai, Saul 2s God's 


. yy 


— — 


| (e) Abiſſiai, ſays. When we consider the just dun- 
dations of David's resentment against Saul, and the ar- 
gumenits and instigations of Abishai, we cannot help think - 


ing, that Ged put these opportunities in the power of | 


= 


dame to understand 
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| king, and his perſon facred, let the 


I/ has power to him who gave 
former wife, | power 2tfelf. © 
(4himoam) but as for his late wife 


coming on, he pitched his tents at | 
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man be never jo wicked, he ts only 
accountable for the ili management 


him the 


But for a proof, however, that 74 
have him at mercy, though I willnot 


make a bad uſe of the advantage, I 


will now take away his lance, and 


| pitcher. of water from his bed-fide. 


It was not long after this, when 


Dua vid leaving the camp as silently 
and unperceived as he came into it, 


resolution, without any apprehension 
of danger, passed the river; and then 
getting up to the top of a mountain, 
within hearing of the camp, he call- 
ed out from thence to Abner and the 
guards, to wake them. Abner start- 
ed upon this clamour, and hearing 
himself called by name, cried with a 
loud voice, to know who it was that 
would speak with him? Answer was 
made, it was David the son of Jesse, 
one of your fugitives. - Are you a 


fit man replied David, to be aprince's 
favourite ; à general of his army, 


and to take upon you the guard of his 
royal perſon, and under all theſe ho- 
nourable oblations, to lay ſleeping at 


your eaſe, when your maſter's life is 


in danger? Can you tell me what 3s 


become of the king's lance, and the 
patcher of water that were this night 
taken by the enemy out of his tent; 
and even from his very bed sede? 
and you, and your guards faſt aſleeb, 


without knowmg. any thing o, they . 


- 


I David; on purpose to make a trial of his virtue and cle 


mency: nor can we, at the same time, fail to admire th? 


too many others would probably have proved irres istab le. 


matter 9 


glorious e ag which he made over these passions, which 


2 


Jun public thanks for his life, bid. 


— 


3 
mater? Now whether this were neg- 


fe 


*. 
Ws 


lect or treachery, it is equally the 
your head for it. 


voice, and himself now a second 
time betrayed, into the hands of a 


very person, whose life he himself 


me, You certainly deſerve en wy 


| 


. 


| 


“Dundu David 


* 


was seeking, mistaking the best friend 
he had, for the most mortal of his 


enemies; Saul, I say, was so sensi- 
ble of David's goodness, under the 


als aces * 


greatest of provocations, that e gave 


ding him not to fear for the time to 


come, but to return to his nabitation, 


for he found by experience, that his 


tife was not dearer to himſelf than 


t was to David ; whom now he ſhould 
bool upon as hig eee and a 
- herſon of ſo tried and unchangeable 
Affection to hum, that notwithſtanding 
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king of Gath, one of the five princi- 


pal cities belonging to the Philistines, 
the king entertained David, and his 


two wives, Ahinoam and Abigail. 


Saul all this while had notice of 
David's motions; but after two dis- 
be OY eee, falling into 
the very snare himself that he hal 
set for David, he left his adversary 


— 


to take his fortune, and, desisted 


from the Lace 
David fo 


would be pleased to assign him some 
place or portion of ground in his 


und himself uneasy in the 

city of Gath, and so took the free- 
dom to desire of the king this addi- 
tion to his former bounties; that he 


* 


dominions, for himself and those that 


belonged to him, to live upon; for 
it gave him some uneasiness, to con- 


tinue still in a place where he must 


f appear burdensome to the people. ; 


all baniſtments, hazards, ill uſage, 


uon his life, ſie returned him no- 
ting but benefits for injurie. 


David, desired him to send for the I 


the righteous God, to judge between 


_ - them, and to bear him witness, that 
When he took away Saul's lance and 
Pitcher, he could with as much ease 

. have taken away his lifſfdSQ. 
After this © deliverance, Saul re- 
turned safe to his palace. But Da- 
vid not chusing to venture himself 
any longer in a place where he 
tbouglit himself still in danger of be- 
ing taken, removed with his six 
hundred men into the land of the 
Philistines, to dwell there 
consent of his people. 
Being now come to 


Achish, the 


, with the 


lance and the pitcher, appealing to 


13 


LON 
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So the king gave him Ziklag to him- 
self and his heirs for ever; and Da- 


vid retained so great a kindness for 
the place, even after he came to be 


king, a8 tO reserve it for a private f 


possession for himself and posterity 


ever afterwards. 


David's stay in Ziklag was four 


lage. His answer was, that he had 
made incursions into the southerly 
8 parts 


| months and twenty days, whence 

he made several inroads upon their 
neighbours, the Geshurites, the Ge- 

zerites and Amalekites, carrying 
away vast booties of mules and ca- 
mels; but taking no prisoners, for 
fear they should discover the whole 
mystery to Achish. He made the 
king presents, however, out of the 

Spoll, who would ask him now and 
then, where he met with all that - 


gut of his domivions : but the Pro- | 
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parts of . ax wem he found it. 
There was no great difficulty to — 
Achish believe a story that his heart 
was so desirous to have true; for it 
Was reasonable to think, that aſter all 
this havock and outrage committed 
by David upon his countrymen, he 
would never dare to look homeward 


again; and by that means have no- 


| thing left to trust WM ue the service 
of king Achish. 3h 


| 
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them, and drew up near the moun- 
tain of Gilboali, directly 0 the 
ar; of the enemy. 


"of each other, Saul found the Phi- 
listines so much superior to the Isra- 
elites, that his heart misgave him; 
and this terror put him upon con- 


hes 8 were 1 this 
time 8 for a war against the 
Isõraelites, a 


out against the enemy. The king 


spoke to David also to join him, with 
his six hundred men over and above 


his own troops; who not only pro- 
mised it with great readiness, but 


told Achish further, that the time 


was now at hand, that would put 
it into his power to make him an 
honourable return for all. Ban boun- 
ties, 
The SIN on 2 N hank, 
passing his royal word to David, the 
more to oblige him, that if he- suc- 


2 a general rendezvous / 
appointed upon such a day, in Shu- 
nem, where Achish was to draw them 
into a body, and thence to lead them 


put, but no ans wer returned, the 
silence of the oracle was worse to 
Saul than all the rest; for he looked 
upon it as a foreboding presage of an 


a downright despondeney upon it; 


heart, that though God had with- 
drawn his favour from him in such a 


scious of it, 5 had Still recourse, 
after all this to conjurors and wiz- 


were a sort of people chat took upon 
them to call upon the ghosts of the 
dead, and thereby to resolve such 


_ ceeded in this battle, he would invest 
bim with great honours, and in par- 


ticular give him the. cand. 0 Ai . 


guards. N 

It is to be ed, wind Saul nad 
banished all diviners, sooth-sayers, 
fortune-tellers, and all other people 
whatsoever, of such vain pretensions 


Phata he still e Bus 250 
News being brought to Saul, hs, 
the Philistines were advanced as far 


as the TO tact wy * n 


m. , 1 Br 


at Endor. Upon this information, 
Saul disguiged ae and taking 
f two conſidents along with him, went 

diretctlyto the — of Endor, with - 
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plain chere, he went out to meet 


The armies being now in sig ht 


sulting the Prophets about the event 
of this battle. The question being 


evil fate at hand, that he fell into | 


and yet, such was the hardness of his 
signal manner, and he himself con- 


zards, to learn the event of things, 
and set people at work to find him 
out some cunning woman, who could 
foretel things to come; for there 


questions about future contingencies 


| While he- was PASS hay: 3 
one of his family informed him, 
that he had heard r Such a woman 


out acquainting any other person. 
- Th first thing he asked of er 
* trial of her 3 gal- 


+ 
1 
[ 
| 
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ling upon the ghost of such a person 


as he should name. The woman ex- 


cused herself, out of a reverence to 
the king's edict, which had forbid- 
den this way of divination; upon 
ain of banishment ; wherefore she 
draooghtin not to betray her into 
a snare, for if she should pretend to 
give a resolution, and be detected, 
the practice would infallibly be her 
rum. „ „„ N 
But this refusal would not satisfy 
Saul, who pressing her still more and 


more, with bitter imprecations upon 
himself, that no mortal should ever 


know of one syllable that passed be- 
tween them, either question or an- 
swer; she was prevailed upon at last 
to venture herself upon the credit of 
such assurances 
his hands. M 
Immediately upon her consenting 
to his request, Saul bad her call up 
the ghost of Samuel. And upon her 
calling him up, the ghost appeared. 
The woman was under an astonish- 
ment at the sight of so divine a fi- 


** 


gure, and turning toward Saul, asked 


him, I he were not Saul the king ? + 


Saul made answer, That he was the | „ 


man,; and obſerving her to be trem- 


Bling, and in diſorder,  defired to 


know ; what maght be the cauſe of 
that coufuſton. She answered, She 
Jaw the reſemblance of -an ancient 
man, with a radiant glory about him, 
aſcending from the earth. Saul de- 
manded of her what kind of figure, 


of what years, and in What habit 


he seemed to be? she said, A man in 
years, of a venerable aſpelt, and in a 
_  facerdotal veſt. By this description 
Saul concluded it to be the figure of 


1 
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ons fall in the battle. 


Jeet W. 
| Samuel, and fell down upon his face 
and worshipped. The fpetire de- 
manded what he gave him this trou- 
ble for, to'take him from his place of 
reſt? Saul replied, That it was ab- 
Jolute neceſſity ; for he was threat- 
- ened with a mighty army, and want- 


ed advice what to do; for God had 
| for/aken him, and he had neither pro- 


lets, dreams, nor vijtons to fly to for 
derection. For theſe reaſons, he had 


| now Tecourſe as he ſaid, to Samuel, 


as his laft refuge, and a perfon that 
he had cafe {nc engl to im- 
Jelf and his affairs. Samuel fore- 
seeing that Saul had but one day 
more to live, told him, How vain a 


| thing it was for him who knew him- 


[elf forſaken of God, to launch out 


„ that she was safe in into unſeaſonable curinfeties, about 


what ſhould hereafter become of him. 
But, says the ghost, fence nothing 
elſe will ſerve your turn, Tam to tell 
you, that the Almighty God has deter- 
mined that David ſhall be put into 
poſſeſſion, - of the government, and 
bring the preſent war to a happy con- 
clufton, while you yourſelf are to loſe. 
your crown, and your liſe together, 
or - your. diſobedience to God in the 
| bufeneſs of the Amalekites, and for 
the contempt of his commands, which 
from my lips you received by huis or- 
der, white I was living. 
Know further, that you are to be 
with me to-morrow ; your army ſhall 
be overthrown, and yourſelf and your 


These awful words struck Saul 
speechless, and fainting, he fell to the 
ond; whether this proceeded 
from so dreadful a sentence, or from 


4 * ; 
weakness of body, may be a 


ques- 
tion, 


— RY oo 


r 


* ‚ warn 
7719969869666” „% 
669 „„ 
—1Ä5＋¶Uοl8 6614615116160 
„„ 66% „444% 
10 ee 775 5594 
4 


.* 
0 
* 
4 
10 I, 70 015 | 
1 7% 4, 
. \ an TRI 
5 = | 
un . 
1 f 
\ 


1 

N 

5 il 

! "t4 | 
\) 


4 
i4 


1 
WA 


— — 
—— — Lg 
— 


Ln 


-—- 


ULOLDTTTY SOTO 

Un 
QUITTING 
hun enen 


——ä— — — 
— a — 2 


——— — 


z 


—— SOS 
—— —— ded 


eee ee 
188 — dd * A 9 
be Vttiny,. % | | | | ; | 

PULL rear 5 - IN 2 


— — 


— oO 


— — 
33 


LE 


> . e 


* <> 


* 


| | _ 1 | | | 1 mm mn 
| "i N 


l 


So I ES 


9879's l 


r 


an 


U 


— 


— — 
— — — 


by 


— — 
— 


A 


—— — 
— ned 


—— — 


— 
— — 


— — — 


1 * WY 
70 8 


— 


— — 
PEE — — 
- 
— — 
— 


\ 

1 N 

SN | | ad We 

"{lþ = i >, NIN 
oh | JV | | 1 
| | 7 NN 
anten 
' INI 4 
n 11 

nenne 
U N ih 
i eee 
tige eee 


5 

N 
Wie NA 
10,40) \ 
* ot 


\ \ l - - = _ - 2 i | ; | | 5 N 8 
LR | : =_ IN N 
* Hi, a 8 8 . =_ * ; | | | | 
' ; 3 a V. 5 py - | f 
595 oy f, \ = a | 
5 | 9 | 15 


1 
IVA 


4 
, 5% 
ur l | 
t'y 
b 
Wl 
7 


1%“ 


— — 


U— — 


— 


— Ladd 
— 


FRF FECAL 
-- 
— 


— — xp 


— — 
— <a” 
1 


+ : 
4 
A 


* 


15 1 N 


* 


4 


— 


Ss” x 
poor TV: 


tion, though most probably the latter, 
for he had eat nothing Gi twenty - 

four hours. But at last coming a 

little to himself, the woman very 

earnestly pressed him to take some. 
refreshment to support nature; de- 
siring no other consideration for the 
dangerous office she had performed 
him, than to put him in a condition 
of strength and ability to return to 
his ar; : © Re. 
She was thoroughly sensible of the 


hazard she had run in the exercise 


of a forbidden profession; and es- 
pecially in the violation of a decree 
at the desire (though inadvertently) 

of him that made it. e Sal 
After a great many importunities, 
in the depth of his despondence, Saul 
was prevailed on to take some nou- 


rishment. Accordingly, the woman 


though poor, killed her only calf, 
dressed it, and set it before Saul and 
his servants, with her whole fortune 
in that treat; Who took his repast, 
and returned that night to the ar- 
The Philistines having drawn their 
troops together from all quarters, 
according to their distribution into 


tribes, kingdoms, and governments, 


| Achish the king of Gath, with his 


q 


» —— 


I must not pass over the candour, the good-nature, 
and the greatness of the woman's mind, without some 
note of admiration. The king had forbidden her the 
practice of an art that was the only maintenance of hetßelf 
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men aſter the rest, and David with 
his band of six hundred aſter Achish; 
several of the Philistine commanders 
taking notice of a mixture of Israel- 


k 


_- 


' whence they came; who sent for 
them? and what. they did there? 


man, {(pounting. lo David) was; a. 
| ſervant o, Saul's, who was fallen 


under his diſpleaſure, and forced to 


nor eg RT es -- 
He came to me,  fays Achiſt, with 
| the people he has about him, for ſanc- 
"tuary ; ſo received hum, and pro- 


occaſton he has promiſed me his ut- 
-moſt alſiſtance againſt Saul, in re- 
gur tal for has protection, and to gra- 


L has revenge. Hs 
The Philistines were one and all 
against trusting a proſessed enemy, 
and were rather for sending him back 
for they did not know, they said, 
what mischief the treachery of such 
a party might do upon such an oc- 
casion. And for the difference be- 
| twixt him and his master the ser- 
vice he might do him upon this op- 
portunity, would compound for forty 
such breaches; wherefore Achish 
should do well, they said. 


3 - 
8 


| for ghe dn ver 
and above the piety of these offices, she did all this for the 


2 


and family 
Here comes a guest and a $t 


had need of her advice in the way that he himself had for- 
bidden : for it proved to be the king. She received him, 
treated him, and relieved him; and all this zhe did wil- 


lingly and cheerfully ; nay, and 80 frankly tos, that e 


4 * 


gave him all she had, — without any pros 


templation of a reward, by gaining the king's 
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. 
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never seen before; but a person in misery, and one that 


world, that makes charity an interest and gives or re- 
lieves only to get by the bargain, putting out virtue, as. 
they do money, 40 interest“ We may reckon that we 
have recommended to us in the gt le of this ge- 
nerous woman, the hongur and humanity r doing good. 
offices to all people in necessity; beside that, a sincere 


re, 


es among them, enquired from, 


Achish made answer, That the young 


_ vided for him; and now upon this 
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| very man whose prohibition had been the ruin of ber. 
This proceeding was quite contrary to the custom of the 


Ged charity, is a virtue of all others he mor 
r. 75 > * * a er IE in 2 | 
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dut more words to send him back to. 
the habitation he had assign 
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ler what he was doing, and with- 


ed him; 
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desolate, his own wives, and the wives 
and children of his fellow soldiers 
hurried away prisoners, with all that 


belonged unto them, he broke out 
into so passionate an extravagance 
of lamentation and outrage, that he 
rent his clothes, and wept himself dry, 
even for want of matter to supply 
more tears. His followers were ready 


ally, ede ie 


 vernments a. / you were my fecond 


vantage of my abſence, and preſs me | 
with in les at vom. 


* 


auen e VO] 


© You 


in the army, and in the mean time, 1 


am us niuch your friend as ever. 


Upon this declaration of Achish, 


they parted, and David, according to 


But while David was following the 
camp of the Philistines, the Amale- 


es ; making dreadful ha- 


and at la went home again With what | i 4 d 
| told them he was an Egyptian born, 


% *- 


- 

g with 
8 ee, 
14 II. « N 4 2 * p 1 
= as es £ 4 1 a 


boory they” could carry alon 


1 


with weeping, he came to the resolu- 
tion of N to heaven for com- 
fort, and desired Abiathar the high- 
priest to put on his pontifical robes 

and consult God in | 


Was, whether or not, in case of over- 
| taking the Amalekites upon the pur- 


receive their wives and children again, 
that had been taken from them be- 


7 RY . 2 
The High- priest bade David ig 
low them, and prosper; Upon whfe 
encouragement he took his six hun- 
dred men, and pursued them to the 


2 


. 


* e a 


ing been three days in the desert with- 
gut eating. They took pity upon. 
him, and after giving him a little re- 
Lreshment, they asked him who he 


| was? and to whom he belonged? He 


| and a gervant te a person who was at 
"the sscking and burning of Ziklag, 
and the country thereabout ; who left 
ä him 


5 
N 
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to stone him too, for the loss of their 
4 wives and children; for they said he 
was the cause of all, and the whole 
miscarriage was laid at his door. 
When David had wearied himself 


orm, and then 
report of the oracle. The question 


suit, the Israelites might be allowed to 


fore, and revenge themselves upon the 


„ 
P 


1 


brook Besor; Where they found an 
Egyptian that had lost his way and 
1 | was ready to perish with hunger, hav- 
kites fell wp Ziklag, took it, and | 

 laidit in as akin: las 

vock in the country thereabouts: 


BY > & 


— 


| efpecrally where the one part wasupon," . 
* duty, as well as the other, and at the 
Jame time preſerved their baggape. © 
This decision passed into a law 
that is to say, The spoil to be equally 
divided between them that guarded  _—- 


him upon the vay in his passage 
home again, because he was so faint 
that he could not keep up with the 


David made use of this Egyptian 


for his guide, upon the trace of the 


Amalekites, whom at last he overtook, 


contemplation of their late booty. 


In short, while they were drowned in 


mels, the pursuit continued from noon 
until night; and in the close of the 


%* 2 


drink and sleep, and wholly set upon 


their ease and pleasure, and unarmed, | 
| struftionof Zrþ/ag, and the total over- 


David fell upon them in this disorder 
and confusion, mingling their blood 


with their wine, so that there escaped 


Vith him the other two hundred were 


V | 
„Upon his return from the spoil, 

our. hundred that were upon the 

action, would not allow the two hun- 


N 


out of their Whole number, not above 


four hundred persons, who were car- 


and found some feasting, and some 
with much pride and vanity, in the 


ried off by the swiftness of their ca- 


FP 


dred, that were upon easier service, 


to haye any part in the booty, except- | 


ing their wives and children. 


David looked upon this as an un- 


Hm 


reasonable proposition, For, said he, 


the victory was given by God, and | 


being a bleſſing upon the common cauſe, 


step in David, as he hereby not only discharged himself of 


the oblations of gratitude, but 


voured to secure their 


it is but reaſonable that the whole | 
body Mould partake of the benefit, | 


e) David, This was a very popular and judicious | 


2 


| 


r 


ER 


WER 


left behind for a guard to the bag. 


in the throne. : - 


the baggage and those that should 1 
%% K PITT 


Ziklag, sent up and down to his 


friends and acquaintance, in the tribe 
of Judah, presents out of the spoil. 


We shall pass now from the e. 


throw of the Amalekztes, to a bloody 
victory obtained by the Pliliſtines 
over the Zſraelites. Ce at 

The armies being joined, the en- 
counter was very sharp. Saul, and 
his sons, did all that was possible for 


brave men to do; but finding them - 


selves oppressed with numbers (for 
the whole stress lay upon them) they 
had no more to do than to die hono- 


rably, that the enemy should have lit- 


tle reason to boast of their purchase. 
In fine, they were so continually 


surrounded by fresh numbers, that 


they were forced to submit to the ne- 
cessity of an insuperable fate, 
Upon the fall of Sauls sons, viz. 


Jonathan, Aminadab, and Malchi- 
ſhuad, that were slain in the heat of 


the battle, the whole army fell into 
confusion, and fled in a direct rout; 
while the Philistines pressing upon 
the rear made a prodigious slaughter. 
Saul shifted for himself awhile with 


interest and 


favour, in cate chere could happen a vaca n ey 3 


2 


a small body of his own,” but they 


>" War: 


" Us 


A” a2 
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ö were soon broken by the darts and 
arrows of the Philistines; and find- 


ing himself so weakened with wounds 


and loss of blood, that he was not 
able to do execution upon himself; 
therefore, in his extremty, he called 
to his armour-bearer to assist him in 
it, that he might not fall alive into 


the hands of his enemies. But the 


Servant excused himself, out of the 
veneration he had for his majesty, 
and upon that refusal, Saul cast him- 


self upon the point of his own sword; 
but not being able to finish what he 
had begun, he took notice of a young 


man, an Amalekite, near at hand, and 


desired him to take the sword, and 
dispatch him. He did it immediately, 


and made a prize of Saul's golden 


bracelets, and went off with them. 


When the armour-bearer saw that 


Saul was dead, he laid violent hands 


upon himself also; and there was not 
one of the kings· guard who out- lived 
This battle was fought 


his master. | 
near the mountain of Gilboah. 


No sooner had the Israelites of the 
valley beyond Jordan, and the ci- 
ties of the plains, had intelligence of 


the death of Saul, and his sons, and 


of the entire destruction of his army, 


but they withdrew themselves out of 


their open towns into more secure 
and strong holds; while the Philis- 
tines took possession, and without any 
difficulty made themselves masters 
ol the places the other had quitted. 
On the next day after the battle 
the Philistines coming into the field 


to view the dead, found the bodies 
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of Saul, and his sons, among the 
rest. They stripped them, cut off 
their heads, and sent expresses every 


| 
| 
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this defeat. 


way up and down with the news of 


Their arms they deposited in the 
temple of Ashtaroth, and their bo- 
dies they exposed upon gibbets, un- 


der the walls of the city of Bethshem, 


known at this day by the name of 


Z IS. 
This barbarqus outrage upon the 


bodies of Saul and his sons, coming 


to the ears of the men of Jabesh- 
Gilead, raised in them such an indig- 
nation at the inhumanity of refusing 
them the last rites of burial, that 


some of the most daring and enter- 
prizing among them, made up a 
party and travelling all night, took 


down the bodies of Saul and his 


sons from the walls of Bethshem, and 

carried them away to Jabesh; not a 
creature daring to open his mouth 
fwd 05 oo ns 
Their deaths were lamented by 


the whole people of the place, who 


gave their bodies a publick and an 
honourable interment in the chief 
part of their province. They spent 


seven days in so strict a solemnity of 


fasting and mourning, that men, 


women, and children, were all 


bound indispensibly to observe it. 
This was the end of Saul, accord- 
ing to the prediction of Samuel, for 
his not prosecuting the war against 


the Amalekites. The deists, have 


excused Saul, and branded Samuel, 


with the epithet of cruelty; but the 


christian who believes in a Saviour, 
answers, that it was the command of 
God, and therefore ought to have 


been obeyed with cheerfulness, ac- 


cording to his order, and for the 


massacre of Ahimelech, and his fa- 


2 


Book IV. | 
mily, with the devastation even of 
the sacerdotal city itself. © 


le ruled in the days of Samuel, 
_ eighteen years, and twenty two more 
after his decease, coming to this un- 


happy end in the same manner as it 


is here set forth. | 


VTLS, IG od 
DAVID AVENGES THE DEATH OF SAUL 
=: ON THE AMALEKITE. HIS ELEGY. ON 
HE DEATH OF SAUL AND. JONATHAN. 
Is PROCLAIMED . KING OF jop. 
_ "23&-: DAVID'S succEkss AGAINST. TIE 
KING OF THE OTHER TRIBES. ABNER, 
vors TO DAVID. | IS SLAIN BY 
*ZIOAB. DAVID REVENGESTHE DEATH 
_ "DF ABNER: THE TRIBES UNITE UN. 
BER DAVID, WHO RULES WITH PRU. 
_ DENCE AND PIETY, AND HIS CROWN.- 
E WITH A SERIES OF SUCCESS. © 


Coo after David's arrival at | 


+ KD Ziklag, from the conquests of 
the Amalekites; he received the news 
of the death of Saul, from the very 
man who had slain him in battle. 
When he approached David with 
every token of grief and humility, 
and was enquired concerning the 
cause of his arrival, as well as his 
person, he thus related the fatal case. 
am an Amalehite, and come from 
the late engagement of the eee e, 
in which felbkang Saul, and three of 
"1, ** together with many thou. 
ands of his inferior ranks. T ſhall 


(ad) Juffice. David herein afted the good part of a 
politician, if not of a righteous judge; for being $hortly - 
to ascend the throne. himself, it was necessary to /esta- 
| blish this maxim, that to slay the Lord's anointed, upon 


Rl þ 


mentations. | 
part of his affliction was, the loss f 
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| ſpeak no more than what I ſaw; it 


was my fortune to be near the king, 
when he was in his extremity. © He 
caſt himſelf upon the point of his own 


| ſword; but being Faint with his 


wounds, he could not execute what 
he had begun; fo that upon his ear- 


the bracelet, and the crown that he 
took from the dead body (to confirm 
the truth of his story) which he re- 
served for a present to David. 


_ Upon this melancholy news, he | 
rent his clothes, and spent the whole 


day with his friends in tears and la- 
But the most sensible 


Jonathan, his ever dear and faithful 


friend, and more than once, the very 


 preverver n © HS 
So transcendant was the virtue of 


David, and his generosity toward 


Saul, that notwithstanding so many 
repeated practices upon his life, he 


did not only deplore his misfortune, 


but ordered the criminal to be deliver- 
ed up to (d) ert not only upon 
his on confession, but the more 
certain evidence of his guilt, in the 
crown and the bracelet, that he took 
from Saul, after he was dead; and 


a regicide. 


7 s 


4 


any account whatever, was a most execrable crime, and to | 
. " * * : . * "bob LY of 1 F & W x ba ; - 
5 


casion, 


. 


neſt defire, I was: forced to do the g. 
ce for him, to keep him from falling 
| ative into the hands of his enemies, 
He shewed David at the same time 


proving himself to be truly an Ama- 
lekite, owning the very principal of 


David, upon the melancholy oe- 


clear himself from the imputation of being any way con- 
| cerned in, or accessary to 80 foul a faft f 
mies might have been apt to imagine, had he given any 
countenance or protection to this man); he ordered. him 
immediately to be put to death. e 


which his ene - 


specimen of piety and rhetoric... . 


- Hebron, | 
immediately, and repaired: thither, 
with his two wives, and the guards, of 
is person that he had about him; 
Whither the whole tribe came soon 
| after, and a full convention with one 


| Vantage * 
ing t 4 15 understand, 


r 
* * B 


casion, 1 zeveral elegies, one | 
of which, cited by the sacred histo- 


rian, is Justly. deemed. an eminent 


When David had paid his last 585 
ties to the memory of Saul, and his 


sons, and the term of the mourning 
was expired, he consulted God by 


hs prophet, which of the cities _ 
idah-should be allotted him for his 
ahitation: and it was answered 
Whereſore he left Ziklag 


voice proclaimed him wiegt, 
David had heard by this time of. 
8 generous and respect ful behaviour 


- of the men of, Jabesh toward Saul 


and his sons, and how bravely they | 


rescued their bodies from infamy, in 
the face of the enemy, and gave 
them an honourable burial. So that 


he sent Fenn particular acknowledg- 
ments, gs oyn name, for what 
they oo” one in honour of those 
Princes, as an oblation that should 


For ever be * to their ad- 
he same messenger giv- 


lat the 


11 of Judah had declared n 


2 th 1elr king. 


In this jungure, Abner, . son 


| of Ner, and Saul's general, a man of 
'A 1 courage aud 7 having 


eard of the death of Saul, 


Jonathan, 


and two other of his sons, 4 the late 


battle, posted to the camp, to look af · 


} 
ter Ishbosheth, at that time the only/ 


"Survivor of Saul's male issue. DE 
Dr e he Ne Bim. to secure 


ft 
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; Pee 6s of David's army, = 


Stood in order, and ready to engage, 
1 Abner proposed a trial before 
between an equal number of each 


men of the two. 


him from 3 PREISE the. river 


Jordan with him, and 15 him de- 
| clared king of nr Israe 

of. Judah exce ted, appointing Ma- 
 nahaluem for bi 

a8 the camp. 


the tribe 


lis residence, as much 


Abner was so  incensed against the. 


| tre of Judah, for the choice of the 
king that he resolved to make war 
upon them for it, and detacheda body 
of chosen men for the encounter. 


Joab, the son of Zeruiah, had the 


his two brothers, Abishai and Ahaze 


along with him. When they were 


1 advanced into a certain fountain of 


| Gibeon, the two armies being in sight 
of each other, drew up; but as they 


and 
side, to see which were the braver 


So that by cons 
they sent out twelve and twelve to a. 


pute the point, and | in sight of, the 


two. armies. A 


They began the combat with their 


darts, * then lell in with their 


Swords, every man taking his adyer- | 


-Sary. by the hair, and stabbing one 
| another, till they all fell down upon 
the spot. The armies, joined the 

and for some time fought furiously 
on both sides; but 1 in the end Abner 
was totally routed. . Joab, and his 
two brothers, closely pursuing them, 


encouraged their men, both to the 
chace and execution. But no man 


stuck 80 close to him, as Ahazel, who 
Was Swiſter of foot than most horses, 


and having singled him out, pressed 


[..close after him, without turnin - r 


to the * hand, or to the le 
When 5 


ther in the face © 
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When Abner found himself s0 re- | tbe palace of Ishbogheth, che son of 


solutely pursued, he offered him a 
suit of arms to desist; but seeing he 
could not prevail, he fairly advised 
him not to put him to the necessity 
of doing him a mischief, for the sa- 
ving of his own life; after which he 
could never think of looking his bro- 
Abner perceiving by this time, 
that Ahazel was not to be wrought 
upon, turned his lance in his flight, 
and struck his pursuer dead upon the 
spot. This accident retarded the 
Pursuit; for the people gave over the 
chace, to stand - gazing at the slain 


lc; 


Ahagzel. But Joab and his brother 


Abishai were now past the dead body, 


and so exasperated against Abner for 


* 


incredible speed and vigour they fol- 
lowed the pursuit till towards sun- 

44'S on of Abagail; Absalom, the son of 
Upon the hill of Ammah, Abner, 


the death of their brother, that with 


with the tribe of Benjamin, took the 
advantage of a rising ground to ob- 
serve the enemy, and from thence 
to reason the case with Joab, repre- 


Senting to him, That this outragious 
2 that supported the pretensions of 

among the people of the ſame blood | 
and profeſſion; and that he had en- 
treated Aha zel to defiſt from the pur- 
uit: but he being obſtinately reſolute 
till continued, and thereby forced 
um for ſelf-preſervation, to ſlay him 


animoſity was already gone too 


at has feet. 


1 


* 


and encamped upon the same place, 

that night. But Abner continued 
his march over the river Jordan, to 

1 * 


Joab could not oppose the reason - 
ableness of Abner's plea, and there- 
fore caused a retreat to be sounded 


Saul. The day following he took a 
view of the dead (which: he caused 
to be buried) e ger, gen Abner 
lost three hundred and sixty men, 
and David nineteen; without ree- 
koning Ahazel, whose body was car- 


hem, and there laid in the sepulehre 
of their father; from whence they 


returned to king David at Hebron. 
| This dispute between the adhe+ 


rents of David; and those of Saul, 


| was the cause of a seditious and 


bloody war among the Israelites. 


stronger than that of Saul, and gained 


many advantages over their oppo- 
nents. 37000 
David in the mean time had six 
sons, by as many wives, Ammon, 


the son of Ahinonam; Daniel the 


gith Shephotiah, the son of Abitha 


1 . 


Meacah; Adonijah, the son of H ag 


and Ithrea, the son of Egla. 

In the prosecution of this civil 
war, it was the prudence, the inte- 
rest and the popularity of Abner, 


Saul's family, and kept the people 
in their obedience to Ichbosheth. 
But this prince being informed that 
Abner lived in a scandalous familia- 
rity with Rizpah, one of his father's 
late concubines, reprimanded - him 
so severely for it, that it highly in- 
censed him, as he had ever been a 


terest of king Saul, and his family. 
Upon this provocation Abner me- 
ditated revenge, determining to trans- 
fer the crown from Ishbosheth to 
35 . 


ried by Joab and Abishai, to Bethle- 5 


But David's army waxed gradually 


zealous adherent to the cause and in- 


5 e them to this purpose: 


246 
David, and thereby make it gene 
rally known, that Ishbosheth was not 
advanced to the government for any 
virtue or ability of his own, but 
Wholly by the advice, arms, interest, 
„ and ryed fidelity | 
of himself. | 
Ie sent a commission to Hebron, 
With full Ver to make a league 
with Davi 


universal consent of the people, Ab- 


ner? should be received as 3 4 


Kret minister and favourite. ; 
Nothing could have been more 


welcome to David than this propo- 
Sal, and it was accordingly accepted. 


5 The first thing he desired, as the 
Fearnest of a future alliance, was the 
restoring Michal, whom he had pur- 
chased with very great labour and 
Hazard, in obtaining the heads of 
Six hundr&d' Philistines, a arr. kor 
her of Saul. ts 
Abner therefore wok Michal out of 
the arms of Phalti, upon whom she 
: Was 3 and 7 hy era _ 
rincipats'of the e, both mili- 
pu 24 civil, e, and ad- 
0 Mere was' a time, na would. 
Jae gone over from © Tſhboſheth"to _ 
David, und I uas againſt it, but you 
Le nom at liberty to do what you. 
2 for the Prophet Samuel hath 


allibly a red us, from tue 


Wolde «hh God' 22 that David is 
the man, whom Divine Providence 
hath defegned” as king and governor” 
4-4 21 [whole nation 4 the b 

NE 


in his name, upon this 
condition, that from and after the : 
ume of Abner's drawing off all the 
tribe from Ishbosheth to David and I tection of Ishbosheth depended, and 


advancing him to the throne by the 


; 
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and thut it i he; an only. he," that is 
to avenge us upon the Philiſtines, and 
bo bring them under our yoke. 

These words were so clear a dis- 
covery of Abner's design, that the 
hands of the people, and of the ar- 


| my; fell in unanimously with his opi- 


nion; and from that time forward 
declared and acted openly in favour 
of David. When they had proceed- 
ed thus far, Abner called for the ; 
Benjamites,' on whom alone the pro- 


delivered himself to them in the same 
manner, and with the same effect as 
he had done the other tribes, for 
they all declared ever uc as one ö 
man for David. | 
When Abner: had ws da) | 
biward the performance of his con- 
ditions, he took about twenty chosen 
men with him to David, in order, 


ee! to ratify the treaty, and part- 


* "$f 


for common satisfaction, as peo- 
ple rather preferred, being present at 
-treaties in which they are concerned, 
than having them transacted by proxy, 
— the proceedings on both sides 
ht be the more impartially trans- 


| eenited from the one to the other, 


and an exact report made of what 
passed between himself and the heads 
of the tribes, and how he had now 
brought over = . to Da- 
Abner a his company were at. 
a by David with freedom and ma 
nificence, for the time they . 
but after some few days, he desired, 
for the present, to be dismissed, that 
he might conduct the army and the 
people to him; and upon delivering 


by 


* - 
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by the consent 0 the whole nation, 
fulfil his design. N iar 


Abner was presently dispatched. ac- 
— to his / desire, and hardly got 
out of one of the gates of Hebron, 
before Jab, David's eneral, Who 
had been somewhere abroad, came 
in at an other; being given to under: ; 
stand that Abner ha been in private 
Vith David, upon certain proposals 
to settle him in the government, the 
conditions offexed and accepted, and 
that a league had been solemaly ra- 
tified, betwixt them; strong prepos- 
session entered into Joab/s head, that 
this intrigue of Abner's,would:be- his 
ruin, and supplant him not on]y;n 
his master's favohr, but in the most 
hongurable of his commissions; es- 
pecially, considering that Abner was 
a man of policy and address, and 


4x 


PR 
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r. he bethought himself of a surer 


_ shorter way therefore to sate his 
revenge, which was by taking away 
his life: the :dispatched- messengers 


6 


alter him in David's name, to call 
him beck again with all imaginable 


expedition, under a pretext of some- 
yhat forgotten in his instruktions that 


Ihe messengers he TI 5" 2 up 
on the way atoacplace called 22264 4 
about three miles from Hebron; anc 
upon their delivering their mess 


with them to the city, little thinking 


of the malicious: intention ob taking 


away bis life. Upon his coming up 
to the walls of the town, Joab stood 


: - the gate with a | specious appear- 


ance of kindness and humanity, rea» 
dyito receive him; and taking him 


one ho well knew how to; improve 
a critical zundure to Has: n leder 


3 . 1 "IF. 


— 


To vent bis Jolecn; against Abnen 5 


Ef endeavoured to persuade the 

by artful insinuations, that he 
1 do well, to beware how he 
trusted Abner; for his main intent 
was to establish the family of Saul in | 
ws government. 


When Joa found dhe he.could | 


not. work upon David, by calumny 
1 Andere, to Wed. ice An 


— 44 oo » th n 


» eee convince us, W 
Fader to the lust of avarice and ambition, will stick 
at nothing; for they; are never at ease 30 long as they are 4 
in the purniit of hat they eagerly desire, they press their || 1 
ends, without eyer;examining or considering the means. || 
There i is no such thing as a scruple of honour or consci- | 
ence in the'case; but right or wrong, how to aceomplith | 
i es and they are still bolder yet in the defence 


16 vr 50.8 7651 Fr nnr 4d. 


prized him, and pen his od 
. his bowels. 


; the. perfidious; malice and trea- 
chery of Joab, in revenge (as he 
pretended) for the death ôf his bro- 
ther Ahazel, 


ratify. his jealousy and 
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ani maintenance 2 eee than © eb were in 
che acquiting of 1 it, for can better bear 9 
p Lin missing what they” wou ve been at, than t 
of x or as ing ny ig Greed ear from them that they te 
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was very considerable. ad. 


Abner very innorently went back 


aside, as upon private business, sur- 


Thus was this brave man 2 off A 


{who was slain in the 
battle of Hebron, upon the violent 

pursuit of Abner; hut in truth, to 
revenge, for 
ear of being Ae in his dann | 
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. Gay, This religious strictness  gain- 
ed exceedingly..upon-:the.,affettions 


uw A\comrreTte mo 21 


David was 80 \cxcpandeirby' affected 
Wits! the news of Abner's death, 
that stretching forth his right tags 
toward Heaven, in an appeal and 


| thing- could'be moreacceprdl ihan 
| this last testimony of David's venera- 
tion and esteem for his person and 
memory, being eye vitnesses that 
protestation, that he was neither | he did not treat him, in a slight and 
privy nor consenting to the fact; | ignominious way, as an enemy, but 
cursed most bitterly the assassin, [with all the tokens of generosity, 
| whoever he was, his family, and all justice, and friendship. Beside it 
his accomplices: and this he did | heightened the character of David's 
not only in detestation of so base a | piety and benevolenee, in giving men 
practice, but as à proof that he had to understand what they might ex- 
acted on the strictest niceties of faith pect from him themselves, if Abner's 
Ld, and: honour to Abner. - - 8 case should ever be theirs: David 
de ane 7 2 proclamation. ia | hkewise, in this proceeding, consult- 
public mourning for him, with all Jed his interest as well as his reputa- 
_ the solemnities of tearing garments, tion and virtue; for afterwards, he 
And putting on sackeloth he himself vas never suspected of the least want 
with his great ministers and officers : Of: good-will towards Abner, © 
| axsisting-atithe- funeral, and giving] When the assembly were upon the 
sufficient demonstration, by-wringing | poi of breaking up, David addres- 
. of hands, beating their breasts, a | Sed them in a manner which did ho- 
©. other expressions of sorrow, both of | nour to the memory of the deceased 
tte venetation they had for "Abner's general, representing to them first his 
memory, and their sense of so inesti- own particular unhappiness, in be- 
mahle a loss, and this conduct fully | ing deprived of so valuable a friend: 
convinced the people, that David 44 | and then how much the whole na- 
far from approving ba ee to tion suffered in the loss of so bra ve 
<0/Execradle/an afk 267 I and so wise a man; and, in short, 
le caused the body tb de ihternäd U person $0 necessary both for wat 
* Hebron, with great state and mag- and couns ec. | 
anficence,” and /compozed an epitaph | He then assured them bas Geck, 
mimself, to the honour! of the de- who judged rightly would not let this 
cee He wasch chief mourner, murder pass 3 this 
and a president to all the rest, hi | zolemn declaration bern my, wit- 
„ ahb Abner; in short, — | call Joab and Abishai to an account; 
die him to such a; degree, that His for they have a greater interest in the My 
dend could notprevail upon him to {| army perhaps than I. myself: but 
touch either meat or drink that Whole || this I dare pronounce; that sooner or 
later, divine justice will find cel 
Out. 90). wi ee eee ere 
i, the people, an PDE a3 8 upon The extraartioary fate of 851 un- 
*the friends of Abner to whom no- fortunate. Aber, FO affected 
„„ | gy " Labbocheth, 
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Ishbosheth, who. had. thereby. sus: 


tained the loss of a most intimate 


friend, able counsellor, expert gene- 
ral, in short, one who had been prin- 
ceipally accessary to his advance: 
ment to the throne, and continuance 


on it. He did not indeed long sur- 


vive him, for he was treacherously 


murdered soon afterwards by Baanah 
and Rechab, (a) the sons of Rim- 


* 


These two brothers were; Benja+ 


mites, of the first rank; who think: 
ing that if Ishbosheth were but taken 
out of the way, David would be clear 


of all competitors, concerted the 4 
matter betwixt them, how they 
might effect this purpose; making 

no manner of doubt, but honours 
and commands in abundance would 
be conferred upon them as rewards | 
for the performance of so good an 

f „ ER pony that he did it, to pre- 
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At a time, therefore, When he 


was alone in his bed- chamber, tak- 
ins his afternoon's repose, no guards 


at hand, and the very servant that | 
| doned 4 wretch fince, as to counte- 
nance the moſt profiigate of men and 


of actions, and to reckon myjelf under 


. 


commonly kept the door, wearied 
and fast asleep, they took their op- 


pPortunity to steal into the chamber, 
where they found him, cut off his 
head, and posted away with it all 
night toward Hebron, in order to 


avoid the public resentment of the 


£ » 
people, and to bring 
2 + rn 
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2 (a) Rechak and Baanab, These regicides are called, 


or THE HOLY. BIBLE, . 
much the fresher to him whom they 


enn 


tze children of Benjamin, and captains of bands; and 


_ © +45, therefore, as they were not only of Saul's tribe, but of- 4- | 

| "as well as by their names, was highly proper and neces- 

tary, to she) what vile ungrateful villians they were, and 
how justly they deserved the severe and exemplary pu- 


fers in his son's army, they had the greater obligation to 


be bonest and faithful to the family of Saul; for there is 


> vi 


reat” reason to imagine, that Saul, Who lived in the 


W 2 of Benjamin, conferred more favours on that 
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-petitor for the Pegs 

in their towering - 
hopes and expectations, the follow- 
ing noble and spirited declaration of 


—— 


"of a penſon 
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pretended. to oblige,” _ -* 


merit of having een his com- 
but that they 


were disappoint 


Mcted wretches that you are! pre- 
hare your ſelves immediately to receive 

the juſt reward of your. horrid wil _ 
lainy. Do not you know that { re- 


uited the murderer of Saul accord- 
ang to his demerit ; who, when he had 


taken away that facred liſe, had the 


confidence lo bring: me his golden 
croꝛon ſor an aſtentation of the. ſer- 
vice he. had done me in 21 ? Nay, 


When they came to their journeys 
end, they presented it to David, not 
a little valuing themselves upon the 


— 2 — —— 2 —8 — 


though it was at the inſtance too 7 ⁵ A 


vent the indignity of being taken alive 
by has enemies. Am not 1 the ſame 
man, do you. think, at this day, that 
I was then or am I turned fo aban- 


an obligation to you for dipping your 
hands ( 
would have 1tthought,) in the blood 


of your Lord The cutting of his _ 
throat in nis bed too; and the throat, 


Jo juſt, and Jo generous a 


2 


cribe, chan on any of the reit, and might therefore expect 


a greater fidelity and esteem from them than the others. No 


The distinguishing these men therefore by their” tribe, 
nishment which David inthted upon them. 


- 
* 


on my ddcount, as v 


" ang solemanty..” 
When David's orders were exe- 


8 
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patron and benefeftor to you, that all | 


.' the advantages you can pretend to in 


this world, are but what you fand 
| faith to your maſter, | 


: your breach of 


caſt upon me, for what greater wound 


could any man give me in my reputa- 
tion, than to expoſe me for a perſon 
that could take pleaſure in the tidings, 
or give countenance to the committing 


_ of jo barbarous and inhuman a mur- 


der? 


o 


prim anded them for the commission 


of so horrid a crime, in order to im- 
press the minds of others with a due 
sense of the same, and prevent it for 


the future, David commanded some 


of his guards, to on the guilty ' 

| | ie caused the 

ead of Ishbosheth to be laid in the 
with due form 


Pets, and afterwards 


monument of Abner, 


cuted, all the elders and chief offi- 


cers of state, approached him, in or- 
der to recognize his regal authority, 
and lay their lives and fortunes at 
his feet, assuring him of the zeal 
and devotion they ever had for him, 
even in the life of Saul, and when 
they had the honour to serve under 
his command; and farther observing || 
how the prophet Samuel, according 
to God's order and appointment, 

had declared him king, and that the 
government would descend to his 
Sons after him; foretelling that the 
great work of subduing the Philistines 

- was reserved for him alone, and con- 


sequently the settling of Israel in the K 
F „„ „ 


Hlaying thus remonstrated and re. 
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king by themselves. 
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possession of a lasting peace and 
FW 

David highly commended them for 
their good-will and disposition, en- 


"couraging them to go on as they had 


begun, with an assurance, that he 


for his part, would never give them 

cause to repent it. David accompa- 
nied this declaration with a splendid 
treat; and when he had entertained 


them with all humanity and free- 
dom, he sent them away with a sum 
mons to the whole body of the peo- 
ple to meet at his palace, 
Pursuant to this general summons, 
there assembled of the tribe of Ju- 
dah, six thousand and eight hundred 
men armed, with shield and lance. 
These had been hitherto of the party 


- 


of Saul, over and above those of the 
game tribe, who had made David 


1 


Of the tribe of Simeon, seven thou- 


sand, and one hundred, and upwards. 
Ol the tribe of Levi, four thou- 


sand seven hundred, with their lea- 
der JTehoida, and with these was the 


twenty eminent men of his relations. 


Ts Of the tribe of Benjamin, three | | 


thousand armed men; though this 


tribe was altogether of opinion, that 
some of Saul's family would succeed 


q 


to the government 


Of the tribe of Ephraim, twenty 


thousand and eight hundred, strong 
men, and of great courage. 


Of the tribe of Manasses, eighteen | 


thousanc. 


Of the tribe of Issachar, two hun- 6 


dred cunning men, who could fore- 


tell things to come, beside twenty - 


thousand in arms. 
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sand choice men, and well armed; 
this tribe came over to David in ge- 


neral. All these used the same ar- 


mour as the tribe of Gad. 


commanders, armed with shield and 
spear, with almost an innumerable 
multitude of their follower s. 


Ol the tribe of Dan, twenty-eight. 


thousand choice men. 
Of the tribe of Asher, forty thou- 


sand; and of the two tribes beyond 


Jordan, and the other half of the 


tribe of Manasses, that were armed 


Vith shield, spear, sword and hel- 
mit, an hundred and twenty thou- 


cessary provisions with them in 


abundance, and with one voice pro- 


claimed him their king. 
When they had spent three days 
there in fſeasting, David marched out 


at the head of this army to Jerusalem. 


The Jebusites, a people of the 


race of the Canaanites, were at that 
time, in possession of the city; and 


upon David's advance toward them, 


they shut their gates, and in a way. 


of defiance to David and his troops, 


brought out their (5) lame and their 


blind to the walls for the defence of 
the town. 8 „ 
David was so incensed at this con- 


3x 1 


() Lame and the Blind. Some have ignorantly as- 
serted, that the Gods of the Jebusites were lame and 
blind, and therefore they set them upon the walls, as a se- 
curity against David; but as this /interpretation'seems ra- 
ther too metaphorical, I have chose the construttion which 
Josephus puts upon this passage, Lib. vii, c. 2, viz, that 


- 


9 


This is the muster · roll of those who 
came up to David at Hebron, and 
brought corn, wine, and other ne- 
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CJ 
Ol the tribe of Zebulun, fifty thou- | 


army. | 
promise the Israelites joined in a fierce 


%: 


At length 


*. 
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temptuous mockery, that he resolved 


immediately to ay the city; rea- 
sonably judging, that if he made an 


example of the people of this place, 
| | it would strike a terror into all others 
Of Naphthali, a thousand eminent 


for the future. Accordingly he ad- 


vanced with the flower of his army, 
and, upon a general assault, entered 
the lower town; but the castle still 
made an obstinate resistance; David 


finding it to be a strong place, the 


attempt hazardous, and his honour 
at stake upon the carrying of it, be- 
thought himself of a means to inflame 


the courage of his men by some ex- 


| traordinary proposal of honour and 
reward; and by that incentive to 
| kindle an emulation among them. ; 
his royal 
word, that he who first mounted 
the wall, and made good his station, 


'To effect this, he passe 
should have the command of the 
Stimulated by the might 


attack, and a generous contention 
arose, who should merit that honour. 


and carried the. prize; so that he 
called upon the king from the top of 


the battlement, to fulfil his promise. 


Having expelled the enemy from 
the castle, and repaired the town, 
the king gave to Jerusalem the name 
of the city of David, and made it 


his place of residence during his 
reign. 3 SEO TD 
This memorable: transaction hap- 
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lame would be able: to defend it against him and all his 


forces: and this is a sense 50 extremely plain and. obvious 


that the renowned Bochart, wonders how any man. of 
learning, can require, or seek for any other, 5 


oab mounted the wall, 


they imagined their fortress 50 impregnable, that by way 5 
of contempt, they told David, that their very blind and 


pened 
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| | rusalem all along, till they were dri- 
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pened after he hag ruled seven years 
And six months over the tribe of u- . 
dah in Hebron. l _ Now there was among the Jebu- 
EE pon the establishment of his sites a very rich man, an orphan,. 
Court at Jerusalem, success attended | who had done many good offices for 
his affairs every day more and more; | the Israelites, and deserved singularly 
for God in his Providence designing | well from David himself. This 
it for a seat of glory, had a peculiar | man therefore upon the sacking of 
kindness for the place. Þ the town, was preserved by the king 
(e) Hiram king of Tyre, awed by | from the heat and fury of the sol- 
the great success of David, sent an | diers, after his settlement at Jeru- 
—embassy, upon a treaty of Iriend- sale mn. 
= ship and alliance, with presents like- David took several wives, besides 
wise of cedar-wood, builders, and | concubines, more than he had done 
| master-workmen toward the erect- before; by whom he had eleven 
ing of a palace for him at Jerusa- | children, Shammuah, Shobab, Na- 
a oo EEG, T1 Nan, Salomon, Bar, Eliſhua, Neß- 
David fortified the upper town, | eg, Daphia, Eliſuama, Eliada, Eli- , 
and laid that and the citadel both in yHalet, and a daughter named Tha- 
one, with a wall about them, and mar, who was the sister of Absalom. 
gave the command of it ws 4 He | Nine of thesons were lawfully begot- 
Was the first who changed the name |: ten, but the two last by concubines, 
of it, and it was after the casting out The. Philistines, ever avowed ene- 
of the Jebusnes; for in the days of mies to the Israelites, no sooner heard 
Abraham, it was called Solyma; and | that David was acknowledged as king 
Some will have it that Homer pointed | by the tribes in general, than they MF. 
at this city, when he speaks of the | mustered their forces, and encamp- 
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people of Solyma; for the word Hie- | ed in a place called the valley of the 
_ ron, or temple, in the Hebrew signi- | giants, not far from Jerusalem. 

ies, security, or a fortress. os this occasion, David, who 

Now the whole time of the war | would do nothing without counsel 


with the Philistines, from the Israelites | and direction from above, appointed 

_ - dividing their lands, under the com- | the High-Priest to inform himself 
mand of. Joshua, to the day here | in the way that God had prescribed, 

= _ spoken of, was reckoned to be five | what might be the event of this bat- 
E hundred and fifteen years; but five | tle. COS”. - 

- Barbarians kept the possession of Je- | Having received an encouraging 
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3 : "Rs (e 8 King of Tyre. The primitive name of | Abimelech among the Philistines, and Catia among the 
© Is tis prince was Abibalaus, but before he entered into a Romans: and his sending to David only under this name, 
league of amity with David, he changed it into Hiram, seems to be the true reason why no other name is mentio- 


n might be the standing name of him and his suc- ned in scripture. _ ä 
ES .cexors, as Pharoah, and afterwards' Ptolemy in Egypt, Po, VER ES: 8 | 
F „5 od FOE” | WE answer, 
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answer, he immediately advanced a- 


gainst the foe, and fell upon them in 


surprize, and charged them with 
such vehemence, that a total defeat 
soon ensued, with great slaughter on 
the side of the Philistines. 
This was a signal victory obtained 


vithout much opposition, but it must 


not therefore be inferred, that the 


army of the Philistines was inconside- 


* 


rable in point of numbers, or the 
valour of their men, Syria and 
Pheœnicia, and several other warlike 
nations, were all engaged in the con- 


| federacy. It had been otherwise, 


if after so many defeats, and the 
loss of so many thousands, they 
could never have brought an army 
into the field again; and we find, 
that immediately after this death, 
they invaded the Israelites with 
thrice the number they had before, 


and had the confidence to post 


themselyes in the very same place 
Ihe king, after his constant cus- 


tom; consulted the oracle as former“ 


ly, and received orders to lie still 
with bis army in a certain wood; 


called che grove of © mourning, "or | 


the (d) mulberry trees, not far from 
the enemy; and not to moye. from 
thence, or make any attempt upon 
any occasion whatsoever, till he 


found the branches of the trees in 


* 
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| other things, an 
pieces. 1 


cord, and without a breath of air 
stirring to cause that motion. 


5 


vine command; and as soon as the 
advanced, as to a certain and prede- 


gave way on the very first attack, but 
when they came to close fight, they 


and their swords in their reins. 
They were pursued with great 
slaughter to Gazar, a town situated 


or hazard, „„ their idols among 

d breaking them to 
This war being speedily and hap- 
pilyfinished, the king was cans: by 
the advice and assent of his great 


rites for the time to come. 
48 2 N Ae 2 Cant 6 1 & * i 
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Inance it conveyed of the divine interpbsition in his favour. 


le) Raiſe. The reason why! David: summoned 80 


many of his principal ministers and officers to attend him in 


bringing back the ark, is by some 2 to have been, 
I that the minds of the young people, who perhaps had heard 


Fa 


3 
5 * 


253 
an agitation, as of their own ac- 
David punttually obeyed the di- 
providential sign was given him, he 


termined victory. The Philistines 


ran with the Israelites at their backs, 


upon the borders of either party. 
They then pillaged the camp, Where 
they made themselves masters of a 

prodigious booty, with little trouble 


council, to draw together the whole 
force he could (e) raise out of all the 


Jerusalem, 


worship, and for the celebration f 
all sacrifices, ceremonies and religious: 


The | 


* 


— 
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4 


solemnity) the priests took it out of 
the house of Aminadab, and laying 


it upon a new waggon, with oxen to 


draw it, left the ark in charge with 


their children and relations. The 


king himself went foremost; and was 
followed by a multitude of people, 
glorifying God in sacred hymns 


and psalms. 


And thus was. the ark conducted 


towards Jerusalem, after the fashion 


5 of the cou ntry; dancing as ey went 
to the sound of harps, cymbal 
"other musical instruments. 


5 As they [ 


- 


certain. place called the 7 3g 
the 


floor of Chidon, or Nachon, t 
oxen staggering with the ark, 5 


» \ 


geance, for persuming to touch it, as 


This exemplary death of Uzzah, 
Pas a great affliction to David him- 
all the people; and they 


4 br. "hes 
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_ . -8tion.. The ark, as the Rabbis ay, was by his direftion 
placed in a cart, though it ought to have been carried by 
staves eee the Levites; he, without any 

J 8 
proof in 


death. 
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Ihe tribes being met according to 
appointment, and all things in rea- 

diness for the removal of the ark, 
David himself also assisting at the 


s, and 


were upon the way, at a] It 5 
mazingly Obed- edom was improved in 


Uzzah. It is needles, nay often impious in frail | 
mortals to. enquire why God punishes his creatures in a 
manner 50. singular as that inflitted on Uzzah, but when | 
God has given a positive order, no man is to callit in que- | ne, who. 
'{ three” instances was then violating his commands, to be a 
monument of his displeasure against a wilful ignorance, or. 
| | a rude contempt of his precepts ; that by such an example, 
gnation adventures to attend it, for there is no | | 
pr scripture that he was a Levite; and when he 
thought it in danger of falling, offici put forth his 
hand and ld helf of ie, hi was forbidden on pain of 
And when we consider further, that e pe N 
8 continued 0 long in obscurity, that the people had in a a: 
| Fes ee cams s 0 aſe paſt Anding out, 3 
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called the place Nerez-Uzzah, or the 
breach of Uzzah, which name it bore 
many hundred years David was so 
affected with the awful judgment in- 
perad venture be his case, if he should 
receive the ark into the city, (his fault 
being only the temerity of touching 
it) he suspended the carrying of it to 
Jerusalem, and turned off with it 
upon the way, into the house of a 
certain good man and a Levite, whose 
name was Obed-edom, and there it lay 
deposited for three whole months, in 
which time it was observed, that e- 
very thing prospered in the family, 
and that the master of it grew rich to 
% q. 
It was generally observed, how a- 


his fortune since he had the ark 


under his roof, and that of a very 
Vezah put forth his hand to keep it 
from overturning, and was immedi- 
aàtely struck dead by divine ven- 


poor man, he became on a sudden 
considerable for wealth, and in 80 
good a condition, that he was the 
wonder as well as the envy of his 
JJV %% ¼ ̃ͤ ͤͤ (Z 
Ihe rumour of Obed- edom's suc- 


p * 
* 


; cess reaching the king's ear, greatly 
| encouraged him, insomuch that fear- 
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' have les reazon to wonder, that God, being disposed to re- 
trieve the ancient honour of that sacred vessel, and to 
{ curb the beinous prophanations of it for-the future, houfd 


ingle out one, the most culpable of many; one, who in 


he might inspire both priests and ; 
| dread of his majesty, and # profound veneration' for his 
: miysteries. Happy were it for us, however, if we could 
account for the operations of God with the same facility, 
that we can for the actions of his Saints; but his coun/els 


aft great dep, and his judgments, though ahvays ju, 


people wich à sacred 
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purpose of trans porting it to Jerusa- 
Wi, which was 
The priests had the charge of car- 
rying it, and seven choirs of singing 
men, according to the king's appoint- 
ment, marching before it, David him- 
self bearing his part in the concert, 
with dancing and singing to his harp; 
this his wife Michal (the daughter of 
the late king Saul) utterly Felikedd, | 
as an action of too much levity, and 
below the dignity of David's charac- 
JJ!!! 1 Cog, TOP ru 
The ark being brought to the city, 
it was disposed of in the tabernacle, | 
which David had made on purpose 
for it. Upon the occasion of this 
festival, there were sacrifices and 


. 


peace offerings in abundance, and 


_ Sufficient for the whole multitude ; 
for there was not a man, woman, or 
child there, who had not a cake and 
a part of the flesh of the sacrifice 
given them; and when they had eaten 
plentifully, David returned to his 
ͤ .,. COPE 
Hle was met on the way by his 
wife Michal, who uttered many sin- 
cere wishes for his success; but still 
reproved him for dancing, as unlike 
2 king, and also for uncovering him- 
self in the eyes of his hand- maids and 
en ED OTE one 4 
David told her that he was not 
ashamed of doing any thing that he 
knew was acceptable to that God 
who advanced him to the throne of 
Israel, in preference to her father, 
and all other pretenders; and that he 
would sing and dance again and a. 


or THE HOLY BLE. 


either she or her hand- maids took it. 


less of dan er, he resumed his former Y 
Michal had no children by David; 


done after this man- | 


gain, without regarding at all, how 


but by her other husband to whom 
Saul had given her in marriage, 3 5 
taking ber away from David, she had 


five sons. > PTE 7 
David encouraged by the frequent 

success, with which God crowned 

all his undertakings, was so sensible 


of God's goodness towards him upon 
the daily success of whatever he took 
in hand, that he began to make” it 


matter of conscience to live in a pa- 


lace of cedar himself, that was 'as 


_ Stately as art and ornament could 
make it; and at the same time to 
lodge the ark in the tabernacle; so 


that he resolved to. ereft and dedi- 
cate a temple to God's honour and 


worship; and according to the pre- 


diction-of Moses, he communicated 
the design to the Prophet Nathan; 
who upon counsel and advice, en- 


conraged him to proceed upon the 
work; for he might be sure of God's. 
special favour and Providence along 


with him. These words served more 


and more to animate and confirm 


David in his purpose and design. 


In the night following, the work 
of the Lord came unto Nathan, say- 


ing, Go and tell David, that I ac- 


cept of hrs good. will in being the firſt 
propoſer of erecting a temple unto my 
ſervice; yet, as the neceſſity of h 
wars, hath made him a nan of blood, 
I cannot permit the doing of this work 
mm his days; but let him know, that 
after a long and a happy 25 he ſhall 
commit the care of the un 
his fon and fucceſſor Solomon; whom 


1 ſhall be as tender of as a father can 


be of has own child, and continue the 
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985 J bleſs Ay for all this; for. | 


thy continued Providences to myſelf; | 
and thy promiſes to my poſterity; and 
or thy multiplyed deliverances and 


vs 
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government an the ins of his family. 
for ever * , or in cafe of his commil⸗ 
tang iniquity, I will only puniſh the 
tranſgreſſton with bodily fichneſs or 


famine; not with a total he as 
In Saul. | 
The Prophet, without any. delay, | 
1 ac litted himself of his commission; 
it Was so welcome a message to 
. to be assured that the succes- 


sion was secured to his posterity, and 


the honour of his family 80 graci- 


ously provided for, that he betook 


Himself immediately to the ark of 
God, fell down upon his face, and 
| offered this prayer and thanksgiving. 


Lord, thy holy name be 3 for. | 
all the benefits and mercies ! thou 
Wo haſt taken thy ſervant from the 

cep-fold, and advanced him to this 


en to thine own people. 
David's late series of success, in- 


1 him again to meditate hosti- 
lities against the Philistines, to which 
he Was not a little encouraged by a 
prediction that he should overcome 
All his enemies, and leave his king- 


dom in peace to his successo r. 


AIs order to prosecute this war, he | 
ed a day and place for a ren- 
dez vous, summoned his troops to- 
; gether," and hen he was in a condi- 
tion to march, made an incursion in- 
f to: the Enemies de oyercaine, 
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1 ebenen, plainly relate to the. continuance. of David's 
family upon the throne of Israel ; ef in a more extensive 
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| them in a pitched battle, 4cok pos- 

session of a good part of their lands, 

and annexed them to tlie jurisdiction ; 

ol the Israelites. He made war with 
the Moabites, destroyed two-thirds of 
their army, took the, rest, and made 
them tributaries. 

After which he e Hada- 7 
gf thn the son of Rohab, king of 
Zobakh, whom he encountered not far 
from the Euphrates, and killed him 
twenty thousand foot, and five thou- 
sand horse: taking also a thousand 

chariots, of which he reserved only 
an hundred for Ws on use, and 
Harm. mo rest. | 
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DAVID'S SUCCESS AGAINST. THE SYRI- 
ANS, HE SHEWS PECULIAR TOKENS 
Or FAVOUR. TOWARDS MEPHIBO- 

| SHETH, THE SON OF JONATHAN, 

FOR HIS FATHER'S. SAKE, WAGES | 

WAR WITH, THE AMMONITES. FRCE - 
AB'S 'VICTORY OVER ' THEM. THE 

KING OF SYRIA'S TOTAL DEFEAT. 

CASE OF DAVID AND BETHSHEBA. 

TAMAR RAVISHED BY AMMON. AB- 

SALOM HER BROTHER TAKES AWAY 

Hs LIFE, IN, REVENGE FOR THE IN. 

0 W DONE TO. HS FAMILY. eh 


IHE, king of: FRI FILM 
cus, no sooner heard that Haid 
had proclaimed war against his 
friend and ally, the king of Zobah, 
than he dispatched a very considera- 
e Hos of e in Vorder! 10 er 
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light. 


Nicolaus mentions this same Adad, | 


Book IV. 
cour him, and remove, if possible, 
the seat of the war. 1 


to a battle with David near Euphra- 
tes, where he lost the greater part of 
his army, twenty thousand being 

cut off, che rest saved themselves by 


in the fourth book of his history as 
follows. A long time after, one 
Adad, a valiant man, and à native 


amaſous and Syria, Phenicia only 


. . 333 
II ere happened to be a war betwixt | 


the: ſame Adad and David, the king 
of the Tews; and ſeveral battles 
. Fought between them; but in the end, 
Adad was overcome at the Euphrates, 
behaving himſelf with the reſoluti- 
on of a brave prince, and a great 
captain. And the same author, 
treating further of his posterity, says, 
fat the goven ment was hanged 

down from father to ſon, to the tenth 
generation; the fucceſſor ſtill receiu- 

ng the Father's name with the em- 
hire, as the Plolemies among the 
. ER . 


Ie third, in order from this Adad, | 
and the greateſt man of the family. | 


out of a generous zeal to repair the 
Aonour that his Grandfather loft by 
this defeat, poured in an army upon 
the Jews,” and laid waſte Samaria. 
The .historian was not mistaken 
in this. part of his relation; for this 
is the Adad who invaded Samaria in 
the reign of Ahab king of Israel. 
With this victorious army David 


After several skirmishes, he came 
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 over-ran Damascus and the rest of | 


4 
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where he saw convenient; laid the 


| country under contribution, and so 


returned home again; carrying with 


him to Jerusalem the golden quivers, 


and other rich equipage that were 


taken from Adad's guards; and de- 


dicating the spoil and trophies to 
God, in acknowledgment of the vie- 
tory he had obtained through his fa- 
vour and protection. 3 


All these valuable spoils, and much 


Sy: | 
Ke 


of the place, had the command of | ſack, the king of Egypt, upon the 


more, were afterwards taken by 


sacking of Jerusalem, in his war 
with Rehoboam, David's grandson. L 

During David's extraordinary suc- 
cess through the blessing of the Al- 


wighty God upon his arms, he in- 
vaded Betah and Berothai, the two. 


; ; . 8 11 is 
most considerable cities in the whole 


dominions of Hadadezer; both Which 


he took by assault, with gold and 
silver, to an inestimable value; be- 
side a great quantity of a sort of 


brass, esteemed of a greater value 
than even gold itself. | 


This was the metal that Solomon 


afterwards made use of for his beau- 
tiful basons, and a huge vessel, cal- 


led the sea, upon the finishing and 


adorning the templlee. 
Toi, king of Hamath, alarmed and 


terrified at David's victory over the 


king of Syria; and thinking it most 
ering to secure the interest and 
avour of so powerful and success- 


ful a prince, dispatched his son J. 


ram to him, with a compliment of 
congratulation for the victory gained 
over their common enemy (for so was 
Hadadezer reputed) with instructions 
to solicit a league of amity and fair 
understanding betwixt them; not 


Syria; left garrisons behind him 
n . 3 U | forgetting 
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fo ttin several m "PRA re- 
W in Moot of gol 2 silver, He 1 
brass antique and curious, 3 the 

2 Yieas degree of excellency and per- 
fektion. David accepted both o the 
proposals and the presents, receiving 
and dismissing the ambassador, to 
the honour and satisfaction of both 
parties; but still dedicated to God, 


all the spoils of gold and silver, and 1 


precious things, that were taken from 
the enemy, as to the cause of the 
victory. Nor was David successful 
onby in his own personal adventures 
+2 a0 undertakin s, but God prosper- 
ed him in all his commissions also, 
executed by deputies and lieute- 
nants.: as in the case of | Ab: Mai, 
9405 brother, Who was sent out 
5 an army against the Idumeans ; 
and by God's assistance not only sub- 
dued, them, but after eighteen thou- 
sand 'of them” were killed upon the 
| spot, kept them in awe with 'garri- 
sons, as a check upon them; charged 
tlie land with a contribution, and 


8 
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Having made hs neger reg 
u domettic concerns, „ 
settled the officers of his state, Da- 
vid turned his attention upon his old 
and dear friend and associate eat 
than, and upon the solemn league 
of mutual amity that had e 15 - 
twixt them; for he had this virtue 
among many others, that he never 
forgot an obligation to a friend, but 
180 el upon a return for past bene- | 
fits as the most sacred of all debts. 

Upon this consideration, he made 
diligent enquiry, what sons, friends, 
or relations, Jonathan had left behind £ 
him, that he might find matter for 
his gratitude to work upon. In pur- 
Suance of this enquiry, there was 
brought to him one Ziba, formerly 
a Servant and a freeman of Saul' 8, 
as the most likely Peidon to give him 
information. | 

The king asked him if he knew ; 
of any of 1 s family yet living, 
and where to find them; for he lay 
under an obligation to Wa which 
he would glad dy. repay 


— ww „ „ 


* 


r 


taxed the peopl ple by the head. 
* David, during t the? 
regal administration attended most 
punetually to the striftest laws of 
equity, piously resolved to establish 
bis throne in truth and ri ghteous- 
ness. He made Jab, aid” son of 
Zeruiah, his general, and Zeho/a- | 


phat, the son of Ahilud, the keeper | 4 


of his records. 

He chose out of the House of Pha-. 
neus, Abiathar and Zadoct, Who 
were his friends, to be his Priest, 
and Seraiaſi of secretary. Benai the : 
son of Zehoiada commanded his body-. 


e course of his | 


Tiba made en . he had * 
son yet alive, whose name was Me- 
Phibosheth; who by a mischance 
happened to be lame of one leg; 
for that upon the news of that bloody 
battle, wherein his grand- father, nl 
' his father, were slain, the nurse took 
him-up in a fright to run away OR - 
him, and stumbling, let him fall out. 
of her arms, and hurt him. 
Upon farther examination the bg. 
had notice that he was brought up 
+ with one Machir, in the city of Lo- 71 


1 
4 


guards, and the king's [elder sons 
were still  incorporaedin into 25 body. 
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Mephibosheth being sent for; who, 
hen he e the royal pre. 


54755 and there he Was at resent. _ 
** sence, 5 


— 


. 
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sence, prosterated himself at the 
king's feet, and did him reverence, 


The king bade him be of good 
8 


cheer, and hope for better days; 
suring him of all the comfort Po 
could wish for from the favour of his 
| Ein ie 5 0 y he appointed 
im immediately to be put in posses- 
sion of his father's and grandfather's, | 
5 estate, gave Ziba charge to look at: |. 
ter it, and take care of the grounds, 
and from time to time to receive the 
rofits, and bring them to Jerusalem. 
Nen e after this he lived in 
the king's house, sat constantly at. 
the same table with him, and David. 
ave him Ziba, and fifteen sons that 
e had, with twenty others belonging 
to him, for his servants. 

Lib, 
sion, did bis duty, and went his 
way; promising to govern 5 If in, | 
all things according to his order and 
instructions. But 150 son of Jona- 
than continued still at 7 With 
Dayid, and was treated in all respects 
as a child of the family; 80 great a 


tenderness had David for any, thing 


that bad a relation to Jonathan, 


having received his.commis., | | 
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Thus it was with Mepbibosheth, to 


hom was born a son whose A 
Was Micha. 
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) One half 7 n Beards.) TH a country" Wherd' || 
4 looked' upon / as 80 great an ornament,! that 
3 would rather die than part wich it, the cutting it off 
was certainly one of the greatest indignities that human 
malice could invent; and 4 sbeaving one half of their 
beards, which must mak them look LN more ridiculous ;* 
and cutting their garments even to the middle, and, chores 

by expozing their nakedness,” was ah inzult of so heinous 
and public a nature, that it would ill have become à man of 


David's. martial spirit, and just sentiments of honour, ot, 


How, great a diagrace, || 


let it pass without punihment; 


the loss of the hair was accounted in ancient times, is evi- 
dent fromthe account of Damazcenus; Who says, that a- 


ene ee eee 


el N 


Y BIBLE. | 
About 1 time died Nahasb; the 


eas of the Ammonites, a Friend and 
ally of David's; and Hanun his son 


volution, sent embassadors to him to 
condole his loss, comfort him in his 
affliction, and assure him of the same 
friendship and respect to himself that 
had been formerly paid to his father. 
[1 The; chiefs of the Ammonites, es- 


David, as proceeding from a malici-, 
ous and hostile design, endeavoured: 


With calumnies against David; and, 
to put 1 in his head, that his 


E were not in truth embassa- 
dots but spies; who under pretext, 


to explore the strength and condition 


r ee 


do well to be cautious, and. 
(ORs be-times, . before. things: 


| ayer-ruled. by. thi 
nant as it Was both to truth and rea», 
son, sent the embassadors back again 
with all the indignities of scorn and, 


| vile usage ie gnAbiee, They cut off 
| (3) one half of their beards, one half, 
| of ha AL vests. and 806 


iven to him! in the oa of his ambaſſador. It is 
| 2 fo 
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| Koen him. David upon this re- 


| teeming, the ingenuous conduct of, 5 


by all, means, to irritate their King, 55 


of „ of state, were sent 
of the country z, and that therefore, | 
9 5 119 0 any heed! to fair Words, 


' were gone beyond recovery. Hanun, : 
counsel, repug- 


| nite; upon them: we — like purpose tell mY 
q that whenever a Soldier, among „ Was. 
| Seien of cowardice, 4 was obliged to > with one 
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in that dress, with the most re- 
Proachful behaviour not deigning 
them an answer. David was justly 
1 at the indignity offered to 
bis embassy, that he immediately de- 
clared his resolution publickly to 
right himself upon the Ammonites 
by an open war, and to call their 


king to an account for what he had 


breach of faith, together wit 
scandalous manner of it, was wholly 
unpardonable; that upon the first 
news of David's | 
vindicate himself by arms, they found 
themselves necessitated, in their own 
defence, to encounter force with 
force, and so prepared for a war. 
| t their embassadors to Sy- 
rus, the king of Mesopotamia, with a, 
thousand silver talents to bring him 
into the alliance; which he accepted 
of, and engaged also the king of Zo- 
ah. These two kings had betwixt 


They sent 


done. The principals and allies of 
the Ammonites were so conscious 
to themselves, that their perfidy and 
the 


determination to 


them about twenty thousand foot. 


sand men in arms. 
Notwithstandi 


junction with many 
E heart failed him not, he knew he 
had a gracious God to trust to; his 
cause was good, and the injury k 
uad received intolerable; wherefore 
be was resolved to cast himself upon 
God's Providence, and the justice of 
his arms, for satisfaction; so that com- 
1 3 
to Joab, 


— 


They likewise purchased the assist- 


ance of the king of Maacah, and Ish- 


bot, who had two and twenty-thou- 


= 


paration of the Ammonites in con- 


ry he 


the management of the war 


” 


« — 


potent allies, Da- 


he sent him away with the 


| 


© 


3 Joab c 


** 


himself valiant 


1 
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| hoicest of his troops against the ene- 
He marched towards, their capital 
city Rabatha, and encamped before 
it. The enemy marched forth out of 
the town, and divided into two bodies, 


1 


| the one consisting of auxiliaries, 


which they drew up in the open field; 
the other being composod only of 
Ammonites, ranged themselves before 
the gates that looked toward the 
„ Eo ns 

considering this disposition 
of the enemy's army, disposed of his 
troops likewise in the same order; 


and at the head of the best men he 


| had, he himself prepared to charge 
Syrus, and the confederate kings, 
is 


h | with one division, whilst he gave 
I | brother Abishai the command of the 


other, with orders to attack the Am- 
monites; having agreed upon it be- 
fore hand that in case Syrus should 
get the better of Joab, Abishai should 
come into his relief; and Joab to 
send Abishai if he should be pressed 
by the Ammonites. 
Joab hereupon dismissed his bro- 
ther, encouraging him to behave 
i , and to make good 
the reputation both of the cause and 


of the action. Joab made the onset 
upon Syrus, who stood very ny 
at first; but numbers of his Men fall- 
ing, the rest fled; and the Ammo- 
nites upon the very sight of their dis- 

order, betook themselves likewise to 
flight, after the example of their 

"fellows, without staying for the com- 
ing up of Abishai, and retreated as 
fast as they could into the town; 


2 


so that Joab, after à dreadful ha- 


vock of the enemy, returned to 
ff 


— 


— 
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Jerusalem with his victorious ar- 
7 "Though the Ammonites received so 
great a shock from the army of Is- 
rael, which had so frequently shewn 
the vast superiority over them, they 
still maintained their enmity, and 
determined upon being revenged. Ac- 
cordingly they sent to Hadadezer, 
king of the Syrians, beyond Eu- 
Phrates, and agreed with him for an 
auxiliary army upon certain terms. 
Shobach was his lientenant- general, 
over an army of eighty thousand 
foot, and ten thousand horse. 
David receiving intelligence of the 
mighty strength of the Ammonites, 
judged it improper to make war any 


longer by his deputies, so that he 


himself passed the river Jordan with 
the whole army, and joined battle 
with the enemy, killed them forty 


thousand foot, and seven thousand 


horse, and came off a conqueror; 
Shobach, the general of Hadadezer, 
received a wound in this battle, of 
which proved mortal... 


—_ ante of Mesopotamia, upon | 


this unfortunate overthrow, sent am- 
- bassadors with presents and addresses 


to David, and delivered themselves 


up; and the action being over, and 
the winter drawing on, he returned 
again safely to jerusa lem. 
The king of Israel (by the 

blessing of God,) on the conquest 
and subjection of all his enemies, the 


beginning of the following spring, 


duispatched Joab his general, with a 
full commission to prosecute the war 
against the Ammonites, + 4 


4 


* This commission he executed with 


” 
4 


not only laid waste their 7 9 


but having driven them into Rabba, | 


their metropolis for safety, he laid 


close siege to the place, with a very. 
powerful army. FT 


David was undoubtedly a just and 


pious man, and a strict observer of 
the laws of his country; but yet, 


as the best of men are liable to tem- 
tations, and the influence of their 
passions, at this time he had the mis- 


fortune to fall into a grievous sin; 
the occasion of which was as fol- 


unn: | 


As he was walking for his diver- 
sion one day, toward the cool of the 


evening, upon his terras, he hap- 


— 


great success and punctuality; for he 


5 1 | | 
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ned to 
erself in her own house, who was a 


ee of most exquisite shape and 
beauty, by name Bath/heba. © 


He oli in d e mwah 
ately, and under the influence of a 


passionate appetite, had her brought 


to his bed. 


Soon after this, she nn herself | 


with child, and desired the king to 
consider of some method for the con- 


cealment of it; as otherwise she must 


suffer death by the laws of the coun- 
ay „ 


armour-bearer to Joab, was sent far 
by the king, who enquired of him 
concerning the state of the army, and 
the success of the siege. Having in- 
formed the king, that there was every 
reasonable prospect, he entertained 
him, and then 05 


night in the palace, and among his 
guards, he asked him, How it came 


escry a woman bathing 


© Uriah, Bathſheba's husband and 


smissing him, bade 
him go home to his wife, but finding 
afterwards that he passed away that 


on 
to pas that having been ſo long awa 

1 . wife, Js af not Takes 
chojen to go home; than ſbend his 
tame eljewhere, jo contrary to the 
_ pratitce. M all other men under his 
JJ 
Sir, replied he, I did not think it 
Fair and honourable to indulge myſelf 
in the arms of my wife, at the fame 
lime when my general and fellow- 
foldrters lie in an enemy's country up- 
on the-ground: The king then told 
him, He ſhould now ſtay there one 
night more, and the next day: he 
would ſend him back again to the 
When the king went to supper, 
he caused Uriah to sup with him, 
and made him drink so freely, that 
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| 


although he became thereby almost 


drunk, oh he never thought of 50. 


ing to his wife all this while, but 


as he had done the former. 


This hi hly incensed David 5 in- | 


somuch, that he wrote to: Joab; that 
he was much dissatisfied with Uriah, 
and would have him punished accord- 


ing to his desert; and then proposed 


to him a method to bring it about, 


without giving any suspicion that it 
Was done by his order; the con- 


-trivance was this. David appointed 


Joab to command him upon the first 
dangerous attack, where his compa- 
nions might desert him and leave him 


cd certain destruction from the ene- 
This letter he gave to Uriah, un- 
der bis own hand and seal, to be 
delivered to Joab; who, upon the 

receipt, followed the king's direc- 
tion, and put Uriah, upon a despe- 


2 


rate attack, where he knew the ene- 


mies to be strongest, with several 
brave men to back him, for the 


countenance of the design; Joab 
or possibility of entrance into the 
great reputation he had already ac- 


quired by his military conduct, and 


ding te his fame, and enhancing his 
esteem with his king and master. 


assurance, undertook the post, while 


orders to withdraw, and leave him as 
soon as they found themselves in any 


upon the wall, put the Ammonites in- 


| | | to a dreadful apprehension that they 
_ - gpent: that night again in the court, 


would force the' town ; whereupon. 
they threw open their gates, and 
made a desperate salley. This served 


| as a kind of signal to Unah's com- 
panions, who according to . | 
| order, basely adandoned their leader 
at the instant of iminent danger, 


and left that valiant man to fall a 
victim to confederate fraud and in- 


C e 
He did all the execution that was 


possible to be done by a single man 
against numbers; and after several 


wounds received, fell like a man of 
honour, with his face to the enemy. 
Some few of his friends, who also 
were ashamed to fly, not being made 
privy to the plot, fell with him at the 
Same time. e e 
David's design being thus executed, 


Joab sent him an express, giving an 
1 ws account 


% 


promising to second him with the 
| whole army, upon the least breach 


town. To enforce the iniquitous _ 
purpose, Joab reminded him of the 


urged the present opportunity of ad- 


Uriah, with great cheerfulness and 


Joab gave his companions private 


danger. The Israelites pressing hard 


* 


— 


account that to make short work of a 


siege, that was otherwise likely to be 


tedious, he had given an assault to 
the town, lost men in the attempt, 
and wWas at last beaten off, and forced 
back again to the camp. Now, said 
Joab to the messenger, / you find the 


king diſpleaſed at the news you carry 


him; tell him if, tat Uriah fell 


n the attack. | 


David upon the hearing of this 


story, was greatly incensed, and thus | 


bespoke the messenger, What /» for 


of florming ſtone walls Why did they 


not rather make uſe of mines or en- 


Si kay One would think they might 


have taken the example of Ahumelech, 
the ſon of Gideon, for a warning, that 
was flain at Thebes, bya prece of mill. 


one thrown down upon his head, by 
an old woman from the battlements. | 
acceptable and well-pleasing to God, 
that he was highly offended at it, and 
gave the prophet Nathan to under- 
stand his displeasure in a dream; 
blaming David exceedingly for what 


Ne man was otherwiſe very bruue; 


but „is temerity brought him to a 
| ſhameful end; for in all theſe caſes, 


caution is as neceſ/ary as courage, and 


the ſafeſt counſels are the beſt. \ 


- 


All people in the buſineſs of war, 
a . Gel to conſult 445 and 
erßerience, what has generally ſuc- 
ceeded well, and what otherwiſe, and 

to conſider upon. what point the ſtreſs 
lies, either of the one, or of the other, 


and thus att accordingly, 
While the king was thus express- 


ing his resentment and displeasure 
at the ill management of che action, 
the messenger took an occasion pri- 
vately to tell him of the death of 


Well, faid David, theſe are common 


_ acctdents; the chance of war is va- 
rious, and ſoldiers muſt content tem 


OP THE HIM. 
ſelves to take the beſt and worſt by 


| 


men with their naked bodies to think | 
senger went presently away to Joab, 
and upon the news of Uriah's death, 


* 


him thus: 
0 
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Do you tell Joab what I jay ; but 
tell hum moreover, that for the future 


1 would rather have ham do the bufe-- 


neſs by" caſting h works, OY by ma- 


chines, than by open force. 


But let him know upon the whole, 
that I would have the city raiſed and 
levelled with the ground, and the in- 


habitants all put to the ſword, with- 


out ſharing jo much as one individual 
% 8 : 
With these instructions the mes- 


Bathsheba mourned several days for 


ber husband, but as soon as her days 


of mourning were over, David took 


her to wife, and had by her a male 
child soon after. „„ TR 


This match was so far from being 


he fad geen e. 8 
Nathan being a man of great dis- 


cernment, and 23 how little 


regard princes commonly have in the 


career of their passions to the rules 


of justice, chose rather to eommuni- 


cate his message to David in mild 


terms, by way of allusion, than ab- 


ruptly accost him by a direct denun- 


ciation of the displeasure and threat- 


There were two men, who. lived in 


"97S fame city; the one had abundance 
of flocks and herds of all forts, such 


as, oxen, ſheep, and The ike; and was. 


- 


=: A COMPLETE HISTORY | 


in Ane, a very with man, the other | 


was maſter of - no more than (li) one 

_ "ewe-lamb; "which he brought up, and 

= - fed with his own. children, and loved 
= ot ag hi daughter. 

=_ The rich man hed afianrer, ann: 

25 hits ouſe, whom: he was bound in 

5 and in honour to enter- 


2 =. his own tore, hie ent and forced 
away the poor mans only lamb. Yr 
BR. e. . 3 
HA villain, says the king, 7 7 og ina. 

2 « paſſion, to do: a thing jo baſe and 

__ ©:0 unjuſt !: I would haue him make 

_ Gold aligfaction. and "nts Wor! 
it beiden 

Muy then replied Nathan imme 

Lee, thou (k) art the man, who 

2 erves ſuch puniſhment, and out of 


— upon thyfelf. * z 
$1 The prophet; then gave him an ac-. 
— a8 count of. e vfion, _ of God's hagh 

Worn "Pete ws W ee 


05 One Raglan? The poignancy > the: . | 
"op now to appear, the rich man, we are told, had em-. 


ol the other, was comprized i in one little ewe-lamb. A 


cence, and a ewe-lamb is an additional circumstance, de- 


8 signedly threwit in io awaken the king's tenderness and 


* 


7 condition of a female, 


manity and compassion of his nature; and was extremely 
Just against one Who seemed to have no pity. or regard to 
te little property of another, whose ewe · amb so beloved 
by him, must be sacrificed to the power and rapacious will 
Hf this nich and over-bearing man; but at che zame time, 
it proves che frailty of human nature, 80: discerning of faults 
8 dommitted by another, and 80 blind and forgetful of our 
„ on: though he had violently seized Uriah's beloved wife 
oc his bosom, his eweJdamby"wwas forgot. 
e 1 are we (says our blexed Saviour) 
Pl e N HOP rank es er bios 0 our 
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: * 


tain; but rather than treat him out 


„e many flocks and herds, but the whole substance 


y own mouth haſt ene Jud. 1 


-simile this, which is most beautifully discriptive, and truly | 
a |<, portical; J. a lamb. is generally used as the emblem of inno- 


2 7 pPity, a consideration of the weak and defenceless a 
I "I : li) Ina Paſſion.” This anger of David FORE the d 


— 


+ 
1 


| 


þ 


i 


his crime, which, instead of this softness of 


him of his e to:that 5 0 
dence that had conſtituted him king 


| of 1fracl, and given him the 2 


mand of all the neigbouring nations 
| thereabouts ; delivered him ſeveral 


| times out of. Saul's hands Sc. Re- 


esenting to him the iniquity of. his 
conduct; that he who had ſo man 
lawful wives allowed ham, ſhould take 
away, and marry another mans 


-wife, in deſiance q, God and man, 
and betray her huſband to the enemy, 


and to death. The prophet then pre- 
dicting to him, that he ſtould live to 
fee. his women raviſhed by one of his 


oron ſons, and that ſon enter into a 


defign upon the life of his father ; and 


an @ word, that for: this ſecret fin of 
nis, he ſhould be brought to Aer. ſhame 
and puniſhment; concluding with 
this preſage, that the ſon of his un- 


lawful love ſhould be very ſhort-lived. 
This denunciation of the prophet, 
struck David with terror and confu- 


sion ap drew from him a penitential 


n OY & * 


—ͤ—— 


own follies and vices... 3 
) Thou art the Man. 228 text of scripture she ws 
the wisdom and modesty, as well as courage of the prophet ; 


. and is a most useful lesson to ministers, set apart to rebuke 


vice, by whoever committed, and whether in or out of sea- 


son; here was honour and respect paid to the dignity and 
royal charatter of David; he introduces his divine message 
and remonstrance by the foregoing striking parable, 


He did not immediately and e tax him with 
is, might have 
raised his passion, enſlamed and roused the natural man, and 


especially the prince into warmth, instead of conviktion; 


but when he had brought bis mind. inte a right frame, and 
made fit 10 receive the reproof properly, an and as it was de- 


signed, he plainly and without flattery, from this parable, 


laid his crime before him, which answered the end, and 
brought him to repentance. | 
Though we are not rudely to go into kings Courts, and 
pretend to foretell future events, yet reproofs, like every 
«thing-else-in the ministry and house of God, are to be 
done decently and i in af fo with N of: wixdom, and 
gud to Th, Ds and POR. 0 pe 
; 3 


— 


Boox IV. 


confession with tears, that he had 


sinned against God, we 


David being a righteous man, and ; 
tense and severe abstinence, if he 


(this one thing excepted) one who 
before had never been guilty of the 
commission of any unjust action, 
God was pleased to accept of his true 
repentance, took him into his favour 
again, and promised to secure him in 
the enjoyment, both of his kingdom, 
and of his life. 2 8 
The prophet having thus executed 
the divine command, returned to his 
on habitation; but soon after his 
departure, the Lord struck the child, 
that Uriah's wife bare unto David, 


with a grievous sickness, which was 


so sensible an affliction to the father, 
that he took his chamber upon it, and 
for seven days together, prostrated 
himself upon the ground, in sackcloth 
and mourning; nor could he be per- 
guaded by his servants, to receive any 
sustenance; beseeching Almighty 
God to spare the child, having the 
greatest tenderness imaginable for the 
mother. But his prayers proved in- 
effectual; for upon the seventh day 
the child died. (aa 3 
None of the family durst speak 
word of it to the king; for he they 
thought, that was so given up to sor- 
rows, as to deny himself the most ne- 


Pg EIT * 


(a) The Child Died. It has been asked, why the 
death of this child should be deprecated by David in the 


most solemn manner, and as the greatest punishment, when, - 


had it lived, it would have been a lasting monument of the 


guilt and infamy of its parents? But the best way to ac- 
count for this, is to ascribe it to David's excessive fondness | 


for Bathsheba, which so strongly attached him to every off. 

Spring of her's, and made him forget every thing in this 
11d, but that motive of endearment. l 
Besides, it must be allowed, that there is something in 


human nature, which prompts us to rate things after a very | 


unaccountable manner, by estimating them, not according 


or THE HOLY 


| 


* 


. E 
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would afflit himself with a more in- 


should know it to be dead. 
David observed such a disorder in 
the countenances of his family, that 


he took it for certain there was some 


thing extraordinary in the case, that 
they durst not acquaint him with, 
which he concluded could be nothing 
else but the death of the child: and, 
upon examining one of his servants 


about it, he found it so to be. The 


child being dead, and all mourning 
and prayer therefore unnecessary, 
David arose, washed himself, changed 
his cloaths, aud went directly to the 
tabernacle to worship; commanding 
his servants, after this, to set his sup- 
per upon the table. ee 

His kindred and domestics were 


. 


all in admiration and astonishment 
at a change so unexpected; for while 


the child was but dangerously ill, 


there was nothing but passion and 


extravagance; and now it was dead, 


the father came to himself again. 


This was their opinion of the case; 


but they had yet a curiosity to know 


what might be the true reason of it; 


wherein David was very free with 
them upon a decent intimation of 


111 


to their real worth, but according to the trouble and ex- 


nce, or even distress they cost us. | 

Nor should it be forgot, that David's excessive mourn 
proceeded not o much from the fear of losing the chil 
as from a deep sense of his sin, and of the divine displea- 
zure manifested in the child's sickness ; and probably also, 
from a just apprehensien of the great | that would 
be thrown upon the infant by his sin, and which he 
thought himself bound in jugtice, as far as he was able, to 
repair by incessant pr d tercestion, accompanied 
with tokens of the N and unaffefted zorrow and 


b 


* 
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cessary comforts and refreshments of 
life, when the child was only sick, 
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a mon (3)... 


- they were 
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formed. 


Haile the child Was living, 1 he; | 
== not quite out o/ hope of recovery, ' 
Jomitted no opportunity. of applica- 


tion to God for its life ; but when 1 


Jan it was dead, it would have been a 
to torment myſelf any | 


laſũ thing 
foe "ing no manner of purpoſe. 


The ETD of this resolution 
Was highly 


3, had. Reba him. 
Bathsheba, after this, 3 in her due- | 
time, according to the curse of | 


nature, brought David a son; who, 


5 by the direction of the Prophet Na- 


than, gave him the name of Solo- 


David's ee 8 had by | 


this time so distressed the eee | 
by cutting them off from all manner 
of provisions, that they were almost 


reduced to the last extremi mor hun- 
ger and thirst; for they had only 


one little spring left them, which 
obigen to draw by short 


allowances, for fear of eee, 
or loosing that too. 
Joab therefore sent David a parti- 


2 Gul account of the state of the 


Siege, desiring the honour of his pre- 
2 there, to put the last hand him- 


self to the destruction of the city, 
as an action worthy. to be found up- 
on record in the history of his other 


heroical exploits. 


d was 80 50 fully catishied with | 


6 


rom 5 which signifies peace, intimating that 

bis reign should be peaceable; 
the, prop het Nathan gave H - 
is, the | I? of God. 
The xcripture honey DE! 5 cal * 


F but by God's appointment 


commended- BY all that i 
| infinite variety of other rich _ 


that was found in the city. 


name of * that 
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the wisdom; faith as not; of his 
general, that he put himself pre- 
sently at the head of his army, and 
marching to the assault of Rabbah; 

took it by storm, and gave the pil- 
lage of it to the soldiers, taking only 
for himself a golden crown of the 
king's, of a talent weight, and a 
rich sardonyx upon ĩt, which he wore 


constantly upon his head afterward 


for an ornament: not to mention an 


The inhabitants which remained i in 
the city vere subjected to the most 


acute as well as abje&t punishment, 
as were all the other places belong- 


ing to the Ammonites, where the so- 
vereignty of the king of Israel was 
not acknowledged. 

But the glories of this e 
were soon sullied by a melancholy 
 circumstance that fell out in eee 8 
family. 5 
The king had a e as yet a 
virgin, and highly celebrated for — 
endowments of her mind, as well as 
the beauty of her person. Her name 
was Tamar, and she and Adhalom had 
one mother. 

Amnon, the eidlest son of B David, 
fell desperately in love with her; 
and noting, that betwixt her own. 
modesty, and the watch she had up- 
on her, there was no hope of suc- 
ceeding, he pined away into a kind 
of WESUEVDS WN OM 


name, Howl by that of . for 5 reason, idee 
is quite uncertain, unless we may hazard a conjeQure, that 
the people, being long harassed in war during his father's 
reign, might pert = pleased with this name rather than 


the . to intimate 8 wi «ne: e a f 
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2 
and a person of good sense and judg- 
ment, taking notice of this change 


in Amnon, and that he grew every 


day worse and worse, went to him, 


and asked him, What he ailed ? and 


in short, if he was not in love? for 


he had a suspicion of it. 
Amnon, without any difficulty, 


owned himself to have a violent pas- 


sion for his own sister. Upon this, 
the other immediately suggested to 


bim a method how he _—_ ee n 


hend 55 
Jonadab' > fatal advice was, for Am- 
non to pretend sickness, and the first 


time his father came to visit him, 


he requested, that he would send his 


sister to him; this was granted, and 


Amnon desired to have some cakes 
of his sister's making, for he could 


not eat any thing else. Therefore she 


took the flour, kneaded it, raised 
and baked it, all in her brother's 
sight ; and in conclusion, offered 
him some to eat, which he would 
not so much as taste, but called out 


to his servants immediately to with- | 


draw, and let nobody come in to 
trouble him, for he wood I him- 
self to rest. 


As soon as the room was cleared 


ol the attendants, he desired his gis- | bauched me, am Ito be expoſed too s? 


ter to carry what she had prepared | 
for him, 1nto an inner chamber there, | 
which dhe did, and her brother tak - 


in Mi e of that privacy, laid 


d of her; and by the utmost im- 
portunity ofa violent passion, pressed 


and courted her to the gratifying of 
his brutal appetite... | 


The innocent virgin, ee 


| al the while to him, For Shame, oor | 


4 * 
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* 
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Tonadab, His friend and kinsman; 


„ God, and keep 


or THE: HOLY. a.  » 


Shame! not to offer 80 impious, and 
so Scandalous an action, as it would 
be to sacrifice himself, and his whole 


family, to the rage of an unnatural 5 


desire. 

Let me go, says the. "fir the love 
your exorbitant 
| def eres within the compaſs of \law, 
honeſty and religion; or uf you can- 


| not maſter. them, try if you can get 


' your father's good-witl, and never 


| think of | extorling a Fn from 


me by violence. 
But there was no reasoning, she 


| found, with an 1mpetuous, raging 


passion. Tamar indeed hoped, for 
the present, to amuse him with some 


distant promise of compliance. But 


all her endeavours were vain; for 


i strength, enforced by a raging pas- 
sion, overcame every obstacle, and 

her virtue fell a victim to her bro- . 
ther's inordinate lust. = 


No sooner had he committed- this 


| | villainy, and quenched his criminal 


flame, than his extravagant love was 
| dggenerated into the contrary ex- 
. treme, of implacable hatred; inso- 
much that he urged her with re- 
8 and ill language, to depart 
is chamber, and be gon. 
' What, Said She, now you have de- 


and ſent away by day-light with all 


| this confuſion and horror upon me, to 


tell the world how barbarouſly you 
have uſed me? Nay, this treatment 
in cold blood is yet. worſe, i worſe 
can be, even than the accurſed att 
2tJelf, under the umpotency off an un- 


governable val fo alleviate the 


 CTTME. 


0 al remonatranee availed bot, | 
8 for: 


for n Pr TT on her de- 
parture, commanded his servants to 
turn her out of the house. 
Thus compelled, she went into the 
street, with (c) ashes on her head, and 
her vest (such as was then in fashion 
for persons of her quality) disordered 
and torn, and proceeded through the 
eity; crying out, and complaining 


how che had been abused and ra- 


vished. 

Her 3 Abialona had the "= 
tune to meet her in this distraction 
and dress; and asking her what was 
the matter? she told him the whole 
- story 
tal indignity that he offered her. 

1 ue e informed her, in order to 
acify her, that the dishonour Was 
* not so great, considering it 
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j when 


of her brother's, and the bru- | 
ecuted most unctually their masters 


| mar, Absalom having abated 2 
sheep-sheering at Baal-Hazor, a ci- 
ty in the tribe of Ephraim, invited 
his father and his brothers to the 
meeting. His father excused him- 
| elf, „ as a plea, the inconve- 
| nience and expence that attended his 
| removal from place to place; 80 
that Absalom desired leave only for 
his brothers, which being obtained, 
he gave his domestics this order, 
| that upon giving them the sign, 
mnon should be in his cups, 
] 3 should fall - pal him and kill 
im. | 
Absalom enn accordingly ex- 


command; for as soon as they ob- 
served Amnon waxed merry, and 
therefore not on his guard, they fell 


Þ * 2 was the act of her own brother, 8 wy and Slew * on n the pot. | 
=>”, which for the present subsided her | W | . 
c.̃. Ilamour. After which, she lived for Fe jg Crocs My a! LEE: 
= | dome time single in the house of Her | | „) gg Oo SHE $i © 5 
_— brother Absalom. , - Fo 8014 ts 
2 een the news was . to VVĩ!ßß 
7 David, he was 'intinitely . 
| 1 . at it; but Amnon being his ell. 
=. dest, and his beloved son, he was J yn 0 Ine, 
—_ loath to put him to extremities. yo CHAP 
7 salom, however, bore nw! a mortal . ens 22 
21 grudge, and waited: on 0 15 fair op- | I £55 08 th an, | 
portunity for revenge (ad) EH = ᷣ ᷣ ̃⁵ Ne; 
I 8 y—_ pes after. hog "pe of Ta. C V 
3 8 el. Fes 5 6 . . 3 1 | ES Ds 
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3 7 5 : 7 | —_— yan of Tyre 1.115 "hall by” „ | | Wut wordid dust defiles his xilver bas, 132 
—_  - X* upon. their heads, and wallow themſelves in "the | And to the skies, his helpless hands he rears. 
2 5 ar the rte of Achille, 8 2 Seach . i — 1 1 —— wore Ss 
- . as we have it in Homer - I ed; Anuwnon-lulied:inzelf into u belief,” chat his * b 
Then sordid dust upon his head he "WP; TSS ii trouble him; whereas he was all the time can. 5 
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ABSALOM FLIES AFTER THE MURDER 
1 2 , * : L A * 


of His BROTHER. JOAB'S IN VENTI. 
ON TO RESTORE HIM TO HIS FA. 


 - VOUR.. ABSALOM OBTAINS. LEAVE | 


10 GO. TO HEBRON ON A PERFIDL- | 
OUS DESIGN. DAVID gifs HIS RE- 


. tabs © Zh * 


FRIVE HIM OF HIS , CROWN. AND 


_ © + DIGNITY, ABSALOM PARTICULAR. 
LY SEEKS TO OBTAIN BY FRAUD + 


HIS FATHER'S KINGDOM ; 18 ASSIST- - 


E | IN: HIS IMPIOUS: PROCEEDINGS | 


BV SEVERAL FALSE COUTIERS. DA. 


VID RECEIVES NEWS OF HIS. SON'S | 


HOLY BIBLE. 


- SIDENCE AT JERUSALEM. | DIVERS | 
© STRATAGEMS CONCERTED- TO DE. 


doned himself, to an inconsolate des- 


8 : 5 and without any further 


enquiry, or waiting for a confirma- 


. | tion of the report, though a wick - 


edness almost incredible, he gave 
himself up to an ee e, 


| guish of thought; tearing his g 


ments, and casting himself prostrate 
on the ground, lamenting not only 


| the murdered, but the murderer him-— 


7. B27 


self. Pay 2 13 | 23 „ 4 
But Jonadab, the son of Shimei, 
David's brother, desired him to ru- 


perance and moderation, assuring 
him that he could not believe the re- 


 DISOBEDIENCE © AND REBELLION. 
ENGAGETH WITH HIM. TOTALL N 


DEFEATS HIM. HE FLIES, AND BE. 
ING FOUND HANGING BY THE HAIR 
'- TO A BOUGH, 1S SLAIN BY JOAB. 


all the brothers, that they rode 
Precipitately to acquaint their father, 
assured that he had Iikewise a design 
OTC 7iV“h 8 
In the interim, comes a fore-run- 
ner to David, with news, that Ab- 
salom had put all his brothers to 
death. It was so terrible a surprize 
to David, to hear of the loss of so 


many of his sons, and by the hand 


ol their own brother, that he aban- | 


Je ARE) 
11 Fey + 


* 9 


le) Cgſtiur. In the cast of wilful murder, the Mo- 
Vic law, runs thus: | 
Slay the murderer ; when he merten m ie fal! 
ay ham, Numb. xXXV. 21. From whence it fol- 
lows, chat it was not in an man's power to proteft the 
wilfu] murderer, because 


- 


* 
G 


e avenger of blood, that is, 


S * 


HE fate of Amnon so terrified 


That the avenger of blood al! 


3 he was 


The greeting of the father and his 


sight of them living, whom he took 
to be dead: the sons x regs 
loss of their brother, and the father 
deploring the barbarous murder of a 
son. 80 there was sufficient cause 
for grief and lament ation. 
Absalom, in the mean time re- 
tired to Gęſtur, (e) where he conti- 


*. 4 


„ 


1 — 


impunity kill him, Wherever he met him. As Absalom 
therefore was obnoxious to this law, his life was every mo- 
ment in danger; and as there were no cities of refuge in 
his own country, that would, in this case yield him any 
fotcel io flee out of 


the nearest relations of che perton murdeted, might wih 
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minate upon the matter, with tem- 
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we, they 
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s was not without tears on both 
sides; the father surprized at the 


the 


the kingdom to 
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_ mother's father, a person of eminence | | As own fon Abjalom';' for in begin- 


- 9 
* * 
* 
3 
i% * 


ty lad an unhappy quarrel, which 
gew to fuch aningfity, that they 
'. Fought upon it, and one of them as 


uy . 


in that country... - ning with a compaſſion to him, it 


| By David had by this time 28 | would be effettuaily the'ratifying of 
Fe desire to recall Absalom, not to pu- er own. fon's caſe, in his own family. Th 


pish him, but to have him home a- Adding, it would be very hard, that 


Zain; for the severity of his displea- || for a father to loſe one fon by miſad- 


sure was now well nigh over; and venture, and to kill another himſelf. 


these charitable inclinations were dex- The king presently surmized that 
.trously enough managed to Absa- this was a contrivance of Joab's; and 
loms advantage, by the friendship of upon discoursing. with the woman, 


Joab, who enjoyed the king's confi- | found his conjecture to be true. Up- 
"dence. in order to this end, he dealt on this discovery, David called for 


with an ancient woman, who was to Joab, and told him that he had gai- 
put herself in mourning, as a person ned his point, and was now at liberty 
in great distress, and as an humble to bring Absalom back again, when 
supplicant, to present the king with he thought fit; for his anger had sub- 
her case, in words to the following sided, and he had freely forgiven 


Fat two of her ſons in the coun- | Joab was very glad to hear it, did 
| reverence to the king, hastened away 
to Geshur, and brought Absalom 
back with him to Jerusalem. The 
king being told of his coming, sent 
him word, that matters were not as 


r 


Some of his friends who was lain, 


demanded Jufirce upon him that ad yet in so good a disposition as that it 


Hope and ſtay of her.old as 


nothing elſe could 5 them, than 
he mnterpoſition of. the Ri 


Sie had no proſpect of relief, but | 
an fas majefty's \clemency ; for her | 


IS... 
2 * * 4 


Filled im. So ſhe was to beg of Me would be proper for him to appear in 


Maj eſty the fe of her ſon, as the only his presence; so that Absalom kept 
I himself out of the king's sight, within 
his own walls, and with his private 
family. He had gone thorough much 
care and trouble; and his entertain- 
ment of late had been rather coarse 
and delicate; in short he had lived 
in a manner not suitable to the dig- 
nity of a prince of the blood. But 
he still retained the beauty and grace- 
fulness of his person to the highest 
degree of perfection. He cut his hair 
every twelve months; in the compass 
of which time, it grew up to the 
1 of two "ell oof Shekels ; that 
is about thirty three ounces. - w_— - 


* 


ſon enemies were fo malicidus, that 


ng's autho- | 


She performed her part, and the 
King granted her request; whereupon | 
with a dutiful acknowledgment of 
the king's grace and fayour to an an- 
cient. woman, and the mother of one 
only child,  entreated another grant 


from his royal bounty. i ; 
Her suit was, that the king would 
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In this obscure state and condition, 
he lived about two years near Jerusa-: 
lem, and had children; three sons 
and one daughter, Who proved to be 
a miracle of a beauty. She was mar- 
ried afterward to Rehoboam, the son 
of Solomon; and had a son by him, 
whose name was Aba 
Absalom finding himself uneasy un- 
der his present circumstances, sent to 
Joab to use his interest with his fa- 
ther towards regaining him admissi- 
on into his royal presence, and, in 
short, towards procuring him a per- 
fect and absolute reconeiliation. He 
waited a while for an answer; but re- 
ceiving no satisfaction upon his mes- 
sage, sent some of his people to a 
neighbouring field of Joab's, to burn 
his corn as it stood there upon the 
%%% Ü 1A 0s 7 och 
Joab came to him, and expostula- 
ting the matter with him, asked him 
What he had ever. done to deserve 
such unkind treatment at his hands? 
Why; replied Abſalom, I had no way- 


— 


. 


of getting you to me but that. I wrote | pretended;) * Enis it is, he would 
te hoν about interceding for me to my] fay, the king has evil counſellors a- 


father, and you have done nothing in 
it I perceive. Pray will you'try uf | 

vou can paciſy him, yo at this rate 

i hie goes on ſtill to be inexorable, 1 
am in a worfe condition at home than 

I was in my; baniſiment. 
Juoab took pity of him upon this 
discourse, and . the king so art- 
fully and so effectually on his behalf, 


that his heart relented, and Absalom 


was immediately sent for to attend 
his father. He cast himself at the 
| king's ; feet upon his first entrance 5 
into the room, and begged pardon 


or THE HOLY' BEI. 
David with his right hand took him 


self with a splendid equipage, with 


| mour, and dissatisfied with a cross 


2922 © 


up again with the assurance of a so- 
lemn promise, that all old offences 
should be for ever buried in oblivion. 
Absalom being re- established in the 
good opinion and esteem of his fa- 
ther, in a short time furnished him- 


chariots and horses; a numerous train 
and retinue of servants, and no less 
than fiſty men to attend him as his 
body-guards. He was the first man 
still at the king's levee; not forgetting, 
on the other hand, to take ee "Das 
sions also to ingratiate himself with 
the multitude, and to keep fair re- 
port with the people. If any man 
had cause to be heard, and came for 
justice, he would address him in these 
familiar terms, Friend, what is thy 
name? What countryman 2 Maat w-_ 
buſineſs Can I do thee any goods? = 
and theike:* oe on 3 B77 1 
When he found 


people out of hu - 


verdict, or a hard judgment, (as they - 1 


bout um, Nay, and God help him, 
miſtakes the point himſelf ſometimes, 
as well as another. Well! and jo 
God fheed | yer'my friends; if I had 


been in ſomebody's place, things ſhould | 
never Rave gone at this rate, This { 
was his method of stealing the a. " 
fections of the people, and moulding i 
them for his design; and the policy | 


proved too effettual. -- | 
- Having thus worked himself into 
the favour of the people, and gained 
over to his interest a very numerous 


and powerful party of zealous adhe- 


5 8 
; TS 
l 


rents, he began ambitiously to on: 15 


n 
alter his father's cron, nt to pro- 


mote his impious designs, solicited of 


David permission to go to Hebron, i in 
order to perform a' solemn vow that 
be had made, during the course of his 
enile. Having obtained his request, 
he took a prodigious multitude; some 
whom he invited; | and others that 
2 came voluntarily with him. 


Among 
the test was Atto ple. the Gilonite, 
David's prime minister] with two hun- 
dred men of erusalem, who came 
thither to sac rifice, without the least 
imagination of a conspiracy. At 


length however, the plot took, and 
Absalom, by the common voice of 
the people; was proclaimed king, - 


The news of such ungrateful eu! 


haviour in his son, struck the king 


with surprize and consternation; he 


was astonished to think of a rebelli- 


- ous usurpation, from a wretch that 


could so soon forget his own late 


guilt, and his father's mercy, as to re- 


volt into a second apostacy, so much 


more flagitious than the former; for 
5 he Was 


rst to lay violent hands u We of 


8 on his father's kin dom... though 


= himself knew eit to 
Is upon his very 


= > 3g 1 l 
7 4 
Y - N 4 
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5 resolved to leave thei C 


e the. special gift 
of God. And after that, to e 
life too ö 
David being in this str icht, be- 
thought himself of passing the river 
Jordan into some place more secure; 
and therefore with the advice of Some 


of his intimate friends, What course 


to take in this $ediciqus juncture, he 
re of his pa- 
lace to ten of his congy 4 quit Je- 
rusalera, and co 


He aboordingly SO ant 
© umltituyes of * * 88 5 


* $9278, 


zue u 1 
befallen him. He praye 
infatuate him, and to turn hig wis- 


ä foolight 


. 
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adhered to him, and folded tl the 


in his train, especially his on six 
hundred friends, that kept so close 


to him when he was hunted: 


» 


to another. 11 e 2 7 5 | 


The. High. pnestsl Abinthar 4 8 
Zadoc, andall the Levites there, were 8 


for going with him, and taking the 


ark along with them; but upon very 
good reasons he prevailed with them 
to stay, telling them, that God's Pro- 


5 was sufficient for his preser- 


up and 
| down by Saul, from one n ene > 


1 


vation, without any necessity of 11 | 


125 ark being upon the place, 
His last charge to them was, oy” 


secure some private method of con- 6 


| veyance, whereby to send him spee- 


dy intelligence of whatever m_ 
-occur/during his absence, that rela- 
ted to his most important concern; 


and they acquitted themselves of that 


commission with great faith and in- 


dustry; for Ahimaax, the son of Z- 


doc, and "Fonathan, the son of: Ae 
had 80 


athar, [ttar, the Gittite, 
eat a zeal for his own. ere 
uty, and the service of his master, 
that he forced himself along witk 


him, though he ee him ear 7 * ; 
nch against it. * 


An Aceh 


While che king and bis * ee 
were ascending mount Olivet bare- 
footed, and with every token of hu- 
-|[anitiation; tears filled che eyes of all 
present, and he received information” 
that Ahithophel had deserted his 


cause, and — to'Absalom; 4 * 
This proving to David one of the” 


most affekting circumstances that 1 
d to God to 


„ He was a 
| - *clear-. 


7 
% 
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clear-s1ghted man, and of great pene- 
tration, and there was nothing Da- 


24 
£ 


his councils. | 
When he had gained 
top, he looked back upon the city, 
Shedding tears, and uttering ejacu- 
lations, ' as one that was now taking 
his last leave of his government. 
In this state of perplexity, he ca- 


sually met his tried friend and faith- 


ful subject Huſiat, with his gar- 


ments torn, and ashes upon his 


head, lamenting the transitory state 


of all things below the sun. 

David bade him be of good cheer; 
and bare the present cy with 
resignation and patience; and urged 
him finally, with great earnestness, 
to go back again to Jerusalem, where 
he might behave himself like one of 


Absalom's party; pry into his coun- 


sels and designs, and by thwarting 
Ahithophel's measures, do his master 
infinitely better service, than by stay- 
ing ii bin hen ror 
Hushai yielded to his persuasions; 
and so taking his leave of David, re- 
turned to Jerusalem, Absalom him- 
self coming thither not long after. 
David in the mean while passing 
forward, met with Ziba, the servant 
of Mephibosheth to whom he had 
committed the management of the 
estate he had bestowed upon the son 
of his dear friend Jonathan. He was 
driving two asses before him, and of. 
fered David and his men to take 


what they pleased of What he had, if 


there was any thing they liked. 

el The question Was put to Ziba up- 

on this occasion, What wits become o 

his maſter? He answered, . 4% 
24 0 e 8 


the mountain 


| 
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vid so much dreaded, as the policy of | 


— 


F has father Saul, might be 


bo 


-; 
lam eben Is Nhe thie l 
the preſent diſtracted ſlate of aff arrs, 


the people, in honour to the memory 
prevailed 
uon to chuſe him king. - 
David, justly incensed at so flagrant - 
an instance of ingratitude, resumed 
his grant of the Na made to Me- 
phibosheth, and bestowed them on 
Ziba, as the most deserving person of 
the two, and with a view of keeping 
him a friend to his interest. . 
As the king proceeded in his march 
and approached Bahurim, there came 


out of that place a kinsman of Saul's, 
whose name was Shimei, the son of 


Gera, and assaulted him with curses 


and with stones, and the more Da- 


vid's friends took his part on the one 
$1de; the more foul. and scandalous 
were the reproaches of Shimei on the 


Hie reviled David with being a de- 


lighter in blood, and the cause of all 
their miseries, and bade him depart 
out: of the country, like an insolent, 
execrable wretch; giving God thanks 
for that retaliation upon him, by his 
son, for the indignities that he had 
formerly put upon his Lord and Fa-. 
VC 
These rude and barbarous outra- 
ges, provoked the indignation of all 
that heard them; and Abishai had 


- A 


certainly killed him for it, if David 
had not interposed, and prevented it, 


3 . 
, 


by thus adressing him. | 
» Pray, hold» your hand; and do not 
add mr fchief to miſelnef.. Things are 
bad enough N and do not make 
them worſe," I lo 

. of this clown, as I do 


upon, the 
ling of a mad dog, that God hath 
A ORR 


— 


ok upon the cla. 


94. | oY” COMPLE: E 
59 let "07 en ne and his holy will | 


be done, 
m ſhould you: * * the n 
| Wa ner revilings of a ſcoundrel, 


Wn treated bymy own ungracious fon. 
But theres a merciful God above, 


nocent out of the hands of the ref 
ſors, and give us victory ouer all 
enemies; wherefore' in the name, wes | 
under the protection of that God, let 
us proceed forward on our journey. 
A s David advanced coolly, on one 
ins Side of the mountain, Shimei ran 
Tailing and cursing me EP him 
on the other.. 
Aſter a long and wearisome match, | 
1 they arrived at length at the bank of 
the river Jordan, Where David mus- 
_ tered and refreshed bis troops. 
Absalom, and his great counsellor 
; Ahithophel, were by this time come 
to Jerusalem, where they were re- 
ceived with shouts and acclamations 
5 by a vast concourse of people; and 
5 che rest, by David's friend 
Gs Hiohgi, who: together with the peo- 
GT ple exclaimed; God save the king, 
2 wishing him a long and happy reign. 
Abssalom, upon this encounter, ask- 
. al Hushai, how it comè to pass, that 
he who was esteemed so emment and 
flaithful a servant to his father, should 
now desert his cer master, and 
ts come over to him :nm 90 
2 8 answered bim 1 
i ng with t 
ud, e con) nt u, 
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It is TO God thats at reciev- 
ed y our kingdom; and / you can think 


me ente of a Place 1 in the number of 


thoſe you will vouckſafe to own, you 


when at the fame time I am worſe . 


was to your father. 
No man ts te account the 


1 ares in kłne end, will deliver the in- Late 77 tMingsgrievous, Jo gates as wy 5 
government continues in the ſame line, 


and a ſon of the fame family Nerds 
to the throne _ 
These words of H achai to Absalom 


put an end to all jealousies. 


The most material business now to 
be N was, to determine on the 
next step, and Ahithopel was called 


in, to wide about it. The counsel 


he gave was, for Absalom to go in and 


lie with all his father's concubines; 
enforcing his advice by observing, 


Inis would fix the people, and make 
them ſo much the bolder and firmer to 


the preſent ftate, when, they ſhould ſee 
the 3 advanced beyond all paſſibi- 


lity of reconciliation 7 or as matters 


now ſtand people would be apt to ſay, 
Why the Father: and the fon may come 
to an age cement for ought we know 3 
and if they ſhou 8 to adjuſt dif- 


| ferences in the conclu fon, Where are 


we'P fo: that it would be dangerous to 
declare under ſuch CATION" = 
-Absalom, inshorttook Ahithophel's 
counsel, and commanded his servants 
to erekt him a tent in the palace 
where he lay with his father's concu- 
| bines, 3 in the sight of the people. 
This was according to what the 
prophet N athan foretold would be- 
all David. 
Having proceeded agreeable to 
| abitbophel's 12 25 ne next point 


181 rr 3 Te 2 CALLE 24% under 


* 


1 IV. 


under. congidendiign was, how they 
Should go on with the Fetten of | 


the war? 


His answer was this, That if the) | 
- would but hut him at the head of 


twelve thouſand choſen men, he would 


- undertake therewith to deſtroy David, 


and ſecure the public peace to the peo- | 
le, and the government to A Halo, 
bot] at one ſtroke. | 


Absalom was much of / Ahithophel/ s. 
opinion; but willing however to have 
Hushai's also he demanded his advice 


upon the case. 
Hushai, that was Hand; true 
friend, and ever so reputed, finding 


the advice to be shrewd and danger- 


ous, did what he could to divert Ab- 


8alom. from it, by giving his judg- | 
this man- 


ment another way, alter 
ner. 


father is a valiant man, and that he 


hath a great many brave men about | 
him, wath whom, in all encounters he | 


hath ever come off victorious. 
ou know him to be à ſoldier too, | 


and a man of ſtratagem, as well as of 
Courage. He will moſt Fall have | 
oach ; and in ſome | 


advice of our appr 


1 valley, wood, or behind Jome rock, 


perhaps, lie ready to betray us into an 


ambuſh. Or ſuppoſe we ſhould attempt 
to engage them, they will order the 


mutter o as to manage their retreat 


Ey little andlittle, till hey have drawn 
us into the ſnare, when David's whole 
body will , 


{4 cauſe on the. one hand, and the incou- 
ragement it will ie on the er, 
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Sir, 4 need not tell you that zour'| 


1 


all upon us vefore due no 


were we are. 
| . Now 1 ſubmit 8 2 your Judge 
x "end. betwixt the conſternation it wall | 


pr 275 5 
What a-confufron this way of procitd- 8 


ing will create among us? 
And now you have heard both hi- 


nions, you may follow either Ahitho—-— 


plels or mine, "which (pears: m | 


| reaſonable... 


- Having said thus much: of whit | 
ought not to be done, he craved 
leave to observe what he thought 
advisable under . CIrCUmStances | 
to be done. | 
L.oet the whole abs of the 222 ub, | 
 1tes be ſummoned to appear, with all 
their troops, at ſome certain time and 
place to make war -againſt David. 
And when, they are: met, do you yours 
| ſelf (addressing himself to Absalom) 
take the command of the whote into 
your own hand, without truſting to 
| deputies. When, this is done, David 


1 muſe either expoſe hamfelf inthie lain 


field, or fly to ſome n TOP | 
walled towns.  _ 
If he keeps the plain, kaif Forces are 
ſo few and mconfiderable, com en 
to the many thouſands. in 
vholly devoted to your . 


| will rains themfetves upon gn of por- 
unity being vffered them to 'exert 
thetr zeal in ſerving their prince _ 
country, that your power and ſtren 4 
being hereby fo much ſuperior to 
| you are ſure of re auge con- 
e over him. = 
Or M he ſhall go the other way 9 
work, of hiding Lo ſtulting up and 
down, to keep hon the defenfeve, there 
are twenty ways,” by mining, batter- 
ing, ſtarving, . the lite, that _ 
ce kata reduce him 
This advice was generally 4b. 
plauded, insomuch that Absalom pre- 


* it to the counsel of Ahithophel, 
| BT 


—_ 


and the event proved that the inter- 
posing hand of an all-wise Provi- 
dence had great concern in it. 

Hushai having brought matters to 
this issue, hastened with all possible 
speed to the High-Priests Zadock and 
Abiathar; with an account of what 
had passed at the council betwixt Ahi- 
thophel and himself, and how things 


were carried; desiring them to dis- 


patch an express immediately to Da- 
vid, with a caution, by all means to 
2% the river Jordan that very night, 

r if his son should either get intel- 


ligence where he was, or change his 
mind, he might fall in upon him be- 


fore he could get over.. 

The High-Priests had lodged their 
sons, fer the sake of convenience, 
out of the town, as well as provided 


a trusty maid servant, to carry them 


the intelligence, which they were to 
transmit forthwith to Da vi. 
Upon the receipt of this informa- 
tion, they made what haste they could 
with it, as became dutiful and faith- 
ful servants. But by the time they 
were advanced about a quarter of a 
mile upon their way, they were dis- 
covered b x 
Absalom 1aving notice of it, gave 
orders immediately for the taking of 
The messengers were quickly a- 
ware of their danger, and so turned 
out of the way towards Bahurim, a 
small village near Jerusalem; where 
they met with a woman who was 80 
charitable as to conceal them, by 
ting them down into a well, a 


_ throwing some skins of beasts over | 


7 
* a b- 2 * 
+ it 1 : & 
ö + & % Sw 
» = * 47 * 4 7 
* 
\ 


certain horsemen ; and 


= —_— 


' overtaken. 


- 3 


or 


Although they were concealed with 
much art and expedition, the pur- 
suers came up to the house, and ex, 
amined the woman very strictly, 
whether she had seen any such men 
or not. She acknowledged that two 


such men drank at the gate just be- 


fore and then went their way, assur- 
ing them moreover, that if they made 
haste after them, they might easily be 


When they had searched up and 
down a long time after them to no 
purpose, they returned to their quar- 
ters fatigued and disappointed, _ 

As soon as the woman saw that all 
was safe, and the coast clear, she 


drew the young men out of the well, 


and they proceeded on their journey 


time enough to give David a seaso- 


nable account of Absalom's design. 
It was late before they got thither, 


but David however got his people 
over the river the same night, - _ 


. Ahithophel was much 


| 38 that 
Absalom should reject 


is counsel, 


and at the same time embrace Hu- 
shai's; so that he mounted his ass, 
and went home to Galmon, where he 
called his family together, and told 


them the advice he had given Absa- 
lom, but that he would not follow it; 
and that in a short time, that refu- 


sal would be his ruin; for David 
would certainly get the better of 


him, and soon after recover his king- 
Pr ares” . 


This conduct was followed by 


this declaration, Now, 2t is more 
honourable for me, to die with reſo- 
lutton like a man of honour, than to 
wart ſneaking till David returns, ne | 
of hls be I a7 # 64 


Book IV. 


. 7 death at laſt for the 
5 23 I have done the Jon. againſt 


be, 55G thus spoken, he withdrew 


into a private/apartment in his house, 
(agitated with (m) grief, ) and hanged, | 


bimself. Conscious of his unjust 
and wicked behaviour in espousing 
the impious claim of a rebellious son 
against the equitable government: 0 
a pious and indulgent father... 
David having now passed 3 ri- 
ver e came to e The 


| . — 6 persons of F the gent 


country with the highest instances 
of generosity and good-wall, partly 
out of humanity, With regard to the 
necessities of his en condition, 
and partly out of reverence, to the 
e his former state. 
There was Siphar, a prince of Am- 
mon; Barxillai and Machzr, . two 
principal men of Gilead, &c. These 
generous persons took such care of 
David, an his people, and provided 
for them all that could . mi- 


nister to their; comfort and refresh. 
ment, after an anxious state of mind | 


and toilsome adventure. 1 
Absalom in the mean time had 
| passed the river with a mighty army 
against his father, and encamped not 
far from Mahanaim, a town of Gi- 


lead, i fn bis ki Ar, 


"x. 


2 — * 1 e 15 T7? Tm — 


(in) Grieß. ene e 27 learned n ber 
affirm, that Ahithophel did not hang himself, but that he 
was stifled with grief; but nothing can be more plain and 

Positive chan the words of che sacred scripture, and those 
commentors, who to establish their own fancies, impose 
forced construftions on the word of God, are "the z greatest 
5 . 8 * e gs 7 Og can” 758 mote na- 
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maſa, 1 in the place of. Joab, 
Amasa, being the son of Ithra by 
Abigail. Now. Abigail, and Ze- 
ruiah, the mother of Joab, were 
Een 

King David having = tits 
forces, found he mustered no more 
than four thousand strong; but not- 
withstanding the smallness of his 
number, he determined, by the 
strength and favour of the Almighty, 
to attack his insolent and impious 
son, ber such resolution pre- 
ferable to a lame inactivity, that 
„might furnish him with an oppor- 
tunity of making an assault. 7.5 
Thus resolved, he appointed: his | 
' officers, their respective departments, 
and divided the little body of his 
army into three paris. Joab had the 
first division; Abishai, the second; 
and his old friend lutai the Gittite, ; 


WE TY i A iy 


the third. 


 .. David would have. gone himself in a 
person; but his friends, for very 
good reasons, opposed it: for, said 
they, Should we be beaten, and you 


voould be loſt without any reſource. © 
But otherwiſe, if one droifeon ſhould.” 
have, the ill. ap to be worfted, the reſt 


' powered thereby to rein force them- 
Ye 49, Wahi een ae on: the | 


* > 6 * 


* Mahanaim.. This is 6 iy inche desc, 
built in the place where Jac was met the Angels of 
| le th pee pho lk 7 " 
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your ſelf 4 in the field, the whole rb 2 


mighit repair to hamfelf, and be im- 1 FY 
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PLETE. misrory © Boot: 


the pot; Oy 4 hoes the ay with | 


an apprehenſion, that he had e 
"ay. of troops'm reſerve. 


Volo fab 
is motion was carried, nd! the 


fiene by all the rites of honour, 


gratitude, and conscience, to acquit 


themselves in their duty; undd in case 
God should give them a victory, to 
spare the life of the young man; dor 


he durst not trust Himself Wich his 
_own life after the death of Absalom, 
David's address was followed with a 


thousand blessings and good wishes; 
and then he cispatelicd then 'to- the 


army Y. 


thi 
With the wood of * Ephraim at his 
back, he disposed of his on troops 
nike wise to che cate” form Over a“ 


gainst the other. The engagement 


soon commenced, and there Was e 
bravery on *both sides. art 
contending for the recovery of what 
David had lost, and the other for the 


_ defence and maintenance of what Ab- 


zalom had got, they appeared to fight 
with equal courage and resolution, 
being equally intent on carrying their 
, Point. Absalom's men fought some- 


time upon a point of honour, and' to 


avoid the infamy of * Wotuted by 
80 e e a party, Darids 


Ern so many theu 6 

enemy upon such a 1 
In the conclusion, David's . 

rang eder bravely, and like them- 


#3 8 
FW 4 — 


80 called ber, 9 „ 
_—_—_— 4e hed 


C * 


* 


— — 7 
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— 
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pb wo | 4 and era 
ing was prevailed upon to stay at 
Mabanaim, David then abj red his 
; pursuſt than” in the battle. 


of silver for his 
dier bravely replied, IL would not do 
such a thing to the son of my lord 
and master for two thousand; esp e- 
cially considering the charge the 4 


sel ves; for they brok# the enemys 
| order, band 


ut them to a total rout, 
"160 of them over woos, $ 
, whithers6ever 

they fled ; some they Killed; some 
they took; and more were lost in the 
Near 
twenty thousand men were £7 4 8 . 
to be slain in that day's action. 

Now Absalom was 80 rm TO 


getting the c 


both for his beauty, 'and his stature, 


that he was every 
that for fear of babs taken alive, he 
mounted the fleetest mule he could 


body's mark: 0 


procure, and fled away as fast as pos- 


sible. By the celerit of the mule's 
course, the force of the wind blew _ 
When Absalom saw chat Joab had up 


his division upon a plain. 


his hair, so that it catched hold 


on the rugged bough of a tree; and 
the mule 1 forward from under 
him, left him sus 
and continued her speed, as if she had 
her rider still upon her back. One 
of David's soldiers saw this, and car- 


pended in the air, 


ryed the tidings thereof ” Joab, who 
bad him go r 37 dispatch 
him, and he should have fifty shekels 


ains. But the sol- 


ve in your hearing, not to toue 


the life of the young man. 


Joab hereupon commanded him to 


| conduct him to the place where he 
saw him hanging; 


he came he pierced him N the 


| Art with his javelin. 


His armour- ers s that were then 
| them in this wood.  - But it mot le es. 
from the great slaughter of the by Jephthah. 


present, 


-whither wht#n 
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piling a great heap of {f/)stones upon 


it, in the form of a sepulchre. This 


ba done, Joab sounded a retreat 
to take his men off from the chace, 
and save the effusion of more blood 
in à civil war. 5 8 
Absalom had already erected a 
marble column, with an inscription 
upon it, in a place called the king's 


— ——— — 


Ltones upon it. The justice of God is very ob- 


zervable in bringing Absalom to so condign a punishment: 


for, in the first place, he was hanged, as it were, and 
this was by the law declared to be an accursed death, 
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present, took down the body from 
the tree, and cast it into a deep pit, 


2 


rusalem, which he called by the 
name of the Hand of Absalom, to 
perpetuate his memory, as he said, 


even if he should leave no children 
behind him. „„ „ 7 
He had three sons, and one daugh- 
ter, who was married to Rehoboam 
the son of Solomon, by whom he had 
Abijal, his immediate successor. 


— * 


wär, * fs 
8 


stoned, which by the same law, was the i kind of 


death prescribed for a stubborn and rebellious n. A 
lasting monument of the vengeance of God, against those 


children, who are 80 hardened in wickedness, as to lift | 


RR 
valley, about two furlongs from Je- 
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'PAVID LAMENTETH ABSALOM, FAR. 
Dos SHIMEL. © SHEBA ENDEAVOURS 
= TO PREJUDICE THE MINDS Of THE 


* *TREACHEROUSLY -. SLAYS AMASA, 
WHO HAD BEEN SENT AGAINST 
SHEBA BY DAVID. THE CITY IS 
SAVED BY THE couNCIL OF A 


* 


ED ON THE ISRAELITES FOR THEIR 
. - FORMER BREACH OF FAITH WITH 

THE GIBEONITES. DAVID-DEEFEA; 
IHE PHILISTI NES. IS WELL NICH 
"SLAIN BY THEM, RESCUED BY ABI. 
SHAI. ENCOUNTERS IN 
BATTLES AGAINST THE PHILISTINES | 
__ > ? WITH SUCCESS. DAVID'S/ CHAMPI-_ 

© ONS." THE PEOPLE -PUNISHED FOR 
David's NUMBERING THEM. HE 18 
PARDONED ON REPENTANCE. THE 
„ PESTILENCE STOPPED. DAVID LAYS 
A PLAN FOR BUILDING A SOLEMN 
-., TEMPLE... fe | 98 


Ke -&: HE adherents of Absalom hav- 


a $ 
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leader, became intimidated, and pri- 
= yately stole away to their respective 


3X a * places of abode. Ahimaaz the son 
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is Ma token that the messenger brought 
16 by were employed in purzuit of 
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: dock the High-Priest, then ap- 
plied to Joab for permission to go 
and acquaint the king with the news 


; of the victory obtained over his ene- 


8 
Joe 
would not look well for him who 
senger of good news to the king, to 
be now the first man to tell him of 
his son's death: and then called to 


ordered him to tell the king what he 


himself had seen. Ahimaaz intreated 


Joab a second time, to let him carry 
the tidings only of the victory 
not of the death of Absalom. 


Joab upon this importunity gave 
| him leave, and he knowing the near- 


est way better than the other, got 
| thither before him. David was at 
this time sitting at the 
longing expectations to know the 
event of the battle, when a scout 


one running that way, but he was too 
far off to discern who it was. | 


The King looked upon it as a good 5 


omen, and the scout immediately 


upon this told the king that he dis- 


the enemy; for if his party had been worsted, ders that 


fled would have come in crowds to the city for refuge. 
„ 4 covered 


ab gave him this ans wer, that it 


had been always heretofore the mes. 
Cushi, sent him on the errand, and 


but 


ate, with 


brought him word, that he saw (g) 


\ 
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3 covered another, which * him 70 ; 


more hope chan before. 


The messenger 28 now Abs 
0 


"wad distance, was found to be 


Ahimaaz, the son of Zadock the | 
This 


High- Priest, who came first. 
encouraged the king, who exclaimed, 
Inis ts the man that moſt. Aon” 
brings me good tidings. The wor 


were hardly uttered, when Alanis | 


cast himself at David s feet to do him 
-reverence; and asked him, What 
news from the 'army? he 1 
great success and victory. 


David then asked him, What WAS: 


| become ü {i 
Ahimaaz answered, that as soon as 


"cute he saw the enemy routed, he 
came away with the intelligence; but 
that he heard a mighty clamour and 


shouting all the while, upon the pur- 
snit of Absalom; ard oab sent him 
away in such haste, t 
were only to carry * news of the 
victory, without any mention of Ab- 
salom. By this time Cushi was at 


the king's feet, with the tidings of a 


victory; and the king putting the 
same question to him as to the other, 
viz. What was become of Absalom? 
May it be, says Cushi, + with all the 


enemies of my lord the. king as it is 


with Abjalom. These words turned 
a day of joy and triumph into a day 
of mourning. It proved so to the 
kingy for the loss of Absalom; and to 


the people also; for David withdrew | 


Himself upon it out of sight, to the 
top of one of the highest turrets 
about the city, beating his breast, 

and tearing his hair, with cries and 
exclamations, A my ſon Abſalom; 


9 ſon Afalom, Oh that 1 mel, 


at his orders 
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could have bu FW | 528 thee, my 


on! David was by nature 5 


% 


the very agony of his passion, reason- 
and expostulating with him in 5 


fond and tender of all his children, = 


but his love to Absalom was peculi- 
ar, and in a more intense e chan 
to any of the rest. 

As the king had discovered cheee 
tokens of grief, Joab. and his vieto- 
rious army were discouraged from 
entering the town in a joyous and 
triumphant manner; and therefore 
vhen they approached, hanged down 
their heads, mn bers dejected coun- 
tenances, and ap more like 
men conquered, t an 5 

David, continued so long in this 


abandoned dejection that Joab, with- 


out ceremony, broke in upon him in 


ing 
this manner: FO 
Sir, do you knaw he you 3 ? 
are you aware of the dishonour you 
bring upon yourself by this wilful 


and effeminate lamentation? It makes 


you look as if you hated your friends, 
that have saved your lite at the ha- 
zard of their own; ee for yourself 
and your famil ; and at the same 
time e e kindness even for 
those of your enemies, which divine 


justice hath taken away in your fa- 
vour, by the stroke of a most righte- 


ous vengeance, if Absalom had car- 


ried the day, and settled himself in 


his usurpation, who would have be- 
moaned, either your fate or ours ? 
for we had most certainly been cut 
to pieces, every living soul: nay, - 
you yourself, and your children, 
woul 

their 'cruelty ;* then your enemies 
Te have rejoiceglia pd pO in 


have fallen the first victim to 


# 


true, but a most ungracious one; 
and you cannot be just to God's 


and resolute, reduced David to some 
degree of reason, insomuch that he 


cerns of the people committed to his 
care, shewing himself in public as 
usual, and assuming a more eee 


and cheerful aspect. This 


. 
> $5 


Assume then a cheerful countenance, ' 
she yourself to your people, and 
tell them, that it is to their loyalty 
and bravery, 2 5 God) that you 
are mdebted | 
day; for if you go on as you have be- 


upon the people, that they came in 
multitudes from all 
their reverence. 


your ruin, and it would have been 1 
death for any man to have but so 
much as pitied us. Does not your 


conscience as well as your honour 
check you for this unmanly tender- 
ness, for the memory of so implaca- 
ble an enemy. He was your son, tis 


Providence, without acknowledging 
the blessing of his being taken away. 


or the honour of this 


5 Ag 


n, Iwill infallibly cause your king- 
dom and your army to reject you, and 
place another on the throne; and 
then you will find a more real and 
sensible cause for such grievous af- 
The conduct of Joab, though bold 


began once more to direct his atten- 
tion to business of state and the con- 


c wp ] 
of humour wrought so effettually 
parts to pay him 


The face of things being thus 


5 from the late battle, and were got 


home again, sent messengers up and 
down, from place to place, to remind 
their friends of the infinite obliga- 


* 
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mand under David that he had un- 


er to David upon 


VC 
all accounts, and particularly for the 


toils and hazards he had undergone 


in his own person, for the vindica- 
tion of their liberty; how -ungrate- 
fully they had behaved themselves in 
their revolt, and that they had no- 
thing more to do now, than to lay 
themselves at his feet; beg his par- 
don, and beseech him once again to 


receive them into his care and pro- 
tection, as formerly; especially as the 


| 20-0 was now no more whom they 


ad most unjustly and injuriously set 
up in his stead. The king had ad- 
dresses of this kind sent him in abun- 
dance, which he still communicated 
by letters to the High- Priests Zadock 
and Abiathar, with certain hints, how 
they were to manage the heads of the 
tribe of Judah toward his restoration. 
They insinuated accordingly, how 
shameful it would be forthem to stand 
looking on, and let others go before 
them, in doing a common right to a 
prince so generous, and of their own 
tribe and extraction. | | 


This way of proceeding created an 


emulation among them, who should 
„ „ as 
They were like wise to expostulate 


on the cause with Amasa, the ene- 
my's general, wherefore he himself, 


the nephew of David, by his own. 
sister, should not dispose the army 
to a sense of their duty, and the re- 

storing of the government to the 

right owner. 


They told Amasa, that for what 
was past, he might be sure of his 


ardon; and that they doubted not 
at he might have the same com- 


der Absalom. 


0 


Book V. 
In this manner the High-Priests 
proceeded with the heads of each 
tribe, and by this means brought 
over Amasa to the interest of David, 


The tribe of Juda were the first 


that sent their commissioners to in- 
vite the king back to the exercise of 
his government, and betwixt the in- 
fluence of their example, and the 
credit of Amasa they were all order- 


ed to attend, and receive the king at 


32 
. Of all the tribes, that of Judah were 
the most forward and gave the. most 
convincing. proofs of their loyalty; 
for they went to the ver) bank of g 
the river Jordan to meet him. 


4 


There was Shimei, the son of Gera 


at the head of a thousand Benja- 


mites. There was also Ziba, Saul's 


freeman, and his fifteen children, 
and twenty servants; Who together 
with the tribe of Judah, laid a bridge 
over the river, for the more commo- 
dious passage of David and his troops. 
Upon his coming to the river, the 
tribe of Judah, were the first that 


saluted him; and Shimei advancing 
to the bridge, threw himself at Da- 
vid's feet, begging his pardon for the 


indignities he had offered him; be- 


seeching him to pass it all over, and 


that it might never rise in judgment 

» = | g N 4 Pe : 
against him when he should be re-in- ] 
stated in his kingdom. Desiring more. | 


r 


ere 


(A) Waſh has Feet. These where some of the instan- 


ces wherein the Jews were wont to express their mourn- 
ing; and they seem to be here mentioned às an evidence 
of the falsehood, of Ziba's information against his: master, 
_ zince no one who neglefted himself to such degree, would 
be suspetted of aspiring to the crown, 
feet, a: signify, either not cutting his nails, or his no 
Washing his feet, which dhe. Jes used frequently to . 
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return to his allegiance, might atone. 


Not dressing his 


because of the bad «mell which wan 


** 
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1 


for his past faults. 


2 * 


Shimei, on this application, was 


thus accosted, by Abishai, Joab's bro- 


ther And do you think to come off 
80 easily; you that could have che 
face to blaspheme the king that God 
had set oyer you at so unpardonable 


A rate? 


But David checked his intemperate 


zeal, with these words, Be silent, 
ye sons of Zeruiah; without blow 


ing the coal, and stiring up new 
broils; for I would have you look 


upon this as the first day of my 


reign; and take notice of chat I do 


now declare upon my oath. 


I do freely forgive all the world, * 


and I do promise that no person shall 

suffer for any thing done against me, 
or against any body else for my sake, 
of what king or quality soever; 0 
you may set your heart at rest, Shemei- . 


your life is in no danger. 


pon this assurance he made his 


reverence and went his way. / - / 
After him came Mephibosheth, 


Saul's en. with as forlorn and 

le an aspect as can be con- 
ceived; for upon David's being for- 
| ced away from the palace, this good © 
man reckoning the king's calamity as 


misera 


his own, bound himself by a vow, 
never to cut his hair, (q) wash his 


. 2 
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his omission of this could . not but make him offensive to 


himself. Not trimming his beard, was letting the hair | 


grow negligently and without any order, for the manner 
of the Jews, was to cut the lip upwards, and what'grew 


likewise on the cheek, but was on the chin, and ſo back- _ 


wards to the ear, that they suffered to grow. And not 
changing his cloaths, must import; | 
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feet, or change his cloaths, till it 


might please God to restore him. 
AEiba took this opportunity of tra- 
ducing his master to the king: for 
upon Davids asking him how he 


came to leave him, When he was un. 


der perecution, he laid the fault 
upon Ziba, for not obeying his or- 


ders; but on the contrary; treating 
him like a slave, nothwithstanding the 
express charge he had given him to 
have all necessaries in readiness for 

ann ¶ ⁰ 
Mephibosheth 
true state of the case, If I had the 
use of my legs, as other people have, 
* should not have hindered me nei- 
x er. i . 


e Nay, 


fices, and aspersed my character to 
yourself, but you are 50 just, and 50 

great a lover of God, and of truth, 
RE chat I am sure your generosity and 
your wisdom will never entertain a 
. calumny to my prejudice, 


= mY Our-family have Had the experi- . 
ence of: your piety, modesty and 
oodness, to a degree never to be 
Bn forgotten, in passing over and par- 
Adaoning the innumerable hazards and 


Persecutions that you were exposed 
ance of my grandfather; when all 
our lives were forfeited, and in your 
wer and at your mercy; but then 


: farther adding, and which 
is more, he has not only disappointed 
me in the exercise of | my duty, but F 
Perceive he has done me spiteful of. 


35 1 e e 
"nothing could be either greater, or 


thus represented the 


** 


back again. e l e Rn” 
% Mephibosheth' replied, Nay, 


_ after all the gracious tenderness, your 


3 superadding the honour of taking me 
to your table, as a friend, and as a 


guest; and ſlikewise a person so ob- 


noxious, Wn 


: 


d of my relations, 


* 


more obliging.” iet 
David heard all this, without ei- 


ther animadverting upon Mephibo- 
sheth, or putting Ziba's credit to the 
test; but he told him, that having 


given the whole estate to Ziba, he 
would order him the one half of it 


Sir, so long as Thave the satisfaction 
of seeing my lord the king upon his 
throne again, even let Ziba take the 
VTV 
Baꝛillai the Gileadite, a man of 
real honour and true valour, who 
during the late war, had signalized 
himself in the service of his king and 
country, insisted on accompanying 


David in his way to the river Jor- 
95 ee 0 ee How e = 


_— | 
The king pressed him with great 
earnestness to go along with him to 
1 promising that he would 
)e as. good as a father to him, and 
that he should want nothing that 
might be a relief and refreshment to 


his old i, But he excused him- 


self, by alleging, that he should be 
more at ease in private life, than in 


the splendor and luxury of a palace. 


oO 


"And obvetving, he was now eighty 
years of age, and past the relish of 


court pleasure; having no other bu- 
siness in the world than to prepare for 
death, and give orders for his fune- 
ral; whereof he begged his majesty's 

leave to retire home, where he might 


live after his usual manner... 
His taste was now gone, as to the 


relish. of _ deſicious meats and drink, 
the delights of singing, dancing, re- 


" vels,” harmonious concerts of instru- 


ments, 


Book V. 


ments, voices, and the: like. His 
hearing was impaired, and he had no 
longer 1 sense of eie entertain. 
ments. 8 A 
The Kind by his re resentation of 
B+ case, was ace upon to part 
with him; but upon condition that 
his son Cüimham, went along with 
bim, and took his part in ale best 
offices he could do him. 
Barzillai, with all antiful 1 
| Tedgmemt, left his son with the king: 
And taking his leave with the most 
earnest wishes for bis long and most 
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pProsperous reign, {yedganed: to his | 


on habitation. 
The king bal ds Gil- 
gal attend 17 by the whole tribe of 


| 3 25 hs one half * whe 1 nation of 


srael 11 
On "FE ly 3 GS Fas: „ him | 


ahveiral of the chiefs' of the country, 
accompanied by a vast multitude- of 
people, and charged the tribe of 
Judah, for arrogating to themselves 
too much liberty, in going to the 
king, without consulting their bre- 
thren; whereas they ought unani- 
mously to have f 
The heads of the tribe of Juda, 
desired the rest not to be incensed at 
their going before; for they esteem- 
ed it a duty incumbent on them for | 
kindred sake so to do. They did not 
propose any advantage to themselves 
in being so forward: neither had they 
given any cause of offence by their 
Expedition, . to chose LE came. after | 
them... 3 3 
The 1 of, he ot 


8 together.. 
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king themselves? as if he were not 8 
their king like wise; that he is by 
God's Providence indifferently the 
governor of us all; so that we are 
eleven parts of the whole, and you 
but one, and consequently valuable 
in comparison to that proportion; 
you have certainly done ill in steal - 
ing away to the king by ver ah 
without acquainting us.. 
While the great men were in hot 
: debate about has affair, Seba, the 
son of Bichri, a Benjamite (a man 
of a factious and turbulent spirit, 
stood up, and called out with a loud 
N in the middle of the croud, 
tall they to us of a part in Da- 
1145 e have We to ao ns the 
on efje 2 
4 He then * 5 unt Indo 
sounded, and issued a proclamation, 
for the people to depart to their 
tent, and thereupon a war was . 
claimed against David. We 
The multitude went over to the 
party and interest of - Sheba, except 
the tribe of Juda, who stood by the 
king, and conducted him to Jerusa- 
lem. Immediately on his arrival, he 
expelled from his palace, his concu- 
| | bines, which his son Absalom had 
ostituted in the sight of the 
Mut he had them provided 1 
where; though he himself never more 
had any communication with them. 
David made Amasa his general, in. 
the place of Joab, giving him orders 
to assemble what troops he could of 
the tribe of Judah, and bring them 
to him in three days, that he might 


Soph not at all pl * h this way of | be ready to march out with ay. 
reasoning; and dManding of them, against the son of Bichri. 

Tor How 3 came io engross their | Amasa made hatte to obey the- 

:D Ü royal 


4% — 1 os _ . 
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lem, he met Amasa in his 
the head of a gallant army. Amasa 
advancing towards him to embrace | 


— the (a) beard with ne 


12 
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pected, David upon the third day 


consulted about the affair with N 
whom he thus addressed: 


„ This business of Sheba 5 a 


thing. not to be trifled with; where- 
fore do you immediately take what | 


forces you have at hand, with the 
six hundred veterans, without delay; 
take like wise your brother Abisha, 


with you, and march direQly after 


the son of Bichri; fight him where · 


soever you find him, before he draws | 
his party into a body; and take care 


to ent him from putting himself 
in 1 o e = x and 
strong holds; for if he once gains 
that point, he may perhaps cost us 
more trouble 25 nde nm than | 
Absalom did.“ 


Joab in the same 3 . 
forward with his brother, and the 


troops char were ne en yr: to | 


On his: drifidal tac, a 1 


een furlongs distant from Jerusa- 
march at 


him, Joab, with a breast: plate upon 
his body, and his sword girt about 
him, going to meet him, industriously: | 
dropped his sword out of the zenb- 
barn: and presently catched it 

in, with one hand, while he too! 


4 -{ MN - 5's. kW * — n 1644 "7 alda 1 


) Beurd. It was an ancient custom . 
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ben Goding he could 
not raise an army so scon as he ex- 


as if it had been to "IO 8 Ain 
but sheathed it in his bowels, so chat 
he died upon the spot. 

This execrable murder of a 1 5 
Iant youth, nearly allied to David 
and without 3 certainly 
| was the highest degree of ignominy 
on the character of Joab, who could 
be excited to it by no better motive 
than a malicious envy at his prefer. 
ment, and a jealousy of his being | 
too much in the kings favour. 

It was much upon the same ground 
that he had already murdered Abner, 
and much after the same treacherous 
manner; only that in the former 
case, indeed, he might appear to have 
some specious pretence for it, in re- 


venge of his brother Hazael; but for 


1 


the shadow of excuse. | 
Upon the death of Anas, Joab Y 

advanced: with his army in quest of 

Sheba, leaving only one man with 

| dew general's: 2 with orders to 

make proclamation through the ar- 

my, that he was a bad man, and 


siring all those that were for the kin! 
to fo low Jon, 255 his brother Abi- 
Shai. 


While the body bw exposed inthe 


|  high-way there were multitudes x 
gathered together, gazing upon him 
with wee ment; so that the man 


| 4 who had it in charge, removed to a 


e E he lodged it in . 
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1 two friends meet together, they 1 interchan ge 7 
hey addressed by the 


o this. day continue the 


in the same manner. lie custom is still prexerved 
| among the Indians, why whe they would give a hearty. . 
{$alute, take each ' b " chin, and cry, Bobba, 
that is Father, or Bü, 3 'ravellets 


2 ; 
„„ py 1 22 
ert 2 3 * 
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this second murder he had not even 5 


treated according to his desert; de- 


house, and threw a cloak over it; 
and as soon as the surprize was over, 
the soldiers marched forward after 
their commanders, 


Joab had by this time pursued 
| Sheba almost through the land of Is- 


rael; and at last getting intelligence, 
that he had sheltered himself in a 
strong town, called Beth Maachab, 
Joab ordered the place to be imme- 
iately invested, and a trench cast 
about it; and, at the same time to 
ly it with mines and batteries: be- 
ing resolved to destroy it, in resent- 
ment for the indignity offered him by 


n 


the inhabitants, for shutting their 


gates against him. 


While the army of Joab were bat- 


tering the town, a good and prudent 
woman, out of zeal for the service 


of her country in that extremity, 


mounted the wall, and called out to 
ab from the battlements, to speak 
a word with him out of the hearing 
/ ͤ TD 
Joab complied with her desire, and 
the speech she made him was to this 
purpose. Whereas God has given 
us Kings and governors. to protect us 
against our enemies, and to maintain 


and preserve us in peace and unity 
one with another; you are come, with- 


out any injury or provocation to ruin 
one of the most eminent cities of the 
whole land of Israel. 
Joab at this expressed his utter ab- 
horence of so foul a deed; and said, 
he hoped God would always keep 


him in a better mind: adding, that 


he was so far from having the least 
Ko 
on this famous city, or of doing 

harm to any one person in it; that 


\ 8 1 | | A 


t of committing any violence 


them in this manner; Are you he 


him of alt 88 


to reveal unto him 


| 7 


or ru HOLY BIE. 2% 


if the peop 
Sheba, that rebellious son of Bichri, 
to justice, he would at the same mo- 
ment draw off his army. : 


Upon this promise and declaration 


the woman called out to Joab, to 
have a little patience, and Sheba's 
head should be thrown 
over the wall. 


- 


citizens, andreasoned the matter with 
resolved, like a company of wicke 

men, and for the sake of a wickec 
wretch, a meer stranger to you, to 


sacrifice your habitations, your wives, 
and your children? What has Sheba 
done for you, to balance the obliga- 


tions you owe to David? Or setting 


aside all other arguments, are you 
able to defend your city against this 
ic ors Op: 
The' woman's address, founded on 


72 


truth and reason, carried with it such 


weight, that they forthwith cut off 
Sheba's head by consent, for a come 


position, and cast it over the wall, 


Whereupon the siege was forth-with 
raised; and the people returning to 


le would but deliver up 


- 


down to him 


Upon this, she went back to the 
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Jerusalem, David declared Joab ge- 


neral of all his troops. : s. 
Benaiah had the command given 


and David earnestly besought God 
in-mercy, both 


* 


uards of the body, ; 
and the six dun ed veterans; Ado- 
ram was the appointed treasurer. 
Jehoshaphat was recorder. Sheva 
secretary. Zadock and Abiathar con- 
tinuing in the priesthood. N 
Soon after this transaction, it plea - 
sed God to afflict the Israelites with 
a sore famine throughout the land, 


— 


the 
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and how it might be removed. 


* 


ously caused to be shed, cried to hea- 


ven for vengeance, as an action not 
9 only contrary to the oath and pro- 


mise of Joshua, and ratified also by 


the elders, but against conscience and 


common justice. Whereupon they 
demanded, that the king should give 
foch Satisfaction to the Gibeonites as 


hey might require for the loss of 
their slaughtered citizens, and then 
tze Israelites might expect that God 
Vould be gracious to them in deliver- 
ing them from their present cala- 
When David came to understand 
this from the prophets themselves, 
be zent to the Gibeonites, and asked 
them, what satisfaction would con- 


dent them); : 
152 aanded that (5) seven of 


delivered up to justice. ; 


©) Sen. The conduct of the Gibeonites, in de- 
mamling the lives of so many men, is not to be drawn into 
a precedent; and we shall here she, from whence, this 


ous custom of hanging up men to appease the an- 
ger of the God's proceeded; the account ot it is prefaced 


with this observatien, 2 Sam. xxi. 2. The Gibeonites 
Were not of the children of Israel (for among them they 


learnt no such praftice) but a remnant of the Amorites; 


who were addicted to this horrid superstition, of which the 
© Gibeonites, still retained some tincture, notwithstanding. 


their abode. among people of better sentiments. 


Though the selipture speaks in the dialett of theie men, 
yet we greatly err in the conclusion from hence, if we ima- 


* that God can be delighted with human sacrifices, 


which he so frequently and yehemently expresses his de. 


testation of. 


ne Jevices the death or punishment of no man; except ; 


it be in pursuance of his wise Providence, or when the 


erininal, by e bad condut, has forfeed his life to the 


" * y 8 
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Answer was returned by the pro- | 
phets, that the blood of the Gibeon- 


ites, which Saul had almost perfidi- 


q 


(whose armour was a coat o 
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he cause of that grievous judgment, | The king ordered seven of them 
I to be found out, and put into the 


Hands of the Gibeonites, to do with 
them as they pleased, but excepted 
Mephibosheth, for the sake of Jona- 

2 TIT 

The Gibeonites accepted of this as 
a composition, and hanged them all; 
and being thus satisfied, God sent 
them rain, and so kindly a continu- 
ance of it, that the earth in due time 
recovered its fertility, and brought 
forth fruits in their season, fresh and 
„„ :--f 
Plenty 13 now restored to the 


afflicted land, David turned his 


thoughts towards the reduction of 
his enemies, marched out with his 
army against the Philistines, fought 
and routed them: but following the 
chace too far, Iubi-benob, the son 
of Araph, one of the race of giants, 

| | | F « 
a lance weighing three hundred she- 
kels, and his sword by his side) see- 
ing David alone, and quite spent, 
turned short upon him, struck him 


£ ** 


re he lived under; nor would he have required 
the execution of Saul's posterity, had it not bern to pro- 
cure the poor distressed Gibeonites (who were truly 
drudges to their Hebrew masters) a kinder treatment for 


the future; had it not been to testify his abhorence of all 


oppreſſion and violence, and to'shew that the eries of the 
meanest slaves, as well as the mightiest monarch, enter the 


ears of the moſt high, that with him there is no respect of 
2 but that the rich and the poor to him are both 


e. 8 | HS 

- Had it not been to repair the injury done to his moſt holy 
name, in the violation of the compatt which both Joſhua, 
and the princes of Iſrael made with this people, and con- 
firmed with solemnity of an oath; in a word, had it not 


been by this exemplary puniſhment, to give mankind a 


lesson of inſtruction concerning the ſacredneſs of oaths and 
treaties, and how religiouſly they ought to be ob ſerved, even 
towards thoſe that are in the loweſt. circumſtances of life, | 


to 


„ 


* 


— 
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4 the earth, and had certainly slain 
bim, if Abishai, Joab's brother, had 


Protected him, but killed his enemy. 
The whole army, sensible of the 
danger, the king was in, and of th 


Providence of his deliverance, hal | 


the commanders, bound him by an 


| oath, never, t0 hazard his royal per: | 


son any, more in a battle; being na: 


| pen to the. common chance of war; 


and if he should miscarry, it would | 


be an irreparable logs to the nation, 
to be deprived of the blessings they 
| enjoyed, under his mild, and "genile 
administration. 7 
ever the Philistines rallied their for- 
ces, and fixed their place of rendez- 
vous at Gob, which David having 
notice of, dispatched an army imme- 
diately against them. 


» 
* 
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the whole body, acquired great re- 
putation by cutting off several of the 


race of giants, (men of prodigious 


bulk and strength) with hig own 
hand. He had in short, the Honour 
of a great share in that day's success. 
The Philiszines after this, brought 
another army into the field, and the 


king sent out his troops to encounter 
them. In this encounter, Elhanan, | 
instrument with ten sirings, to be 


who was allied to the king, signali- 


* 9 „ ; „ 74 * 1 
Zed his valour, by slaying in a single 
combat, one of the boldest men the 


Pdilistines had in their party; the 


rest turned their backs be hy it, and 
e engage» 


lost great numbers in t 


ment. 
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| 


not in the precise moment come to 
his relief, bestriding David, not only 


after this engagement how 


In this expedition, Shibbechai the 
i 1 * . 4 \ g 4 
Hushathite, one of the bra vest men in | 


1 be sung 


2 „ 


Notzwithstanding this, they in a 
short time recruited yet once again, 
and encamped at a certain town, not 
far from the borders of the Israelites. 
The . Philistines had in their camp a 


| man six cubits high; six fingers on 
1 a hand, and six toes on each foot, 


and one that valued himself upon 
his descent, from the stock of giants. 
Jonathan the son of "Shimmer, had 
the honour to kill this gigantic man, 
in single combat, and at the head of 
his troops, which contributed very 
much to the success of the day; and 
acquired him the glorious character 
of a valiant man 
This was the last battle the Israel- 
ites had with the Philistines: for 
from that time forward, they never 
had courage to make head against 
King David having now entirely 
vanquished his most inveterate and 
powerful enemies, and obtained for 


his people a profound, undisturbed 


peace, devoted himself to the service 
of God, and composed divers psalms 


and hymns to different tunes, in order 
to celebrate the praises of that God _ 


who had so often wrought salvation 


for his chosen people. 8 
ITbese com 5 5 he ordered to 


with musical instruments, provided 
for that purpose. As they had an 


touched with a, quill, the psaltery 
with twelve strings, to be played up- 
on with the fingers; and large cym- 
bals of brass. 4g 


The sacred historian, having re- 


corded several of the hymns Som- 


posed 


| by the Levites, 'on the sab- - 
[- baths and other festivals, in concert 


c L My : 
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2 wh the royal psalmist, and 
having mentioned, that the king had 
about him eight and thirty worthies, 


names, characters, 


g 2k 


or men renowned for their valour 


and probity, we shall particularly se- 


the 
and remarkable 
achievements of five of them, by 


let for minute observation, 


which eee may be formed of | 
5 the rest. ; 
The first was dal | tie EZnite, 

8 1 broke several times into the 
body of the enemy, and killed eight 
hundred of them in one NN cru 


* 


with his own hand. 


The second was Fiz. the son ' 
of Dodo, who, was 120 the ng. in 


Arasam. 8 


It was his fortune to be in a bat- 
ale, where the Israelites finding them- 
selves mightily over- powered with 
ave way and fled, leav- 
good his 
e e This he did so effectually, 
that he 10 

army, k 
numbers; I 


Sim alone, to make 


gave a stand to the Wh 


with the blood. 
His great example of braver 


The third Was, 


Israelites giving way, o posed his sin- 


4 «4 as * 
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illing and wounding great 
80 that his sword was, 
in a manner, fixed to his ee band | 


en- . 
couraged the fugitives, and Made 
them rally, and 287 
with such fury, that they recovered | 
the day, and crowned it with a won- 
derful and most illustrious victory; Y 
Eleazer killing them, and the com. ; 
mon soldiers trip ing them. . br | 
Shammah, the son 
of Agee, who upon anether engage - 

ment with the Philistines, finding 2 5 


the enemy 


LET'S) 


FOES 


4 


7 "gle body. to=the whole force of the 


y did great execution upon ; 


” y - 4 ; 
he 2 . 8 8 ere nn 
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them; broke their Grder put thei 
to flight, and pursued them with a 
1 overthrow. 155 

In these three instances we read the | 


bravery of these three heroical ad- -- 


venturers, in the plain field, and in 
the face of an enemy. 93 | 
At another time, nen the king 
was at Jerusalem, and the Philistines 
encamped before it, in the great val- 
ley that extends as far as Bethlehem, 
about twenty 8 from the town, 
David went to a high tower to 
ask counsel 26a direction of God, a- 
bout the government and vent of 
the war, And speaking to his friends 
of the delicious water that was in 
his country, and especially of the 
well at Bethlehem, that was next the 
5 5 What would I give, with ear. 
defire, exclaimed ' he, 2h a 
draught of "that water!” of 
These three men over hearin Hind, 
went their way immediately, rok 
through the camp of the enem 
fetched some water from the well 
and came back with it the same way 
they went. The Barbarians standing 
amazed all the while at the hardiness 
of th& undertaking, and not daring, 
though so few in number, to interrupt 
them in. tern 9 2: 
Upon their Presenting of this wa⸗ 
ter to the king, he gave God thanks 
for the safety of them that brought 
it; but it would not become him to 
drink it, for, he said, It was the 
price of blood, and 80 he oured it 
upon the ground, as an offering to | 
the: Lord. 
The fourth wy Abi hai, the bro- 
ther of Joab, that in one day Slew 
three hundred of the enemy. 


The 


+ The fifth,” and the last of  these 1th) 
to go about it immediatelj : 
In obedience therefore to the kings 


worthy champions we shall mention 
was, Benaiah, a man of a sacerdotal 
family, who fought upon a chal- 


lenge, with two brothers, of emi- 


nent fame for feats of arms among 


the Moabites, and killed them both. als 
the computations; + prtinghs3.55 


He fought again with an Egyptian 
of monstrous force and size; and 
closing with him, threw himself na- 
ked; and his adversary armed at all 
2 forced his spear out of his 


hands, dispatched him with his own | 
weapon; and for his greater ho- 
nour, disarmed him while he was yet 


_ - He performed another feat of va- 
lour, equal, if not superior, to the 
rest. There was a lion dropped in- 
to a pitfall; the snow drove in, and 

covered the mouth of it; so that the 
beast finding no way to get out a- 
gain, roared most hideously. Be- 
niah happening to pass that way, 
hearing of this outcry, went to the 


ion. 5 8 
These 


ah and with a staff killed the 


were five great men; and 


. 


the other three and thirty not inferior 


8 


David now determined to number 


the people of all the tribes of Israel, 


not remembering the old precept of 


the great law-giver Moses, that as 
| flight before an enemy, or three days 


often as it should be found requisite 
to muster the people, an oblation 


should be offered unto the Lord of a 
Shekel a head. But sent Joab ab- } 


ruptly to take a general account. 


IJoab excused himself from it as a 
thing that was needless; but David chi 
mine, it would look as if I had more 


would not admit of the excuse, and 


(TY I SF 


» 


or THE HOLY/BIBLE. 


29 
therefore positively commanded him 
St 


solemn injunction, he summoned the 
scribes and the heads of the people 


to advise with them, and went through 


the whole land of Israel, to mak 


After nine months and tWenty days, 
Joab returned to Jerusalem, and told 


the king upon the whole, that besides 
the tribe of Benjamin, and of Levi, 
| which he had not as yet taken an ac- 
count of, he found the number of the 


rest of the Israelites to amount to 
eight hundred thousand men, Wo 
were able to bear arms. In the tribe 
of Judah alone having reekoned five 
hundred thousand bm 
When Joab was absent on this 

business, David was informed by the 
Prophet, that the anger of the Lord 
was kindled against him for his rash 
conduct, and not complying with 


£4 
4 


the precepts delivered down by his 


servant Moses. Whereupon he be- 
took himself to true repentance beg- 


ged pardon of Almighty God, wich 


prayer and 
tained it. 


supplications, and ob- 
After this, God sent the Prophet 


Gad to him, with an offer of three 


things for his choice; that is, either 
a seven years famine, three months 


pestilence; and to demand an im- 
mediate answer from him, which o 


the three he would takes? 


David found himself in a great 


streight which to chuse, thus argu- 


ing with himself. If I chuse the fa- _ 


—_— - 
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concern for myself chan for my peo- commission; but the king putting 


le; for my store-houses are much 
etter provided with corn than theirs. 
If to lie at the mercy of an enemy, 
it appears the same still; for I have 


on sackcloth, and humbly supplicat- 
ing God with prayers and tears, to 
remove this dreadful judgment; in 
the middle of his ejaculations, he 


strong holds and castles to repair to 
for my own safety. But the third is 
a calamity that threatens governors 
” © mcommon with their subjects. 
s he was thus deliberating, the 
Prophet pressed him to an immediate 
answer; to which he made this re- 
turn. That he would rather fall 
into the hands of God than of man; 
and therefore submitting himself to 
_ God's pleasure and goodness, he 
chose the pestilence, 
The Prophet had no sooner receiv- 
ed, and reported David's answer, 
than the Israelites were seized with a 
most unaccountable distemper, that 
was attended with certain death, and 
agaccompanied with accidents that baf- 
fled all the physicians, either to find 


the cause or remedy. S0 that in | 


fine they died in prodigious numbers. 
Some went off with gripes, and tor- 
ments that dispatched them in a trice; 
Some with faintness and languors, in 
daeespite of the physicians; others 
n with giddiness, dimness of sight, 
%%% 
Some again expired themselves, be- 

- Fore they could thoroughly perform 
the office of the burial for their dead 
; 8 friends. : £245 ' 5 1 ; * 7 2 | 
great, that betwixt break of day and 
Ainner- time, there were swept away 
by this pestilence, seventy thousand 

5 persons. DEN 4 25 | "ns $577 BE. 
The destroying- Angel was now 


© Ivy. 


% 
= 


in short, was so 


lifted up his eyes, and discovered an 
Angel, with a drawn sword, moving 
toward Jerusalem. ö 
Upon this appari 
into a more passionate exclamation, 
Lord, ſays he, punish the shepherd; 
but alas! what have these sheep 
done? Pour down thy wrath rather 
upon me and my father; but spare 
the innocent people, I beseech thee.” 
The earnest supplications of the 


| pious and patriot king, reached the 


throne of grace, and God immedi- 
ately put a stop to the pestilence; 
ordering the king, by the mouth of 
the Prophet Gad, to go up without 
delay to the threshing- floor of Ara- 
una, and there to erect an altar, and 
to offer sacrifice upon it. 
David went away to the place, ac- 
cording to his direction, where he 
found Araunah threshing his corn, 
who no sooner saw David and his 
Sons coming towards him, than he 
ran out with reverence to them. 
Now this Araunah was a 'Jebusite 
and so particular a friend of David's 
that he protected and secured him 
from all damage upon the very ta- 
king of the city, as had been before 
Oo CO TE OE3 IF oh 
At the king's 


8 & 


* 


approach, he thus 


humbly addressed him, © Is there any 
thing now that my Lord will be 
pleased to command of his servant? 
I come, said David, to buy your 
threshing - floor, and to raise an altar 


going to Jerusalem upon the same 


— 


rifice. 


Nay, 


to God upon it, and to offer sac 


tion he broke out 


\ 


: 


* 
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- my threshing-floor, but my ploughs, | 
my oxen, and burnt-offerings are all 
at my Lord's service. And 1 beseech 


that God to look graciously down 


upon your worship and Sacrifice,” 
The king was exceedingly pleased 
with the generosity and greatness of 


this go 


A it must be a purchase, not a 


5 for it would not be accepta- 


le, to offer a sacriſice that should 


cost him nothing. So Araunah com- 


mitted himself to David, Who gave 


him fifty Shekels for the floor; of- 
ik 5 9 and burnt-offerings, | 


ace-offerings upon it. After | 
RF solemnity, David was rein- 


stated in God's grace and favour. 


"Tam brought his son to, when 


he was commanded to offer him for 


a.. sactifice, -.. David's... grateful re- 
membrane of the favour of God in 


averting the a judgment at his 


intercession, and afterwards accept - 
ing the oblatians. he 
to a resolution te call. the whole 


place by the name of the peoples 
altar, or the Israslite's altar, and to 


build 2 temple. there; Which Þur- 


oc Was aſterward ratified by God | 
imself, Who sent his Pro phet to him 
| PEOPLE,” AND ADVICE ro HIS so 


with a predigion, that oo SUCCESSOT 

should there build a temple. 

David employed 8 ople upon this; 

to take an,account. how many stran- 

gers he had in his dominions, Who 

_ were. reckoned. to amount to about 

one hundred and eighty thougand | 
. 

Out of 1288 he chose eighty thou: | 

| Ko 49: work 1 ne the rest to 
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z0d man's mind; but told him, 


his wWas the place. whither Abra- 


red, came 


materials; ap pointing thix 
sand to oversee the workmen... 


a bee quantity of brass, iron, 
and cedar wood in abundance was 


brought from Tyre and Sydon. 
Though David told his, familiar 
friends, that — 4 materials were 


son should have occasion for 
- which would save time and trouble, 


yet, his son was too y and un · 
experienced to e a 


MON SPECIAL? INSTRUCTIONS, CON: 


FOURTH SON, ON HIS GRO WING IN. 
,.FIRM,; . CLAIMS THE... GOVERNMENT 
"BY SUCCESSION ; BUT RELINQUISH- 
'.ES' THE SAME UPON THE Or POST TI. 
"ON" OF” THE PEOPLE: "SOLOMON 


© BROCLAIMED/K 
> AETIONS A SHORT TIME BEFORE HIS 


DEATH, VIZ. HIS SPEECH ro THE 


CONCERNING THE WORK HE HAD 
LEFT HIM TO ACCOMPLISH; AND 


AFFAIRS, HIS; DEATH AND. 0 


Her 


Gen yas "the 9 ng condi» 


There was provided f 7 the people 
0 


only to, lie ready for use, hen his 
them,, 
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IMMEDIATE: HONOU R, WOoRSHIT 
AND SERVICE. ADONLJAH;: DAVID'S 


G. PAVIDS TRANS: 


THE FUTURE ADMINISTRATION OF | 
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tion of the Israelites, when David 
1 ale his R 


gave 


and expedite the work; but that as by : 
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be sure to attend it as 7 ts 
55 C 


gave hike Ipetial charge, that as 
soon as he came to the throne, he 


should enter upon the building of a 


temple, ſor the honour and worship 


of God: che Filerge, ran in terms to 


this effect. 


from Heaven, and the work reserved 
by Providence for my youngest son. 


This son, according to the predic- 
tion was tobe called Solomon, who 
should be a prince of peace; of whom 


it was foretold, that God would take 
him with a paternal affection into his 


care, and that the whole people of 


Israel should be happy under his ad- 


ministration; and enjoy not only a 


| prey (the greatest of all temporal 


lessings) with foreigners, but live 


free from any evil or intestine divi- 


sions among themselves. 


Now, continued David, e | 
were designed to be a king, even be- 


fore you were born, do you endeavour 


to behave ourself: as a man otherwise 


worthy of that honour conferred on 
you-by Providence; govern. yourself 
according to 
justice, and true fortitude; pay a 


reverence to the precepts, laws, and 
traditions of Moses; observe them re- 


ligio 
any violation of them in others. 


appointed to be built in your mien, 


do, and let not the difficulty of the 


Work . you ; 1 it shall 
be my care to have all theunaterials 
in 'readines for you to 2 Wu | 


© 


the measure of piety, 


As for the temple that God hath | 


u ought. to 
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usly yourself: nor do not suffer 


5 


K 


| 


_ 


any. other account; to attend the bu- 
siness of religion in the first place; 
for that alone would be sufficient to 
secure the peace and welfare of the 


t 
+ bb, x * 
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upon your first entrance upon the 5 
government of Israel. 5 
T have provided ten ons ta- 


lents of silver, brass and iron to an 


immense quantity, besides timber and | 


1 stone, in vast abundancdte. 

RE Lwouls have Fans u Wyse, but 
being frequently engaged in War, and 
cConsequently a man of blood, I was | 
forbidden by an express command : 


Fou shall have also many "coi | 
anne of carpenters and masons, and 
the means of supplying yourself with S 
what you want: 

" Attend your business with care and | 
dtspateh; for upon the finishing ok 


this undertaking, you may assure 
Vourself of the perpetual favour 2 | 


protection of Almighty God. 


Having delivered this charge to . . 


his son; David enjoined the princi- 


pal men of the several tribes to con- 


cur with Solomon, in the pious de- 
sign of rearing an edifice to perpe- 
tuate the glories of the God of Israel, 
and without being solicitous u * 
us. 


commonwealth; which are the ne- 
verfailing rewards of une | 


and justice. | 

Hle appointed alley that upon the : 
Shiching Tf - the temple, ie ark 
abend de placed in it, with all the 


holy 


have been there deposited long be- 5 
fore, if their: forefathers had observ- 


ed the injunction God laid upon them, ft 


of raising a temple to him imme- 
diately upon their 12217 into che 
land of promise. 
These counsels and een 
of David were addressed indifferently, 
both to * son and to the Princes. 
* i 


vessels and atensils thereunto - 
1 belong: ng, which he told them should 


BI 


Cy. 


= 
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Though David was not yet arrived 


to an age that was deemed an advan- 
ced one in those days of longevity,” 


(being now about seventy years old;) 


yet his constitution was greatly im- 


paired by the hardships he had un- 


dergone, both in escaping the mdig- 


* ITY) 


by hi 


lieve nature without force. 


nation of Saul, and in numberless 
campaigns; insomuch that his blood 
was so chilled, that all the coverings 
and blankets they could throw over 
him would not procure him any heat; 


so that a counsel of physicians was 


called, and they unanimously agreed, 
that the best thing for a man under 


such circumstances, was a fair and 


young (c) bed- fellow; as the warmth 
2 55 gentle and kindly, would re- 

| fo They. 
foung out upon this, in the city, a 


very beautiful woman that came up 
exactly to their prescription, and put 
her to bed to him. Her name was 


Ges, and her business only to lie 
im, and comfort him; which she 


might safely and innocently do, the 


king being now past the temptations 


of all irregular dispositions 
David had a fourth son, whose 
name was Adonijah, born to him by 
Haggith; and the next after Absalom, 
in point of beauty, stature, and grace- 
fulness of person; nay, and in his 
ambition too, he was not far behind 


hind 


This Adonijah (Absalom being b 


dead) laid claim to the government, 


Ry 


9 


(c) It is the obſervation of Galen, that nothing a0 e. 


Qually procures heat and health, as the application of 
any thing-young to the stomach ; the advice eres, 5 


| David's physicians was physealiy Soo but it had been 
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diery, were ina different interest, 


"ASC Were WEEDS, ob 
.... The. prophet Nathan took notice 
of this to 


1s the next in success ion, and o 
ing many friends by interest ar 


while his father innocently suffered 


him to go on, without the least check 
or caution; nay, or so much as ask- - 
ing him che design of this mighty pre- 


paration. 


His chief accomplices were Joab 
the general, and Abiathar the high- 
priest; but Zadock the high priest, 
and the prophet Nathan, Benaiah the 
ards, Shimei thekings 


captain of the 
friends, and the generality of the sol. 


opposed his measures. 


To strengthen his interest, and pro - 
mote. his ambitious design, Adonjah 
prepared a mighty treat in the sub - 
urbs of Jerusalem, near the fountain 
in the king's gardens. 


To this entertainment he invited 


all his brothers, save only. Solomon, 


and there was Joa also, and Abia- 
| iefs of the tribe of 
Judah; but neither Zadock, Nathan, 


thar,, and the c 


Benaiah, nor any others of that inte- 


athsheba, the mother of 
Solomon, in these words. Look 
ye; here is Adonijah setting himself 
up for king, and David knows no- 
thing of what's done: wherefore let 


—_ — 1 bY 
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Such customs have taken place in the eastern nation 
from the most early period of time, and although they ar 


* 
not allowed among Christians, yet under the Jewish tho- 
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po- 
pularity to assist him, toward the 
gaining of his point. He furnished _ 
Ease with a pompous equipage of 
| chariots, horses, guards and the ike; 


Wo 


+ a, Sas — D * 


matter watt 


N ur care, as well for your son's 
As for your own, to look after 


15 this affair. 1 | 
80 you to David, and when you 
EM Vo him alone, remind him of his 


oath that Solomon should reign after 


him ; and yet Adonijah is as good as 
upon the throne already. 


While vou are discoursing chis 


the king, I may come 


into the chamber to you, and second : 


_ your information.” 


Bathsheba followed the peopherts | 


"dice. went in to the king, where 
she made her reverence :- and after 
leave given her to deliver Flat abe 


had te say, she gave David an ac- 


ecunt of the affair in the wy words 
the prophet had dictated to 


of Adonijah! s entertainment ; whom 
lie Had invited; and whom he had left 
out.” Also, that the people were in 
a suspense what to do, till he should 
Geelare his successor, and that her 
own life; and her sons, were both at 
Win upon the issue. 

While Bathsheba was relating Hol 
"Servants brought 


Fs been tlie king's 
word, that the Nope Nathan Was 


2 


er, tel- 


ling him! moreover the circumstances 
surance, she submissively took her 


at the door to wait upon him. He 


Was immediately called in, and upon 
dhe vety instant of entering the royal 
resence, he asked David in some 


5 Pp kaslon, Whether or no he that 


day transferred his government to 


Adonijah, and declared him his suc- 


eessor? He has made a very splen- 
High Priest and the Prophet, com- 
mand was farther given, that they 
should conduct him through the 


did feast. invited sueh and such per- 


tons to it; 
_ others, : and now are they eatingdrink- 


omitted such and such 


ing, and making merry, with healths 


| — — to _- honour of 


1 
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the guards, were invited. 
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royal 


— 


[wir nes King Ace n: but — 
neither himself, Zadock the high- | 
priest,--and Benaiah the captain of 


Now, it would be well, added the 
Prophet; to let the world understand 
whether this be done with yourknow- | 
ledge and approbation, or not.” 

Bathsheba, who withdrew when the 
Prophet came im, was now, by the 
king's order, called for back again. 
She was accordingly brought to Da- 
vid, and he addressed her in this man- 


ner. The thing that I have sworn 


formerly, I do now swear over again, 


in the presence of the great God. 
Your son Solomon shall reign after 


me, and sit upon my throne; and 
you shall see it done this very day. 
Upon which declaration àßd as- 


leave, wishing the king a long and . 


prosperous life. 


The king thus warned by the pro- 
phet Nathan, immediately determi- 
ned to put into execution his resolu- 
tion concerning the elevation of his 


son Solomon tò the throne of Israel, 
after his decease, the abolishing the | 


claim of Adoni ijah, he sent for Za- 
dock and Benaiah, and bade them 
take the prophet Nathan, and the 
guards with them; mount So- 


lomon' upon the king's mule, carry 


him out of the city to the fountain, 


that is called Gihon, there anoint him 


with holy oil, and proclaim him king. 


- This office assigned to the 


heart of the city with trumpets 


tans. + before him, and a * 
oft 


Book V. 
of troops following with shouts and 
rejoicings, crying, Long live king So- 


ther had declared him his successor. 


— 


the whole Mtion of the Israelites, ac- 


sSures of piety. and * 
Benaiah, after t 
upon Solomon, and the whole pro- 


to their order, to execute the office 
7 ĩÄé0' 
king's mule; conducted him out of 
the city to the fountain; anointed 
him back again, attended with the 
-acclamations, an | 
Wishes of the people for his long and 
happy reign. 
terwards to the palace, and 
him upon his father's throne. | 
This solemnity being over, the 
people devoted themselves to jollity, 
feasting, musick, dancing, and all 
other cheerful diversions, to such a 
_ degree of transport and rejoicings, 


NR 1 4 the 5 
joy coming to the ears of Adonijah 


8 


18 (a) Horns of the Altar. There is no precept in the 
| Jew h law by which the Altar is made a Sanctuary, nor 
is their any forbidding it, yet in conformity to the customs 
ol other nations, the ,Jews seem to have done it; for that 


sage in Virgil?“ 
ALualibus orabat dictis araſque tenebat. 
IT was thus he pray d, and thus the Altars held. 
3 And it seems not unlikely, that as the people, when 


n 2 6 
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and his guests, it did not e sur- 


lomon ! to the end, that the whole 
nation might be apprised, that his fa- 


David, on this solemn occasion, 
laid on his son the strict charge to go - 
vern not only the tribe of Judah, but 
cording to the strictest rules and mea- 


5 is, with an affec- 
tionate ejaculation for God's blessing 


ceeding, went instantly away with 
the rest of the company, according 


They mounted Solomon upon che 


him with holy oil, and then brought 
the unanimous 
They brought him af- 
placed 


| horns 
that the clamour of their extravagant 


other nations uſed the same custom, appears from that pas- 
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prize them; Joab himself declaring, 
that the noise he heard of shouts and 
trumpets did not at all please him; 
indeed, it gave such a damp to their 
jollity, and disrelish to their enter- 
tainment, that none of them had any 
appetite to enjoy what was before 
While they where in this melan- 
choly posture, Jonathan, the son of 
Abiathar the Hi gh-Priest, came run- 
ning to them in great haste, and 
Adonijah, not apprehending the dole- 
ful purport of his AW. but ra- 
ther that he brought good news, re- 
ceived him cheerfully. — 8 


When Jonathan gave them the 
whole relation of the king's orders, 
and the proceeding concerning Solo- 
mon; they had no sooner heard the 
| elkicholy circumstance, than every 
man slinked away from the banquet, 
to his own home. 8 EE 1 
Adonijah indeed, conscious to him- 
self of an indignity, too great to be 
. forgiven, fled for sanctuary to the 
(d) of the altar, and ho beg- 
: 7-9: 
When Solomon came to under- 
stand the fate of Adonijah, and that 
he insisted upon some security to be 
given him for an indemnity from pu- 
nishment, with as much prudence as 
clemency, he granted him a pardon 
1 | IT - 


— 


* 
* o 


they came into the land of, Canaan, had cities appointed 
| Oy God, whereumo the manslayer might flee ;/ so while 
ti. ey continued in the wilderness, the camp of the Levites, 
might ſerve for the same pu ; and from the words in 
Exodus xxi. 14. Where God onlered the wilful murderer 
to be taken from the Altar, that he may die, it seems un- 
questionably true, that even in the land of Canaan, the 
Altar continued a sanQuary for thoſe; who fled to t. 


for 


, 


20 
=... 


for what was past; but with a pre- 
should be found in any such practice 


to be brought to him from his place 
of refuge; and when he had paid 


again in peace, an 
for the time to come like a good man, 
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David, esteeming it necessary for 


fect which he summoned all the 
*princes to Jerusalem, together with 


caution, to beware how he behaved 
himself for the future; for if he 


again, his destruction should lie at 


his on door. : 8 
Whereupon Solomon ordered him 


his duty and reverence to the new. 

king, he bade him go to his own house 
to behave himself 

as he respected his own interest and 


the future peace and tranquility of 


the kinadom that Solomon ahould:| 
be proclaimed and recognized FIOg 


of the whole nation of Israel; to ef- 


the priests and Levites; and found 


_upon the roll thirty eight thousand 


thirty y 
number there were twenty thousand 


men among them, that were above 
years of age; out of which 


to attend the building of the tem- 
ple; judges and their clerks six thou- 


sand; four thousand porters belong- | 
ing to the house of God, and as many 
singers and musicians, of which we 
have already hinted, he divided into 
pPriests from the rest of the tribe, he 
found twenty-four of them; that is, 
sixteen descended from Eleazar, and 
eight from Ithamar; appointing e- 


very family to officiate eight days, 


ads from sabbath to sabbath, and so 
to proceed in regular succession. 
I ̃ be lots of the whole were cast in 
the presence of David, and of the 
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High- Priests, Zadock and Abiathar, 
together with the heads of the tribes. 
The lot that came out first, bein 
entered upon the roll (the first fa- 

mily) and to the second, and the 

third, &c. to the twenty-fourth, in 
order as it happened, which way of 
distribution continues in use to this 
8 He divided the tribe of Levi also 
in twenty-four parts, to succeed one 
afteranother, according to the chance 
of the lot: in the same manner with 


the priests: but the preference was 
Still given to the posterity of Moses, 
to whom were committed the custo- 
dy of the holy treasure, and the dis- 
posal of the bounties and donations 
of princes, and royal benefactors. 

Hle likewise ordered the whole 
tribe of Levi, and the priests, to at- 
tend the service of God, day and 
night in their turns, according to 


the primitive institution of Moses. 
„Having thus judiciously divided 


the tribes, and appointed the manner 
in which they should respectively 
succeed, to the sacred functions of the 


temple; he proceeded to the arrange- 
ment of his whole army into twelve 
divisions, with their commanders in 


chief, inferior officers, and their sub- 


ordinates; every division to consist 


of twenty-four thousand men, and 
each of those divisions to do a 
| month's duty to their respective 
courses, upon the guard of Solomon's 


palace, together with their respective 


commanders; every part to have its 


distinct officer or judge; and or- 


| dained that he should be a man of 


approved integrity. 
| He appointed also overseers of the 
” king's 


\ 
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if bandry, flocks, and herds, &c. whom 


to this wise conclusion, he called a 


gistrates, the princes of the tribes, the 


that 1 have had it a long time in my 
thought to erett a temple to the Lord, 
and 1 treasured up a great quantity 


of the prophet Nathan, to put a stop 
f 4 R k * ; 6 : 8”; , „ + 0 
tomy design, upon this consideration, 


- EY 
he * 
- 


king's income, vineyards, lands, hus- 
it would be too tedious here to re- 
%%% Eg 2s, 3 
WMhen the king had brought things 
general assembly of the Hebrew ma- 


officers of the army, and the managers 
of the revenue, and then raising him- 


self upon an eminence, spoke to the 


people from his throne to the follow- 


I am now to give you to under- | 


stand, my countrymen and brethren, 


of gold, and a hundred thousand ta- 
lents of silver toward the charge of 
the undertaking; but it hath pleased 
God in his providence, by the mouth 


that he would not have the founda- 
tion of his holy house laid by hands 
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} thought themselves injured# where- 


that had been dipped in blood, Which 
mine have inevitably been, though in 


the blood of your enemies, by reason 


of the wars I have been forced into, 
in the righteous and necessary defence 
and vindication of your liberties. But, 
the prophet told me further, that God 


would transmit the care of it to my 


son and successor, both to begin and 
finish the work. You know that our 
father Jacob had twelve sons; and 

that Judah was yet chosen by common 


consent to be ruler of all the rest. 


You know likewise, that I myself, 


though there were six brothers of us, 
was advanced by God to the govern- 
ment, and that none of the fest 
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fore I must now require in like man- 
ner of you, and of all my sons, that 
you submit: cheerfully and dutifully 
to my son Solomon; and that you 
do it without any murmuring, faction, 
or civil dissension; for it is from God's 
immediate command and commission 


ought you now to be for the choice 
of so near a relation, when you your- 


see God's gracious. promises take a 


and lasting possessio of the blessings 
they are to 10 under the reign of 


el, to Solomon) my dear son will be 


to your wish, so long as you govern 
according to piety and justice, with a 


man, upholding in the steps of your 
forefathers; but whenever you trans- 

Brees these bounds, there is nothing 
but misery and ruin to be expetted as 


cellent counsel, both to his people 
and son, concerning the reciprocal 
duties they owed each other, in the 
presence of a mighty concourse, he 
delivered to Fs RS a draught of 
the form and model of the temple, 
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that he derives his authority. If that 
God $hould have set even a stranger 
over you, how great a folly and wick. 
edness it would have been for you to 
murmur at it? but how: thankful 


selves are partakers of the honour 
that is done to your brother. There 
is nothing I so much long for, as to 


speedy effett ; and the whole people 
without any more delay put into a full 


Solomon. All this (addręſſing Zim- 


respect to your duty both to God and 


| | When David bad finiched bis ex- 


made good, and every thing succeed 


from top to bottom, such as the foun- 
dation and superstructure; the height 
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-thorized, and Predetermined: him to | 


. cutters, and other workmen; a great 


unanimously concurred, both princes, 


Ke two thousand, one hundred and eighty seven pounds, 


88 ee 


mung 
. 


goo 


vate cells, their number and dimen- 
sions; What vessels of gold and sil- 
ver were to be provided, with direc- 
tions for their precise weight. iT. 

Hle also exhorted him at the same 
time, to carry on the work with di- 
ligence, and 1 5 the buildings in a 
proper manner, likewise pressing the 
Princes and the tribes of Levi to con- 
tribute their assistance; not only in 


e 


0 to bis youth; and want of ex- 


rience, but out of a reverence to 
Us Hine commission, which both en- 
titled him to the government, and au- 


A IRS CB 


province. 6 
And, as a farther encouragement, | 
 obverved, that it would not be a work 
of any great diffeulty (for the mate- 
rials were provided to their hand), $0 
many talents of gold, more of cilver, 
stone and timber; carpenters, stone - 


treasure in emeralds, and other pre- 
cious stones, over and above; beside 
a further sup Py of. (c) three thou- 
sand talents of the purest gold, out 
of his own treasury, for the adorning | 
. of the Holy Place, and the chariot. | 
of God, 1256 the cherubims chat were 
vt cover the. ark... 5, 
The assembly pleased with the . pi- 

"ous and spirited address of the ing, 


people and Levites in their respect- 


ive Promotgon. of the arduous under- | 
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and 8 of the fabrick; the pri- | 


taking, and proppged very large wh 
tributions. 

They offered among them to brit 
in V 5 thousand talents of ring 
a hundred thousand of silber, ten 
thousand- shekels, and an immense 
mass of iron, They had precious 
stones, brought them into the trea- 
sury, where they were deposited in 
the custody of one Jalus, o che race 
of Moses. 

The people were e infinitely pleased 
upon the whole, and David above 
all the rest, to see such an universal 
agreement and Kunene. both in 
princes, priests, and people, towards 
carrying on the work; for Which he 
blessed God with a loud voice, in the 
stile of Father, and Creator. of 12 
ven and earth; the governor an 755 
tector of the. Iſraelites, and the 1 
Jed fountain of e to the es- 


7 e committed. to fis charge. 


He. conclude 


* 


* 


d his devotions with 
a fervent prayer for the comfort and 
happiness of the nation; and with 
particular wishes of peace of con- 
science, and the blessing ol an un- 
"potted /1 innocence AE integrity on 
his SON... - 

e then. called pon "the prople to 
join with him in [upon th to Almigh 
FE God for all ;his-mereies.;,upon, Tod 
they, fell upon. their faces and wor- 
$hipped; and coming afterwards to 


David, made their acknowledge- | 
A for all he benefits and n- 


oY 


Hetzer ge * 22 rden f 
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thousand, three 


. event undred d. an 1 pounds, and 


six ounces; and their value in gold amdnted A 
millions, four — a 0 Cart 
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six — and their value in gold ele to twenty 

seven millions, three hundred Dart 1 fwe nd 

az 8 e 75 
ages 
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tages they had enjoyed under his 
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of his king, 


Teign. 


thousand rams, and a thousand lambs 


for a burnt- offering; and afterwards, 
many thousand victims more for 
peace-offerings. It was a day dedi- 


cated to feasting, both by the king 


ee. 
Solomon was now a second time 


anointed, declared and recognized 


by the people, for their lawful king, 


and Zadock, by the voice, of the 


whole multitude, appointed their 


; High-P riest, -. - 


Thus generally acknowledged by | 


the common voice, Solomon was con- 
ducted to the place, and placed up- 


on his father's throne; from which 
day forward, the people paid him 
true an 


d faithful allegiance as king 


over Israel. 


Sood king David, finding himself 
decline daily, and perceiving that his 
dissolution approached, sent for his 
son Solomon, in order to bestow on 
him his last advice, and take his final 
e 3 II LR 
When he approached his venera- 
ble father: he addressed him in this 


pious and pathetic strain, Son I am 


going to my fathers; and you that I 
leave behind me, are in due time to | 
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: 


1 


- (a) Iniguity of Joab From the instruftions which 
David here gives to his son Solomon concernin Joab and 


Shemei, many have been led to think, that he left the 


world in a very vindittive and unforgiving tempet ; but 


this miscoriception, arises ſrom nothing else but'a want of 
distinguihing, between the same person, when acting or 
- advising in a publick, and when in a private capacity). 
| 3 


Joab did many valourous and brave acts for the 


LY 


ay following Was a great day 7 
of sacrifices; a thousand calves, a 


* 
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come to me; which ig no more than 
the paying of the common debt to na- 
ture. There is no returning from 
the grave, and when we are gone. 
'we have done with this world for ever. 
Wherefore while I am yet among the 
living, and before it be too late, let me 
remind you of the ſame thing once a- 
gain, that I have ſo often mculcated 


on you heretofore. 


_ Govern your ſubjects according to 
Juſtice. Worſhip that God from whom 
you have received your dignity as well. 
as your being, as you are bound to 


a Tr al 8 
... Obſerve has precepts, and keep his 
| laws, as they have been handed down 
to you from Moſes; and take care, 
| that you never forſake them, neither 
for fear, flattery, or any other paſſion 
or intereſt whatſoever. ', For other- 
wiſe, you can never pretend to hope 
for the bleſſings of God's favour and 
1 3 15 get 
But i you behave your ſelf with re- 
verence and ſubmiſſion towards God, 
asg you ought to do, and as I wiſh you 
may do, your kingdom will be eſtabliſh- 
ed to your ſelſ, and the ſucceſſion of it 
continued in your family, from gene- 
ration to generation. | 
Let me nowrremind you of the ini- 
-quity of Joab, (a) in the murder of 
Abner, the ſon of Ner and of Amafa, 


jo "IBS ER 8 


then he sullies the whole, by his barbarous murders, and in- 
solent behaviour. + | ate 
Sheme1 curses David in the time of his troubles, and 
yet David forgives him, and promises he shall not die. 
They both of them had committed crimes enough to for- 
feit their lives; but David thinking it not adviseable, / 2 — 
reasons of state, to Seize either of them at present, but di- 
refts his son, if ever they give him a sufficient provocation, 


the enlargement of his domingons, but | 


not to spare them; and in so doing, he is not to be cousi- 
4 H FER | dered 
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and bieten of the fabrick ; the pri- 
vate cells, their number and dimen- 
sions; What vessels of gold and sil- 
ver were to be provided, with direc- 
tions for their precise weight, 3 
He also exhorted him at the same 
time, to carry on the work with di- 
ligence, and [a the buildings in a 
proper manner, like wise pressing the 
Princes and the tribes of Levi to con- 
tribute their assistance; not only in 


3 


n 


Neri 


2 e his, youth, and want of ex- 


erience, but out of a reverence to 
is divine commission, which both en- 
"titled him to the government, and au- 
thoriaed and predetermined. him to 
this province, 
And, as a farther encouragement, 
| Obderved, that it would not be a work 
ol any great difficulty (for the mate- 
rials were provided to their hand), 80 
many talents of gold, more of silver, 
stone and timber; carpenters, stone - 
_ cutters, and other workmen; a great 
treasure in emeralds, and other pre- 
; cious stones, Oyer and moves Le 
1 further sup 
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bin g, and propozed very large con- 
tributions, | 
They offered among them to bring 

| 
a hundred thousand of Silver, ten 
thousand shekels, and an immense 
mass of iron, They had precious 


stones, brought them into the trea- 
sury, where they were UA ee 1n 
the re 


the custody of one  Jalys, 9 
. 255 55 , 3 
people wer Inhnit cas 
upon 2 vm 100 Nic pleas 
all the rest, to see such an universal 
agreement and willingness, both in 
Princes, priests, and peop le, towards 
carrying on the work; for Which he 


n 


blessed God with a Jour voice, in the 


stile of Father, and Creator. of 55 


ven and earth; the governor 6 and br 


teftor. of, the Ifraelites,. and the. 
Jed fountain of 1 apencts to the Lev. 
Sle committed to Jus charge... 
He concluded his devotions 1. 
a fervent Prayer for the comfort and 
happiness of the nation; and with 
particular Wishes gf peace of con- 
Science, and the bl lessing of an un- 
| spotied; innocence AN integrity on 
| his son. . a 
. He Then. called 1385 the people to 
join with him in thanks to Almight 
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ople and Leyites in their tespect- 
1ve K promorgon. of the arduous under 
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t 
God for all his mercy | 3,upon, whi {4 
they fell upon their faces, and Wor- 
shipped; and coming a terwards to 
David, made their . 98 : 
. for all He Renee and adyan- | 


7 


neren 6 . of Arten == Ine . 
12 CO. we thousand and 
- 2 5 l pe OE I three en an Fee e pounds, and 
* Sie 57/7 and their value in gold amounted to twenty 


seven millions, three dnn 1 W 125 thousand 
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tages they h 


and people. 


anointed, declared and recognized 
by the people, for their lawful king, 


and Zadock, by the voice of the 
whole multitu 
High -Priest. 


Thus generally acknowledged by 


the common voice, Solomon was con- 


ducted to the place, and placed up- 


on his father's throne; from which 
day forward, the people paid him 


true and faithful allegiance as king 

__ oxen barach.-: FF 
SGood king David, fi 
decline daily, and perceiving that his 


dissolution approached, sent for his 
son Solomon, in order to bestow on 
him his last advice, and take his final 


lead 5: | 


When he approached bis Venen | 
ble father: he addressed him in this 


pious and pathetic strain, Son I am 


going to my fathers; and you that 7 
leave behind me, are in due time to | 
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. Joab did many valourous and brave acts for che ö 
| of his king, fat | 
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ad enjo Co under his 8 
oc ” = Ile payong of the common debt to na- 
Ihe day following was a great day 
of sacrifices; a thousand calves, a 

thousand rams, and a thousand lambs 
for a burnt- offering; and afterwards, 
many thousand victims more for 
peace-offerings. It was a day dedi- 
cated to feasting, both by the king 


e, appointed their 


fes 


nding himeelt 


la) Iniguity of Joab From the instruftions which 
David here gives to his son Solomon concernin Joab and 
| - Shemery many have been led to think, that he left the 
world in a very vindiftive and unforgiving temper ; but 
2%, this miseor.ception, arises ſrom nothing else but'a want of 
| distinguishing, between the same person, when acting or 
advising in a publick, and when in a private capacity. 
"cat 


the enlargement of his domimons, but not to spare them; and in so doing, he is not to be consi- 
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cone to me vohich is no more than 
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ture. There is no returning from 
the grave, and when we are gone, 


'we have done with this world for ever. 
Wherefore whale I am yet amon the 


living, and before it be too late, let me 7 


remind you of the ſame thing once a- 
gain, that I have fo often inculcated 


on you heretofore... 


Govern your ſubjecls according. to 


juſtice. Worſhip that God from whom 


you have received Fur IAA as well. 


as your being, as you are bound to 


0. a ute ne 2 
Ob ſerve has precepts, and keep his 


laws, as they have been handed down 
to you from Moſes; and take care, 
that you never forſake them, neither 

e flattery, or any other paſſion 
or [intereſt whatſoever. , For other- 
wiſe, you can never pretend to hope 


for the bleſſings of God's favour and | 
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But if you behave your ſelf with re- 


verence and ſubmiſſion towards God, 


As you ought to do, and as I wiſh you 


may do, your kingdom will be eftabliſh- 


ea eee and the ſucceſſion of it 
continued in your family, from gene- 


ration to generation. 


Let me now remind you of the ini- 


quity of - Foab, (a) in the murder of 
Abner, the ſon of Ner and of Amafa, 


then he sullies the whole, by his barbarous murders, and in- 
solent behaviour, . * 
Shemei curses David in the time of his troubles, and 
yet David forgives him, and promises he shall not die. 
They boch of them had committed crimes enough to for- 


feit their lives; but David thinking it not adviseable, 2 | 
reasons of state, to Seize either of them at present, but di-. 


reQts his son, if ever they give kim a sufficient provocation, 


4 H ET dered 


the Jon of Fether, two greut eee 
and worthy men ; and all this 1 : 
out of malice and envy.” Tou may 
| by ham as you think fit. 
LEM _ of at: 46. 2 had, 
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| Gilendite, Fa 2 20 re you (pee my i| 
Jae to be very kind to them, and to | 
do them all the good oices you can 
not as an abligalion, but in reguital 
3 the generous friendſhips I receiv- 
. their father in the time 
my banaſhment, which I Teckoned as 
4 debt enoumbent 88 our Whole\ TY | 
N 65 for. the 5 of Gora, Rat the. 
8 that hunted me with fuch 
Bitten curing and reviling in the” 
days of my perſecution at Mahanaim, 
and afterwards meeting me at the vi- 
ver Jordan, obtained my pardon for 
it; ou may take ſome eee 
occaſon to ata. tam yer ow that ) 
ws 4 
Arridg thus ehren his) genti..; 
—_—_ ments and counsel to his son, both 
concerning his duty towards God; 1 
tmtttzhe administration of justice, the 
requiting of his friends, and the pu- | 
* nishing of his enemies, David ve 
8 es _ On in i _ ,, 7008 Your, 


Vi 


* 


| ho "oof man, ing upon the p -r re. 
entment, but as a e e vernor, giving Ivice to his ; 
"501 and successor in affairs of state. 


It was for the public good that such eſtenden as Joab 4 

and Sbemei could suffer at a proper time, and as Provi- : 
: gene should direct; and therefore, since his promise and 
20 Sach to the one of da. and the formidable power and in- . 


iS . rest of the other, had restrained them in his life-time, from : 
nishing them as they deserved; and since it would have | 
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the re righteous, and humane 8 
1 alk. - 
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Ka one in . any N to the od of. his 
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1 I I pA 
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of his g Aer he al bed se- 
ven years and six months over the 
tribe of Judah at Hebron, and thirty- 
three ber e over oy Israel and ; 
Jerusalem. e ee 
He was a man of great e 5 
| and endued with all the royal ex- 
cellencies that could qualify a knee 5 
for the discharge of so great a trust. 
He was valiant, and often signalized 
His courage, both in single combat 
and general 'rencounters, ex posing 
his person to the most imminent ha- 
wird 4 in the defence of his people. 
He swayed his soldiers by his exam- 


ple, rather than by, wc 7 of bis 1 


discipline. 
He was deine in ah e of 
his councils; of a singular presence 
of mind; of sharp foresight in the 
improving all advantages, and the 
ob viating of foreseen difficulties. 
To this he was temperate and so- 
tender towards 


He was a prince that never Mitte | 
an ill use of his power, saving * 7 
in the-case of the'wife of Uria 5 5 

e left a treasure to his $uccessor 
Fierter than ever any other prince : 
ge. ee left before hm. 

"TOY Was Art buried at Jerusalem, | 

| "with 
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$on's reign, to suffer jack Ne e to go . 7 
shed.; he recommended. to his son the. .cengideration of 


there. things, and like a wise magistrate, laid a scheme for 


the punishment of wickedness, without regard 40 any 5 5 


vate eve] 


(5) Buried at alem. Iris e very unac- 
9 ble, that fees: place of this ede Y 
chre&which both the Chaldeans and the Romans, at their 
1 of Keel thought proper to spare, .should no, 

eee the least remains of 
it: 


a . 


with all ha) evleninighas royal pomp 

= magnificence; and to add to the 
splendor of the ceremony, his son 
Solomon deposited in en neee 


an estimable &reaSUre 17 mor 629% 
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| SOLOMON'S. EEE AGGESSION: 4 
"THE THRONEQFISRAEL.:CAUSES'ADO- | 
= e 494B, AND SH IMEI, TO BE 
FU TO DEATH, AND ,ABIATHAR. TO 

by E. DEPOSEDP FROM... THE PRIEST. 

. HOOD, FOR THEIR JOINT CONCUR- | 
' "RENCE, IN ENDEAVOURING T0 OB. 
TAN THE cROW]N FOR His ELDER | 
BROTHER. MARRIES THE *DAUGH: ? 
TER OF THE KING OF EGYPT: "GIVES * 
© *EVIDENT' TOKENS OF HIS SUPERIOR 


„ 


WISDOM AND POWER IN DixERS 
ACTS: OF IMPORFANCEE.'* BUT IS AT 
ILENGTHSHAMEEULET DRAWN INTO 
IDOLATR Y BY THE eee 
LOVE; OF WOMEN. r EY 2 106-8 


A Dam that onthe of T6 ; 
rael, and servant of the most 

high God, having done honour to 
his crown by the signal services he 
performed for his country, left be- 
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total depri vation oft 


king an 


* 


are rendered compleat! y happy; by a 
ose passions 


which agitate the flesh, and are the 


inseparable e wee of morta-· 
18 | 

Solomon his son "want whe 2 
gane of Israel, by the decree of an 


over: ruling Providence, and the spe- 


cial appoinmene. of his deceased 
oa acclamation of the * 8 455576 

But Adonijah, who had Wa an 
attempt upon the government, du- 
ring the life of his father, applied 


himself in an artful address to Bath 
sheba, the king's mother. She receiv- 
ed him with. great courtesy, and 22 


large assurances of her assistance in 


any thing that ee in her pow- 


e 
Upon this encouragement he came 
er to his point, and thus . 
spoke her. Exreat 72 I need 
not tell you, that if 1 were di ee 


to be troubleſome upon. the turn go. 


Hind. him a remarkable instanee of vernment; the: rig. of priory, and 
; AI! Ran Ut Ing e e be- ere of te People would ”— 
N — 11 FE) ha: „ 2 : AP 3 — 1 77 2 


a 


it: the Bock of Palle, bowever, are an i ET monu- 
ment of his most excellent genius, and redound more to his 
glory than the most elegies; and the following 
epita b, which the author of the Ecclesiasticus has conse- ; 
crated to his memory, will wn when brass and mhatble | 
hall hen more. 
1 chejar is taken away Frei the peare-olfering, v0 Y 

Was David chosen out of the people of Israel. He play. | 7 
ed with young lions as with kids, and with bears as E 
lamps; 15 Slew a giant when he was young, ant! 

away reproach" from his people; for he called upon 
most hig Lon; and he gave strength-to his ri bene 
W e W 0 0 warrior, ang to set up the horn of his 


5 


* 


i - | 
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el him with ten thousands, 


, So dhe peof 
ings of the Lord; for he des 


and praised him in b 


father, and with the univer- | 


troyed 


the enemies on every side, and brought to nought the Phi- 


listines, his adversaries; in all his works he praised the holy 
One most high, and blessed the Lord with words of 


gleqy; he set zinger also befare dhe altar, that by their 


voices, they might make sweet melody, and daily sing 


praises in their s. songs. He beantified their feasts, and set 


their solemn times in order: the Lord took away 
his sins, and exalted his horn for ever; be gave him a co- 
a of 1 glory in ld. 
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nevolence towards matkindji was at 
length wafted through the gloomy 

passage of death to that world of 
spirits, where bliss uninterrupted 
reigns for ever, and immortal minds 
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* A 
au. Bur fhics it hath pleaſed | 
89> TGod to devolveit — your ſon So- 


lemon, am the king's humble ſer- 
want, and all content myſelf with | 


COMPLETE: msrory e 


dle bounds of my preſent condition. 
I lave only one thingito'beg"of you,” 
hich ts, that you will be pleu ſed to 
uſe "top intereſt with your ſon, on my 

_ behalf, that hoy be eee e o 
5 take Abiſhag to wife. © ; 
JJ +4 my father David' 7 
_— only to tech him warm in his extreme. 
= decay of heat, and undoubtediy he wy 
l her a virgin as he found her. 
Buathsheba promised him due utter. f 
1 most in her o wer, and encouraged | 


Him to hope r success; for Solomon * 
5 she doubted not, would most readily 
* _ agree to the joint request of his bro- 
1 be: r, and his mother, in a ee, : 

= a than this appeared to be. 
This was a pleasing promise to A 5 
_ - Gonijah from Bathsheba, who went di- 
rectly to her son, to confer with _ | 
—_— upon 7 the matter. 


ther, and taking 
ducted her to his bed- chamber, where 
. he placed her on his right-hand upon 
aà chair of state. N 
Sooner seated, but she presently en- 
_ *ered upon her business, and thus ad- 
Aressed che king. Son, I have an 

A humble ſuit to lay before you, and it | 


ould refuſe it. ; 
5 The he ingbired abs: Soba | 


| of it it with 25 * a5 if 


— 


a (ep Sent þ Batak Is ky very — 
LT among princes, to employ their officers,” or greatest 
” dents, in such like executions. In Dan. ii. 24. we 


Solomon rose up to meet his mo- iq | 
her in his arms, con- 


Bathsheba was no 


would trouble me not 4 te of you 4 


. ene 


ww 


1 
A0 1 


there were any dil for hokiciank, N 

Which a dutiful child could deny to 
his mother. He therefore intreated 
her to go on, and to depend upon his 


readiness to comply with her desire 8 


in any thing he could do. 
Thus encouraged: she ed. 
Son, I make it my requeſt, that you 
will give Abiſhag in rare to, * . 
brother Adonijan. 
The king started all this proposal 
in a surprize, and dis missed his mo- 
ther with these words. Adoniſah 
has more ambitious defigns in his 
head than the marrying of . Abiſhag. 
"Why. does he not ſpeak, plain rather, 
and put in his claim to the kingdom, 
as elder brother; which he miglit as 
nNoneſtiy laue done, and with 5 ee | 
trouble. c 
* Firſt, © He defires Abi hag in mar- : 
iriage;- and then ' he has procured 
great friends and intereſt” to ſupport 
hs preten/ions. © Suck as Joab the 
general, «Abtathar the high Brief, 
hav others. © | 
Solomon deliberating s the 
present state of things, (c) sent Be- 
naiali, the captain of the guard, with 
a commission forthwith to kill his 
brother; and then calling for Abia- 
4 thar;” the hi an e he told him, 
that though. d deserved to die, 
yet in regard of the services he had 
done. his father, and of the. part he 
bore in bringing back the ark, his 
Punishment should be only banish- 
ment, 7 bog Chg says he, 1 


1 


PCPs 


13 Sarah . je not interpret _ vos” and 


therefore we need the less wonder, that we find Solomon 


read, that Nebuchadnezzar ſent Arioh, who was chief 7 


5 


8 commander * 5 to OP the w/e men "YE: Ba- n 


ploying Benjamin, captain of his, GS in the **. 
e = 6 al de aller Aoi. . gl 


immediately 


* | . ö f 
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immediately from this place, and let 
mine eyes never: fee you more. Be- 
_ take yourſelf to your own: home; fi- 

youre. habitation in the country, and 
there continue to the day of: your 

% aoultg al af ono 0 
Tou have been falſe to me in join- 

ing with Adonijali, and for that fault, 
tus is your ſentence. You haue made 
vou ſelf unworthy of the honour o 

rte prteſth 


Farmarg-yow all rexercefe! the unc. 


' ness,.and\likewise to acquit both him- 
self and father; of 


%%% ͤçd J ¼ ä ür . 
Abiathar thus dismissed from the 
sacerdotal office, that dignity de- 
volved from the house of Ithamar 
las God had foretold to Eli, the 
grandfather of, Abiathar) into the 
| Try of Phineas, being conferred; 
e ek, nt com ang ed 


8 


When Jjoab heard of the death of 


Adonijah, conscious of having culti- 
vated his friendship, and studied his 
interest more than the king's, he had 

just ground to expect the resentment 

of Solomon, to evade which he fled: 
for sanctuary to the altar; not doubt - 
ing but that the veneration the king 
had for God, and for holy things, 
5 would be a protection to him 

When the king came to under- 
stand that Joab had taken sanctuary, 

he sent Benaiah to eite him to a court 
of justice, to answer for what he had 
done: but he refused to quit the al- 

tar, declaring, that if he must pe- 


8 A”. 
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e Gath. These ſervants were probably ſuch as he 
had pureWedggvith a considerable ſum of money, and their 
running away was not only a loſs, but a great affront 
likewiſe to their master; and therefore partly out of rage, 
and partly through eovetouſneſs, he undertook this ks "4 : 
ous journey, preſuming, that a thing which might be done 


? | 4 1 8 c 
o ſecretly, would never come'to Solomov's cars; that th i 
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„ and from thts time 


morons pa” © : 2; e 


1 5 „ 
rish, he would rather die there than 
in any other placfe 
Benaiah carried his answer to the 
king, who immediately ordered him 


to cut off his head where he was, 


and as a juzt punishment upon him 


for the detestable murders of Abner 


and Amasa; against all the ties of 
honour, humanity and justice, but 
gave it in charge to Benaiah, to see 
bis body buried, for a memorial to 
posterity of so execrable a wicked- 


any rigour in the 
death of nb We: ers, 
Benaiah upon the execution of 
this commission, was made general 
in Joab's place; and upon the depo- 
sing of Abiathar the high- priest, the 
king assigned Zadock to succeed him. 
Nor did Shimei escape his just re- 
sentment, for the king commanded 
him to build himself a house at Je- 
rusalem, and not to stir out of it, or 
to pass the river Kidron upon the 
peril of his life; nay, he confirmed 
the solemn sentence with exacting an 
cath from Shimei, who, well satisfied 
with the conditions, swore to the ob- 
servance of them. Hereupon, he 
quitted his on country, and came 
About three years after, it hap- 
pened, that two of Shimei's servants, 
ran away from him; and the master 
hearing what ü nere at Gath (d) 


$A 


n 


. 


1 


the ſpace of 
| his injuncti n; or that if he remembered it, he would not 
be ſo rigid as to put it in execution; eſpecially as he went 
not out of Jeruſalem through wantonneſz, or any contempt, - 
of —_— but meerly to recover what he had lost, has br 
de might think was a thing very excuable, 


o ; 4 ö 
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took a journey chicher, in order to 
fetch them back. 
Upon his return with bis servants, 


they = received intelligence of it 
hly incensed at the affront of- 


Led fis regal dignity in thus con- 
pwn transgressing the positive 
command (even after so solemn an 
oath on the observance of it) thus 
aeverely: chastised the delinquent. 


Sbimei, didſt thou not ſwear to m— 4 


that thow wouldſt never ſtir out. of 


tis city into any other, to the day o wy 


thy death? And lite a falſe wret 
tou haſt now- broken tat acre | 
oath, and for that perjury ſha, 

"Fake this for thy inſtruction too, 
that Goin Vengeance, ſoone 
Dn. out the criminal; and that for- 


_ bearance is ſo far from an acquital, | 


that it b p e ork 3 ven 


8 ONS G68 


" The hand of God's in this Fer | 
te late 


on thee, not only; for 
perjury, but for they fins of ancient 
date; I mean the" in ſolences againſt | 
m y father in the depth-of his diftreſs: 


1 


Think of thas, aan ee ee 0 


r 


8 ben RR Shimei to death | 
. ee een 


the king's order. 


Solomon not . 
"danke of his father David with great 


glory and splendour;-but eyes 0 


royal 81 15 without cbntroult. 
He had punished those who arro- 
antly endeavoured depri ve him of 
8 nen r Dag — 2 uni- 


"ave been made upon this passage, I shall only obſerve, 


_ ſacrifices were oberg. in one 1 and . it is 


7 


dir. 


or later: | 


A thouſand Ae for a burnt- offering. Wich- | 
S£ recourſe to the many forced solutions which 


that there is not the least intimation given us, that all bee 
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versal affection of e ld set- 


th. 


| bod at home and 


tled every point mee to ee 
| ren. We 

An this interval of pore VA peace, 
| d, he took 
| to wife the daughter of the king of 


building the walls of Jerusalem, which 
he made much larger and stronger 
than they were before, and every 

other business that 3 
his on glory, and contribute to the 


He was young indeed, but want 
of years prevented him not from 
doing justice, or the execution of 
laws, or paying a religious reverence | 
to the authority of his dying father's 
' precepts; for, in a word, such was 
the pregnancy, even of his early 
youth, that he ruled every thing with 
' a judgment that might have become 
the most consummated experience. 


God of his father, in raising him to 
the throne of Israel, and blessing him 
with peace and plenty, the approba- 
tion and love of his subjects, with _ 
that could contribute to his ha 

ness; he thought himself bound 5 
address God by prayer and Sacrikce, 
in acknowledgment of these mercies; 
"thereupon he went to Gibeon, where 


sand vi 
This 
1 tablet to God, that the FF 


piety and zeal was 80 p* 
7 i 
| * 1 ——— "MAP text to suppose, chat this) was 


| pe of the great feſtivals which Solomon might think pro- 
to hold at Gibeon, and om he continued 1e on. 


9 85 


Egypt, applied himself to the re- 


happiness and welfare of his people. 


Reflecting on the goodness of the 


he offered upon Moses's brazen al- 
tar, long before erected there, a thou- 
ims for a (e) burnt-offering. | 


* 
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lowing, he appeared unto him in a 
dream; and to she him that the ser- 
vices of his heart and good-will, 
should not go unrewarded, bade him 
ask what he would, and it should be 
granted him. „ 
Solomon pitched upon the greatest 


175 and the most valuable thing he could 


think of, and that which he concluded, 
would be most agreeable to the ap- 


probation of the giver, and at the 


same time, most advantageous to the 
receiver. It was not silver, nor gold, 
nor any thing of those vanities, to 


which youthful minds are generally 


attached, that he chose as the only 


thing worth asking; but he thus en- 


treated the Lord, Lord grant me a 


ſound judgment, that may enable me 
to: govern” this people according to 
truth and ut ice M. 
This choice was so acceptable to 
God, that he not only promised him 


what he desired, but riches and glory 


25 besides, assuring him, that he would 


confer upon him such an exalted de- 


gree of understanding, and such 


practical wisdom, as no man, either 


public or private, could ever pretend 
to before him; and adding, chat upon | 


condition of his continuing just to 
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„ CJuftice. A very eminent father of the Latin 
Church, (Gregory de officio homines, c. 1g.) speaking of 
the different kinds of dreams, has justly observed, that the 
organs of our body and our brain, are not unlike the strings 
ofs musical instrument: while the strings are screwed up 

ä * "Wop itch, they give an harmonious ſound, if touch- 
eld by a 
give noneM- In like manner, when we are awake, 
our ſenſes touched and directed by our underſtanding, make 
an agreeable congert ; but when once we are aſleep, the 
instrument has done ſounding, unleſs it be, that the re- 
membtance of what paſſed when we where awake, comes and 


preſents itſelf io the mind, and fo forms. a dream, just as 


: E 


| hand; but as ſoon as they are relaxed, they | 
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the world, obedient. in all things io 


F 


| 


6 
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; 
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right apprehenſion of matters, and a 


God, treading in the steps, and imi- 
tating the eminent virtues of his fa- 


ther, the government should remain 
in his family ſor many ages. 
| Upon these words he awoke, rose 
out of his bed, worshipped, gave 
thanks, and then returned to jerusa- 
lem, where he sacrificed to God be- 
fore the tabernacle, and feasted all 


his people. ooh; 


About this time there was 


cult cause brought before him, Which 


is particularly worthy of general ob- 


servation, as it displays the extraor- 
dinary wisdom and justice of Solo- 
mon, and holds forth a shining exatn- 

ple to all sueceeding prince. 


There came to the king two com- 


mon prostitutes for justice. The plain- 
| tiff told her tale, to this effect; This 


woman and I, live both in a lodging. 
and it was our fortune to be deliver- 
ed each of us:of male child, on the 


ame day and hour. Mithin three 
days this woman having overlatd her 
oon child, and 'ſmothered it, took 

mine ſoftly out of my arms as 1 was 
. afteep, and laid her's in the place of 


| Farly the next morning, when £ 


— — 


of an instrument, will for some time continue | 


the ftrin E: 
the ena, even aſter the hand of the artist has. left them... 
The application of this to Solomon's dream, is eaſy and 
natural; for as he had been praying the preceeding day 
with great ardour and fervetiecy, God was to mani- 


fest himſelf to the eyes of his underſtanding, and for the b 
confirmation of his faith, to hold that converſation with him, 


and whether we admit the father's philoſophy on this point 
or not, we cannot deny, that God has it in his 0 + 


approach the ſoul of man, by many different methods, and“ 
operate upon it, in what manner he pleaſes  - 


to aftuate and 
unknown to us. 
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1 a diffi- 
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— he found, butts 


dead one laid in the place; for I know | 
my own child by moſt infallible marks. 


: T have preſſed her for my child, but 


N ſhe keeps-1t from me, and bears me 
down that it 1s her child ſtill, and I | 


have no witneſs to prove the contrary. 


* Now Sir, I humbly befeech your. 
majeſty, to ſee 3 done betwuxt us. 


® The king then addressing himself 
ofthe other woman, demanding of 


her What she had to alledge in her 
con behalf. She answered, ſhe laid 
no ſuch child there, but the living 
child was her own, ane Joftood _ 1 


her juſtification. 


The attendants in 1 general were 


reatly dubious on whom to fix the 


Goes putation of injustice, till the king 
| ht of this expedient. 
cou 


the living child to be brought, 


and one of his guards to take his 


sword, cut the infant in half, just in 


the middle, and (g divide it betwixt 
the two pretended mothers, half to 


the one, and half to the other.. 


This at first, was deemed a very. |. 
idle stratagem, till one of the women 


: crying 


out earnestly, and begging 


that her companion might have the 


child, and pass for the mother of it, 


provided that its life might be spared. 


and she have the Scrat oh accing 1 it. 
yet among the living. 


The other woman quietly übri- 
ting to the proposal, and not without 


some K en at 50. ca 


— 


"oe ) Divide 5 it. 5 TY 7 commentator, 


i of opinion, that Solomon, by observing very attentively, 
_ the countenance and behaviour of the two women, made a 
8 diſcovery of the truth, antecedent to this experiment, and 


chat his afterwards commanding the child to be divided, 
"was only to notify to the company what he had before diſ- 


O- Be this as . it no wy Ce the de- - 


of 


He or- 


: 


— 


— 


g to Solomon, 


of the s sea-· coast aut Aer. 


ä Alon ilelk; for 8 8 8 fen 
ſervations 3 di ſcovered the true mother, 
ring the child to her, upon the meer . of ſuch ob- 
| ſervations, would not have been near ſo ſatisfadtory and 
© convincing io the bye - landers, as this method was, which 
Ve are afterwards told, produced Joy 1 admiration i in the 
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lamity of her 8 aha bing 


adjudged the child to the right wo- 


man upon the evidence of her ten- 


derness and natural affection; highly 
condemning the wickedness of the 


other, who, after that she had killed 
her own child, did what she could to 
destroy that of her neighbour... 


This was so singular an instance of 


the kin s wisdom and justice, that. 
from that day forward, the people 
honoured and obeyed him, asa prince, 


that acted by the guidance and di- 


rection of a divine impulse. 


Solomon then proceeded to take bs 
list of his officers, civil,-military and 
ecclesiastical in his provinces. - | 


There was Uri, the son of Hur, in 
the tribe of Ephraim, ndudng Beth- 
8 W 


The son 5 Ae 3on in 8 
had the command of 
Dor, and the sea- coast. | 
The great plain was under Baana, ; 
the son of Ahilud, and 80 E as to 
che river Jordan. 
The son of Geber 3 the govern- 


ment of the Gileadites, as far as 
mount Lebanon, within which com- 
mand there where sixty lange and 
vuvell fortified cities. 


Abinadah, that e 3 


| another of Solomon's daughters, had 
the government of Mahanaine, which 
comprehends all Galilee, up to Sidon. 


Under Baanah was the government 


— "4 


own ob- « 
yet the reſto- 


| hearts of all who w were preſent. | 
. Jehosaphat 


Book V. 
Jehosaphat commanded the moun- 
tains Isia dar, and all the lower Gali; 
lee, to the farther side of Jordan. 
The whole country of the Benja- 
mites was under the government of 
Shimei. | Da 
And the land beyond Jordan was 

under Tabar. NPN 
These were Solomon's governors, 

and he had one lieutenant general to 

superintend them all. 5 


3 


So soon as the people found them- 


sel ves settled in a state of peace and 


plenty, and out of fear of any dis- 
tractions by war or tumult, they 
gave themselves up to husbandry 
and improvements; and in a short 


time advanced their fortunes and pos- 


sessions the tribe of Judah especially) 


to the astonishment of the world. 


The king had likewise other officers 
over the Assyrians, and other barba- 


rous nations, between Egypt and | 
from the cedar to the hyssop; also 


Euphrates, to whom he committed 


the care of his subsides, those people 


being tributaries to him. 


The daily proportion of provisions 
that these people furnished every day 


for the king's own table and enter- 
tainment, was thirty “ chomers of 
fine flour, threescore chomers of meal, 
ten fat oxen, twenty oxen: out of the 


pastures, and a hundred fat lambs, 


beside deer, birds, fish, game in vast 
abus do er 


He had so prodigious a number of 
chariots, that there were forty thou- 
sand stalls provided for the horses 


* 2 +. ths a WY * 


„* A homer, or core, and g about six hundred and 
hve pints English measure; thirty of which amounted'to | 
eighteen thousand, one hundred, and fifty English pints, 
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twenty thousand horgemen that were 
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onged tothem, over and above 
4 RN . | | . 


This word in scripture is translated measure. 
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of his guards; one half being quar- 
tered in Jerusalem, near his person, 


and the other half distributed into 


out-villages, near the city; and the 
same officer that was commissary for 
the expence of the king's table, was 
appointed also to provide necessaries 


for the king's house wherever he 


WW 


The wisdom of Solomon proceed- 


ing immediately from the fountain of 


knowledge, and origin of all science, 
was so far superior to the philosophy 


and highest attainment of the most 
learned of his cotemporaries, that his 
pre- eminence was acknowledged b 
the most renowned scholars, both 
among the Egyptians and Hebrews. 

This extraordinary prince compo- 
sed three thousand proverbs, and his 
songs were a thousand and five. 

He wrote the history of plants, 


of cattle and beasts of the earth; 
water-fowl, and birds of the air; for 
he understood the nature of all these 
creatures, and studied and refined 


upon their respective properties and 


dispositions 
Nor did he only know and under- 
stand (by a gift from above) but like- 


wise improve his knowledge and un- 


derstanding of the things, for the help 
and benefit of mankind, even to the 
confusion of evil spirits. 


When the fame of Solomon's wis. 


dom-reached the ears of Hiram, king 
of Tyre, who had ever retained the 


— 
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and threescore to thirty six thousand and the hundees, 
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7 warmest affeRionfor his father David: ; 
that prince sent an embassy to con- 
_ oratulate. him on his succession to 


n 5 the throne of Israel, and on the fa- 


vourable presage of his future pros- 
perity, expressing at the same time, 

the most ardent design that the go- 
vernment might long continue in the 
family, Solomon received the ambas- 
sadors very cordially, and dispatch- 


| ed by them the following ry, 3 to 


| the apa n master. 


KING | SOLOMON. 10 KING HIRAM, 
- GREETING. | 


Br F 1 ants thee 0 | king, that | 


my father David had it a Lon 
time in 74 mind, and pu 


po ſe to «org | 
a temple to the Lord; $741 being per- 


| grow father is ee 7 


— 


petually in war, and under a necej- 


fity of clearing his hands of his ene- 
mies, and make 


in a time of peace, both to begin and 
to ſi niſſi it. accordin 
as well as the 
God. Bleſſed gd nis great name for 


"the efent tranquility of my domani- 
＋ his gracious affiſtance, I ſhall 
dicate the beſt improvements of | 


eren 2 


| ths liberty and leiſure to his honour 
and worſhip ; wherefore I make it my 


' them all his tributa- 
tes, before he could attend this great 1 


and holy work, he hath left it to me 
| them to Jeruſalem It would 


77 to the direction, 
prediciion' of Almighty. 


CY _ requeſt, that you will let ſome of your 


e go with ſome ſervants of mine 


to mount Lebanon, to aſſiſt them in 


cutting down materials towards this 


building; for the Sydonians under- 
. it much better than we do. As 


© ht 
"ag Es 


him the ene ans wer; 
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| you think reaſonable, ſhall be * Punce 
tually paid them. 5 

Hiram was wonderfull pleased 
with Solomon's letter, an returned | 


KING HIRAM To KING. SOLOMON. | 


TOTHING cul 5 a8 more 
welcome to me, than to 28 
Rand that the e es of your 
G0 T7 ro- 


vidence, into the hands of fo excellent 


| /o wiſe, and fo virtuous a fucceſſor ; 
| hits 4%, name be 2 it. 


That rohich write for, ſhall be 
done with ab eaj are and ie for hu por 
I will give order to cut down, and to 
export ſuch quantities of the fatreſt 
cedars and eee e as'you ſhatl 
have occaſion for. ple ſhall 
bring them to the ſea 24 K. for you, 
and from thence ſhip them away to 
what port you 2 where they may 
lie ready for your men to kran = 


great obligation, after all this, to al- 
low us fuch a proviſion of corn in ex- 
change, as may ſuit your 'convent- 
ence : for that is the commodity we 
anders want moſt. 

When king Solomon had received 
and perused the contents of Hiram's 
letter; he was pleased with the bene- 
volence of disposition and goodness 
of heart therein displayed; that as a 
token of his esteem and respect, he 
ordered him a yearly present of two 
thousand chomers of wheat, twothou- 
sand vessels of oil, and as many of 


"for the workmen's wages, whatever 


— wine, of e wo. quarts: 8 8 
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This was the first earnest of friend- 


ship betwixt the two kings, which 


continued to increase to the last, 


every day firmer and stronger. 

The king ordered his people to 
provide him thirty thousand work- 
men, which he disposed of in such 


an easy method, that their labour 


should not be grievous to them. 

The number of them was thirty 
thousand, and their post was to do 
duty for one month, by ten thou- 


sand at a time in cutting down 


wood upon mount Lebanon, and to 
be relieved at the month's end by 


the second ten thousand, and the se- 
cond, after another month, by the 


third; so that they had two month's 


liberty to be at their own homes; and 


thus in a circle, every fourth month, 


each ten thousand were to take their 
turn over again. Their inspector 
general, or super-intendent was Ado- 


Nin | | 
Besides these, there were seventy 
thousand foreigners, formerly de- 
signed by David, for the carrying of 
stones and other materials; eighty 
thousand stone cutters and masons, 


and three thousand and three hundred 


overseers of the work. 


Their order was to make use of 


the largest stones they could get for 
the foundation, and to have them 


Squared and ready wrought upon the 


mountains where they grew, and 


thence to be carried whole to Jeru- 


salem, in which injunction Hiram's 


men were concerned as well as the 


rest. 


= 1 . Ky 5 . 
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1 Jewish cubit, according to Calmet; was near twenty 
two English inches, sixty cubits, therefore must amount to 
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Solomon was now in the fourth 

year of his reign, when he began 

this mighty work; and of that year 


the second month, which the Mace- 


donians called Artemi/ius, and the 
Hebrew Ziſ; four hundred and eighty 
years from the Israelites coming out 
of Egypt. A thousand and twenty 
years from Abraham's coming out of 


| Mesopotamia into the land of Can- 
aan; fourteen hundred and forty from 


the deluge; and from the creation 
of the world, three thousand one 
hundred and two. It was also in 
the eleventh year of Hiram, the 
king of Tyre; and two hundred 
and forty years after the building of 
that city. £2 TT * 

Joſephus, in his description of the 
temple, says, The foundation was 
laid prodigiously deep; and the 
stones not only of the largest size, 
but hard and firm enough to the as- 
Sault of wind and rain ; beside, that. 
they were so wrought one in another, 
and wedged in the rock, that the 
strength and curiosity of the basis 
was not less admirable than the bulk 
and ornament of the intended su- 
perstructure, and one was in all re- 


spetts ans werable to the beauty and 


magnificence of the other. 

The walls were all of a white stone 
from the ground to the cieling. 
The height of the building was sixty 
cubits, “ the length as much, and 


the breadth twenty: oer which 


. 
A 


there was another stage of the sxame 


dimensions; so that the whole height 
of the building, from bottom to top, 


—_—Qc 


something more than an hundred and nine feet; that is 
thirty six yards and a foot, v7 


"> 
. 


was a hundred and twenty cubits, 


and it looked toward the east. 
The porch, or court next to the 
entrance, was twenty cubits in length, 


to answer the temple: ten in a 


breadth, and a hundred and twenty 
h.. 
There was built round about it, 
and against the outward walls, like 
so many buttresses to support it, thir- 
ty cells, or little houses, in the form 
of galleries opening one into ano- 
The length and breadth of these 
cells was five and twenty cubits each, 
and the height twenty. And there 
were two other floors over this, of 


the same make and proportion, 


amounting all together to the just 
height of the lower part of the fa- 
brick: for these cells or galleries 
went no higher than the top of the 
8 first MO Eine Loader 1 
They were all ceiled with cedar, 


and every partition had its covering 
apart, independant one of another; 


they were all like wise fastened toge- 
ther, by long and large beams, in 
such a manner that they looked but 
like one piece, and as if the very 
walls were the stronger for them. 
Under these beams were several 
curious varieties of carving and fret 
work, gilding, &c, The walls all 


wainscoted with cedar, and so adorn- | 


ed with works in gold, to make the 
ost splendid appearance imagina- 


5 * 
. Ms PP 


Ll 


The whole frame, was raised up- 


on stones, polished to the highest 


degree of perfection, and so artifi- 


FCially constructed, that there was no c 
joint to be discerned, nor the least | and the other the north; and with 


0 
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| sign of a hammer, or of any waking 


tool: all things being so adjuste 
and accommodated, one piece to ano-. 
ther beforehand, that upon the whole 
it looked more like the work of Pro- 
vidence and nature, than the pro- 
duct of art or human in vention. 
As the second story had not a large 
door to it at the east end, as the 
lower had, but only some small doors 
to enter at, from the sides above, So- 
lomon contrived a pair of winding 
stairs to be cut through the wall, for 
a passage to the upper part. The 
inside of the temple was lined with 
cedar; and the binding of the tim- 
ber together with strong irons, added 
greatly to the building. 
The king caused it to be laid in 
two divisions; that is to say, the in- 
ner part or holy of holies, of twenty 
cubits square, which was inaccessi- 
ble; and the other of forty cubits, 
which was assigned to the use and 
service of the priest. In the parti- 
tion wall, betwixt the inner and out- 

ward parts of the temple, he built 
large cedar doors, which were rich- 
ly gilt, and exquisitely carved, be- 
side choice subjects of nature and 
history, embroidered upon a hang- 
ing veil before it, of rich silks and 
fine linnen, interwoven with beauti- 
ful flowers, and the colours all in 
perfection. . Je Ong 
Solomon caused also to be formed 
two cherubims of massy gold, which 
he dedicated to God in the holy place, 
being each of them five cubits high, 
and two wings, each of them of five 
cubits in length; which being stretch- 
ed out, one touched the south side. 
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their other two wings, they met one 
another, over-spreading the holy ark 
in the middle, These cherubims 
surpassed all description. The very 

floor of' the temple was overlaid 
with beaten- gold, the doors very 
large, and proportioned to the height 
of the walls, twenty cubits broad, 
and still gold upon gold. 


In short this superb edifice might 


be deemed a composition of all that 


is valuable in nature, as there was a 
curious curtain, put up at this gate, 


as at the other, but none at the en- 
trance into the porch. 85 
It having been reported to king 


Solomon, that there lived at Tyre, a | 
position lower behind than before, 


man-named Hiram eminent for his 
extraordinary skill in workmanship 
upon gold, silver and other metals, 
being superior in his art to the whole 
fraternity. His mother was of the 
tribe of Naphthali, and his father, by 
extraction, an Israelite. 


lomon had any thing to do that was 


difficult or curious, it was performed 
. The several pieces were cast apart 


by Hiram. 


He cast him two brazen hollow 
pillars of four fingers thick in the 


metal, eighteen cubits high, and 
twelve in circumference; two chap- 
iters of brass on the top of the two 
pillars, five cubits each. | 
I These were covered with a kind of 
brass net work ; and below them 
were flowers or lilly work of the 
same contrivance, with two rows of 
pomegranates hanging down, a hun- 


Ared in each row. These two pil- | 
the 
4 


lars he placed in the entrance of the 
porch; one on the right hand, 
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which he called 
other on the left, 
Boaz. © 

He made 


Juchin, and the 
which he called 


a vessel also of molten 


brass, somewhat after the figure of 
a globe, cut off in the middle, Which 


for the largeness of it he called his sea. 
It was made goblet fashion; the 


diameter ten cubits, from side to a 


side, four fingers thick, with a 


twisted pillar of one cubit over, un- 


ac He sent for | 
this man from Tyre, and employed | of an oblong square, and all of the 


him in his business, and whenever So- 


bs, In, 


| 


der the middle of it for a supporter. 
Around this pillar were placed the 
figures of twelve bulls, or oxen; 
facing it, by three and three, the 
four principal quarters of east, west 
north and south. They stood in a 


which was both a support to the 


| weight, and kept it firm and steady. 


This sea, or vessel, held three 
thousand baths, reckoning every bath 


at about ten English pottles. 


Hiram made also ten base: of brass 


same form and dimensions; that is, 


five cubits in length, each of them, 
four in breadth, and six in height. 


and then put together after this man- 


ner? . 


There were four pillars, or under- 


setters, one to the corner of every 


base, which were so incorporated 
with the rest of the work, that they 


served not only to uphold the weight, 


but to keep the sides tight one to an- 


other. | 


Upon the squares, where the fi- 
gures of a lion, a bull, and an eagle, 
&c. images were also placed upon 

illars, and upon the plates ofthe = 
ers. Bi, 17 
| The 
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The whole work was mounted 


upon four wheels, a cubit and an 


half over, all of cast work; nave- 


spokes, and every thing belong- 


ing to it; the whole was executed 
with amazing accuracy and symme- 


try. 


The angels were formed with em- 
bossed work of shoulders, and paws 
of lions, and talents of eagles; with 
rests or. lodges of rail upon them to 


receive the laver; but so artificially 


as they were represented upon the | 


fitted to the fingers of those creatures, 


pannels, together with branches of 
palm trees intermixed upon the same 
Piece, that every thing looked as na- 


tural as lifſG. 


Such was the structure of the ten 


bases; and to these bases he made 


ten lavers of the same metal, and of 
Ihe table for the shew-bread, was 


an oval form, each containing forty 
baths; the height four cubits, and 


the diameter as much. 


These ten lavers were set upon as 


many bases, which in their language 


they called Mechenoth. They were 


all placed in the temple; five of them 


on the left hand, at the north side; 


and the other five at the south side, 
on the right, looking toward the east. 


In the same place stood likewise, the 


brazen sea. They were all filled with 
water; the sea for the use of the 


priests to wash their hands and feet 
with, upon entering the sanctuary, 


% 


before they went up to the altar; and 


tar of twenty cubits in length, as 


7 Li 
e 7 R 
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the rest of the lavers, for cleaning of 
the entrails, and other parts of burnt- 
„„ „„ 
He erected moreover a brazen al- 


8 — 
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r 
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by 


' nant was to be kept. 5 


many over, and ten in depth, provi- | 
ding all the vessels thereunto belong- 


ing of thesame stuff, as boilers, water- 


pots, flesh-hooks, &c. He dedicated 
also a great number of tables, and 
one of pure gold for the shew-bread, 
larger 5 the rest. But there were 


many others of several forms and si- 


zes, not much inferior to that for the 
sShew-bread, and sufficient to hold 
twenty thousand golden cups and ves- 
sels, and twice the number of silver 


ones. 


He made a eee likewise of 
twelve thousand candlesticks, accord- 
ing to the appointment of Moses; 


and one of them to be applied by a 


peculiar dedication to the service 


of the temple; and chere to be 
kept with lights in them, burning day 
and night after the direction of the 


placed on the north side, over against 
the candlestick which stood on the 
south. Betwixt these two was the 
golden altar. i Hettoer Ec 

This was all in the fore part of the 


temple of forty cubits, and a parti- 


tion veil betwixt that and the holy 
of holies, where the ark of the cove- 


Solomon like wise caused to be made 


fourscore thousand wine cups, and ten 
thousand golden vessels, and goblets 
of other sorts and fashions, and twice 
as many silver ones. Goal 164 


Plates and dishes of gold were 


made to steep the flour in upon the 
altar, eighty thousand; and of sil- 
ver double the number. Also gol- 
den measures, such as the Mosarcal 


Prey 
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Hin “ and assaron, twenty thousand; 
as many more of silver. ERS 


There were twenty thousand gol- 


den censers for incense, and fifty 
thousand others to carry fire from 
the great altar to the little one with- 
in the temple. fo 155 
This mighty prince provided a 
thousand priest habits; such as 
robes, ephods, suits of precious 
stones, &c. but there was but one 
crown with Moses's inscription of 
God upon it. | 5 8 { 
There were also silken vests, and 
purple on for the priests, ten 
thousand of each; two hundred thou- 
sand trumpeters, according to the in- 
stitution of Moses and as many sil- 
ken stoles for the Levites that 
chaunted the holy hymns, beside 
four hundred thousand musical in- 
struments: as harps, psalteries, and 
the like, which were made of a mixt 


metal betwixt gold and silver, to 


- 


accompany the voices. 


In short, neither expence nor la- 


bour was spared to complete the 


strength and magnificence of this 


stupendous structure; which long 
remained a monument of the foun: 
der's zeal for the honour of God; 
and his holy worship. 5 8 
When the preparatory. part was 
over, the sacred utensils were depo- 
sited in the holy treasury, and set 
apart for religious uses. TIP EE, 
The temple itself was fenced with 
an enclosure of three feet in height 


5 Hebrew gison | to keep out the 
aity from entering into a place 


"234 The Hin, accordin gto Calmet, contained forbing | 


more than ten English puits, The asaron was the eq 
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where only the priests were to be ad- 
mitted. V 
Beyond this partition was another 
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square court or df with large 
ortico's or galleries about it, and 
[onde stately gates; that opened east, 
west, north and south; the doors 
all plated and inlaid with gold. This 
place was common to all people, 
provided they came thither with that 


e of preparation and legal qua- 
1 L 


fcation which law required. 

The outward building was superb 
beyond expression, and arduous be- 
ora conception, there | were hol- 
ows filled up, which from their 
depth might be deemed the work 
of ages; yet these were levelled in 


order to be a foundation for this 


astonishing fabrick. xk 
The port was encompassed again 
with a kind of double cloister, and 


two rows of pillars to support it, 


every pillar being cut whole out of the 
rock. The doors were all silver- 
work; the roof fretwork, and the 
wainscotting all of cedar. 
This curious edifice, was com- 
pleted in the short space of seven 


years; and it is difficult to deter- 


mine, which most demands our ad- 


miration; the magnitude, sumptu- 
ousness, and 


lendor of the work 
itself; or the shortness of the time 
in which it was effected; as the bu- 
siness of ages was transacted with 


| in the narrow compass of. a few 


years. 


now brought to perfection, Solomon 
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with the gomer + corner, ue according to the aforexaid = 
author, | contained something more than six of our pins. 
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wrote to the elders. of Israel, and 


the heads of the tribes, to summon 


the people up to Jerusalem to see the 


temple, and to assist in transporting 


thither the ark of the covenant. 


* 


The resolution was duly notified 


and in the seventh month, which 


was called Ethanim, with much dif- 


> ficulty they were convened. 


In this month was the feast of 


tabernacles, which among the Isra- 


elites was accounted the most sacred 


and solemn of their festivals. So 
the priests took up the ark, and 


Moses's tabernacle, with the holy 


vessels belonging to the altar, and 
carrying them all into the temple. 
The king, and the whole congrega- 


tion, with the Levites, marching 


before them, with their sacrifices 
and oblations, sprinkling the ground 
as they passed, with their blood, and 

perfuming the air with the fragran- 


* 


ey of incense and sweet odours, to 


such a degree, that people were sen- 
Sible of it at a distance, and reflected 


upon the delicacy of the breath they 


drew, as no less than a celestial in- 
fluence, inferring from that agreea- 


ble alteration, that God himself had 
descended from Heaven to conse- 


crate the temple that was newly 
built, and dedicated to himself, and 


therein to take up his abode. For 


though the whole congregation came 


singing and dancing all the way to 
| 8! | mighty would vouchsafe to dwell 


the temple,” they went on fresh and 


cheerfully to their journeys end. 
his was the manner of their trans- 


porting the ark. 


On their approach to the holy of 
_ - holies,' Where it was to be deposited 


the people withdrew, and the priests 


— * 


daily sacrifices. 


only that brought it, carried it into 


the oracle, and there placed it under 


the figures of the two cherubims 


that were represented with the points 
of their wings touching one another, 


Which looked like a kind of cover 
and protection to the ark, that was 
under thgñem. 8 


The ark contained nothing more 


than the two tables of stone, on 


which were engraved the ten com- 
mandments, as God delivered them 
upon Mount Sinai. 


7 
» 
: 


The candlestick, table and golden 


altar, stood in the same order in the 
sanctuary, as they did at first in the 
tabernacle, when they offered their 
The brazen altar was placed di- 
rectly against the door, for the bet- 
ter view of the magnificence of the 
worship on the other side; and then 
the rest of the holy utensils and ves- 
sels, were all laid up together in thge 
„„ oo pon att Glens ES 
4 'The ark being fixed with the ut- 
most order and solemnity, and the 
priests withdrawn from the sacred 
spot, there descended a cloud, which 
so filled and darkened the place, tha 
they could hardly see. It eee 
not an heavy lowering. sky, but a 
mild dew, and seemed to intimate 
the divine approbation of the pious 
work in which they were engaged; 
and also as a. promise that the Al- 


there as a place peculiarly devoted 


to his honour and worship. 


While the people were contempla- 
ting on the mighty event, Solomon 
stood up, and with a grace and ma- 


jesty, becoming the dignity of the 
ES, | 5 subject 


Book : 


subject and occasion, addressed him- 
self, in a short prayer to Almighty 
God, in words to this effect: 
O Lord, thou that inhabitest 
eternity, and hast raised out of no- 
thing the mighty brick of this uni- 
verse; the Heavens, the air, the 
earth, and the sea; thou that fillest 


the vhgle and every Bug that is in 


it, andiatt thyself unbounded and in- 
compi asible; look down graci- 
ously apathy. servants that have 
presumedW cred 
the honour of thy great name. 


Lord hear our prayers, and re- 


ceive our sacrifices; thou that art 


plications in this place; thou that ne- 
ver failest to assist those that call 
upon thee night and day, and love 
and serve thee as they ought to do, 


have mercy, upon us.“ 


. . Having thus humbly addressed the 
God: of Israel in prayer and suppli- 
cation, the king turning himself to 


the people, reminding them of the 
wonderful things that had been re- 


vealed to his father David in dreams 
and visions; some of which had 
been accomplished, and others were 
yet to come, concerning himself, his 
name, his succession to the throne, 


his building of the temple, the es- 


tablishment of the family, and the 
welfare and prosperity of the na- 


; . 
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_ .,,* Nowsays he, a great part of these 
predictions being already verified, 
you are to thank God, not only for 

the comforts you enjoy but for the 


. 
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former only as the earnest 0 


erect a temple. here to 


every where, vouchsafe also to be 
with us; thou that seest and hearest 
all things, look down from thy throne 


in, Heaven and give ear to our sup- thou. hast vouchsafed 


917 


good things also that are further 
promised, and to look vob the 
greater 


— 


ai 


blessings.” „„ 
After the speaking of these words, 


1 


the king tuned his eye again toward 
che temple, and thus addressed the 
Divine Majesty. 3 ; 


O Lord, what are the most glori- 
ous works of man, in comparison, 
even with the smallest of thy bene- 

fits and mercies? O what can ye that 


have nothing to give, pretend to of- 


fer thee that wantest nothing, whey | 


the very least of thy bounties, 
above and beyond all requitalP . 
We can only render thee praise, 


o 


acknowledgment, and thanksgiving ; + 


and that indeed is a prerogative that 
5 4s ankind 
above all other creature$% so that 
this I am. not only allowed, but ob- 
liged to do, in the name of myself, 
my family, and the whole people of 
Israel, for all thy multiplyed favours. 


and infinite goodness towards us. 


As we have no other way of ex- 
e duty and affections, than 
by means of bare empty words, that 

are only air, be pleased to accept of 
our humble gratitude. First, for thy 
gracious goodness to my father, in 
raising him from a shepherds crook, 
to an imperial scepter. Next, for 
making good to myself all thy pro- 
mises and predi@ons in my favour, 


as to thy chosen people. Preserve, 
Prosper, and e the govern- 


ment to our family, By a constant 
train of successions from generation 
to generation, according to thy pro- 


mises to my father, living and dying. 
4 M r 


Do thou O Lord, grant us all this; 
and to all mine, the. virtues and the 
grace that may make them accept- 


able in thy sight. 


T do further most humbly beseech 


thee, to let thy Holy Spirit descend 


4 


upon this temple, in the blessing of 


thy nce, | Heayen a 
earth I know are too little for thy 
* majesty and glory; and much more 


a fabrie of wood and stone; and yet 
I cannot but presume to implore thy 

evidence and protection over it. 
0 Almighty Lord, 5:4 ap 1t from 


the power and rage of enemies; and 


be pleased to take care of it, as th 


own property and possession; and if 


at any tige hereafter thou shalt be 


ty just displeasure to pu- 


nish this people for their transgres- | 
_ *  10ns, with famine, pestilence, or any 


other judgment, according to the de- 
gree of their wickedness, Lord, be 
pleased upon their humble supplica- 
tions to thee in thine own house, with 
_ prayers and tears, for mercy and for- 
giyness, and to remove thy judgment, 


This I beseech thee, not for the Is- 


n presence. Heaven and 


the workmanship of mens hands, in 


raelites alone, but for the relief indif. 


ferently of all people  whatsoever, 


World, that this 18 ff. 
thy people; and 


* 


happiness 


| at the Israelites 
are not so inhuman, as to envy stran- 
Ver, the common disyensations of 
8 age tountan ͤ all "our 3 only” the elieft, þ 
ppl VVV And farther ad- 
Alfter this humble and affectionate | ded, that it was much easier to get 
prayer for the divine blessing on his what they wanted, than to keep what 
Work, ö himself upon the 


* 


: 
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ground, and having continued a short 
time in that posture of adoration, he 
rose and offered sacrifices in abun- 
dance; with the satisfaction of an as- 
surance, by a token from God, that 
his oblations werenccepted ; for there 


fell a flash of fire from heaven, that 


shot through the air, directly down 
to the altar, and consumed the offer- 
This prodigy being see by the 
whole multitude, they allflooked up- 
on it as a certain sign of God's own- 
ing both the worship and the tem- 
ple, Which filled those with exceed- 


ing joy, that they all fell down toge- 
ther, and unammously joined in 


praise and adoration. 

Solomon continued his praises and 
thanksgivings, persuading and en- 
ouraging the multitude to do the 


like, for so clear an evidence of God's 
special favour toward them. 


The king charged the people to be 


instant with God in prayer, for the 
_ continuance of his goodness and gra- 


ces'to them, that they might live in 
holiness and righteousness, without 


any spot or blemish, and walk in the 


steps, and according to the divine tra- 
ditions of Moses, to their lives end. 


that shall offer up their petitions to This being the sure and only way to 


hee in this holy place. By this 
means it will appear to the Whole 
| *thy house, and we 


render the Israelites the 
people of all mortals 
He reminded them also, that their 
felicity was no way to be secured and 
augmented, but by the means by 


happiest 


| which it was acquired, as being not 


only the effect, but the reward of 


them to 


they had got; admonishing 
| | | V beware, 


beware, lest they forfeited, by any 


misdemeanor, what they had gained 


by their obedience. | W 
_ The king having finished his so- 
lemn charge, dismissed the assembly, 
after he had offered up in sacrifice 
for himself and his people, twelve 
thousand calves, and a hundred and 
twenty thousand lambs. . 
This was the first blood that was 
spilt in the temple; and the Israelites 


with their wives and children, were 


all feasted at it. „ 
There was celebrated at the same 


time before the temple, besides this 


solemnity, the feast of tabernacles, 
which lasted fourteen days at the 
| king's expence, with great magnifi- 
_ cence and splendour. 
The various ceremonies on this 
occasion, being performed with that 
solemnity, which was requisite; e- 
very man was now returning to his 
habitation; but not without making 
infinite acknowledgments of the 
king's wisdom, care, and bounty in 
all respects, and prayers for his long 
life, and the continuance of the peo- 
ple under the blessing of his govern- 
ment. 1 | . 
They went back singing, rejoic- 
ing, and giving glory was ws and 
their hearts were so elated with the 
transaction, in which they had been 
engaged, and the manifest tokens 
they had received of the divine fa- 
vour and approbation, that they pro- 


ceeded on their way with alacrity 


and cheerfulness, without the least 
sense of fatigue or danger. | 
Ihe ark being now deposited in 
the temple and the beauty and mag- 
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| 


nificence of that glorious structure, 


a 
with all due ceremony and eee 
set forth, the congregation dispersed, 
and returned home, when God ap- 
peared a second time to Solomon in 
his sleep, and a voice told him, Hat 


| God had accepted his ſacriſices, and 


heard his prayers; that he would 
hreſerve his temple, and make it ile 
houſe of his dwelling ; fo long as he 

himfelf, and his poſterity and people 


ſhould. continue to walk before him, 


as David his father did, in pureneſs 
of heart ; promifing him, upon that 
Ps be, to advance 7 5 to the hagh- 
e ree of earthly. bliſs; to perpe- 
3 * 0, 2 to 5 To 
mily, ſo that there ſhould never want 

that line, and of the tribe 


A prince 7 | 
| of JO to ſway the ſcepter of If» 


> E 8 . 
But on the other hand, ij ever they 


ſhould depart from, or forget the 


worſhip they profeſſed, and rum after 
ſtrange Gods, they ſhould be quite rout- 
ed out from off the face of the earth, 


| and. ſrael be no longer a people; but 


after being torn to pieces, and broken 
with wars, and other calamities at 


| home, be forced to ſhift for themſelves 
in the wide — 5 
F 


125 the vojee, further told him, 
that in cafe of fuch an apoſtacy, his 
New 7 Fabric ſhould, with the 

divine permifſton be ſacked and bur- 


| ned by the, hands of Barbarians, and 
Jeruſalem itſelf laid in rubiſi and 


_ aſhes, by a mercileſs enemy; inſomucli 


that the people ſhould land amazed 


| at the very report of ſ incredible a 


mujery and diſtreſs, and be wondering 


one to another how it ſhould come to 
| pajs, that a people who were but Yeſ- 


RR 
. 


as vagrants and 


aw dr! envy of all mankind, for 
riches; external glory, and. reputa- 


tion, ſhould now on a ſudden, be. funk 


and loſt to the laſt degree of wretch- 


edneſſ and contempt, and reduced to 


this </ 9790s ſtate too, by the Jame 
hand that raiſe them. © 

To which queſtion their own ruilty 
e fall make this anſwer, 


We have for ſaten our God, we have 

abandoned our religion of our fore 

fathers,” and of our country. And 

all thts ws  Juſtly befallen us Joy our 
Is 

2 This was the substance of Solo: 

mon's dream, or vision, as it is trans- 


mitted to us by the sacred bistorian. 

When this magnificent structure 
was raised and conzecrated to the di- 
vine worship and service, Solomon 
entered upon the building of a roy- 


al palace for himself, which was n 


thirteen years in perſeQing. | 


He was not $0 solicitous 1 in- 


tent upon the latter, as the former, 
which in truth was great and artifi- 
cial to a miracle; an 
peculiar blessing and assistance, could 
not have been 0605 nga in -that 
compass of years. 


without God's 


1 


and people. 


Solomon's court indeed was an apa 1 


earance much inferior to the ma- 


jesty of his temple, not only for want 
of time to provide his materials, but 
because it was designed only for the 
honour and convenience of a tem- 


poral prince, and the other dedicated 


to the KING of kings; so that che a 


5 work Was longer i in finishing. 
However, it was sufficient to an- 
swer the end for which it was de- 


* W a volk wg wt Capra 
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much to the glory boch of the prince 0 


But in this place it may neither be | 


. unprofitable nor unentertaining, to 
recite an account of the model and 


disposition of this eaeenddug fa- | 


. 0 Ariel 


There was wed; upon several 
rows of pillars, a spacious pile of 


building, in the nature of a common 
hall, for the hearing of causes. It 


was a hundred cubits' in length, fifty 


in breadth, and thirty in depth, nor | 


could it well be less, to receive the 
vast multitudes that came Wronging 


thither from all parts for justice. 


It was supported by sixteen square 
columns, covered with corinthian 
work in cedar, and fortified with 
double doors curiously wrought, that 
served both for the MOEN! and the 


: e of the place. 


In the middle of the court or hall, 


was another edifice of thirty cubits 
square, and under-set with strong 


pillars, in which quarter was a throne 
of state, where the king himself used 


to sit personally! in judgment. 


- Adjoining to this royalcourt of j Jus- 
tice, was the queen's house and other 
apartments, for diversion and retreat, 
after the fatigue of business, all fitted 


up with cedar, and raised upon huge 


stones, of ten cubits square, which 
were partly plain, and in part over- 
lard with the most precious marble, 
after the fashion of the most magni- 
ficent palaces or temples. | 
The rooms were hung with'three 
depths of rich hangings, and beauti- 
fied with images, insculpture, of trees, 
2 8 branches, leaves, Kc. and all | 
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$0. marvellously wrought, that they 
appeared to the eye to be all in mo- 


— 


The remainder of the space up to 


the cieling, was all set out with de- 
licate parti- coloured figures, upon 


white ground; andbeside these, there 


was a great variety of other chambers 
for retirement or delight; long and 
large galleries; vast rooms of state, 


and others for feasting and entertain- 


ment, elegantly adorned with SY 


1 


furniture and gildings; beside whic 
all the services for the king's table 
were o pure gad. 

It would be endless to give a par- 
ticular account of this mighty build- 
ing, which comprehends such an infi- 


nite diversity of chambers and offices, 
great and small; some under ground, 


others above, as vaults, turrets, and 


the like. e 5 
In ͤ a word, the whole house was 


composed of white marble, cedar, 
gold, and silver, with precious stones, 


intermingled upon the walls or ciel- 


ings, after the manner of the adorn- 
ing of the temple. „ a Laegd 
There was also erected a very fair, 


5 ay ivory throne, with delicate car- 
ve 


work and engraven upon it after 


the fashion of a tribunal, There were 


six steps that led up to it. The figure 
of a lion at each end of every step, 


and two lions above; that is, one on 


either hand: of the state. | 
As the king rested upon his throne, 


there were arms put forth, as in a 
readiness to take care of him, and to 
receive him; and the figure of a bul- 
lock placed in a proper posture un- 
der him for his support. The whole 


piece 5 covered with gold. 


The two magnificent structures 
were twenty years in finishing. And 
Hiram king of Tyre, contributed to 
the mighty work. It was a huge 
mass of gold, and a greater of silver, 
besides a great quantity of cedar and 
fir. Nor was Solomon unmindfull 
of the presents he made him; for he 
sent him every year great quantities 
of corn, wine, and oil, a supply that 
Hiram, being an Islander, stood most 
in need of. | 3 
He bestowed upon him, moreover 
twenty cities upon the borders of 
Galilee, not far from Tyre, of which 
upon review and consideration, he 
declined the acceptance, with a re- 
spectful excuse to Solomon, that he 
had no need of them. „ 

From this refusal, that part of the 
country was called Cabul, 7 in 

ed, it 


the Phænician language, signi 
does not please me... 
So great was the king of Tyre's 
esteem and reliance on the wisdom 
of the king of Israel, that whenever 
any perplexed case offered itself to 
his consideration, he applied himself 
to that extraordinary prince for his 
judgment and direction. Solomon 
never failed to answer him to his sa- 
tisfaction, according to the true rea- 
son and nature of the matter in hand. 
Menander, the historian, who trans- 
lated Tyrian annals, out of the Phæ- 
' nician tongue into the greek, makes 
mention of these two princes as fol- 
lows, ee „„ 
Hiram the son of Abibale, suc- 
* ceeded his father in the kingdom 
of Tyre. He lived there fifty years, 
* and reigned four and thirt. 


He annexed a piece of forced 
4N _ * ground, 


of cedars upon mount Lebanon | 
pe | the entrance into the desert that lies 


towards Syria, where he built a very 


= 
round, called the great field, to 


. 4 land: and dedicated a golden | 


«pillar to jupiter in his temple. 


He cut down materials also in 


„ abundance, upon mount Lebanon, 

< for the covering of Holy Palaces; 
and pulling down ancient temples, 
«but built new ones to > Hercules and 


Marte. 
„He. Seed a statue fon Heteules | 


in the month of Peritius; and then 
in an expedition against the Ey- 


ceans, for not paying the duty of 


a tribute, as they ought to have 


10 


— turned home again. 
In his days there was one Ab- 
«* demonus, a young man that took 
„ upon him to give Solomon, the 
1 King of Jerusalem, à solution of all 
Mm Mes... and mysterious' eee that 
r $hould be DUET ee ee 
Ditus also writes to this effect. 


Abibale, being now dead, n 


done, be overcame them, ne re- 


a his SON theteetien him, who by fill> | 


ing up void places on the east 


as, quarter of the town, enlarged the 
borders, and brought the temple | 


«of Olympian Jupiter, that before 
stood apart, and at a distance into 


the compass of the city; enriehing 


< and adorning it with golden offer- 


60 ings to a very great value; after 


% hich he ordered the cutting down 


i * for the use of Holy places.” 
He farther adds, 2 that Selben 


„the king of 
blems to 


« difficult cases were afterwards not 
1 only unravelled by Abdemonus a 


* 


erusalem, often sent 
ro iram, upon the for- 

« fer of a great sum of money, if he 

failed of expounding them. These 
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Tyrian, but new propositions start 
* ed by him, which Solomon himself 


'* not being able to resolve, was ob- 


© liged to eie the greatest part of 


the money.“ Thus far ene 


us. 5 
The foriificutions of Jerusalem be- 

ing deemed insufficient for the de- 

fence of that spacious and opulent 


city; king Solomon having finished 
the temple of the Lord, and his own 


palace, in the most sumptuous man- 


ner, applied himself to the completion 


of such repairs as were deemed ne- 
cessary for the security of the place. 


He built several cities also of con- 
siderable note as Asor, Megiddo, and 
Gereze, in the land of the Philistines, 


which Pharoah the king of Egypt 
had formerly taken by assault, and 
raising it to the ground, put ever 

creature in it to the sword, giving it 


| afterward” to his daughter upon "me 


match with Solomon. 
This city the king rebuilt, 8 
strength of its situation, and the use 


it might be of to the ee rele ak 


well 1 in war as ee 


He built likewise not far: 3 


bene Betharum and Baalath, beside 


other places of pleasure, with respect 
to the temperature of the climate, 
che delicacy of the fruits, and effects 


of the water.” 
He. possessed kimself alter this of 


wy city, two days journey from the 
. Syria, one from e ee 
six from Babylon. | 
This city was "are: at such a 
eren from the habitable part of 


we 9 in order to supply tra- 


| vellers, 
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vellers, who passed through the de- 
sarts with water, as it abounded with 


springs and fountains. 
This town being 


| 


Re nth. 


and strongly fortified, was called 


Tadmor, which name it bears among 


the Syrians to this day. But the 


| Greeks. called it Palmyra. 
As many 


tive in sacred matters, have discover- 


ed great desire to know the cause, 


wherefore the king of Egypt, from 
before the time of Abraham, to the 
days of Solomon, being upwards of 
thirteen hundred years, are called by 
the name of Pharaoh, we think it 
proper to observe in this place, that 
Pharoah, in the Egyptian language, 
signiſies as much as king? That 


they were brought up by other 


names; and that upon coming to 
the exereise of a public character, 
they exchange the distinction of the 


bee laudably inquisi- : 


1 n 


family, for the common name of 


PoWer. 


_ Thus it was with the kings of Al- 


exandria, who were educated by one 


name, and governed under another; 
being all called Ptolemies, from the 
Bist of their kings + bo 


So it was with the Roman empe- 


rors, ho in Case of such an eleva- 
tion, dropped their private and-he- 
reditary names, and were all called 
Cesar, with respect to the character 
of a sovereign power. 
Nor do we find in the whole his- 
tory of the Jewish nation, that after 


* * 


This was it, perhaps, that made Herodotus of Ha- 
licarnaſſus, in his account of the ſucceſſor to Minceus the 
first king of Memphis, reckon up to three hundred and 
thirty kings, referring to the * without mentioning. 


their names, Pharaoh being one common name to them 
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Pharaoh, the father in law of Solo- 
mon, there was never any other king 

of Egypt known by that name. I 
There was still a stubborn rem- 


nant of the Canaanites, betwixt 
Mount Lebanon, and the city of A- 


mathe, Who for some time disputed 
their allegiance to the kings of Is- 
rael, till Solomon at last made them 
his tributaries, upon condition of 
furnishing him yearly with such a 
certain number of slaves, as Was 
agreed upon to be employed in tilling 


the land, and other sorts of drud- 
gery, for the Israelites were not em- 


ployed in any work that was servile, 


neither would it have been reasona- 
ble, when God had subdued so many 


nations to his power, for the con- 
querors to descend to do the business 
of their captive. | 


As to the Israelites, their genius 
lay more in arms, chariots, horses, 
exploits of war, and military exer- 
CBC. i UU 

The Canaanites in the mean time 
were held to their labour, and six 


hundred officers of the king's put | 


cover them, to appoint them their 
tasks, and keep them to their work. 


Solomon like wise for re- defence of 


his kingdom, caused a fleet of ships 
to be built in Ezion-· Geber, an Egyp- 
tian bay upon the red-sea. This port 
was called Beneric, not far from the 
city of Elan, which. in those days was 
reckoned to be under the jurisdiction 


of the Hebrews. 


all. Now upon the coming of a woman afterwards to te 


N he speaks of her by the particular name of 
icaulis, the appellation of Pharaoh being only proper 
the” WP) (xt (50s I ot, Fl ns» 


in 
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In FAY building, fitting and rig- 


ging out of this navy, the king was 
= assisted by Hiram, who sent 
Bim as many expert pilots and sk1]- 
ful marriners, as he had occasion 
For, to conduct his officers to the 


land of Ophzr, since called India, 


2a 


9 IF 


where having got together, four hun- 


dred * talents of gold, apps return- | 


| wy with it to the king. 


The king of Israel's extraordinary 


virtue and wisdom, having spread 


His fame throughout the known 
world, had consequently reached the 


ears of che queen of Sheba,” an ad- 
Jjuacent kingdom, who being a princess 


of extraordinary understanding, and 


highly accomplished, the renown of 
his character had excited her impa- 
tience to hear and see the king him- 
self, wisely concluding, that experi- 
mental proof surpassed the most con- 


firmed report, which, on proper ex- 


amination might be found inconclu- 
sive or unauthenticated. Having de- 
bated the point for some time with 
herself, she came to a resolution, 
notwithstandin all the hazards and 
difficulties of a Leg and tedious jour- 


ney, to make him an honourable vi- 


sit, for the satisfaction of her cu- 
riosity, as well as her inclination and 
judgment; and to enjoy the benefit 


of instruction from that wisdom; of | 
their stated worship, employed her 
thoughts day and night, and so ex- 
ceedingly affected her mind, that she 
ON out into e e e ad. 


- which she had heard such an extra- 


ordinary account. 
, With this . Py set 


forward toward Jerusalem, with a 


train wks pg OK to her 


* 1 


— 1 on 
< 


725 Four had talents in . amounted to forty 
- - Give thousand six hundred and N 4ve pounds troy, 


course of his entertainments ; 


royal dignity,” ing with her a 


number of camels, laden with gold, 


a great variety of rich perfumes, 0 


Precious stones. 


Upon her arrival, the king receiv- 


ed her with all possible honour, 
courtesy and respect; 


and with so 
much ease and eee solved all the 
difficulties she proposed, that with 


| aKonishment she beheld a display of 


his surprising power; far superior to 


that which had been ee ru- 


moured concerning it. 

She greatly admired the agent 
cence of his palace, the order and 
disposition of the building, and at 
the king's incomparableskill, through 
the whole contrivance and conduR, 
but nothing moved her admiration 


more, than the masterly execution 
of that fabrick, called the Grove of 


Lebanon: the elegant and regular 
the 
discipline and economy of his 
household; and the peculiar grace 


and propriety, with which he con- 
4 dufted all his concerns. 5 


She was likewise infinkely pleted 


with the sight of the daily saerifices, 
and the application, care, and vene- 
ration, with which the priests and 
Levites performed thetr Pe? in 0 
A worship. | | 


The negatarity- an: order: ber 


j 2? >. 1 


1 1 their . in 2 was Solis two i one. e bün- 


; fred and my thousand . :ds TRE N 


"Great 
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| - Great prince, report is ſo doubtful | ing in grateful acknowledgment of 
and uncertain, that without a de- | the favour thus conferred upon him, 
monſtrative and experimental con- for he denied the queen nothing, and 
 firmation of the truth of what' we | was much readier to give, than she 
hear, we are forced to ſuſpend our | to ask, even to the preventing of her 
aſſent, eſpecially where the fame of | askings. After this reciprocal inter- 
things relates either to extreme good | change of presents given and taken, 
or evil ; but with reſpect to your in- | the queen returned back to their own 
comparable faculties ; that is, to the | country. V 
advantages of the mird in a ſuperla-] Soon after the departure of the 
tive degree of knowledge and under- | queen of Sheba, Solomon's fleet re- 
 feanding, and the glory of your out- | turned from Ophir, (otherwise cal- 
ward ſtate, the rumour has been jo | led the land of gold) with stones 
far pane partial, that it falls ſhort | for jewels, and pine wood in abun- 
even of a common juſtice; for though | dance; the latter was made use of 
common fame reported as much to _ for pillars and supporters to 
your honour as words could expreſs, | the king's temple and palace, and 
LT have yet the happineſs at this pre- non for musical instruments, as 
ſent time to ſee much more than 1 | harps, cymbals, psalteries, and the 
heard, Bleſſed are the Hebrews, | like, for the Levites to gloriſ _ 
blefſed are the friends and people of | God upon in company with their 2 
Solomon, that ſtand ever before him, | voices f. x 2945 „ 
and hear his ruiſdom; and bleſſed be This plate-fleet brought the king 
God for his goodneſs to this land and six — and sixty-six talents of 
nation, in placing them under the | gold, over and above the merchants 
government of jo excellent a prince. | adventure, and what the governors 5 
Nor did this great princess testify | and kings of Arabia sent him for 
her admiration of the extraordinary presents. Of this gold he caused to 7 
endowments of Solomon by words * cast two hundred targets, weigh- 
alone, but as a farther instance of the | ing sixty hundred shekels of gold 
high respect she had for the king, | each; and these were all hung up in 
she made him a present of twenty | the great hall of the Grove of Le- 
talents of gold, aromatical spices, | banon. His drinking cups were all 
rich perfumes, and precious stones, | of beaten gold too, garnished with 
to a prodigious value ®, precious stones, and most curiously 
Nor was the king of Israel want- | wrought by eminent artists; in short, 
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They speak also of a root of balsam that she brou upon the world for pine, in the way of trade, betwixt - 
with her, which (according to à tradition we have) 15 buyers and sellers: E.x has 3 the grain of a 
the first plant of the kind that ever came into Judea, I fig-tree, only whiter, and more glossy. We —— it 
where it hath propagated so wonderfully ever since. not amiss to advertise the reader of this common mistake, 
I + It is:to be noted, that for size and beauty, Solomon {| that falls 80 naturally upon "this occasion into Solomon's 


_ 


had never seen any of this sort of wood comparable to it | tory 


| | * 
before. This was not the wood that passes commonly £ 
% , 4 ; ; 0 | 


my 
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the rest of his utensils were of the 
same metal J. 5 
The renown of Solomon's wisdom, 


extended to the remotest climates, se- 


veral potent princes most ardently 


desired to see him, and embraced 
every opportunity of testifying by 
their submission, and munificence 


the veneration in which they held 


his dignified character. They sent 


him gold and silver plate, purple 


robes, spices and perfumes of all 
sorts, horses, chariots, and mules 
for burden, such as for strength and 
beauty they thought might be most 
acceptable to the king; so that he 


had now an addition of four hun- 


dred chariots to what he had before; 
that is, a thousand chariots, and 
twelve thousand horses, 
beauty and speed were beyond all 


others; and to grace the spectacle, 


they had the flower of the youth to 
ride and manage them. They were 


all comely persons, in purple vest; 
their hair flowing, which added a 
Justre to their motion, and a dig- 


nity to their general appearance. 
This was the body guard, which 
with their arms and quivers, attend- 


ed the king's cha riot (himself mount- 
ed in it, cloathed in white) to a 
pleasant retirement not far from the 
city, in which for the curious gar- 
dens, walks, and fountains, and the 


_ fruntfulness of the place, he took 


great delight. 
Such 


5 


4 There was no trading with money in this case? for 


tu king had his ships in the sea of Tarsus that merchandi- 


sed wich foreign nations; and in exchange for commodi- 


2 dies of his own, brought him back gold and silver, great 


by 


power, and magnificence having now | 


that for 


was the regularity and pre- 


LA 


phrates. 


ciseness of this extraordinary prince, 
in the minutest cases, that fell under 
his inspection, that he provided for 
the very paving of the highways 
that led to his palace at Jerusalem, 
partly for the convenience of passen- 
gers, and partly for his own magni- 
ficence. CE I ET A On 

He kept not many chariots about 
his person, but quartered them here 


and there by certain numbers in the 


adjacent towns; and these places 
were called his chariot- towns. 
Silver was as plentiful in Jerusalem 
as stones; and cerlars, which had 
never been seen in Judea before, 
were now as common as mulberry- 
SR Dr ous ang | 
He gave commission also to his 


Egyptian merchants to buy him 


a provision of chariots with two 
horses, at the price of six hundred 
silver drachmas a- piece; and these 
were to be sent away to the kings 
of Syria, and beyond the river Eu- 


The impartiality of the sacred 


historian is in no instance more evi- 


dent, than in his recital of the 
transaction that occurred during the 
reign of this memorable prince; 
who is represented as the most pious, 
glorious, and wise monarch, that 


ever swayed the scepter of Israel in 


the former part of his government; 
and as justly censured e eee . 
in the latter clause of it, from the pre- 
cepts of his forefather, and sullying 
the glories he had before acquired. 


— 


| quantities of ivory black, apes, &c, Going and com- 


ing, they reckoned upon this expedition as a three years 
voyage. 8 e a 15 . . 6 3 0 


| \ 
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His raging lust after women, trans- 


orted him beyond all bounds; nor 


could the women of his own country 
serve his turn, for he took indifferent- 


ly women of all nations, Sidonians, 


Tyrians, Ammonites, Edomites, &c. 
contrary to the institution of Moses, 
which forbid the Hebrews any inter- 
course of marriage with strangers, 
wisely foreseeing, the strange women 
Should inveigle them over to worship 
strange Gods too. „„ roy 

This was the true reason of the 


precaution against such marriges; for 


the violation of one law, is but a step 
toward the breaking of another; and 
the taking of a prohibited wife, natu- 
rally led to the embracing of a pro- 
hibited religion. „ 

But Solomon's sensual appetite 
was deaf to all counsels of sobriety 
and reason. He had no less than se- 


ven“ hundred wives, that were prin- 
cesses, (the daughter of the king of 
Egypt for one,) and three hundred 
concubines; and the passion he had 


for the charms of their conversation 
carried him into compliances with 
them in the impiety of their practices 
and opinions, as the most effectual 


cearnest he could give them of his ten- 


derness and affection. 


As he grew more advanced in years, 


— 


he felt the decay of age in his mind, 


as well as in his body, and still as he 
became more and more careless and 


remiss in the exercise of the true 
worship, he was the more easily pre- 


* 
th 
_— 
— 


* This N a circumstance that greatly terminates Solo- 
mon's character; and upon first reading it, one is very apt 
to wonder what possible use he could make of this milliad 
of wives and concubines: but when we consider, - that he 


Vas between forty and fifty years old, before he ran into 
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vailed upon to join with these strange 
women in a false one; nor was this 


the first breach of the law that he 


end. 
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was guilty of, for he had transgressed 
the rule, in the very figures of his 


bulls, under his brazen sea, and in 


the lions afterward, that were set as 
a guard upon the throne, which were 
all directly against a positive institu- 
tio N „„ 
He had at the same time in his 
own family, the most glorious prece- 
dent for honour and virtue, in the 
example of his father, whose piety 
and practice was so expressly recom- 
mended.,to his imitation, that God 


inculcated the charge over and over 
to him in his sleep; and upon the 


pain of his utmost displeasure, en- 
joined him to tread in his father's 
steps. 


* This he neglected to do, and came 


in the conclusion to an ignominious 


The eye of omniscience, having 
beheld his vicious practices, it plea- 


sed God at length to let him know, 


that his displeasure was kindled a- 
gainst him, by sending a prophet to 
assure him, That his wickedneſs was 
not jo ſecret, and he ſhould not pafs 
long unpuniſhed; but in regard to a 
hromiſe from! heaven, to has father, 
that he ſhould have no other fucceſſor, 

the prophet told him that his govern- 
ment ſhould not be taken from him 
whale he was living, but that after his 


death, his jon ſhould ſuffer. for the 


this excess, it is most reasonable to think, that he kept this 
multitude of women more for state than any other service; 
and that this custom still prevails among the eastern princes, 
who have a great number of wives, whom they never saw, 


is attexted by travellers of the greatest credit and authority, 


iniguities 


* 
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iniguities, of his father; not that | 
there ſhould be an univerſal defec- 


tion, but that ten tribes only ſhould 
revolt, and the other two continue in 


thetr allegiance to the ſon of Solo- 


mon, for his grand father's ſake, and 
or the ſake of the temple at Jeruſa- 
lem, which God had made choice of 
for the place of his habitation. 


This severe chastisement, which 
foretold his sudden dejection from 
the most exalted glory and dignity, 
to the lowest state and condition, 
wounded him to the very soul; nor 
could he, on reflection, deny the 


justice of the sentence. 


Some short time after this de- 


nouneing message by the Prophet, 


God, stirred up a bitter enemy against 
Solomon, whose name was Hadad, 
an Edomite by birth, and a branch of 
the royal family. The ground of 


his animosity was as follows: 


When the Hebrews over-ran the 
country of Edom, under the com- 


mand of Joab, who at that time was 


David's general, Joab having sub- 


dued the people, put to the sword 


all the males he could find in the 


province that were able to bear arms, 
and this execution continued for six 
. | I ũa famous captain of a body of ban- 


months. N , 


- he 


This Hadad who in those days was 
but a child, made his escape to Pha- 
rach king of Egypt, who not only 

received him with great humanity, - 

but very generously gave him houses, 


lands and revenues for his enter- 


es 


* 


tainment, and conceived such an af- 
fection further for him, upon his 


$7owing up, that he married him to 


is own wile's sister, whose name 
was Taphenes, who bore him, a son | king Solomon. 


4 
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that 'was trained up with the chil- 
dren of Pharaoh. 5 5 


— 


In process of time news was 


brought to Egypt, that David and 
Joab were both dead; and Hadad, 


upon these tidings desired Pharaoh's 


leave to return to his own country. 


The king, not well pleased with 
his request, asked him what he 


wanted, or what he meant by that 


earnestness to leave the best friend 
he had in the world? and though he 


pressed him most earnestly he could 


not as yet prevail. 


Solomon being now in a declining 


condition, and the measure of his 
iniquity well nigh full, God put it 
into Pharaoh's heart, whom he had _ 


hitherto restrained to let Hadad re- 
turn; so that he came forthwith in- 
to Edom, with a design to sir up the 


people to a rebellion against Solo- 


mon. 5 


But finding the garrisons 80 strong, 
and the country in such a posture, 


that there was no possibility of suc- 
cess by a surprize, he took new mea- 
sures, and went from thence into 


Syria, where he joined interest with 


one Rezon, a fugitive from his mas- 
ter Hadadezer, the king of Zoab, and 


ditti, that ravaged the country at 
n, N 


Hadad entered into a league with 


this man; and, with his assistance, 


* 


subdued that part of Syria, where he 
got himself to be declared king, and 
made so many inroads upon the land 
of the Israelites, that murder and 
plunder ee e even du- 
ring the reign of the once potent 


— 


1 


5 
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Nor were these affronts and in- 


dignities from a stranger, all that the 


king suffered; for a more dangerous 


conspiracy was formed against him 
at the same time, in his own. king- 
dom, by Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, 


a man of a turbulent and ambitious 
spirit, and one who was possessed 


with a' notion, that he had long since 
received from an old prophecy, an 
account of the part he was to bear 


in the overturning of the govern- 


. 
jeroboam being left by his father 
very young, and under the tuition of 


his mother: Solomon took notice of 


him as he grew up towards man's es- 


tate, for a youth of promising parts, 
and made him overseer of his works, 
being at that time repairing and re- 
| for himself. 

Solomon was no stranger to the 
malice of his designs; and there was 


building the walls of Jerusalem, 


Heacquitted himself so well in that 
commission, that he gave him the 
military command of the tribe of 

Joseph, as a consideration for his in- 


dustry and service. 


As he was one day travelling out 


of Jerusalem, about his business, the 
Prophet Ahijah, the Shilonite, met 


him upon the way; and after a for- 


mal salute, took him aside, and there 
laid hold of the garment he had on, 
and rent it into twelve pieces, biddin 
him take ten of them to himself, an 
delivering to him the will of God in 


these words: 5 


Cod is reſolved to tear the govern- 
ment from Solomon; and for his pro- 
maſe fake, to give him the two conti- | 


guous tribes to the ſon of Solomon, 
and the other ten to you, as a juſt 
puniſhment for giving up himſelf to 
Strange women, and to ſtrange gods, 


| 


or 
4 
1 


, 
4 


/hak, the kin 


[ 
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| wherefore ince you fee the ground of 
has rejection, let Solomon's miſerable 


caſe be a warning to you, not to do the 


ſame things your ſelf that ruined him. 


Be juſt to all men; obſerve and pro- 
tect the laws ; 7 apy Ur 
tues of piety and religion, and you 
may promiſe your ſelf the comfort and 
enzoyment of David's reward. 
Jeroboam was not a little elevated 


with these words of the Prophet; and 


being naturally of a very. haughty - 
and aspiring spirit, every thing that 


gratified his ambition, made him tur- 


bulent and unquiet. 
The propheti 
upon his mind; and the first thing 
he did, after he came to the army, 
was to tamper with the people 


against their sovereign, and to set up 


a train laid to surprize him, and dis- 
patch him; but the plot was disco- 
vered, and Jerggoam escaped to Shz- 
Xt Egypt, where he 
waited the death of Solomon, for a 
fair opportunity to revive his preten- 


sions. — 


* 
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DEATH Or SOLOMON. REVOLT OF | 
- THE TEN TRIBES. FROM THEIR AI- 
LEGIANCE TO REHOBOAM,. HIS SON | 


AND SUCCESSOR. THEY DECLARE 
FOR JEROBOAM, WHO SEDUCES 
THEM TO IDOLATRY. AWFUL -DIS- 


PLAY OF THE DIVINE VENGEANCE -: 
AGAINST WILFUL' - DISOBEDIENCE, _ 

IN GOD'S DISPENSATIONS TOWARD + 
WICKED KINGS,. AND A PERVERSE _ 
DEATH OF REHOBOAM. |: 


'PEQPLE. 
PREDICTION OF THE RUIN OF JERO- 


BOAM, AND HIS. WHOLE. FAMILY. 
EXACT FULFILMENT OF THAT PRO- | 
Is»xather than feared. 


PHECY. 3 5 
N A ; 8 - 
Vo : 3 9 ; & þ * * Bus. " $ « 


COON after this special revela- 


tion of the divine mind and will 


to ſeroboam, Solomon the renown- 
ed king of Israel paid the debt of na- 
ture, having reigned over that mighty | 

| I derstood it so easily, and so necessa- 


people forty. years . 
He was undoubte 


might have reigned the happiest, if 


his inordinate attachment to women 
had not hurried him 1 
sion of such enormitf 
of God, as entailed misery on him- 
self, and were the source of numberless 


a commis- 
in the sight 


misfortunes to the Israelites, as will 
appear in the sequel of this history. 


Solomon being deceased, and Re- 


hoboam his son succeeding in course 
to the throne, some of the grandees 


sent immediately into Egypt, to in- 


Ix 


He y the wisest and 
riches prince that Wer existed, and 


1 


9 


nenn 


4 S 


some jealousy what would 


K a 


- We account Foſephus gives of Solomon's reign, | 


wherein he lengthens it to eighty years, is most certainly 
false, as having the addition of forty years, not warranted 
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form Jeroboam, of the event, and to 
recall him 3 
Upon this notice he repaired to 


Shechem, and Rehoboam proposed 


to call an assembly, and enter upon 
the government by the common de- 
claration and consent of the people. 
Upon this occasion divers of the 
people and leading men, together 
with Jeroboam, went to Rehoboam, 
and addressed him by way of ad- 
vice and respect, representing to him, 
that his father had laid heavy bur- 
dens upon his subjects, and that they 


were in hopes that they should find 


him easier; as it was to his interest 
and security, to make himself beloved 


They humbly recommended this 


to his consideration; and Rehoboam 
took three days time to consider of it. 


The delay of his answer oe them 
e the re- 
sult, especially in a case, as they un- 


ry to be resolved immediately, and 
so well becoming the years and gir- 
cumstances of a young prince. 
However, as he declined giving 
them a positive answer, they still en- 
tertained some hopes of his compli- 
An consequence of this general ap- 
plication Rehoboam advised with his 
father's friends and counsellors what 
answer to return them, being both 


well affected to the public, as well 


as these, respected by them, advised 
him by all means to treat them with 


» <4 


by any authority of $cripture, which tells us that he came 
to the crown when young, and that he reigned in Jecu- 


zalem over all Israel but forty years. N 


courtesy 
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courtesy and condescension, assuring 
him that he would gain much more 


upon them by a popular freedom, 
than by standing to the formalites of 


majesty and state; there being no such 
tie upon the hearts of the people, as 
affability and humility in the prince. 


Nothing could have been said more 
to the purpose in general, or more | 
especially to his purpose in particular, 


having a kingdom in his view. 
But his understanding was perver- 

ted by a judicial infatuation, to such 

a degree, that he rejected their coun- 


sel, formed a cabal of his own hu- 


mour and years, told them what had 
passed, and demanded their opinion 
upon the whole affair. : 
They took the point into debate; 
and whether for want of experience 
and foresight, or that God had blind- 
ed them, they came all to this agree- 
ment upon the question : 9 
Rghoboam was to tell them, That 
fence they complained of his predeceſ}- 


way”: they ſhould find his little finger 


neavier than his father's loins. If 
they thought themfelves il uſed for- 
merly, they muſt expett greater ſeve- 
rity now: and that if his father cha- 
ſirjed them with whips, he himſelf was 
reſolved to chaſtiſe them with ſcor- 
ONS. 
0 The king was so delighted with this 
proud, insulting answer, that upon 
the third day, when the people were 
gathered together in the greatest anx- 
iety imaginable, betwixt hope and fear 
of the doom they were to receive. 
The king appeared, and rejecting 
the opinion of his father's coungsel- 


lors, gave the people for answer, the 


1 


very words that the young men had 
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—— 


might be fulfilled. 


lude to a general revolt. 


sing to himself, with this body of men, 


* 


put in his mouth; the Providence of 
God having so ordered it, that the 
prophecy of the prophet Ahijah 


These words were no less terrible 
in the hearing, than the dreadful 


things they threatened would have 


been in the execution; insomuch that 
they all cried out in a rage, as with 
one voice; Mat have we to do with 


\ the houſe of David? Let him take to 


humfelf the temple that his father. 


built. | 


And the uproar looked like a pre- 
The sedi- 


tion was so violent, that Hadoram, 


one of the king's officers in the tre- 


sury, being sent out to pacify them, 
by laying the blame upon the intem- 


perate zeal of some hot-headed young 


men, the people stoned him to death, 
without so much as hearing him. 
Rehoboam looked upon this vio- 
lence to be levelled at him, rather 
than his officer, (nor was his conjee- 
ture without ground,) so that he pre- 


sently mounted his chariot, and post- 


ed away to Jerusalem, to avoid the 


fury of the mutineers. 


The tribes of Judah and Benja- 


min, as one man stuck to him, and 


proclaimed him for their king; but 


the rest of the people went over to 


Jeroboam; and from that day for- 


ward, revolted from their allegiance, 


to the house of David. | 
Such was Rehoboam's indignation 


at the thoughts of this revolt, that he 


summoned a full convention of the 
two tribes that stood firm to their al- 
legiance, and drew out one hundred 
and eighty thousand soldiers, propo- 


to 


_— 
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duty by force. 


While he was preparing for this en- 
terprize, he was admonished by a 


* 1 


where the desertion was in some mea- 


sure the work of a divine drection. 
Having promised these things re- 
lative to the defection of the tribes, 
we shall proceed to relate the conse- 
quences, as distinctly as the various 
subjects will admit of. 


4 


Jeroboam built himself a palace 8 


Shechem, which he made his place of 
residence, and afterwards, for variety's 
Sake, he erected another at Penuel. 
As the ſeast of the tabernacles ap- 


himself on the 


proved, he- thus deliberated with 


danger he should in- 


cur, by permitting the people to go 
erusalem to worship: VF I 
.now ſuffer my people to go up to Je- 

* .ruſalem, aud leave them at liberty to 
celebrate that feſtrual, they will be jo 

_ delighted with the ſhews and ceremo- 
nes of that place, and of the religion, 
tat they will be liable to change their 
mind, and be returning to their old 
Eing again, as well as to their old way 
aich maytend to the extremehazard,. 
even of my life, as alſo of my govern- 
ment. | | . | 
No to prevent this, he bethought 
himself of the following expedient: 
he caused to be made two golden 
Calves, and two temples to be built, 
the one at Bethel, and the other at 
Dan, which is a town situate at the 
head of the Lesser Jordan. | 
8 he images were consecrated in 
both places; and having convened an 

__ assembly of the ten tribes under his 


up to 


Th 


ner? from God, not to engage 
himself in a civil war, especially 


MF 


— 
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to reduce the other ten tribes to their 


command, he harangued them to 


. this e pp 8 5 


ne 


need not tell you, my countrymen, 
that God ts every where, and not con- 


fined to any certain place; but where- 


ever we are, he hears our prayers, 
and accepts our worſhip in one place 
as well as in another ; and therefore 


I am not at all of opinion for your 


going uþ to Ferujalem at this time, 
to a people that hate you. 
It is a long and tedious journey, 
and all this only for the ſake of reli- 
F F 
4 He that built that temple was but 
a man, as every one ts here; and the 
golden calves that I have provided for 
you, the one in Bethel, and the other 
in Dan; are conſecrated, as well as 
that temple; and Jo much nearer you, 
in purpoſe for the convenience of 
your worſhtp; where you may pay 
your duty to God in ſuch manner as 
beſt pleaſeth him. Es 
As for the Prieſts and Levites, 1 


ſhall make ſuch a proviſion for you, 


that you ſhall have no want, either of 
the tribe of Levi, or of the race of 
Aaron. Let him that has @ mind to 
enter into the ſacerdotal office, inti- 
mate himſelf into the Prieſthood, by 
the ſacrifice of a calf, and a ram, ac- 


cording to the inſtitution of Aaron, 


who was the firſt of that order, and 
only qualified for that ſunctiorn. 
This was Jeroboam's method of 
sedueing the multitude into an apos- 
tacy from the laws of their God, and 
of their country; and he himself 


| consequently was the capital cause 


of those calamities that befel the Is- 
raclites ; such as foreign wars, routs, 
captivity, and the like, — 


The 


83 
_ 
* 
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The festival of the n month 6 
vas now drawing on, and Jeroboam 
took a resolution to worship the 


same way at Bethel that the two 
tribes did at Jerusalem. 


There was an altar e 8 | 


the golden calf :. he himself persona- 


ted the high-priest, and went up 
5 with his own priests after the man- N 


ner of the temple worship. 


But as he was preparing to put 
fre to the offering in the sight of 
all the people, there came out a Pro- 


phet from Jerusalem in that very 


point of time, whose name was 
| him, not 80 much as to taste either 


| bread or wine in that city, nor to 
return the same way he came. L 


fear He was sent by God, and 


eing advanced into the middle of 


the crowd; he addressed himself in 


the king's hearing to the altar, in 


words to this purpose: 
. Altar, altar. J "I lh © 
Lond 72 75 fall ariſſe one out of the 
| e 0 


 Jeath the falſe prophets, ſeducers, 
and impoſtors of thoje times, and up- 
on thee 


 thority. of it Mali 


by a prod: 


The altar ſhall fall to hieces, and 
the fat of the ſacrifices upon it ſhall 
| upon his bed, his sons brought him 

The king was so inflamed by these | 
words of the Prophet, that he lifted | 
up his hand against him, and com- | ders he had done; with the story of 
manded aloud, that some · body should 
| But his arm was 
immediately so benumbed and blast- 
ed, that it was like a dead limb, nor 


be hilt upon the ground. 


Jay hold of him. 


could he draw it back again. 


n altar fell to pieces, and the 


| 29 4 
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Fudah, whoſe name ſhall be 
Fofeah ; 2 upon thee ſhall put to 


333 


fat of the Hes 58 was Wee up- 
on the ee as the 1 8 had 


foretold. 


The king. finding by what spirit : 


the man spoke, and that he was no 


counterfeit, besought him to pray to 
God on his behalf, for the restoring 


of his withered arm; which being 


done, and the miracle wrought, Je- 


roboam thankfully acknowledged the 


benefit of the cure, and earnestly 
pressed the Prophet to stay and take 


some refreshment with him; but 


he excused himself, by alledging an 
injunction that God had laid upon 


This solemn and reserved beha- 


viour of the Prophet, confirmed the 


tie 


king in his belief of the reality of 
his mission from God, and conse- 
quently excited his terror, lest his 
re concerning him Should be 
ulfilled 5 

There was at Bethel a certain false 


all burn their bones; and Prophet, that was in Jeroboam's fa- 


tothe end that no creature may doubt 
tue truth of thts Fe eee, the au- 


be Now confirmed 1 
| pleasing to his master, and subser⸗ | 


vour, not for the truth, for he was 


an impostor; but for che uttering 


such prophecies as he knew were 


vient to his own interest. 5 
This man was old; and as he ley 


news of a famous Prophet that was 
come to Jerusalem, and what won- 
Jeroboam's: withered arm, and the 
recovery of it, at the Prophet's in- 


tercession to God for him ; and how 
he was now gone back be ring and 
which way he went. | 


The fame of this stranger created 
4 2 Th a such 


934 | 
such a jealousy in the old man, lest 
he should be supplanted in his mas- 
ter's favour, that he presently order- 
ed his sons to saddle his ass, which 
being immediately done, the man 
mounted, and posted with all imagi- 


nable expedition to seek after the 


_ $trange Prophet. He followed him 
step by step, till he came up with 


him at last, as he was resting himself 


e shadow of a large spread- 


under th 


ing ax. 
After the first 


Salute, the false Pro- 


4 Gy 


het desired him to return home with 


him, and take some refreshment. 


Ihe stranger positively refused his 


invitation, telling him that God had 
forbidden him 
in that city. 


to himself a power to forgive this 


_ - deviation from the command of 


God, and so far prevailed upon Ja- 
don, that he gave credit to his wick- 
ed insinuation, accepted of his invi- 


tation, and went along with him. 


While they were at dinner, and in 


the freedom of discourse, God ap- 


1 peared to Jaden, and told him, that 
he would not only punish him for 


e 


Butthe impious impostorarrogated 


i 


His disobedience, but the very man- 
ner of his punishment, which was, 


1 2 pu 


1 * 
1 
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(za) Killed him.” It has been asseriedl by those who are 


200 ready to arraign the divine Providence, that the pu- 
nishment of this Prophet was very inadequate to the crime 
he had committed, Which was of a very trivial nature, and 


much milder than what was really infli 
thou, vain man ! that darest thus 1 | | 
tion the justice of thy Maker ? this Prophet had sufficient 


that he should be torn. to pieces 


it it merited any punishment at all, it ought to have been 
0 : but, who art 
iously to call in ques- 


4 us learn from hence, not suffer our faith/ to be perverted 


evidence of the truth of his own revelation :/ had sufficient 


cause to suſpett some corrupt ends in the Prophet who | 


_—_— ; 
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either to eat or drink | 
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| upon the way by a lion, and that his 


body should not be buried in the se- 
pulchre of his fore-fathers. 
It fell out accordingly, and per- 
haps God ordered it so, toy the hard- 
ening of Jeroboam's heart, into a dis- 
belief of Jadon, upon so remarkable 
a miscarriage. For, in his way back 
to Jerusalem, a lion tore him off his 
ass, and killed (a) him. The ass 
remaining untouched, and standing 
still, while the lion laid by the car- 
cass, like a guard to both _ 
The relation of this disaster being, 
brought to the false prophet by some 
travellers that passed that way, he 
appointed his sons, to fetch the body 
into the city, which being done, he 
gave it a magnificent burial, charging 
his sons, whenever he died, to see his 
own body laid in the same monument. 
For said he, whatever this good man 
has ſhoken concerning the city, the 
altar, the rat and the falſe pro- 
Mitt n ru,, 5 
Now when I am dead, and my bones 
depofited with his, T am ſafe; for who 
/hall-know hts bones from mine? © 
As soon as Jadon's funeral rites 
were finished, the false prophet hast- 
ened to Jeroboam, and observing the 
anxiety of his mind, enquired: the 
cause of such extraordinary dejec- 


46. 


came to recall him; and had sufficient reason to expect an 

interposition of the same power that gave him the injunc- 

tion, to repeal it: his crime therefore was an easy credi- | 
lity, and a compliance with an offer, merely to gratify z 
petulant appetite, which he well knew-was repugnant to a 
divine c nd. We have no reason then to say, that 
his crime was small, or his punishment too severe; but let 


by any suggestions, which are made against a revelation, 
whose authority is divine and incontestibſfe. 


* 
* 
1 


* 8 
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To ues 
tion, 


_ 


| manded of him, what he thought | 
of the prodigy of the altar, and the 


weariness made it numb. at first, per- 
haps; but after a little rest, you see 


roughly settled, it sunk under the 


by a lion; and that there was not the 
least sign or 


forward he had no longer any thought 


the contrary, abandoned himself 
wholly to the love, study and prac- 
tice of all manner of wickedness; and 


tion, representing the folly of being ' 


affected by the words of a madman. | 
But the king, sensibly affected, de- 


miraculous loss and recovery of his 


7 


The man, says he, certainly is a 
man of God, and a true Prophet, or 
else he could never have done all 
The other in the mean time did all 
he could to disguise the truth, with 


plausible glosses and distinctions. 
As to the affair of your hand, 
Says he, addressing himself to the 


king, it is very probable: you had 
over-wrought 2 with carrying 
sacrifices to the altar. The very 


it came to itself again. 


6 5 Now, with res pect to the | altar, it | 
was new built ; and not being tho- 


weight of an insupportable burden 
of sacrifices that were laid upon it. 
And as concerning the holy man's 


end, he observed, that he was killed 


th token of a Prophet in all 
is. apt ITY 


| : bx : e 
Ihe king was so corrupted with | 


those insinuations, that from thence 


of God or his commands; but, on 


to such a degree too, that in effect he 


of THE HOLY BIBLE. | 


arm? (relating both the circum- | 
| | Stances at length.) n j 


working all manner of iniquity with 
greedmedtsohrin ß 
Rehoboam, being king all this time 

of the two tribes: before-mentioned, 
built and \ fortified . several fair and 
strong cities, as Bethlehem, Etam, 
 Tehoa,  Bethzur, Shoco, Adullam, 
Gath, Mareſhah, Ziph, Adoraim, 
Lachiſh; Azekah, Zorah, Aijalon. 
and Hebron, all in the tribe of Ju- 
dah, beside other towns, in the lot 
of Benjamin, which he provided with 
good garrisons and governors, and 
with corn, oil, and other necessaries 
in abundance, for their maintenance 
and defence: beside many thousands 
of shields and lances. 1125 
While Rehoboam continued at ſe- 

rusalem, there came up from all parts, 
great numbers of priests and Levites, 
and as many of the laity too, as 
made any conscience of obeying the 
commandments of the God of Israel, 
leaving their habitations to attend 
his solemn worshi7pß. 

They were all weary of Jerobo- 
am's tyranny, and forcing them to 
worship his calves, to the dishonour 
of the true God. The discontent, 
in fine, was so great, that within the 
space of three years, the power and 


— 


2 oe © 


interest of Rehoboam was mightily 
increased. 17 | ' 


The king's first wife was his kins- 
woman, by whom he had three chil- 
dren, and - he. afterwards married 
Maacah, and the daughter of Ab ſa- 
| lom, by whom he hat Ahijah, and 


she was related to him too. He had 
several wives beside, and children 
by them, but none were so dear to 


" T + ret 
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him as Maacah. He had eighteen 
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natural for subjects to be depraved 
 DytheceriF example of their en. 
. ors; for the virtue or the iniquity of 


* 


© > 
* 
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„„ 
legitimate wives, and sixty concu- | 
bines, by whom he had eight and 
twenty sons, and sixty daughters. 
Amongst whom Ahijah, the son of 
Maacah, was the person he designed 


; treasure and strong holds all 1 0 his 


time ruined him; for the greater he 
3 in the world, the more liberty 


_ enced the people by his example to 


in other words, not to do as they do, 


licenti 


king. = +wrfs | Te SY £1 PO 4 aig: of oye” ; 
— Such flagrant” violations of the di- 


not fail in meeting with the Divine 
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+ - of that being, 


for his successor, ' committing - his 


But it fell out with Rehoboam, as 


in common with other 'mortals ; | 


prosperity puffed him up, and in 


E took to be (5) wicked; and not 
only contemned God, and his holy 
commandments himself, but influ- 


the same iniquitous practices. It is 


the governor” is generally a sort of 
rule for the people to walk by; or 
is tacitly to condemn their doings: 
thus. it happened to Rehobgam, 
where the 17 55 were wicked and 
i 0 or | | 


2 
+ FY 


vine Jaw, and general depravity in 
a people who had received so many 
and signal favours from God, could 


reßentment. 


ar of displeasing the 


7 * 1 5 * 


himself upon Rehoboam, by the 
hand of Shishak the king of Egypt, 
not by Sesostris, as Herodotus mis- 
takes the matter. SSL; een 


This Shishak, in the fifth year of 


Rehoboam's reign, marched against 


dience. 


It pleased God therefore to avenge | 


8 hag 
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-. (8) Tobe wicked. Foolish and unwise prince to ima- 
ine himself seture amidst the most numerous ' legions, | 
while he rejefted that assistance which alone could preserve 
him, and rendered himself obnoxious to the indignation | 
by Whose sole permission Kings reign, and 

Justice; who can at any time make a land 
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barren for the wickedness of them that dwell therein. 


him with a vast army. They were 


reckoned twelve hundred chariots, 


sixty thousand horse, and forty hun- 
dred thousand foot; the soldiers be- 
ing most of them Africans and Ethio- 
pians. With this army Shishak broke 
in upon the Israelites, and took into 
his protection several of their strong 
towns, that surrendered of their 
e 
In all these places he left garri- 


7 


sons, and marched immediately up to 


Jerusalem, where Rehoboam and his 


people were blocked up in the town. 
The king in this streight betook 
himself to prayer and supplication, 
for victory over his enemies, but 


could not prevail for an answer to 


his satisfaction; and thereupon She- 
maiah the prophet told him, for his 
greater terror, that God threatened 
to forsake all those that forsake him 
first. This terrified them all into an 
acknowledgment of their wickedness, 
and of God's just judgment upon 
them for their apostacy and disobe- 

10 - e ll 


Being now brought to the extre- 
mity of (c) despair, the prophet told 
the king once again, that God was 


* * 


* 
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le) Deſpair. | An unfcigned sorrow, and heatty con- 
trition far sin, is an effectual method of averting the ven- 
cance of that gracious deity, who delights to save rather 
de e e , e forgive the dl, ef 
them that are penitent, )) 


have been inflified upon tbem 12176 


„„ V, --.-: 
pleased 50 far to accept of their hu- 
miliation and repentance, that they 

should not be utterly destroyed and 
cut off, but only delivered up in sub- 
jedtion and slavery to the Egyptians, 
that they might learn by experience, 

_  whetherit was better to serve God or 

Man. „N BVVVVVVCVVCCC LEWES?! : 
up Jerusalem, to Shishak, upon cer- 
tain conditions; but the conqueror, 
without any regard to faith, or ho- 
nour, broke his articles, pillaged the 
temple, took away all the plate, and 
treasure, as well appertaining to the 
sandctuary, as the king, to an inesti- 
mable value, without leaving so much 
as one grain behind him. He car- 
ried away the golden shields and 
bucklers that Solomon had caused to 
be made, with the golden quivers that 

David took, and dedicated to the 

adorning of the temple. e.. 

After which Shishak returned to 

Egypt, with a prodigious booty.“ 

Alfter the departure of Shishak in- 

to Egypt, Rehoboam repaired. the 


. 


And this, merciful disposition these Israclites now hap- 
| pily experienced, for he was pleased to accept their sincere 

humiliation and promise of amendment, and to respite the 
everest part of that punishment which would otherwise 


* * 
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loss of the golden (d) shields and 


* 


Herodotus of Halicarnaſſaus takes notice of this ex- 
pedition, only mistaking the name, where he speaks of the 
Lg uf E gy pts ach” throufh reveal e counts; | 
| and of preng the Palgſtine Syria, without striking a | 
_ "Now this can = be understoed of the conquest of 
the country by the Egyptians ; for he «peaks of ſeveral 
pillars eretied and left there, with the images of men cut 
upon them, with the privy parts of women, as an emble- 
matical way of stigmatizing the men for giving up their 
country withour ever 88 
Now this Rehoboam was undoubtedly the king of Ig 
ae, that gave all for the asking. He says like wise, that 


the Ethiopians took up the custom of circumcising from | 


the Egyptians, - 


©3887 


bucklers, with: the: same number of 8 


brass, and committed the care of 
them tohis proper officers and guards, 
and then betook himself to a life of 
retirement, resigning every public 
concern, fearing lest the continual 
feuds between Jeroboam and himself, 
might in 
He wasa weak and arrogant prince, 


the end, prove destructive 


and lost, through his own misconduct, 


his government and his reputation. 


He was buried at Jerusalem, among 


the king's; and his son Abijah suc- 


-ceeded” him, in the eighteenth year 
of +Jeroboam's” reign over the ten 


Having related the most memora- 


ble transactions of the life of Reho- 


boam, ve follow the account of the 


sacred historian, in presenting an ac- 


count of God's dealing with Jeroboam, 


- who caused the Israelites to run into 


most enormous idolatries, and every 


abominable practice, in the sight f 


3 2 2 
* 8 


and mighty deliverer; a 


Jun l fn all hands, b ie Mildes aud the 


Palestine- Sy rians had it from thence: and it is as clear, 


that there are no other people in Palestine: Syria circum- 
cised, but the Israelites. But this is zubmitted to ever 
person's private determination. 


(A) Skields. This shews to what! à lo condition the 
king of Judah was reduced. These shields were a mat- 
ter of state and grandeur ; and therefore it was necessary, 


if possible, to have them of the same value, that they were 
before; and as they were carried before the king to the 
house of the Lord, it seemed like wise to be a matter of re- 
ligion that their value should not be diminisbed. Now in 
making these three hundred shields we are told, three 
pounds of gold went to ene chield: This, at four pounds 

per ounce, amounts to no more than forty three thousand 
two hundred pounds; and therefore it was miserable case, 
that they were reduced from so much wealth to 0 much *© 


poverty, that neither reasons of state nor religion, could * 
raise 50 8mall a zum, on 80 great an Ocasi⸗o sn. |: 
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__- /,condu@' Which brought on him the | 
just vengeance of heaven. 
It happened at chis time that Abi. 
jah, His son falling sick, he bade his 
wife put berself in the (e) disguise of 
: .. private person, and o to Ahijah 
the prophet, a man filled with the 
spirit of prediction, and a person who 
told him formerly, that he himself 
should be king. Go you, says he, to! 
* thts: prophet Fo and: aſh Aim the 50% 5 
fall recover or no. She dressed her- 
self according to her husband's order, 
and went to Shiloh, where Ahijah at 
that time lived. an: hag ou in 
As she was upon the way, a voice 
from heaven spoke to the prophet, 
(who was now e dee with age) 
- informing him that the wife of Jero- 
boam was then coming to him; and 
bof her business, what questions she 


— —— 


would ask him, and what he should! 


answer. Upon her coming to the 
door in the dress of an ordinary 
guest, the prophet called to her by 
9 name of: Jeroboam's' wiſe, and 
thus addressed her, Come in, and 
ee not. to disguise yourself; for he 
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= that told me who you are, and put the 
Ez words in my mouth; that I am to say 


to you, is not to be imposed upon. 
Go therefore to your husband from 
me, and tell him that thus saith the 
Lord God; as it was I that raised thee 


out of a low condition to the dignity | 


of a throne; and cutting off the fa- 
mily of David from the kingdom, gave 


. 4 
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4 Te} Diſguiſe There might be several very substan- 
tial reazons. AG MLA BI bis wife to disguise - 
herself on this Occasion, but the principal one seems to 
Have been, to conceal from his p 
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it to thee: so on the other hand, in re- 
turn for all these bounties and benefits, 
thou hast now most ungratefully cast 
off him that exalted thee, and set up 
gods of thine own fancy, and of the 
founder's making, in preference to 
the creator of Pr ee and 
in contempt ot my majesty and pow- 
ber; ge | 1. Will wg h 
-expunge thee and thy family out of 
"the roll of mankind, give your car- 
casses to the dogs, and to the fowls 
of the air, and set up another king 
over my people that shall not leave 
one living man of the house of Jero- 
- boam upon the fac of the earth: 
neither shall the very multitude 
escape the stroke of divine justice 
for they: shall be exterminated out of 
the good land they were possessed of, 
and driven away, and dispersed be- 
yonduthe Euphrates; for being wick- 
ed, aſter their king's example, in 
adoring his gods, to the contempt 
of me, and my commandments. 
Make haste therefore to your 
kusband, and tell him as I have told 
you, as for your child, on your re- 
turn, you shall find it dead; for the 
very moment you enter the city, he 
chall breathe his last. He shall be la- 
mented and buried with the solem- 
nity of a public mourning, as the 
only person of Jeroboam's family 
that had any thing good in him.“ 
. The woman hastened away terri- 


bly alarmed, at what she had heard, 


very great, to imagine that the person whom he looked 
n as capable to foretel the fate af, his son, should not be 


u 


Ne his distrust of the 
. Idols he once came to the know edge of, the consequence 


ight have proved faial to hin. 
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dle to discover his wife, notwithstanding the most artful 
disguise. 1175 7 gu . 17; HE gt; (69M) A 
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right of government settled by God 
himself; not content wich that nei- 
ther, unless you can ſorce the right 
heir out of the small remainder that 
is left him, when Jeroboam hath al- 
ready by violence and usurpation en- 
grossed the greater part of the king- - 


7= DOOK Vo — © 
and bewailing the loss of her son 
all the way she passed, repaired to her 
husband, and found the child dead, 
as the Prophet  foretold, and gave. 
the king an account of the terrible 

_ - tidings he had solemnly recounted. 
Notwithstanding the awful pre- 


dictions from the Prophet of the d-om 90s 
Lord, the perverse Jeroboam, as if in But he is not long to enjoy che 
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fruit of his wickedness; for God will 
call him to a severe account for his 
iniquities, and to put an end to this 
course of rapine and oppression, 
which he himself is so far from do- 
ing, that he makes it his daily busi- 
ness to continue and enflame a most 
impious edition; and what was the 
true ground and reason of this de- 
fection? my father never did you 
any injury, only by the advice of evil 
counsel, Jeroboam himself being in 
the bottom of it, he had the misfor- 
tune to give you an answer expressed 
in terms too harsh; upon which you 
all in great rage abandoned your 
duty, not only to my father, but to 
your God, and to his laws, and all 
things that are sacred. 1 5 


3 


© You should have weighed mat- 


_ defiance: of the Most High, assem- 
bled forces throughout all his do- 
minions, and marched against Abi 
jah, the son of Rehoboam, who was 
the king of the two tribes in right of 
his father, being confident of his suc- 
cess, against a prince of so little ex- 
perience, either in government or 
Arms. K . 3 o | „ 
But Abijah was so far from being 
terrified at this preparation that he 
raised an army of the two tribes, 
and advanced with it toward Jerobo- 
am, in a certain place, called Mount 
ITiemarin, and there encamped and 
prepared for battlet,.,. sf 1 
His army consisted of four hun- 
dred thousand men, and Jeroboam's 
double that number. The two ar- 
mies were both drawn up, and ready 


to engage, when Abijah advanced to 


1 little eminence; and from thence 
held up his hand to obtain a silence 


and attention to what he had to s 
the sum of which was this: 
Fou eannot be ignorant of G 
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promises, that this kingdom should be 


the son of Solomon, 


ters with allowances for human frail- 


ty: you should have considered that 
my father was a young man, and one 
that did not set up for an orator: you 
should have considered him again as 

your royal pa- 
tron and bene facto. 


continued to David and his posterity ] Nov, these considerations might 
orange e | have atoned, for a feu unguarded ex- 
Nov, this being the case, I can- | pressions; and it would have been 
not but wonder to see my father de- | but reasonable to have borne a litttle 
serted, Jeroboam, his subject, ad- | with: the son, for the father's. sake. 

vanced to his place, and our- But these thoughts never came into 
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ou 
selves in arms against the 1 55 ! your heart, nor are they ever like to 
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den cal ves, your altars, and your 


vou in the conclusion. 

3 against both, in this cause, 
m fighting against us, who have 
never to be forgotten. Their strong- 
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e do, if I may judge by-the army that 


is advancing against us. 


And what | 


have you to trust to? if in your gol- f 


high- places, it is not your religion i 
that you depend upon, but your 


wickedness. Besides, that you have 


the laws of God and man to contend 


withal.” 
Piety and justice 


Py 


You mani- 


constantly asserted the worship and 


the reverence that we owe to the 
true God. Not a God of wood, or 


ill overcome 


„ y . 


stone, or the imposture of a wicked 


king upon a credulous multitude; 
but God the maker of all things, the 
beginning and the end. Wherefore 


DD? EP ITN 


let me advise you to repent of your 


past sins and follies, and to betake 
yourself to sounder counsels for the 
future: or if you must be contend- 
ing, let it be for the defence of, and | twenty sons, and sixteen daughters, 
not in opposition to those laws that | al 
Assa his son succeeded him, whose 


99 


have made you so great and happy. 


While Abijah was thus piously 8 
Haranguing the multitude. Jeroboam 


perfidiously sent a detachment to sur- 


prize his (/) rear, but his stratagem 


succeeded not; for Abijah perceiving 


their amazement, exhorted them to 
rely on the mighty God of Israel, nor 


fear the power or policy of an ido- 
an Me 7 OI TO TD 
These words of their king dissipa- 
ted their fears, and inspired them 


answer the speech of Abijah, yet he was certainly touched 


5 7 Hit Rear. | "Though Jeroboam did not attempt to ; 


Pra ces airs 
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with it; being fearful chat it might have such an ef- 
felt upon his troops as to make them decline the battle had 
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twenty-second of his 'own. 
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with courage and resolution; where- 


upon, having first invoked the assist- 


_ ance of God Almighty, the priests 
sounded the charge; at which, with 
a mighty shout, they attacked the 


enemy, and charged them so vigo- 


rously, that with the help of God, 


they put them to a total route, and 
made such a slaughter, as cannot be 


paralleled in history, sacred or pro- 


fane. 


bag There was five hundred nd 


men slain upon the place, a victory 


est towns were taken and plundered, 
Bethel and Ephraim, with their de- 
pendancies. 5 

This blow so weakened Jeroboam, 


that he was never able to make wy 
farther attempt, so long as Abya 
was living, who died soon after, in 


the third year of his reign, and was 
buried at Jerusalem, in the sepulchre 
of his ancestors. He left two and 
all which he had by fourteen women. 


mother's name was Maacha; and 


under his government the Israelites 
enjoyed a ten year's peace. 
Thi 


s is the substance of what is re- 
corded in sacred history concerning 
Abijah, who was soon followed in the 
path of mortality by jeroboam, the 


king of the ten tribes, in the second 


years of the reign of Asa, and the 


% 


1 


His son Nadab who sueceeded him, 


ES 


they been regularly led on to the charge, he had recoune to 
stratagem, and endeavoured ' to compass that by artifice, 
which he was apprehensive of failing in, from the use of 


PP . 
e „„ Toned 
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lived in a kind of competition for 
profaneness and impiety, with the 
character of his father, and reigned 


only two years; in which time he 


led out an army against Gibbethon, 

a acity of the Philistines, being posses- 
sed with an opinion, that he might 
take it by a siege; but in the mean 

time he was cut off by the treachery 
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of a familiar friend, Whose name was 
Baasha, who seized upon the govern- 


ment, and destroyed the whole fa- 


mily; which verified the words of the 


prophet, Mat the dogs ſhould eat him, 


of  Feroboam's ſtock, that died in the 
city, and the fowls of the arr ſhould 
eat him that died in the field, © © 
This was the end of Jeroboam and 
his family, for their a 
the Lord their Maker, 
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AMIABLE CHARACTER OF KING ASA. 
IS PROSPERED BY. GOD IN HIS MILI- | 


 TARY UNDERTAKING'S. GOD'S JUDG- 


- MENT ON BAASHA, KING OF ISRAEL. 

 ZIMRI'S CONSPIRACY. AGAINST. HIS 

SON AND SUCCESSOR. WICKED AHAB 

. SUCCEEDS TO THE THRONE OF IS. 

RAEL. HIS RUIN FORETOLD BY A 


., PROPHET. NABOTH SLAIN AT THE | 


INSTANCE OF JEZEBEL. THE PRO. 


-PHET AGAIN PREDICTS THE DESTRUC-' | 


© TION OF AHAB, WHOSE REPENTANCE- 
5 RESPITES PART OF THE VENGEANCE, 


- TILL THE DAYS OF HIS SON. 


: T7 ING Aſa, possessed with a holy 


will, and was a shining e (og : 


LY. awe of the majesty of the great 
God, the mighty deliverer of Israel, 


acted in strièt conformity to his holy 
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postacy from 


Fx 
ot Lew N 


I Zephathah. 


e 


le rectiſied all that he found amiss 
in his government, purged his domi- 
nions from all manner of idolatry 
and foreign abominationsss. 
He bad a select body of men arm- 
ed with lances and shields, to the 
number of three hundred thousand 
of the tribe of Judah; and of the 
tribe of Benjamin, he had two hun- 
dred and fourscore thousand, with 
bows and buckl ers. 
In the tenth year of his reign, Ze- 
rah, a king of Ethiopia, marched. 
against him with an army of nine 
hundred thousand foot, one hundred 
thousand horse, and three hundred 
chariots. „„ 
When he was advanced as far as 
Mareshah, a city in the dependency. 
of Judah, Asa went out to meet him, 
and ranged his army not far from 
the city, in a certain valley called 


9 


1 


Upon the sight of so prodigious a 
multitude, Asa called out to God for 
his assistance, that he would vouch- 
safe to prosper his arms, and give him 
victory over so formidable an ene- 
my; for it was wholly in a depend- 
ence upon his divine goodness, that 
he had now undertaken this enter- 
prize; coneluding with an ejacula- 
tion, that he wholly resigned himself 
to his blessed will, whose power was 
more than sufficient, to supply the 
want either of strength or number. 
Upon this prayer of Asa's, God 
was pleased to encourage him with a 
token and assurance of victory. 
In the divine strength, Asa charg- 
ed the enemy with such bravery, that 
vith great slaughter he pursued them 


piety and justice to all his subjects. 


to the plain of Gerar; and their de- 
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_” 
sisting from the pursuit, he rifled Ge- 
rar itself, and hkewise the enemy's 


camp; from which he took a vast 


booty in gold, camels, flocks, and 
Upon gaining this mighty victory, 

through the goodness of divine Pro- 
vidence, the king returned with his 
army to ;Jerusalem, laden with spoil. 


On their return home, Asa was 
met by the prophet Azariah, who 


thus addressed him with all the 
ene, FE 
God hath been pleased to bless 


you with this glorious victory, in con- 
sideration of your justice, your piety, 


and obedience to his will and. com- 


mandments; and if you go on, as you 


have begun, you may expect the same 
providential advantages, in all your 
affairs for the time to come. 

But if ever you depart from the 
precepts of your God, you will find 
in all respects the contrary, and that 
the time will come, wherein there 


shall not be a true prophet among 
you, nor a priest answerable to the 


dignity of his function. 
- *,. Your cities shall be laid level 
with the ground; your subjects scat- 
tered like vagabonds over the earth, 
without any seat or habitation that 
they can call their own. Wherefore 
let me advise you, while you have 
time, to apply yourselves to the 
study and practice of the good and 
acceptable pleasure of the Lord. 
And finally to join with thanksgivmg 
in the» acknowledgment and enjoy- 
ment of the blessing of God's favour.” 
These words of the prophet did 


. U rejoice the hearts, both of the 
AB people, who thereupon at- 


r 


* # 4 « 


2 


* 4 
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his example, for all manner of ini- 
quity, it was but reasonable that he 
should resemble him, in his misery 
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carefully observing every ordinance 
and precept of the Lord their God. 


tended to the advice of the prophet, 


And the king, gave a full and express 


order for the utter demolition of all 
idols, through Judea and Benjamin, 
and the cities he had conquered, as 


well as repaired the. altar and tem- 


ple of the only true God, 


_ +; Having thus considered the cha- 


racter and administration of Asa, 


king of the two tribes, we proceeded 
to 

who, when he had killed Nadab, the 
son of  Jeroboam, seized his king- 


asha, king of the Israelites; 


This prince whose palace was in 
Tirzah, in all sorts of lewdness and 


impiety; he went beyond either 3 
| boam or his son. A tyrannical op- 
pressor of his people, and of a stub- 
born and contumacious spirit toward 
God himself; insomuch that the word 
of the Lord came to Jehu the 
phet, commanding him to tell Baa- 
sha, That God had fully determi- 
ned to root out him and his family 
from off the earth, as he had done 
Jeroboam before him, for his ingra- 
titude to that power and goodnes that 


raised him to the throne, and for ty- 


ranny and impiety in the exercise of 
his government, without any regard 
to righteousness or justice; two vir- 


tues that are above all others the 


most acceptable to God, and profit- 
able to the people. 
; „ Also informing him farther, that | 


Since hethought fit to make Jeroboam 


" * - 


pro- 


*. 


Baasha, 


N 
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Baasha, after these awful-denun- ] mah, and proceeded nearer home; 
ciations, obstinately persisted, as if | but Asa eretted two streng towns 
resolved to. affront his Maker, and as | there, out of the materials that Baa- 
if the prophet. had rather promised | sha had left behind him; calling the 
him a reward for his wickedness, than | one Geba, and the other Mizpah. © 
threatened him with so dreadful a | This was the last of Baasha's mi- 
_ vengeance, striving daily to exceed | litary adventures; for he was cut off 
in impiety and profaneness, heaping | by Creon, and buried in the city of 
sins upon sins, without any care or | Arsanes, and his son Elah succeeded 
thought how to avert the judgment, him; he himself being afterwards 
and reconcile himself to God; nay, | treacherously slain by Zimri, the ma- 
without the least disposition towards ster of one division of his horse, in 
amendment or repentance. In the | the second year of his reign, as he 
conclusion, he marched with an ar- | was drinking with Arza, the steward 
my to Ramah, a place of some note, | of his house, à troop of horse break- 
about forty furlongs, or five English | ing in upon him, in the absence of his 
miles from Jerusalem. He took it, | guards and officers, who were then 
and fortified it with an intent to make | abroad at the siege of Gibbethon, a 
it the seat of the war, as a commodi- | city of the Philstmes. © © 
ous station for the advantage of | Zimri, after this exploit, advanced 
many inroads into the dominions of | himself from master of the horse, to 
/¶f.! xn, oy the throne; and according to the pre- 
Now Asa was not without some | diction of ſehu, totally extinguiched | 
apprehension of his design; and re- | the race of Baasha, which was utterly _ oO 
flecting with himself, how great dan- } rooted out for their wickedness, after 
ger the neighbourhood of so power- | the method of the destruction that  _ 7 
ful an army might bring upon his | befel Jeroboam. © _=_ 
country, he dispatched embassadors, | The news of the king's death co- 
to the king of Damascus, with mo- ming to Gibbethon, when the army 
ney and presents, inviting him over was before the town, and that Zimri, 
to his alliance, out of respect to the the assassin, had taken the govern- 
former friendship that had subsisted ment upon himself; the army chose 


betwixt those two families. ] Omri the captain of the guards for ; ” 4 
The king willingly received the the king, who raised the siege, and | J 
money and the presents; broke off | immediately attacked Tish, ane 


with Baasha, entered into a league | took it by Storm. 
with Asa, and sent an army soon af-] Zimri finding the city withaut a 
ter into the territory of Baasha, fell | guard, withdraws himself into a pri- 

upon his towns and strong holds, | vate apartment in the palace, set fire 

burning some, and rifling others; as to it, and burns himself and the 
Tjon, Dan and Abel beth-maachah. J house together, in the seventh day f 

Upon the news of this incursion, I his reigßßrV nn 
the king of the Israelites quitted Ra-] All things were now in confusion, 
| 'S | | | ; | | | and 


3 


fe 


344 


were in a short time eut 
their Whole families, by t 


and the people immediately divided 


into tg factions; the one for. Tibni, 
and the other for Omri; but the lat- 
ter carried it; for Tibni was slain, 


and Omti had the whole government 
to himself. N „ | 


This was in the thirteenth: year of 
the reign of Asa; and Omri govern- 
ed twelves years, six at Tirzah, and 
the rest at Shemer, which the Greeks 
call Samaria. He gave it the name 
of Samaria from the man's name 
that sold tbe mountain, whereupon it 


oy 
* a” 


He differed little from the former 


kings; for they all made it their bu- 
siness to alienate the people's hearts 
from the love and service of God, by 
the repeated practices of every abo- 
mination; wherefore God, in his 


wrath, made use of them successively 


for the destruction of one another, 
till, in the end, the whole race was 


This prince died at 8 and 
Ahab his son reigned in his stead. 
In the course of this history, the 


visdom and justice of an all-seeing, 
all- wise God, are manifestly display- 


ed in discovering the sins of the 


wicked, and obedience of the righ- 


teous; and also in the punishment of 
the former, and reward of the Jat- 
ter; for the kings. of the Israelites 
off, with 


of one another; only A/, king of 


OE: and of the two tribes, 
lived happily, and in the favour of 
God, to a great age, in considera- 

tion of his piety and justice; and af. 
ter a reign of one and forty years, 


departed this lite with comfort. 


> hands 
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His son Zehoſhaphat, that he had 
by Abida, 


succeeded him, imitated 


his father in a pious obedience to the 


_ 


Ty” 


drop of rain, or so much as the 


divine commands, and righteous ad- 
ministration towards his people, pro- 


posing the conduct of holy” David, 
as his highest and invariable exam- 


ple. 


Ahab, king of | te Bras fixed 


his residence at Samaria, where he 


ruled two and twenty years, without 
any innovation in the government. 
He followed the steps of the worst 


| of -his predecessors, and most parti- 
cularly of Jeroboam, not only in wor- 


shipping golden calves, but in mul- 
tiplying all manner of heinous of- 
. „ 

He took to wife Jezebel, the 
daughter of Ethbaal, the king of 


Dye and Sidon, who drew him over 


to the idolatry of her country. She 
Was a woman of a rash enterprizing 
temper, and of so impetuous and un- 


| governable a spirit, that she had the 
confidence to erect a temple to Baal, 
the god of the Tyrians; to plant 


groves for superstition, of all sorts 
of trees, and to appoint her priests 


and false prophets expresly for that 
-1dolatrous service. I 


Such persons and praftices were 


.well-pleasing to Ahab, who was dis- 
posed for the commission of any hei- 


nous offence, and exceeded in wick- 


edness all his predecessors. There 
came to Ahab, about that time, a 


certain Prophet, whose name was 
Elijah a Tishbite, and born in the 
city of Gilead. His message was to 
tell the king, that fron e time of his 
going away, there should not be one 
least 
sign 
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#gn ps a dew in that province, till 
his return; enforcing®his prediction 
with a strong Armayion., that it 


should be os. 
As soon as he . 3 This 


message he went away to the south- 
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ward, till he came to a torrent, 
where he might supply himself with 


water, and there he stopped for the 


the ravens, time after 


present; 


time, bringing THER a *upply of 


meat: | 
The drought continuing and en- 
creasing, the channel was dried up: 
whereupon God warned the Prophet 
to remove to Zarephath, which is a 
town betwixt Tyre and Sidon; a 


voice from Heaven foretelling him, 
that he should find a widow woman 
there, who would iced and en 


for D 


sticks, not far from the town. This 
woman he understood, by a divine 


impulse, was to be his nurse; so he 
called to her to give him a little wa- 


ter to drink; and as she was going 
to fetch it, he spoke to her again to 
bring him a little bread too. The 


woman solemnly protested to him, 
that she had nothing 1 


in the house, 
but one handful of meal, and a little 
oil, and that she was now getting a 
few sticks for à fire to bake a cake 
len herself gd, Eh son; and when 
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SD. . speaks Ws; it in the fey of Toba. A 
king of the Tyrians. 


«© the month of "4 an till the Sax Fe 
& next year "9 _—— 
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« In his time, Says he, there was 
« an extreme drought for want of rain, that lasted from 
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the 
fect knowledge of ancient history, and the above quotation. 


that was eaten, they must even starve, 


it being her all. 
But the Prophet cl her 


with these words; Go thy ways with 


a. good. heart, and. FT for better 
things, and bring me a iece of it 


when, it 15 ready; for T7 do: ure thee, 


that when we have all eaten our fill, 
thy barrel ſhall never be without meal, 


nor thy cruiſe without oi, bell God 
ball fond rain upon the earth. ® 
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The woman did as the Prophet | 


bad her, and found his words to be 
true; for they 
"nance sufficient, and the provision 
was still recruited again as it r 


had all three suste- 


till this miserable drought was over. 
About this time the woman's son 


of the house fell desperatel y sick: 
and the mother, in à Passionate rage, 
| or the loss of her boy, laid the 
Fe Feet his * . being | 
come almost to the end of his jour- 
ney, sawea poor woman gathering 


blame upon the Prophet, exclaim 


Inis man, that I have entertaine 


hath” diſcovered my fing, and now * 
brought this Judgment uon me. 

The child being ately given 
over for dead, the Prophet bade the 


Th 


woman comfort herself, and deliver 8 


up her son into his arms, with an as- 
surance that he would suddenly re- 
store him to her alive again. Hef. 

him up, and carried him into his 


chamber, laid him upon his bed, and 
offered up this 


prayer to God for 
him: O Lord be pleaſed in thy infi- 


nite goodnefs, to tore this innocent 


creature 
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* claps of thunder. py 
here is n ing contributes more towards vindicating 
ered scriptures from the insults of deists, than a per- 


from Menander, overthrows all e 5 arguments. 
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God was pleased upon Eljah's 
Supplication, beyond all thought or 
expectation to restore the child to 


life again, that the poor woman 
might not have any misfortune to 


complain of, while the prophet was in 
her family. The child, upon this 
Prayer, was revived, and the woman 
Vith great thankfulness to the Pro- 
phet, found herself now fully con- 
vinced, that he was authorised and 
directed by the Spirit of God. 
The Prophet, soon after this, by 
the commandment of God, was sent 
to Ahab, to tell him that there should 
suddenly be rain. The famine hav- 
ing prevailed so long throughout the 
country, and there was so general a 
scarcity of all necessaries of life, that 
not only the people were ready to 
starve for want of bread, but the 
very cattle also, for want of forage; 
80 n was the drought. 

In this distress the king sent for 


Obadiah, the overseer of his stables 


and grounds, and commanded him 
to search every where about the 
brooks and rivers for grass for his 
horses and herds; charging him by 
all means to get Elijah the Prophet 
to him, whom they had long sought 
most earnestly. Having 5 
this charge, Ahab proceeded one 
way and Obadiah another, in quest 
of the Prophet. 

Now Obadiah was a good and holy 
man; Who at the time when queen 
Jezebel was in the heat of her 
bloody persecution against the Pro- 
phets, concealed and protected a hun- 
dred of them in caves, and fed them 
with bread. and water. The king 
and Obadiah were no sooner parted, 
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but the latter met Elijah upon the 
way ; and finding who he was, by 
his answering a question proposed to 
him, did him reverence. The Pro- 
phet after a while, desired Obadiah 
to go to the king, and tell him that 
he was coming. _— 
Obadiah astonished at the com- 
mand, and fearful of Ahab's resent- 
ment, then expostulated with him, 
* What have I done, to be ſent on 
fuch an errand, to a perſon that is 
at this li me ſeeking you to put you to 
death, and there is no torment you 
are not to expect when he catches you ? 
But what, when I go to the king, if 
the ſpirit that governs you, ſhould 


carry you another way, and when you 


are not to be found, my head may lie 
"at ſtake to anſwer for you ? therefore - 


be not jo indifferent in a caſe where 
my liße is in jo much danger. 


Fou may aſſure yourſelf, I do not 


want affe&tion for your party, that 
ran the Tiſque of freferving a hun- 
ared of your Prophets from the rage 
of Jezebel, and to this day maintain 
them in caves upon my own account, 
The Prophet thus banished the fear 
of pious Obadiah by these words, 
Well, fear nothing: but go to the 


4 upon my ſolemm oath, and pro- 


| mmfe that I will come to him. As 


soon as Ahab understood triat Elijah 
was there, he mended his pace, and 
in indignation, advancing toward 
him, called out; Are you, at this 
day the troubler of Iſrael? Are you 
the occafion of this drought and fa- 
mine? a 
Elijah told him, that it was Ahab, 
and his family, and their bringing in 
foreign and false gods, and the sup- 
| _ pressing 
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pressing of the worship of the true 


God, that was the cause of all their 
misery, He then to confirm his de- 
claration, proposed to him this di- 
rection; Gtve orders for all the peo- 


ple upon Mount Carmel, and let your 


own and your wife's Prophets be there 


alſo, (expreſſing the very number of 


them.) Summon likewiſe the Pro- 
phets of your groves, who are about 
four hundred. The king summoned 
them, and they met accordingly ; 
Elijah standing in the midst of the 
throng, addressed them in this man- 
ner: | 
How long will you ſtand wavering 
between two opintons. If you believe 
ours to be the true and the only God, 
obey hum, and keep his command ments; 
or if you are rather of opinion for 


the worſhipping of ſerange gods, ad- 


here to them only. The people mak- 
ing no answer, Elijah proceeded to 
this challenge. / you chuje to be 
certainly aſſured which worſhp is the 
right, 3 do I ſtand, a fingle Pro- 
hhiet on the one ſide, to defend the 
cauſe againſt the four hundred on the 
other. I will take an ox and lay it 
upon a pile of wood, without putting 
any fire ta it; let them do the ſame 
thing, and call upon their gods to 
et their file in a flame. By this 
means you will be able to diſtinguiſh 
the true from the falſe, 
The people were well pleased with 
the experiment propesed, and Elijah 
bade Ahab's Prophets take an ox, and 
call upon their gods by their names, 
giving them the precedency in offer- 
ing up the sacrifice. When they 
had prayed, and called some time 


upon their idols without any effect, 


unbelieving people. While the words 


consumed the sacrifice, and dried up 


Elijah turned their superstition to ri- 1 
dicule, and bade them cry out louder, 
intimating their gods might possibly 
be upon a journey, or asleep. Thus 
Stimulated, they continued their out- 
cries and exclamations, from morn- 
ing till noon, cutting and lancing 
their bodies, after their custom of 
worshipping, and to no manner of 
purpose. 1 

But when it came to the other's 
turn to sacrifice, and these fanatical 
priests were ordered to retire, Elijah 
spoke to the multitude to draw 
nearer, and examine every where if 
they could find any fire that was se- 
cretly conveyed for the execution of 
his proposal. Upon their approach, 
Elijah took twelve stones to answer 

the number of the twelve tribes of 
Israel, and erected an altar out of 
them, cutting a deep ditch about it. 
The wood was fitted, and laid upon 
the altar; the sacrifice upon the pile, 
and four vessels of spring water east 
upon the altar; so that it ran off, 
and filled the trenches. 

When every thing was ready, the 
Prophet Elijah called upon God, and 
besought him to shew his power now 
for the conviction of a mistaken and 
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were yet between his lips, there fell 
a fire, as from Heaven, upon the al. 
tar, that in the sight of the people 


all the water about the altar, and in 
the ditch. 

The Israelites, upon this prodigy, 
fell prostrate upon the ground, and 
agreed in the adoration of one Lord; 
confessing him to be the great and 


only true God; and that the rest 
were 
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God was ans | upon Elijah's 
supplication, beyond all thought or 


expectation to restore the child to 


complain of, while the prophet was in 
her family. The child, upon this 


* 


Vith great thankfulness to the Pro- 
phet, found herself now fully con- 
vinced, that he was authorised an 


directed by the Spirit of Gd. 
The Prophet, soon after this, by 


1 


country, and there was so general a 
scarcity of all necessaries of life, that 
not onl i 
star ve or want of bread, but the 


7 very cattle also, for want of forage; 
3 80 r ee the droughht. 
1 In this distress the king sent for 


„ 


bhbuoorses and herds; charging him by 

| all means to get Elijah the Prophet 
49 tim, whom. they had long Sought 

most carnestly, Having 

2 D "ol =, this char 

— way and Ob 
die Profits 8 
1 Now Obadiah was a good and holy 
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4 


life again, that the poor woman 
might not have any misfortune to 


prayer, was revived, and the woman 


the commandment of God, was sent 

to Ahab, to tell him that there should 
6 suddenly be rain. The famine hav- 
ing pre vaſſed so long throughout the 


Obadial, the overseer of his stables 
and grounds, and commanded him 

1 0 to search every where about the 
| brooks and neg, for. goes for his 


. elivered 
Ahab proceeded one 
Miah another, in quest 

. | was there, he mended his pace, and 


baden A ched 
mand, and fearful of Ahab's resent- 


* 


— 


but che latter met Elijah upon the 
way; and finding who he was, by 
his answering a question proposed to 


him, did him reverence. The Pro- 
phet after a while, desired Obadiah 
| to go to the king, and tell him that 


he was coming. 1 
at the com- 


ment, then expostulated with him, 


Mat have I done, to be ſent on 
uch an errand, to a perſon that is 


at thts time eee, you to put you to 
death, and there is no torment you 


are not to expect when he catches you? 


But what, when I go to the king, 1f 
carry you another way, and when you 


"at lake to anſwer for you ® therefore 
be not ſo imarfferent in a caſe where 


"my liſe is in fo much danger. 


You may affure yourſelf, I do not 


| want affection for your party, that 


van the TY que of 


Yeferving a hun- 
dred of your SM 4 


ets from the rage 


of Jezebel, and to this day maintain 


them in caves upon my own account. 


The Prophet thus banished the fear 


'of po Obadiah by these words, 
Well, fear nothing: but go to the 
; ws 17 7 ot ſolemn oath, and pro- 
maje t 

soon as Ahab understood tflat Elijah 


in 2 advancing toward 


man; who at the time when queen him, called out; Are you, at this 


2 Was in the heat 


Fog? FA 
— - 
| 


phets, concealed and protected a hun- 


and Obadiah were no sooner parted, 


5 ? 


with bread and water. The — 


loody persecution against the Pro- 


dred of them in ca ves, and fed them 


| OE Ss. A | 8 
Elijah told him, that it was Ahab, 


rought and fa- 


2 
x 


"the occafton of thi s 


nix worn py" * Fj theinf 


foreign and gods, ane 


Fc 


e ſprrit that governs. you, ſhould 


: are not to be found, my head may lie 
che people were ready to 


at I will come to him. As 
day the troubler of aan ? Are yo 


md the sup- 
„ 


Book V. | 
pressing of the worship of the true 
God, that was the cause of all their 


misery. He then to confirm his de- 
claration, proposed to him this di- 
rection; Give orders for all the peo- 


ple upon Mount Carmel, and let our 
own and your wife's Prophets be there 
alſo, (expreſſing the very number of 
' them.) Summon likewiſe the Pro- 


pliets of your groves, who are about | 


ſour hundred, The king summoned f 
turn to sacrifice, and these fanatical _ 


priests were ordered to retire, Elijah - 
spoke to the multitude to draw 


them, and they met accordingly; 
Elijah standing in the midst of the 
throng, addressed them in this man- 
ner?! fy 
Hod long will you ſtand wavering 
between two opinions. you believe 


ours to be the true and the only God, 


obey ham, and keep his commanaments; 
or if you are rather of opinion for 
the worſhipping of ſtrange gods, ad- 


here to them only. The people mak- | 


ins no answer, 
this challenge. 
certainty aſſured which wonſhi is the 
right, Kore do I ſtand, a fingle Pro- 
hhiet on the one fide, to defend the 
cauſe againſt the four hundred on the 
other. I will take an ox and lay it 
upon a pile of wood, without putting 
any fire ta it; let them do the ſame 
thing, and call upon their gods. to 
et their pile in 6 Ja: By this 
means you. will be able to diſtinguiſh 
the true from the falſe. .. 
The people were well pleased with 
the experiment propesed, and Elijah. 
bade Ahab's Prophets take an ox, and 
call upon their gods by their names, 


Elijah proceeded to 
i 


b 
giving them the brecedality in offer- |] 25 
agreed in the adoration of one Lord 
ved, and | confessing him to be the great and 
upon their idols without any effect, 


ing up the sacxifice. When they 
had prayed, and called some time 


* 


g 


you chuſe to be | 


4 


The wood was fitt 
the altar; the sacnfice upon the pile, 
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Elijah turned their superstition to ri- 


347 


dicule, and bade them cry out louder, 
intimating their gods might possibly 
be upon a journey, or asleep. Thus 
Stimulated, they continued their out- 
cries and exclamations, from morn- 
ing till noon, cutting and lancing 
their bodies, after their custom of 
worshipping, and to no manner of 
Purpose. N 585 ; | 

But when it came to the other's 


nearer, and examine every. where if 


they could find any fire that was se- | 


cretly conveyed for the execution of 
al. Upon their approach, 


his pro 
Elijah took twelve stones to answer 


the number of the twelve tribes of 


Israel, and erected an altar out of 
them, cutting a wy ditch about it. 
, and laid upon 


and four vessels of spring water east 
upon the altar; so that it ran off, 
and filled the trenches. 


When every thing was ready, the 
Prophet Elijah called upon God, and 


besought hin to shew his power now 
for the conviktion of a mistaken and 


unbelieving people. While the words 
Vwere yet between his lips, there fell 
a fire, as from 


Heaven, upon the al- 
tar, that in the sight of the people 


consumed the sacrifice, and dried up 


all the water about the altar, and in 
the ditch. | 3 : | 

The Israelites, upon this prodigy, 
fell prostrate n the ground, — 


only true God; and that the rest 
| EL. 


—_— . 8 
were only the vain imaginations of | into the wilderness, where he laid him- 
weak men. 1 I self down, as a man weary of life, and 


The four hundred prophets were 
taken, and put to death by the com- 
mand of Elijah, who then bade the 
king to go and take refreshment; for, 
that rain would soon fall in abun- 
dance, without troubling himself any 

When the king was gone; Elijah 
went up to the top of mount Car- 
mel, where he sat down upon the 
ground, and laying his head upon 
his knees, ordered his servant to go 
up to à rock toward the sea, and 
look about him, if he could see a 


cloud. He went up again and again, 


but still saw nothing; at last, after 
the seventh time, looking about him, 
he said he saw something blackish in 
the air, about the size of a man's head. 
As soon as the Prophet heard that, 
he sent away immediately to Ahab, 
to hasten to the city; lest he should 
be taken in a very great shower; and 
by the time he was come to the cit 
of Jezree], the whole air was ck 
and overcast, and there fell immedi- 
_ ately a very heavy rain. The Pro- 
pPhet in the mean time, by the special 
assistance of God, ran before Ahab's 
chariot till he came to Jezreel. © 
When the mighty wonders, that 
Elijah had performed, and particu- 
larly his having caused her prophets 
to be slain, reached the ears of the 


hau ghty Jezebel, she sent him threat- |. 


ening messages, that his life should 

answer for theirs. Elijah upon these 

menaces, fled to Beersheba, Which is 
in the farthest part of Judea, and 


A COMPLETE 


* 


* 


HISTORY 


thus called upon God. Lord, I am 
not better than thoſe that are gone 


left me to deſire longer life. 

Laying himself down under a tree, 
he there fell asleep, till somebody 
awakened him, he knew not by what 
means, or what cause; but upon 
raising himself, found meat and drink 
set before him, upon which he fed 


refreshment he went forward to 


delivered the law to Moses. There 


which he entered into, with some 
thought of taking it up for his habi- 
tation. While 
question was put to him, how he 
came to leave the city, and wander 
thus in the desart. _ Ec 

He heard the voice distinctly, 
- whence it came he knew not. His 
answer was, that upon the killing of 


doctrine to the people of only one 
God, and that God only to be wor- 


threatened to have him put to death. 


| He was commanded after this, by 


the same voice, to quit the. cavern 
the next day, and receive his instruc- 
tions how to. govern himself for the 


* 


future. 


there was a great earthquake; and 
after the earthquake, the appearance 
in the air of a blazing fire, which 


there leaving his servant, went away | 


Z EN 


fire was followed wit 


-Þ + 45s 
&: 8 Ry [21 ” 8 AIP, + o 


* Is 


heartily, and in the strength-of that 


e was there, the 


/ 


| before me; and I find no temptations 


mount. Horeb, the place where God 


was a large convenient cave there, 


but 
the false Prophets, and preaching the 


shipped, the queen for this crime 


The day following, he came out 
from his retreat; and immediately 


1 a little pause 


Book V. | 
of silence; and after that, a (a) still 
voice, bidding him fear nothing, 
for his enemies should not prevail 
against him; and so commanded him 


back again, by the way of Damas- 


cus, and there to anoint Hazael, king 
of Syria, and 7ehu, the son of Mim- 
fit, Dh over Israel; and to anoint 


| 1 
in his room; for that God was re- 


solved to root out all the wicked from 


the land by the strokes of divine 
justice; Fe those that escaped the 
sword of 
of *Hazael. 

Elijah returned, according to his 
order, and found El:/ha, the son of 
Shaphat plowing, in company, with 
twelve yoke of oxen. He went to 
him, and casting his cloak over him, 
Elisha immediately began to pro- 
phesy, quitted his oxen, and follow- 
ed him, only desiring to take leave of 


his father and mother before he de- 


FFC 7 
This was granted him; and upon 


his return from his parents, he be- 


came thenceforward a disciple and 
companion to Elijah. 

It happened that one Nabot/, of 
Jezreel had a vineyard near the pa- 
lace of Ahab, king of Samaria, which 
lay contiguous to the king's grounds. 
Ahab had a great desire to enclose 
this parcel of ground within his own 
gardens, and often solicited Naboth 
to have it, either in exchange for 


(a) Still Voice. The generality of interpreters have 


considered this passage, as a figurative description, and 
with no great impropriety I think, for, aſter the fire, 
that is, after the storms, thunders, lightening, and earth- 
quakes, which attended the promulgation of the law : 


also, of Abel-meholah Prophet 


Jehu, should fall by that 
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some equivalent in another place; or 
otherwise, for a sum of money.” - 
Naboth excused himself, by al- 
ledging, that it being his inheri- 
tance, and in so particular a manner 
the gift of Providence, he preferred 


it to any other the king could be- 
stow upon him, and that on any 


terms he did not care to part with it. 
This disappointment of his de- 
sire, on another man's estate, was 
as grievous to Ahab, as if he had lost 
his own: insomuch that he fell me- 
lancholy upon it, refusing to bathe 
as he was accustomed to do, and 
neglecting his meals. 3 : 
Jezebel, upon this charge, became 
very solicitous and inquisitive to 


know the cause of so wonderful an- 


alteration, that her husband should 
on a sudden leave off bathing as he 
used to do, and forsake his food; 80 


that upon her importunity, he told 


her the story of Naboth, and how 
contemptuously he had behaved 
himself; informing her farther, in 
these words, I gave him the moſt 
courteous words, and in truth treated 
him, even. below the majefty of a 
king ; for which civility I was put 
off with a flat denial, 7 76) 

The queen, on the other side, bade 
him be of good cheer, and give him- 
self no farther uneasiness upon that 
account, for she would undertake to 
effect the matter herself, and make 
Naboth severely suffer for the affront, 


— — 


came a still voice, that is, the Gospel, wherein God 
spoke to us by his on, with the greatest lenity and sweet- 


ness, using t 


most convincing arguments, and the most 


soft and gentle persuasion. 


14 


| Upon 


- 6 
1 

x 

br | 


an 
| he ſhould ſtand convicted, and re- 
ceive ſentence to be toned to death by 


359 1855 
Upon this, she wrote letters in 
Ahab's name to the elders and chief 


men of Jezreel, to this purpose, That 7 


they ſhould proclaim a faſt, call an 
aſſembly, and aſſign Naboth, upon 
account of his extrattion, a place 
among the principal men of the. peo- 


ple that they ſhould Mave two wit- 

 "nefſes ready, who would ſwear any 

thing, to give evidence againſt him, 
h 


for ſpeaking blaſhhemy againſt God 
# 45 e king ; upon which teſtimony 


the people. 


Every thing was done according 1 


to the queen's direction, and Na- 


both convicted, sentenced, and stoned 
7 5 


_- Jezebel instantly upon the news of 


this success, went to the king, and 
told him, that Naboth's work was 


no done, and that he might take 
pPossession of the vineyard when he 

pleased, without putting himself to | 
the expence of purchasing it. | 


Ahab was so overjoyed at what Je- 


zebel told him, that the first thing 

he did was to take a journey to his | 
new purchase. | 

But God sent Elijah to him in his 


wrath, to charge him with the mur- 


dier of the owner of that vineyard, 
and the iniquity of his usurping the 


possession. 8 
When Ahab saw the Prophet com- 


; F ing toward him, he went to him with 


a voluntary confession, and a ten- 
der of any satisfaction the Prophet 
should require. This he did to pre- 


vent the other's taxing him with the 


fact. 


A COMPLETE HISTORY 5 : 
| dogs licked the blood of Naboth, they 


ſhould alſo lick the blood of Ahab and 
ezebel; and that his whole race 
ſhould be rooted out for this flagicious 
cruelty, in taking away the 7-4 of an 
innocent man by falſe accufaiton and 
PFF 
These words of the Prophet brought 
Ahab to the sense of a true and sin- 
cere repentance. He mortified him- 
self in sackcloth and fasting, going 
bare-foot, and giving manifestation 
of a hearty sorrow for his sins; 80 
that God sent the Prophet once again 
to him with another message, to ac- 
quaint him, that in regard to his pe- 
nitence and humiliation, the judg- 
ment denounced should not be exe- 
cuted in his days, but should come 
to pass in the days of his son. 


THE SIEGE OF SAMARIA BY BEN-HA- 
. DAD: SLAUGHTER OF THE SYRIANS. 
„AHAB - DISMISSETH BEN-HADAD. 18 
REPROVED BY A PROPHET. SEDUCED 
BY FALSE PROPHETS, AND SLAIN. 
* PREDICTION CONCERNING THE DOGS 

'LICKING UP HIS BLOOD FULFIL- © 
LED. DIFFERENT CHARACTERS AND © 
REIGNS OF JEHOSHAPHAT AND AHA- | 
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9 G these transactions, re- 
lating to king Ahab, Ben-haded 
king of Syria and Damascus, levied 
a powerful army out of his whole 
kingdom; and being joined by two 
and thirty confederate kings, beyond 
the Euphrates, marched with this 


Elijah told him, That where tie 


| 5 52 armament against Ahab, who 
id 


not think it reasonable, upon so 
1 1 | vast 


return, sent 


| Book V. 


vast a disparity in number, to ven- 


ture a battle in the field; but chose 
rather to draw his forces, out of the 
country into strong holds and fortified 
towns, and to keep themselves upon 
the 8 
He made choice of Samaria for his 


capital, which he resolved to main- 


tain, especially as the place was well 
fortiſied by nature and art. 5 
The Syrian brought his army be- 
fore it, and began in form to make 


his attack, sending a herald to Ahab 


at the same time, for licence to dis- 
patch ambassadors to him, with in- 
structions to propose what he should 
demand. N 3 

This was granted, and the ambas- 
sadors sent and received, having a 
commission, as they said, to tell him, 
that his treasure, his wives, and his 


children, were at Ben-hadad's mer- 


cy; and that if he would acknow- 
ledge as much, and permit the other 
to take what he thought fit out of 
them, - he would -instantly quit the 
Siege, and withdraw his army. _ 

Ahab sent the ambassadors back, 
with this answer, that he himself, 
and all he had, was at their master's 


Service. | | 


The Syrian, after this demand and 


which was,. that upon sending his 
_ officers and servants to him next 


= morning, they should have free li- 


berty to search all his own lodgings, 
with the houses and apartments of 

4 his relations and domesticks, and 
to take away with them whatever 


they should deem worthy of their ac- 


ceptance; and as for the remainder, 
Ahab might keep to himself, _ 
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2 another embassy, 
t 


© "i. 
| This message was by no means 
disagreeable to Ahab, and it afforded 
him a very plausible pretence for cal- 
ling a council, in order to debate on 

measures necessary to be pursued. 
Accordingly, when the assembly 
was convened, he thus addressed 
them, I have had two propoſals ſent 

me from Ben-hadad ; the former. for 
an acknowledgment that myſelf, my 
wives, and children, are all at his 
mercy; and upon the terms of ſuch a 
confeſſion, he was to raiſe the fiege. 

Now, all this I yielded to, as 
would, give. up any part of my. own . 
property, for the jake of the public 
peace," and the common good of my 
people ;; but they are now come to in- 
fiſt upon a; general ſurrender, out of. 
4 meer captious humour, to pick a 
quarret with US. V 
Ney began at firſt with my own 
| particular concerns, out of an oft- 
nion that jelf-partiality would cauſe 
me to hefitate on that point. But 1 
| am now to deliver up my country and 
my people, - which they know I will 
never do. Therefore there muſe be a 


am ready and reſolved to aft 


ſolely according to your counſel and 
aftoobatiane rh uhhera 3d, ae 
The counsel vehemently exclaim- 
ed against the insolence of this barba- 
rian, and gave their voices unani- 
mously for a war; so that the ambas- 
sadors were sent away with this an- 
swer, That the king would yet agree 
to their firſt demands; but that for 


ens, fie would never conſent to the 
latter. 


| Ben-hadad was $0 enraged at this 
. answer, 
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answer, that he sent a third embassy, 
which was much more peremptory 
and menacing than the former; Tell 
the king, that he values himſelf upon 
the ſtrengin and ſecurity of the walls, 
but before he ts aware, I will caſt up 

© works that ſhall ſurmount them, and 
that will he but every ſoldler a hand- 
Ful of (earth to do this bufineſs, inti- 
mating thereby the incredible num- 
ber of his peop' le 
To this Ahab, replied, that men of 

© honour were to diſpute with their 

' . ſwords, not with their tongues. 

_ - Ben-chadad happened to be at sup- 


per, with his two and thirty confede- 


rate kings; upon the ambassador's 
arrival with this answer; and he gave 
orders the same moment for the siege, 
and for prosecuting every measure 
that might conduce to the taking of 
JJ; 
Ahab, in the mean time, and his 
party, were dispirited and hopeless, 
till a certain Prophet came to him, 
and dispersed his fears with an assu- 
rance from God, that he should pre- 
vail against that mighty army. Ahab 
was desirous to know by what hands 
this victory should be obtained. The 
Prophet on enquiry answered, by the 
Jens the nobility, and yourſelf at 
the head of them, to conduct them, and 
give your orders. 
called them together to the number 

of two hundred and thirty-two; and 


and luxury, the gates were thrown 
= open of a sudden, and these young 
heroes de u Wally. e is bra 
tion of this was no sooner brought 


| 


* 


"Ry 
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1 to Ben-hadad than he forthwith sent | was the God of the mountains, but 
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Out a party toward them with orders, 


that whether they came to fight or 


to treat, they should bring rr 


. ISS TIRE 
Ahab in the mean time had the 


rest of his army in readiness within 
the walls to issue out upon occasion. 
These great officers sons first engaged 
with the guards, killed a great many 
of them, and pursued the rest up to 


their tents. When the king of Israel 


found that they succeeded thus far 
so well, he issued out with the re- 


mainder of the army, and furiously 


charged the Syrians; took them at 


unawares, and routed them without 


any difficulty, having only drunken 
men unarmed to contend with; so 


that they were forced to flee for their 


lives; Ben-hadad himself escaping 
with difficulty, by the swiftness of his 


FAW | 
They pens them a great way, 
slaying all whom they overtook; and 


then with a rich booty of gold, silver, 
and equipages that they took in the 


tents, and the very chariots and hor- 


ses of Ben-hadad, they marched back 


again to the city. TR 
The Prophet however advised the 


king, after all this, to have an army 
in readiness to take the field next 
spring; for Ben-hadad would give 

So the king then | 
4 | vigorously for it on the one 
3 | and Ben-hadad called his friends to- 

Ahab having information that the 

FSFyrian was in the height of his cups 
Ben-hadad's friends were against 
his fighting any more in the moun- 


occasion for it. So Ahab prepared 


3 the other, with the remain- 


er of his broken army, to advise, 


tains; for the Israelites God, said they 


8 


And, 


Book V. 
if they fought upon the plains, the 
Israelites would have been worsted. 
They also advised the discharge of 
the confederate princes from any 
further personal service and attend- 
ance; only detaining their troops to 


stay, and be supplied by them with | 


good officers. That in the mean 
time, their commanders might be 
levying recruits of horse and foot to 
fill up their broken companies. The 
king was well pleased with this ad- 

vice, and applied himself to put it 


— os Gf 


into execution, _ ue. 7 1661] 
In the beginning of the spring, he 
marched his army against the Is- 
raelites, and pitched his camp in a 
large plain, not far from the eity of 
Aphek. Ahab in the mean time, 
with his troops advanced, and drew : 
up just over against him, though by 
many thousands inferior to the num 
ber of the Syrians. „ 
While the armies were drawn up 
opposite each other, the Prophet 
came to the Israelites, with an as- 
surance from God, that they should 
be victorious, and that their enemies 
should find the God of the moun- 
£9706 to be the God of the vallies 
alS0. | „ n 


AY 


FR 


Ide armies continued for six days 
in the same station, without moving; 
and 55 the seventh day they ad- 
vanced on both sides in a line, and 


e 
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It was, maintained- with great ob- 
stinacy at the first onset, but when 
the 


bI&%o: stand the shock any longer, 
they turned their back, and betook 
themselves to flight, wi 3 
raelites close at their heels. 

11 * 
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yrians found that they were not 


aun Holler. 


tion and submission, 


Betwixt those ee pon 
the pursuit, and those tha perished 
by misadventure, in the confusion of 
their flight, by their own chariots 
and men, some torn to pieces, others 
trampled to death; the overthrow 
was very greats. os 

Those that got into Aphek, the 


only place they had to fly to, were 


not many, considering so mighty a 
body of men; and of them about 
seven and twenty thousand were bu- 
ried under the ruins of the walls, be- 
sides a hundred thousand that were 


slain in the battle. 


Ben-hadad, with some of his trusty 
officers and servants, got into a cave, 
and hid himself, where some of those 
about him extolled the natural hu- 


manity and good nature of the Is- 


raelites, advised their master to cast 
himself at Ahab's feet of mercy, 
confident that upon such an applica- 
it would not be 


The king consented to try the ex- 
periment; and thereupon a certain 


number of his train were immediate- 
ly dressed up in the habit of suppli- 
cants and captives, cloathed in sack- 


eloth, with halters about their necks, 


according to the custom of the coun- 


with a commission to tell him, Ben- 


hadad Was the prisoner, and would 
ever on himself so to be; and that 


they came in his name only to im- 
plore his grace toward him for the 
Saving of His Hr. en 
Ahab replied, I am glad he is ſaſe; 
and you. may e him., that he ſhall 
be as welcome td me, as i hie were-1hy. 
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The messengers, upon the solem- 
nity of a sacred oath, that no vio- 


lence should be offered to his person, 
went away to their master, and 
brought him out to the king of Is- 


rael, Who was at that time in his cha- 


riot. As soon as the prisoner had 
made his obeisance, Ahab bowed | 
himself to receive him; taking him 
up to him with his right hand, and 

kissing him, giving him his faith, and 
also his honour for his absolute se- 


curity and freedom. | 


Ben-hadad, on the other side, re- 
turned large acknowledgments, with 
repeated protestations, that this ge- 
nerosity and goodness should never 
be forgotten; and in the mean time, 
he would restore again to the Is-- 
raelites, all the cities, and lands that 
had been taken from them, and that 
Ahab should be as free at Damascus, 


as ever the other's father had been at 
Samaria. r 
Upon this they proceeded to the 


signing and sealing of a league, and 


the reciprocal interchange of oaths 


for the performance of covenants: 
and Ben-hadad was dismissed, not 


without magnificent presents. 


Alter this victory over the Syrians, 


a certain Prophet, whose name was 
Micaiah, came to an Israelite, and 


bade him strike him over the head; 


telling him withal, that it was God's 


will to have it so; but the man re- 
fusing to do it, the Prophet told him, 
he should pay dear for his disobedi- 


ence; for he should be devoured by 
a ge 
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| mediately gave him a blow on the 
top of his head, that drew blood of 
him. Upon this he bound up his 
head, and went to the king with this 


Story, that he was a soldier, and a 
certain officer had delivered him a 
prisoner to keep, who had made his 
escape, and he himself was now 
forced to fly for it, for fear the offi- 
cers that committed him to his cus- 
tody should put him to extremities 
for letting him go. 
Well, says Ahab, and he would 


serve you but right neither. Upon 


which words the Prophet unbound 
his head, to give Ahab to under- 
stand that he that told him this story 
was Micaiah. e | 

He made use of this artful circum- 
locution to fasten the deeper impres- 
sion on him; informing him in the 
end, that God would call him to a 


severe account, for permitting so im- 
| pious and blasphemous a wretch as 


Ben-hadad to go, when he had him 
in his power; and assuring him, that 
the time would come, when this very 
man, that he had now spared, should 
be the death of himself, and the de- 
struction of his army. Ahab was so 
incensed at this Prophet's faithful 
discharge of his commission from 


| the Lord, that he ordered him to be 


imprisoned. However the prediction 
was attended with terrible appre- 
hensions, and caused him to return 
home in a state of despondency. 
During their transactions relative 
to that king of Israel; Jehoshaphat 
king of Jerusalem, a prince of Very 
different turn of mind from that of 


3 1 happened; and 
=” the Prophet, with the same words, 


ds, | the former; had not only fortified 
went afterwards to another, who im- 


with garrisons all the places — 
is 


"yp 
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his dominions, but likewise those in 


the land of Ephraim, that his grand- 


father Abijah had taken from Jero- 
boam, the king of the ten tribes. 


The king never failed of God's bles- 


sing and protection in any of his un- 
dertakings; for he was a just and 
pious man, and not a day passed in 
which he neglected his duty to God 
or his people. The integrity of his 
life and manners acquired him a high 
reputation among all the neighbour- 
ing kings, as appeared by the fre- 
quency and elegance of their pre- 
sents, which not a little contributed 


to the advancing of his fortune, as 


well as his fame. 

In the third year of his reign, he 
called together the elders and the 
| priests that were under his jurisdic- 


tion, and gave them orders to have 


commissioners sent from town to 
town, throughout the kingdom to 
superintend the worship of God, and 


to see that Moses's laws might be 


duly observed. This care for the 
preservation of their religion, was 
80 great a satisfaction to all his sub- 
jects, that there appeared a laudable 
emulation, to excel in the 
of so pious a design. 

The neighbouring princes held 


him in such reverence, that they lived 
in a fair understanding one with 


another, and in an inviolate peace. 
The Philistines paid their ordinary 
tribute with punctuality, and the 


Arabians their annuity of six hun- 


K and thirty lambs, and the like 
 Wamber of kids. Jehoshaphat also 
fortified his great towns, and kept 
m constant pay a well-disciplined 


promoting 


— 


OF THE HOLY BIBLE. 


K 


whose name was 


335 
army, to be in readiness on every 
occasion. 3 

Ol the tribe of Judah there were 
three hundred thousand shield- bear- 
ers, under the command of Adnab; 
two hundred thousand under Jeho- 
nanan, and of the tribe of Benjamin, 
two hundred thousand archers, un- 
der the same officers. 5 Is 00 
There was also another captain, 
ehozabad, that 
commanded a hundred and eighty 
thousand men, armed with bucklers, 
beside the soldiers that were dispersed 


— 
* 


in towns and garrisons. 


He married his son jJehoram to 
the daughter of Ahab, king of the 
ten tribes: and when he had occa- 


sion to go to Samaria, he was most 


magnificently entertained by Ahab; 
he and all his army, with corn, 
wine, flesh, and other provisions. 

Upon Ahab's entreaty, he joined 


| with him in a war upon the king of 


Syria, for the recovery of Ramoth- 
Gilead, which had been taken, and 
was detained from him by that prince. 
Jehoshaphat having an army of his 


| own, not inferior to the other, pro- 


mised him his assistance, and sent 
for his troops from Jerusalem to Sa- 


maria, where both the kings vent 


out of the town, and each sitting 


upon his throne, took à review of 


their forces, and paid the army. 
Jehoshaphat, upon this occasion, 
was of opinion, if any of the Pro- 
phets were at hand, to advise with 
them concerning this expedition a- 
gainst the Syrians, whether or no it 
were advisable to undertake a war at 


this time; for there had been three 


-4 . 
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- 
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_ years peace betwixt those two kings, 
since the Syrian was taken prisoner, 
and set at liberty. 


In consequence, 


of Jehoshaphat, Abab called his Pro- 


phets together about him, to the 
number of about four hundred, and 
ordered them to enquire, whether or 


no they should be victorious in this 


War against Ben-hadad, and carry the 


city, which was the main point in 
WWW 

The Prophets were unanimous for 
the war; the Syrian they declared 


should be overcome, and made pri- 


Soner as before. Jehoshaphat gave 


no eredit to their words, but sus- 


pPecting them to be false Prophets, 
asked Ahab what other Prophets 
there were, that he might have re- 
course to? He informed him, that 
there _ was another indeed, one Mi- 


chatal, the son of Emla, but he ha- 


e K 


mg. 


A COMPLETE HISTORY | 


with the counsel_ 


in contradiction to the words of 


% 


Upon the Prophet's arrival, Ahab 
adjured him to speak the very truth, 
without addition or diminution. Up- 
on which the Prophet thus declared, 
1 jaw all Irael ſcattered and flying. 
and the Syrians purſuing them, as 
ſheep that had no ſhepherd ; by which . 
repreſentation God hath given to un- 
| derſtand, that all the reſt of the Peo- 
ple ſhall return, and Ahab atone ſhall 
fall in the battle. i 
Ihe king upon these words, turn- 
ing to Jehoshaphat, enquired, if he 
was not convinced, that this man 
So Pitt Mo — ] 
This occasioned the Prophet to add 
farther, The words that I deliver are 
according to the expreſs direction, 
and command of God ; but you ſuffer 
yourſelf to be flattered by your falſe © 
| Prophets into war, upon the hope of 
victory, when. you yourfelf are to fall 
in it. This firmness and resolution 
of the Prophet gave the king much 
MOOT emo xk 67 
One of the false Prophets, whose 
name was Zedektalh, stood forth up- 
on this occasion, and in contempt 
of Micaiah, advised the king not to 
give any heed to what that babler 
said, as there was not a word of 
truth in it; and there needed no 
other proof of his being an impostor, 
than the prediction of Elijah, who 
| 8 sa F further into things 
to come than he did; for he had 
4 foretold; That in the place where 


| : dogs licked the blood o, Navoth, (who 
| was ſtoned to death by 1 
in the field f Naboth, dogs ou. 


| lack te king's blood alſo 
Noro this ig a moſt halpable falſity 
. 


Prophet 


* 
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 oSrophet of muck greater authority 
| Aan Jen ; for he will have it, 


that within the compaſs of three days, 
the hing ts to fall in the battle; but 


ꝛt ſhall be quickly ſeen by what ſpirit 
oaks Twill trike him uß- 
on the ear, and let my hand wither in 


this man 


doing it, as Jeroboam's did upon liſt- 


ng up his hand againſt Jadon, when 


ne would have had the ee taten 


tinto cuſtody, if what he delivers to 
vou be from heaven. I take it for 
granted, that you have heard of the 
' . earcumſtance. 55 

Upon uttering these words he 
struck the prophet; and Ahab find- 
ing no judgment immediately ensu- 
ed, was hardened in his resolution 
upon this war, by a fatality, that dis- 
posed him to give more credit to false 
prophets than to true ones, and pro- 


duced causes that might be followed 


with suitable events. | 
Zedekiah then made him horns of 
iron, and declared, that under the fi- 
| of these horns, as signified by 
God, the pushing, and the breaking 

of alt Syria. | 1 


Micaiah, on the other -hand; told | 


the false prophet, that in a very short 
time he should be called to an account 
for the vanity, and falsity of his pre- 


tensions, and be driven from one 
hiding: place to another, to save him- 


el. | TENTS, 
Ahab was so exasperated, that he 

appointed Amon, the governor of the 

city, to take him into close custody, 


* 


water, till he should return. 
The dire event, foretold by the 


faithful Micaiah now approached, 


— 
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king of Jerusa 


and feed him with only bread. and 
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ED 
the two kings advanced with their 


troops toward Ramath, and the king 


of Syria hearing of it, went out to 
meet them. | F* 


; It was agreed upon betwixt them, 


That Ahab should that day disguise 


himself in a private habit, and the 
— appear in his royal 
robes, the better to evade the fate 


predicted by the prophet. But the 


awful stroke reached the king, not- 


withstanding he thought to evade it, 


by depriving himself of all his en- 


signs of royalty, for Ben-hadad gave 
a strict charge to his officers and 
commanders to fight, neither with 
small nor great, but with the king of 


| Israel. | 


The Syrians upon the first attack 
seeing Jehosophat at the head of the 


army, immediately pressed upon 


him, taking him for Ahab, but 
when they e their error, went 
off and left him. FEE WE 

They kept the field from morning 


till night, the one flying, and the 


other pursuing, but not one drop of 


blood was spilt; the Syrians only * 9 


hunting after Ahab, and still not 
finding him; but in the end, one of 
Ben-hadad's domesticks, drew an 
arrow at a venture, that struck the 
king through the joints of his ar- 
mour to his very lungss. 


Ahab was willing to keep it pri- a th | 
vate, for fear of discouraging his 
is cha. 


men: he therefore desired 
rioteer to carry him a little distant, 
from the army : for, said he, I am 
mortally wounded. He, however, 


kept his chariot till about sun-set, 


though in great pain and tors, 


. 
0 


% 
and then between his agony and 


weakness, with the loss of blood, 


The night coming on, the Syrians 
withdrew to their tents; and as soon 
as they 
Ahab's 


Ny : £ 


habitation. - 


© The-king's body was carried to 
Samaria, and there interred; and 
upon washing the blood off the cha- 
riot in a fountain near at hand, the 


prediction of Elijah was verified“; 


for the dogs licked up the blood; and 
the place was afterwards made use of 

for lewd women to bathe in. 
- He died at Ramath, according to 


the prophecy of Micaiah ; so to the 
great honour and authorit: 

ation, the presages'of bowl 
phets were made , to the eternal 
shame and confusion of time-serving 
impostors, that adapt all their pre- 
dictions to their interest; and instead 
of telling us from God what we are 


to believe and do, give us effectually 


to understand what 
JJ one Os 157 3 
Thus died Ahab, king of Israel, 
by means of a divine appointment, in 
consequence of his deviation from 


we are not to be- 


strict obedience to the divine com- VI | 
| ligious, in the several cities of the 
two tribes, he returned to jerusalem, 


mand; finding too late the folly and 


weakness of relying upon false and 


flattering prophets, in opposition to 
the declaration of those commission'd 


from above, and Ahaziah his son 


8 * td 


* + 


che inzuperable necessity of the ee ee an of the 


i this world 10 be-avoided, 
i ..- : x 
OS | 
. ; 


were informed by a herald of 
death, the camp broke up, 
and every man departed to his own 


of reve- 
the pro- 


I 


4 


| 'succeeded him in the 


Priests and Levites, enjoyning them 


recoverably overwhelmed in the snare, 
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ny, VVV 
Upon Jehosaphat's returning to 
Jerusalem, after his joining with 


Ahab against Ben- hadad, the prophet 
Jehu met him, and rebuked him, for 


his espousing che quarrel of so impi- 
ous and flagitious a wretch as Ahab. 
He told him how highly he had of- 
fended God by making that alliance; 
but yet that he was graciously pleas- 
ed, as his heart was upright before 
him, to pass over what he had done 


amiss, and to deliver him out of the 


hands of his enemies. |  _ 

Upon this admonition, the king 
turned himself to God by prayers 
and: sacrifices, -appointed a general 
visitation through all his dominions, 


with orders for instructing the peo- 


ple in the laws of Moses, and in the 
religion of their forefathers, 
He also appointed magistrates in 
all cities, and great towns, giving 
them charge to administer justice to 
all men indifferently, to the poor as 
well as the rich, without any respect 
to profit, favour or affection; and in 
fine, to discharge their duties as in the 
sight of the all- seeing God that knew 
the very thoughts of their hearts. 
Having thus settled the adminis- 
tration of affairs, both civil and re- 


where he constituted judges from a- 
mongst the most considerable of the 


o 
HS 2 1 1 —_ * 
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ourselves to be deluded with vain hopes, till we are ir- 


mn -this oecaxion 1 cannot but refleft upon | even though it ould be forcknown. But we suffer 
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to do justice impartially; or if there | 
should arise any controversies of 

more weight than ordinary, in any of 
their neighbouring cities, that should 
be brought to them for judgment, 


they should not pass sentence with- 


out all possible deliberation; for it 
would be most scandalous and disho- 
nourable to neglect the strictest rules 
ol justice, in a city where God had 
established his temple, and the king 

is e. 

He chose the chief magistrates out 
of the number of his own friends; 
as Amariah the Priest, and Zebadiah 
of the house of Judah. 11 

At this time, the Moabites and 
Ammonites made war upon Jehosa- 
phat, assisted with a mighty army of 
auxiliary Arabians, and encamped at 
Engedi, a city near the lake of the 
Asphaltites, about three hundred fur- 
longs from Jerusalem, and famous 
| for bla and palm- trees. 

When Jehosaphat understood that 
they had passed the lake, and made 


ct 


3 


wo. 


PE 


inroads into his country, he was much | 


_ alarmed, and having immediately 
called an assembly of the states, he 
stood before the temple, and be- 
took himself to prayers, for God's 
1 upon his arms against so 
poverful an enemy, which was ac- 
cording to the form and practice of 
his forefathers, upon the first conse- 
cration of that holy place; who when- 
ever they found themselves in danger 
of being over: run by a foreign ene- 
my, caused all the people to meet in 


1 = 


— 1 _ 
4 


(a) Jalaziel. This perso 


5 n seems to have been bo 5 
mediately inspired by God on this occasion, (for we do not 
read of him as a Prophet either before or after) to comfort 


6 n — 2 2 
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ning them 
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full eongregation, to implore God's 


assistance towards the repelling of 


that violence, and for the mainte- 
nance of that inheritance which the 
Lord in his infinite bounty, had be- 


stowed upon them, that their ene- 


mies sought to take away by force. 
Jehosaphat mingled his prayers 
with tears, and the joint supplica- 
tions of the. whole multitude, with 
their wives and children accompa- 
As they were in the fervour of 
their devotion, / their started up a 
certain Prophet in the midst of them, 
whose name was (a) Jahaziel, de- 
claring to the people, that God had 
heard their prayers, and would fight 


their battle, in favour of the religion 
they professed; warning chem, upon 


this, to be in readiness next day to 
march towards their enemies, whom 
they should find encamped betwixt 
Jerusalem and Engedi, at a certain 
ascent, known by the name of Ziz, 


(which in Hebrew signifies an emi- 


nence); informing them farther, 
that they should not need strike a 
stroke, but only stand looking on 
them, as unconcerned spectators of 


an action wherein God would fight 


for them. 


After this declaration, both the 


king and people, fell prostrate upon 
their faces, gave thanks, and wor- 
shipped, the Levites in the mean 

while. accompanying their hymns, | 
with musical instruments;/ 
The king, early next morning, 


the people ih an | assurance of their deliverance; God 


himself hereby testifying how acceptable their pie 


king's devout address had been to him 
. went 


) Wi? 


went into the desert, under the city 


of Tekoa, where he admonished the 


multitude to put their trust in God, 


according to the predittion of the 


Prophet, and that there was no need 
of ranging themselves in a form of 


battle, only to set the priests with 


their trumpets in the first line, and 
the Levites with their singers, and 


so move cheerfully forward, with 


musick and thanksgiving, as upon 
a day of victory, or deliverance from 


a common enemy. 


They were all highly satisfied with 


the king's advice, and soon put it in 
execution: for God struck the Am- 
monites and their allies with such 


a panic and consternation, that fal- 


ling upon one another, that of many 


thousands of soldiers, there was not 


one man left alive. i et 

When ee 6 gr jon to take a 
view of the valley where the enemy 
was encamped, he found it covered 
with dead bodies. 


Never was vic- 
tory gained more entire, or with such |. 


ease, insomuch, that Jehosaphat, 
in a transport of joy, for so unex- 
pected a blessing, gave his soldiers 


the pillage of the camp, and the spoil 
of the dead, which was so prodigi- 
ous, that they were full three days 
in carrying off their booty. 
On the fourth day, all the peo- 
ple gathered together, in a deep crag- 
gy valley near Berachal, where they 


Praised and blessed God for all the 


works of his power and mercy. © 


the —_ of blessings. 


e 


ing led his army from 
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thence to Jerusalem, where he passed 


several days in sacrifice and feasting. 
The report of this miraculous vic- 
tory filled all foreign princes and na- 
tions, wherever it came, with such a 
reverence of the sanctity and piety 
of Jehosaphat, that they looked up- 


on him as a person for whom God 


had a particular kindness, and retain- 


ed the same opinion of him to the 
end of his days. eee 
Nothing in the history of Jehosa- 
phat can more excite the wonder of 
the pious reader, than that a prince 
so eminent for strict obedience to 
the divine law, and the peculiar ma- 
nifestations of the divine favour, as 
that this king should still be attached 
to the family and interest of Ahab's 
race, so far as to join with his son 
Ahaziah, both in war and traffic: 
for we find that they were jointly 
concerned in setting out ships for 
the traffic of Pontus and Trace. 
But the design miscarried to their 
great expence and detriment; for 
the vessels were not adapted to those 
seas; so that whether through ill 
conduct, or foul weather, they were 


all cast away, and the project proved 


abortive, and was never after re- 


Damned. 7 a 
Ahaziah, king of Israel, had his 
royal palace at Samaria. He was 


wicked and prophane, and altogether 


| adhered to the principles of his fa- 
ther and mother, and seemed to have 
had a certain emulation to out-sin 
From hence it was that the valley 
took its name Berachah, signifying 8 
I | - In' the second year of his reign, 


Jeroboam himself, the capital sedu- 
cer of Israel. woes | 


the king of the Moabites revolted, 
EE ; and 


measures. 
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and absolutely refused to be any lon- 
ger subject to the tribute he had for- 
merly paid to his father. . 


Abaziah being in danger of his 
life, from a fall from off the battle. 


ments into the court- yard of his pa- 
lacey sent to enquire of the idol God 
of Ekron concerning the event of the 
malady consequent on the fall. 
Upon this Occasion the God of 
Israel commanded the Prophet Elijah 
to go immediately, meet the messen- 
gers, and ask them, whether the Is- 
raelites had not a God of their own? 
and if so, remind them that there 
Vas no need of consulting a strange 


ee  - ar 


him the difference between a true 


- 


he was no 1mpostor, 


now convince him by a prodigy, that 
V am a man of God, says he, let 


| vour thee, and thy fifty. 


The Prophet had no sooner put 


the authenticity of his predictions to 
this test, than a fire descended, and 
consumed them all. The tidings 


J 


the same number of men, and upon 


/ 
k 
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god in the case; and therefore they | the same things, used the same me- 


had best go back to the king, and tell 
him that he should not recover. 
The messengers immediately took 
their errand from Elijah, and hasted 
with it to the king, who was sur- 
prized at their hasty return. They 
told him of a man they met, who bade 
them go no farther, and withal charg- 
ing them to tell their king in the 
name of the God of the Israelites, 
that his illness was mortal. 
Ihe king was very earnest with 
them to describe the man; so they 
told him, he was a hairy man, with 
a leathern girdle about him. By 
this description the king presently 
concluded this person to be Elijah, 
and dis patched an officer with fifty 
soldiers to take him into custody. 
The commander finding him up- 
on the top of a mountain, called 
him down to go with him to the 
king, and informing him, that if he 
refused, he must use compulsive 


naces, and they were all destroyed 
after the same manner. After this 


the king sent a third officer witng 
e col 27 Herpes. 
This messenger being a person, 
who seemed to have maintained a due 


respect for the Prophet of the Lord, 


* 


addressed him in the following hum- 
ble manner. I need not tell you, that 
J am under command ; that I come 
upon this errand unwilling, as they 
did likewiſe who: came before me, 
' wherefore I beſeech you be pleaſed out 


| low us to the king. 8 5 
Elijah was so much moved with 


he freely addressed the king in these 


have an opinion of me that I am no 


Elijah told him, that to 'shew | 


god, nor able to foretel what will be 
* . 


- 


* 
* * 


Prophet and a false one, he would 


fire come down. from Heaven, and de- 


of this dreadful judgment no sooner 
reached the king's ear, than enrag- 
| ed he sent another officer, with 


the same errand. ; The captain said 


of pity to me, and my ſoldiers about 
me, to come down willingly and fol- 


the modesty and humility of this 
officer, that he went down and fol- 
lowed him. When they had brought 
him inte the king's. presence, the 
Spirit of God came upon him, and 


words, Thus faith the Lord, fince you 
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the ue of your diſtemper and that | 
you have rather choſen to ſend to the 


9 


God of the people of Ekron for your 


Jatigfaction, know for certain that it 


will be your. death. © 


In some short time this prophecy. 


was fullfilled; and Ahaziah dying 
without issue, R oye rom his: brother 


succeeded to the throne: of Israel. 
He was equal to Ahab in a vicious 
and irreligious course of life; for 
he delivered himself up whooly' to 
strange Gods, to the scandal and dis- 


honour of the true God, though in 


of Israel, was translated from the 
expedition was taken into debate, 
and it was unanimously agreed for 
the army to steer their course 
through the desert of Edom, where 
the enemy would be least aware of 
the design. The kings of Jerusalem, 
Israel, and Edom, therefore put 
themselves upon their march, accord. 


other respects he had genius and ca- 


pPäacity happily adapted to conduct 
the important business of state. 
About the close of the reign of 
this prince, Elijah that faithful ser- 


vant and eminent Prophet of the God 


lower earth to the regions of bliss 
nn TT 7% 
Whilst he was dicoursing with 
Elisha, there appeared a chariot of 
fire, and horses, which separated 
them, and in a short time Elijah was 
hurled in a whirlwind from the 


sight of Elisha into heaven.“ | 
This wonderful exertion of Al- 
mighty power was displayed in the | 
and down for the space of seven days, 
they were greatly distressed for want 
of water, for man and beast, inso- 
much that both their men and cat- 
I tle were upon the point of perishing. 
1] | Jehoram thus impiously and pre- 


preservance of Elisha, in order to 
ad enabled him to perform di- 


truth of his prophetic mission. 


Jehoram now elevated to the 


throne of his brother Ahaziah, de- 


* 


et. et 


The chemics of revelation have not failed to throw 


their impious scoffs on this part of sacred writ,” as well as 


| | that which speaks of the translation of Enoch; because 


precise manner of it, is not recounted. 


— 


; 


* 


3 his reliance on that God 
Who | 
vine miracles in conformation of the 


ut such would do well to remember, that many of 


[- 


sumptuously expostulated with God, 


of things, with res 
L reason, is as absurd, as it is impious. ; 3 4 
BER 33 8 
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termined to make war upon Mesha 
king of the Moabites, for refusing to 
pay the yearly tribute of two hundred 
thousand unshorn sheep, upon the 
account of what was formerly paid 
to his father Ahab. WherefOfe he 
began with levying an army at home, 
and after that, solicited the assistance 
of Jehosaphat, (upon the account 
of his having maintained an alliance 
with his father) to join him; Jeho- 
saphat not only promised for himself, 
but undertook like wise to engage the 
king of Edom, having some tie upon 
him; in the party. E Go . 
When Jechoram came to under- 


stand how well he was to be support- 


ed, he went forthwith to Jerusalem, 
where be was splendidly received 
and entertained by the king. Being 
there in council, the method of the 


ing to the resolution of the counsel; 
and when they had wandered up 


nn 


a nad 


the operations of | Omnipotenceſare beyond the com : 
hension of finite beings, and that to scan the — 
to that divine attribute, by human 


* 


. 


upon 


. Book V. 5 


upon that awful occasion, Mat have | 


theſe three kings done, to be delivered 
up captives to the king of the Moa- 
bites, without the hazard of a bat- 


as became a pious man, and accord- 


ing to; his general practice endea- 
voured to appease the vehemence of 


Jehoram, advising him to enquire, if 


there were a Prophet in the army to 

ask counsel of God what was to be 
done under their present circum- 

stances. A servant within hearing, 

told them that he had seen Elisha the 

son of Shaphat there, the disciple of 
Elijah; and upon this information, 

the three kings, at the persuasion of 
Jehoshaphat, went and found him 

Gut, | 


When they came to his tent, 


wich was at a little distance from 
the camp, they asked him what 


would become of the army for want 
stood that these three kings were 


| advancing against him by the Way, 


of water; but Jehoram being more 
importunate than the rest, the Pro- 
pak addressing him, saidy You /hould 

ave gone to your father's and mo- 
ters Prophets for ſati action, with- 


out troubling thoſe of God; they would. } 


have reſolved you no doubt. 


Jehoram importuned him still, in- 
treating and begging for an answer, 


if it were but for the saving of so 
many men's lives that were ready to 
perish. Elisha swore solemnly to 
Jehoram, that if it were not for the 
sake of jehosaphat, who was a good 
and a pious man, 
no answer from him. 
Upon 
to be called, and as he was singing, 


the Spirit of God came upon the | 
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Prophet, who spoke to the Kings in 
this manner, to make several ditches 
in the channels of the torrent. 
You ſhall fee them all flowing with, 
| water, without either wind or rain; 
| water ſufficient for your ſelves and 


your cattle, to all manner of purpo- 
ie Beſide that, henceforward you. 
| ſhall never. feel any more droughts, 
nor is this all; for Cod will bleſs. 
you yet further, for by his grace and 
help you ſhall, overcome. your enemies, 
and ſcatter them, and ruin their 
| Plantations ; lay their country waſte, 
and dam up their rivers and their 
fung,, ann bog . 
The day after the Prophet, had 
thus predicted, there came down. 
from Edom three days journey from 
this place, an impetuous torrent 
upon a mighty fall of rain, so that 
there was no longer any want of 
drink, either for man or beast. 


When the king of Moab under. 


m 
* 


; 


of the wilderness he mustered all his. 
forces to meet them upon the borders, 
lest they might find an opportunity 


he should have had 


this he ordered A musician | 


of falling on him by surprize. The 

two armies were by this time not far 
from the land of Moab, when the ri- 
sing sun striking upon the torrent, 
made the water look so red, that the 


| Moabites took it for blood, vainly 


imagining, that the three kings had 
fallen upon one another in a rage 
for want of water, and that this tor- 
rent was a stream of their blood. 
In this confidence they went to- 
their king only for permission to 

rifle the enemy's camp, taking it for 


granted, that it was - abandoned. 
| Upon 
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tained leave to break in upon the 


.enemy's baggage, and confident of 


- wards the camp; 


making a large booty advanced with- 
reat haste to- 
ut they soon 


out order, and in 


reaped the fruits of their rashness 


and vain boasting; for being charged 
on all hands in the attempt. Part 
of them were slain, and the rest so 


seattered; that with much difficulty 
they escaped with their lives. | 


5 The kings, in the mean time, 
made an incursion into the land of 
the Moabites, destroyed their towns 

and cities, drove away all their cat- 

. tle, and covered all the turf with 
the sand and gravel of the torrent; 


cut down the best of their woods 


and trees, damed up the springs and 


fountains, and levelled their walls 


to the ground; nay, the king him- 


the enemy's veakest quarter, to 


self was forced to take sanctuary in a 


town, where he was afterwards be- 


sieged; and in such danger of losing 


it by an assault, that he attempted a 
sally with seven hundred horse upon 


— ä 


) Ele Son. We are asured, not only from 


ters, that in cases of great extremity, it was customary to 


Scripture, but from the testimony of several Heathen wri- 


sacrifice to their gods, whatever was dear to them. 


- hensive of great danger, they 
fices, or vowed that they would offer them, because says 


be, © they imagined their gods could terer be appeazed, | 


: Carsar, in his Commentaries, tells us, that when the 


Gauls were afflifled/with any grievous diseases, or appre- 
either offered men for sacri- Þ 


| the Sun. 


bo * 
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Upon * application, they ob- | break. through their body; but fail- 


ing in his attempt, he was forced 


— — 


J 


* 


F 


to perpetrate. 


„ 


Boe 
unless one man's life was given for another's.” Crotius 
is of opinion, that this king of Moab, in imitation of Abra- 


passion of the Kings 
most probable opinion is, that he offered this cost ly sacri- 


— 


into the town again, where he en- 
tered upon the most horrid and bar- 


barous action that the uttermost dis- 
person 


tresss or des pair could bri 


He took his (5) eldest son, the 


next heir to the government, and 
sacrificed him to his god upon the 
walls, in the view of the enemy's 
army. The kings reflecting upon the 
force of an abandoned desperation, 
togethe with the vicissitude of hu- 
man affairs, and considering if it 


were their own case, were soſtened 
to such a degree of compassion, that 
they broke up the siege upon it, and 
departed. e e i” 


| _  Jehosaphat after this expedition 
- reigned in peace, but did not long 
enjoy his crown; for he died at ſe- 
rusalem in the sixtieth year of his 
age, and in the twenty-fifth of his 
reign; and had in that city a most 
magnificent burial, as became the 


imitator of David, the renowned 
monarch of that state. 


ham, sacrificed his son to the true Gud, to move the com- 
that were besieging him; but the 


fice to some false deity, and very likely to Chemosh, 
which was his national god, and generally thought to be 


* 
- 


cave; but that her husb 
threatened to make slave 
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VARIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES*ATTESTING - 


THE MISSION OF THE PROPHET ELI- 
SHA. JEHORAM IS BESIEGED BY BEN- 


HADAD, WHO RAISES THE SIEGE, ANB 
IS AFTERWARDS STRANGLED BY HA-_ 


Z AEL. FLAGRANT IMPIETIES OF JE- 
HORAM. THE PROPHET ELISHA DE- 
'NOUNCES DREADFUL JUDGMENTS 


AGAINST THAT ABANDONED PRINCE. 


GD king Jehosaphat was suc- 


ceeded according to his own 


appointment, by Jehoram his eldest 


son. He bore the same name with 


his mother's brother the king of Is- 


rael, and the son of Ahab, Who was 
then but newly returned to Samaria 


from the war with the Moabites, and 
brought Elisha with him “. 


* The holy Scriptures makes mention of several me- 


morable passages of that Prophet, which we shall account 

well worthy our notice of in this history; amongst the rest 
is the following. The wife of Obadiah, Ahab's steward, 

applied herself to Elisha, and. told him that he was no 

stranger to the outrageous violence of Jezabel against the 

| omen and that her husband concealed and preserved a 
undred of them from destruction, and took up money 


upon his own credit to feed them while they were in the 
ge being now dead, the creditors 

her and her children for the 
debt; Wherefore she entreated him for her husband's sake 


to procure her some present relief: Upon this the Pro- 


Phet asked her what she had in the house, she replied only) 


32 


pointe 
was so enraged when he found his 
malicious contrivance defeated, that 
he reviled his domesticks as a set of 


The Prophet Elisha having re- 
ceived notice of a conspiracy against 
the life of Jehoram, and that Ben- 
hadad had treacherously planted an 


ambush to surprize him, he gave the 
king intelligence of it, with a cau- 
tion to avoid a certain place, where 
the Syrians had laid a plot to ensnare 


him. This precaution kept the king 
from going a hunting, and disap- 
q the plot. But Ben-hadad 


traitors; 'threatening them with no 
less than death itself, for discovering 
a design that no other persons were 


privy to hut themselves. One of his 
servants made answer, that he need 


not accuse his friends and domesticks 


» 
* i. * 


_ 


z little oil in a l... 
The Prophet then bade her go bottom many empty 
ws or veſſels, of her neighbours, as Sie-eeuld get, and 
eep her chamber door shut, and put Gif inte All those ves- 
sels: for God would fill them all. 7 | 
The widow did as she was ordered ; and after the dis- 


tributing of the oil, she eame back again to the Prophet, 


and gave him a particular account of what she had done, 
who advised her to sell the oil, and discharge the debts ; 


for there would be somewhat remaining, after satisfaction 


given to the ereditots, for the relief of her children. By 
this means she delivered herself from a troublesome obli- 


1 gation, 
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diving 


of. treason, or suspect that any of the 


party he had sent to intercept the 
enemy, had betrayed his counsels, 


_ while he had Elisha for a spy upon 
him, who was perpetually prying in- 
granting of this request also, Elisha 


to his ways and actions, on his mas- 


ters behalf ; who had the faculty of 
into the most secret of his h 


designs. 


The king immediately sent his 
scouts abroad to enquire after Elisha, 
and learn where he was: and in a 
short time word was brought him, 


that he might be found at Dothan. 


Upon this intelligence he immediate- 
ly dispatched horsemen and chariots 


to-apprehend him. They went and 


-  beset the town by night, 80 that ther e 


was no possibility of coming in or 


going out; early the next morning, 


a servant of the Prophet's ran tremb- 
ling to his master, to acquaint him 
that the town was beset with a body 
of the enemy, which were come to 


apprehend him. Elisha bade him be 
courageous, nor fear even an army, 
as his trust and confidence was in the 
goodness and power of an over-ru- 

Tag Providence; and prayed to God 


for some special token of his presence 


and protection, that might confirm 
his servant in a confident resignation 


to his holy will and pleasure. 


The Prophet's prayers were heard, 


and there appeared forthwith, in the 
sight of the servant, a multitude of 


horses and chariots round about Eli- 
sha, as a guard upon his person. 


The consideration of this succour, as 
the servant understood it to be, 


| Ds 
him out of all fear of any furtt er 


danger for his master. 


= 


Alter this vision the Prophet prayed 
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e that God would cast a 
mist before the eyes of these people, 
and strike them with a blindness, that 


- 


ab 


they might not see, so as to discern 
him from another man. Upon the 


cast himself into the middle of their 


troops, and passing from one to ano- 
ther, required for what, or for whom 
they sought. | 


On their informing him, that they 


sought for Elisha the Prophet, he as- - 


sured them, that if ey would follow 


him, he would conduct them to the 


place where they might apprehend 


. | | 
_ Encouraged by this promise, they 
followed him without any scruple, 


till he brought them into Samaria. 


Upon their entrance into the city, 


the prophet bade Jehoram cause the 


gates to be shut, and the Syrians to 
ene, He 


Upon this occasion Elisha offered 


up a third prayer; which was, that 
God would restore the Syrians to 


their sight again; whereupon their 


eyes were opened; and to their great 


astonishment and admiration, they 
found themselves enclosed up in an 
enemy's town, in the hands, and en- 
mercy of their adver- 


tirely at the 
saries. . 5 9 
While the Syrians were involved in 


this dilemma, and perplexed concern- 
ing the means of extricating them- 


selves, the king proposed to the pro- 


phet the putting of them all to death; 
which he absolutely opposed, as be- 
ing incompatible with his honour and 

justice; and only t6' be allowed in 


cases of battle. He also observed, 
that those people were guilty of no 


— i 


4 


{ 


act 1 = 


* 


act of hostility upon his country, and 


only brought, thither by the will and | 
power of God, without any malici- 


ous intention, or so much as the bare 
knowledge of what they did; and 
therefore gave it as his opinion, that 
it would redound most to his honour 
to treat them with a ae and 
respect, and then leave them to their 
( ( 1 
Jehoram took the prophet's advice, 


gave them a splendid and liberal en- 


tertainment, and so sent them back 
again unhurt and safe to their master. 
At their return, they gave the king 
so particular an account of this won- 
derful adventure, that his conscience 
Vas struck, upon the hearing of it, 
with a conviction, that the hand of 
God was manifestly in this prodigy, 
and that what the prophet delivered in 
the name of God, was no other than 
the dictate of a divine inspiration. 
After this time, Ben-hadad never 
entered into any secret practice a- 
gainst the king of Israel, but resolved 
to make open war upon him, relying 
on his great strength and numbers. 
Upon this resolution, Ben-hadad 


raised a mighty army, and marched 


with his whole force against Jeho- 
ram, who finding himself too weak 
to venture his all upon the event of 
a field-battle, kept himself within the 
walls of Samaria, where he had good 
works and defences. It was a strong 


place, and Ben-hadad was therefore 


in some doubt, whether to attempt it 


. by The pieces here meant, according to the best authors; 
weighed nine ounces, two penny weighis, and twelve 


grains, and' in value amount to two pounds, five shillings, | 


and seven-pence half. penny, English money. 


+ The word we have here translated a 44 and an half, 


N 


%%% OFTHE HOET BRIEE: | | 
by assault, or by tins: however - 
Siege was laid to the town, and the 

garrison were reduced to so misera- 
ble a scarcity of provisions, that an 
ass's head sold for “ fourscore pieces 


7 * * 


— 


— 
* * 


sing she had come to beg 
turned her off with this angry rebuke, 
Ihave no barns nor wine-preſſes; and 

| what have I to ſupply your wants ? 
The woman informing him, she 
did not come to beg his provision, 


s nearest to that quantity of our measure. | | 
nny-weights, nine grains 


and an half, and were in value worth two shillings and 


of silver, and a pint and an half of 
pigeon's dung (for seasoning) for“ 
five pieces. Zo 


In this extremity, nothing gave the 


king so much concern, as an appre- 
hension that some person might be- 


tray the place to the enemy, under 
the force and necessity of an insup- 
portable famine; so that he * 
day visited the walls, and the guards 
took care that no spies should enter 


privately into the town, and had a 


vigilant eye upon all the motions and 
practices of the garrison and inhabi- 


As the king was attending his bu- 
siness, there came a woman crying to 
him for help; and Jehoram suppo- 


but to implore his justice, and desire 
that he would do her right in a con- 
troversy between her and another 
woman. . 85 


The king asked her, what 3 


and she answered to this effect; A 


certain neighbour, and myſelf,. that 
were ready to die for want of food, 


came to an agreement between, our- 


FP 


Five weighed eleven 


ten · pence, seven eighths. 


* 
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ſelves, having uch of us a little male 
child, to eat our children by turns, 
merely to preſerve life. Mine was 
killed and dreſſed yesterday, and ſhe 
had her part of it; and now I ſhould 


have part of her child, ſhe breaks her 
word with me, and has concealed him. | 
Jehoram, struck with grief and 


horror, rent his garment, exclaiming, 


that he never knew what it was to be 


perfectly miserable, till that instant; 
and that all this might have been pre- 
vented, by a word, if the prophet 
would have interceded with God for 
him. But that he would take the 


forfeit of his life for it; and in that 


heat dispatched an officer to cut off 
his head, who immediately set for- 


ward upon this commission. 


The outrageous displeasure of the 


king's was no secret to Elisha, who 

told his disciples, en. that 

son of a murderer, had sent an offi- 

cer, who, was then upon his way, to 
take off his head; wherefore (addres- 
ain himself to them) do you watch 
an 


observe him, and when he comes 


near the house, be sure to shut the 
door upon him, and detain him till 
the king himself shall come up, who 
hath now changed his mind, and is 
hastening after as fast as possible to 
prevent mischief. „ 1 


They watched as they were direct. 


ed, shut the door upon the men when 
they came, and kept them out till je- 


horam appeared himself, who made 
all possible haste, lest he should be 
too late to countermand the execu- 


tion of the order, and to save the 
8 pb fe 


When ſehoram came to him, he 


— - 


" upbraided the Prophet with inhuma- | tions without the gates. 
b 7 | * AS; | ; | £ T.. Fu . 1 


6 


nity, in being capable of beholding 
the extreme distress of so many 
wretched persons, without once in- 
terceding with God for their relief. 
The Prophet gave him for an- 
swer this promise and assurance, 
That by the same hour the next day, 
Samaria should be so abundantly re- 


stored with all sorts of necessaries of 
life, that a measure of fine flour, 


should be sold publickly in the market 
for one shekel, and two measures of 
barley at the same rate. 5 

The king and the court made no 
doubt of the truth of his predictions, 
having had $6 many proofs of their 
authority and credit; so that they 
comforted themselves upon the pre- 
sage, as if it had been a thing already 
accomplished, and made their pre- 
sent difficulties easy, by the hope of 
what was to come; but a certain fa- 
vourite officer of the king, who com- 
manded a third part of the army, 
thus ludicrously addressed the Pro- 
1 0 as the king was leaning upon 
him, in a familiar way, Eliſha, we 
may as well believe, that it Hall rain 
flour and. barley from heaven, as 
what you have now ſoretold; for it 
Jeems to me incredible, even to a de- 

gree of imposS uy, 1... v 
The Prophet replied, make no 

question of it; for you shall see it. 


But you shall only see it, without en- 


| joying it. Which prediction wWas 


d ia to end. 
It was a custom among the Sama- 
ritans, that no leprous person should 
be suffered to live within the walls of 
the city; and at this time there were 
four lepers, who had their habita- 
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The famine in the city was $0 
extreme, that there was no provision 


to be expected from thence; so that 


Whether they went back into the 


town, or staid where they were, they 


had certain death before them. 
-W 

regler of casting themselves upon 
the enemy. If they spared them, 
they should live; or if they put them 
to death, it would be a gentler way 
of dispatch. They all agreed in this 


proposal, as the best . wee they 
ipt away by 


could pursue, and 80,5 
night into the enemy's camp. 

At this critical moment it pleased 
God to possess the Syrians with a pa- 
nic, upon the imaginary noise of 
horses and armed men breaking in 


upon them; and with the strength 


of this apprehension, they all ran in 
a great consternation to Ben-hadad, 
and told him that Jehoram's confe- 


derate king of Egypt, and of the 
islands, was just at hand, and within 


hearing of the march of the army. 
He gave the more credit to the de- 
lusion, as he himself laboured under 
the same imagination; so that in 
_ this consternation the whole army 
dispersed, and every man betook him- 


self to flight, leaving their horses, 
carriages, ' baggage, and their whole 


treasury in the camp. 


When the lepers approached the 


camp of the Syrians, they heard not 
the least stir; and advancing still far- | 
ther, found great plenty of stores and 


provisions, but the place deserted; 
so that having eat and drank, they 
carried off much valuable plunder, 
without being discovered by the ene- 
my. e ; | | 


\& 


on this deliberation they took a 


"I 


into an ambush. 


Saying they might perhaps despair 


or THE HOLY BIBIE. 3869 


r They loaded themselves four times, 


and buried their burdens in a hole 
they dug for that purpose without 
the camp. As they might now rea- 


sonably conclude the enemy was 
drawn off, they blamed themselves 


for not giving Jehoram and the citi- 


zens notice of their desertion, upon 


the first discovery: wherefore they 


hastened back to Samaria, calling 
aloud to the watch upon the walls, 


that the enemy had totally abandon- 


ed their camp; and upon this intel- 


ligence, being instantly conveyed to 
the king's guards, Jehoram called a 


council of his friends and officers, 
and gave it as his opinion, that it 


was a stratagem to draw his people 


of starving us, and, therefore, have 


recourse to this invention to surprize 
us. And if they should but draw us 


out to take possession of the booty, 
they might make an excursion upon 


us from their places of retirement, 


cut our men to pieces, and with great 
ease make themselves masters of the 


city. „ | 5 
For these reasons therefore I am 
for providing against their treachery, 
and being the more weary for this pre- 
E cannot think they are fled 


tence. 
away, and deem it very imprudent to 
venture the main chance upon the 
credit of this intelligence. 8 


| One of the council stood up, and 
with due respect to the king's pro- 


posal, observed, that it was necessary 
at such a juncture, to send out scouts, 
as far as Jordan; observing, that if 


they should happen to be taken, it 


might serve for a warning to others. 


8 1 However 


i, 10 % * 
* % = 
* N 
* - 


= Coo A COMPLETE HISTORY 


However that they Should not ex- 


: 


pose themselves too much, lest be- 


ing detected, they frustrated the de- 
| "_—_— their project. 


king was mich of the coun- 
sellor's opinion, and sent his scouts 


returned soon after with this report, 


that they saw arms, corn, seve- 
ral cir? ha of «things upon the way, 
from whence they concluded, that 
the Syrians had thrown them down 


in order to make their flight the 


more expeditious. 


The king upon this ein; 


sent out his people to plunder Ben- 


| hadad's camp, where they found a 
rich booty, in gold, silver, horses, 


and several sorts of beasts; beside an 


incredible provision of grain. 
Having attained so vast a quantity, 


the pe forgot their former scar- 
city; to 

were sold for one sheke], and a mea- 
Sure of flour at the same price, ac- | 
. cording to the prediction of Elisha, 


r two measures of barley 


But the officer that commanded 


the third part of the army, had no | 


benefit from this booty, being post- 
ed at the gate, by the king's com- 


mand, to keep the people in order, 
that they might not crowd one ano- 
ther to death upon the sally they 


were to make, he himself was trod- 
den to death in the throng, as a 


Elisha foretold. 


. safe to Damascus; and when he un- 
derstood that the alarm of chariots [ 


dgment that befel him for his un- 
Pelte, in giving so little heed to what 


Ben- hadad was by this time got 


. 
* 


immediately for intelligence; who | 

| a dangerous sickness. 

| _ that they had been so far without | 

seeing so much as one enem wh but | 
a 


and horsemen, which "oy excited 
such fear and confusion throughout 
his army, arose from an apprehen- 


sion rather then reality, he looked 
upon it as a declaration from hea- 


ven against him; and the anxiety 
arising therefrom brought upon him 


Elisha then went towards N 
cus; and Ben-hadad being informed 


where he was, sent Hazael, his © 


ticular and trusty friend, wit 

compliment, and magnificent my 
sents to | meet him, and enquire 
whether the king should out-live 
his disease or not, and what would 
be the issue of it. Hazael took forty 
camels, and loaded them with the 


choicest curiosities that the court or 


8 


22 * = 


| Tachites. You ſhall put t 


country afforded, advanced with 
them towards Elisha; meeting him 
upon the way he saluted him with 


great reverence, in the name, and 


by the order of king Ben- hadad, 
telling him, that he had commission 
to offer him those presents, and like- 
wise to advise with him about his 
disease, whether or no he 1 


hope for relief. 


The Prophet told Hhdgngl that the . 
king was to die; but charged him® 
to conceal it from his master. This 
greatly affected Hazael, Elisha weep- 


L ing, in the contemplation of the mi- 


series the people were to endure after 
the decease of Ben-hadad; Hazael 
asked the Prophet what might be 
the cause of that excessive grief? 
Elisha thus replied, I cannot forbear 


| weeping to thinkof the calamaties that 


| you yourſelf are to bring upan the I. 
74% beſt of their 
men, to the Sword, burn their walled. 
„ cities, 


cities, daſh their children to death 
againſt the ſtones, and Tip up the 
children out of the bellies of ther 
motlers. Upon Hazaels enquiry, 


© "how it was for ham to compaſs all this. 


miſchief? The Prophet informed him 
that he ſhould reign in Syria. Upon 

this discourse Hazael left him, and 
returned to his master, with an ac- 


count that he should recover of his 


distemper. „ | 
On the day following he made 


the king a visit; and taking his op- 


portunity, strangled him with a wet 
cloth, and took possession of his pa- 
lace and government. He was a 


man of great interest and reputation, 


with the people of Syria and Damas- 
cus; insomuch, that for many suc- 
cessive years the memory of Ben- ha- 


dad and of Hazael his successor, was 


celebrated amongst the Syrians with 
divine honours, not only for their 
bounty and generosity in general, 
but in particular for the magnificence 
of the temples they erected at Da- 
mascus, and the care they took for 
the honour and ornament of the 
city. Their images were carried 
about in procession, as a token of 
the veneration in which they were 
universally held. Ty 
The death of Ben-hadad set the 
heart of Jehoram, the king of Israel, 
much at case, as it afforded him a 
e from wars, and broils, 
and the comfort of seeing himself 


once again in a state of peace. But 


Jehoram the king of Judah, was no 


sooner vested with the sovereignty, 


than he sullied his regal character 
with the slaughter of his brothers, 


and his father's friends, and the com- 


= 
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mission of such outrages, as 


* 


e 
if he had 
been upon a competition with the 
worst of former kings, which should 
be the wickedest; being prompted 
by his wife Athaliah, the daughter of 


Abab, who proved the instrument of 


his idolatrous defection from the true 
worship, to the service of strange 
Gods. | EE . 


Though God would most certainly 
stand firm to the promise he made 
to king David, that he would never 
utterly extinguish the whole race. 
Jehoram did all that he could to pro- 
voke him to a total extirpation, by 


a daily course of impieties and abo-— 


minations. 5 | 

Edom at this time revolted from 
Jehoram, and the inhabitants made 
way to their apostacy by the mur- 


dering of their king (who had ever 


* 


been faithful to Jehosaphat) and by 


setting up another in his place. 


In. consequence of this indignity, 
the king made a speedy incursion by 
night, with a body of horse, and 
charioteers into the enemy's . quar- 


ters, but they could only avenge 


themselves, by making some depre- 


| dations on the borders, not daring to 


make farther progress into the coun- 

try. . „ 
This expedition was so far from 

striking any sort of terror or appre- 


hension into the deserters, that on 


the contrary, it served for an encou- 
ragement to others to follow the ex- 
ample of their leaders, and to shake 
off their yoke likewise, Libnah, re- 
belling also at the same time. Such, 


in short, was the madness and folly 


of Jehoram, that he forced the IS 


raelites up to the groves and high. 


places 
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places of the mountains, and there | 
to worship whine ne, 
He went on for some time in the 


8 
— 
y * 


| „ ß) ꝗ DVV 
| religion, and all that could be sacred | THE PROPHET'S PREDICTION Acco. 
FF = + either in heaven or earth, till in the | PEISHED IN THE MISERABLE END OF | 
3 end there came a menacing letter. | JEHORAM, KING OF JUpaH. EXTIR, 
fromthe Prophet Elisha to him, to |. on OF THE FAMILY OF AHAB, | 
. IAI | BY THE HAND or JEHU. DESTRUC- 
e eee | 7h 0 THE TENPLE, DEDICATED 
; : ; 3'S H. 
wilfully et himpelf up againſt the | TER skkkS REVENGE UPON. THE 
frathce and example of his fore- | housk of David. HER DESIGN 
fathers, and eſpouſed the impious fu- |  rRUSTRATED. AND JUDGMENT FALLS 
i  perſtuton of the Iſraelites; and not | UPON. HER OWN HEAD. . 
= reſting there neither, had likewiſe de- | Petr fer tans 
= Bbauched the tribe of Tudah, and the OME time after this, an army 
iy | citizens of Ferujalem, from the re- | of Arabians from the borders of 


=  T7%g1on of their country, into the Pa- Ethiopia, together with a number of 

Il ganiſi ſußenſtitions of 1dolatry, in other Barbarians, broke into the 

i making Gods of images, after the | kingdom of Jehoram, - ravaged the 
= example of Ahab violence upon his | country, rifled the palace, put the 
=_— people, to force them into theſe abo- | king's wife to the sword, and all his 
—_ 0 $247 children, Ahaziah only excepted, ' 
A After the doing of all this, and the | who very narrowly escaped the fury 
—_ - 3 his hands in the blood of of the ene. 
bis own brothers, and other good] The king after this public cala- 

= — and righteous men, this judgment | mity, fell into a disease, which prov- 


Was pronounced against him, in the | ed according to the Prophet's pre- 
before- mentioned lette. l diction, a kind of plague in the bow- 
Nat lis family, and his people, | els, which proved mortal, and car- 

_ ſhould fall into the hands of a merca- | ried him off in the extremest agony, ® 
- leſs enemy, that ſhould neither ſpare | The people derided his calamity, 
women or children. That he himfelf ] inferring from the great degree of his 
ou be tormented with a lingering |. punishment, the aggrevated nature 
pain in his bowels, tall by littie and | of his crimes, which had incurred 
little; they ſhould rot and fall out.” | the just judgment of anincensed God. 
This was to be the miserable con-]J[̈ They would neither vouchsafe him 
dition that should bring him at last, | a rok funeral, nor a place in his 
though too. late, to a sense and a | father's monument. i 
sight of his wickedness. _.... ]l He lived forty years, and reigned 
In fine, this, was the $ubstanee of | eight. And the people of Judah, 
the writings - that was delivered: to f placed Ahaziah upon the throne f 
Jehoram in the name of Elisa. I his father. pr 


* 
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1 Jehoram, 
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D eee Bin of the Israelites, was 
in hopes, after the death of Ben-ha- 
dad, that he might recover Ramoth- 
Gilead; and, with that design levied 
a great army, and sat down before it. 

At the siege he received a wound 
with an arrow from the bow of a Sy- 
rian. It was not mortal; yet he was 
obliged to withdraw to, the city of 
Jezreel for the convenience of the 
cure, leaving his whole army behind 


him at the siege of Ramoth, under the 


command of Jehu, the son of Nimshi, 

who took the town by force. 
Jehoram proposed, upon his reco- 

very, to make war upon the Syrians ; 


and in the mean time Elisha sent one 


of his disciples, with holy oil, to 
Ramoth, there to anoint and declare 


Jehu king, and to do it in the name 


of God, and by his authority and 


order. | | 


The prophet gave him some other 


things in charge also, and commanded 
him to be as expeditious as he could, 


making no person privy to his jour- 
ney. | 5 . 
When he came to the town, he 
found Jehu sitting with the head 


officers of the army, as was foretold 


him by Elisha; he therefore went up 
to him, and gave him to understand, 
that he desired to have a short con- 
ference with him in private. | 
Jehu rose up immediately, and the 
messenger following him into his 
apartment, and the young man taking 
out the oil poured it on his head; in- 
forming him, That God had chosen 
him king, for the destruction of the 
house of Ahab, and to revenge the 
blood of the prophets, which against 
all justice was spilt by Jezebel; and 
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that as Jehoram, the son of Nebat, 
and after him the family of Baasha, 
were utterly rooted out, and destroyed 
for their wickedness; so there should 


be no remainder left of the 
stock of Ahab. 5 

As soon as he had spoken these 
words he conveyed himself out of 
the apartment in haste, and with all 


wicked 


imaginable privacy; Jehu returning 


forthwith to his 
commanders. . 
The officers were very desirous of 
knowing the import of the young 
man's embassy; declaring that his 
looks indicated insanity. | Jehu to. 
disguise the fact appeared to acquiese 
in their opinion; however as they 


place among the 


| e in the most earnest enquiry, 


e told them in plain terms that he 
came to him with a message from 
God to pronounce him king. 
At these words, the commanders 


took every man his. cloak, and laid 


them one upon another for Jehu to 


sit down upon, instead of a throne ; 
and when he had taken his place, 


they all saldted him king, with accla- 


mations, benedictions, and the sound 


of horns and trumpets, to congratu- 
late his accession to the throne. 
Jehoram was now under the Sur- 
geon's hands at Jezreel for the wound 
he had received at the siege of Ra- 


_ moth; and his sister's son Ahaziah 


was there at the same time to visit 


him as he lay sick of his wounds; s 


that Jehu took this opportunity of 
marching with his army to jezreel, 


where he might surprize them both at 


once; * his soldiers, as 


proof d their fidelity to him, nei- 
ther directly or indirectly to give Je- 
5 % I 
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horam any knowledge or intimation 


march. 


„J) ͤð ðĩ V 97 of 3% bt: 
The soldiers executed their or- 
ders with great cheerfulness, posses- 
sing themselves of all the passes and 
avenues of the town, and keeping 
$0 strict a guard upon them, that it 
Was morally impossible to conveyany 
intelligence into the place without 
J%%%%⁰]⅛ꝰ 8 
While this was doing, Jehu mounts 
It 


his chariot, and with- a party of 


choice men advanced with all ex- 
_ pedition toward the city. 


The king had a scout abroad to 


observe what people passed that way, 


and his scout finding Jehu at the 


bead of the troops, posted away im- 
mediately to Jehoram with tidings of 


a body of horse being upon t eir 


The kin 
man, vith instructions to go up to- 
wards the party, and learn who they 


were, The messenger went, and did 


according to his instructions, inqui- 


ring also into the state of the army; 
for the king he said was desirous of 


Jehu admonished him not to be 
anxious concerning the intent of those 
preparations, but to fall into the rear 


| 8 gave the king. notice, that his messen 
ger had joined the troops. Jehoram, 
upon this, sent again the same instruc- 
tions, and with the very same success; 
When receiving no satisfaction, he 
took his chariot himself and Ahaziah 

___ the king of Judah along with him, 
who, being his kinsmam das come 
there to visit him; as the) went out 


W RE 


dispatched an horse- | 
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together to meet Jehu, who moved 
very leisurely, and coming into the 
field of Naboth; ram asked him 
concerning the destination of his ar- 
my when Jehu in this reply, cast some 
poignant reflections upon the whore- 
doms and witchcraft of his mother. 
This caused Jehoram to suspect the 
security of his situation, and determi- 
ned to decamp as soon as possible; 
he therefore told Ahaziah that he was 
betrayed; and as he was hastening to 
make his escape, Jehu shot him 
through the heart with an arrow, so 
that he dropped from his chariot, 


* 
WF 


and then commanded” Bidkar, the 


captain of a third part of the army, 
to take the carcase, and cast it out 
into the field of Naboth, calling to 
mind what the prophet Elijah had 
formerly said to his father Ahab; viz. 
that he and his family were to perish 
in that place; which he himself had 
heard as he was sitting in a chariot 


behind Ahab, an every thing fell 


out accordingly. Upon the death of 
Jehoram, Ahaziah apprehending his 
own life to be in danger, turned off 


his chariot into a by way, where he 


thought Jehu would not find him; 
but following him however to a cer- 
tain bank, he wounded him with an 


and march with them. The man | arrow, which caused him to leave his 


| _ complied, and the scout presently chariot, and take horse to save him- 


self by flight. He got off to the city of 
Megiddo, where he soon after died of 


his wound; from whence he was car- 
ried to Jerusalem, and their buried, 
after he had reigned one year, dur- 
ing which time he had exceeded the 
abominations of his father. 5 

When jehu came into Jezreel, 


1 Jezahel planted herself in a turret- 


window, 


WL 


| chariots, and other necessaries for 


Book VI. 
window, arraygd in a most superb at. 
tire, to seg h entry. As he passed 
by her she ingly said, Had Aimri 
peace, em his maſter 7 Jehu, 
seeing e wom, and hearing these 
words, called ont to her to know who 
she was, and bid her come down: 
but on not coming immediately, he 


commanded the eunuchs that weregf 


then about her to cast her down head- 


lon ® . Ps «BL 0 IEEE ay Ft 
4 "They obeyed. his order, and the 
walls were stained with the blood that 


. e from her body in the fall. 


ä 
men rode Over the carcase, and tra m- 


» 


, ple her p dest, hon. 540 
Aſter this, jehu and his friends 
marched forward to the palace to re- 
fresh themselves. When they had 


been there some time, Jehu ordered 


N * 


Jazabel's servants, out of respect to 
her quality, to see their mistress bu- 

ried; reminding them that she Wwas 
a king's daughter: when they came 
to look for the body, there was no- 
thing to be found but a piece of the 
Skull, the palms of her hands, and 
the soles of her feet; the dogs hav- 
ing eat up all the rest. 


Fr £ 4 - 


This circumstance confirmed Jehu 
more and more in the authenticity of 
| men's tutors conferred together about 
it; and, without. any scruple of 


- 


_Eljah's prediction, which he had fore: 
told, nat dogs ſhould. eat. the fleſh. 


* 


of 33 the field q, Jezveel.-. 


Ahab had seventy sons, who re- 
sided at this time in Samaria, where 


they were brought up: Jehu wrote 
two letters thither, one to, the go- 
vernor, and the other to the magi- 


strates of the place, wherein he gave 


them to understand, that being well 
Provided with, horses, men, arms, 


Pa» 4 . 4 F< 
N 2284 1 


war, beside fortified towns and 


strong holds, it was incumbent on 


them, to select from the raee of 
Ahab, a youth of the most amiable 


qualifications, both natural and ac- 


1 


tenderness or compassion, 


3 
＋ 


4 


diently remain. 


. and vest him with the regal 


dignity, in order to revenge the 


death of their lord and master, and 
to try how they sto d affected to his 


interest. 


The persons to whom these letters 


vere addressed, read them over with 
great care and attention, and agree- 


ing upon the whole, that it would 


not be safe, under their circumstan- 


ces, to oppose a power which had al- 
ready been too mighty for two great 
kings; they resol ved to make him an 
answer as evasive and inconclusive 


as possible, implying upon the whole, 
that they owed allegiance to no other 


prince but him, aß whose devotion 
they should ever thankfully and obe- 
Jehu wrote them word back, that 
if they favoured his interest, they 
sbould forthwith send him the heads 
of all Ahab's sons, as a token and 
testimony of their readiness to serve 
r . | 
The magistrates and the young 


agreed 
among themselves to cut off all their 


Meads, and send them in baskets to 


Jezreel. 


The king and his friends were at 
supper when the news was brought 
him that the heads were come: 80 

-.exdered them to be laid in two 


PPbefore the gate, on each adde 


One; 
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one; and the next morning going 


out to view them, thus addressed 


himself to the people, I had a hand 


in the death of my maſter, but whoſe 


doing ts all this? His design was to 


Satisfy the people that this rigour to- 
ward the house of Ahab was not only 
according to the will of God, but 
answerable to what God himself had 
foretold by the mouth of the Pro- 

het. He destroyed as many of the 


amily of Ahab as he could find, and | 


returned afterward to Samaria. 
Falling into company upon the way 


* with several of the kindred of Aha- 


ziah, king of Jerusalem, he asked 
them whither they were going? They 
answered, they were going to pay 
their duty to ſehoram and king Aha- 
ziah, having heard nothing as yet of 
their death by. the hand of Jehu. 
There were two and forty of them 
in number, andFehu caused them all 
to be slain. He happened after ward 
to meet with Jehonadab, his particular 


friend, and a very just man; who, 


after the first salutation, highly com- 
mended him for his zeal in rooting out 
the race and family of wicked Ahab, 


according to the command and ap- 
pointment of God. 


Jehu then invited him into his 


chariot, to go with him to Samaria; 
telling him that he should now see he 


would spare no apostates, but put all 


the false priests and prophets to the 
sword, even eve oy 


man that had's 


A 


— 
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ito the king's 


Jehonadab submittl 
him in his 


pleasure, and waited uh 
chariot to the city. 
as they came thithgr, ca; 
search tobe made foFAhab'sYelations, 
and put them all 10 death as fast as 
he found them; being resolved that 
none of Ahab's false Prophets, or 
profane Priests should escape him, he 
circumvented them all by stratagem. 
He appointed the 3 to meet 
him in an assembly, telling them, 
That i, Ahab ſerved Baal a little, 
Jehu ſhould ſerve him twice as much, 


ber; therefore he would have all the 
Prięſts and Prophets of Baal to be 
preſent to a fingle man; for he had a 
great ſacriſice to offer to the God of 
Ahab, whom they called Baal, and it 
| ſhould be death for any Prieſt to ab- 
, SET, 2 b, 

Thus he sent his messenger up and 
down Israel, to summon the Priests 
up to Samaria at the appointed day. 
| © Upon their arrival, they had vest- 


| ments given them, which they pot on. 


| So Jehu took Jehonadab with him in- 
to the house of Baal, where stritt 
search was made, that there might 
not be any person there present, 
more than the servants of Baal, for 
Jehu would not suffer (as he said) 
any profane intruder to intermix in 
the holy worship. 5 2 0 
When Jehu Pund that they were 
all Baalites, and just entering upon 
the ceremony, he had fourscore men 


set ready at the door, that waited 


only the word of command to break 
in upon the apostates. n 


Their orders were to put all the 


false Prophets to the swörd, and to 
| 55 5 vindicate 


a” „ 
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for he would worſhip double the num- 


Bock VI. 

vindicate'the religion of their ances- 
tors, under thigfeendition and penal- 
ty, that whaayer should spare the 
life of but hy one of them, his life 


should ansV le others. 


2 


er for | 


The word was given, and they 
executed their commission to the ut- 
termost rigour, for they slew them all 


to a man, set fire to the palace itself, 
and so purged the city of those sacri- 
legious abominations. 


This Baal was the Syrian's idol, 
to whom Ahab dedicated an altar in 
Samaria, for the sake of Ithobal his 
father-in-law, king of Tyre and Si- 
don, and assigned them Priests and 


Prophets, and other necessaries ap- 
pertaining to their religion. | 
Now Jehu abolished the rites and 


ceremonies of this worship, but per- 


-- mitted the Israelites to go on still in 
the worship of their golden calves. 

This severity against that impious 
generation was so Tak pleasing to God, 
that he signified to him by his Pro- 


Phet, that his posterity should sit up- 


on the throne of Israel to the fourth 
generation. 


When Achaliah, the daughter of 
Ahab king of Israel, and the widow 


of Jehoram king of Judah, came to 
understand what havock 
made in her father's wicked family, 
king Jehoram' her brother assassina- 


ted, her son Ahaziah dead of his 
wounds, and the whole stock upon 
the point of being utterly rooted out, 


she formed a resolution of re- establi- 
shing the same procedure upon the 


to pretend to the kingdom of Judah. 


This was her determination, nor was 


Jehu had 


a. a 
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it o wing to her want of assiduity that 
it was not executed. For of all the 


sons of Ahaziah, there was only one 


that escaped; and the manner of his 


deliverance was as follows: Jehoshe- 


ba, the sister of Ahaziah, and the. 


wife of Jehoiada the high priest, 


coming into the palace, found a male 
child of about a year old, whose name 
was Jehoash, among the dead bodies 


of the sons of Ahaziah, which the 


nurse had hid there. 4 hes 
She conveyed-it away to her own 


lodgings, and from thence to the 


temple, where she concealed it, thro' - 


the whole six years of Athaliah's 


reign over Jerusalem, and the two 
.tribes, and none of her friends or re- 


lations were privy to the secret but 
her own husband. | 


In the seventh year Jehoiada en- 


tered into an association with five 


captains, to force P government 
nd, and transfer 


out of Athaliah's ha 
it to the right heir; shewing them 
the child that was then present. 

Their business was now only to 
interchange an oath of faith and se- 
crecy, and apply themselves to the 


execution of the design; which they 


did immediately, but not without 
of success. 4 


in this enterprize, travelled all over 


| the country with summons to the 


priests and Levites, and several of 
rincipal men in their tribes, in 


d them, 
that they were now called upon for 


advice, about the common good of 
ablic ; and that he would laß 
the whole matter before them; but 


the p 


it 


igh priest's name, to go up to 
Jerusalem, where Jehoiada 10 

house of David, and not to leave 80 | 
much as one man alive of the _ 2 
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he had taken into his 
served; and thus addressing them, 
said, | 


not only required secrecy, but help. 


shewing them the child likewise that 


Nis child is your king, and a 
branch of that family, which God had 
promised and foretold, ſhall never be 
wanting to Supply the throne of 


David. 


Nov it 25 my advice, that you di- 


wide e Frus into three bodies; one 
third to be upon the guard of the king 
n the temple ; a ſecond third to ſecure 


the pafſes and avenues that lead to | 


iz; and the remainder to guard the 
open gate that leads to the palace. 

As for thoſe that have no arms, let 
them be in the temple, ij they think. 


Fit; but let no armed man be admitted 
there, tf he be a prięſt. 5 

Jehoiada gave order also for a select 
number of Preists and Levites to 


stand with drawn swords, as a guard 
about the king's person, and to kill 
any man that should press into the 
temple with a weapon about him, in 


They were all pleased with the 


Advice and contrivance of the high- 


priest, so that-the next thing to be 


one was the putting the project in | 
execution. 14 | 


in Jehoiada, upon this, opened a 


magazine of armour, that David 
had Jong since stored up in the tem- 
ple, 1 


out lances, arrows, 
and what o 


* 
. * - 


"Is 7 VO 


re and pre- 


7 


. 


order to secure the life and safety of | 
_ "the king. | 


| turions, Priests an 
Upon this, he gave them their | 

oath of secrecy, and then told them 
the whole story, withou tany reserve, 


| person was let in 


er military weapons f h 
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it must be kept private, and the case 


that were there dep 


sited, tothe Cen- 
d Levites, who 
planted themselves as à guard upon 
the temple quite round it; and so 
strictly beset the doors, that not a 
that had no busi- 
ness there. FE e | 

The child was now produced with 
a royal crown upon his head; and 
being anointed with che holy oil ac- 
cording to custom, the high-preist 
pronounced him king ; which solem- 
nity was accompanied with innume- 
rable acclamations, by the people in 
general. | 

The clamour of this outcry and 
proclamation was a terrible surprize. 


Athaliah, who immediately hasted 


away with her guards, from the pa- 
lace to the temple, where she her- 
self was admitted by the priests; but 
the soldiers that followed her were 
kept out by the guards that were 
posted there by Jehoiada for that very 
. ĩ ͤ 557-5 1 5 
So soon as she saw the child upon 
the throne, with a royal crown upon 


his head, she rent her garments, and 


called out with a loud voice, treason ! 

aan! * 
Jehoiada, on the other side, com- 

manded the officer's to seize the wo- 


man, and carry her away to the brook 


of Kidron, and there put her to death, 
as the temple was not to be polluted 
with the blood of a sorceress. | 

Order was likewise given, that if 
any man should attempt a rescue, 


they should put him to death. Those 


who had the charge of this commis- 
sion, carried her out of the gate by 
the horse way, and there dispatched 


E 
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As Gon as this plot against Ath- 
liah had taken effect, Jehoiada called 
all the people and soldiers together 
into the temple, and administered to 
them an oath of allegience and fide- 
lity to the king, for the safety and 
defence of his person, and the ho- 
nour and preservation of his govern- 
ment. a 5 ke 
Alter this, the king himself took 
an oath of religious reverence to 
God, and for the observance of those 
laws that Moses received from hea- 
ven, and transmitted to the people. 
Ihe multitude thus wrought into 
a religious reverence and holy awe 
of the true God, and filled with just 
indignation at idolatry and its abet- 
tors, hastened in great numbers to 
the temple of Baal, that Athaliah, in 
concurrence with her husband Jeho- 
ram had erected, in order to ingra- 
tiate themselves with Ahab; and de- 
stroyed them after they had slain 
Mattan, an idolatrous priest. 
But for the preservation of the holy 
temple, that was committed to the 
charge of the priests and Levites, ac- 
cording to the institution of David; 
3 appointed two solemn sa- 


crifices to be offered up every day, | 


with incense, according to the direc» 
tion of the law, appointed porters 
also out of the number of the Le- 
vites, to prevent any pollutions fro 

being privately introduced: 
When all things were thus dis- 
posed, Jehoash was conducted out of 


the temple into the palace, by the 
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ple gave themselves up for some days 


— 


VE 


—_— 
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captains, the governors, and all the 


people, where being placed a second 


time upon the throne, and received 


with repeated acclamations, the peo- 


* 


| when he began his reign. 
ther's name was Zibiah of Beersheba. 
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to mirth and feasting, as there was 
not an individual, but rejoiced at the 
death of that wicked woman. 


Jehoash was seven years of age 
His mo- 


He was a strict observer of the laws 


is 


and religion of his country, so long 


as Jehoiada lived. 7 

When he arrived at years of ma- 
turity, he married two wives, with 
the approbation of the high 
had children by them of both sexes, 
and behaved in every respett becom- 
ing a Prince. TY 5 


JEHOASH SUCCEEDS TO THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF ISRAEL ON THE DEATH OF 


- _ JEHU, , HIS PIOUS CONDUCT DURING 
THE LIFE OF JEHOIADA. APOSTACY _. 


AFTER HIS DEATH. STONING ZA- 
CHARIAH THE PROPHET AT HIS IN- 


* STANCE. SIEGE OF JERUSALEM. IE. 


HOASH IS SLAIN. SUCCEEDED BY 
- JEHOAHAZ. | THE RUIN OF THE As- 
- SYRIANS FORETOLD. APOSTACY OF 
_ AMAZIAH AWFULLY PUNISHED. 


T pleased God in the course of 
his wise Providence to chastise 
the Isrelites; and Hazael the Syrian 
was made the awful instrument of 


divine vengeance. ' Accordingly he 
advanced into their territories, spoil- 


ing all before him, and lying waste 


a great tract of land on the eastward 


beyond Jordan, particularly in the 
tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Manasses, 


and so in Gilead and Bashan; not 


only burning and pillaging, but put- 
0 255 ing 


Priest, | 


* 


= 
| 


| 
| 
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ting man, woman, and child to the 


sword, wherever he came, without 
mercy; all thiswas done with little 


or no opposition from Jehu, _—_ | 


a man that spent his time ina stup1 
contempt of God's religion and holy 


ceeded by his son Jehoash. 
In the days of Jehoram 
liah, and of their sons, the temple 
was gone to ruin for want of repair, 
so that Jehoahaz the king of Jerusa- 


lem, sent for © Jehoiada the high- 
3 to give him orders about it. 
He was commanded to send priests 


and Levites into all quarters of his 
dominions, to charge every man at 
half a silver shekel a head, toward 
repairing the tempfle 
But notwithstanding this com- 
mand, there was nothing done to- 
ward it at present; for Jehoiada well 
knew, that the people would not at 
that time contribute towards such a 
design. But this king, in the three 
and twentieth year of his reign, 


finding so good and needful a work 


to be yuan forgotten and laid aside, 
he charged the high- priest and the 


Levites with the care of it once 
again; blaming them, in some de- 


gree, for their former negle& of 


Uuty. 
This 


brought abbut without any grievance 


to the people; and in the end he 
fixed upon this expedient. He 
caused a wooden chest to be provided, 
close wrought and locked, with a 


2 
8 N 
84 : * . -_ 
” * 


hd 


Having reigned seven and 
twenty years over Israel, he died and 
was buried at Samaria, being suc- 


and Atha- 


put Jehoiada upon thinking | 
himself how the business might be 


, 
j 


4 


: 
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slit through the cover of i 


i 1 
| 


— 


1 


re- 


ceive what pieces of money soever 
would be put into it. This was to 


be placed near the altar, and the peo- 


ple invited to shew their good will 


upon this occasion towards the work 
in hand, in proportion to the zeal 
they had to the true religion and 


God's immediate service. 


The multitude was so well pleased 
with the method, that they brought 
in gold and silver, as if emulous of 


exceeding each other in their dona- 
tions. The chest was every day 
opened, the money counted, and re- 


gistered by the clerk of the treasury, 


and then locked up again by the 

omg who had the keeping of the 
ey; and all this was done in the 

presence of the king. . 
When they had got treasure enough 


to begin, the king and the high - priest 


hired carpenters, masons, and other 
artificers; procured the largest and 
choicest timber that could be pro- 
vided, and went on with the repara- 
tions, employed the overplus, (which 
was very considerable) after the fi - 
nishing of that work, upon cups, cha- 
lices, goblets, and other vessels for 
holy uses, over and above the obla- 
tion of daily sacrifice. 
This regularity was exactly ob- 
served while Jehoiada lived; but in 
the hundred and thirtieth year of his 
age he died; a man of signal pony 
and justice, and so highly esteemed, 


as a friend to the house of David, 


that his body was deposited in the 
sepulchre of the kings. After his 
decease Jehoash fell off from his 


former zeal for religion, and the 
* 


| Book VI. 
f es the people quickly followed 

example, valuing themselves up- 
on the contempt of holy things. 


God sent prophets to expostulate and 
reason with them, and to convince 
them of their wickedness; but they 
were so hardened in their iniquity, 


that neither the example of their 


forefathers, and their families, that 

had been cut of and rooted out, for 
the same contempt, nor the threat- 
enings of the prophets could avail 
with them; but the king caused Za- 
chariah, the son of the high priest 


Jehoiada, to be stoned to death in the 


temple of God, without any regard to 
the merit and good counsels of his 
father. N . 


Thus did he treat the servant of 
the Lord for exhorting both king 


and people to repentance, and the 
administration of equal justice; with 
a premonition of the grie vous judg- 


ments that would befal them, if they 


persisted in their iniquity. Zacha- 


riah, with his last breath, appealed 


to God both as his judge, and as 
his witness, That the crime he died 
for was only the giving of good advice, 


and being the jon oy a father that 
7 


had deſerved fo well from the king ; 
and that the death he then ſuffered 
was but the reward of thoſe ſervi ces. 


After this the divine vengeance 


overtook the king himself; for Ha- 


Zael, the king of Syria, made an 


inroad into his country, plundered 
and destroyed Gath, and from thence 
marched to Jerusalem, where him- 
self had taken sanQuary. He was 
so affrighted at the approach of the 
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] Syrian army, that he compounded b 
{ for himself and the city, and deli- 


vered up all the treasure of the 


Upon this abominable apostacy, temple, as well as what was dedicated 


both of the king and his ministers, 


to God, as the gifts of particular 
kings, to purchase exemption from 
the danger that then threatened him, 
and security for the future. Hazael 
accepted the offer, being a prodigi- 
ous sum of money, and so raised the 
siege. . GR 
Jehoash, after this fell into a fit 
of sickness, and the friends of Zacha- 


. nah took their revenge upon him 
| by surprize, for the murder of the 
son of the high priest. He was bu- 


ried at Jerusalem at the age of forty- 


seven years; and though a man of 
| apparent piety, at his accession to 


the throne, yet he had fallen from 


the service of God into every kind of 


abomination, _ 5 
Amaziah succeeded Joash, his fa- 
ther, in the government of Judah, 


and in the three and twentieth year 


of Joash, Jehoahaz the son of Jehu 


entered upon the government of Is- 


rael in Samaria, and reigned seven- - 


teen years; not so much after the 
example of his father, as after that 
of the worst of his former predeces- 


sors, who lived in open defiance of 
God and goodness. 


The king of Syria, in the mean 
time had reduced his mighty army 
to the small number of ten thousand 
foot, and five hundred horse, over- 
running several of the cities, and kil- 
ling many of his people. This ca- 
lamity of the Israelites was foretold 
by Elisha in his prediction to Hazael, 
when he told him that he should kill 
his lord, and possess himself of the 
5 E govern- 


> 
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In this unhappy juncture, Jehoahaz 
had recourse to God by prayer and 
supplication, for deliverance from 
the power and oppression of Hazael. 
Upon his humiliation, that graci- 
ous God, who not only cherishes the 
innocent, but pardons the penitent, 
and chuses rather to correct and re- 
form the wicked, than destroy them, 
was prevailed upon to deliver him 
from the burden of a ruinous war, 
by a timely peace, and to restore his 
dominions to their former state of 
happiness and plenxx. 
Alter the death of Jehoahaz, Joash 
his son came to the government of 
Israel and Samaria, in the seven and 
.thirtieth year of the reign of Joash, 


king of ſerusalem being both of a 
name. He held the government 
Sixteen years, and reigned in the fear 
of God, and proved as pious and 
obedient to the divine command, as 


his father had been wicked and dis- 


/// 
The prophet Elisha was now far 
advanced in years; and being at this 
time upon his death bed, Joash made 
him a visit in his extremity, and out 
of tenderness to see the good man 
labouring in his agonies, burst out 
into tears; calling him the father, 
the defender and protector of his 
country; observing that while he li- 


ved, the people were secure against 


all their enemies, even without arms, 


through the benefit and blessing of 


his prayers; but that whenever he. 
was taken away, they should be left 


naked and defenceless, at the-mercy | 


* 


of the Syrians and other enemies; . 
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government of Syria and Damascus. 


and that therefore, for his o part, 
he had infinitely rather Jeave- the 
world with him, than stay in it 


without him. 


This compassionate softness wrought 


So far upon the prophet, that to com, 


fort the king, de called for a bow : 
| and arrow, laid his hand upon it, 
and bade him bend it and shoot. He 


shot thrice, and then gave over; then 
Elisha told him, that if he had let 


fly more shafts, he should have ruin- 


ed and destroyed the whole kingdom 


of the Syrians; but since he gave it 


off at a third shot, he must content 
himself with three several victories 
over them; wherein he should recover 


the countries they had taken from his 
„„ | ES 
king of Judah, this king and the | 


The king went away upon these 
words; and the prophet expired 
soon after. He was a man cele- 


W 


brated for his justice, and without 


all dispute highly in God's favour, 
as appears by the wonderful things 
he did, and the miracles that he 
wrought.. They gave him an hono- 


rable interment, ans werable to the 
merit of so great a saint. = 


1t happened, after this, that a ira 
veller was killed upon the way, by 
thieves, and the body thrown into 


the prophet's monument; which, 


upon the bare touch of Elisha, was 
immediately revived; $0, that both 
dead and living, this prophet wrought 


miracles. | | 


Hlazael was now. dead, and the 
kingdom of Syria devolved by here- 


ditary right to his son Ben-hadad, 
who was overthrown by Joash in 


three battles; and all that country 


recovered to the Israelites, which his 
father 


by 
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father had wrested from them, ac- 
cording to the prediction of Elisha. 


Upon the death of Joash, Jeroboam 


his son entered upon the govern- 
ment. e at * 


2 


Israel, "AmaZiah came to the go- 
vernment of the tribe of Judah, in 
the city of Jerusalem. His mother's 
name was Fehoaddan, a native of 
the place. | 
justice, even in his youth; and began 
his administration in revenging the 


death of his father upon those per- 
sons who had treacherously murdered 


him, under a cloak of friendship. 
He brought the assasins to publick 

justice, but spared their children, ac- 
cording to the laws prescribed by 
Moses, who deemed: it unreasonable 


to punish the children forthe iniquity | 


of the fathers, 


After this he levied an army of 


select men from among the tribes of 


Judah and Benjamin, and appointed 
proper officers over them. Besides 


this chosen body vhich consisted of 


three hundred thousand, he treated 
with the king of the Israelites for one 
hundred thousand auxiliaries, at the 
rate of an hundred talents of silver 
for their hire, paid down immediately, 
being fully determined to make war 
upon the Amalekites, the Edomites, 
and the Gabilites. As he was just 
upon the point of marching against 
them, a man of God advised him 
by all means to dismiss the Israe- 
lites; for they were a wicked genera- 


tion, and would certainly be destroy. 


ed, together with those that joined 
with them; adding moreover, that 


he had a sufficient force of his own, | 


he: eating year of Joash-king | 


He had a reverence for 
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with God's assistance, to overcome 
the enemy. 77 
The king having already parted 
with his money, was not a little 
troubled at the thoughts of losing 
both his pay and his men; yet up- 


5 
+ - Hy 


on the prophet's council to reign 


himself wholly to the will of God, 
under whose protection he should be 
sure to want nothing, he discharged 


his auxiliaries, observing, that he 


frankly bestowed that treasure upon 


them as a bounty, which they had re- 


ceived only as hire. BB” 
Immediately, upon parting with his 
mercenaries, he advanced with his 
own troops against the combined 


enemies, whom he overcame, cut 


off ten- thousand of them in one bat- 
tle, and carried away ten thousand 
more to the top of a great rock, 
that over-looks Arabia, where they 
were all thrown down the precipice 
and destroyed; Amaziah then return- 
ed home with great booty. But the 
Israclitish mercenaries were so incen- 
sed at being dismissed in so abrupt a 


manner, and without any just cause 


being assigned, that to revenge the 


contempt cast upon them, they made 


an inroad into the teritories of Ama- 


_ ziah; laying all waste as far as Beth- 


horan, putting thtee thousand people 
to the sword, and carrying away a 
great number of their (cattle. 

Amaziah was so elated by his late 
victory, that regardless of that God by 
whom alone kings reign, he degene- 


rated from his pure worship, into the 
abominable idolatryofthe Amalekites. 
The prophet, upon this, went to the 


king, and told him, that he could 
not but wonder at his confiding in 
ö — nose 1 


— — 


1 


those powers, that were so far from 
being able to protect their servants;, 


that they could not defend themselves, 
but were taken prisoners by the He- 
brews, and carried away like slaves 
to Jerusalem, with the rest of the 


a *- 


These words of the prophet highly : 


rovoked the king's wrath, insomuch 


that he forbad him, at his peril, to 
interfere any further in a business that 
did not concern him. The prophet's 


answer was, that for the future he 
would be quiet; but assured him 


 withal, that God would take severe 
vengeance on him for this wicked and 
 tdolatrous innovation of religion, 


which he had introduced. | 
But this infatuated prince was so 


transported with vanity and insolence 
upon his late success, that without 
any regard to the hand of Divine 


Providence, he wrote an imperious 


letter some time after to Joash, the 
king of the Israelites, commanding 


him and his people to pay the same 


_ allegiance to him, which they had 


formerly rendered to his ancestors, 
David and Solomon ; or, in case of 


a. 


4 


A 


ſent to the cyprus, ſaying, Give thy 
daughter to My Jon for wife; ꝛohere· 
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their refusal, to expect a decision of 
the cause by the sword; to which 
summons Joash returned this answer. 


KING JOASH,' TO KING AMAZIAH, | 


JT happened, once upon a time, be- 
L twixt a cyprus tree and a thiſtle, 
mon Mount Lebanon, that the thiſtle 


that your confie and prides, for 


upon. a wild beaſt went and trod down 


Mate uſe of this example for your 


„ inſtruction, and moderate your 
own ambition, without aſbiring to 
things out of your reach. Take, 


the overthrow of theF.domites, do not 


| betray you ſome time or other to the 


40% of your life and kingdom. 


This answer to Amaziah was but 
as oil to the flame, and made him 
ten times more furious and implaca- 
ble than before: God in his justice 
giving him up, as may be reasonably 
supposed, to such a violence of rage 
and passion, as would certainly ex- 
pose him to the stroke of divine jus- 
tice for his 1impiety. _ Bs 

In this enraged state of mind he 


| took the field, and both armies were 


drawn up in form of battle. But no 
Sooner were his men advanced within 
sight of the enemy, than they were 
instantly struck with such consterna- 
tion and terror, that they turned their 
backs without striking a blow, and 
flying several ways, left Amaziah 
prisoner in the hands of his enemy, 


who refused togive himquarters upon 


any other terms, than that the citi- 


ens of Jerusalem should set open the 


gates, and receive him and his victo- 
rious army into the town. | 

With these hard terms the present 
crisis obliged them to comply, having 
life or death immediately before them; 
so that Joash entered the town in his 
triumphal chariot, through a breach 
of three hundred cubits of the wall 
that he had caused to be broken 

T . down, 


— 
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down, with bis prisoner Amaziah (ji 


marching before him; and. this was 

the splendid manner in which He 

took possession of the place, ma ing 
himself master of the city, _ 

al izure of all the holy 

| we,” and of all the 

da 


ut” 


— 


old and silver hkew 
Pha in the palace, carrying the whole 
spoil away with him; and then dis- 
missing the king, he returned to 
Samaria, This calamity befel Jeru- 
salem in the fourte 
ziah's reign. ; 2 
Ihe people of Jerusalem, after this, 
entered into a coꝶgpiracy against him, 
so that he was forced to fly for safety 
to Lachish; but his flight availed not, 
for the assassins followed him thither, 
and murdered him upon the spot. 
His body was carried back to Je- 
rusalem, where it was buried in royal 
State. Such was the miserable end 


of the once victorious Amaziah, for 


the neglett of God's worship, and 
introducing innovations in his holy 
religion. 5 | 
He died in the one-and-fiftieth year 
of his age, and twenty-ninth of his 
reign, leaving his son Uzziah succes- 
sor to his government, 7 


0 


CHAP. 


ise that he could 


enth year of Ama- 


= 


It was foretold of him by Jonah the 
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JONAH PROPHESIES AGAINST NINE. 
VEH. UZZIAH BEGINS. HIS REIGN. 
- WELL, BUT DEGENERATES, AND. IS. 
PUNISHED. SEVERAL SUCCESSIVE 
' KINGS OBTAIN THE CROWN BY THE” 
HEINOUS CRIME OF MURDER. VIC- _ 
' TORIOUS CHARACTER OF JOTHAM, 
KING OF JUDAH. NAHUM FORETELS 
THE DESTRUCTION OF: NINEVEH, 
AND THE ASSYRIAN-. EMPIRE. +. JO- 
THAM DIES, AND IS SUCCEEDED, BY 
AHAZ, | AN © IDOLATROUS PRINCE, 
' -» WHOIS VANQUISHED ON HIS ACCES- 
| SION BY HIS ENEMIES, WITH GREAT 


SLAUGHTER, | 
has the fiſteenth year of the reign 
of Amaziah, Jehoram, the son of 
Jehoash, was made king over Israel, 
and kept his court at Samara, in the 
palace of his forefathers, for forty. 
years of his reign. 8 
He was a prince impious to the 
highest degree, wholly abandoned to 
idolatry; and so licentious, that he 
gratified his inordinate desire, in vi- 
| olation of all law, civil or religious; 
and the judgments which his profh- 
gate course of life brought upon the 
Israelites, were almost innumerable. 


— 
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prophet, that he should overcome the a 
Syrians, and enlarge his territories as 


|| far as the city Hamath on the tibrth, 


and the lake Asphaltites on the south, 


|| which were formerly the bounds of 


the Land of Canaan, according to the 

_ allotment of Joshua the general. 
Jehoram was so elevated upon this 
prediction, that he took away from 
5 F 1 the 


the Syrians all the tract of ground Þ 
1 2 oe Was, and what. might be hig 


before-mentioned, and annexed it to 


his own domibions and made good 


the prediction of the prophecy of Jo- 
nah; and the circumstances attending 
it, being so peculiar in their nature, 
and so demonstrative of the divine 


power, cannot with Jastice be omit- 


ted in this History, and is therefore | 
alight, thus cruelly to deliver up a 


ranger, who had put his very life 


related in the following plain man- 


1 
The. ard of the. Lord came Utd 


Fona/h, ſaying, Ariſe, and go to Nine- 
ven, and there = aloud to them, that 
that great kingdom is to be fuddenty 


222 ed ; but Jonah, to avoid the 


er of being author of ſuch tidings | 


| 225 them, thought it better to go out of | 
the way (as 5 he could hide himſel, 
from God) and therefore went on 
board a veſſel at Joppa, 
bound for Tarſhiſh in Ciliciac 
"Whale 22 were upon the way, there | 


that. WAS 


— a violent tempeſt, that put the 


H 2 er and 6 ph ok and the pilot 


3 5 into the greateſt apprehenſion 


anger. But it was obſerved, that 


265 le the crew were at therr prayers, 


and labouring to keep the ſhip above 
water, Jona was the only man that. 
did not exert himſelf, but lay flat upon, 
us face n the hold, with Ins head | 


covered. 
The wind 404 the Fam inercafng 


the company were induced to think, 
77 thrs calamity had befallen them 
For it wickedneſsof ſome of the 25 — 5 
_ that they had on board; and there 

agreed among themſelves to put it to 


the lot, in order to diſcover the man. 


They did Jo, and the lot fel 197 the | 


7 8 


Poet.” 
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| PF raph 
raiſe. the omg and 
way left to ſave rimemyel 


; neceſſity of the cafq 


fon 
nie 


uſhed this prophetical 5 8 he 
- departed, 


46 


This put the crew en enquiring 


59 He told them that he was 
Waclite, and a, prophet of God ; _ 
Thgt he Was the Man that bad 


veſſel, but by caſting ere over 2 28 . 
It firſt appeared to them in ſo odious 


into thetr hands, to certain and ine- 
vitable dęſtruction, that they aurfi not 
reſolve up upon it. 

But, : laſt, pa paris by the 8 


uon the very point of finking ) 15 
by the authority of the prophet, and 


| | partly by their own fear, they were 
Hhrevailed upon, and threw Mw into 
; the jea; at which inſtant the An 


| * 7 


The Sacred Hiftory ſays, that he 


was taken up by a whale, and after 
three days, caſt uþ again, alive and 
: unhurt, upon the ſhore; from whence, 
after. pardon, 75600 rom Almighty 
God for has diſobedience, he went di. 
| reftly to Nineveh, according to his 


commiſſion ; where, when he arrived, 
getting upon an emmence, that he 
| maghdggpe more generally heard, he 

that the fire of Afea was 
at an end. And having pub- 


But to return to Jeh61 ram. After 


a a prosperous reign of forty years, he 
was buried at Samaria; Zachariah 
his son succeeded him, as 9 suc- 


ceeded Amaziah in the fourteenth 
year of Jehoram, to the W | 
| | of 


8 A 
4 
* 

* 


or the ſhip was 
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tive of jerusalem. ad 
He was a man of great colftesy 
justice; brave, prozident, and 
Cana took Gath and Jab- 

neh from them by assault, and demo- 
lishing their walls. He made another 

expedition also against the Arabians, 


who bordered upon Egypt, and built 


a town near the Red Sea, which he 
guarded by a strong garrison. After 
this he subdued the Ammonites, and 


frontiers of Egypt. | 
Fe then applied himself to the re- 
pairing of the walls of the city, and 
whether they were decayed by age 
or the neglect of former governors, 
he rebuilt them, and repaired that 


breach also, which the king of the 


Israelites had made, when Amaziah 
was his prisoner, at his triumphant 
entrance into tlie citi x. 

He eretted alsq several towers of 
one hundred and fifty 
height, and built castles and strong 
forts for the security of the open 
country, beside many aquequcts, cis- 


terns, and basamgs, for the f of 
His herds and cattle, whereof th . 
be 


ber was incredible, the country g 

naturally suited for pasture. 

He was himgself a great lover of 
tillage, planting, gardening, nurse- 


ries, and alÞsorts of husbandry. 


As to military affairs, he had an 


army of three hundred- and seventy 


*. 323 - IJ : . 
thousand select men, under the com- 
wand of two thousand brave experi- 


iced officers, all well armed, with 


: 
1 8 
7 | 5 
* * I 1 ; 


war upon the 


quid them undegg contribution; redu- 
eing the whole Muntry as far as the 


cubits in | 


| of the two tribes at jerusalem. His Þ words, bucklers, brazen corselets, 
mother's name was Jſecholiah, a1 = 


6 * 


* 


ercise of arms, after: the most ac- 


attention from blessings everlasting, 
Almighty; insomuch that he devi- 


ated from his integrity; after the 
example of his father, from a Weak- 


and went into the holy temple to 


golden altar; but Azariah the high- 


ties any longer. 


temple, to the king, exclaiming 


belonging peeuliarly to the priests of 


the race of Aaron, exclusive of all 


the peril of their lives; which me- 
nace was followed with a terrible 


there passed a 


56e 


bows, slings, and trained to the ex- 


curate method of martial discipline 
as Udet in that age 
He had several machines and en- 
gines also for battery, and casting of 
stones and darts, beside grappling- 
hooks, and other instruments of war. 
But his mind was so elated with 
the vanity of these preparations and 
designs, that his ambition for a tran- 
sitory and earthly glory ec 5 


— 


and the worship and service of the 


ness of mind, that was not able to 
bear up against the tide of prosperity 
and success. Fa ENF 
The king, upon a solemn festival, 
dressed himself in a sacerdotal habit, 


* * 


offer up incense to the Lord upon the 
priest, with a train of fourscore 
priests with him, rushed into the 


against the wickedness of his usurpa- 
tion, in breaking in upon an office 


others; so that Azariah bade him im- 
mediately to depart, and not provoke 
the wrath of God by those indigni- 


The king bade them depart, upon 


earthquake, and the roof of the 
tempte opening with the 


beam FI — 


„through 


— — 


* 
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through the cleft, that struck direct 


3 


ly upon the face of this sacrilegious 


prince, who in that very moment | | 


became a leper. - 


When the priest found the king 


was leprous, and that the Lord ha 


smitten him, they admonished him to 
depart the city, as an unclean per- 


son, and not fit for common society. 


Ihe shame of lying under such a 
ealamity, had DE this time in some 


measure humble 


5 


his pride; so that 
mitted and obeyed; and when 


is son 
taking upon him the administration 
oß the government, his grief brought 
him at last to his grave, in the sixty- 
eighth year of his age, and in the 
fifty- second of his reign. According 
to the notions concerning lepers in 
that age, his body was buried in his 
. „„ 


* 


Zachariah, the king of the Israel- 


ites, and the son of Jeroboam, in the 
seventh month of his reign, was 


murdered by the treachery of one of 
his own domestics, named Shallum, 
the son of 
slaughter of Zachariah, took posses- 
sion of the government. It was ill 


. got, and he lost it as ill, on the thir- 4 
tieth day afterseizing it. 


Menahem had at that time the com- 


mand of an army that was at Tirzah, 3 
and reigned twenty years : leaving it 


and upon the news of what had be- 


fallen Zachariah, he marched. with 
his troops to Samaria, where he 
fought and overthrew Shallum, put 
him to the sword, and afterward, by 
his own authority, took, all the en- 


: N of royalty. to himself, and ex- 
er | Is 


* 


1 lived for some time ee | 
life out of the city, Jotham 


abeſh ; who, upon the 


ed sobereign power. With this 
„ - 5 "2 


\ : * 
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he laid Wage the wh 
in the end” 0 he't wa 
| put all to the SWORN 


* 
Ne was threaten, after this, wi 
an invasion by Pul, the king of Assy, 


thousand talents of silver, w 
raised upon the people at fifty shekels 
a head. 7 EE Thins 


ing the land of Gilead, and the cout 


W@yicorious army he marched. to Tir. 
but the citizens shut their gates 


bim, and refusing to admit him, 
$ 80 incensed against them, that 
le country, 


TY 


O 


to age, sex, or condition; for he ex- 
ercised that merciless rigor upon his 
own countrymen, that would have 


been unpardonable, even towards the 
worst barbarians ; indeed his govern- 


ment was a constant scene of horror 
and confusion for the whole ten years 
of his reign over Israel- 


£& i, þ; 


2 


ria; but not daring to hazard an en- 
gagement, he came to a timely agree- 
ment with him, een for a 

ich he 


He died soon after, and was buried 


son, to succeed him. This prince 
inherited the inhumanity and ill-na- 


ture of his father, as well as the go- 
vernment; but his time was short, 
for after two. years reign, he was cut 
to pieces, together with several of 
his 4a . at a public feast, by the 
nous practice Gf Petal, the son 
emaliah, one of his tribunes ; 
who seized upon the government, 


a matter of doubt, Wether he was 
more remarkable for his impiety to 
God, or his injustice towards men? 
In the days of Pekah, Tiglath- 
Pileser, king of the Assy rians, invad- 
ed the Israelites; and after subdu-,.. 


. 


[ 
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try beyond Jordan, together with 
that part of Galilee that lies next it, 


as also all the land of Naphtali, he 


took the inhabitants prisoners, and 
carried them away into 
Jotham, the son of Uzziah, reigned 
in Jerusalem over the tribe of Judah, 
his mother was a native of that city, 


and her name was Jerusha; a prince | - 


famous for all excellent qualities and 
virtues ; exemplary for his reverence 
to God, for his justice to men, and 


for the care he took of the common- | 


wealth ; making it his business to kee 


all things in order, and to rettify | 


what he found amiss. He repaired 
the porches and galleries in the tem- 
ple; made good the city walls, where 


and strong towers; brought the Am- 
monites under the contribution of a 
hundred talents a year, ten thousand 
measures of wheat, and as many of 
barley, advancing the kingdom also 
to such a state, that the people were 
both happy at home, and formidable 


abroad. * 


In the reign of this prince, there 


appeared a Prophet, whose name 
was Nahum ; and he foretold the de- 
struction of Nineveh, and the sub- 
version of the Assyrian empire, in 
the following manner: The condilion 
, Nineveh, hall be like that of a 
Fist pool, in a violent agitation of the 
waters before a great wind. The 
people ſhall fly away before the ſtorm, 
ꝛn trouble und confuſion ; calling out 
one to another, ſtay and take your gold 
and your filver with you, and no God 


his own bun- 
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they were falling to ruin; erected large 
d | forty-first year, and the sixteenth of 
his reign ; and Ahaz in the course of 
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They ſhall have deſperate factions 
and diviſions among themſelves ; weep- 


ing and wailing, with the knocking of 


" their knees, and death in their faces. 
What will become of the habitation 


of the lions and the dams of the on's 


oel 4 os 155 
Nineveh, ſays the Lord, I will 
Nile thee out from off the face of the 
\ earth. mers jt an end to the outrages 
| of the wild 


ento the world. 


beaſts, that thou haſt ſent 

This is the sum and substance of 
the prophet's prediction concerning 
Nineveh, which were punctually ful- 
filled at the expiration of about an 


hundred and fifteen years. . 


Jotham departed this life in the 


hereditary right succeeded him. 
He was the most impious prince 
that ever sat upon the throne, both 


for his deviation from the laws of 


his country, and his idolatry, in imi- 


tation of the kings of Israel. 


He built altars in Jerusalem; sa- 


erificed to idols upon them, and his 


own son among the rest for a burnt- 


offering, after the manner of the Ca- 
| naanites, and committed many offen- 
ces as enormous as these. 
While Ahaz persisted in these 
of . 
Damascus, and Pekah the king of the 


wicked courses; Rezin the king 


Israelites, being joined in a league; 
marched together, with their united 
forces, and invested the famous city 


of Jerusalem. But the place was 80 


8 4s : . : f LE 389 | 
mch dearer to them than their Trea- 
ſure. PENS 


Hall mind it, for therr lives ſhall be | 5 | 


5 well 
” 4 win Y 855 : > 
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In the mean time, while the king 
of Syria possessed himself of the cit 

of Elath by the Red Sea, he put all 
the inhabitants to the sword, and in- 
troduced a colony of Syrians into their 
places. „ 
He possessed himself after this of 
several castles and stron 
terrible execution upon the Jews, and 
so, with a prodigious booty, march- 
ed his army back again to Damas- 
cus. 
When the king of Jerusalem came 
to understand that the Syrians were 


departed, he thought himself able to 


cope with the king of Israel, and drew 
out an army against him; but his 
wickedness was so great, that God in 
Just indignation gave the victory to 
his enemy, with the loss of an hun- 
dred 1 twenty thousand of his 
men. „ 

In the same battle, Zichri, the ge- 
neral of the Israelites, killed Maaseiah, 
the son of Ahaz, in a single Encoun- 
ter, and slew also Azrikam the cap- 


tain of the guards; taking Alkanab, 


the general of the ſewish troops, pri- 


Soner; beside an infinite number of 


captives of the Benjamites, whom 
they carried away together with the 
spoil to Samaria. 

There was at that time a prophet 
in Samaria, whose name was Oded, 
who went out of the town to meet the 
army in their return, crying out to 
them with aloud voice, that they were 
not to look upon this victory as 
gained by their own virtue and valour, 
but as a judgment from heaven wn 
king Ahaz. 


holds; did 


rest. 


The prophet there ore 7 
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well fortified ; that they were forced to 


told them, they were to blame not to 
rest satisfied with the success of their 
undertaking, without making slaves 
of their kindred and relations of the 
two tribes; advising them by all 


means to set them at liberty, and send 


them home again, without offering 


any indignity to their persons, upon 


the peril of falling under God's dis- 
pleasure. 

The Israelites upon this occasion 
called a counsil to deliberate on the 
best measures that could be pursued, 
in consequence of the prophet's 
warning, when Berechiah, a man of 


great authority in the assembly, with 


three more, declared themselves ut- 
terly against the bringing any of the 


prisoners into the town, for fear God's 


vengeance should fall upon all the 
Adding moreover, that they 
already had many heinous transgres- 
sions alledged against them. and 
therefore needed not to aggravate the 


charge. 


The caldiers were 50 far wrought 


upon. by this consideration, that they 


gave their prisoners liberty to go whi- 
ther they would, and take what they 
would with them; whereupon four 


— 


ee were appointed to set them 


free, take care of their persons, fur- 
nish them with provisions for their 
journey, and bear them company be- 


yond Jericho, When they had brought 
them on their way within a little of 
Jerusalem, they returned to Samaria. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V.. 


CRUELTY AND IMPIETY OF AHAZ, WHO 
 DIES;, AND IS SUCCEEDED BY HIS 
SON HEZEKIAH. RESTORATION OF 
"THE TRUE WORSHIP, AND DEFEAT 
OF THE PHILISTINES. SAMARIA TA- 

KEN BY ASSAULT. IDOLATRY PU- 


NISHED BY A DREADFUL PESTI- . 


LENCE. A NEW COLONY 41S PLANTED 
IN SAMARIA. ITE 


THE fatal overthrow Ahaz sus- 
1 tained from the Israelites, ob- 
liged him to call in the aid of foreign 
owers. Accordingly he sent an em- 
assy to Trglath-Puleſer, the king of 
the Assyrians, with promises of great 
sums of money, and magnificent pre- 
sents, desiring succours from him 
against the Israelites, and those of 
Syria and Damascus. : 


This prince no sooner heard the 


desire and proposal of Ahaz, than 
he marched directly to his aid, laying 
the country of Syria waste, taking 
Damascus by assault, and putting 
king Rezin to the sword. 22 
The people of Damascus he trans- 
planted to the Upper Media, and sup- 
plied their places at Damascus, with 
colonies of his own people. He then 


de populated great part of the land of 


Israel, carrying away vast numbers of 
them prisoners. | 8 
Having thus harrassed the Syrians, 
Ahaz took all the gold and silver out 
of the king's treasury, and that like: 
wise out of the temple, with all the 
rich donations, and carried the whole 


along with them to Damascus ; which 
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according to his agreement, he deli- 


he 
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vered up to the king of Syria, with 
acknowledgments for the favour of 
his relief, and then returned to Jeru- 


Salem. l 
Now this king had so little sense, 


either of honour or reason, that the 
mortal enmity between him and the 


Syrians, did not hinder him from wor- 
shipping their gods, and joining in 
their ceremonies; vainly persuading 
himself, from his blind zeal in idola- 
trous worship, that they would be 
propitious to his arms; and then, 
when he was overcome, on the other 
hand, his business was to make friends 


of the gods of the Assyrians. Indeed 


he was prone to fall into every odol- 
atrous abomination by the neglect of 
the worship of the true God, and in 
opposition to the profession and prac- 
tice of his ancestors. 255 | 
This apostacydrew down the wrath 
and vengeance of God upon him. 
W the contempt and aversion that 
ad for the honour and service of 
God, was so extravagant, that after 
he had rifled the temple, he com- 
manded the very doors to be kept 
Shut, out of enmity to God and good- 
ness, and to prevent the celebrating 
of any act of religious worship in that 
c 7 ETD | 
But at last, after a constant course 
of impiety he departed this life at 
thirty-six years of age, and in the 
Sixteenth of his reign, leaving his son 


Hezekiah his successor to the govern- 


ment. About this time Pekah king 
of Israel lost both his government 
and his life by the treachery of a 
court confident, called Hoſhea, who 


enjoyed the fruit of his violence and 


USUr- 
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usurpation, for the space of nine 


years. 8 
He was one of the worst of men, 
that in his life and conversation 


shewed not the least thought or be- 


lief, of a God. Shalmaneſer, the 
king of the Assyrians, led an army 
against him, and being cast off b 


God, whom he himself had rejected 
and despised, he was easily overcome, 
and forced to submit to the terms of 


a tributary. | ON. 

I.nn the third year of Hoshea's reign, 
Hezekiah succeeded 

lem. | 


He was a person endowed with an 


excellent understanding, and a lover 
and practiser of piety and justice. 
The first thing he did upon his com- 
ing to the throne, was to provide for 


the comfort of his people, in intro-, | 
ducing the religion of the only true 
superstitions, and return to the exer- 


_ God; to this end, he immediately 
summoned a meeting of the Priests 
and Levites, and addressed them to 


this effect: I need not remind you of | 


te many and great calamities that 


have befallen you for the iniguities of 


my father, in not rendering to God 


the. honour due to him, and for the 


madne /s of your being hrevailed upon 
PRE divine adoration. to his idols; 
whe 


refore being now taught by woful 


experience, how. dangerous a thing it 


25 to: prevaricate with the. Almig „ 
| | message, they were so far from giv- 
Ms ing any heed to it, that they held the 
5 Puri and purge yourſelves, together .| messengers in derision, and treated 
the Praeefts. and Levites, from all 
Your former pollutions; and after that 


it is my advice, that all paſt, miſcar- 
riages may be forgotten, and that you 


wat 


Preparation, that 'you,' ſet oben the 
doors of. that holy place and when 
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king of Jerusa- | . 
| __ | messengers throughout all his domi- 
' nions to summon the people up to Je- 
| rusalem to the feast of unleavened 
| bread; which had been then-a long 


n 


all have reſtored it to its origi- 


"form, we may then 


A. 


nal purity, by con ſecrations, expia- 
tory luſtrations, and ſacriſices in 
romiſe ourſelves 
that God will pardon our impieties, 


| and proſper us in all our undertak- 
47+ come | 


The priests were 80 encouraged by 
this advice of the king, that they pre- 
sently opened the temple, cleared it 


of all impurities, made ready their 


holy vessels, and laid their sacrifices 

upon the altar, according to the Jew- 

ish manner. „ 
The king, in the mean time, sent 


time intermitted, through the im pious 
neglect of former kings; exhorting 
and inviting the Israelites also to for- 
sake the practice of their idolatrous 


cise of their holy religion, and to the 


- worship of the true God; promising 


them that they should have liberty 
to come and go, and celebrate this 


festival in common with his on peo- 


A . 
The king observed, that it was not 


for his own sake, but for theirs, that 
he gave them this invitation; and that 


they themselves should reap the bene- 


fit if they followed his counsels. 


But when the Israelites heard the 


the . 0 contemptibly, for the 
good o 


ce of advising them to return 


to their duty, and foretelling them 


the miseries that should befal them, 


Thus 


without a timely repentance. 
e : | they 


— 
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now coming on, and in the time of 


they proceeded from one wickedness 
to another, till God in his wrath a- 
venged himself upon them for their 
impiety, by delivering them up into 
the hands of their enemies. But there 
were great numbers yet of the tribes 
of Manasseh, Zebulon, and Issachar, 
vhose hearts were touched with this 
advice of the prophet's, and who 
went up to Hezekiah at Jerusalem, to 
. T OD TIIPTD SD 
When the multitude was assembled 
there, the king went up. to the tem- 
ple, together with the princes and 
the people, where he sacrificed for 
himself seven bulls, seven rams, and 
as many goats; and when he had first 
laid his hands upon the heads of the 
victims, both the king and the princes 
left the execution to the priests, who 
cut the throats. of the sacrifices, and 
burnt them whole, the Levites stand- 
ing in a ring about them, singing 
hymns, and accompanying their 
voices with musical instruments, as 
David had prescnbed them of old, 
the rest of the priests joining in the 
costa inn att. 04 
When this was over, the king and 
the people cast themselves prostrate, 
and worshipped the Lord. 4 
Hezekiah sacrificed after this se- 
venty bullocks, a hundred rams, and 
two hundred lambs; bestowing also 
six hundred bullocks, and three thou- 
sand other cattle, as a bounty for the 
entertainment of the people; and 
when the priests had performed their 
office, according to the customar 
method, the king himself feasted wah 
the people, and joined with them in 
Praises and thanksgivings. . 


ig 


* 


5 The feast of unleavened bread was 


their preparations for the feast of the 
Passover, they offered up a course of 
other sacrifices, for seven days suc- 
cessively, and the king bestowed upon 


the people, out of his own bounty, 


two thousand bulls, and seven thou- 
sand of other cattle, over and above 


their own number. The princes like- 


wise, after Hezekiah's example, su- 


per-added a thousand bulls, and a 
thousand and forty other beasts; inso- 


much, that from the days of Solomon 


down to that time, there was never 


such a solemnity known to be so 
splendidly celebrated. : 


As soon as this festival was over, 


they made it their next work to purge 
the whole country, having first pu- 


rified Jerusalem itself from the abo- 


mination of their idols. 


The king then appointed daily sa- | 
crifices, according to the law, to be. 


supplied out of his own. stores, and 
commanded the people to present the 


| Priests and Levites with their tenths 
and first-fruits that they might not be 
taken off by any common business 
from their attendance upon the al- 


tar. 


By this means they were abund- 
antly furnished with all sorts of fruits 


and provisions. The king also or- 
dered the huilding of granaries and 


store- houses, for the common use 
and service of themselves, their wives, 
and children, to be distributed in 
proportion to their shares; so that 
by these degrees, the ancient desci- 
pline came in some measure to be re- 
stare!dfkd as” we | 7 | 
Having thus revived the worship of 
God, and extirpated idolatry through- 


5 H 115 out 


r : 


77 ent 
out his dominions, | the king made 1 of Persia, to re- people the land df 
war uponthe Philistines, and over-ran | the Israclites, and plant them in Sa- 
their country, subduing all their ci- | maria. „ i 


mediately marched with his army 
against Samaria. 
In the third year of the siege, and 
jn the ninth of the reign of that king, 


of the Assyrians. 


Shalmaneser king of Assyria, that the 
king of Israel was entered into a se- | prophets, though they foretold them 
eret treaty with So, king of Egypt, to 
join in an alliance with him, the As- 


of the Tyrians; for in the reign of Elalzus, as Meander 


* 
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ties, from Gath to Gaza, which he | This transportation of the ten 
added to his territoris. l | tribes from the place of their abode, 
When the king of Assyria sent a | fell out nine hundred and forty-seven 


message to him to demand the tribute | years, from the coming of their fore- 
from him, which was formerly paid | fathers out of the land of Egypt, to 
by his father, with a menace; in case | their taking possession of the land 
of refusal, to take his country from | before, by force of arms; eight hun- 


bim; Hezekiah, depending upon the | dred years from the days of Joshua, 
goodness of God, the consciousness | and two hundred and forty years, se- 
of his integrity, and the veracity of | ven months, and seven days, after 
the prophet Isaiah, from whom he | the revolt from Rehoboam, the grand- 
was sure to be forewarnedof the event | son of David; to Jeroboam. _ 
of things, gave no heed to themenaces | Such was the miserable end of that 

33 stiff necked people, who would nei- 
Upon intelligence being given to | their be subject to laws, nor hearken 
to the voice and precautions of their 


that their certain destruction was at 
hand, un less they departed from their 

These calamities arose from that 
seditious revolt from Rehoboam, in 
advancing a servant over the head of 
his master; who, in contempt of 


he took it by assault, in the seventh | God, and his holy laws, drew the In- 


Syrian, in a furious indignation, im- 


year of the reign of Hezekiah, king | dignation of heaven upon the —_ 


of Jerusalem. © l by drawing them to the practice of 
The loss of this place was the final | the same abominations, by his exam- 


ruin of the kingdom of Israel; the | ple; but he escaped not the just judg- 


- 


people were all transplanted into Me- | ment of God. | 
dia and Persia, and Hoshea, the king | 


The king of Assyria carried all 
taken with them alive; while the king | before him, and extended his victo- 


olf Assyria brought others from thence | rious arms throughout Syria and 


in exchange, as far as Cutha, a river | Phoemcn *, 3 


There is mention made of his name in the History 'bius) he made war upon Tyre. . words are to this 


, 


haus it in his Annals, (chat were translated out of the Ty- P 43 5 1 Pi TAE: ee 4 
Bldg ana a. afar va ; raſbe 0 "Wy Tous = 5 | © rovole of the Gittans, he ent a feet thither, that re. 


| duced 


- 


| Book VI. 


The new-comers in Samaria were 


called Cuthites, from a country of 


Persia of that name, and from the 
river Gutha, from whence they Had 
their original. 
tions of them, and they brought many 
of their own country gods with them, 
highly provoking the true and great 
God against them, for the worship 
they paid to the idols; so that they 
were visited with so dreadful a plague, 
that the place was almost depopu- 
A ee 

Having used divers means to avert 
this dreadful judgment, they were at 
length advised by the oracle to have 
rxecourse to the worship of the great 


God, as the only means of finding | 
$ 2 ; 


relief for their calamity. | 

The people immediately upon this 
sent for commissioners to attend the 
king of Assyria with a petition, that 
he would be pleased tosend them some 
of the priests that were carried away 
captives with the Israelites. 
This being granted as they desired, 
they had the law of Moses read, with 
an explication upon the practice, 


and the reason of their religion and 


3 — 
n 


— 


duced-them to his obedience ; and the king of the Ass 
rians sent out an army also against him, and invaded 0 
Whole country of Phænicia; till upon the conclusion of a 
peace, he marched with his troops back again. 8 
Some short time after this exploit, the cities of Sy- 
don, Arce, Palz-Tyrus, and several other towns, went 
over from the Tyrians, to the Assyrian king; who taking 
it 50 heniously to see the Tyrians the only people that dis- 
ous his authority and power, he dispatched a navy against 
hem of sixty sail, and eight hundred rowers, under the 
conduct of the Phænicians, which the Tyrians encoun- 
tered, with only twelve vessels; broke the whole body, 
and took five hundred of the rowers prisoners. | 
“The success of this encounter gave them a wonderful 
reputation for their skill and ability In naval affair. 


bb The king of Asyria, upon this affront, returns, 


There were five na- | 


or THE HOLY BIBLE. 


A 
4 
: 


| blood, they cried, and of the linea 
they happened to fall under any affliction, or adversity, 
alas, said they, we have nothing to do with them, — 
are strangers to us; we came a great way off, ä 


effect upon them, 
themselves wholly up to the study and 


1 


pestilence ceased *. ee 


— Aa — ä 
» 


| disciplined army. 
and sets guards along the river, and upon 


| name of Cuthites, among the Hebrews ; but 
called them Samaritans. | 


85 
So wonderful an 


discipline, which had 
that they gave 


exercise of it; and soon after this the 
: f ES | 


? 


' SENACHERIB, KING OF ASSYRIA 


MAKES WAR UPON HEZEKIAH; RE. 
CEIVES CONDITIONS FROM HIM TO 


WITHDRAW HIS ARMY. BREAKS HIS 


ARTICLES. HEZEKIAH'IS DISTRESSED. 


| APPLIES T0 THB PROPHET ISAIAH, 
| . WHO PROMISES HIM RELIEF., BLAS- 


' PHEMY. OF SENNACHERIB. PRAYER, 
OF. HEZEKIAH. _ HE RECEIVES. A 
MESSAGE OF HIS DEATH, OBTAINS 
A REPRIEVE BY A SIGNAL FROM 
HEAVEN, AND , AFTERWARDS PAYS 


* 


JJ OF NATURE. © > 


| 5 the fourteenth year of Hezeki- 


ah, king of the two tribes, Senna- 


cherib, the king of Assyria, marched 


against him, with a powerful and well- 


Having taken all the cities of Ju- 


dah and Benjamin by assault, he was 


al ping and 


eh to keep the Tyrians from water. e Tyrians 


laboured under this distress for five years, when they were 
| forced to relieve themselves from pits of their on dig- 
7 ging.” : 


* The people of that country retained ang. bw. be 


They were partly Jews, and partly Heathens, no way ; 


fixed in their opinions and inclinations, accommodating 
themselves to the preſent time and occasion. | 


So long as the Jews were prosperous, we are all of a 
of Joseph; but if 


r 


now 


_— 
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himself out; and therefore sent three 
of his particular friends to supply his 
place; Eliakim, his deputy governor ; | 


* 4 
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now ready to advance toward Jeru- | this message: That the great king 


Salem, when an embassy came to ] Sennach | 
confidence he valued himself upon, 
that he should dare. to make any great 


him with an offer of submission and 
J 7 N 


Sennacherib gave the embassadors 
audience, resolved immediately to 


desist from the war, and to comply 
with theking's terms, promising upon 


oHath, that upon the receipt of three 
hundred talents of silver, and thirty 


of gold, he would depart with his 
army, without attempting any act of 
hostility. C. 
Hezekiah upon this assurance, 


emptied all his treasuries, and sent 


him the money, in confidence of the 
. enemy's departure, according to his 
oath, and that he might reign after- 
wards without any difficulty or dan- 


ger. 


- 


> 99 and Joah, keeper of the re- 


The Assyrian took the money, but 
broke his word; for he marched 
bimself with his troops against the 
Egyptians and Ethiopians, and left 


KRahbshakeh lieutenant-general, with 


Tartan, and Rabsarts, to carry on the 
war against Jerusalem. 1 


Upon the drawing up of the army, 
they pitched their camp within sight 
of the walls of the town ; and by a 
messenger, Summoned Hezekiah out 


4 * 


to a parley, 


Hezekiah was not willing to trust 


_ Upon their coming out of the 
town, and representing themselves be- 


85 fore the officers of the Assyrian ar- 


my, Rabshakeh, with an imperious 


tone, bade them carry their master 


A 


Sennacherib would fain know what 


: 
| difficulty of owning that great king 
for his master, and refuse entrance to 
his- army into the city? Does he flat- 
ter himself with hope of relief from 
Egypt, as if they were in a condition 
to cope with the army of my master? 
It is the height of frenzy to imagine 


* 9 — 


it, and thereby trust for success to that 
| which will prove inevitably his very 
% ᷣüGß of Eur 
Vou should inform your master 
that this expedition is not attempted 
without God's holy will and directi- 
on, who will as certainly give the kin 
of Assy ria victory over Hezekiah, and 
his subjects, as he hath given him vic- 
tory over the Isras lite. 
KRabshakeh delivered himself in 
| Hebrew, being a language he was 
versed in; but Eliakim the 
effect such a discourse in a known 
tongue might have upon the multi- 
tude, desired him rather to speak Sy- 
riac. Rabshakeh understanding the 
cause of Eliakim's fear, raised his 
voice, and continued his discourse in 
Hebrew to this purpose: 5 


8 


99 


Let your people hear, and under- 


stand the commands of my master; 
for it concerns them so to do, and to 
render themselves subser vient. 


- yourselves and of your king, to se- 


| | duce your people with vainand empty 


hopes of defending themselves by 

force; but if you have courage to put 
it to a hazard, or any sort of pretence 
to beat off this army from your walls, 
I am ready to furnish you with two 
1 „„ thou- 


ure 


lt is the business, I know, both f 


3 N n - * WEE N 
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sand horse, if you will undertake to 


_ findmiders; {7 tes 


* But, alas! you have no riders | 


wherewithal to try*the experiment. 
If it be so, why are you then so long 
deliberating upon a thing you will be 
compelled to do in the coftelugion, 
especially in a case where you are 
safe, if you do it willingly; and run 
the most eminent hazard in, if you 
stay till compelled; as the weaker 
must of necessity yield at last to the 
stronger.“ e 
This was spoke in the hearing, as 
well of the people as of the deputies; 
and no sooner brought to the king's 
ear, than he divested himself of his 
royal robes, and put on sack- cloth, 
after the custom of the country, in 
token of his humiliation, castin 
himself prostrate upon the aan 


and imploring the aid and favour of | 


Almighty God, being persuaded that 
he could derive relief from no other 
source, than the divine protection. 


He sent like wise some of his parti- 
cular friends, together with others of 


the priesthood, to the prophet Isaiah, 


7 


that he would intercede with the 


Lord, by prayers and sacrifices for 
the common safety, and for the in- 
terposition of Providence in behalf of 
his people. 

The prophet complied with the 
king's request, and succeeded so far in 
his mediation, that he was authorised 


* Heredotus calls this war of Sennacherib against the 
king of Egypt, a war against the priest of Vatcan, as 
being both a king, and a priest of that false god. And 
a35igns as the cause of Sennacherib's raising the siege of 
Pelusum, that the king of Egypt, upon this occasion, 
called to his god for help; which being granted him, was 


| fatal to the Arabian, by a mistake, writing Arabian for 
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by a divine revelation to bid the king 


and his friends to be of good cou- 


rage; for the enemy should be over- 
come without a battle, and abandon 
his design with loss and disgrace; 
that his pride should be humbled, 
and that the hand of the Almighty 


should be upon him, to his ruin; 


carry in his Egyptian expedition, 
and upon that disappointment return 
home where he should fall by the 
sword. | | 654 

Immediately after these encourag- 
ng declarations of the 
| zekiah received letters from the king 
of Assyria, with insolent expostula- 
tions on his folly, and presumption, 


of a prince who had already subjec- 
ted so many warlike nations to his 
obedience, concluding with a me- 
nace, of putting man, woman, and 
child to the sword, if they did not, 
without delay, set open their city 


army“. 


the divine word, and the power of 
an Almighty Arm, paid no regard to 
the threats of the enemy; but betook 
himself to prayer, and supplication 
for the protection of the city till the 
Prophet Isaiah returned with this an- 


* 1 


Assyrian; and hs that in one night there came such 
troops of rats into the camp of the Assyrians, that they 


several other pieces of their arms, even to the disarming 


off from the town,” 


5 1 5 - and 


* * PIT 
— 


that Sennacherib himself should mis- 


rophet, He- 
in thinking himself capable of main- 


taining his liberty * the power 


gates, and give a free entrance to his 


Hezekiah relying upon the truth of 


swer: That his petition was heard, 


gnawed all their bow-strings to pieces, and made useless 
of the Assyrians, who, upon this disappointment, drew 


2 
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and that the danger was over, for 
any harm the Afſyrians ff 
them upon that undertaking. He told 
them bkewrſe, that there were hap- 
bier times at hand, wherein they 
ſhould live in peace and ſecurity upon 
ei own lands and poſſeſſions, with- 
out ſear of an enemy, 
of time the king of Assyria finding 
all his attempts frustrated, and that 
nothing succeeded with him, with- 
drew his army, and went back again 
to Nineveh. SINE | 


He had spent much time before 


Pelusium; and at last when he had 


1 8 up his platforms within a lit- 


tle of the top of the walls, and was 
upon the very point of giving the as- 
sault, news was brought him, that 
Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, was upon 
his march, and approaching with a 
great reinforcement to assist the 
Egyptians; and that he took his route 


through the desert, with a design to 


fall upon the Assyrians by surprize. 
Sennacherib was so alarmed at this 


report, that he immedietely drew off 


T 

Sennacherib, at his return from the 
Egyptian war, found his army that he 
had leſt under the command of Rab- 
shakeh almost destroyed by a judicial 


pestilence, which swept away in ge- 


neral officers, tribunes, and common 
soldiers, to the number of one hun- 
dred and eighty- five thousand men, 
the first nig 
the city... - . 


This dreadful mortality $0 alarmed | 


the king of Assyria, as an awful 


stroke of divine vengeance, that, 


ould do 


In process 


| 


people, offered up praises and thanks- 


A COMPLETE HISTORY 3 
lest the remaining part of his army 


should undergo the same calamity, 
he retired with the utmost precipita- 
tion to his palace of Nineveh, where 
after a while, he was cut off by his 


two eldest sons, Adrammelech, and 


Sharezer, in the very temple of Nis- 
roch, his darling idol. The people 


of the country, detesting the inhu- 
manity of the action, banished them 


out of their dominions, whereupon 
they fled into Armenia; Esarhaddon, 


the third son, succeeding to the go- 


vernment: thus ended this mighty 


expedition. 


Hezekiah being now delivered be- 


yond all expettation from any farther 


apprehension of trouble or danger, 
and likewise thoroughly convinced 
that it was the immediate hand of 
God that wrought his preservation, 
as well by the plague that destroyed 
one part of the Assyrian army, as by 
the terror of that judgment that dis- 
mayed the rest : he, together with the 


givings for the mercies received, but 


was soon after seized with so danger- 
ous a distemper, that his physicians, 
and the rest of his 


friends, despaired 
F N 115 
In this distress, nothing so sensibly 


afflicted the king, as the considerati- 


on, that his dying without issue, the 


succession of the family would be at 


end, and the kingdom absolutely left 


t they. sat down before | without a legitimate heir. 


The anxiety arising from this cir- | 


cumstance so affected the pious king, 
that he addressed himself to God wit 


suppli- 


s at 4 


Book VI. 
supplications and (a) tears for the 
Srolonging of his life, till he might 
” Lav a successor out of his loins, and 

not to take him out of the number of 


the living, till he might be the father 
of a son, to preserve his memory to 
succeeding times. Ve! 
God took compassion of him, and 
the rather, because he was not $0 


much troubled for being deprived of 


his kingdom by death, as for the want 
of a successor in his own line of de- 
scent. E Save $ 6b 
Upon this, the Prophet Isaiah was 
sent to him, with the comfortable as- 
surance, that in three days his disease 
should leave him, that he should live 
fifteen years longer, and that the king- 
dom should descend at last to his own 
son and heir. 


When the prophet had delivered 


this message to the king, according 
to his order, the disease was so de- 
sperate, and the news so surprizin 

that Hezekiah could not Ke ty 
himself into a belief of it, without 


Fa) Tears, The love of life is natural to us, and the 
fear of death is so strongly implanted in our very frame and 
constitution, that it requires no small share of fortitude to 
receive the sentence of our dissolution, with a proper 
Serenity and composure of mind: human infirmity, was 
a sufficient apology for Hezekiah's behaviour; but there 
is somewhat more to be alledged in his behalf, 
le saw in himself the royal family of David extintt 
(he being as yet childless) and eonsequently all hopes of 


the Mesziah's being born of his race, were become abor- 


tive. | | 

He saw the impending storm that threatened his country 
with ruin and desolation, and that as there was none of 
his family tosucceed him on the throne, all things were in 
danger of running into anarchy and confusion, + 

Having this dismal prospeft therefore before his eyes, 
he might well melt in tears at the apprehension of his a 
proaching death, which would extinguish all his hopes, 

and consummate all his fears, in making him go down 


childless to the grave, 
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backward from the 
then stood. 
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some prodigy from Isaiah, in confir- 
mation of his authority and commis- 
gion? | | ET 
The prophet asking him what sign 
or token would give him satisfaction; 
he propounded, that the shadow upon 
his dial might go (5) ten degrees 
place where it 


The king finding this miracle 
wrought, upon the prayers of the 
prophet, was restored to health, and 
went immediately up to the tem- 
ple, to return unfeigned thanks to his 


gracious deliverer. 


About this time Berodach Baladan 
the son of Baladan king of Babylon, 
having sent ambassadors with pre- 
sents to Hezekiah, invited him into 
a league of amity and alliance. 

Hezekiah received them with great 
courtesy; entertained them sump- 


tuously, shewed them his treasure 
and his armoury, and whatever else 


he had that was magnificent and va- 
luable, either in gold, or precious 


It was usual in those days to require at the hands 
of the Prophets some extraordinary evidence of the truth 
of their predictions, and it is still necessary. _ 

Ten degrees backward. Scarce any passage in 
the Old Testament has been more tortured by licentious 
critics than this; the general objettion against the reality 
of the miracle, being the great danger of shocking or un- 
hinging the whole frame of Nature, by s0 retrogade a 
motion; but surely it is sufficient to silence this cavil to 
observe, that this was a miracle wrought by the immediate 
appointment of God himself, and that 2 it affected 
1 whole frame of Nature, yet no reasonable man can 


deny, that the same Omnipotent hand that called these stu- 


pendous globes into being at first, and assigned to each its 


peculiar motion, can, whenever he, in his infinite wisdom 


sees fit, either change, accelerate, or retard such motion 


to answer the wise purposes of his Providence, and at the 


same time supercede the effect which auch alteration would 
otherwise have upon this visible system. 


stones, 


— 


a 


stones, and sent them back with rich 


presents to their master. 

Upon this Isaiah came to him, and 
asked him who these men were, and 
whence they came? He told the 
props that they were sent from the 


— 


gather from thence, how great a 
Prince he was, and thereby possess 


the king with a just apprehension of 


his power and importanne. 
The prophet, by way of reproof, 

thus addressed him: Know, then, 

that it will not be long before this 


treaſure of years ſhall be carried to 


Babylon ; ſeveral of your poſterity, 


+ *. Berosus takes notice of this Baladan, king of Ba- 
bylon; but the Prophet Isaiah who was 80 infallibly and 
miraculouſly kar 
truth of his pred 
Writing, and left them to posterity, for all men to judge 


of what he foretold, by the event; and this was not his | 
business alone, but there were twelve more that did the 


ing of Babylon, and that he had 
Shewed them all the riches and curi- 
osities of his palace, that they might 


A COMPLETE HISTORY | +: 
of Babylon in the | pars of Eunuchs. 
| to be a truth; for 
God himſelf hath foretold it. 
This prediction pierced the very 
soul of Hezekiah, and extorted from 
him this declaration: 02 


| 


attends my family, yet ſince it ts 


icons, committed all his prophecies to | 
and the more we are conversant with heathen at 


| This you will fin 


— 


Though I cannot but be much trou- 


bled at the thought of the majery that 
God's pleaſure, I have no more to beg 
From heaven, than that I may enjoy 
the ſmall remainder of my rad; 
F *,.. $0000 

Hezekiah, according to his humble 
request, lived during the residue of 


his reign in peace, and died in the 
four and fiftieth year of his life, and 
the nine and twentieth of his rein. 


all be degraded and Jerve the court | 


— — 


same: and all cases of event whatsoever, good or evil, the 


accomplishment and the ee agree exactly together. 
in all he said, and so certain of the | This Fould teach us the v x we ought to set upon 
the inspired writings, beyond all human 24 150 
the 


ors, 


more regard we shall have for the Bible. 


* | 
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HEZEKIAH Is SUCCEEDED. BY MANAS- 
SEH, WHOSE COUNTRY IS RAVAGED 


BY THE KING OF BABYLON, FOR HIS | 
_ WICKEDNESS. HE IS TAKEN PRI. 


- SONER, BUT UPON HIS REPENTANCE 
SET AT LIBERTY. HIS SON AMON 18 


SOON CUT OFF AND SUCCEEDED BY 


 -  JOSIAH;' A PRINCE .'OF'EXEMPLARY 
1 PIETY: + INSTANCE! OF HIS ZEAL: FOR 
THE TRUE - WORSHIP; OF GOD. HIS 


PD REATH BY AN EXTRAORDINARY IN. 


ClpENT., Is succkEDED BY AN IXIL. 
PIOUS ;.SON, WHO IS .DEPOSED BY 
IHE KING OF EGYPT,: AND DIES IN 


kiah by Heß bali, a native of 
Jerusalem, succeeded his father in the 


government, but deviated from his 


Pious example, in every instance that 
Was practicable, committing all those 


abominations, that in former reigns 
had brought such judgments on the 


Israelites 


He was 80 daring a libertine, as 
td prophane the holy temple itself, 


EF 


ANASSEH, the son of Heze. 
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somuch, that hai | 
without putting some of them to 
death, so that the very streets of Je- 
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and dannen the whole city, and 


5 part of his dominions, with 


his 


bloody persecution of holy and good 


men, dipping his hands in the blood 


of the very prophets themselves; in- 
ardly a day passed 


rusalem ran down with their blood. 
The cry. of these impious, and inhu- 


man outrages called so loudly to hea- 
ven for vengeance, that God who was 
highly incensed at this daring Impi- 
ety, sent sundry prophets, one after 
another, both to the king and to the 
people, with cautions to them to re- 
pent in time of their neglect of God's 
worship, and to return to their duty, 


upon the pexil of suffering the same 
calamities for the same sins that had 
been inſlicted upon their brethren the 


Israelites before them. 


followed by the most awful tokens of 
the divine wrath ; for upon their im- 
5 K 3 N pious 


* is & 
os 
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etestable idolatries. He began 
his reign with a contempt. of God, 
and proceeded. to a barbarous. and 


But they regarded not the voice of 
God by his servants; till they found 
their inattention and negligencies 


carried him away prisoner, ©. 


of his fault; and upon that reflecti- 
on, earnestly besought God, so far 
to soften the hearts of his enemies, 


but in pity gave ear to his supplica- 
tion; so that the King of Babylon, 


liberty, and restored him to his for- 


conqueror, he made all possible ef. 
. _ forts, to atone for his former mis- 
_ carriages, evincing the principles and 
5 practices of a new man, and becom 
in 
ol sacred things, a most zealous pro- 
motq of true religion; for he purged 
tlie city, and consecrated the temple 


to express his gratitude and reverence | 
i toward God, and to preserve to him- 


days of his life. He took care both 
by example and N e to in- 


ing Conscious to himseff, that his for. 


public. He caused an altar to be 


2 


. pious persistin in their disbelief and 
_ * contempt of the divine word, God 
stirred up the king of Babylon and 


Chaldea, to make war upon them; 
who sent an army into Judea, that 
over-ran and destroyed the whole 
country; surprized Manaſſeh, and 


This miserable prince was now by 


woeful experience rendered sensible 


1 


* 


as might move them to treat him 
with some degree of tenderness and 
humanity. God was not inexorable, 


after some time, gave Manasseh his | 
mer government. | 


Upon his arrival at Jerusalem, by 
the permission and clemency of the 


de. 


from the most impious prophatier 


a 


n 


afresh, making it his whole business 
self his blessing and favour all the 


struct the people in their duties, be- 


mer male administration contributed 
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pointment of Moses, and offered 
daily sacrifices upon it. „„ 
When he had restored religion, 
and the discipline of it, to its origi- 
nal state and purity, he made it his 
business to fortify Jerusalem; repair- 
ing the old walls and encompassing 


| them with new ones. He built se- 
veral high and strong towers, and 


furnished the out-works with provi. 
sions of all sorts. His conversion to 


God was attended with such auspi- 


cious circumstances, that from the 
first date of it, to the day of his 
death, he was looked upon to be one 
of the happiest of princes. He died 
in the sixty-seventh year of his age, 
in the five and fiftieth of his reign, 
and was buried in his own garden: 
his son Amon succeeded him in the 
This prince following the loose 
example of his father's youth, and 
practising the same abominations, 
was quickly called to an account for 
his miscarriages, by some of his fa- 
miliar friends and domestics, who 
cut him off in the four and twentieth 
ear of his life, and the second of 
his reign. The people brought the 
murderers to condign punishment, 
and laid his body in the monument 
of his father, delivering up the go- 
vernment to his son Josiah, who was 
o 


of age. 


Josiah Who was a young prince of 
an excellent disposition, seems to have 
proposed the example of holy David, 
45 the grand directory of his whole 


** 


not a little to the misfortunes of the 
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life. In the twelfth year of his age, 
he gave an eminent instance of an 
unfeigned piety and justice, in the 


4 


C 

» 
3 r 
_ 8 3 


Book VII. 
reformation of the people from their 
erroneous persuasions concerning 

false gods, and gaining them over to 

reverence the religion of their coun- 

He repealed several of the ordi- | 
nances of -his forefathers ; corrected 

whatever he found amiss, and applied. | 

such remedies, - where the case re- 
quired any such expedient, as the 
most mature and consummate wis- 
dom and experience could have in- 


vented, He regulated his life in ex- | 


act conformity to the laws of God, | 
and this he seems to have done partly. | 
from a pious dis position, and partly 
from the admonition and advice of 
his council; who reminded him, that 
While he reigned with true regard to 
the interest of his country, and in 
stritt obedience to the Divine Will, 
success would crown his undertak- 
ings; and set before him the terrible 
judgment that had been inflicted on 
* predecessors for their apostacy; 
wherefore he caused all the groves to 
be cut down that were dedicated to 
false gods: their altars to be demo- 
lished, and all the donations that had 
been consecrated by their ancestors 
to the worship of idols, to be taken 
away, and treated with derision. _ 
The demolition of idols, and all 
that was erected to the honour. of 
false gods, was general, throughout 
his dominions ; by wc means the 
true worship was introduced with all 
the rites and ceremonies appertaining 
to the same. „ 
1 8 also certain magis- 
trates and commissioners, for the re- 
gulation of manners, and the order- 
ing of matters in private cases, that 


* tals a PPE RO Ig 


2 2 


* 


37 


aug 


cor THE HOLY BIBLE, 


| for the 
gell, 


of it was committed to Amaſa 


2 


ES 5 1403 
no less care might be taken ſor the 
distribution of particular justice, than 
government of the state it- 


He likewise dispatched messen- 


| gers throughout all his dominions, 


with orders to receive contributions 
of gold and silver toward the repa- 
ration of the temple, from those 

that were willing to advance that 


work; leaving all people at liberty 


% y AA 

The money being collected and .- 
brought in, the care of the 0 1 5 $ 
5 5 the 8 
o vernor of the city; Shaphan, the 
dende Toth, the Recorder; and 


Hilkiah, the High-Priest; with or- 
ders immediately to enter upon the 


work, and provide artificers, and all 
materials necessary for the repara- 
tion. th Ten Are Lies Ms - 
' By this means the temple was re- 
paired, and a lasting monument erec- _ 
ted to posterity, of the king's piety _ 
, bn BE. 
Josiah, in the eighteenth year of 
his reign, ordered Hilkiah the priest, 
to have the surplus of the 22 and 
silver that remained over and above 
the charge of the fabrick, cast into 
cups, chalices, and other vessels, for 
the use and service of the temple; 
ordering likewise, that all the gold 
and silver remaining still in the trea-. - 
sury, should be brought qut, and ap- 
plied to the same purposes. 
But the high- priest, upon remov- 
ing the gold, happened to discover 
the sacred books of Moses, as they _ 
were deposited in the temple, Which 
he took out and gave to Shaphan to 
N pPeruse; 
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peruse; who, upon reading them over, 


went to the king, and told him, they 


had executed all his commands; but 
withal, they had just now found the 
books of Moses, 
"WH do 80 the reading of these books, 


which he read over 


the king rent his garment, and cal- 
ling some of his particular friends 
about him, with the Scribe himself, 
and Hilkiah, the high-priest, he sent 
them to the Prophetess, Huldah, the 


wife of Shallum, a man of great emi- 


nence, to desire her intercession with 


God on their behalf, to implore his 
mercy for him and his people; for it 


Was much to be feared, that some 
heavy Judgment Should befall that 
people tor their ancestor's neglect and 
contempt of the laws of Moses, and 
that they should be forced from their 


native soil, to live like vagabonds, 
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| Giaperied over the face of the earth, 
an 


and end their days in misery, without 
8 such a reconeiliation from 


The prophetess, upon hearing the 
king's orders and instructions, bade 


* 
5 


them return him this answer: 


Nat the ſentence was already pro- 
nounced, and not to be recalled, upon 


any ſupplication or interceſſion, what-. 
Jeever ;, that the people were to be ba- 
ſhed their own country, and pu. 
 niſhed for their diſobedience; with tie 
 tofs of all. the comforts of human 

de, and that this judgment was ir- 
Tevocable, for their obſeinacy in their | 

ſuperſtitious impueties, notwithſtand- þ 
ing / many earneſt exhortations oa 

_ tumely Tepentance, 
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ie nacing predictions 
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eve of their anal deſtruction. 
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come up to Jerusalem, 
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ments, 
' edneſs. 
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if they! penſſed in tieir wick- 
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This unchangable decree was' to 


| convince them by the event, that 
| 


5 


there is a just and over-ruling God; 
and that the predictions which he 
delivered by the mouth of his pro- 


Phets, are infallibly true, and the 


certain indications of his holy plea- 


sure to mankind. 


But however, says the prophetess, 


tell the king, that out of a regard to 


| his piety and goodneſs, God will yet be 
| fo. gracious as not to bring this judg- 
ment upon the people in his da 


| that the dayof his death ſhou 


4 be the 


siah, upon the report of this an- 


swer from Huldah, sent messengers 
throughout all the cities; command- 
ing all the Priests and Levites, and 


men of all ages and conditions to 


« 


The first thing he did upon the 
meeting, was to read the holy books 
of Moses to them, after which, rais- 
ing himself upon.an eminence in the 
middle of the throng, he administer- 
ed to them an oath of obedience to 


the laws and precepts of Moses, and 
the observance of God's holy wor- 


ship, which was taken by the whole 
multitude, with great alacrity, and 
universal consent. The sacred oath 
Was followed with sacrifices and 
rayers to God, for his favour and 


In the next place he laid a strict 


charge upon the high. priest to take 


a particular account of the plate and 
vessels in the temple, and to cast out 
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to have been dedicated by any of 
his ancestors to the worship of 
J 
There were many pieces of that 
kind, that were reduced to dust, 
and the powder thrown into the air. 
All the priests being like wise put to 
death that were not of the stock of 
Aaron. . „„ rol 
Having thus introduced a general 
reformation in Jerusalem, the king 
took a tour through his whole do- 
minions where he destroyed all the 
relicts of Jeroboam's superstition and 
idolatry, and burnt the bones of the 
false prophets upon the very altar 
that Jeraboam had set up “. 1 5 
Nor did Josiah's zeal rest here; 
for he sent and went in person to se- 
veral other Israelites that had escaped 
the servitude and bondage of the 
Assyrians, to persuade them at last to 
forsake the superstitious vanities of 
foreign religions, to cleave wholly 
to the worship of the great God of 
their fathers, according to the rites 
and customs of their country, and 
serve him alone. p 


He likewise caused a strict search 


to be made in all towns and villages 
for the discovery of any remainders 
of idolatrous practices, that might lie 
concealed, even to the very figures of 
the horses over the porch of the 
temple, that their forefathers had de- 
dicated to the sun; and every figure 
and monument, to which the common 
people had ignorantly ascribed divine 


n 


* The Prophet foretold, in the hearing of all the | 


23 at the very time when Jeroboam was offering sa- 
crifice, that one of the race of David, Josiah by name, 
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| honours, Josiah caused them to be 
taken away and destroyed. 
Having purged the whole nation 
from every kind of idolatry; he con- 
vened all the people at Jerusalem, to 
celebrate the feast of unleavened 
bread, otherwise called the Passover, 
and gave the multitude out of his 
own store, thirty thousand "70G 
kids and lambs, and three thousan 
oxen. | 4 þ: 23-08 
The heads of the priests contri- 
buted likewise in their order upon the 
the same occasion, two thousand six 
hundred lambs; as did the chief of 
the Levites in their tribe five thou- 
sand lambs, and five hundred bul- 
locks: this prodigious number of 
victims was offered up in sa- 
crifice according to the laws of Mo- 
SES. | 
The priests had the conduct of the 
solemnity; and the precedency in 
their example to the people. From 
the time of Samuel the prophet, to 
to that day, there had never been so 
solemn a festival; for every thing 
vas done according to the direction 
of the law, and the prescriptions of 
ancient custom. 5 . 
Josiah after this blessed regulation, 
enjoyed his government in peace, ho- 
nour, and plenty: till he met his death 
in the following manner. 1 
'  Pharaoh-Nechoh, king of Egypt, 
| marched with a ee N army to- 


ward Euphrates, against the Medes 
and Babylonians, who had subverted 


1 
* 


was to.do this, bose picdifiion was made good by the 
event, three hundred and sixty-one years LIND. Hang 
was brad 


5 L. 


This message of the Eg 
80 little effect upon Josiah, that he 


lamentation “. 


* 


* 


the Assyrian empire, with a design 


to make himself master of Asia. 


to give Josiah to understand, that he 
had no thought of hostility toward 


him; nor any design, but to make 
an hasty march towards Euphrates; 


desiring him withal, not to put him 


upon any necessity of making his 
way by force, as that was very much 


inst his inclination. 


isted in the denial of his passage. 
is obstinaey soon proved fatal to 
him; for as he was at the head of 


huis army, riding up and down to give 

orders from one wing to another, an 

| r mr pierced him with an arrow, 
and b 


y that means decided the mat- 


ter in dispute between the two con- 


tending kings. Finding himself in 


great agony from the stroke he had 
: dives 


J, he commanded his army to 
retire; and returning to Jerusalem, 


buried with a magnificent solemnity, 
in the sepulchre of his ancestors, in 


the nine and thirtieth year of his age, 
and in the one and thirtieth of his 
reign; the people mourning for him 
several days, with great sorrow and | 


1 
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approach of the Babylonian captiviiy, and the subsequent 


- calamities; committing his prediftions to writing, in two 


ptian had 
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When he had advanced as far as 
Megiddo, a town under the jurisdic- | 
tion of Josiah, that prince absolutely 
refused him any passage against the 
Medes through his count. 
Pharaoh upon this, sent a herald, 


there died of the wound. He was 


3 The P bet n onate elegy upon f 
5 5 8 the 


2 this occasion, Which is yet extant ; p 


Aſter the death of Josiah, his son 
Zokoahaz. took the government upon 
im in the three and twentieth year 
of his age, and kept his court at Je- 
rusalem. „C 
He was a man of an impious and 
immoral disposition, and his mother's 
name was Hamutal. 5 
The king of Egypt, upon his re- 
turn from the war, sent for Jehoa- 
haz to come to him to Hatham, a 
city of Syria, where he put hin in 


fetters, and delivered up the govern- 


ment to Eliakim, his elder brother, 
by the same father: but changing his 


name for 7ehozakem, and imposing a 


tax upon the country, of a hundred 
talents of silver, and one talent of 


gold; by this means rendered him 


. | | 
As for I he carried him 
along with him-into Egypt, where he 


ended his life, after he had reigned 
three months and ten days. 5 
This prince trod in the steps of his 


abandoned ancestors, and followed 


their example of impiety, injustice, 


and idolatry. 


_, CHAP. 
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Leah and Jeremiah were both of the Sacerdotal race; 
the latter living at Jerusalem from the thirteenth year of 
Josiah, to the. time of the deatruftion of the temple and 


8 


city. 
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CHAP. II. 


THE EGYPTIAN. DEFEATED BY THE 
KING OF BABYLON. PREDICTIONS 
OF THE PROPHET JEREMIAH, IN- 
" STANCES OF THE. CRUELTY AND 
PERFID T OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR, 
_ WHO DEPOSES JEHOIAKIM, AND 
SETS UP ZEDEKIAH ON HIS THRONE. 
SECOND DEFEAT OF THE EGYPTI- 
ANS BY THE SAME KING. ZEDEKI- 


" AH'S-OBSTINATE CONTEMPT OF THE | 


PROPHET'S COUNSEL... 


IN the fourth year of Zehotahim's 


reign, Nebuchadnezzar the king | 
many times foretold, and warned 


of Babylon advanced with a mighty 
army to Carchabesa, a city situate 
upon the Euphrates; with a reso- 
lution to make war upon Pharaoh 
Nechoh, who at that time had all 
Syria under his command. 
The Egyptian well knowing 
the Babylonian was no contemptible 
enemy, took the field with a strong 
and numerous army, and so — 
to the Euphrates, with a resolution 
to oppose him, but the two armies 
engaging, the Egyptian was forced 
to retire with the loss of many thou- 
sands of his men. i 
The Babylonians getting over the 
Euphrates, subdued the whole coun- 
try of Syria as far as Pelusium, Judea 
only «Gy 3 


In the fourth year of Nebuchad- 


nezzar, and the eighth of Jehoiakim, 
the Babylonians broke in furious] 
upon Judea, threatning them wok 
devastation, unless they would con- 
tent themselves, with the condition 


that 5 


| 


ment of his contribution; but 


* 


He presaged like wise 
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of tributaries; as the rest of the inha- 


bitants of Syria were. 3 
Upon this menace, Jehoiakim sub- 


' mitted to purchase his peace with a 


sum of money; and for the space of 


full three years, he made due pay 
year following, upon the credit of 
an idle report, that the Egyptians 


| was advancing upon an expedition 


against the king of Babylon, Jehoia- 
kim refused to pay him his tribute, 


though he quickly found himself mi- 
serably disappointed in his ex pecta- 


tion, for the Egyptians durst not look 


| the Babylonians in the face. 


This che - prophet. Jeremiah had 


him of, adding moreover, 'that he 

would find the Egyptians a broken 

22 (uot 7c ne nya hs 
the fate of 


Jerusalem, and that it was suddenly 


to be destroyed by the Babylonians, 


and Jehoiakim himself to be made 
prisoner. J 
But these warnings, were not only. 


unobserved, but treated by the gene - 
rality of the people with 


the utmost 
contempt. There were some that 


exhibited formal accusations against 


the prophet to the king, and would 

have had him punished as a mover of 
SEARLE TGA d 14g, bis 54 
+ The Cause, in fine, was brought 


before the council; and the majo-- 


rity were for 1 to death; 
but the reason of things is not al- 
ways determined by a plurality of 
voices: so that some, better advised 
than the rest, were for discharging 
him the court, and diverting the 
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blow; observing that Jeremiah, was 
not the only man that had foretold 
these calamities to the city, but that 


Micah had prophesied to the same 
purpose before him; as well as se- 


veral others, without being called to 


account for it by the government: 
nay, that they were rather had in 
honour and esteem for their predic- 
tions, as the prophets of the Lord. 
By this gentle method of reason- 


ing, the couneil was wrought upon 


to change their minds, and recall the 
C 'S) 1 

The prophet committed his pre- 
dictions to writing; and upon a day 
of fasting, when the people were met 
together in the temple, in the ninth 
month of the fiſth year of the reign 


of Jehoiakim; he read the book to 
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end when he 


- It into the fire, and ordered Jeremi- 
YZ ah and Baruch to be immediately 
brought to him and punished. But 
3 prince, could not endure to see the 


| the 88 - wherein was con- 
tained t 


the whole history of what was 
to befall the temple, the city, and the 
The princes, upon the hearing of 


} 


g 1 ; . 2 this book a took it away from the 


prophet, commanding both himself 


= for the defence of the life of him and 


his Scribe Baruch, immediately to 
depart, without letting any body know 
Where to find them 
Then they carried the book to the 
king, who ordered his secretary to 
read it to him and his friends about 
him. The king was so greatly alarm- 
He the awful con- 
tents, that he tore the book, threw 


they were already withdrawn out of 


Soon after this event; Jehoiakim 


— 
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being affrighted with so many dismal 
| predictions, received the king of Ba- 
bylon with his army into the city; 
and thinking himself seeure from any 
danger, had made no preparations 
for the defence of the rights of his 
crown. But the Babylonian, upon 
his admittance broke his conditions, 
and put the flower of the youth of 
Jerusalem, together with the king 
himself, to the sword; commanding 
his body to be cast into the fields 
without the walls of the city, and 
constituting his son Jehoiachin king, 
both of the city and country, in his 
„ #2756554 957 1 3 
_ He carried away near three thou- 
sand men of note and quality, cap- 
tives to Babylon; in which number 
was the Prophet Ezekiel, being at 


14 


- 


that time a youth. 


. Such was the end of king Jehoia- 


kim, who lived six and thirty years, 
and reigned eleven; and his son Je- 
hoiachin succeeded him. His mo- 
ther's name was Nehu/hta, of Jerusa- 
lem; and the time of his reign was 
three months and ten days. 
When Nebuchadnezzar came to a2 
serious review of his late transac-' 
tions, he could not approve of his 

placing Jehoiachin upon the throne, - 
as it appeared reasonable to him, that 
the young prince would endeavour to 
revenge the perfidy he had practised 
to his deceased father, by exciting a 


? "MAE 
: rebellion. © 


g 1 * 


Opon this consideration he sent 


away an army to Jerusalem. | Now 
Jehoiachin, being a just and humane 


city in danger of being utterly de- 


stroyed for his sake; and therefore 
5 . entered 


| Box VII. 7 — 
entered into a treaty with the king of 


Babylon's deputies, surrendered the 


_ city on condition that the inhabitants, 
being exempted from any kind of 
violence, and delivered hostages for 
the performance 
CCC 

But before the expiration of the 
ear, the king of Babylon breaking 
is faith with them, commanded his 


04 _ officers to secure all the youth of the 


city, and all kinds of artificers, and 
to bring them to him bound and 
fettered, so that ten thousand eight 
hundred thirty-two persons (among 
whom were Jehoiachin himself, his 


mother, and his kindred) were by the 


king's command, all kept in custody. 
Nebuchadnezzar having thus de- 
prived Jehoiachin of his crown and 


dignity, advanced Zedetiah, his fa- | 


ther's brother, to the government in 
his place; obliging him by oath, nei- 


ther to attempt any innovations in 


that country, nor directly or indi- 
rectly join with, or assist the Egyp- 
tians. | 
of age when he entered upon the 
government; and he and Jehoiachin 
were brothers by the mother's side. 
Zedekiah on his elevation discovered 


no regard to the laws of God, nor 
the interest of the 


eople, but gave 
loose nde i sallies 86 a 
vicious inclination, and mixed with 
the herd in the idolatry and depra - 


prophet Jeremiah often exhorted him 
to C 


take himself to the exercise of piety | 


6 . 
* 
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and justice, regardless of what his 
courtiers, or his false prophets told 
him ; a lewd people who had abused 


of all the articles 


He was one and twenty years 


nge his course of life, and be- 
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him in- their purposes and preditii- | 
ons, when they told him the Baby- 
lonians should never besiege ſerusa- 


lem again; and that whatever they 
| encountered, the Egyptians. shoul 


overcome he.... ga 

As this was all false, and would 
appear so to be by the event, Zede- 
kiah could not for the present but ac- 
knowledge the advice of the pro- 


phet to be reasonable, and that it 
was his interest to believe it; but 


when he attended to the counsels 
of mercenary sycophants, the pro- 
phets address vanished from his 
mind. Choe | . 5 | 
At this very juncture Ezekiel being 


at Babylon, foretold the destruction 


of the temple, and sent the prediction 
of it to Jerusalem. Now the two 
prophets agreed exactly in the parti- 
cular circumstances of the ' town's 


being taken by force, and Zedekiah | 
carried away captive; but the thing, 


and the only thing that staggered 


Zedekiahin the belief of the prophe- 2 


cy was this; Ezekiel foretold, that 


Zedekiah should not see Babylon and 


2 afirmed, that the king 


himself should carry him prisoner 
thither. | beet oo. 


This seeming inconsistency, or at 
least diversity of expression, gave 
Zedekiah some sort of colour for 


doubting the truth of the other cir- ME | ; 


cumstances wherein they agreed, 


vity of the age, insomuch that the | though the following events made 


good every thing that had been fore- 


After an alliance of eight years, 


between the two kings, Zedekiah _ 


Shamefully broke his contract, and 
went over to the interest of the 
5M _ Egyptians, 


s a * * 4 r 
__ 


. 
Egyptians, assured that their power 
united would be able to crush the 
king of Babylon. But the Babylo- 

nian, upon the first notice of this 
treachery, marched his army to- 
Wards Zedekiah, laid his country de- 
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| that there was no good to be expect- 
ed from the Egyptians; but that they 
should first be overcome, and the 
Babylonian army return back to be- 
Siege Jerusalem. And that as many 
of them as should survive the sword 


solate, forced his castles and strong 
holds, and so advanced forward to 
the attack, even of Jerusalem itself. 

The Egyptian being given to un- 
derstand with what difficulties his 


and famine, should be carried away 


captive, their houses pillaged, their 
goods taken away; the temple and 
eity plundered, and laid waste by 


fire and sword, without any distinc- 


tion of age, sex, or condition. . 
The terms of the prophecy were; 
We are condemned to ſerve theſe peo- 
ple, and their poſterity, for ſeventy 
years; and the Medes and Perfians, 


Nov the Babylonian, upon intel- 
ligence of his march and design, in- | at the ſeventy years end, ſtall deliver 
rom that bondage, by the utter 


stead of waiting for his arrival, with- Þ us fro, | 
- drew from the siege, and advancing extinction of the Babylonian empire. 
* towards his army, a general engage - After which time, being ſet at li- 


friend and ally Zedekiah was sur- 
rounded, advanced immediately to 

his relief, with a resolution to attempt 
the raising the siege. | 


| | ment ensued, and the Egyptians were bert) by therr alſiſtance, we ſhall re- 
1 totally routed. © III turn hither again, rebuild the temple, 


I be siege being raised, or rather 
respited upon this occasion, the false l 8 
Prophets suggested a thousand delu- These words of the prophet gained 
Sions to Zedekiah; such as the folly | the belief of the major part of the 
of apprehending any danger from the 3 but the leading men, and the 
Babylonians, or fearing that they | licentious, atheistical multitude, look- 
3 Should drive the Hebrews from their | ed upon what he said, as the discourse 
= -* _ habitations, to carry them captive | of a mad-man. and treated him ac- 
=: to Babylon; whereas it was rather to | cordingly., © _ 
be expected, on the other hand, that | As Jeremiah was going toward 
their prisoners that were already ex- Anathoth, the place of i birth, 
ported should be called back again, about twenty furlongs distant from Je- 
and all the plate and treasure that the | rusalem, he was met upon the way by 
king had carried away, restored to | a OO who bad. 
the temple. il ed him, and took him into custody, 
But Jeremiah, on the contrary as- | upon a pretence, that he was a de- 
> _ gured the king, that events would | serter, and going over to the king of 
turn out in direct contrariety to what | Babylon. 
huis flatterers had falsly insinuated, | The prophet denied the accusa- 
positively charging them with im- tion, and declared in his own de- 
- posture and delusion, and affirming; 


and reſtore the city to its former 


ſtate. Z 


F fence, that he was going to the place 
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of his nativity, But the other would 
not believe him, and therefore car- 
ried him away to the ministers of 
state, and officers of justice; where, 
after a formal examination, they set 
him aside as a malefactor condemned 


to die; and in this miserable con- 


dition, he continued for a considera- 
ble space. e © 2's ITT I 

But in the ninth year of Zedeki- 
ah's reign, the tenth month, and the 
tenth day of that' month, the king 
of Babylon came once again with his 
army to Jerusalem ; and laying siege 
to it, attempted, by the exertion of 
all his strength and artifice, during 
the space of eighteen months to 
subdue it. But it still held out, not 
only against a powerful enemy be- 
fore it, but a raging pestilence and 
famine, in the 1 of it. Jeremiah 
being in prison all this while, called 


out to the multitude to set open the 


ates, and receive the Babylonians 
into the city; as they had no other 
way to save themselves, their fami- 
lies, and the town, from a certain and 
an inevitable ruin; assuring them 
also, that those who staid in the city 
must expect to perish, either by the 
sword, or by famine; whereas those 
who fled out to the enemy would save 
their lives; but the princes, in the 


depth of their extremity, were so far 
from giving ear to the prophet's pre- 


sage and advice, that they represent- 
ed him to the king, as a turbulent 


man, a mutineer, and a discourager of | 


the people, with his idle stories of mi- 
sery and desolation ; suggesting that 
the garrison was hearty, and resolute 

enough to defend the place to the 


* 
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ill boding menaces of slavery and 
destruction, damp their zeal and cou- 
rage. . 

The 


king was not by disposition 
rash or cruel, 


but at this critical 


juncture, fearing the effects of op- 


posing the leading and principal per- 
sons of the city, he resigned Jeremi- 


ah to their disposal; wherefore they 


went in all haste to the prison; took 
out the prophet, and let him down 


by a rope into a filthy pit, where he 


continued up to the neck in mud, for 
they intended to choke him. ED 

As he was in this condition, a fa- 
vourite servant of the king's an 
Ethiopian born, went and told Ze- 
dekiah how they had treated the pro- 
phet; giving it as his opinion, that 
his great men and favourites had not 
done well in the aggravation of his 
misfortune, by exposing him to a 
death, so much more grievous than 
that which he was reasonably to ex- 


| pe& in his chains. 
This conduct of the servant having 


induced the king heartily to repent his 
having left the prophet to the dis- 


eretion of his enemies; ordered the 


Ethiopian to take thirty trusty men 
out of his family, with ropes, and 
whatever he should find necessary for 
saving of him, and to join with them 
in getting him out of the pit with all 
possible expedition. ae 


The servant did as he was ordered, 


and set the, prophet at liberty; who 


was soon after this brought privately 
to the king, and had this question 


put to him; whether or no he could 


procure him from heaven any present 
relief under his miserable circum- 


stances? The prophet answered him 


that 


412 
that he could; but the people would 


neither believe him, nor follow his 


counsels, adding in words to this 
effect, Al your pretended friends, 
are my mortal enemies: they look upon 
me as a falſe wretch, and are at this 


inſtant in a conſpiracy'to deſtroy me ; 


and where are thoſe" impoſtors now, 
that deluded the people into a belief 
that they were out of danger from 
the Babylontans ? * that by telling 
Hou the very truth, I may endanger 
The king, upon this, promised 
the prophet upon oath,” that he 
would neither take away his life 
himself, or 
t 2 6 | 
Jeremiah took his word and ho- 
nour for it, and advised him by all 
means to deliver up the city into the 
hands of the king of Babylon; this 
was the only way in the world, to 


de safe in his own' parsen, to avoid 


the imminent danger he was in; pre- 
venting the burmng' of the temple, 
and the laying of the city level with 
the ground. He assured him more- 
over by the special direction of God 
himself, that if he pursued any other 
measures, all the calamities that 
should ensue upon his miscarriages, 
with the utter ruin of himself, his fa- 


"D 


mily, and his people, would be 
charged to his account. 


The king then told him, that he 
had a great inclmation to take his 
. - Counsel for the common good; but 

was afraid lest some of his friends 


that were already gone over to the 


Babylonians, should accuse him to 
Nebuchadnezzar, and p ut him in 
dapger of his life. The prophet 


suffer any of his people | 


— ca 


2 
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bade him not fear on that account; 
for if he delivered up the city, neither 


himself, or his wives, his children, 


or che temple itself, should suffer any 


= 


not to make any discovery, even to 
the princes' themselves, of.what had 
passed in this conference; but if any 


came to have a hint that there had 


been such a meeting, and enquire 
into the business, it might be pre- 


tended that the prophet came to 


move the king for his liberty. 
The prophet did as he was order- 
ed, and gave that answer to all peo- 


ple that asked him his business with 


5 


Zedekian. 


; F CHAP. III. „ 


THE TAKING OF JERUSALEM. CRU. 


ELTIES EXERCISED UPON. ZEDEKI- 
AH. CONQUEST AND CAPTIVITY, OF 
THE EGYPTIANS. MIRACULOUS STO. 
RY OF DANIEL, SHADRACH, ME. 


. _ SHACH, AND ABEDNEGO. PREFER- 
 * MENT Or. DANIEL FOR INTERPRE- 
* TING DREAMS. 


| DEATH NEBU- 
* CHADNEZZAR. 3 


[Y\URING these transactions the 

| king of Babylon went on vi- 
gorously with the siege; his works 
were finished, and his towers. car- 
ried up so high, as to command the 
town, and beat the defendants from 


the walls; and these preparations 
were made round the city in order 
for a general assault. The place was 
as resolutely defended as it was vigo- 
| he besieged having 
I plague 


; * Fa ; * 


Alter these words the king dis- 
missed the prophet, with a charge 


* 
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plague and famine to contend within 
the town, as well as enemies, and 


. other | difficulties without. They 


stood firm against all stratagems and 


machines, opposing one instance to 


another, as if the dispute had been 
matter of skill and art, as well as 


force; the besiegers business _ 


to take the city, and the safety 

the besieged consisting in eluding or 
diverting the plots and endeavours of 
y. s 


This contest lasted eighteen months; 


but in the end, for want of provisions 


within the town, and of numbers to 


of the reign 


besiegers, furnished with all manner 


of arms and warlike instruments, they 


were reduced to the necessity of de- 
1 


livering it up. 


It was taken in the eleventh year, 
and the ninth day of the fourth month 
of Zedekiah, by the 


' commanders to whom the care of the 


siege was committed by Nebuchad- 


master, and ran 


nezzar, who at that time was at Rib- 
lah, The captains, with the rest of 
the soldiery, went into the temple, 
which king 


Zedekiah perceiving, he 
took his wives, children, comman- 


ders and friends, and they all fled 
away privately by a narrow passage 
toward the desart. But the Babylo- 
nians getting intelligence of this es- 

of deserters, they 


cape, by means 
made after them early the next-morn- 


ing, overtook and surrounded them 


at a place not far from Jericho. 
Zedekiah's friends and compani- 
ons, in his flight, seeing the enemy 


advance toward them, quitted their 
several ways to avoid 
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Babylon. 


e 
personal danger. The king being in 
a manner abandoned, with his wives 
and children, and a small number of 
his company, fell into the hands of 
the enemy, who presently carried 


them to the king of Babylon. 


 Nebuchadnezzar no sooner beheld 
him, than he upbraided him with 
perfidy and ingratitude, in words to 
the following effet. Did not you 
hromiſe to manage the power and au- 


| thority that I put you in poſſeſſion of, 
for my advantage, 
ting im your brother Fehotachin's 
| place, but _ have employed your 
maintain it, against the multitude of : 


by making you & 


credit, and intereſt that I gave you 
to the ruin of your patron and bene- 


fattor ? but that God is great and 


juſt; who, ſor the puniſhment of 
your Trey and ingratitude, hath 
now made my priſoner. © 
When Re neg thus severely 
reproached him, he immediately caus- 
ed his children and his friends to be 
put to death before this face, and in 
the sight of the rest of the captives; 
commanded Zedekiah's eyes to'be put 
out, and his wretched person after- 
wards to be carried away in chains to 


This proceeding verefied the two 
prophecies of Jeremiah and Ezekiel; 
which Zedekiah so little regarded be- 
cause there appeared something of a 
contradiction between them; the 
former foretelling, that he should be 
taken captive, and being carried to 
Babylon, should speak with the king 
himself, and see him face to face; 


but Ezekiel's prediction was, that 


he should be carried away to Ba- 
bylon, and should not see him: which 
5 N 8 2 


neral plunder, 
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twenty reigns, during the space of 


five hundred and fi teen years, ix 


twenty years reign of Saul, who was 
of another tribe. 1 


5 SBS 
Nebuchadnezzar, after this great 


» 


dekiah, and the eighteenth year of | 
the reign of Nebuchadnezzar. The 


temple was burnt ſour hundred and 


seventy years, six months, and ten 


day 8. . 
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he could not do after he Was deprived 
of his sight“. Thus was rendered 
vid, after a succession of one and 
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thousand and six ty-two years, six 
months, and ten days, from the Isra- 
elites coming out of the land of 
Egypt; one thousand nine hundred 
and fifty years, six months, and ten 
days from the deluge; and three 
thousand five hundred and thirteen 
years, six months, and ten days 
from the creation of the world. _ 
12 Upon the destruction of Jerusalem, 
and the transportation of the people, 
Nebuzar-Adan took the following 
persons prisoners along with him. 
ITbere was the (a) High- Priest, 


Seraial, and after him Zephaniali, 


who, was the next Priest in dignity; 
three head keepers of the temple; 


the first eunuch of the bed- chamber, 
| with. seven of the king's friends, be- 
side the king's secretary, and other 


men of note, to the number of e 
which were brought altogether to the 
king, who was then at Riblah, a city 
The king caused the beads of the 
high- priest, and the great men, to 


be struck off in that city; but the 


multitude of the prisoners, together 
with Zedekiah himself, he ordered to 
be bound, and carried captive to Ba- 
bylon, together. with Zehozadock, . 
he High- Priest, to be taken and 


Having gone through the royal 
line, and the succession of kings, 
diserrning the judgments that ihreaten us. 
(a) 1 Seraiah. The person whom Jere- 
miah had desired to read an account of his prophecies to 
the | Jews; then in captivity, and for which he was pro- 
perly e e nature of his office. * 
I This Jehozadock was the son of Seraiah, who was 
J ag ea ten 
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from father to son, it will be neces- 
sary to observe the same method with 


the high; priests, who, from time to 


time, in a continued succession under 
those kings, ei the sacerdotal 
ollice.., .-..: 

The first 1 priest 10 the 
building of Solomon's temple. was 
Zadock. 

After him came his son A ee 

and after Ahimaaz, Azariah; and 
so forward. Joram, Phineas, Sudeas; | 
Julus, Fotham, Urias, Nerius, Ojeas, 
Saldumus, Elcius, Sareas, and  Feho- | 
zadock, who was carried away to Ba- 
bylon. _ 
” All these handed down the ponti- | 
fleate in a continued succession in 
their families, from generation to 
generation. 

Upon the king's return to Baby- 
low: Zedekiah was committed to pri- | 
son, where he died, and afterwards 
had the honour of a Toyal sepulchre. 

The holy vessels the king took out 
of the temple, he dedicated to his 


idols; allotted habitations to the 


people in Babylon, and set e 
dock at liberty. 
Now Nb ar Ades the general, 
that brought away the people pri- 
soners, left the poorer sort of people, 
and the deserters, under the com- 
mand of Gedaliah, the son of Ah. 
kam, an eminent person, both for 
enerosity and justice, Who allotted 
hi lis e a * of Ron 
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(3) D: Nee from ks impriſonment.” The pre- : 
| 11 was treated in this respectful manner by the Chalde- 
ans, on account of the repeated predictions he had made 
in the favour of that people, and the mam) exhortations he 

| had given the Jews to submit to their authority. 
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to improve and tive! upon, on condi- 


5 of paying a certain —"_ tothe 
ing,” * 
| The prophet: Jerenhialh>3 Was iahe- 
(8) RON hs ri from his imprison- 
ment: and the king having given 
orders to the governor to take a 
particular care of him, Gedaliah pro- 


to Babylon, as it was but reason the 
king ould be at the charge of his 
journey; or if he did not approve of 


that place, desired he would nomi- 


nate any other, and he would write 
to the king about it; 

The prophet's answer was, ::thab 
he had no mind to remove at all, 
but rather stay where he was, and 
take his part in the miserable ruins 
of his native country. 

Nebuzar-Adan, deing eee 
how the prophet stood affected, gave 


well provided for; made him several 
considerable presents himself, and 50 
left him, and returned to Babylon. 

Jeremiah u 
of (c) Mizpah for the place of his 
| abode, having first obtained of Ne. 
' buzar-Adan; Baruch's liberty, as 


b * companion. 8 

Baruch was the son of POE a a 
pern nobly born, and perfectly well 
ke in the language of his coun- 
"The burning and: the racking of 


— 


of great estimation in the time of the Judges, but flling 
to decay, was rebuilt many years after cheit time by king 


Asa. 
It was situated on the borders of Judah and Benjamin, 


© diate forks Te oy. T cih, to 1 


8711 


and was, at this time, ee of Cedind. 
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| posed to the prophet to go with him 


Gedaliah a strict de to see him 
this made choice 7 


well as his own, whom he took 8 


which Jeremiah A proper to retire, had been a Sk 5 
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Jerusalem, and the return of the Ba- 
_  bylonians into their own country, 
Was by this time made known to all 
the deserters that had left the city in 
the time of the siege; and so they 


gathered together from all places in 


throngs to Gedaliah at Mizpah. 
The principal men among them 


were Johanan, the son of Aareal, 
_ Fezamah, and Saratah, with some 


others. And besides these, there 
was Iſhmael, a person of royal blood, 


but of a false and malicious dispo- 


This man, in the time of the siege, 


fled to Bathal, king of the Ammo- 
nites, for sanctury, where he had 


cContinued ever since. | 
Upon the application of these peo- 
ple to Gedaliah, he gave them an in- 
vitation to continue there, and to 
plant; for they might live quietly, 


and at ease, without any danger 


from the Babylonians, binding him 


self by an oath to stand by, and assist 
them, if any man should offer to 
molest, or trouble them. And for 
their farther encouragement he thus 
Do but yon Tefolve among your- 


bes what town or place you would | 


ſettle in, and you ſhall have ſome of 
my beogle witn you to affiſt you in pre- 
ur ing and fitting up habitations, 
. only you muſt take care not to ſlip the 

ſeaſon. of providing for the next vin- 


tage and harveſt, that you may not 
zudnt corn, wine or oil, next winter 


for your ſu beſtence. „ 
When he had given them this en- 
couragement and assurance, he left 
every man at liberty to dispose of 
himself at his own discretion; and to 
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for them private 


chuse for his residence what place he 
—_— ĩ 

The report of Gedaliah's gene- 
rosity, humanity, and tenderness, to- 


ward the fugitives, who had applied 


themselves to him for refuge, gained 
him so great a reputation with all 
the neighbouring nations, that they 
repaired to him from all parts, and 
quickly made up a considerable plan- 
tation; for they had lands assigned 


them, upon condition only of pay; 


ing a certain acknowledgment to the 


king of Babylon. . 
Johanan and the rest of the great 
men had a very high esteem for the 


courtesy of Gedaliah to the planters, 


and therefore informed him in friend- 


ship and respect, that there was a 
conspiracy carried on against him, 


between the king of the Ammonites, 


and Ishmael; that Ishmael was to as- 


sassinate him in a treacherous man- 


ner; for being a branch of the royal 
family, he intended to assume the 
government of the Israelites.. 
They gave it as their opinion, 
that the ready way to secure Geda- 
liah against this practice, would be 
by to dispateh Ish- 
mael; which, with his leave, the 
would undertake, as they were afraid, 
if this mischief was not timely pre- 


vented, it would prove inevitably the 


ruin of all the Israelites, in the end. 

Gedaliah informed them, that he 
could not believe it possible for any 
man to be so barbarous and ungrate- 
ful, that lay under so many obliga- 
tions to the contrary; neither could 
it enter into his head, that a man 


| who was never known to do any 


such thing under the provocation of 
a e $225 Dei 
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his necessities, should now be in a 


lot to destroy that person himself, 


whom, by all the ties of honour and 


hospitality, he was obliged to defend 
and preserve, though with the hazard 
of his own life, if it should have been 


- attempted by any other man whatso- | 
{ cealed. 


ever. 


To sum up the affair he told them, 
that admitting the information to be 
true, he had much rather lose his own 


life, than take away the life of any 


man that had committed himself to 


his trust. 


Tohanan, and his companions, find- 


ing from this declaration, that all 


they said was to no purpose, they 


About thirty days after, Ishmael, 


with ten of his friends, paid a vi- 
left, under the care of Gedaliah. 


sit to Gedaliah at Mizpath, where they 


were received with all the freedom 


and respect imaginable. They drank 


companions were intoxicated, which 


the other party observing, they took 
the opportunity of falling upon them, 


and without any difficulty killed the 
master of the house, and all the rest 
of the guards. & - 


It was now the dead of the night, 


and all the people, as well soldiers 
as others, securely afleep; so that 
they made the same havock in the 


streets, as they had done at Geda- 


liah's just before, destroying and mur- 
dering all they could End, whether 


Jews or Babylonians, without any 


distinction. 


The next day there came up to 


the city a company of about four 
score men out of the country, with 
presents for Gedaliah, knowing no- 
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thing as yet of the massacre. As 


soon as Ishmael saw them, he called 
them into Gedaliah's house shut the 
doors upon them, and cut their 
throats in the palace, and caused 


their bodies afterward to be thrown. 


into a pit, where they might lay con- 


There was not a man of that num- 
ber that escaped, except a few that 
promised to make discovery of goods, 
cloaths, and corn, that were concealed 
under ground, upon condition of their 
being reprieved. 

Some of them were spared upon 


these terms; but the common peo- 


le of Mizpath, men, women, and 


children, were all carried away; and 
among the rest, the daughters of Ze- 


dekiah, which Nebuzar-Adan had 


Ishmael immediately went away 
with the news of this exploit to the 


very plentifully till Gedaliah and his | king of the Ammonites; but Joha- 


nan, with the rest of the leading men, 
hearing of the horrid massacre at 
Mizpath, and the death of Gedaliah, 
were so incensed, that raising all the 


men they could muster, by their re- 


spective influence, they joined in the 


pursuit of Ishmael, whom they over- 


took at the fountain of Hebron. 
The very sight of the pursuers re- 
Joiced the hearts of the prisoners that 


Ishmael was carrying away with him; 


for suspecting them at first sight to 
be friends, coming to their assist- 
ance, they went over immediately, 


one and all, to the party of Johanan; 
but Ishmael, with only eight of his 


companions, fled to the king of the 


Ammonites. 


* 


Iohanan, in the mean time, with 
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the people he had taken from Ishma- 


el, marched to a place that is called 


Mandra, and there they staid one 
day, thinking to fly into Egypt, lest 
the Babylonians, in a rage for the 


murder of their governor, should fall 


upon them; however, for their bet- 


ter security, they took up a resoluti- 
on to consult Jeremiah, (d) what 
course to take. Accordingly they 
put the question to him; promising 


upon oath to act in stritt conformity 
with his advice. | 
The prophet assured them he would 


do his utmost for their satisfaction; 


and upon the tenth day after this 


application, God appeared to him, 


and bade him go and tell Johanan, 


and the rest of the commanders, 


That i, they continued where they 


were, he would affiſt and ſecure them 
againſt any harm from the Babylont- 


ans, of whom they were jo much 


afraid, but F after this warning they | 
zoent into Egypt, they might expect 
the ſame fate that had befallen their 
brethren before them. 4 
This was the message the prophet 
delivered them by God's express di- 
rection, though they could hardly 


* 1 _——_ i 


{d) What course to take. Sufficiently humbled by 


the destruttion of their country, and struck with the 


captivity of their brethren, the remnant of the Jews, 
who were not carried into Babylon, are awakened into a 
sense of Almighty Power, and an humble supplication 


of his mercy. h | 
.  Advervity is the best school for wisdom, and the mind, 
| , ELIT in error, naturally looks up to the :Di- 


vine Being, as its only support on the appearance of ca- 
lamity: an observation which the 3 of the Jews 
upon this occasion sufficiently verified. 

(e) Egypt Should be taken, The Almighty Wisdom 


having determined to settle the Jews among the Chaldeans 


for some time, till captivity had brought them to a proper 
knowledge of their sins, here expresses his ee 
approbation of their having any connection with the 


* 


believe it to be the will of God, that 
they should continue where they 
were; taking it rather for an inven- 
tion of the prophets, in favour of 
Baruch his disciple, in order to ex- 

ose them to the wrath of the Baby- 
onians; so that Johanan and the rest 
of the people, in contempt of God's 
word by his prophet, went away into 


Egypt, and carried Jeremiah and Ba- 


ruch along with them. _ 

Upon their arrival thither, it was 
revealed from heaven to the prophet, 
that the king of Babylon should bring 
an army into Egypt; and Jeremiah 
was commanded to tell the people 
that (e) Egypt should be taken, 
where part of them should be killed, 
and ee the rest should be 


carried away captives to Babylon. 


For, in the fifth year after the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, and the three 
and twentieth of Nebuchadnezzar, he 
made an inroad in Cæle- Syria; and 
upon subduing it, carried his victori- 
ous army into the country of the Am- 
monites and Moabites; whom he had 
subjected, and made a furious incursi- 
on into Egypt, killed the then reignin 

king, set up another in his place, anc 


8 
„ 


Egyptians, whom they might in reality, consider as the 
source of all they had suffered, since the superstitious ce- 
remonies of that people was the principal cause of their 
corruption, and consequently of their being forsaken by 
their divine protector. 

From this it must not, however, be inferred that the 
Chaldeans were not an idolatrous country, for on the 
contrary, they were equally remarkable with the Egyp- 
tians for the number of their idols ; but the Jews having 
been before under $subjeftion to the Egyptian empire, the 
Lord thought it most proper, if it may be presumed tio 
judge of unerring wisdom, to give them a change of 
masters, to make a deeper impression of their disobedi- 
ence, and to manifest his own power, in redeeming them 
out of the hands of the two most mighty empires at that 
ume in being. 5 | 

i the 


the Jews whom he found there, were | 


carried away a second time prisoners 
to Babylon. , 
Such was the wretched fate of the 
Hebrews, - who, in consequence of 
their disobedience of the Divine W1ll 
were twice carried away beyond the 
Euphrates; for the ten tribes were 
first transported by the Assyrians out 
of Samaria, in the reign of Hosea; 
and the other two, by Nebuchadnez- 
zar, king of the Chaldeans, and the 
Babylonians, upon the taking of Je- 
rusalem. 1 


Now Shalmanezer transplanted the 


Chuthites into the country of the Isra- 


elites, out of the heart of Media and 
Persia; and they were called Sama- 


ritans, from the name of the place in- 
to which they were transplanted ; but 
the king of Babylon carried away the 
other two tribes, without introducing 
any other in their stead., 
And this. was the reason that Ju- 
dea, with Jerusalem, and the temple, 
lay wholly abandoned for the space 
of seventy rears. 5 
The time betwixt the captivity of 
the ten tribes, and the transmigration 
of the other two, was an hundred 
ri thirty years, six months, and ten 
ays. „ | 
The king of Babylon appointed a 
select number of Jewish youths, who 
were eminent for their birth, and 
beauty, to be trained up for the ser- 
vice of his court. | | 
To this end, he procured them the 


best tutors that could be found, and 


ordered divers of them to be set apart 


for the practice of music vocal and 


instrumental. 


He sent them their meat from his 
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own table, and took great care to 
have them instructed in the Chaldean 
discipline and learning, in which they 
made a very considerable progress in 
a short time. 1 „ 
There were four of Zedekiah's re- 
lations in the number, whose names 
were Daniel, Ananias, Mishael, and 
Azariah; but the Babylonians chang- 
ed their names, and called Daniel, 
Belteſhazzar; Ananias, Shadrach ; 
Mishael, Meſhach; and Azariah, 


The king had a great esteem for 
them all, both on account of the 
sweetness of their disposition, and 
the extraordinary force of their un- 
derstanding. 15 * 

Daniel thinking the voluptuous 
fate of the Babylonish court, impro- 
per for persons in the condition of 
himself and his countrymen: they 
intreated the eunuch that had the care 
of them, to use those delicacies which 
the king sent them from his own ta- 


ble, for the service of himself, and 


his family; as pulse, or dates, or an 
ordinary food would be to them full : 
as ons The .eunuch told 
them that he would willingly gratify 
them; but if they should grow lean, 
upon such an abstemious way of liv- 
ng, look less amiable, or appear in 
a less agreeable habit of body, he was 
afraid the king might have some sus- 
picion of the matter, and take offence 
at it; which would endanger his life, 
especially as those who lived upon 
daintier food, would appear more 
ruddy and healthy than themselves. 
As they found the eunuch not so 
obstinate in opposing their request as 


they imagined he would have been, 


they 
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did not keep 


"es 


| heavenly bodies, yet here they 


7 


they pressed him to make the ex pe- 
riment only for ten days; and after 
that time, if he found the change 
did not so well agree with them as 


their former allowance, and that they 


and habit of body, that they had be- 


fore, he might bring them back 5 75 | 


to the king's prescribed metho 
VVV 

The eunuch was prevailed upon 
to make trial of it; and when he 


a 


found them so far from being the 


worse for the alteration, that they 
grew more vigorous upon it, both in 


the disposition of their bodies and 


minds, he made no longer a scruple 
of complying with their desires, but 
he gave them what they demanded, 
and kept the king's allowance to 
himself. } cy CHEIT TEN? . . 5 
This change agreed so well with 


Daniel, and his friends, that, com- 


paratively, they seemed to be better 


Provided for than the rest, and all 


their faculties were better adapted, 
either for study or labour; being 
neither surfeited with variety, nor 
rendered effeminate by luxury. 
By this temperate way of living, 
their spirits were kept clear and ac- 
tive, bs appeared by the wonder- 
ful improvement in the Hebrews, as 


well as the Chaldean learning; but 


Daniel's progress was amazing, for 

d got such an insight into the 
J DIBOW CSF.” ; 3126 
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Y hn his dream. Though the Chaldeans were 


remarkably expert in the interpretation of dreams, which 
the undertook. to discover by some particular remarks, as 
wel as to foretel future events by the revolution of the 


of knowing a dam nich they never heard; of, and the 
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their health, colour, 


of 


declared the imposs ibility | 
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; 
| 
f 
| 
| 


{ 


upon. 


unteasonableness o requiring an interpretation of what 


arts, that he took upon him the ex- 

pounding of dreams, and had many 
times visions of his own to work 
About two years after the destruc- 
tion of Egypt. Nebuchadnezzar had 
a vision, and a revelation from God 
in his sleep, of the meaning of it. 
But afterwards when he came to rise 


from his bed, he had utterly forgot it, 


upon which he immediately sent for 
his learned men, as Chaldeans, Magi, 
and Prophets, and told them, that he 
had a strange dream, but it was now 
utterly out of his head, and therefore 
required them to tell him what it 
was, and what was the signification 


_— 


They made him answer, that as to 


the first part of his proposition, it 
was a thing not to be done. But if 
he would be pleased to tell them 


the dream, they would be ans wer- 


able to give him the interpretation 


The king in a rage commanded 


them, without farther ceremony, to 


6. tell himhis dream, or they should 


ie for it. But as they could not un- 
dertake it, they were ordered to be 
put to death. „„ 
When Daniel came to understand 
that the wise men were all to be put 
to death, and to reflect, that he and 
his relations were also in danger, 
upon the same account, he went to 
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the king had utterly forgot; a circumstance which they | 


told the king was entirely unprecedented, and never de- 


manded by any of the preceding princes on account of its 
impossibility. | | ag 


Arioch- 


o 


* 4 


Book VII. : 
Arioch, the captain of the king's 


guards, to learn what crime they were 


condemned for. | 


The captain informed him, that the 
king had a dream, which he himself 


had forgotten, and that they were to 


bs 5 . 


die, because they could not tell him 


what it was. 


Daniel made answer, that if he 
could procure them a reprieve for | 
one night only, he would not de- 
him the satisfaction 


spair of givin 
he required; for he had some hope 
that God would that very night 


be prevailed upon to enable him to 


do it. 5 


The captain gave the king an ac- | 
count of this proposal ; whereupon 


the execution was respited, to try 
what good was to be done upon that 
experiment. i | 


Daniel with his companions, went 
into his bed-chamber, and spent that 
whole night in prayer to God, for 
the means of resolving the question, 


and for the delivering those people 


from death, that were now fallen un- 


der the king's displeasure, by laying 

before him the particulars of the last 

night's dream, which was now out of 
his memory. . 

God was pleased upon the inter- 
cession of Daniel, both in compassion 
to the miserable, and out of tender- 
ness for the prudence of Daniel's me- 
ditation, to make known, not only 
the dream itself, but the significati- 
on of it; to the end, that he might 
communicate the whole matter to the 

king. „ ems” 
Daniel was so transported with this 
revelation, that he got up early in 
the morning, gave his brethren a 


* 
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| word of comfort, being now brought 
to the last point of despair, and think. 
ing of nothing but death, bade them 
take courage, and hope the best, for 
| that all things were now secure. 

When they had given God thanks 
together, for his fatherly care and pity 
over them, Daniel went to Arioch by 


uw 
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break of day, to carry him to the 


king, with assurance he should now 


have all the particulars laid before 
him of his late dream. | 
Upon Daniel's admittance to the 


king, he first informed him, That 


it was not conceit he entertained of 


% his own wisdom, as if he knew 


e more than the Chaldeans and the 
Magi; or Any design of a reproach 
* upon them, for not being able to 
te resolve a question which he could 


© explain, that made him engage in 
© this matter; for, said he, I am not 


« a person to pretend to more skill 
* and understanding than my neigh- 


“ bours, but it is purely the work of 
God, in pity to the miserable, and 
« 1n mercy to my 


* lives and safety of myself and m 


friends, that he hath revealed this 
% dream to me, and laid open the 
meaning of it. Ws „ 
„ have not been so solicitous for 


* the safety of myself, and my com- 
* panions under your displeasure, 
« as for you honour and glory ; in 

putting so many good and 
*« worthy men to death, contrary to 
e right and justice, merely for not 


E ben able to do a thing which it is 


*- utterly impossible for flesh and 
ce blood to do; or for any but a su- 


« pernatural power to accomplish. - 


« You were thinking with your- 
„ self 
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rayers, for the 
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self what would become of the em- 


© pire of the world when you were 
gone, and who should succeed to 


it. Now the dream you had was a 


© kind of a resolution upon that en- 
* quiry; for God shewed you in your 


sleep those that were to rule after 
3 


you. You dreamt you saw a large 


image, or statue, standing upright; 
** the (g) head was gold; the should- 


* ers and arms silver; the belly and 


_** the thighs brass; the legs and the 
et, iron. 
broken off from a mountain that 
fell upon this image, overthrew it, 
and broke it so small, that the dust 
of the gold, silver, brass, and iron, 
Was as light as chaff, and carried 
away by a blast of wind to the fur- 
© thermost parts of the earth, the 
stone growing so large during this 


You saw then a stone 


* time, that it lay like a mountain on 


the face of the earth. This was 
your dream, and I come now to 
© the interpretation of it. 


By the 


golden head is signified yourself, 


and other kings of Babylon before 


you: the two hands and shoulders 
* portend that two kings shall de- 


* stroy your empire; and afterward, 


TN ee 


(d) Head was gold. It is not a little remarkable, with 
how much clearness and perspicuity the prophet here de- 


scribes the properties of which the image was composed, 


bad then arrived at the summit of its splendor and 


*% 


and the reference it bore to the four most celebrated em- 


ires that ever were e rettet. 1 | 
By the golden head is to be understood Babylon, which 


glory 
By 


— 


che silver breast and 4 the Persian monarchy, 
- as the next in greatness and power at that time. 5 
By the brass is meant the Grecian or Macedonian em- 


* 


bets pire, as being less in value than the Persian, and not o 
strong as the Roman, which is always compared to iron, 


and frequently made use of in that sense by the pro- 


; 


- monarch had entertained a high opinion of Danie 


suppose to be this very image. 
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their empire will be subverted by 
* another king coming from the west 
* im armour of brass, and he is to be 
% Subdued afterward by another in 


iron; which, in its nature, isstronger 
than gold, silver, or brass, and not 


“to be resisted.“ „ 
Nebuchadnezzar, with astonish- 
ment acknowledged this to be his 
dream, and falling upon his. face, 
adored Daniel like a God, and ap- 
3 divine honours to be paid 
im: nay he was not satisfied with- 
out giving him the name of god, he 
also made him. ruler over the whole 


province, joining several of his kin- 
_ dred with him in the same commis- 


sion. This promotion was followed 
with such envy upon Daniel and his 
relations, that it had like to have cost 
them all their lives by a disgust the 
king took upon the ee occa- 
sion. | 
He had caused to be made an (k) 


image of gold, sixty cubits in height, 


and six in breadth, and placed it in 
the. great plain of Babylon, he called 


together, upon the. dedication of it, 
the princes, the great men and offi- 
cers out of all his dominions; mak- 


— 


(A) Image of gold. | Notwithstanding the mr 

's wis- 
dom, and the greatness of his God, yet he was too much 
attached to his own system of worship to be regulated by 


the prophet's most earnest advice to forſake it, 


In this place he eretts a statue in honour of the guardian 
deity of the nation, named Bel, from which he thought 


tx to stile Daniel Belteſtaz zar, as supposing him to 
border near upon divinity, and to have a 


egree of divi- 
nity only inferior to that Gd. ö 

Diodorus Secidus, speaking of the amazing plunder 
which Xerxes found in the temple of his idol, after the 
conquest of Babylon, mentions a :tatue of solid gold, 
forty feet high, which the generality of commentators 
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Ez | Book VII. 
Daniel was the only person again 


ing proclamation, that immediately 


upon hearing the sound of a trum- 
pet, they should all fall down and (2) 
worship this image; and that whoe- 
ver refused it, should be cast into 


the fiery furnace. Upon the sound- 
ing of this trumpet, all the people fell 


down and worshipped, except Da- 
niel's three friends, who refusing to 
do it, from a reverence to the laws 


of their country, and the religion of 
the true God, were informed against, 


and cast into the fire; but by a mer- 


ciful Providence, and beyond all hu- 
man imagination, their lives were 


reserved, as if the flame itself had 


1 


de conscious of the injustice of the 


sentence, and suspended its natural 


effect in favour of the innocent; for 


they were not so much as scorched 


This extraordinary interposition of 


Divine Providence in their behalf, 
enhanced them greatly in the esteem 
of the king, who afterwards conferred 


on them many signal tokens of his 


favours. + if 
Soon after this amazing event, 


Nebuchadnezzar had another dream, 


as surprising as the former; which 
was, that, being driven away from 


„his kingdom he lived seven years 
„among the beasts of the forest, 
* and was afterwards restored to his 


« former state and dignity.” X 

The king put the question again to 

the Magi upon this vision also; but 
( Vol 


HS”, En « 5 
ness observed Wen in the superstitious worship of the anci- 


ents, and the 7 ecreed for the least inattention 


to it, we have a ncholy retrospett to make upon our 
own times, Where, though we have been so highly bles- 


dend with the benefits of the gospel, that we not only att in 


image. | When we contider the strict. 


z 


than any of his ancestors. 


who could expound it: and accord- 


ingly to his prediction, it sueceeded 
in the event; for * after seven years 


Of his life spent in an insociable so- 
„ litude, without any person's daring 


to make any attempt upon his go- 


* yernment, God, by his prayers, 
| © was prevailed upon to re-instate 


him in the exercise of his kingly 
power.. $24, 556 2 


This king appears from a review 


of his life to have been an active 
prince, and much more fortunate 
He died 
in the three and fortieth year of his 
age. Beroſus, in the third book of 
his Chaldean history, makes mention 
of him in these words: „„ 

MNebuchodonoſor the father, un- 


| © derstanding that a certain great of- 
| © ficer of his, to whom he had com- 


* mitted the government of Egypt, 


© Cele-Syria, and Phenicia, was fal- 


len off from his allegiance, and not 
being in a condition of body him- 
self to bear the fatigues of the war 


in his own person, he sent his son 


Nebuchodonosor, with part of his 
* army, to reduce him to his obedi- 
* ence. - He found him out; fought 


„ and overcame him, and so reduced 


© the revolted provinces to their duty. 


„The father in the mean time was 


* taken away by a sickness at Ba- 
* bylon, in the one and twentieth 
« year of his reign. The young 


manifest contradiftion to its tenets, but presume to ridi- 


cule, controvert, and despise them. 


The merits of a suffering Saviour are treated with con- 


tempt, and his very existence disputed by some members of 


his church, who should be the first, from the nature of their 


olfice, to adore his mission; and propagate his laws. 
> "6 prindw 
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prince was no sooner informed of 
the death of his father, hut he took 
* immediate care for the settling of 
his affairs in Egypt, and the rest of 
the provinces; recommending to 
some particular friends the charge 


* and erecte 


— 


* of conveying his prisoners, Jews, 


Syrians, Phœnicians, and Egypti- 
Dans, to Babylon, with the army, 
and baggage; while he himself, 

with a small retinue, took his way 
The go- 
_ © vernment was reserved for him in 
the mean while, by the Chaldeans; 
“and by the great men among them, 
*in his absence, secured till his re- 
turn. So that when he came to 
enter upon the administration, he 
© was established in the full po 


* thither over the desart. 


* sion of his paternal empire. 


$ ” 


— 


sses- 
The 
first thing he did was to make a 
commodious distribution of his 
* captives into colomes; and after | 
- © that, to adorn and illustrate the 
© temple-of Belus, and other religi- 
<.ous places, with the spoils of war. 
He repaired and enlarged the anci- 
ent edifices of the city, and raised 
works upon the banks of the river, 
to prevent all approaches that way, | 
He erected three walls or retrench- 
ments, within the bounds of the 
© city, and as many without, all brick 
«work; and when he had fortified 
the town after this remarkable | 
„ manner, he beautified the gates 
* with a curious frontispiece, like 
«the finishing of the temple work; 
4 another palace conti- . 

* guous to that of his father, with 
great art and magnificence. 
8 this building there were vast stones 
supported upon arches, that look-] 
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ed like mountains hanging in the 
air: and they were plans on the 
top, with several sorts of trees, 
in a compliment to the queen, 
who being a Median, had a passi- 
onate desire to see some artificial 
resemblance of the gardens and 
rarities of her own country.” _ 
Megaſthenes, in the fourth volume 


of his history of India, speaks of 
these garden works, and sets forth 
this king, both for his enterprize, 


eee e e to have been 


much superior to Hercules himself. 
having dubdued the greatest part of 


ybia, and likewise Iberia. Diocles 


makes mention of this king in the 
second book of his Persian history; 
and Philoſtratus, in the account he 
gives of the Phœnicians and the Indi- 


ans; writes that this prince, in the 
days of Ithobal king of Tyre, main- 


tained a siege of thirteen years against 
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NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S SUCCESSOR RE. 


LEASES KING JEHOIACHIN. BABY- © 


LON IS BESIEGED BY CYRUS AND 


DARIUS. . DANIEL EXPOUNDS A VI- 
SION TO KING BELSHAZZAR. TAK- 


ING OF BABYLON. DANIEL OBTAINS 
THE FAVOUR OF DARIUS. 


GOD 


WORKS MANY DELIVERANCES FOR 


7 ViL-MERODAC ho suc- 


THE PROPHET, AND ENABLES HIM 


TO PERFORM MAN NDS. 


ceeded to the thron@of Baby- 


lon, on the demise of Nebuchadnez- 


zar his father, immediately on his 
accession released Jehoiachin, ho- 


noured 


— 


> 
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noured him with many presents, took | ning Wen and Chaldeans, and all 
him into his confidence, and made ] sorts of divine rs, (who among those 


him the chief governor of his palace. 
His father indeed had broken his 
faith shamefully with this prince, in 
making him a prisoner after he had 
so frankly delivered up himself, his 
wife, children, and all his relations 
upon honour only, for the saving of 
his country from uttter rum. 
Evil-Merodach died in the eigh- 


teenth year of his reign. His son 


Nigliſar succeeded him; and when 
he had reigned forty years, the 
kingdom fell by succession to his 


son Laboſardochus, who kept it only 


nine months: and after his death, it 
devolved on Be//hazzar, by the Ba- 
bylonians called Naboandel. 
Cyrus the king of the Persians, and 
Darius the king of the Medes, made 
war upon this prince; and while they 
lay before Babylon, there appeared 
to Belshazzar an extraordinary vi- 
sion. As he was at supper, with his 
curtiers and concubines about him, 
together with all the splendid appa- 
ratus of a princely table, he called, 
in a frolick, for the sacred vessels out 
of his own temple, which Nebuchad- 
nezzar deposited there, upon rifling 
the temple at Jerusalem, though he 
| never had put them to any prophane 
or private use. Led 2 
_ - Belshazzar was now warm in his 
cups, and entertaining himself and 
his company, with prophane spee- 
ches against the majesty of the true 
God; when in the height of his jol- 
lity there 50 eared a hand, writing 
ee es upon the walls, — 
put the ki 
immediately called a council of cun- 
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ing into such terror, that he 


faculty of disclosing the meaning o 


dreams,) to find out the purport o 
the words that were there written 
upon the plaister. They laid their 
heads together, and after a long con- 


derstood nothing of the matter. 
Upon this the king from his anxi- 
ety, caused a proclamation to be pub- 
lished all over his dominions, with 
promise of a golden chain, the pri- 
vilege of a royal purple robe, and the 
place of rule in his kingdom, 


thir 


the wise men assemble 
fered reward, without the least de- 
gree of success. e 


anxiety concerning this per- 


formed him for his comfort, that there 
was a certain Jew among the pri- 
soners that Nebuchadnezzar had 
brought away with him upon the de- 
oy ol O 

deemed a man of great wisdom, and 


difficulties and intricate questions, 
that he appeared to be under the di- 
rection of a divine spirit. 

She also told him that Nebuchad- 
nezzar made use of him for his in- 


means to send for Daniel, enquire of 


"BY 


barbarians value themselves upon a 


prodigies, and the interpretation of 


sultation, frankly declared they un- 


to any man that should give him the 
interpretation of that writing. In 
consequence of this „ 
Died, and N | 
theirutmost efforts to obtain the prot- 
While the king was under the 


exing circumstance, the queen in- 


Jerusalem, who was 


so wonderfully skilled in solving of 


terpreter in the like cases; when no 
one else was able to resolve him; 
wherefore she desired the king by all 


him 


wo 
N 
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+ culty, and not to be corrupted or pr 


_  befel your great ance 
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him about that writing, and give him 


encouragement. to spe 
though it should 
dreadful to himself. 


man, and of the spirit of 


the truth of a matter which no body 
else could interpret. 


1 - 


assurance, that all the promises in his 
proclamation should be made good 


to bim, upon his solution of it: 
which would make him famous all 


over the world, wherever it should 

be known, that he had these honours 
done him for his wisdom. *y 
Daniel excused himself from the 


receiving any (4) gifts or honours. 
For wijdom, says he, ts a divine fax. 


ys 


phaned with bribes, but be ever ready 


Es 


taken warning by the Judgments that 
9 52 for hs con- 
tempt of God, and have applied your- 


fel, to a religious courſe of life. 
* You know well, continued he, 


. ——— 1 1 


0 Gifts of honour. | Here is a Scripture and glo- 


| rious instance of the 


and humouring and gratifying a prince's passion, or com- 
ing into his waked policies for gifts and promotion. 


| 
: 


ak tlie truth, 
ortend something 72 
I aſterward it pleaſed God, upon his 
Upon this advice Belshazzar caus- 
ed Daniel to be sent for; professing 
indeed, that he had heard of the pe- 
netration and understanding of that 

en ; 
with which he was possessed ; and 
that he took him to be the most 


likely person in the world to divine | 


8 


N 


Upon Daniel's being brought, the 
king put him the question, with an ric 
| | koly altar, in your debauches with 
your harlots. 


1 
* 


Nis writing foretells that your 
death is at hand, for Jou ſhoud have 


meanness of bribery and corrup- 


COR, 


to ſerve thoſe that tand in need of | 


from. being wrought upon by 


and given tot 


"es: 
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that Nebuchadnezzar was baniſhed 
the ſociety of mankind, and condemn- 
ed to the condition of a beaſt ; but 


reſtore him tothe conver jation of men, 
and to the exerciſe of his former go- 
vernment, which infinite mercy and 
Providence of God he adored and ce- 
lebrated after wards all the days of his 

But for your part, you are fo far 
1 Sy IP2 
ample in your family, that you blaj- 
—_— God 2 69 face, and take a 
gride in prophaning the veſſels of his 


earneſt prayers and ation of to 


By this lewd courſe of impiety, you 


have drawn the wrath of God upon 


your head; and the intent of this 
writing is only to ſhew what you are 


to come to. | 


Mene, whick.is as much as num- 


ber, ſignifies that the days both of | 


your life and of your reign are num- 


bered ; and that you have but a ſhort 
tame to live. 5 
Tekel, or weight, gives you to 


underſtand, that your reign is weigh- 


ed in the balance, and being found 


wanting, is drawing to a concluſion. 


Peres, or a fragment, pretends, 
thai your kingdom ſhall be devided, 

* Medes and Perſians. 
The king was most terribly mor- 


tified with this interpretation; yet 


r 9 


nn 


David): verve bin A aststenbdhg l in the use 


of his service, his eyes not being blinded with gifts, 


he faithfully and courageously, and honestly pointed 
out to him the faults. he saw m his conduct, and what 


+ 7 


cessor's misfortunes, 
n ; þ 3 : 


a 


were: the occasion of his approaching, as of his prede- 


\ 


" A 
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Daniel was 80 well aware of these . 
court stratagems, and kept so strict 

a guard upon himself that there was 
no laying hold of any opportunity 


notwithstanding he was so just and 


generous, as to make good to Daniel 
all that he had promised him, though 
the foreteller of his ruin; considering 
with himself, that it was not the pro- 
phet's fault, but his own unhappy 
ot, that he could tell him no better 
tidings; neither could he deny but 
that Daniel had acted the part of a 
just and a good man, in letting him 
| know the truth of things, though de- 
lorable in the event. 
Soon aſter the prophet's interpre- 
tation, both himself and the city fell ] 
into the power of Cyrus; for Babylon 


was taken in the seventeenth year of 
the reign of Belshazzar, who is said 
to have been the last king of Nebu- 
chadnezzar's family; iti 
Darius was sixty-two years of age, 
when, with the assistance of Cyrus, 
his kinsman, he effected the subver- 
sion of the Babylonian empire. 
This Cyrus was the son of Aſtyages, 
though known among the Greeks by 
another name. He took the prophet 
Daniel with him into Media, and held 
him in great estimation; for he made 
him one of the three chief gover- 
nors, that had three banded and 
sixty more under them, according 
to the original constitution of Da- 
Darius had so great a reverence 
for Daniel, that he consulted him 
upon all occasions, as an oracle, and 
would hardly resolve upon any mat- 
ter of moment without his advice. 
But it fell out with Daniel, as we 
find it in the case of other prinees 
favourites; the confident that is most 
in credit, never fails of drawing upon 
himself the envy of all the rest. 


— 


against him. 


As to bribes, he had a soul $0 

much above any temptation of that 
kind, that he made conscience of 
receiving even a lawful acknowledg- 
ment for a "65 office. But this did 


not hinder his enemies from plotting 


his destruction, which rg? endea- 
voured to effect in the 
manner. | 5 | 
| Having observed that Daniel pray- 
ed to God constantly, thrice a day, 
his adversaries studied how they 
Should avail themselves of this pious. 
practice to his ruin. They applied 
themselves to Darius, in the name 
of his council and state officers; and 
requested that he would be pleased 
so far to indulge his people; as to 
pass an edi only for thirty days, 
that whosoever should presume to 
ask any thing of God or man, within 
that compass of time, should be cast 
into the hon's den. . 
The king was so short-sighted, as 
not to see through the malice of this 
contrivance; and that the very pro- 
posal struck at the life of Daniel: 
so that he assented to the motion, 
promised a confirmation of it, and 
ordered the publication of the decree, 
as an act passed by himself and his 
council. 3 
This decree so severe and peremp- 
tory, greatly alarmed the wi 
who all desisted, even from the du- 
ties they owed their God. But Da- 
niel, regardless of all that man could 
do, continued the regular exegeise of 


2 


his 


* 


ollowing 
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his devotion, and submitted che event 
to the pleasure and direction of an 
All. Wise Providence. 

This way of proceeding furnished 
his enemies with a pretence that they 
had long waited for; therefore im- 
mediately they informed the king, 
that Daniel was the only man, who 

in contempt of his royal proclama- 
tion, worshipped: contrary to the te- 


nor and direction of the decree, and 


that he did not do this out of piety, 
but from a spirit of contradiction and 


defiance to the authority of aha 


- edict. 


The 5 of Daniels enemies was | 
inveterate enemies insisted on his con- 


the more outrageous, upon the ap- 
prehension they had that the king's | 
e en respect for him might in- 

cline him to pass over the affront; 
$0.. they a7. him with clamours | 
and outcries, not to be resisted, for 
justice upon the malafactor; nay, they 
insisted, that he should be immedi- 
ately thrown into the lion's den. 

Darius was forced to yield to the 
-zolence of. these importunities, but 
told Daniel for his comfort in his 
extremity, that rather than so good 
a man should perish, God would yet 

work. some miracle for his relief. So 


Daniel was cast into the lion's den, 


and a great stone laid at the mouth 
oß it, n me: ing (2) 4 $1 With 


ww. "8 1%, 
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| 72 Sealed Aas pls Darius, i in, | al 8 8 
bility, at the time of signing this decree, either forgot 
that he exposed his favourite, Daniel, to the machinations 
of his enemies, or wi ighorant of bis religious principles; 
for it is scarcely to be su he would have consented to 
= . ching rejudicial to the interest of a man for whom he 
pl rfett a Frindship and esteem. ; 
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— 
* 


his own signet, and returned to his 
palace. 588 

He passed that vight, latins ans 
waking : for his anxious concern for 
Danie would not suffer him either 
to eat or sleep; but early in the 
morning hie arose and went to the 
den, where he found every thing as 
| ye had left it; and the seal untouched; 

He chen called upon Daniel by his 
name, at a grate that looked down 
into the den, to know if he were liv- 
ing; to which he made andyer, that 
he was safe and well. 


2 


Then the king imwoligtely or- 
dered him to be taken out, but his 


tinuance in the den. However it was 
ordered by Divine Providence, that 
he received not the least hurt. 
Tbe king was so incensed at the 
walignity of those pedple, that he 
ordered as much meat to be given 
the lions as they could devour; and 
when they would eat no longer, to 
turn ( Daniel's accusers in among 
them. Observing, that if they did 
not devour them, it would be because 
their bellies were full. But if they 


did, it must be allowed to be the im- 


mediate hand of Cod that preserved 


Daniel. 5 
| In fine, the Hons tore them in 


bee eg an W and with as much 


* * 


Een 4] near . of any as, to death, ww; 
a notion that ,50 extraordinary a degree of seyerity m * 
restrain the commis ion of offences, since few would 
ready to undertake any action that would expose their fa- * 
_ to ruin, however regardless did be of — 10 | 
* ves 

This cruel. law had been abolished amongst the fan: i in 


we” t accu ters in among them. The ancients * time of Moses, who decreed that the punishment o | 
ne rg nene nk con e ne n 
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eagerness as if they had been Starved 


with hunger; or rather, as if the beasts 


themselves were become the ministers 
of God's justice upon these workers 
Pigs mm By 
Having thus made the enemies of 
Daniel a dreadful example to others, 
Darius published a decree through 
his whole empire, commanding his 
people to acknowledge the God of 
Daniel to be the only true and Al- 
mighty God ; and at the same time 
multiplied honours upon the prophet 
himself, in preference to all the rest 
of his friends and favourites, 


Daniel, by this conduct, having 


gained the universal esteemas a per- 
son highly in favour both with God 
and man; he erected a stately fabric 
at Echatan, the capital of Media; a 
work remarkable for its beauty and 
magnificence's, - LE I ATE (SE? 

There are other passages in the 
history of Daniel, Which are yet more 
admirable and particular, and de- 
mand peculiar attention. He had 
this singular blessing attending him, 


beside his excellent gift of prophecy, 


that he lived in a high degree of re- 


putation, both with king and bene e 5 


and at his death left a character that 


reflects everlasting honour on his me- 


mory; for we find by his writings, 
God communed with him in a very 
express manner; and revealed to him 
not only the sum and substance of 


things to come, (as was usual to other 
that passed through the air, and en- 


prophets,) but the very time when 
such or such an event should come 


to pass. 


* — 


* This tower is famous for . the royal monument 
of the kings of the Medes, Persians, IT Parthians, to 
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And whereas other prophets were 
more exercised in the foreboding of 
calamities, and consequently drew 
upon themselves envy and ill-will, 


both from princes and people, Daniel 
conciliated the esteem of both, made 


friends of both, by the good things 
he told them, which they took de- 
light to hear; and then as to the 
certainty of the event, all are agreed, 
that he spoke from the dictate of an 
infallible spirit, as may be abundant- 
ly gathered also from the writings 
which this great prophet hath, left 
behind him. | 1 

.To justify this observation we cite 
the particulars of a vision, as related 
by himself, It fell out, as I was tak- 
ing the air one day, with some of my 


companions at Susa, the metropolis 
of Persia, that we were surprised all 
on a sudden with an 8 


My friends ran away in a fright, 
and left me alone, fallen prostrate 


AY . . f 
upon the ground, in consternation 


> 


While I was in this posture, 
some body, methought, came, took 


hold on me, bade me rise, and take 


good notice of things; for I should 
see wonderful revolutions that would 
befal my countrymen several ages to 
come.” 5 1 

Upon my arising, I saw a large 


ram, with several horns, and the last 


taller than the rest. Turning my face 
then towards the west, I saw a goat 


countered the ram, struck him down 
twice, and trampled him under his feet.. 


— 


which use it is still applied, and the place likewise com- 
mitted to the custody of a Jewish priest to this very day. 
After 


439 
After this there arose a large horn 


out of the forehead of the goat; and 


when it was broken, there sprang up 
four more instead of it, pointing to- 
ward the four quarters of the hea- 
V 

“Daniel writes also, that from one 
of them came forth a little horn, 
which growing up, should wage war 
with the nation of the Jews, and de- 
stroy Jerusalem itself, suppress the 
ceremonies of the temple, and all sa- 
crifices, for the space of twelve hun- 
dred and ninety-six days. 

This was the vision that, as Daniel 
writes, he saw at Susa, which was 


first sbewed by a revelation from 


God, and then interpreted after this 
following manner: | | 


* By the ram was designed the 


kingdems of the Medes and Persians, 
by the horns, the succeeding kings 
that should rule over those people, 


and the last of their kings, by the 


last.horn, as transcending all the rest 
in wealth, and power; by the goat 


Was signified some king of Greece, : 


that should twice totally defeat the 
Persians, and subdue that empire; 
by the great horn upon the forehead 
of the goat, was meant the first of 


their kings; and by the budding out 


of four horns more, pointing to the, 
four winds, were. to be understood 

the suecessors to those kings, and the 
partition of their dominions, after the 


eath of the first, though strangers | | 


to the blood; but that however they 
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wealth, pillage the temple, and pro- 


hibit any sacrifices or worship 1n it. 
for three years. , 
This prediction was verified under 
Antiochus Epiphanes, according to 
the exact manner in which the pro- 
phet foretold every minute eircum- 
Stance, He wrote several wonder. 
ful things also about the Roman em- 
pire, and especially of the desolation 
they should make of the Israelites: 
all which he received by divine reve- 
lation, and transmitted in writing to 
posterity, to stand as a\testimony 
upon record, of the agreement be- 


twixt the presage and the event. 


The exact fulfillment of the pre- 


dictions of the prophets is an irrefra- 


r e of the super inten- 
dance of a divine Providence over 
human affairs, and refutes that sys- 
tem which blindly as well as impi- 
ously inculcates, that the whole 
course of sublunary events is a meer 
huddle of contingency, without any 
primary effective cause. The dis- 
tance of time also from the predicti- 
ons in general to their completion, 

lainly indicates that 5 could not 

e fabulous or causualF and demon- 


9 


strates that they were truly delivered 


as inspired by the most intuitive 
knowledge and unerring wisdom. 


4 
p 2 2 


in process of time, out of these should 


come a king that would make war. 


upon the ſewish nation, and utterly 


extinguish the form of the common- 


CI 


* 
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re-instate 


CHAP. v. 


THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS FROM 
THE BABYLONISH CAPTIVITY. PRO- 
CLAMATION OF CYRUS TO REBUILD 
THE TEMPLE. ARTAXERXES PUTS A 
STOP TO THAT PIOUS WORK. DIES. 


SOON AFTER. THE MAGI RULES FOR 


THE SPACE OF ONE YEAR, AFTER 
WHICH, DARIUS 1S CHOSEN KING. 
PERMITS THE CONTINUANCE OF THE 
BUILDING, AND PROMOTES THE DE- 
SIGN AGAINST THE OPPOSITION OF 
THE SAMARITANS. | 


tivity, it pleased God in compassion 
to a wretched people, according to 
what he had foretold them by the 


prophet Jeremiah, before the destruc- 


tion of Jerusalem; that is to say, that 


after seventy years bondage under 


Nebuchadnezzar, and his successors, 
they should be restored to their own 
country; see the temple rebuilt, and 


return to their former state of emi- 


nence and grandeur, © , 
This was accordingly effected; for 


God put it into the heart of Cyrus, 


to send his circular letters over all 
Asia, to this effect, signing them, 
Cyrus the king. | 


I do fully Le der myself, that 
Od, 


the great God, of Whose gift and 


bounty I hold «is empire, is the very 


God that the children of Israel adore; 
for I find honourable: mention made 


„ . , . 
of my name by his prophets of anci- 
ate, as a person that in time to 


ent 
come should rebuild Jerusalem, and 
the people”. 


SL 
e 
A 
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Cyrus, it seems, had seen and read 
the prophecies of Isaiah, which bore 
date two hundred and ten years be- 
fore he was born, wherein he gives 
an account of a revelation he had 
from God, That he would raiſe up 
one Cyrus, to be a ting of many, and 
of powerful nations, who ſhould re- 
eftabliſh the Hebrews in their native 
country. | 

This was 


foretold by the prophet 


a hundred and forty years before the 
temple was destroyed. a 


The king was so transported upon 
the reading of these divine predictions 


| i I concerning himself, that he immedi- 
N the first year of Cyrus, and the | 
seventieth of the Babylonish cap- | 


ately gave orders for the bringing 
about their accomplishment, To 


promote this ou design, he called 
together all t 


e leading men of the 
Jews to Babylon; where he told them 


that so many of them as were disposed 
to return into their own country, 
should have free 


assports, and per- 
mission to rebuild ele Sa" 
the city of Jerusalem, if they thought 
fit, as he made no doubt but that 
God would bless them in the under- 
taking, promising over and above, 
that he would send his orders to all 


his officers and governors, border- 


ing upon Judea, to furnish them 
with gold and silver, for the rebuild- 
ing of the temple, and beasts for sa- 


crifices. 


The most eminent of the two 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin, to- 


_ gether with the priests and Levites, 


immediately upon this declaration, 
hastened away toward Jerusalem, 
But there were a great many, how- 
ever, that choserather tostayin Baby- 


f lon, than to quit their possessions. 


Upon : 


% 
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Upon their arrival at Jerusalem, 


all the. king's friends and officers 
contributed largely and unanimously 
toward the great work. Some gave 
gold, others silver, and some cattle; 
others attended the discharge of their 
vos, and the solemnity of oblations 
as if they were already entered upon 
the business of re- erecting the city, 
and in the exercise of their ancient 


- 


discipline. | 


Now Cyrus had sent them from 


Babylon, the holy vessels and uten- 
sils that Nebuchadnezzar had taken 
away from the temple at Jerusalem, 
which were delivered to Mithredath, 
the king's treasurer, and by him to 
be deposited with Sheshbazzar, till 
the temple should be finished, and 


then immediately to be put into the 


hands of priests and magistrates for 
the use and service of the temple. 

Cyrus, after this, wrote another 
letter to the governor of Syria, in the 
ig ner 


_ CYRUS THE KING, TO SYSINA AND SA. 


 RABASAN, GREETING. 


E it known unto you, that I have 
given leave to all the Jews that 
are in my dominions, to return into 
their own country, and there to re- 
build their capital city, with the holy 
temple at Jerusalem, in the 
where it sood before. 33 

I have likewise sent my treasurer, 
Mithredath, and Zorobabel, the go- 


vernor of Judea, to superintend the 


building, and to see it raised six hun- 
dred AS upwards from the ground, 


same place 


* — 


„* 


— 


n 


ness of the Persian empire. 


* 
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three rows of polished stone, and one 


of the wood of the country, together 


with an altar for the sacrifices; and. 
all this to be done at my own charge, 


I have also appointed my own trea- 
surer Mithredath, and Zorobabel, the 


prince of Judea, to cause all utensils 


and vessels that Nebuchadnezzar car- 


ried away from the temple at Jeru- 


Salem, to be sent back, and restored. 
That is to say, fifty golden ewers, 
and four hundred silver ones. Fifty 
golden vessels, and four hundred sil- 
ver ones. Fifty golden lavers, and 
five hundred silver ones. Thirty gol- 
den chalices, and three bundred sil- 
ver ones. Thirty golden phials, and 


two thousand fourhundred silver ones. 


Beside a thousand of other large ves- 
sels of different sorts. N 
It is my further pleasure also, that 


they receive entire to themselves all 


the ee, and revenues that were for- 
merly enjoyed by their predecessors ; 


and that they have an allowance paid 


them. of two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand five hundred drachma's, in con- 


sideration of beasts for sacrifices, 


wine and oil; and two thousand five 


hundred measures of wheat, in lieu 
of the fine flour. And all this to be 


raised upon the tribute of Samaria. 
The priests alone are to offer up the 


sacrifices according to the laws and 
ceremonies of Moses; and to pray 


daily for the king and the 7 6 fa- 
mily, and for the welfare and happi- 


Loet no man presume to do any 


thing contrary to the tenor of this my 
royal will and proclamation, upon 


pain of forfeiting life and estate. 


and as many over. The walls to be This was the substance of the 
8 LEE, e „„ king's 
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king's letter. And the number of 
those that returned out of captivity 
to Jerusalem; upon this encourage- 


ment and invitation, was forty two 
thousand four hundred and sixty two 

pee i 4529 a 07 

The Jews, upon their return from 
captivity, had no sooner entered upon 
the grateful, though arduous employ, 
of rebuilding the temple, than the 
neighbouring nations, and especially 
the Cuthites, Which Shalmanezer, the 
king of Assyria, had formerly trans- 
planted from Persia to Media into Sa- 
maria, after he had removed the Is- 
raelites into other habitations, appli- 
ed themselves to the princes and go- 
vernors, to whom the care of this en- 


4 j «Fix x 7 1 
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terprize was committed, pressing them 


with great importunity, not to suffer 
the Jews upon any terms, to proceed 


upon the project of rebuilding the 


city and temple. 
These commissioners were prevail 
ed upon, by bribes and fair words, to 
slacken their diligence in the dispatch 
and prosecution of their orders; and 
during the course of this delay, Cyrus 
was so taken up in war with the Mas- 
sagetes (Where he lost his life) that he 
could not attend to the execution of 
the work, and knew nothing at all of 
the matten, MW rows e 
Upon the death of Cyrus, Artax- 


erxes succeeded to the empire, and 
had an address presented him from 
Syria and Phenice, and from the Am- 


monites, Moabites, and Samaritans. 

The tenor of it was as follows: 

- This is to give you, great fir, to un- 

derſtand, that the Fews who were car- 
ed awayto Babylon, are now retur-: 

ned to their former eats, and into 
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our country, where they are buſy up 


deſervedly deftroyeds for ſeditious 


hractices. 


walls, and renewing the temple / and 
if they perſiſt in theſe works, you may 


ſubmit to ſerve, if they once get it into 
| their power to commanl. 


the temple, to lay before you the true 
 flate of the caſe, before it is tos late. 
. Review tie hiſtory of 
ceſſors, and you ſhall there find the 


| Zews from generation to generation, 


rebellion. he SSSI SAY D! 
And we are further to lay before 
you, that it appears to us, from divers 
| concurring circumſtances, that if they 


deſign into execution, you will find 
Hour communication cut of with 
| Phenice and Celo- ria. 


impetuous, was incensed beyond de- 
gree at these representations; and 


9 1 
— * 


lowing answer: 


, 
—— 


KING 


the rebuilding of a city that was moſt . 


|". They are ſetting up markets, and 
places of commerce; repairing the 


aſſure yourſelf, that they will neuer 


Mie account it our duty, fir, in this 
| heat: and zeal, for the rebuilding of 


ur prede- - 


to be the enemies of all crowned heads ; 
and that this very city was juſtly lard 
waſte and deſolate, for the crime of 


are permitted to carry their preſent 


Artaxerxes, by nature turbulent and 


therefore returned the states the fol- 


SY 
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Pzenice and 


KING ARTAXERXES TO RATHUMus 
His HISTORIOGRAPHER; BEELTETH- | 


MUS AND -+SEMELLIUS,, THE SCRIBE, | 
AND OTHER INHABITANTS OF SAMA- | 


RIA, AND. PHENICE, GREETING: 


7.22 the 8 of your e 


dareſs, I have cauſed a diligent | 


earch to be made into the hiſtory o 
former times, according to hour re- 
queſt, and I find your 3 ub 


the city of Jeruſalem to be true, and 
te Jews have ever been a rebellious, 
and anti-monarchiat fort of 


people ; 


** 


turbulent and reſtieſs, an. u I | 


addicted to innovations. 4 


Lind litevoiſe, that done . rs have | 


a v fierce anduiolent, ang extor- 
tionale in their taxes and impoſitions, 
to the be degree of oppreſſion, as 

Celo- r ay ny ; 


4 gainſt them. 
—— I do ee, you to 00 


hofe them with all your might, in the 


rebuilding of the city, for as they 


grow in power, they vil certainly in- 


creaſe in malice, and behave them- 
felves as ſeditiouſly to the præſent go- | 
vernors, as they hade done in N 
Safe to former ing. 
Rathumus and Semellius, the * I 
tes: had no sooner read this man- 


date, than they set out, with many 


others, for Jerusalem; ; whither having 


arrived with the utmost expedition, 


they put an absolute stop, both to the 
rebuilding the city and the temple; 
so that it was retarded from that pe- 


riod, to the second year of FO] 


the king of Persia. 
Artaxerxes, after he had reigned 


31 


* 


8 


„ 


mean e Böen 
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six years, and subdued Egypt, RES) 
at Damascus, in his return _ that 
——— | 

The Magi being cut off, in whose 
hands, for a full year after his death, 


the ere rested; it was after- 


wards trenslated by the seven Satrapœ 
or eminent families of the Persians, 
and by common consent conferred on 


Darius, the son of Hystaspes. 
Darius before he arrived at the re- 


gal dignity, made a solemn vow to 


the Lord, that if ever he came to the 
throne, he would send all the holy 
vessels that were at Babylon to the 
temple at Jerusalem; and it happened 
about that time, that Zerubbabel, who 
was declared the prince or captain of 


the Jewish captives, came from Jeru- 


salem to Darius. i 
Zerubbabel was admitted into the 

king! s peculiar favour and confidence, 

and 8 with two other great 
en, the he niche nes 


of Stab: ” 
\ 2 in 1 the first year of his reign, 
gave a splendid and magnificent en- 
tertainment, not only to his on cour- 
tiers, but to the princes and nobility 
of the Medes and Persians, the gene- 


ral officers of all India and Ethiopia, 
and the commanders, of a hun _ 


ang twenty-seven Provinces. 
Upon the breaking up of the com- 
pany, when the entertainment was 
over, yy" retired every man to his 
And Darius, in the 
after a short slum- 
ber, that he could not compose him- 


self, fell into discourse on different 


topics, with his three favourite offi- 


cers telling them in the end, That he 


had ſome a: to _ them; and 


for 


"of the royal blood. 


: * 
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for their encouragement, he that 


' ſhould give him the moſt reaſonable 
and 


the honour to be cloathed m purple, 


drink in a golden cup, fleeþ upon gold, | 


ride in a chariot with harneſs of gold, 
wear A filk'* Nara, and a golden 
chain; have the next place to himpelf 
in council, and be accounted as one 
After this, he put his questionMo 
them in order, o the first, if there 
was any thing stronger than wine? 
To the second, the same question 
again, of the strength of kings? And 
to the third, what he _— of the 
strength of women? Or, 

truth, perhaps, above all the regt. 
Upon the putting of these qui 
to them, he left his officers t. 

der of the matter. | 


Early in the morning, he called to- 
gether all the princes of the Medes 
lated bungelf upon 


and Persians, w 
and governors, p 
. the seat of justice, and caused the 


guards of his body to be sent for im- 


mediately, while they gave their opi- 


nions severally and publicly upon 


what he had proposec. 
The first began upon the subject 
of the strength of wine; 


sing the assembly. 4 


I take upon me to pronounce wine 


ſuperior to all other powers whatjo- 
ever. 
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eee anſwer ſhould have | 


nally,” of 


consi- | 
I not what he did in the heat of liquor. 
For which reaſon I cannot but took 


thus addres- | 


For it intoxicates the minds 


and underſtandinge of all thoſe that 


drink too plentiſully of it. | 
lt puts the greateſt prince into the 
condition of a child, 


he dc 


* This was a rich ornament for the head, worn by 
emperors, kings, and great personages among the eastern 


| 
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It ſets the flave at liberty, even to 


the forgetting of his chains; and 


makes the beggar as rich and as great 
as an emperor. OTE wes - 

It changes and elevates the ſprynts, 
wherever it takes poſſeſſion. 5 

It enlivens the heavy hearts of the 
miſerable; pays all debts; and ve- 
lieves men in all "manner necęſſi- 
Les. © DOE TORT Dr LAT 

It mithes the mean pufiullanimous 


" 


| wretch, affett the air of the braue and 
noble, 
Ver ſon da. 


without reſpect: to things or 
It makes men forget their moſt inti- 
mate familiars and friends, and un- 
gratefullytreat their neareſt relations, 
as if they were the moſt hatęſul ſtran- 


ies | gers; and then when a perſon has re- 


covered from a debauch, he remembers 


upon wine as ſtrongeſt in its effect.” 

When the first had fimished his dis- 
cuss10n' of the power of wine; the se- 
cond stood up for the power of king's, 
in preference to all other, which he en- 
deavoured to prove after this man- 
Ber nt, S ISAS 453 eee 

It is beyond arſpbute, that God has 
made man maſter of all things under 
the ſun, ſo far as to command them, 
to make uſe of them, and apply them 
to neceſſary purpoſes of life; but 
whereas men have only a dominion 
over other ſublunary creatures, kings 
have an authority even over men 


| themſelves, and a right of ruling them 
ſuperior to thoſe that are maſters of 


all WMngs elſe, hath a juſt title to pre. 


people in former times, 


cedence, 
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 Fedence, and to be accounted ſupreme, 
having no earthly things above them. 
Men princes find it convenient to 
expoſe the perſons of their ſubjetts to 
warns and dangers, they obey them, 
without any reluctance, let the hazard 
be -what it will; whether bodies to 
Bodies, or in the attack of walls or 
works, forcing of paſſes, or as it often 
happens, in contending with nature 
ieh. We ſee how frankly they offer 
thempelves ether to kill or be killed, in 


the execulion of their princely,orders; | 


and then in cafe of a vittorgyat, laſt, 
he honour and profit of the whote 
redoundsto the king. ol 


"Thus much for the military part; | 
and the fame reaſon holds good in the | {Mii 
common. buſineſs of life, whether the | ! 
countryman plows , foros, dig Fo and 


fweats, to ſupply the king's ſtores out 
of his toil and labour, or whatſoever 


he commands, it muſt be obeyed, with- | 


out expoſtulation:or delay.  _ 
Me king, while the people are thus 


labouring for him, takes his fill of 
every delicate pleafure, fleeps in jecu- | 


rity, with hig guards about him, un- 
der an indiſpenſable obligation of the 
cloſeſt and moſt watchful attendance ; 
noridares a man amongſt them cloſe 
has eyes whale his maſter is at Teſt ; 


for'the king's buſineſs is theirs, with- | 


out any ſort: of liberty to attend to 
any other; ſo that nothing certaindy 
can be ſtronger than the force of that 


power which the whole multitude obeys 


to all intents and purpoſes. — 


After this declamation upon the 


wer of kings, Zerubbabel stog up 
in vindication of women and truth, 
and thus enforced his argument. 


O's : = 7 * — 
. 1 * ? 
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= The power of ꝛbꝛ ne 2s not lo be de- 
nied, neither is that of kings, that ties 
"up jo many millions of men in one 


common bond of allegiance; but the _ 


| fuper-eminence of women, \notwith- 
| fkandtng, exceeds all this; for the mo- 
ther of the king was before the king 
| himjelf, and kings are but the gifts of 

| the women, who brought them into 


F 


| the world; and women are likewiſe 


ln mothers and nurſes of thoſe that 
cultivate our vines and dreſs our 
n FITS FOE A 
| There is not any thing we can pre- 
bend to, but what we either directly or 
ꝛnsirectij receive from tnlem. 
Ney have a hand in the govern- 


e PE, 
The fight of a beautiful woman 
l daring attachs 

| ments tothe poſſeffion of her charms: 
Momen have the power to make us 

abandon our very country and rela- 
tions, and frequently to forget the beſt 
Friends we have in the world; and 
| forjake every other comfort, to live 
and die with them. 3 
I may further add, that ruhen we. 
have compaſſed ſea and land, for 
every thing that 1s rich and curious 
in nature, do not we refign all to the 
_ diſpoſal of ſome woman, who reigns 
hole miſt reſs of our hearts? How have 
| Teen a king in the very meridian of 
| has glory, ſubmit to the higheſt indig- 
nity, from the hand of his concubine ? 


| Nor was this all, for ſhe would take 


+ be 


© 
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the crown from the king's head, and 


* fet it upon her own; and he, weak 
man, was ſ% mfatuated with her 
| beauty, as to condeſcend 40 any foole- 


Ty, in order to pleaſe her, or ſuffer | 


hamfelf to be treated juſt as her ca- 
 fprace might direct. | 

The princes and nobility were not 
a little amazed at the freedom used 
by Zerubbabel in vindication of his 
argument; however, he proceeded 
to the discussion of the last point, 
which was the article of truth. 

I have delivered my opinion upon 
thie ſulject of women. But after all, 


neither they nor kings are comparable | 


tothe trreſiſtable force of truth. For 


allowing the vaſt magnitude of the 


earth, the hetghth of the heavens, 
and the unſpeakable fwiftneſs of the 


motion of the fun, and that all this 
and the holy temple there, and or- 
be granted withal, that God is juſt 


ig ordered by a divine hand, it muſt 


and true, and conftquently thattruth 


15 of all things imaginable, the moſt 


powerful, fince neither error or juj- 
tice can prevail againſt it. 
As ſor every thing elſe that paſſes 


for great in the world, they are mor- 


tal and ſhort-lived, but truth alone is 
wnchangeable and everlaſting; the 
benefits we receive from it are ſubject 
to no variations or viciſſitudes of 
lime and fortune, but righteous and | 
raised himself from his throne, em- 
| braced his adviser, and dispatched 


warrantable, and without any ſtain 
of anaquity or reproach, 
- Zerubbabel had the universal ac- 


clamation of the audience, for the 


excellent things he delivered: and 
they all agreed with him, that truth 
was incorruptible, and the only bles- 
sing under the sun that was not lia- 


ble to alteration and decay; so that 


. 
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' preference on this occafion, my hum 


the king, as an instance of his full 
satisfaction in this answer to the 
question, bade him take his choice 
out of what he had promised him, 
and he would freely grant it him. 
For, says he, addressing himself 
to Zerubbabel, You ſhall have the 
| preference in my efteem above all 
' other men, in confideration of the' 


| ſuperiority of your wiſdom and un- 


: derſtanding above that of. your com- 
: pantons. And from this time for- 
ward, you ſhall have the firſt place of 
: honour next to my own perſon, and 
tand adopted into the royal family. 
' Zerubbabel embraced this oppor- 
tunity to remind the king of a for- 
mer vow he had made; which was, 


2 


1 4 ö | 
that if he ever came to the crown, 


| he would immediately apply him- 


self to the rebuilding of Jerusalem, 


der a restitution to be made of all 
the sacred vessels and utensils that 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken away from 
thence, and carried to Babylon. 

: Now, says he, fince your majeſty 
| has done me the honour of reputing 
me a wiſe man, and giving me the 


ble requeſt ts, that ou will now dif- 
1 C harg e YOUYT Vow, and #1 ulfil your Pro- 
mi ſe. EF. 


| The king, upon this challenge 


; mandates to his governors and great 
: officers, to conduct Zerubbabel, and 
those who go along with him, to their 
journey's end, and to assist him in 
the rebuilding of the temple. 

He wrote letters also to the ma- 


gistrates of Phenice and Syria, to 
5 T | provide 
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provide carriages for the transport- 


ing of the cedar to Jerusalem, that 
was cut down in Lebanon, and to af- 


ford them all possible assistance in 
their undertaking. 


The king likewise gave charge to 


exempt all the Jews that should now 
return out of this captivity, from the 
burden of an 12 tax or duty, 
and to leave 14 at liberty in their 
persons, as well as in their estates, 
without either restraint or tribute. 

Also he commanded the Edomites, 
Samaritans and the people of Celo- 
Syria, to restore all those lands to 
the Jews that had been formerly in 
their possession, and to contribute 
fifty talents over and above, toward 
the erecting of the temple; and as- 
signed them out of his own bounty 
whatever should be found necessary, 
either in sacerdotal habits or other- 
wise, for the due regulation of every 


part and branch of that important 


He moreover assigned them or- 
ans also to accampany the voices of 
| To Levites, and ordered a certain 
Proportion of land for the enter- 
tainment. of the officers and. keepers 
both of the city and the temple, by 
way of an annual pension; con- 
firming every thing, in fine, that 


n 


Cyrus had formerly resolved upon, 
the restoration of the Jews, and their 


holy vessels. ER tt 

_ Zeraubbabel, having thus obtained 
the summit of his wishes at the hand 
of king Darius; he no sooner had 


left his presence, than he addressed 
the throne of divine grace, to return 
God unſeigned thanks for the honour |. 
he had received from the king, in the 


k 


mediately in an universa 


I 


— 
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reputation of his wisdom, beyond the 


rest of his competitors, which he 
acknowledged to be only the distin- 
guishing effect of his goodness; con- 


cluding his thanksgiving witha prayer 


for the success of his undertaking ; 


and then went his way to his country- 
men at Babylon with the joy ful news 
of their deliverance. 


Upon these tidings, r, joined im- 

thanksgiv- 
ing for the promise of this restora- 
tion to their native country. And 
after the solemnity was over, they 
devoted seven successive days to feast - 


ing, and indicated such tokens of 


general joy, that the day of their re- 


deption and return, seemed as the 
first day of a new life to them. | 


The heads of the tribes made 


choice of those that were to go upon 


this expedition, providing horses, 
and other beasts of burden, and car- 


riages for their wives and children, 
and taking those troops along with 
them which Darius had appointed for 


a convoy. | ee ace 
In this manner they passed their 
time cheerfully upon the way, with- 


pipes and cymbals playing before 
them, and the whole multitude dan- 


eing and rejoicing after the music. 
There was a select number chosen 
out from every tribe; but as men- 


tioning them singly, would rather tire 


than instru& the reader, we shall 
only take notice of the distinct 
/ ²˙•¹ie... ͤ ͤ oe 023 2 

There were of the tribe of Judah 
and Benjamin, forty-two thousand, 


three hundred and sixty. 


After thete came four thousand and 


seventy Levites; and a promiscuous 


multitude 


— 
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multitude of women and children, 
to the number of forty thousand se- 
ven hundred and forty-two. | 


- Of the stock of the Levites there 


were an hundred and twenty eight 
singers; a hundred and ten porters, 


and of others that served and assisted 
in the sanctuary, three hundred and 


twenty-two. | 


There were also six hundred and 


fifty-two, that called themselves Is- 
A but could not prove their ex- 
traction. ee 
There were others that had taken 


wives, whose genealogy could not 


be made out, either from the Levites 


or sacerdotal records; and these were 


accounted unqualified for the holy 


function, to the number of five hun- 
dred and twenty- five. ont 

The train of servants that attend- 
ed them was reckoned at seven thou- 
sand three hundred and tnirty-seven. 
Single men and women, two hun- 
dred and thirty five. Camels, four 
hundred and thirty-five; and other 


beasts of carriage, five hundred and 


twenty-five. 


The leader of this multitude was 


Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, of 
the tribe of Judah, and the race of 
David; and with him was Teshua, 
the son of Jozadak, and Mardochæus, 
and Serebæus, which two were chosen 
to the command, by the suffrage of 
the tribes, and contributed at their 


own charge, a hundred pound of 


gold, and five thousand pound of sil- 
ver, towards the expence of this ex- 
pedition. | | | 

This was the order and manner of 
the march of the Priests and Eevites, 
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— 


— 


| 


439 


along with them in their return from 
Babylon to Jerusalem, the rest fol- 


lowing after by degrees, till in the 


end they all went back to their own 


habitations. 


In the seventh month after their 


departure from Babylon, Jeshua the 
| High-Priest, and Zerubbabel their 
prince, sent messengers throughout. 
the land, to summon the people to 
à general meetin 


at Jerusalem, in 
consequence of which they gathered 
together with great cheerfulness. 
Upon this meeting, there was 
erected an altar to sacrifice upon, 
according to the appointment of God 
by his servant Moses, and it was 
raised upon the same place where it 
stood before. This proceeding gave 
eat offence to the neighbouring na- 
tions, who had a mortal aversion, 
both to the people, and to whatever 


they did. It fell out just upon the 
east of tabernaeles, according to the 


Mosaical institution; after that came 
the daily oblations, and the sacrifice of 


the sabbaths, and of the new moons, 


and of the holy feasts; all those that 
had made any vow came likewise to- 


perform it, from the first day of the: 
seventh month. | 


They entered them upon the build- 
ing of the temple, and expended: 
vast sums of money upon workmen. 


and builders of all sorts; and upon 
provisions, for those that assisted in 
the carria 


of materials. The Si- 


donians contributed liberally towards 
this work, bringing down cedar- 
trees in abundance from Lebanon, 
which 
they 


and framing them into boats, 


= 


: 


they brought into the port of Joppa, 
1 bad been ee, Y a 5 
Cyrus, and after him by Darius. 

It was now the second month of 
the second year after the return of 
the Jews, when the foundations of 
the temple being already laid, they 
began on the first day of December 


with the superstructure, committing 


the care of the building to the whole 
family of the Levites, of twenty 
years of age and upward, and like- 
Wise to 7eſbua, with his sons and 
brothers; and to Kadmiel, the bro- 
ther of 7udah, and the son of Ami- 
nadab, and to his sons, who were all 
so diligent and industrious in the dis- 
charge of their commissions, that the 
fabric went forward beyond expec- 


ments; ys the, Levites, and the 


= © '& » 
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The report of this noise of trum. 
pets, with a confused clamour- and 
mixture of joy and. sorrow. being. 
brought to, the Samaritans, they has- 
tened in great multitudes to learn. 
the cause of it; and finding that it 
was ocoasioned by the return of the 
Jews from the captivity at Babylon, 
and that they were now eat work up- 
on the rebuilding of their temple, 
they went immediately to Zerubba- 
bel, and Jeshua with the chief of the 
tribes, and desired that they them- 
selves might like wise be admitted to 
assist in the undertaking, upon terms 
in common with the rest. For, ſaid 


they, we worſhap. the ſame God, value 


| ourſelves upon the glory of the ſame. 


profeſſion, and upon the love and 
hractice of the ſame. religion, from 
te very days of Shalmanezer, the 
king of Afſyria, who tranſported: us: 


out of Media, into this land. 


The answer to the request was, 
vith one voice, that they could not 


take them into a partnership in the 


building, because formerly Cyrus, 
and after him Darius, had assigned 
the building of it to their particular 
care; but that they should have li- 


beriy, if they thought fit, to worship 


there, without exception to any man, 


and that it should be open to all peo- 


| ple indifferently, who were disposed 


to serve God in it. 1 


The Cuthites (for so were the Sa- 


maritans called) were so offended at 


5 


this refusal, that they stirred up the 


' Syrians to apply themselves to the 
great men as they did at first, under 
Cyrus, and afterward under Artax- 


erxes, that a stop might be put tothe 


progress of the building, by * 
ER the 


. * 
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the diligence of those that were in- 
trusted with the dispatch of the 
work. 9285 VVV 
There went up to Jerusalem at 
this time, S %nnes, the governor of 


Syria and Phenice, and Sathirabu- 


zanes, with some others, and de- 
manded of some of the principal men, 
by what authority this temple was to 
be built, as it resembled a castle ra- 
ther than a temple, and to what end 
the walls of the city were made $0 
thick and strong, and the gates so 
fortified? Zerubbabel and Jeshua 
made answer, that they were the ser- 
vants of the most high God, to whose 
honour this temple was built, and to 
his service it was dedicated by the 
greatest, the happiest, and the wisest 
prince that ever sat upon that throne, 
and that it had stood firm for many 
ages, till in the end, for the wicked- 


ness of their forefathers, the city, 


by God's permission, was taken, and 


destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar the - 


king of Babylon and Chaldea, the 
temple pillaged, and laid in his ashes, 
and the people carried away captive 
into Babylon; but that when Cyrus 
came to the government of Persia 

and Babylon, he ordered, by his 
royal proclamation, the rebuilding of 
the temple, and restoring cf all the 

donations and vessels that had been 
taken by Nebuchadnezzar,. which 


were delivered to Zerubbabel, - and 


his treasurer, to be transported to 


Jerusalem, and deposited there again 


in the temple; that by the command 
of the same king, Sisinnes was sent 
to that city to attempt the speedy 
execution of the work; that upon re- 
ceipt of the king's letters, he came in 


| 


day. 
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all haste, and immediately laid the 
foundation; and that from that time 
forward their enemies had been still 
endeavouring, by all the means their 


| malice could suggest, to impede and 


obstru& the prosecution of their de- 


signs. As by an application to Da- 


rius, they might have been assured of 
the truth of what they told them; and 
as they did not think it expedient to 
interrupt their progress without the 
knovledge of the king, they therefore 
agreed among themselves to write to 
him immediately about this matter. 
The Jews were not a little solicitous 
and apprehensive, lest the king, up- 
on this application, should counter- 
mand the orders he had given, till 
Aggeus, and Zacharias, two prophets 
among them at that time, bade them 
be of good cheer, and fear nothing 
from the Persians, for they were cer- 
tainly informed of God's holy will 


and pleasure touching that affair. The _ 


people so absolutely depended upon 


this encouragement, that they labou- 


red more incessantly without the in- 
termission so much as of one single 


When the Samaritans had laid an 
accusation against the Jews before 
Darius, objetting against them the 
fortifying of the city, and the erect- 


ing of a strong place that looked more 


like a citadel than à temple, setting 
forth that this was not at all for the 


king's service, and shewing also the 


epistle of Artaxerxes, by which he 
had forbidden and hindered it before, 
as a practice that was neither profi- 


table nor safe for the public; when 
they had represented all this, and the 


king had received and considered of 
these 


 - orders, not to appe 


442 . 
these letters, he ordered the royal 


\. memorials to be consulted upon this 


0 subject; and upon the search, there 


was found at Echatana, a castle in 
Media, a certain book, 
written to this effect: 


Jt was ordained by king Cyrus, in 


Mid wer of bir rites; that the 
temple of God ſhould be rebuilt at Je- 


- ruſalem, fixty cubils in height, and 


as many in breadth, and the altar in 
it; that there ſhould be in the walls 


wherein was 


three rows 7 poliſhed marble, and one 


, wood, of the growth: of the coun- 
- try, and the charge of it to be de- 


rayed out of the king's treaſury; 


that the holy veſſels which Nebuchad- 
nezzar had taken, out of the temple, 
ſhould be carried back to Feruſalem, 


and reſtored; that the ſuperintend- 


x ance of this work ſhould be committed 


to Sinnes, the governor of Syria and 
- * Phenace, and to his companions, with 
ear at Jeruſalem 
_ themſelves, but to leave the building 
_ of the temple to the 2 the ſervants 

of God, and to the chief of their tribes; 


but" to ſupply them, however, out of 


the taxes upon the province, and to 


furniſh them for their ſacrifices, with 


Bulls, rams, &c. and whatever elſe the 


prieſts ſhould defire, who were to pray 
ko God for the welfare and happineſs 
of the king of Perſia, and of his peo- 


ple, and that whoſoever ſhould preſume | 
£ | three and twentieth day of the ele- 
| venth month, which the Jews called 
Adar, the Macedonians, the Priests 


lo act contraryto this mandate, ſhould 
bie forthwith taken and hanged up, 
_— n with the ad- 


whoever ſhould dare to oppoſe or for- 
bed the progreſs of this work, God 
would ſtrike him with a vengeance as 
a judgment upon him for his iniquity. 


* 
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formed himself upon the matter of 


66 


66 


appointment. 


stand how the 


dition of a curſe, over and above, that | 


* 


When Darius, upon a search in- 
to the transactions of Cyrus, had in- 
fact in question, he wrote back to 


Sisinnes and his colleagues, to this 
„„ ; 


KING DARIUS TO SISINNES, THE Mas. 
TER OF HIS HORSE; AND TO SATHRA. 


_  BUZANES, AND THE OTHER MAGIS- 


TRATES WITH HIM, GREETING. 


1 send you a copy of Cyrus's let- 
ter, transcribed out of his re- 


* cords, and it is my will and plea- 


“sure, that all things may be done, 
* according to the Sirofli6n of that 
Fare you well.“ 
ave them to under- 
King Stood disposed; 
so that Sisinnes, and the rest agreed 


This letter 


among themselves, to comply in all 


res pects with the king's orders and 
command; and undertaking the care 
of the fabric, they assisted the Jews 
and their magistrates, and carried on 
the work so unanimously, that the 


building was erected according to the 


command of Cyrus and Darius, and 


finished within the compass of seven 


years; the prophet Aggeus and Za- 


charias, in the mean time prophesy- 


« 


In the sixth year of Darius, and 


and Levites, with the people of Israel, 
offered in sacrifice a hundred bullocks, 
two hundred rams, four hundred 
lambs, and twelve goats, as sin- offer- 


ings, for the twelve tribes, in acknow- 


ledgment 


former state, and to his 


 . Boox VII. 
| Jedgment of the blessing of their de- 
liverance e eee their 


in a new temple. _ | 4; 
The priests and levites had their 


\ Porters at every gate, accoruing to 


the law, the Jews having built galle- 
ries round about the temple. 


The feast of unleavened bread was 


now drawing on, and in the first 
month, which the Macedonians called 


anthicus, and the Jews Ni/an, the 
people flocked from all places to the 


city, where they celebrated that festi- 
val, together with their wives and 


children, after the practice of their 
forefathers, with all the solemnity 


usual on the oecasion. | 


Upon the fourteenth day of the 
aso ver, 


first month, they held the 


and kept together rejoicing for seven 


days after; offering up sacrifices and 


thanksgiving to God, for restoring 
them to the possession and enjoyment 
of their native country, their ancient 
laws and religion, and for disposing 


the heart and inclination of the king, 


so favourably toward them. | 
They spared no cost in the celebra- 


tion of this festival, and so replanted 


themselves in Jerusalem, where they 

erected an aristocracy; for the sove- 

reign power was lodged in the high- 

priest, till the Asmonean family, upon 

a turn of affairs, entered upon the go- 

vernment, and erected it into a mo- 
narchy. 


Before the captivity, and for the 


space of five hundred thirty- two years, 
six months, and ten days, from the 


time of Saul and David, they were 


governed by kings, as they were like- 
wise before, though under the name 


y worship 
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of judges, and that form of govern- 
ment continued upwards of five hun- 
dred years, after the administration 
of Moses and Joshua. 


— has 


| 
| 


1 
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ö 
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This was the state of the Jews, at 


the time of the restoration under Cy- 


rus and Darius. 


But the Samaritans, who were an 


envious people, put them to much 
trouble; for they were powerful and 
wealthy, and claiming kindred- with 


the Persians, valued themselves upon 
the credit of their original. 
They murmured at the taxes that 

were laid upon them by way of con- 


tribution to the sacrifices, made an 


interest with the superintendent of the 


works, and, in short, either by them- 


sel ves, or others, improved all oppor- 


tunities of annoying the Jews. 


This disorder prevailed so far, that 


the senate and the people of Jerusa- 
lem, drew up a complaint against the 


Samaritans, and sent Zerubbabel with 


four more of his colleagues upon an 


embassy with it to Darius. 


When the king came to consider 
the crimes that were charged upon 
the Samaritans, he gave them a let- 


ter, addressed to the officers and lieu- 


tenants of that province, and the se- 
nate of Samaria, in words to thispur- 
port : „„ 
| TA 
7 
KING DARIUS TO TANGAR AND SAMBA. 
BA, THE MASTER OF THE HORSE AT 
SAMARIA, AND TO SADRACK, 'BOBE- 
LON, AND THE REST OF THEIR SUB- 
JECTS THERE, SENDETH GREETING. © 


JHEREAS I am den to Aner- 
fand by Zerubbabel, Ananias, 
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and 


— 
* 
s 
„ 

* 3 
n thu. YI 4 2 

4 5 U 

4 


4 . 
4 2 8 mu : 
Are 


„ * 


TO; 
and Mardocheus, on the part of the 
Jetos, that you ſtand accuſed of inter- 


. rupting and diſcouraging the rebuild- | 


ing of the temple, and of refuſing" to 
: 305 part in the charge of the +5; ſg 
fices which by, my order and command 
you ought to have done, 
Nuit to require you; upon the fight” 
- of this letter, Arthwith to fupply them 
out of my treaſury in Samaria, with 
whatſoever they ſhall want for the uſe 
their ſacrifices and workmanſhnp, to 
the end that they may offer up daily. 
prayers and oblalions, both for myſelf ' 
V e 


wy 


4 


nn, 


ARTAXERXES SUCCEEDS DARIUS, AND | 
FAVOURS THE'CAUSE OF THE JEWS. | 
-  NEHEMIAH  SUPERINTENDS' THE RE- | 
- BUILDING OF THE WALLS OF  JERU- | 
DORA ——k; 
RTAXERXES, who succeeded 
2 his father Darius in the govern- 
ment, seems to have inherited his 
piety and virtue, as he encouraged 
and promoted the designs of the 
Jews towards the advancement of 
their religion. Joachim the son of 
 Tehu, was at that time, high- priest, 
75 the name of the high- priest of 
the Jews that lived at Babylon, was 
Esdras, a man of most exemplary . 
piety and justice, nor had any one a 
_ fairer reputation among the people. 
He was so well versed in the Mosaic 
law, that the king had a particular 
esteem for him on that account. 


3 4 . 
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Upon a resolution taken to go to 


> Je rusalem, and to carry several of the 


63 
9 ras 


0 x 1 
2 „ my * 
* A 


Babylonian Jews along with him, e a 
desired such a letter from the king as 
might recommend him to the gover- 


nors and lieutenants of Syria, which 
he obtained to this purport: 


ARTAXERXES THE KING OF KINGS, TO + 


ES DRAS THE PRIEST, AND READER OF 
THE HOLY LAW OF GOD, GREETING. 


, 


my. ſeven counſellors, that what 


Tjfraehites ſoever within my dominions, 
with ther prięſts and Levites ſhall 
Henk fit to bear you company 2 | 
alem; I have, out of myroyal clemen- 
I, granted them free leave to goto Ju- 
dea, to worſhip according to the laws 
their country; and likewiſe. to take 
along with them all the gold and fil. 
ver, that your people throughout Ba- 


Hon ſhall contribute toward that ſer- 


| vice, for the buying of facrifices, to 
offer upon. the altar to your God, and 
z making ſuch veſſels of gold and 
ſilver, as you and your. brethien/hall _ 


$1486 Meeker bioogoet wlderomoa © 

It is alſo my. defire, that what is 
thus given you, be dedicated lo your 
God. - And 1f you ſhould have occaſion 
for any thing elſe, uſe your own dij- 
cretion, and ſupply your ſelf out of the 
public treaſure ; to which end I have 
already written to the officers that 
have the cuſtody of it, in Syria and 
Phenice, expressly commanding them 
to furniſh whatſoever » Efdras the 


prieſt, and reader of the law of God. 


Rall deſire, without any delay. 
And to the end that God may bro f. 


# LJ HEREAS 1 is ee? by ne and 


* 


per both me and mine, I will have an 


hundred. cores of wheat dedicated tg 
5 8 . God 


+ 


1 rg) * 
+54 4 
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God, according to the proviſion of the 


And I do ſtrictiy charge and require | 
of the magiſtrates, that they exact no- 
thing from the prieſts, Levites, holy | 


Angers porters, or. other officers . of 


the temple ; and that they lay no bur 


dens upon them. 


And for ee Eſdras, I do here- 


by give you full authority, according 
4 440 were all planted beyond the Eu- 


to the wiſdom you have received from 


above, to conſtitute judges that may 
*® fee juſtice done to the people through 


Syria and Phenice, that underſtand 


the law, and are conſcientious in their 
duty. And at the ſame time do y 


inſtrut# the ignorant, to the end that 


all tranſgreſſions againſt the law of 
God, and of the king, may be puniſhed 


according to their demerit. Fare- 
well, 5 


Upon the receipt of this letter, 


Esdras worshipped God, and gave 


thanks, NN to his gracious ro- 


vidence all the benefits and favours 


they had received from the king; Who 


served but as the instrument of com- 

municating the divine blessings. 
The Jews of that country were 

upon this occasion, summoned to a 


general meeting at Babylon, where 


the letter was read, and the copy of 


it *transcribed, and sent away to be 


communicated to all the Jews of Me- 


dia; but Esdras kept the original him 
| | dred talents of silver vessels, twenty 


welt; 


This instance of the king's piety | 


towards God, and off the respect and 


kindness he had for Esdras, was an 
agreeable surprise to the people, inso- 
much that great numbers of them 


packed up their effects, and hastened 
away to Babylon, with a full purpose 
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to return to 


£ — —— 


- 
En, but there 


were then another sort of Israelites, 
who being accustomed to the place, 


and settled in their habitations chose 


rather to continue where they were. 


This seems to be the reason, that 
there were two tribes to be found in 


Asia and Europe, under the Roman 
emperor... A 
As for the other ten tribes, they 


phrates, and so prodigiously enereased 


that their number was scarcely to be 


computed. [ge b eie NG a 
The publication of this recommen- 


datory testimonial, brought over mul- 


titudes to Esdras, not only priests and 
Levites, but temple 3 singers, 
and other officers and servants apper - 
taining thereto. \ att 


_ Esdras appointed those, that were 


disposed to return out of captivity to 


rendezvous at the river Euphrates, 

where, after three days fast, and the 
solemnity of offering vows and pray- 
ers for a safe and prosperous journey, 
they began their march on the-twelfth 


| day of the first month, in the seventh 
year of the reign of Artaxerxes, and 


got to Jerusalem in the fifth month 
of the same year, where Esdras imme- 
diately delivered out the money he 
brought, to the priests that had the 
custody of the Holy treasure; six hun- 
dred and fifty talents of silver, a hun- 


talents of vessels of gold, and twelve 

talents of fine brass, that was even 
more precious than gold itself. 

These were the bounties of the 

king and his friends, and of the Israel- 
ites that continued in Babylon; 

When Esdras had acquitted himself 

5 X of 


n 


their duty, 


3 =” 


of this PEW ks offered unto God 


burnt· offerings, according to the di- 
reftion of the law, twelve bulls for | 
the whole people of Israel, seventy- 
two sheep and lambs, and twelve 


ts for a sin- offering 
He delivered also the kid#s let- 
ter to the stewards and governors of 


| Phenice and Celo-syria, who held the 


Israelites in great esteem, and readily 
supplied them with whatever they 
wanted, whose undertaking and coun- 
eil, in every respect, seemed to have 


been distinguished by peculiar tokens 


of the divine bless in 
Having ee and regulated 
thein affairs, Esdras received informa- 


tion, that some of the priests and Le- 


vites had departed from the law, and 

by marrying into foreign 

families, and thereby confounding rar 
zacerdotal race. 

Appplication was thereforg made to 

him, that he would assert the observa- 


tion of the laws, lest God in his 


wrath, for the iniquity of a few, 
should avenge himse ſ 
body of people. 

Esdras, upon this complaint, rent 
his cloaths, for very grief, tearing his 
hair off from his head and beard, and 
casting himself upon the ground in 
despair; for there were so many great 
men concerned in tis abomination, 
that he thought it would be to no 
purpose to lay any injunction upon 
them, to part with their wives and | 


children, so that he continued still de. 


sponding, with his face 855 the 


All the dank 5 retained: -any 
sense of goodness and reverence for | 


_ the laws of God and their W [ 


1 
I 
* 


kupon the whole | 
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athered together about him to con- 
ole with him, and to bo a e = 
[his SOrrows. 
Esdras in the mean time, holding 


p 


up his hands, said, 


Thou, O God, knoweſt Tam aſhamed 
to lift ub my eyes to heaven on the be- 
half of thefe people, when I conſider, 
| _ after all the dreadful judgments 
on their anceſtors for diſobedience, 
F ey do yet go on in the Nene of: their 
forefathers. | 
But, Lord, thy mercy is infinite ; 5 
 wherefore, have ily [ WA thee upon 
this mijerableremnant of thy diſtreſſed 
ſervants. And as thou haſt been gra- 
crouſly pleaſed to bring them home 
again, perfect the work of thy redemp- 
7 25 in the pardon of ther prefent 
tranſgreſton. 

It 4 confeſſed, that they defervi to 
dig - their iniquity; but their truft 
is in th 4 gooanefs. 

While the 205 priest was pros- 
trating hims of at the throne of di- 

vine grace, in behalf of his nation and 
people, amidst'a throng of men, wo- 
men, and children, there came to him 
one Jechonias, a man of quality in 
Jerusalem, with a public confession 
and declaration of the sin they were 
| all guilty of, that contrary to the law, 
they had married strange women, ad- 


all that had so done, to turn away all 
their wives and the children they had 
by them, and to enjoin a severe pu- 
nishment on those that should refuse 
to. submit to that decree. 

Esdras approved the counsel, and 
took an oath of the chief priests and 
Levites, and of all Israel, to —_ _ 


r oe atoctl 
NTP Aer 


vising him to impose an dath upon > 
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After this transaction, he vent 
from the temple to the chamber of 

2anan, the son of Eliasib, where he 
spent that whole day without, eating 
any thing, through the great anxiety 
F; m ßßßßß))ßßßßßßßß 
Hie then commanded by proclama- 
tion, all those people that were re- 


turned out of captivity, to meet at Je- 


rusalem in two or three days; and in 
case of any failure, either through 
neglett or contempt, annexed, as a 
* Fenn ex communication and con- 

Wichin three days, the two tribes 
of Judah and Benjamin assembled, on 
the twentieth day of the ninth month, 
which the Hebrews call Thebeth, and 


the Macedonians Apellæus. And 


when they had placed themselves in 


the upper patt of the temple, the el- 
ders being there present, Esdras stood 


up and informed them, saying, 
_ That whereas they were all guilty 


of a grievous fin, who in contempt of 


therr country's laws, had entered into 
marriage with ſtrangers, they had no 

way to recover God's favour, and to 
fJecure themſelves from his vengeance, 
but by utterly caſting off the women 
they had ſo taken. 


. RS : r 
After this declafalion of Esdras, 


they upanimously signified their ap- 
probatien of his counsel, and rea- 
diness to comply with it; but the 
number being very great, the season 
extremely cold, . the business of 


great importance, they looked upon 


it as a thing that required time and 
consideration to accomplish: so that 
upon this reflection, it was proposed 


that a commission of enquiry might 


OF THE HOL BIBLE. 


* 


scation of their goods to the holy 


peace- offerings. 
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be issued out to a select number of 


eminent men and: elders, who were 


free from the general charge. 
This motion was -unanimously re- 


.ceived and approved, and upon the 
first day of the tenth month, they en- 

tered upon the inquisition, which con- 
tinued till the first day of the month 


following. Upon this 7 they 
found great numbers of the relations 

of Jeshua, the high-priest, as well as 
of other priests and Levites, and the 
rest of the Israelites, who being in the 


common transgression, joined imme- 


diately in the abagdoning their wives 
and children, preferring the solemn 
injunRion of obedience to the laws 
of God, to all the tics of paternal af- 
fection. „CC 

After this solemnity, they offered 
up rams according to custom, fot 
Thus did Esdras 
reform a gross abuse, and introduce 


a pious practice, that prevailed ever 
I 5 | 3 
In the seventh month was the feast 
of tabernacles, and almost the whole 
multitude of the Israelites were now 


met together upon the occasion, in 
that part of the temple which looks: 
towards the east, where Esdras at 
their request read the law of God 
unto them as he stood in the middle 
Hine 8 
This lecture continued from morn- 
ing to mid-day, to the great edifica- 
tion of all the hearers; for they were 
thereby not only given to understand 


the rules and measures of truth and 


righteousness, present and future; 


but their thoughts were also carried 


back to reflections upon things past, 
by a recital of the calamities that their 
e forefathers. 


* 
by 
ry 


TY . T 


. Ha enduted, only for the | 
violation of those laws, in the obser⸗ 
vance whereof they. might have been | | 


8e ure and hap 
his 

ing the pious effect it had upon their 
minds, bee them x o home, and set 
their a rest, for it was a kind 
of 1 30 on of the holy Solem- 


1 ity, to 100 upon a festival; where- 


ore he advised' them to be rather free 
| and merty, and to eat, drink, and re- 
3 Joice in honour of the day, exhort- 

1 chem not to make their repent- 


| Mol a mortification, any further than 


to secure them for the future, from a 
relapse into the same errors. 
The people were willing! therefore 
to follow his counsel, and celebrated 
the feast as they ought to do; so that 
after eight days spent in 'mirth and 
feasting, they returned every man to 


His own habitation; but not without 
For the” acknowledgments to Esdras, 
or the reformation he had wrought | 


712 


in the o vernment. 


By this meritorious service, Ke gain- 
ed infinitely upon the hearts and af 


fections of the people, so that he lived 


With honour, and died at Jerusalem in 
Aan advanced age, whete he had also a 


most magnificent burial. 
Jehoiakim, the Mb. priest. died 


also about the same time, and Eliasim 


8 x7 Succeeded him. 
: ere was among the Jewieh ea ap: 
l Piet 8 certain person Whose na 


Was Nehemiah: the butler, or cup-bea- l 
As he was walk- - 


rer to Artaxerxes. 


ing one day before Susa, the capital 
of Persia, he hap 
travellers t that ha 


1 exit to hear some 
come a * ec 


eee drew tears | 
from their eyes, and Esdras observ- 


A Cm EE AtsToRy 


| 


* 
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together into the ety, * 6 
ebrew one to another. 

Upon hit obs nde ited chem, 
Rem what quarter they” came ?' As 
they answered from Judea, he pro- 
ceeded to divers other questions con- 
cerning the Jews, and ene ite of their 
cit 

hey u Ainfdrigd we! That «fairs 
in a bad situation; that their 
walls were all pulled dow; and their 
country laid open to the outrages and 
incursions of their malicious neigh- 


bours; themselves carried away into 


captivity, and the highways strewed 
every Where with dead bodies. 

Nehemiah could not forbear weep- 
ing at this deplorable state of his 
countrymen and kindred: and with 


his eyes-towards heaven, he eried out 


to Almighty God. 
Tord, how long eng wilt. thou 


92 thy people to be trampled 


- 4 
and expoſed as a prey to mankin . 
While Nehemiah was at the gate, 
ande in the middle of his lamentations, 
one of the attendants brought him 
word, that the king was ready to go to 


supper; so that he hastened away in 


confusion and disorder to his duty. 
The king, after supper, being some- 

what more cheęrſul than before, and 

observing a beavinsss of countenance 


in Nehemiah, enquired the cause ? 


Alas, fir, ſays Nehemtah, after, 2 


orb cjaculator prayer, that God 


would give energy and perſuaſion to 
his words; ) how'ts it pofſuble for me 
to be otherwiſe, tham overwhelmed 
with grief and heavineſs of heart, 
when the plate of my nativity ts laid 
waſte and deſtroyed, Jeruſalem mate 


an heap, * vubbzſt, the gates * 
e 


the Jepulchres and monuments of my 
anceſtors broken, up, and the aſhes of 
the dead ſacrilegiouſiy prophaned ? 


Wow, fer, I have but one favour to 
requeſt of you, whach 15s, that I may 

have your royal leave to take 
ney thither, to help forward t 


The king granted his petition, and 


promised him letters recommendatory 
to the governors, through whose pro- 


vinces he was to pass, with orders to 
treat him with all manner of respect, 


and to supply him with whatever he 


wanted toward the work he was about. 


Wherefore the king encouraged him 
to set his heart at ease, and go on 


cheerfully in his service. 


Upon this assurance Nehemiah re- 


vived, and blessed God and the king 
upon finding so gracious a disposition 
in his favour. 1 


On the day following the king sent 


for Nehemiah, and gave him letters of 
credit to Sadeus, governor of Syria, 
Phenice, and Samaria, with orders 
and instructions to receive and assist 
him, as he had promised. 


Ae went first to Babylon, and from 
thence, with as many of his friends 
and companions as voluntarily offer- 
ed themselves to bear him company, 
he proceeded to Jerusalem, where he 


. arrived in the twenty- fifth year of 


the reign of Artaxerxes. And hav- 
ing first given his friends the sight 


of his credentials, he delivered them 


to Sadeus and his colleagues, accord- 


ing to the address. 


Alter this, he summoned a general 
meeting of the people up to Jerusa- 
lem, and harangued them in the tem- 


ple, after the following manner: 
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such an impression upon 
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You cannot, but ſee and underſtand 
ye men of Judea, that we are at this 
day under the power and Providence 
of the ſame Almag/tty and merciſul 


God, that. did 1 many great things 
for. our forefathers, Abraham, Iſadc, 

and Facob, out of. a gracious regard 
lo their piety and virtue; and it is by 


the favour of that God, that I haue 


noꝛu obtained leave from the king to 


| enter upon the rebuilding: of your 


walls, and the completing of the work 


o, the temple, that ts yet unfint- 
4 ET 25 


But be aſſured, that the nezghbour- 
ing nations are enemies to your under- 
taking, and will do all that is in their 
power to obſtruct your deſign, when 
they once ſee you heartily intent upon 
the work. I therefore recommend it 
to you. in the firſt place, to take 
courage, and caſt your ſelves upon God, 
who. will moſt certainly defeat all the 
practices o/ you enemies. And je- _ 
condly, that you apply to your bufe> 
neſs day and night, without intermijſ- 
fron, this being the proper ſeaſon for 
it | * 


Upon this Exhortation, Nehemiah 
immediately ordered the Magistrates 
to survey the ground, and take mea- 
sure of the walls. And according to 
that computation, to make an equal 
distribution of the work among the 
people, at so much a town, or vil- 
lage, as it should fall out in proportion; 
promising at the same time the as- 
sistance of himself, and of all that be- 
longed to him, to join in the service; 


and with these words he dismissed the : 


assembly N ; 
The authority of Nehemiah made 
the Jews that 


5 * «+ they 


o * — 
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they immediately applied chemselves 
to their business. 
The rumour of this vhierprine was 
no sooner brought to the Ammonites, 
the Moabites, the Samaritans, and 


Celo-Syrians, thanthey were enflamed 


with envy and resentment; and left 
nothing undone to obstruct the work, 
either by force or fraud. 
They layed in wait for the jews up 
and down in ambushes, and destroyed 
a great many of them by surprize. 
They kept ruffians in pay, to attempt 
the person of Nehemiah himself, a- 
larming the people with retended 
stories of invasion, that the multi- 


tude, terrified thereat, were ready to 


desist from the undertaking. But 
- Nehemiah firmly persisted, and un- 
der the security of a slender guard, 
wrought on without weariness or 
apprehension of danger. 5 

It was not for the make of his own 


aſety, or from the fear of death, 


that he made this provision; but he 


was well assured, that if he Should be 


1 


1 


cut off, his countrymen would never 


finish the building. So he gave or- 
ders for the future, that all the car- 
penters, masons, and other labourers, 
should work with their swords by 
their sides, and their bucklers, within 
2 convenient distance, in order to be 
ready upon occasion. 


He appointed wumpetem also ts. 


be posted within five hundred paces 


one of another, and upon any disco. 


very of an enemy, to give the alarm, 
that the 3 e have time to 


W 


2 


oe * 


3 


* This was the first time that the people were ever 
called Jews, or their Oe 19 0 8 and it was so called 
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stand to their arms, -without any dan- 
ger of a surprize. © | 
He went every night the round of 


the city, and his body was so inured 


to hard work, hard' fare, and watch- 
ing, that it was proof against all those 
diffieulties, so that he never eat or 
slept more than was necessary to sup- 
This was his course of 
jfe for two years and three months, 
during which he worked at the walls, 
which were finished in the eight and 
twentieth year, and the ninth een 
a the reign of Artaxerxes. 
Upon the perfecting of the fortifi 
cations, Nehemiah, and the people 


offered up their Sacrifice, and conti- 


nued together, for eight days, feast- 


ing and rejoieing, Which was very un- 
welcome news to the San when 


they came to understand it. 
Nehemiah reflecting, that the city, 
at that time was thin of inhabitants, 
he persuaded all the priests and levites 
thereabouts to take wp their habitati- 
ons in the city, and he would be at 
the charge of providing them houses. 
He ordered likewise the people in 


the country, that followed husband- | 


ry, to carry their tents into the city 
for the maintenance of the priests and 
levites, that they might not be divert- 


ed by any worldly cares from end 


ing the duty of their office. 
To this plan they readily agreed 
on all sides, by which means the city 
was, by degrees, better NN 
After this, and many other glorious 
Aae 


from the tribe of Tos that » were formerly Pose of 15 
; that quarter. t 


Nehemiah | 


k 
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| Nehemiah departed this life; and it 
may with justice be recorded of him, 

that he was a man of virtue and strict 

honour, of eminent bounty and ex- 

tensive charity. „ 


— 


HAP. VII. 


ARTAXERXES IS SUCCEEDED BY. HIS. 


SON OF THE SAME NAME. .. STORY 
OF ESTHER, HAMAN, AND MORDECAI, 


O* To demise of the late King 
| of Media and Persia, the Go- 


vernment devolved on his son Cyrus, 


otherwise Artaxerxes, in whose reign 
over the Persians, the whole nation 
of the Jews, with their wives and chil- 
dren, were in great danger of being 
utterly destroyed. 70 

When Artaxerxes had ascended the 
throne, and settled the governors of 


a hundred and twenty-seven provin- 


ces between India and Ethiopia, he 
made a most magnificent and sumptu- 
ous feast at Susa, in the third year of 
his reign, where he treated his friends 
and officers, as became the dignity of 
$80 great a prince; and the solemnity 
lasted a hundred and fourscore days. 
There were several other nations also, 
and their ambassadors, that assisted 
at the ceremony of the entertainment 
seven whole days suecessively; it 
was ordered after this manner. 


There vas a tent erected upon gold 


and silver pillars, covered with fine 


linen and purple, and large enough 
to receive some thousands of people. 
The wine was served up in cups of 
gold and precious stones, that were 


made both for curiosity and delight. 
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"to lewd courſes, i this 


451 
There were orders given to the wai- 
ters, after the Persian manner, that 
no man should be forced to drin 
any more than he had a mind to, and 
proclamation made all over his do- 
minions, that they should set some 
certain number of days apart for the 
celebration of a festival for the pros- 

perity and safety of the kingdom. 


Queen Vashti had her apartment also 


in the palace for the entertainment 
of the women. : 7 


As she was a woman of great beau - 


| ty, the king was desirous of shewing 


her to his guests, and sent for her to 
come into his presence, but as the 
laws of Persia allowed not wives to 
be seen by any men except their do- 
mestics, she refused to go to the king, 
and upon several orders brought her 
by the eunuchs to the same purpose, 
she persisted still in the denial. 
The king was so incensed at her 
obstinacy, that after the festival was 
over, he called for the seven eommis- 
sioners that were expressly appoint- 
ed for the interpretation of the Per- 
sian laws to advise with, what was to 
be done in this case of his wife's con- 
tumacy and disobedience; complain- 
ing that it was not only onee, but 
over and over that she refused to come 
to him; and therefore desired to know 
what the law directed in that case. 
One of them whose name was Mu- 
chæus, gave his opinion, that it was 
not only an affront to himſelf in the 
matter of fact, but a precedent 2 : 
dangerous conſequence to his ſubs © 
jects in general, whose wives wo 

be apt to diſpiſe therr huſbands too, 
and by that contempt . provoke them 
exemplary 
contumac) 


1 


% OE II 


— > 
* 


A COMPLETE HISTORY | 


_contumacy of the queen's against Babylon, whose name was Esther. 
o mighty a king fouls paſs un- Her father and mother were both | 
puntshed ; concluding that it was | dead, and she was brought up under | 
a hemous offence, jo it ought to | the care of her uncle Mordecai, who 

be treated with Severity; and that | was one of the tribe Benjamin, and 
nothing leſs would fatisfy, than the | a capital man among the jews. 

. baniſhing of Vaſhti from the king's | This virgin was so much superior 

"court and presence for ever. And | to all the rest, for the graces of her 

_ "ths to be done by proclamation, and | person, that she was the admiration 


another taken in her place. | 


The king was so divided between 


the love he had for the queen, and 
the respect he had for the law, the 
one being against their parting, and 
the other against their living toge- 
ther, that he was distracted by this 
difficulty of acting against his incli- 
T head 8 
While he was in 
mind, his friends plied him with good 


offices and counsel, to divert him 


from the weakness of making himself 
miserable for the unprofitable love 


of one woman, when he might have 


the greatest beauties upon the face 
of the earth, at his devotion, if he 
thought fit to command them; so 
that he had no more to do, but to 


get sight of her, and take her for his 


wife, out of the whole sex. Variety, 
and a new love, would quickly wear 
out the fondness of a former, and a 


little custom and conversation would | 


bring him to himself again. 
The king, upon second thought, 
was well pleased with the advice, and 


sent commissioners immediately over 
all his dominions, to take a view of 
the most celebrated beauties they 


could find, and bring them to him. 


They were punctual and diligent. 


in the execution of their orders; and, 


this anxiety of 


of every one who saw her. 


She was committed th the care of 


one of the eunuchs, where she was 


treated with all possible delicacy and 
respect; that is, according to the 
custom of eastern nations, adorned 
with the richest of essences and per- 


fumes, and all other ornamental cu- 
riosities that were made use of by 
great ladies, to render them more 
agreeable and charming. 
In this manner was Esther treated 
for the space of six months, in com- 
pany with four hundred virgins; af- 
ter which time, being thus prepared 
for the king's bed, he had every day 
one of them brought him, whom he 
received into his arms, and then sent 


back again to the care of the same 


eunnch, + p 
But when it came to Esther's turn, 


he was so transported with her com- 


pany and conversation that he took 
her to himself for his lawful wife, and 
celebrated the nuptials in the seventh 
year of his reign, and the twelfth 


month, which was called Adar, send- 


ing his messengers throughout his 


dominions to proclaim the solemnity 
of a marriage- festival. 


As for the Medes and Persians, and 
the great men of other nations, the 


| kin himself entertained them at the 
wedding feast, for the space of one 


whole 
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whole month, and upon his wife s 
entering into the palace, he placed 
the crown upon her head, and so 
lived with her without enquiring con- 
cerning her country or her extrac- 


U 


Her Uncle removed from Babylon 
to Susa, where he frequently waited 
at the king's gate, and still inquisitive 
after Esther's welfare, who was equal- 
Iy dear to him, as his on child. 
he king at this time passed an 
order, that none of his domestics 
should presume, While he was sitting 


upon his royal throne, to come to 


© oh as, 


him, unless they were called, Or Sent 1 


for, upon pain of losing their heads; 
and there were officers, with their 
axes always at hand, to do the exe- 
golden sceptre in his hand, and when- 
soever he had a mind to save any of 
those that came uncalled, he held that 
sceptre forth, and upon their touch- 

ing it, they were exempted from the 
Penh. oy Urn e wn 
here brokè out about this time, 
a conspiracy that was formed between 
Bigthana and Terish, two of the cham- 
berlains, or eunuchs against the per- 
. .  Barnabazus, a servant of one of 


them, and a jew by extraction, 


discovered this treachery. to Morde- 
cai, the king's. uncle ; and he, by the 
hands of Esther, to the king himself, 
Who relied so much on his affection 
and loyalty, that he put the eriminals 
to the question; and upon conviction, 
they were both delivered up to justice. 
The king gave Mordecai no other 
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* eward for his discovery, than by { 
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5 
appointing the service and deliwer- 
ance to be registered upon, the re- 
cord, and allowing him admittance 
into the palace, with the same free- 


dom and priyilege as one of bis do- 


Haman, the son of Hammedatlia 
an Amalekite, being now advance 
by the king, and coming frequently 
to court, the Persians, as well as 
strangers, paid him the greatest re- 
verence; and it was the king's 20 8 
sure and command that it shou 


d be 
so, Mordecai was the only person 
that. did not bow to him, being a 
remony contrary to the practice of 
gularity, asked him, hat country- 
man he was ? and finding him to be 
a ſew, broke out into a violent ex- 
clamation, at the insolence of such a 


miscreant, that when all the natives, 


and the free-born Persians, with the 
greatest willingness, did him chat ho- 


nour; this Jew, who was no better 


than a slave, should presume to af, 


In this rage he re 
to be revenged upon Mordecai; and 
mortal, that it Was not sufficient, he 

thought, to wreak his vengeance up- 


on the person of Mordecai alone, 


without destroying the whole race at 
once; callir 


g to mind, at the same 
time that the Amalekites his coun- 
trymen, had been formerly driven 
out of their land, and utterly exter- 
minated by that people. 


oy 


In the heat of his indignation, he 


hastened to the king, and accosted 
him with a complaint, against the 
5 Z . „ JEws 


=, 


took a resolution, 


* 


every rebpelt, trbtGable in their | 
disposition, singular in their man- 
ners, given up to zuperstitious laws 

"ceremonies, Scattered up and 


im heir practices and conversation 
= : the” common enemies of mankind. 
ll N, hs Haman, if » 


| _ bets, 
=_ TT people, without ſparin 
* as one captive, or one ſerv 


nd, for our Securtty, 

. Pal not ſuffer by 

Twill be anfwerable for 1 
Jand talents of filver, to 


« your treaſury, out of my own apron 
for T fhall not be - Sud Aiminution 


of my particular fortune, provided 


Over and above. 


: ons,” to 1 effect. 
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down i in all quarters of his domini- | 
ons, and men that shewed themselves 1 


whom 5 3 obligation of loyalty [ 
you muſt order 
ak to'be eee out from 


hat” — 

it in your revenue, 
ty Ro 

paid into 


that your a4omin tons may be cleared 


Jews to be dealt with according to 


n his diseretion, and remit the 1 | 
1 | unto you by Haman, 
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| of the world, as. large as T can 4 ere. | 
that 

may be either tyranmical ON grievous 
towards my people, and to bear a 
gentle and an eaſy rule over them, 


ö 


2 EY 


= . off thts lewd people. 
. 4 01 E ase 0 upon this | 
a Propoal, that he would leave the 


Haman, immedistely upon this 
published an edict in the king's name, 


and sent it abroad: thro "ar his domi- 1 
„ ei . to the fword, without any fa- 


| vour or regard, to 3 or ſex, in a 
| Jig purſuance of my decree. 
And it is farther commanded, that N 
you t this in execution upon” the 
thirteenth _ of the twelfth month 
to compleat in 
deftruftion of all mine 
and your enemies, in order to a u- 
ture peace and fecurity, during the” 


"Ih . 


* 


beloved fri 


1 
1 


44 


Bein reſolved to do nothing 


with an eye to the beers of their 
peace and e n the fo 


_ _ 


— 33 


10 6h he: take Im mature s 
confideration; and being 


underſtand, by = truſty and well. 
tend an 


people 


ton is to meas. 


a father ) of the fer jons intended by 


this proclamation; you put all the 
aid perſons, men, women, and chil- 


ar ; 


"of this pr 
one oleh th 


eee, EY our tves, 


etthng them in a 5 of 
thty and U e 1 40 


given to 


— 1 
a perſon © of approve eltty,” . 
« porjon of 2h and — 7 ho 
above all others; that there is a mix- 
ture of an inhuman kind of 
among my ſubjects, who tale upon tem 
to govern by thetr own laws, and to 
preſcribe ways to themſelves in con- 
tempt of public order and government; 
men depraved, both in their cuſtoms 
and manners; and enemies, not only 
to monarchy, but to wen, 160 our 
royal admmiſtration. | 
Nis is therefore to will and Fes 
guire you, that upon notice given 


place, 


tis proclamation, he rent his gar- 
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This edit was quickly spread 


from town to town, throughout the 


whole empire, and the people pre- 
pared themselves accordingly, to ex- 
ecute the bloody design upon the 
Jews at the day appointed, and there 
was the same disposition to mischief 


at Susa, the king's place of residence, 


as of all other parts. 
The king and 
vile passed their time in drinking, 
feasting and all sorts of luxury; but 
the people of the town were under 
very dismal 2 at the 
thought of the barbarous massacre. 
As soon as Mordecai eame to be 
informed of the tenor and intent of 


ments, put on sackcloth, and went 
up and down the town with ashes on 
his head, exclaiming against the hor- 
rid injustice of so bloody a design 
upon the en.... 
In this afflicted condition, he wan- 


dered about till he came at last to 


stop before the gate of the king's pa- 

lace, for there was no entrance al- 

lowed to any man in that habit. 
The resentment and behaviour of the 
Jews was the same in all other pla- 
ces, as at court, upon the issuing of 

* the kings orders. That is, t 


EV 
_ were every where overwhelmed with | 


lamentations and desp air. 
When it came to the queen's ear, 
that Mordecai was before the gate of 
the palace in that forlorn habit, she 
Was troubled at the report, and sent 
ap attendant out to him to change 
8 


arment; but his answer was, 


that he could not do it, till the cause 
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Haman all this 
at the instigation of Haman, had is- 


Aim, unleſs he 


sumed it. „6 


It happened that Hatach, one of 
the king's eunuchs, was at that time 
in the queen's presence; she there-. 
fore called him to her, and sent him 


assuming that dress, and refusing to 
quit it at her request. 

The eunuch put these questions to 
Mordecai, who related to him the. 
whole story at length, how the king, 


sued out his royal proclamation 


throughout all his dominions, for the 
extirpating of the jews and also how 
vast à sum of money Haman had of- 


fered by way of composition, for to 


do it. 


Mordecaĩ gave him a true copy of 


the edict, from the original, to be 


delivered to the queen; deiring - 


ther, that she would make an hum- 
ble application to the king this. 
matter, and intercede with him on 


their behalf; representing to her the 
necessity of an immediate interposi- 


tion, as the lives of the whole nation 


were in question; and as Haman, 


who was the king's right hand, would 


never leave calumniating the Jews, 
and exasperating the king against 
them, till he had gained his point. 

Upon the eunuch's giving the 
ee. this account of the matter, 
She sent Mordecai word, That it was 


a capital erime to breał in upon the 


king when he was upon the throne of 


ate, without being called to attend 
Should vouchfafe ia 
hold. forth-hts golden ſcepter in token. © 
, tas pardon. | 1 


When he heard this, he pressed 


the queen again, by the same mes- 


I senger, telling her, that it was not 


455. 
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Charitable an office, assuring 


in 1 5 0. Sie the carte of the 


Whole race; advising her likewise,, 
by no means, to neglect the present 


ortunity of doing so necessary and 
her, 


that God himself would relieve them, 
Seen if she should neglect to do it. 
Aud that she and her family might 
Nive to be at the were) or 1 a 1 


She now despised. 


Esther, by the ine mesdenger de- 
Sired her uncle to call an assembly of 


the Jews at Susa, and hold a three 


* 


days 


of all 


x; 2 g 


prohi 


58 order, appointed a" public 
and Hhumbled*bimself in sup- 


nns to pe God, to de- 
Feat the malice of their enemies; 


And, according to his wonted good- 


Ness, extend his mercy to penitent 


offenders, and finally to deliver them 
from the destruction denounced a- 
gainst them: 


ati Bk. Dn, + 


fast, for the" sufety *of wie 
queen; informing him, that she and 
her servants would do the like; and 
chat after this Preparation, she was b 
tesolved to go to the king, in despite 
mon and danger; as 
dhe must die, she' would frankly re- 
Sign her life” in the * service of her : 
country. ” ; 
© 'Mordecai, in dalia der with we | 


** 
r 


5 


representing, That it 
Was not for any fault © "therr own, | 


% 


"that they were expoſed. to this etre 1 


man's heart, who thought it an in. 


that adoration to him, which | 
was due to God alone. And that a 
Whole nation was not to be rooted | 


3 our, because me” ae not * _ | 


2 5 * 3% > Bs 5 TEES. 


milly, but through the pride of Has | | 


vine grace, the queen 
royal apparel; 
handmaids, bearing up her train, ad- 


FAP . wn on eo REST 


Tegnity offered to himfel} in being de. 
den 


precious stones, 
struck with a trembling; 
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rapted into a violation and contempt 
ot the divine laws. 

The devotion of * ate: mu} 
titude was to the same effect: desir- 
ing God to vouchsafe them his pro- 


| tes ion, and avert that dreadful Judg. 


ment from the Israelites, that now 
hung over their heads. The queen 
worshipped like wise with her face 
prostrate on the ground, after the 
manner of her country, in a mourn- 
ing weed, and imposing upon her- 
self a three days abstinence from ei- 
ther meat or drink, or any other 
sensual gratification, beseeching God 
to move the king's heart, in favour 
of her mediation for a miserable and 
persecuted people, by rendering both 
her words and her person more ac- 
ceptable than ever, upon this fatal 
extremity, to the confusion of their 
enemies, and of all their malicious 
designs upon her 2 distressed 
countrymen. 

After three days spent ian farcont 
and pious importunity for merey and 
compass ion from the throne of di- 
ut on her 
and with her two 
vanced towards the king; her face 
being covered with such a blush as 


expressed both grace and majesty, 


but at the same time some doubtful 


äpprehension; for upon the sight. of 
the king mounted on his throne, and 
the effulgence of his robes, that were 


embroidered with gold, pearl, and 
she suddenly "was 
And upon 
(which affected her more 
his 9 — the King 
f ' Tooked 


« 


50 


2 —— 9 
7 247 
Fae! 


Book VII. 


looked upon her, as if he was discom- 
zosed, and out of humour, she fell 
into the arms of one of her maids in 
a swoon *. This accident, by the 
intervention of God's holy will and 
providence, alarmed the king, who 
fearing she might not recover, hastily 


descended from his throne, took her | 


into his arms, and, with the kindest 
words, gave her this comfort, that no 
advantage should be made of the law 
to her prejudice, though she came 
without calling; for that was a de- 
cree that extended only to the sub- 
jets, wherein she was not at all 
concerned, whom he looked upon as 


his companion and partner in the 


empire. 5 
With these words he put his gol- 


den sceptre into her hands, and lay- 
ing it gently upon her neck, secured 


her from any farther fear or danger. 
This instance of tenderness both 


of love and assurance, revived the 


affrighted queen, who thus addressed 
the mighty Artaxerxes. 
Sir, ut 2s impoſſible for me to ex- 
preſs the manner of this ſudden ſei- 
jure; but I had no ſooner the awful 
appearance of your ſacred perſon and 
majeſty in | 
failed me. ah 
She accompanied these words with 
so languishing an accent, and $0 
weak a voice, that the lively repre- 
sentation of what she felt, made the 
king more solicitous to comfort her, 
which he did in terms so explicit, 


* This circumdiance of the queen's swooning is not 
mentioned in any of the Peres? chapters of the book of 
Escher, but in the fifteenth of the Apocryphal, and in 


a 


my ew, than my heart 
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that he bid her ask him any thing, 
to the one half of his kingdom, and 
that it should be given ger. 

Esther replied, that her only re- 
quest was this, that he would be 


pleased to take part of an entertain- 
ment with her that day which she 


had provided for him, and permit 


Haman to come with him. 5 


Her suit was granted; they both 


came; and when the king was in his 


cups, and in good humour, he called 
upon his wife as before, to ask what 


she pleased within that compass, and 
it should be granted her. De. 
The queen begged the. king's fa- 
vour for the same honour again the 
day following at another entertain. 
ment, and to bring Haman alon 
with him once again; and — 
him, she would then take the freedom 
to present her petition. 2 | 
The king was well pleased with 


the proposition; and Haman over- 
Joyed to. find himself the only man 


that was singled out upon so honour- 
able occasion, to bear the king com- 
pany at a royal banquet. 

In his return home, he happened 
to see Mordecai the Jew in the kin 8 
palace; and taking notice, that he 


paid him no sort of reverence, he 
went with his wife Zereſi, with a 
company of his friends about him, 
and there told them the whole story, 


how much he was in the good 
graces of the king and the queen; 


how he had supped with him that 


AS. "a 


the sixteenth, the king is called Artaxerxes, but in the 
book of Esther, he is called Ahasuerus, owing to the dif 
ferent 1dioms of the languages: h ; 
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day, upon a particular invitation, and 
was to be with them to-morrow again 


upon the-same account. 


But, says he, the inſolent eiffneſs of 
the Few Mordecai gives me no ſmall 


uneafinefs. Sud, 
Upon which his wife gave him this 


counsel. Order a gallows of fifty 


cubits high to be immediately set up, 
and obtain the king's permission to- 
morrow morning, to hang up Mor- 
decai upon it. 4 
Haman took his | wife's counsel, 
and commanded his people to erect 
such a gallows in his own palace, 


which he designed for the execution 


of the Jews; and the gibbet was set 
up accordingly, But God, who 


floresees and orders all events disap- 
pointed wicked Haman in all his im- 


pious hopes and purposes; for that 
very night, the king Sanding he could 


not sleep, and accounting it time lost 
to lie idle and waking, chose rather 


to employ his thoughts upon some 
subject that might turn to the ad van- 
tage of his government, and there- 
fore commanded his secretary to 
bring him his memorials and papers 
of state, as well modern as ancient, 
and to read the accounts of them. 


The king found upon the reading | 


of them, the name of a person that 
had great honours and possessions 
given him, as a reward for a glori- 
ous and a remarkable action: and 
_ 80 likewise of another, that made his 
fortune by the bounties of his prince 


for his fidelity; coming at last to 


the particular story of the conspiracy 
of the two eunuchs, Bigthama and 
Teresh against his own person, and 
of the discovery of this treason by 


* 
i 


A COMPLETE HISTORY 


| Mordecai; the secretary reads it over, 


and was passing forward to the next; 
but the king bade him hold, and en- 
quired if that person had any reward 
given him for his service. The se. 
cretary replied, that there was no 
reward mentioned in the relation, 
and then the king bade him stop 
there, and enquire of the attendants 
what time of night it was; answer 
being brought that it was break of 
day, he was commanded to see if 
there were any of his friends at the 
palace gate, and bring him word, 
when he came to look he found Ha- 
man, who was earlier up than ordina- 
ry, for fear of being too late with his 
petition to the king against the life of 
Mordecai. Word being brought 
to the king that Haman was at the 
gate, he ordered him to be called in; 


and upon his entrance into the cham- 


ber, spoke to him after this manner: 
T know that you are the khindeſt 
friend to me in the world, and there- 
fore I would afk your counſel, what 
mark of honour you would adviſe me 


to beſtow upon the perſon that I have 
| the 3 obligation to imaginable ; 
an 


I will do it with a reſpect to my 
own royal dignity, as well as for my 
affetiion to my ſubjects. . 

Haman made no doubt of finding 
his own interest in his resolving this 
question, and presuming that this 


character could not be intended to 
any other than himself: he there- 


fore gave it as his opinion, that the 


king should cloath the man whom 
he desired to honour, with his own 


royal apparel, mount him upon his 


own horse, make him a present of 
a golden chain, and then cause some 


one 


# 
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one or other of his particular confi · 
dents and friends to march before 
him, as a herald, and make procla- 
mation all over the city: Thus /hall 
it be done to the man whom the king 
vouchjafes to honounmn. 
Now Haman suggested this coun- 
sel to the king, in confidence that 
he would adjudge this honour to 
himself, and no other; and the king 
was highly pleased with the motion; 


Maiereupon go, says he, and take the 


horſe, the apparel, and the chain, 
and when you have found out Morde- 
cai the Jew, equip him in tæſe accou- 


trements ; and: when he is mounted, do 
you march before im in quality of 


an officer, to make the proclamation; 
are the filteſt man both to adviſe 


fel. I will do this honour to Mor- 
decai, becauſe I am indebted to him 
for my life. ; 

peed, struck Haman with amaze- 
ment and surprize: but notwith- 


standing his confusion, he durst do 


no other than execute it; and was 
obliged 
and the gold chain to Mordecai, 
therefore finding him at the palace- 
gate in his rags of humiliation, he 
bade him strip himself of his sack- 
cloth, and put on that purple. Now 


the Jew, knowing nothing of the 


matter, took the whole ceremony 
for a mock, and treated Haman i 
plain terms, as a mean  insolent 


- wretch, to insult the miserable: but 


upon a farther reasoning of the mat- 


ter, Haman convinced him at last, 
that the king had ordered this honour 


7 


This order being intirely unex- 


6 


to go with the horse, habit, 


in 
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to be done him in recompence of the 
service he had rendered him, in sa- 
ving his life from the conspiracy of 
the two eunuchs: and being thus 


convinced, he put on the royal pur- 


ple, and the golden chain, mounted 


the king's horse, and took the tour of 
the city; Haman making proclama- 
tion before him, Thus shall it be 
{| done unto him that the king honours, 


Mordecai, after this, went to the 


king, and Haman departed to his 


own house, where he related to his 
sorrowful wife and friends, the la- 
mentable account of what had pas- 


sed. Upon hearing these circum- 


stances, they found there was no re- 


venging themselves upon Mordecai, 


for you, being my particular friend, | for God had taken him into his pro- 
| tection. | | 

with, and to execute your own coun»: As they were in the middle of this 
discourse, the king's eunuchs came 
from Esther to call Haman to supper. 
One of them, whose name was Sa- 


bhuchiadas, taking notice of a gibbet 


that was erected in the court, asked 
one of the servants the meaning of 
it, and understanding it was prepared 
for Mordecai, the queen's uncle, for 


v hose execution Haman had designed 
to intercede with the king; he pas- 
sed on to his duty. As they were at 


supper, and all parties pleased with 
the entertainment, the king put the 


former day's proposal again to the 


queen, with an assurance, that let her 


ask what she pleased, it should not 
be denied her. 


Thus encouraged, she represented 
in the most melting strain, the unhap- 
py fate to which the een nation was 
destined, and gave the king to under- 


stand, that this was the subject 5 


desired 


— ——— Ser rs — 
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desired to lay before him; observing. 

Mat ſhe would by no means interrupt 

Eis affairs of ſtate; or if it had been 

Jo ordered that her countrymen might 

- have only been ſold for flaves, this 

calamity might have been tolerable : 
. e that ſte had only this ſuit to move, 
—_ that he would be Pleaſed ts put a flop 
| to the immanent deſtruction that was 
otherwiſe to” be executed upon the 

oo oo C 8 

The king called out presently to 
know who it was that had any such 

| - design' on foot, The queen made 
=. answer, 7hat Haman was the author 
/ that advice, and that he did it out 
S an impulſe of pure malice to that 

| people. This discourse put the king 
__ out of humour, and he withdrew from 
the entertainment into the garden. 


fifty cubiss in height, that Haman 
had set up for Mordecai in his own 
court, as he understood by one of 
his servants, when he was there to 
give him an invitation to supper. 
The king immediately took up a re- 
solution of inflicting the same punish- 
ment therefore upon Haman, that he 
had prepared for Mordecai, and or- 
dered him immediately to be hanged 
upon the same gibbet.“ 5 

This was the end of Haman, the 
wicked abuser of the king's goodness 
and bounty. His body was Gelivered 
up to justice, and his estate given to 
the queen. The queen had by this 
time made known to the King that 
Mordecai was her kinsman; sot hat 
he sent for him, and delivered him 
the same ring that Haman had been 
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honour of his wife. 


Haman by this time found the. 


storm approaching, and began to ap- 
ly himself to the queen, with ac- 


- knowledgments of his mistakes, and 


desire of pardon; and threw himself 
upon the bed by her in a way of hu- 


miliation and respect. The king re- 


turning at the same time, and seeing 
Haman in that posture upon the bed, 
was more incensed by that circum- 


stance, than by all the rest, calling 


him the basest and wickedest of men, 
for so insolent an attempt upon the 
These words 
were accompanied with such a fierce- 


ness of tone and action, that Haman 
was struck dumb at the very utterance. 

Upon this the eunuch before men- thou 
cerning the Jews, in his name, de- 


tioned told the king of a gibbet of 


6 —— * — 


> * , 4 . ; 
I cannot pass over this wonderful concurrence of pro- 


vidence, without-a remark upon the almighty power and | 
the admirable justice, and wisdom of God, not only in 
| 5 | 4% | % 3 * } . * by 4 L AER. 5 Las #54 
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. 


4 
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intrusted with before. The posses- 
Sions of Haman, that the king had 


granted to the queen, she bestowed 
upon Mordecai, and then made it her 


request to his majesty, that he would 
deliver the Jews out of that apprehen- 
sion for their lives, under which they 
yet laboured, reminding him of the let- 
ters that Haman the son of Hammeda- 


tha, had dispersed in his name through- 


out the empire, making declaration 


1 5 


that her own life depended upon the 
| safety of her country andher relations. 


The king assured her on his royal 


| word, that worn should be done to 
the jews without h 
| approbation ; and he gave her liberty 


er knowledge and 


to write what she thought fit, con- 


— 


— 


| bringing Rien to this deserved punishment, but in trap- 


- 


ping him in the very snare he had laid for another, and 
turning a malicious device upon the head of the contriver. _ 


claring 
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claring that the letters should be * 


ed, sealed, and dispersed by his order 


throughout all his dominions; adding, 
that when they should once be con- 
firmed by the royal signature, their 
authority would pass without . 
or contradiction; wherefore the king 
appointed his scribes and secretaries 


to attend him, commanding them to 


write letters on the behalf of the jews 
to the magistrates of all the nations 
that lie between India and Ethiopia, 
under the command of a hundred and 
twenty-seven governors. | 

The following letter contains th 
substance of the edicts: | 


ARTAXERXES, THE GREAT KING TO OUR 
TRUSTY MAGISTRATES, GREETING. 
} | 


HEREAS it is a common practice 

ꝛn the world for men that are 
advanced rather upon favour than 
merit, not only to inſult their inferi- 


ors, but to requite their benefaftors 


with ingratitude, as much as in them 
lies, to extinguiſh all ſenſe of grati- 
tude or good nature in human ſociety, 
 Perverting alſo, out of pride and 

weakneſs of mind, the power and cre- 
dit, that are repoſed in them, to the 

diſhonour of their patrons, from whom 
they received it; and under ſuch an 
prongs too, as tf they thought 
| God hamfelf could not ſee through the 
_ arjgurſe. 
Beęſides that, it is no new thing, for 
tate minions to gratify their own 
hrivate paſſion, to the 
therwr maſters, by miſrepreſenting the 
_ ennocent, and L theſe il offices with 

40 | 5 


ejudice of 
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ger of their lives. | 

1 fbeak not this upon meer report, 
but upon the certainty of what I have 
ſeen with my own eyes, upon proof, 
not rumour. Wherefore, let no re- 
gard be paid for the future to bare 
accuſations, or, in truth flanders 
rather; but let the fact be ftriftly 
examined, and the perfon accuſed, 
either acquitted or puniſhed, as he 


/hall be found innocent or guilty. 


It ts well known that Haman, was 
by extraction an Amalektte, and not 
a Perſan, and with what tenderneſs 


of affeftion and hoſpitality I received 


| him ; what honours I conferred upon 


him, even to the degree of calling and 
efteeming him as my father, command- 
ing all my ſubjects to pay him a reve · 
rence, next in order to what" they 


_ ought to my own perſon. 


Now this man was ſo intoꝛicated 
with vanity and arrogance, that pa. 
ſing all the meaſures of ſobriety and 
duty, he improved"the power I gave 
him, ſo far as in him lay, toward the 
Jufpplanting of me in my kingdom, and 
the deſtroying of that perſon by trea- 
cherous practices, to whom I and 
indebted for my life and government, 
1 ſbeak of Mordecai, my benefaftor 
and preſerver; and of my deareſt wife 
een likewiſe, whom I tender as 
the one half of my own ſoul, and my 
partner in the empire. His plot be- 
ing in the firſt place perfidiouſly to at. 
tempt the lives of my moſt loyal friends 
and then to ſeize upon my crown and 
government. | . 

Now, foraſmuc as the lewd defigns 
of this wicked man are unqueſttonably 


al, on the contrary, I tughty ap- 


5 ame God, to ꝛchoſe bounty and Pro- 


doe that you treat them with all 


lle twelfth month, it is our pleaſure, 
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motorious, and particularly his bloody 
and barbarous contrivance for the to- 
tal extirpation of the Fews : this ts 
to noliſ and declare, that I find theſe 
people ſo far from being troubleſome 
or: ſeditious, as he repreſented them, 


Prove their inſtitutions, ways and 
manners, as a people worſhipping the 


tection our family ſtands indebted 


both for the poſſeſſion and preſerva- 


Lon of our empire. = 
It is therefore our royal pleaſure, 
by theſe preſents, not only to diſcharge 

_ the ſame people of all the pains and 
henalties to which they were made lia- 
ble by our. letters communicated lo 


_you'by the hand of Haman, but like- 


manner of gentleneſs and reſpet; 
having 205 the 1 16 5 of 25 ma- 
licious perſecution, to be put to death, 
bon a gibbet, and his family ſlain 
by the ſword, before the gates of Suja, 
as a moſt neceſſary gacriſice to divine 
Juſtice. b | 


This is alſo farther to will and re. 1 


| den chain, the Jews soon interpreted 


quire you, that you forthwith di 
patch copies of theſe our letters 
throughout: all our dominions, per- 
mitting the Jews to live in a peaca- 
. ble enjoyment of their own laws, and 
that you give them your aid and af- 
fiſtance toward vindicating of them- 
Jebves upon, thoje: that e and 
e oppreſſed them in their 
A RT ET %¾“ O m 
4 TE Sores the preciſe. time ap- 
pointed for the utter extirmanation 
and deſtruction of theſe people was to 
have been upon the thirteenth day of 


highly elevated by the king's assign- 


that you patch upon the ſame month, 


and day for the wor of their deli- 


agreeable. to the. methods of God's 


power and juſtice, not doubling but 
that his way of proceeding will be 


much to the fatisfathon of all our 
Friends, and the example of ut fland 


upon record to poſterity, for a monu- 
mental caulion to all traitors for the 
e, Fi 

And be it alſo known to all our ci- 


tres, towns and people herein concern- 
ed, that what berſon ſocver ſhall 
preſume, either by diſobedience, and 


neglect, to att any ways contrary to 
the tenor of this our royal command, 
he ſhall be liable to military execu- 
tion by fire and ſword, whereof all 


our ſubjetts are to take warning, and 
the Jews to be in readineſs at the 
time aſſigned, to do thempetves right 


upon. their enemies. 


Messengers were immediately dis- 


patched with these letters to all quar- 


ters. Mordecai in the mean time, 
coming forth out of the palace, dres- 
sed in royal robes, a crown and gol- 


his appearance into a common bles- 


sing to them all; and the publication 


of the king's letter throughout all 
the towns and cities of his domini- 
ons, diffused such a universal joy 
among them, that a grateful compla- 
cency appeared in every counte- 
nance; nay, and this grace of the 
king had so powerful an influence 
and effect, even upon other nations, 
that many of them circumcised them- 
selves, in hopes they might escape, 
under the disguise of Jews, who were 


ng 
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ing them the same day for their re- 


venge that had been designed for their 
execution, that is to say, the thir- 
of the twelfth month, 
which the Hebrews call Adar, and 


teenth day 


the Macedonians, Dystrus. 


Upon. the obtaining of this man- | 


date, the princes, governors, ma- 
gistrates and lieutenants, all paid a 
more than ordinary reverence to the 
Jews, for fear of the power of Mor- 
VVV 

Upon the publishing of this edict, 
the Jews put five hundred of their 
enemies to the sword at Susa, and 
the king shewed the queen the num- 
ber of them; but there was no ac- 


count taken of those that were slain 
elsewhere; so he proposed it to her, | 
if she would require any thing more, 


for he was resolved to deny her no- 
thing. 8 : 
Her request 


was then, that the 


Jews might have one day's. revenge 


more upon their enemies ; and that 
the ten (a) sons of Haman might be 
hanged upon the gallows, which the 
king also granted for the day follow- 
ing, without the least hesitation ; 80 
that they gathered in troops toge- 
ther, upon the fourteenth, and killed 


(a) Ten ſons of Haman might be hanged upon the 
gallows, We are already told that these ten sons 
were slain by the sword, but the reason why Esther 
appears to be solicitous to have their dead bodies 
hung upon the gallows, might be because they had 
shewn more malice and indignation against the Jews, 
and on the day when the cruel edit .came to take 
place, had made more desperate attacks upon them 
than any; though the reason of state in this seve- 
rity, was doubtless to expose the family of Haman 
to greater infamy, and to. deter other counsellors 
from abusing the king by false misrepresentations. 


The Jews looked upon every person as accursed 
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| near three hundred more of their. ad- 


— 


amon 
N There days are still observed by the 
withstanding their being dispersed through all nati- 


1 


. 
7 s 


versaries, without so much as touch- 
ing any of their goods; but in other 
places, up and down the empire, 
they destroyed seventy-five thou- 
sand, of those whom they reputed to 
be their enemies. 

This slaughter was made upon the 
thirteenth; and, on the day follow- 


ing, they feasted. And so also at 


Susa, they celebrated the fourteenth 
of the following month as a great 


festival “. | 


Mordecai, upon this, sent his or- 
ders to all the Jews, under the do-- 
minion of Artaxerxes, requiring them 
to observe those days as festivals; 


and to transmit the observance of 


them to posterity, and thereby per- 
petuate its memory; as it was but 
reasonable to celebrate their deliver- 
ance by a solemnity of rejoicing up- 
on the same day that it was by the 
treachery. of Haman appointed for- 
the massacre, and to make 1t a day: 
of thanksgiving in memory, as well: 


of the being freed from the danger, 


as of having their enemies given 


up intirely and securely into their 


han ds. 


| Upon this account it is, that those 


* 


f 


| who was hanged on a tree, but it was considered 


as a profanation to suffer their bodies to remain in 


that state during the might, or after sun-set; but 


other nations let them hang until they were con- - 
$sumed by crows, vultures, or ether ravenous crea- - 
tures, as appears from the story of the Gibeonites, 


| (2 Sam. xxi. 9, 10-) and from that vulgar saying 


the Romans, Pascero in cruce corvos. 
Jews, not- 


ons in the universe, during which time, they not 
only indulge themselves in all sorts of diverzions, but 
also observe several religious ceremonies... 


* 7 days: | | 
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days are observed, which they call 
* Phrurcea, or Purim; which is to say, 
feasts of observation. — — HY 
Mordecai was now a man of 
great power with the king, both 
in respect of his administration, be- 
ing near his person, and as an 


assistant and companion to the 
queen. | | i . 
The affairs of the Jews prospered 
under their direction and favour, 
beyond all expectation, through the 
sanction and patronage of the mighty 
prince Artaxerxes. 5 
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HISTORY OF THE HOLY BIBLEKE. 
WE deem it necessary, before 5 
ve proceed in our history, 0 5 * 474; Stein 
to observe to the candid reader, that . od 


from this period, to the Incarnation 
of our blessed Lord and Saviour; 
the Jewish state and nation 3 
undergone so many revolutions, an 

been so closely connected with affairs 
relative to foreign nations, we shall, 
for the future, bE under an indispen- 
sable necessity of referring to the 


0 Apocryphal account; and also to 


that of Joſephus, universally allow- 
ed, the most impartial and authentic 
historian of those times, in order to 
continue the series of our history, as 
„„ 5 5 
This we may presume to do with- 
out invalidating the sacred story; 


nay, by this, it will be abundantly 


authenticated, as the perfect agree. 
ment between sacred and profane 
history will thereby be rendered ap- 
Parent. . . 183 
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JESHUA 15 SLAIN BY JOHN, THE HIGH- 


PRIEST. ALEXANDER THE GREAT 


TRANSFERS THE SEAT OF WAR FROM 


EUROPE INTO ASIA.' BREAKS; THE 


= PERSIAN EMPIRE, BUT TREATS THE 
JEWS WITH AMAZING LENITY, AND 
| MAY TOKENS OF RESPECT. . 
- As LA 4 ; 


E High-Priest, his son Ju * 
hereditary right, succeeded to the of- 
fice, and, after his decease, the pon- 
| tificate devolved on his son John, 


tion and prophanation of the temple 


: 
| 


afterwards by Bagoſes, commander 


In chief of the troops of Artaxerxes, 
and of imposing 'a tribute upon the 
Jews, obliging them to allow out of 


E 2 . 
Ken 


"A FTER the death of Eliafi the. 
as, 


[. who was the occasion of the viola- 


the a treasure, fifty drachmas 
I ͤper day for every lamb they sacrifi- 

I | ced, before they entered upon their 

N I daily offerings, which imposition was 
CHAP. | thus brought on. | 

. john had a brother, whose name 

* 7," — was 


fouler than the carcaſs that lies here 
withm'? And ARE! r WOrGE 1 i 
55 W his way. 3 


ears. But after the death of John, 
hood. 2 


name was M anaſſes, to whom San- 
| * * Jorutalein! to 
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was 7 ua, and Bagoses, being very 
: friend, took upon him the 
Francine of Jeshua to the pontifi- 
8 Jeshua depended so much up- 
on his assurance, that he took the li- 
berty to enter into a dispute with his 
brother, in the temple itself, upon 
this subject; and the contest pro- 


ceeded so far, that his brother, in a 


rage. set upon him and killed him. 


This was the greatest affront to re- 


ligion that ever was committed, more 
especially by a priest; and for the 
farther aggravation of the scandal, it 
was beyond all president, either 
among the Greeks, or Barbarians. 
But God would not suffer so audaci- 
ous an affront to escape unpunished. 
For the people lost their liberty for 
it, and the Persians ee * 
© 424 e e 


E eee a8 K news of it came to 


be a famous city, and that the Ling 

of it had put the Syrians and Assyri- 
ans to many difficulties, frankly gave 
his daughter Micaſa in marriage as a 


test and earnest of the amity he pro- 


pounded to himself with the Jews. 
This was that Sanballat that govern- 
ed Samaria under the last Darius, a 
Chuthite born, from whence the Sa- 
marians had their original, 
_ Phaliþ king of - Macedon being N 
| treacherously ene about this 
time, by Pauſanias, in the city of 
Ægea; Alexander his son succeeded 
to the government, and crossing the 
Helles pont, gave Darius a total over- 
throw at the river Granicus. After 
which he subdued Lydia and Ionia, 
and passing his army e Wen 
he entered into Pamphylia. fr 
The elders of Jerusalem were at 
this time very much unsatisfied with 


Bagoses, that the High-Priest had# the brother of Judas, the High- 


spilt the blood of his brother, in the 
very temple, he called out t& the 
Jews in contempt and indignation, 
Prophane wretches; to male ſhambles 
of the pluce ef your worſhip! At the 
same time pressing to get into the 
temple but being opposed in his 
passage he said unto them, "What, 


Priest, for taking to wife a * 
woman, insomuch that the dis 

had almost occasioned a tumult, 5 
it looked like a step toward the abo- 


lition of their country's laws about 


marriages, because if they had suf- 
fered it to go on, it would by degrees 
become a custom. Nor had they 


do ybtli book upon my living Body 70 be 


Upon this occasion he kept se- 
vere hand over the Jews for seven 


his don Judas came to the Priest 


i dns had de brother,, hose 


„ pt GE 


forgotten that this very thing was the 
.canse of their former captivity, and 


f all the calamities that had-ensued 


upon it; that is, the transgression 
that drew those judgments upon 


them, was the marrying of women 


that were not of their own extrac- 
tion; and therefore they positively 


N | required, that Manasses should either 
dismiss his wife, or serve no more at 

the altar. | 
But the High-Pric and the peo- 


Ple, 


Book VIII. 
ple, being moved with indignation, 
after this, would not suffer Manasses 
to officiate at the altar; whereupon 
he sent to Sanballet, his father-1n- 
law, with a profession of the great 


affection he had for his daughter; 


but assured him, at the same time, 
that he could not submit to lose his 
priesthood, and the honour that was. 
annexed to his family, as the highest 
of all others in esteem among the 


Jews, for the sake of a wife, though 


neter so excellent , 129755 
Sanballat told him, that he would 
undertake not only to secure him the 
exercise of the function, but ad- 
vance him to the Pontificate, and 
establish him prince of the whole 
country, upon condition of owning 
his daughter for his wife, and that 
he would build a temple for him 
upon Mount Garizin, that overlooked 
Samaria and the rest of the moun- 
tains thereabouts, not inferior to that 
of Jerusalem. And this he took up- 
on him to see it effected by the con- 
sent of Darius. | 5 2945 6% 4731] 
M.anasses depended so absolutely 
upon this assurance, that he made 
no doubt at all of the performance, 
and so continued with his father. 

Sanballat was now advanced in 
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þ river, Granicus; Darius, to prevent 


his farther progress, assembled allthe 
troops he could levy, to obstrutt his 
passage, with à resolution to give 
the Macedonians; battle, before they 

:Should,over-run the whole of Asia, 


which they intended to do; so that 
having passed the Euphrates with his. 
army, and also Taurus, a mountain 
in Cilicia, he made necessary prepa- 
rations, with a resolution to fight the 


enen n, „ 
SGanballat was not a little comforted. 
with this advance of Darius; and in 
a full confidence of success, told Ma- 


made good that he had promised 
him, as soon as the king should re- 
turn; for he was fully persuaded, 
(and all the Asiatics were of his opi- 
nion too) that the Macedonians, with 
their handful of men, would never 
stand the first shock. But in the 
event they found their mistake; for 
upon the armies joining, Darius was 
totally routed, a great part of his 


dren, made prisoners, and himself 


and Sidon, and laid siege to Tyre, 


years, and finding many Priests and | writing to the High-Priest of the 


Israelites entangled in such matches, 

the state of Jerusalem was much 

troubled at it: for all those irregular 

e went over to Manasses, San- 
a 


houses, land and stock, to main- 


Jews, that he expected the same as- 
sistance from them which they be- 
fore had allowed to Darius; and that 
they should provide a market for the 


have necessaries for his money, as+- 


Hat furnished them with money, Fe his army, here he might 


tain the ambition of his son- in- law. 
Upon the news of Alexander's 
passing the Hellespont, and the fa- 


suring them that they should have no 
reason 40 repent the respect. 
The answer the High-Priest re- 


mous victory he had obtained at the 


nasses that every thing should be | 


army lost, his mother, wife, and chil. 


Alexander, in the mean time, 
marched into Syria, took Damascus, 


turned was briefly this, that they 


468 


Darius, never to bear arms against 
him; and that they were tied up by 
that obligation for life. © 
Alexander was highly incensed at 
this reply, but went on with the 
siege of Tyre, not doubting of redu- 
cing it in a short time, and embol- 
dened by this prospect, declared that 
on the surrender of the city, he 
would march against the High-Priest 
himself, and gave all people to un- 


_ derstand, how far oaths were to be | 
broken or kept. Alexander, who 


was indefatigable, took Tyre by as- 


which one Babemeſes was the go- 
vernor. ul 1 


opportunity of going over with eight 
thousand of his own men, to the 


enemy's camp, delivered up his 


trust, and transferred his allegiance 


from Darius to Alexander, who re- 


ceived him with open arms, and de- 


sired to know his pleasure. So San- 
ballat told him, that he had a son- in- 


law, whose name was Manasses, the 
brother of Judas, the High- Priest of 
the Jews, who together with great 


Him, desired nothing more than leave 


to build a temple in that province; 


setting forth also, that it would be 
Alexander's interest to permit it, if 
it were but to divide the power of the 
Jews, and to prevent commotions, 


or that they were numerous, and as 
likely to be troublesome to other 


kings, as they were formerly to the 


n 


8 
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had bound themselves by an oath to] This favour was no sooner grant- 
ed, than they all applied themselves 
to the building of the temple ; Ma- 
nasses was ordained to be the High- 
Priest, and the honour to descend to 
the pos terity of Sanballet's daughter, 


as he 8 to himself; but after 
several months spent before Tyre, 
and two more at Gaza, Sanballat 


died. Alexander upon the taking of 
Gaza, advanced to ſerusalem, which 


greatly perplexed Judas the High- 
Priest, who knew not how to deport 
himself before a prince, whom he 


had so highly provoked by a refusal 
sault; from whence he proceeded to 
besiege Gaza a Persian garrison, of 


to comply with his orders; wherefore 


he appointed public prayers and 


sacrifices to be offered up to God for 


2 his assistance and protection, and 
When Sanballat found that Alex- 
ander was before Tyre, he took that 


for the common welfare of the 


people. N N 
On the night following God ap- 


peared to the High- Priest in a dream, 
bidding him be of good courage, 


adorn the city with flowers and gar- 


lands, and without ceremony open 
the gates, and cause the people to 
march out in white garments to meet 
Alexander, together with himself 
and the rest of the priests, in the 
habits of their order, depending 


| | | upon Providence for the rest. 
numbers of that people following 


Judas, upon waking, told the citi- 


zens with great joy the substance of 
this revelation, and put every thing 
in order to attend the approach of 


the king. Receiving intelligence 
soon after, that he was drawing near 
toward 'the town, Judas advanced, 
together with his priests and the citt- 
zens, in pomp and solemnity, to a 
place that is called Sapha; that is to 
say, a place of prospect, because it 
8 | commands 
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commands a view of both the city 


and temple. The Phenicains and 
Chaldeans determined on a general 
plunder and massacre, and vowed 
every instance of revenge that indig- 
nation could suggest to a victorious 


prince, under the sense and provoca- 


tion of the affront he had received. 
But in the event, they found their 


expectations disappointed; for, when 


Alexander saw, from a distance, the 
order of the procession, the people 
in white, with the priests at the head 
of them, in their silken robes, and 


the High- Priest himself in his purple 


stole, embroidered with gold, his 
mitre upon his head, and a golden 
late upon his forehead, with the 


name of GOD engraven upon it, the 
majesty of the spectacle struck him 
with so reverend an awe, that he 
advanced to him in person, adored 
the sacred inscription, and saluted the 
High-Priest himself; all the Jews at 
the same time, with one heart and 
voice, saluting Alexander with loud 
acclamations, and gathering in mul- 
. fitudes about hm 1357 
- The kings of Syria, and the rest 
that were then present, were 80 
amazed at Alexander's behaviour, 
that they could hardly think he en- 
joyed his reason. Parmenio alone 
took the freedom to ask him, in a 
familiar way, how it came to pass 
that he who was adored by the 8 
earth should now descend to bow to a 
Jewish priest? jy 1s 


© Alexander replied, I do not adore 


the man, but the God whom he 
serves. For some time past, when 


. 


I vas at Dion in Macedonia, Isaw this 
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habit. I was then deliberating what 


course I should take to conquer Asia 


and this very person bade me pass mY 
army over the river, and be confi- 


dent, that if I would take his coun- 
sel, I should make myself master of 
the Persian empire. 2 


Upon the view of this man, and 
in this habit, I call to mind my dream 
at Dion, and that this is the lively fi- 
gure of what I saw there in a vision, 


and of the person that encouraged _ 


me to this expedition; so that it is 


| not without a divine impulse that 1 
undertake this war ; and I make no 
doubt of gaining my point upon the 


Persians, and succeeding in all things 
to my wish, _ OT, | 
After this discourse to Parmenio, 
the king embraced Judas, and was 
conducted into the city by the rest 
of the priests, where he went up to 
the temple, and sacrificed in form, 
according to order, paying also a 


singular veneration to the High-Priest 


himself, who shewed the king, when 
the ceremony was over, the book of 
Daniel, and in it the prediction of a 
certain Greek, in time to come, that 
should make himself master of the 
Persian empire, which Alexander in- 
terpreted of himself; and then with 


great satisfaction he discharged the 
multitude, till the day following, at 


which time he called them together 
again, to know what request they 
bal dme 8 
The high - priest made answer, that 
they only desired his leave to enjoy 
the freedom of their own laws; and 
that they might be exempted from 


the seventh year's tribute, which was 


man I remember, and in this very | readily granted them _—_ 


| They 


- 
— 8 e 


470 i | A*GOMPLETE HISTORY 08 
1 They also besou ght him farther, 


to allow the same freedom to the 
Jews in Babylon and Media, which 


was like wise granted; offering them 


moreover, that'if any of them were 
disposed to take up arms in his ser- 
vice, they should be received into his 


army, and enjoy the liberty of ex- 
exeising their religion as before, which 


gene rosity brought e numbers 
Over to him. 


* La 
a 


Affairs being thus vowed at ler- 
Salem; Alexander marched with his 
army from place to place among the 


neighbouring cities, and wherever = 
came was-well rectived;: BEE 


The Samaritans, bes capital at 


ek time was Sichem, and peopled 
by 
honourably Alexander treated the 


Jes, began to think themselves of 
acknowledging his government, and 
returning to their former profession; 
for these people were even disposed 
to change with the revolution of sue- 
dess; Who, when they found the Jews 


in distress, thus Bae they are 

strangers to us; * 

40 with them. 
But as soon as ever Cook: b 5 

upon them, they claimed kindred, 

and valued themselves upon the 


seph and bis ee Magasseh and 
1 


Alexander was hardly out of the | 
city, when the Sichemites, in great 
mp and parade, and with wonder- 


ful joy in their looks, presented them- 


sel ves before him, in company with 


* < * * 1 s a 1 * bs 
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the troops that Sanballat had sent 
over to him; requesting the king, 
"_ he would vouchsafe to * 


. N £2 


— 


* 
3 


ewish deserters, observing how 


ave ng to 


4 
| heraldry of cheir descent from Jo- 


IE 


f 
their ty and wen with his pre- | 
sence. K : 

Ahe W yoke them Tas! and 


"cha Ley to visit them; but upon 


their desiring an immunity of the se- 


venth years tribute, as they did not 


so that year, Alexander, asked, what 
countrymen, the petitioners were ? 
They told Ma they were Hebrews, 
but that they were called Sichemites 
by: the Sidonians. 0 


The question was put to them | 
again, whether they were Jews or 


not? They answered no. Where- 
upon Alexander said, I have granted 
this to the Jews. 


mation of-the matter. 


But however, When 
J come back again, I shall do what 1 
| think reasonable, upon a fuller infor- 


The Sichemites were eee 


bat he took Sanballat's men along 


with him into Egypt, allotting them 


a distribution of lands to live upon 
there, Hhich they had afterwards in 
Thebes, where ey were pat in gar- 
rison. 

After the” drach Fr an che 
empire was parted among the suc- 
cessors, only the temple near Gari- 
zin eh untouched; And if any 


time the Jews at Jerusalem, were 


found guilty of the violation of their 


laws, as in eating of forbidden meats, 
the breach of the sabbath, or the like; 


mites, upon a pretence that oF: were 
unjustly accused. 


About this „ the high-priest 
Judas died; and Onias his son suc- 


ceeded him in that dignity. 
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they took sanctuary with the Siche- 
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JERUSALEM IS SURPRISED BY, PTOLEMY, 
_ WHO TRANSPLANTS DIVERS COLO- 
 NIES. OF THE INHABITANTS INTO 
"EGYPT, AND HONOURS MANY OF 

THEM WITH PLACES Of TRUST AND 
IMPORTANCE. 
BETWEEN THE JEWS OF JERUSALEM 
. © AND THE SAMARITANS. 


- SHEWN TO THE JEWS BY KING 
-PTOLEMY. | W 


lute master of the Persian empire, and 
settled the affairs of the, Jews, he 
departed this life, and left the em- 


pire broken, and parcelled out into 
many principalities. Asia fell to An- 
tigonus. Babylon, with the countries 
garrisons, and places of trust, upon 
their oath of fidelity, to be true to 


bordering ùpon it, to Seleucus. The 
Helles pont to Lyſimachus, Macedon 


to Caſſander, and Egypt to Ptolemy, 
the son of Lagus. Upon this divi- ] 


sion there ensued a long war between 


these several princes, who were all 


. competitors for the sovereign com- 


mand, to the ruin of several consi- 
erable cities, and the loss of many 


lives. 


. 4 


abundantly sensible of this misery, 


under the government of Ptolemy, 


otherwise called the Saviour, (though 


1 OTE, RFV 7 


— 


Azgothiarchider the Cuidian confirms this in bis his- 
tory of the success ors of Alexander; when he imputes the 
1 


: 


loss of their country and liberties to their vanity and su- 

perstition. His words are these: e 
There are a people that are known by the name of 

Jews, and have their habitation in a great and well for- 


_ PERPETUAL WARS 


„ DIVERS IN. 
SrTANCES OF REG ARD AND RESPHECTC 


"HEN Alexander king of Ma- 


cedon had made himself abso- 
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as thn et _ 


> " - 
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The whole tract of Syria was 
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their on defence, upon day. 


never any man had less pretence to 
that title than himself.) This was 
he who made himself master of Je- 
rusalem by a stratagem, upon a Sab- 
bath day; *“ under a colour of devo- 
tion, he treagherously possessed him- 
self of the 3 without the least ap- 


prehension of any danger, which 
made his entrance as easy as his ad- 


ministration afterwards was tyranni- 
cal and barbarous. ahi 1 
But Ptolemy carried away many 


captives out of the mountainous part 


of Judea, from about Jerusalem, Sa- 
maria, and the mountain Garizin, 


which he transported into Egypt; 
and then reflecting upon the solemn 
nature of an oath among the Jews, 


by their fidelity to Darius, even after 
his overthrow, notwithstanding the 


Summons, and the invitation of Al- 


exander to come over to him, he 
disposed of them into strong holds, 


him and his successors; granting 


them also immunities and privileges 


in Alexandria, in common with the 
Macedonians; so that betwixt the 
temptation of Ptolemy's liberality on 


the one hand, and the fun and 


convenience of a fruitful country on 
the other, there came over a great 
number of Jews, into Egypt, from 
e al, ans candle 

But the Jews and the Samaritans 
could never be reconciled concerning 


Py „ 
_— * ** 9 5 


tified city called Jerusalem. These men fell into the 
hands of Ptolemy, and subjected themselves to a eruel 
Slarery upon a fantastical scruple of conscience, that would 
not suffer them to take up arms against an oppressor in 


= Aa 


their 


— 


king. on a certain occasion, a9 2004 


their ancient laws and constitutions ; 


the one insisting, that the temple at 


Jerusalem was the only holy place, 


and the | Jews not allowed to send 
their sacrifices any where else; the | 
other declared for the temple at 


Garizm, msomuch, that there was 


a great deal of blood spilt upon the 


occasion. N 
On the demise of Ptolemy, sur- 
named the Saviour, Philadelphus his 


on succeeded to the government of 
Egypt. He reigned thirty-nine years, 
mares. 


ve orders for the translating 


the law into the Greek tongue. 


There were at this time captives 
in Egypt, to the number of a hun- 


dred and twenty thousand Jews, 
whom Philadelphus commanded to 
be set at liberty upon the fallowing | cop 


occasion. 9 . 
Demetrius Phalereus 2 under 


his care and trust the king's library, 


made it his business to make a collec- 
tion of all books that were extant. 


This being the peculiar bias of his 
disposition, he bought up all the 
choicest books, which he deemed 


worthy of the king's perusal. The 


ed of his librarian, how many thou- 
sand volumes he thought he had 


sand; but that he hoped in a short 
time to make them five hundred 


thousand: as he was certainly in- 
formed, that there was a great num- 
ber of choice manuscripts among the 
Jes, concerning their laws, cus- 
toms and ceremonies, worthy his 


sal, and the honour of a place 


in the royal library. But being 
\ written in their own language, it 
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| 


_ : 
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os, TT 


would be a matter of great diffi. 
culty to translate them into Greek; 
for though there might seem to be 
some resemblance and affinity be- 
tween the language and writing of 
one and of the other, there were yet 


idioms peculiar to each, and distinct 


* 


wom eon 5» 
He added farther, this invaluable 
circumstance should by no means 
discourage a laudable attempt to 
translate them into the Greek, espe- . 
cially as there was money in the 
treasury sufficient to defray the ex- 


| pences incident to the undertaking. 


The king highly commended this 
project of Demetrius; and wrote to 
the High- Priest of the Jews to give 


him his assistance in providing those 


ies. ; Es Kea | | 
There was one Ariſtœus, a particu- 


lar confident of the king's, who on 


account of his great modesty, had his 


master's ear and confidence. This 


person had been a long time very de- 


sirous of procuring the liberty of the 


: got? He told him two hundred thou- 


tranſlated, to anſwer 


Jews,; and, embracing this oþÞportu- 
nity, applied first to Softbrus, Tarant:- 


nus, and Andraes, three captains of 


the guards, to try how they stood 
affected; and upon finding them well 
disposed, he besought them earnestly 
to assist him with their interest, to- 
ward the doing of so good an office; 
upon which assurance he addressed 


himself to the King after this man- 


1f may 


reſume, Sir, to lay my 


2838 at your royal feet, in all 
np 


26 16 you 


city, and without diſguiſe, fince 
— leaſure, 1 of 
the Fews be not only* tranſcribed, but 
our preſent 
_ Hurpoſe, 


a 


urpoſe, I cannot fee how it can be 
70 done, while jo many 


_ vernment, from whom you require 
and expect jo neceſſary an afhſtance 


and ſervice. 


* 


It ſeems to me to be an att worthy 
of your magnificence and goodneſs, to 


et theſe poor people at liberty from | 


their preſent mijery; for by all that 
ever rw underſtand, the fame God 
that orders and over-rules your go- 
vernment, 1s the author of therr laws ; 
and both we and they worſhip the 
ame Creator and Almighty power, 
only under the name of Fupiter, or 
Joe, & Tuvando, whoſe power fup- 


ports us in life. _ | 
Wherefore may you be pleaſed, out 


tore theſe wretched exiles to their own 
country, that they may end their days 
where they have received their birth, 
as in the place where Providence had 
ſeltled them. 22 

Ido not preſume, Sir, to inter poſe 
on therr behalf out of any partialit), 
upon the account of tribe or extrac- 
tion, but in confideration, that the 


ame God 15 the Creator of us all, and 


that jo noble an act of your royal cle- 
Mency would be acceptable even to 
Cod humpelf. 8 | 
Ihe king then asked him, how 
many thousands there were that 
would stand in need this indul- 


gence; Andreas, being present, made 


answer, that he believed there might 

be a hundred and twenty thousand 
S e 
Well, say the king to Aristœus, 
41 : 45 
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and dost thou take this for s0 mode- . 


of that | 


nation are in bondage under your go- 


a reverence to that God whom they | 
love and worſhtþ with a zeal and affec-' 
ton beyond all other mortals, to re 


frons into Sym 


rate a request? 
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Sosibius, and the rest that were 


* 


honour that he himself had received 


from above. 
The king was so well pleased with 


this proposal, that he ordered an al- 
lowance of a hundred and twenty 
drachmas to the soldiers for everß 


Jew they had in custody, to be made 


good to them on the next pay-day, 
over and above their stipend, with a 


* 


further promise to answer the desire 


of Aristœus, and (or, in truth, the 


appointment of the Almighty,) in 5 


points tgyratify the whole by a pub- 


lic edit, wherein should be compre- 
hended, not only those which his fa- 


ther, r his army, had carried away, 


but those also, that either before, or 
since that ume, had been taken into 
| captivity. CE eh 
friends told him, that at this 


His 


rate these people would stand him in 


at least four hundred talents. But the 
king scrupled not that sum, to effect 


so glorious an undertaking; for, said 


he, the thing shall be done. 

The following is a copy of the 
proclamation: 5 N | 

It is our royal will and pleaſure, 
that all the Jews whatſoever, that 
have been ſubdued, or taken by any of 
my father's forces, upon their incur- 
Fay: s - a Or 1 5 ; and 
lhoje brougut away or ſold into any 
of my a | Likewje thoje 
that either before or fince that time 


_— been ſo ſold or enſlaved, be jet 


free, 


* 
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. the king 
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free, upon the pn. of one hun- 
r 


dared and twenty drachmas for every 


uchi flave ; the joldiers to receive this 
redemption money, together with their 
| bay, and the reſt out of the treaſury ; 
for the forcing many people away into 


capiiuty, and the revenging of their 
country by the outrage and licence of 
the foldiers, for the jake purely of 
the pꝛllage and booty, was a cour je 


that my father undoubtedly neither 


intended nor approved, and a thing 
contrary. to common equity and rea- 


and violence. 


I do no, hereby ſtrictiy charge 
and command, that all the Jews that 


are at this time in ſervitude, be im- 
mediately diſmiſſed, upon the pay- 
ment 0 
reſpective maſters, in obedience to this 
our mandate, without any fraud 
whatſoever. | 


And farther, that this our pro- 


clamation be made public for three 


days fucceſſively, after the receipt of 
; and in the mean time, that the 


aforefaid maſters bring in a liſt of 


their flaves to ſuchi officers, and in 


fuch manner as we ſhall find moſt for 


our purpoſe. | 


And all this to be done upon the „ 
| QINCE it is 


peril of the confiſcation o has goods, 
F any man ſhall be found acting con- 
trary to the tenor hereof. TE 

Upon the first sight of this grant, 
c observed, that the provi- 
sion for the liberty of those that 


were taken either before, or after, 
was not so particularly expressed, but 


| 


erefore, out of a reverence to 
the memory of my father, and a com- 
 mijeration of the poor and weak that 
fuer under the power of oppreſſion 


the aforeſaid ſum to their 
the translation of the Jewish books, 
and records, so that the librarian 
caused his petition to be registered, 
setting forth the presents that were 
made towards the 
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there was room to evade it; so that 


king's e 


he, of his own generosity and good 
pleasure, superadded a latitude of 
indulgence 1n those cases, and gave 


positive orders to the collectors of 


the tribute, and the officers of his 


| treasury, to have the money in rea- 


diness for the ransom of the Jews, 
Within seven days the whole work 


| was accomplishedat the king's charge, 
'to the value of four hundred and 
sixty talents; the masters insisted 


upon the same price for the children, 
that wy had for the rest, though the 
ict extended no farther than 


to those that were brought away pri- 


N 


justice and honour, the king 


soners, without comprehending such 


as were born there. CNS 

When the illustrious design was 
thus far executed, with the strictest 
com- 
manded Demetrius to publish his 
royal will and pleasure concerning 


promotion of the 
great work. | 

Now the petitton aforesaid ran in 
terms to this purpose. 


DEMETRIUS TO THE GREAT KING. 


2 royal will and 
at I ſhould do my 


command, t 
0 y what may be yet 


endeavour to fw 


farther added toward the perfection 
| of your library, and to ee out what 


curious and uſeful books and copies 
may have hitherto eſcaped w ſearch 
and enquiry, this is humbly to in- 

| | form 


- 
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form your majeſty, that after much 
ſtudy and thought upon this matter, 
1 do not find any thing jo conducive 


to your preſent purpoje, as the hiſtory 


for being writ- 


of the 


Jeroiſſ Laws ; 


ten in Hebrew characters, it will. 


be hard for us to underſtand them. 
Befides, the verfion we have already 


encouragement toward the making of 
them known ; ſo that it aoill be necef- 
ſary to have them accurately tranflat- 
ed, as being a body of the wiſeſt and 
moſt perfect laws that are extant, 
God himpelf having been the author 
of them. : 

For this reaſon Hecaguys the Ab- 
berite obſerves, that, we find in none 
of the poets or ſuftortans, any men- 


tion of bheſe laws, or of the admi- 


niſtration of them; the original and 


1nſtutution of them being ſacred, and 
not to be prophaned by unhallowed 
lips. Wherefore your majeſty may be 
pleaſed, i, you ſhould judge it meet, 


to write to the High-Prieft of the 


Fews, only to ſend out of every tribe, 
fix elders, whom he ſhall make choice 
| 75 as men beſt ſkilled in the know- 

age of their conſtitutions and cuj- 

toms; that by their aſſiſtance, i 
enterpreting and expounding of their 
wretungs, we may be able to gather 
Jomething from them to your maje/- 
ty's ſatisſfaction. EONS 


The king, upon this motion, gave 


directions for letters to be written to 


n 


in the 1 


, 


{ 
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The king also sent a present of 


* 
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fiſty talents of gold, for cups and 


| bowls, and gifts to a great value 


in pfecious stones, ordering those 
that had care of the coffers, wherein 
they were deposited, to let the lapi- 
daries chuse as they thought fit; and 
beside all this, the king assigned a 


of them, is not Jo correct as it ſhould hundred talents more for sacrifices, 


be, for want of a royal authority and 


% 1 


and other services of the temple: 

Uponthe death of the High-Priest 
Onias, his son Simon succeeded t& 
the office: he was a person of sin- 
gular piety towards God, and exem- 
plary tenderness and humamty tos 


ward mankind; from which cha- 


racter he was surnamed the Just. Si- 
mon lived not long, and leaving be- 
hind him only one son, a child, 


whose name was Ontas, his brother 


Eleazar entered upon the potificate; 
and it was to this Eleazar that Ptolemy _ 


wrote the following letter. 


KING PTOLEMY TO ELEAZAR THE 
HIGH PRIEST, 'SENDETH GREETING, 


7 HEREAS them were great 


numbers of Jews in my domi- 


mon that were brought captives his 


ther by the Perfians white they were 
in power; and whereas my father 
had. ſo great a value for them, that 


| ie entruſted ſeveral of them with 
| poſts in his armies, and in his ftron 


» 
.- 


holds and garriſons, for a chec 


| upon the Egyptians, with the al- 


| lowance of large penſions for their | 
: | ſervice : be it known unto you, that » 
notice also of the general release of I my/elf alſo, have been well dif- 

all the Jews that were prisoners in | poſed towards the Jews, fince my 
Egypt. ©» + } acceſſion to the throne of Egypt, 

. | having 


Eleazar the High- Priest, according to 


the proposal of Demetrius; taking 


þ = 


3 8 
„ Derr 
i 
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a. He 


my army, others, as I found them 


acceptable to God, than good offices to 
others for his jake, to whom I owe | 


- +4 power, I have propoſed tranſlating the 
* books of your law into Greek, and 


/ you will make choice of fix elders 


 affarr, are Andreas, a captain of my 


_ truſty and well-beloved friends, whom 
Aae charged alſo with a preſent 

of a hundred talents of filver for 
| | /erveand obey you in all things with- 
=. crafeces and your temple. - Your. an- | 0 15 

er as ſoon as possible will be accep- | power, in a juſt acknowledgment of 
rr our grace and goodneſs. N 

pon the receipt of this letter Purſuant to this ſenſe and conſci- 
ar, with all the deference and 
Fepetiimaginable, returned the fol- 
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having jet above an hundred tou, 
nd of them at liberty, and paid 
charge of then ran ſoms out of 
V 
Some of them I have made uſe of in 


difcreet and truſty, {have entertained 
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ELEAZAR THE HIGH PRIEST TO KING 
PTOLEMY, GREETING. 


= 


* majeſty, with your queen Ar/finoe, 


avout my perjon, and in the court, 
thinking, that I can do nothing more 


my government and being; uherefore 
out of a defire to ſerve the Jews all 
over the world, to the uttermoſt of my 4 

ne 


wing the tranſlation a place in my] 
Gbrary. | 


and with your uluſtrious family, it 15 
Jo hkewrſe with your ſervants the 
Fews. Your moſt gracious letter ts 
come to our hands, and we have read 
it in a full gongregation with infi- 
nite joy and ſatisfaction, as an in- 
ſtance not only of your clemency and 
good-will towards a diſtreſſed people, 
but as a token alſo of your fingular 
*-+ hag for the worſhip of the great 
God. | | 00 


In order to the compaſſing . | 


Sign, I ſhall eſteem it a great. favour 
out , each of your ſeveral tribes, 
whom you Addy 1445 the greateſt 
ill and underſtanding in the laws, © 
and fend them to affiſt me in this 
tran/lation ;-for I promiſe myſelf, i, 
T fucceed in this undertaking, to gain 
immortal honour by it. The per ſons 
I employ to tngat with you about this 


guards, and Ariſieus, two of my 


You, which 1 fend towards your ſa- 


We have received alſo by the ſame 
hands; that is to jay, by the hands 
of Andreas and Ariſtæus your beloved 
cubs, thirty filver ones, ſive goblets, 
and a table 4 be Serre ory the 
hundred talents towards the charge 
of facrifices, and other ſervices = 
the temple ; all which we have ſhewed 
and repreſented unto our brethren, in 
the moſt affectionate terms of grati- 
tude and reſpect; and we are all jo 
ſenſible of the great obligations you 
have been, pleaſed to lay upon us, that 
you may depend on our readineſs to 


out reſerve, to the uttermoſt of our 


Ou meſs of our duty, we have recom- 
mended unto God in our public pray- 


| ers, the protection of your royal per- 


* . 3 - Nein 
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on, queen, and children, together 
DS. / with 55 


JF it be well with your moſt excellent 


and learned friends, twenty golden 


ſervice of the altar, together with a a 


4 
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' with all that are near and dear to 


hiſtory of our laws and antiquities, 
may be of as much fatisfattion and 


advantage to you as your own heart 


can dere. | 


In order to this I have ſent fax el- | 
ders out of every tribe, with the'laws, 


to attend- your pleaſurt, ſubmitting 
our elves upon the whole to your fret 

and juſtice, that after the tranſcrib- 
ing of them, they may be returned to 


us jafe by the ſame bearer ; recom 


mending your majeſty to the Provi- 
dence of the Almighty. _ 

This was the High-Priest's answer 
to the king's letter, to which were 
subjoined, the names of the seventy 
elder that were sent by Eleazar up- 


on this occasion, which names we 
need not enumerate in this place. 
But it would be doing mjustice to 


the character and memory of this 
generous and pious prince, to omit 
in this part of our history the many 


and valuable presents he made upon 


the occasion, together with the ex- 
traordinary diligence and ardour he 
exerted in the promotion of the mag- 
nificent undertaking. As a memo- 
rial therefore of the same, we cite the 
following particulars, beginning with 
the golden table. 


As to the dimensions, the king sent 
his artificers to learn out the mea- 


sure of the former table at Jerusa- 


lem, and to see whether the place 
would not admit of a larger. They 
brought him word that he might 


— —_— 
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you, wiſhing peace and profperity to | 
le 53 people; and Ning 
God, that the work you have now in 


hand, of compiling a collection and 


strin mot 
—__ distances one from another. 
The outside of it was set with other 
rich stones of an oval cu and in | 
embossed work of twigs and. bran. 


whereupon he proposed to himself 
make this five times larger than 
other, But considering, that so gr 
a bulk might possibly make it too 
cumbersome and unweildy for daily 
use, and look more like a work of 
ostentation than for service, he came 
to a resolution with respect to the 
dimension. TY | o 

Now the king was well versed in 


— 
*. 
5 
1 


the nature and reason of things, and 


enjoyed such a presence of thought, 
for the finding out of expedients and 


new inventions, that it was a common 


. 


practice with him to form his own 
designs, and prescribe to the very 
98 themselves, their precise 
rules and measures; so that for the 
proportions of this table, he ordered 


it to be two cubits and a half in“ 


length, and one and an half in height; 
all of solid gold, and round about it 
a border to be made of a hand's 


breadth, set out on three sides with 


curious carving of flower works, 
twisted strings, and other agreeable 
figures; which being triangular, were 


likewise so equal . that turn 


it which way you would, (as it was 


easily transposed,) the pros pect would 
be the same. | 


This table was/delicately wrought 


all over, especially the parts of it 


that were most in sight; with an in- 


termixture of precious stones looped 


together by golden buckles, to the 


work before- mentioned, at 


make it as large as he pleased; Þ There were also several sorts of 


6 F 


ches creeping round the table. 


5 


Sh 


| 1 A COMPLETE HISTORY + 
fruits wrought together under the fi- : The graving work of these feet 
re of a crown, as bunches of | was incomparable, being the fancy of 
10 ears of corn, np ee | a follage of the vine and the ivy, so 
&c. all in their proper and natural | exquisitely executed, with grapes and 

position, and expressed by stones set | berries, that it was hard to distinguish 
In gold, bearing the native colour | them. But upon the least breath of 
- of what they represented. Under | air, the leaves would move and play, 


* DES” 


Me 


this crown was another row. of 


ovals; which, for the matter, the 


order, and ornament, was so like 


the former, and so exactly uniform, 


that there was no distinguishing one 
art from the other. Under the ta- 


as if it had been the work of nature 


rather than art. | bk: 
his table consisted of three parts, 
| which were so artificially put toge- 
ther, that there was no joints to be 


discerned, or so much as to be ima- 


gined where they met, and the thick- ; 
ness of it was half a cubit. las 
This great pines convinced all, 

| by the magnificence of his present; 

the inestimable value of the materi- 

| als, and the exquisite curiosity and 
perfection of the whole work, that 

what he abated of his first project in 


ble from side to side, there passed a 
golden plate of four fingers breadth; 
and into this plate the feet were fas 
tened with springs and hooks to keep. 
them firm and steady, by binding the 
cover and the frame together. 
_» ,: There was drawn also upon this 
table the resemblance of a menntler;”| 


* 


* 
\ 


kind. 
were divers pieces of sculpture in 
bows and knots, which were so em- 


the course of which was marked out 
with stones of lustre and value; ru- 


bies, emeralds, and whatever else was 


most precious or excellent in their 
Along this meander there 


bellished by an N disposition of 
chrystal and amber, for the advan- 
tage of the view, that it made alto- 


gether one of the most agreeable 


spettacles imaginableQ. | 
The cornishes of the feet had the 
resemblance of a lilly work, the 
stem upright, with the leaves and 


tendrils winding under the table. 


The basis was a hand's breadth 


over, garniched with rubies, and a 


border round about it; and two hands 


We . 


upon it. 5 Wh 


4 
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. 


size and proportion, was abundantly 


| supplied by a most munificent ex- 


3 


ä 


distance between the feet that rested a 
8 Ii they held three or four gallons a- piece; 


bowl, and inlai 


pence in art and ornament. 
There was also a pair of large gol- 
den cups, wrought half way to the 
with all sorts of 
precious stones, orderly ranged into 
the resemblance of a meander of a 


cubit over, with delicate figures of 


twigs, branching out into a kind of 


net-work, up to the brim, and in- 


terlaced with several curious designs, 
about four fingers broad, and adorn- 


ed with stones of value, as before; 
the borders were also set with an in- 
termixture of lillies, flowers, vines, 
grapes, and the like, round the lips 
O the vessel. 


This was the form of finishing of 
these goblets; and for the contents, 


and 
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and the silver pieces, were so glori- 
ous and radiant, that no chrystal was 
comparable to them 1 
I be king, after all this, furnish- 
ed cg golden vessels more, richly 


adorned. with precious. Stones, and 
overshadowed with vine and ivy- 
leaves in curious sculpture. 


Neither was the excelleney of | 


these miraculous pieces, wholly: as- 
cribed to the design and mastery of 
the artificer; but the king himself 
took a kind of pleasure in contribu- 
ting to the perfection of this work; 
making it a great part of his care 
and business, to visit the shops, and 
superintend the masters themselves 


in the execution of their. charge, 


which rendered them much more in- 


dustrious and intent upon their bu- 
siness, when they saw the king him- 


self had a more than ordinary regard 
and concern for the prosecution of 
the glorions undertax ing. 
Upon the delivery of these dona- 
tions, and the dedication of them 
to the use and service of the holy 
temple at Jerusalem, Eleazar treat- 
ed the king's commissioners with all 
due honour and acknowledgment, 
and then dismissed them with good 
wishes and 
their master... 
The king had no 
their arrrival at Alexandria, and that 
they. had brought the seventy elders 
with them, than he sent for his two 
embassadors, Andreas and Aristæus, 
from whom he received Eleazar's 


letter and particular satisfaction to 


many questions relating thereunto. 
His mind u as so bent upon an imme: 
diate conference with the seventy 
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presents, to return to 


sooner heard of 


47 


| 2 
persons that were sent over to him to 
interpret the laws, that no person had 
access to him upon any particular 
business, which was contrary to his 
usual custom of giving private audi- 
ence once in five days, and public 
onze a mont 45+ 5 
| . Having thus secured himself from 
any of those casual interruptions, he 


waited the arrival of Eleazar's agents, 
who attended him soon after with 
presents from the High Priest, and 
certain manuseripts of the Jewish 
laws, Written upon parchment in 
golden letters. SA 
Upon the king's asking for the 


7 
7 POS.” 
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books, they were produced to his 
admiration at the curiosity of the 
work; for the leaves were so artifi- 

cially put 2 that there was no 
discerning where one skin was joined 
to another. His majesty at the same 
time telling them, that he had a great 
respect for the person that brought 
him that piece of exquisite workman- 
ship, ind a greater yet for him that 

sent it; but the greatest reverence of 
all for the author of those laws that 


4 . 
8 
8 


were now: produced. 1 
The deputies and their assistants 
gave the king, with one heart and 
voice such moving instances, by 
their joint prayers and acclamations, 
of their zeal for the glorious institu- 
tion for the service, that he could 
not forbear weeping at the tender- 
ness of their respecctdme. 
The writings were then put into 
the hands of the officers that were 
to have. them in charge, and the 
king embracing the deputies, told 
them, that he would only in the first 
place speak a word or two to the bu- 

siness 


- 


ppg 


ea. 
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siness they came about, and after that 


take their persons into his peculiar 


care; as he looked upon the day of 
their arrival as so great a Providence 


to him, he resolved to have 1t ob- 


served all the days of his life, as an 


anniversary festival in commemo- 


they should be his guests, and or- 
dered them the most magnificent 
apartments in his own palace. 
The care of entertaining and pro- 
viding for Strangers was properly Ni- 


canor's province, who appointed Do- 


. rotheus under him in this, as in other 
cases, to see that every thing was 
conducted with decorum. 


It was a maxim with this prince 


always to entertain strangers accord- 


ing to the customs and manners of 


their respective countries; orders 
were therefore given that the elders 


should be strictly treated according to 


this rule. . $41 
The conduct of the entertainment 
was therefore committed to Doro- 
theus, as a person well versed in the 
manner and customs of the Jews. 


There were, in the first place, two 


seats, one on the king's right hand, 
the other on his left, by his own or- 
der, with all becoming deference to 
the commiss1oners. 1m 
When the guests had taken their 
places, the king bade Dorotheus serve 
them after the same manner, as he 


had formerly served their country- 


If any person is disposed to know the particulars of 


* 
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men upon the like occasion; so that 
the Egyptian priests and officers that 
usually attended the king upon these 
oecasions, were all discharged, and 
one of their own deputies and priests, 
Eliſa by name, was called upon by 


the king himself to pronounce the 
ration of the blessing. And it hap- | 
pened to fall out upon the very day 
of his naval victory over Antzgonus. | | 
The king, in fine, told them that a 
of the king, and his people, to the 


benediction, upon the table, who 


thereupon stood up to give God 


thanks; after which solemnity, and 
a fervent prayer for the happiness 


infinite satisfaction of all that were 


Present, the company fell cheerfully 
to the fare that was provided for 


The king took occasion, while 


they were at dinner, to start several 
philosophical questions, to pass from 
one subject to another, in order to 


sound their judgment and experi- 
ence, The commissioners were $0 
eee to every point, that the 

ing took great delight in their con- 


versation, and they continued feasting 


and rejoicing for the space of twelve 
The excellency of their judgment 


had wonderful effect, not only upon 


the king, but brought over Menede- 


NED {a 


mus the philosopher to acknowledge 
an over-ruling - Providence, and to 


put a final end to that controversy ; 
| the king acknowledging himself to 
be so exceedingly edified by the con- 
versing with these people, that they 


had instructed him in the very art of 
government, and therefore ordered 


them a gratuity of three talents a 
man; and then they were con- 


; SIE 2 , "2 v4 ka 
writ upon this subject. 
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duſted to their respettive apart- | 


ments. | 
At the end of three days, Deme- 
trius took them with him by a cause- 


- i 


| way of seven furlongs in length, 


and a bridge of communication be- 
| tween the island and the continent, 
and advancing from thence north- 


ward, settled them in a house by 


the sea-side, where they might be 
free from noise or disturbance, the 


retreat, in fine, being very com- 
modious for men of study and con- 


fre 8 nt 
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templation. When they were dis- 


posed of in this commodious man- 
ner, he requested of them, that they 


would immediately apply to the in- 


terpretation, bidding them God's 

speed, in the arduous undertaking. 
They spared neither care nor pains, 

but kept close to their studies from 


day- break till three in the afternoon, 


which was their time of refreshment, 

Dorotheus not forgetting, according 
to the king's order, to supply them 
with delicacies from his own table, 
cover and above a competency of 
provisions at the king's ordinary al- 
lowance. „„ 

It was their custom to wait upon 
the king every morning at his levee, 
and thence to betake themselves to 
their tasks again, washing their hands 
with sea water, before they entered 

upon their business. . 
Izhis version of the law was finish- 
ed within the compass of seventy two 


days, at the expiration of which, 


Demetrius called all the Jews together 
into the place where it was translated, 
and in the presence of the interpre- 
ters, read over the book, the assem- 
bly unanimously approving of the in- 


of the public. 


to him, he was transported with 455 


terpretation, and extolling Demetrius 
as the occasion of the great advanta- 
ges they had received. 

He also desired that it might be 
read by the eminent men of the na- 
tion, and after this the High- Priest, 
the elders, and the magistrates of 
the people proposed, that since the 
translation was so happily finished, 
the authority of it might be ratified, 
and the text remain unalterable for 
ever. 5 

They also came to an unanimous 
resolution, that the book should be 
subjected to a farther examination 


and revise. And if there should be 


found any thing in it, either redun- 
dant or defective, it might, upon 


mature consideration, be rectified; 


but that upon a farther approbation, 
it should stand good for ever. | 
The king was hereby doubly 


pleased; first, for the gaining of his 


point; and, secondly, that it suc- 
ceeded so happily to the advantage 


he came to hear it read 


2 


But when 


in the contemplation of the wisdom 


| of the law-giver, and entered into 


a discourse with Demetrius, in which 
he declared his firm persuasion, that 
neither any historian or poet could 
ever frame such incomparable laws. 
Demetrius made answer, that the 
form of them being so manifestly 
divine, and the subject of them so 
venerable, people were afraid of 
meddling with them, especially con- 
sidering what judgments had befal- 
len several people for their temerity 


in prophaning them; as Theopom- 
pus, acting the part of a plagin ,in 
6 G 2x pu 


publishing 
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ing sacred things with prophane, 


that e N this r ous | 


Wo REP 
But, in fine; upon his 1 repentance, 


and amendment, 


tragedy, was, upon the ack 
ledgment of his sin, restored to his 


sight again. 2 


The king, upon hes better of | 


these books from Demetrius, blessed 
. God and"worshipped, giving a strict 
command for the preserving of them 
saſe and entire; desirin the inte. 
preters also, that he might see ther 
5 . as often as they could upon a 
sit; assuring them, that it should 
turn to their onour as well as their 
ng 3 
He was obliged at present, ne ld; 
to part with them; but whenever 
they should come hereafter for their 
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publishing texts of holy writ as his | 
_ own invention, was struck with a fit 
of madness that held him thirty days; 
and in the intervals of his phrenzy, 
Was conscious of the sin, and asked 
God £7 0px for it, having reve- | 
lations also in his sleep that it was 
his audacious curiosity, in confound- 


he was restored | 
again to his right mind. And so it | 
fared likewise with Theodeftus tlie 
Poet, who being struck blind upon 
the intermixing of. divine writ, with | 


5 


talents of gold, the value of one ta: 
lent in cups; couches to sit and eat 
upon, with presents likewise for the 
High-Priest, of ten beds with silver 
feet, and suits of furniture belonging 
to them ; a chalice of thirty talents, 
ten purple robes, a glorious crown, 
and a hundred pieces of fine linen, 
besides cups and goblets of severa! 
sorts, and two golden vessels, dedi- 
cated to the service of the temple; 
desiring' the High- Priest by letter, 
that if any of these commissioners 
should be disposed to revisit him in 
any future time, he would grant them 
his permission, as he had a high es- 
teem for the conversation of learned 
men, and could not think his favours 
better bestowed than 5 so vene- 
e a 1 | 


8 


con AP. mm. 


VARIOUS INSTANCES OF RESPECT FROM | 
THE MOST POTENT PRINCES OF THE 
EAST TOWARDS THE JEWS. THEIR 
CAUSES ESPOUSED BY THE ROMANS. 
THEIR VARIOUS FORTUNES: Jo- 

EPH, THE SON OF: ONIAS, DISTIN- 


"cvisrrs HIMSELF ON DIVERS AC- 
COUNTS, AND BRINGS,HIS COUNTRY- 
MEN THE JEWS INTO OREAT RE- 


AND "ESTIMATION. 


pleasure, they Should not fail of such * 


an acknowledgment as might be- 
come wise men to Wie and a 8 
Prince to give I 2 5 

5 Upon this the king digmissed them 4 
wich a present to each of them, Gf 
f . Ted suits of pant, * two 


* 


Tu x Jews were in great essen 
among the . Asia, both. - 
for their fidelity and skill in military © 
affairs, insomuch that Seleucus, sur- 
named NMicanor, gave them the pri- 
vileges of irecinen i in x all the cities ye 
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Book VIII. 
built throughout Asia, and the lower 
Syria; nay, in the metropolis of An. 
tioch, declaring it to be his will and 
pleasure, that they should enjoy the 
same rights and immunities with the 


Greeks and Macedonians. 


prohibited the use of foreign oil, the 


money in lieu of it. 


manding farther, that if the Jews should pretend to the 


_ 


— 
ths ts 4 
£ * 


* 


O THE HOLY BIBLE. 


433. 


They laid more weight upon the 
sense of their ancient merits, than 
upon that of their present misde- 


thing, to promote the most conside- 


2 


8 


As for example, the Jews being 


Olympic officers, who had the order- 
ing of that affair, were obliged by the 
government to allow them so much 


insisted 


q 


The people of Antioch . 


- upon the abrogating of that custom 


the following war. But Mutianus, 
who was then governor of the pro- 
vince of Syria, would not suffer it. 
In the reign of Veſpaſian and his 
son Titus, the people of Alexandria 
would have had the Jews disfranchi- 
sed: but such was the honour and 
justice of the Romans, and especially 
of those two magnanimous princes 
before- mentioned, that they could. 
not obtain it; not that they wanted 
either pretence or provocation for a 
revenge upon a people who had long 
annoyed them, by a troublesome war, 
and so obstinate a rebellion. But they, 
looked upon their rites and priyileges 
to be still sacred; and therefore refus- 
ed to gratify either their own passions, 
or the importunity of two grgat na- 


tions with any vindictive act 6f 
Justice. | : 
. We read 0 the same purpose of Marcus: 


Agrippa's good affettion to the Jews, for when the Joni- 
ans, in a seditious animosty against those people, went 
to them with a remonstrance, that their city being singly 
and e their own, by the gift of Antiochus the 
grandson of Seleucus, whom the Grecians sirnamed the 
god, they desired to be put in possession of it with 
peculiar privileges, exclusive of all other people; de- 


rable interest. 
had taken up arms against the Ro- 
mans, had suffered enough by the 
calamities of war, without any other 
forfeiture; and that to punish those 


offering violence to co 
and une 8 
Under the reign of Antiochus the 
great, Asia, Judea, and Celo-Syria, 


were involved in perpetual : brous ; 


before. 


for Antiochus being at that time in 
"actual hostility with Philopator Pto- 
lemyy and his son Ptolemy, sirnamed 
Epiphanes, the Jews, between the 


Antiochus, were still sure to be suf- 


Judea. Wu.” Av 
In process of time, after the death 


* 


| en and made himself master 


- 


command of Scopas, at the, head of 


the river Jordan, and recovered the 


places in ets .and Samaria, 
which Scopas had 
rs 


The Jews u 


enge D 8 
. * 


hupes the same „ . * | 
The Jews brought the question to an issue, Nicholaus 


of Damascus bein -of their council, who- obtained judg- 


ment for them in favour of the right they claimed to the 
free exercise and enjoyment of their own laws and cus- 
| toms; Agrippa protiouncing upon the whole matter, that 
be could not agree to any innovation upongbat point. 


Those who would be farther satisfie 


ame immunities, it might be upon condition of their wor- 


* 


{ Nicholaus's history, B. 22g, 124, as quoted 


V Josephus. 
2ndered 


* 


of this tram action, may read the whole 17 large in 


BW” 


* 


” They observed, that those who 


ho had not offended, would e 
mmon sense 


in the series 


— 


prosporous and adverse fortune of 


ferers, though Antiochus, in the end, 


of Philopator, his son sent a great 
army into Celo-Syria, under the 


* 


meanor, and would not do a mean 


— 


lost possession of 
* 272 5 8 n ** ; | : 


pon this success sur- 
: 4 = NES | " * 


of their good-will and services upon 


- » the garriſon of the Egyptians zn the 


_ 


rendered themselves, received the 
army into their city, provided plen- 
_ tifully for the elephants, and valiantly 
assisted in the attack of the castle, 


* ? q = 8 
: : 
7 
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where Scopas had left a body of men 

0 garrion... _— 
_- Antiochus thought it but reasona- 
ble to gratit) he few with some ho- 

nourable token of the sense he had 
this occasion, and therefore wrote to 
such of his friends and officers as were 
witnesses of the obligations they had 
laid upon him; giving them to under- 
stand in the said letters, what kind of 
req; tal he intended to make them. 
a proof of the esteem which 
Antiochus retained for the Jewish na - 
tion, we deem it necessary to insert 


_ tle following letter. 0 


: ©. 
6 J%%%%%%%%%%%:i m 
RING ANTIOCHUS TO PTOLEMY 

„ a GRERTEMNG. 5 


| 72 ER EAS we have received b 


=P. veral inſtances of the good diſ- 
 pofitron and affettion of the Fews lo- 
ward us and our ſervice, from the 
teme of our firſt coming into their 
country, which they have expreſſed ' 


their magnificence, and reſpect of | 


By Meir elders and magiſtrates, in at- 


: 


tending us upon the way, the len- 


did reception of our per ſon and army 


into the city, and the ample provifien | 


they. made, both for our horſes and 
_ elephants, ee likewiſe agu uſt 


© Caſile.. Theſe good officers being duly 
 Confideredy 9 ourſelves bu 
in honour to beſtow upon them ſome 


 diftinguiſhing marks of our acknow- | 


to all ine inha 


ledgment and favour, by contributing 
towards the repairing of their mi ſe- 
rable city, and reſtoring it to its for. 
mer ſtate of magniſicence and glory, 
by recalling all their countrymen, 


4. wherever diſperſed, to their former 


ee fo. + . 
In order to the accompliſhment of 


* thoſe ende, e have in the firſt place 
| afegned twenty Hargerof ther of fil- 


ver toward the charges of their ſacri- 
fices, wine, oil and frankincenſe; and 
or fine flour, according to the cuſ- 
tom of the place, one thouſand four 
hundred and ſixty meaſures of wheat, 
and three hundred and feventy-froe 
Hin. EST > Hi 

And farther, it is our will and 
pleaſure, that all this may be executed 


and made good according to our order. 


And then for any thing that may be 
wanting toward the Teparring of the 
temple, porch or galleries. 

It is our defire, that the timber be 
ſupplied, whether from Judea, Li- 
anon, or any. other place, without 
any tax or du. . 

And we do alſo grant them the 

Jame immunity for. other materials, 
that may be made uſe of for the holy 
temple, with permiſſion moreover of 
an unverſal liberty to live and go- 
vern themſelves according to their 
country. laꝛus. _ 


oy VA 
55 at LY 


And we do hereby reſpectively fe 
charge their elders, prięſts, ſcribes, 
and finging-men, of poll-taxes, royal 


duties, and all other tributes whats 


And for a further encouragement 
to the ſpeedy re-peopling of this city, 
we do by our 85 67 authority grant un- 

utants of the ſame, and 


2 
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to ſuch others, as may come to reſide 
there, at any time between this an 
the month of Hyperbereteus next 


_ enſuing, a total exemption from all 
public impoſitions for the ſpace of. 


three years to come ; and ſo likews/e 


from that time forward, an abate- 


ment of one third part of all taxes, in 
 confideration of their paſt damage 


and fuffertgs. 


And finally, whereas: great num- þ | 
bers of thoſe people have been carried f great number of the Jews there, into 
away captive, and remain to this day | Phrygia, giving him his instructions 
in bondage, we do farther command, | | 

that they be forthwith jet at liberty, 
with ample reſtitution, for what had | 


* 


been taken from them. SOIL 
Nor did this benevolent prince 


to be published all over his domini- 
ons, in substance as follows : That 


no ſtranger ſhall preſume to enter 


into the temple, but with the conſent. 


of the Jews, nor without being pu- 


rifyed n | | 
mittance, according to the laws of 


the country: that no man ſhall dare 


5 bring into the city, the fleſh either 
of hor ſes or mules, or of aſſes, wild: or 
tame; the fleſh of panthers, foxes; 


* 


the Jews are not allowed Jo much: as 


or any other creature in the city, 
aucli as their forefathers, according 
to God's appointment, made uſe of for 
Jacrifices, upon the penalty of three 
thouſand drachmas, to be levyed 6 
every offender againſt the ſard orders, 
for the uſe and benefit of the priefts. 
py 5 


alter before his ad- 


haves, or of any other creature that 


| to touch, nor the ſhims of any of them; | 
non to bring up, or feed _ of theſe 5 
i ut 


3 


3 
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This king also upon another emi- 
nent occasion gave the world a sig- 


nal proof of the high esteem he had 


r 0001} 2 ONT RS. 
Upon the breaking out of a com- 
Motion in Phrygia and Lydia, Zeuxes 
at that time commanding an army 


in the upland provinces, the king 


presently ordered his general, a per: 
son for whom he had a ce pa 5 


spett, to send away from Babylon a 


in a letter to this effect: 


* * * 


THE KING ANTIochus ro 2 
HIS FRIEND AND FATHER, GREETING. . 
stop here, but followed his generous FE 75 Py 
declaration in favour of the people; | 
with another edi,” which he caused 
| perſons who ſtrive to raiſe ſeditions 
| and make innovations in Phrygia and 


derſtand, that there are ſeveral 


dia, it behoves me to provide againſt 


ſuchi caſualties; fo that I am now ta 
' acquaint ou, that I am adujed by . 
my council, and friends, to take two 


thoujand Jewiſh families out of Bas 
hon and Meſopotamia, and to tranjs 


fort them into Phrygia, with their 
goods and whatever belongs to them, 
and there to place them for a guard 
an e holds and garriſons, being 

phly. perſuaded of their zeal 


tho? 
elity; not only from the prin- 


| ctþles of their religion, but from the 
proof and experience of their allegi 

ance to my anceſtors. 
"WheFefore, it is my pleaſure, that 
theybe forthwith era pore. giving 
th fall 420 | 


them all affurance, | 
enjoy the freedom of their own. 1aws 
aun . 


4 


TJIHEREAS I am given to un. _ 
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 toaſſign them lands and poſſeſfions, 
wit all conventencies for building, 


plantin and tillage; with an immu- 
nity atſo from all taxes and contri- 
buttons, out of the profits for ten year 


be 


In the mean whale, till they ma 
able to 1 76 themfelves out of the 
fruits of their own induſtry, you are 


- 


to allow them a competent proviſion of | 
wheat, for the maintenance of them-' 
fJelves and their families; by "which. 
kind uſage they guill be encouraged to 


* 


act more cheerfully in our fervice. You 
aral, e ee they be 
not expojed to any fort of woubls or 
his 1s to shew 
tiochus the great had for the Jews: 
after which, there followed a league 
of amity and alliance between this 
king and Ptolemy, upon a marriage 
with his daughter Cleopatra, who 
had in lieu of a portion, Celo-Syra, 


% 


+ + Phenice, Judea and Samaria. The | 
revenue was divided between the 


two kings, and framed to some of 
the principal men in the respective 
2 8 who took care of the col - 
ections, and paid their proportions 
into the king's treasury, according 


to the contract. 3 
The Samaritans were at chis time 


| haughty and powerful, and particu- 


larly troublesome in their inroads up- 


on the ſews; carrying several of 


them away captives; and this ra- 
vage 


time of the high- priest Onias: For 
'* after the Math of Eleazar, his uncle 
Manasses assumed the pontification; 
And after his death, succeeded Onias, 


what esteem An- 
the danger, his heart being wholly 
devoted to avarice and only set upon 
money. %% Do pet oa 


was committed chiefly in the 


W their arrival there, you art 


_ 


_— 4 
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oy 


q 


IO R 


9 


* 


4 * 


q r 


the son of Simon the just; which 

Simon was the brother of Eleazar. 
This Onias was weak and covetous, 
to the excess ive degree of refusing the 
king the customary tribute of twenty 


talents, which his ancestors still paid 


him, in acknowledgment of their al- 
egiance. This behaviour of Onias, 


incensed Ptolemy Euergetes the fa- 
er of Philopator to such a degree, 
that he sent an ambassador expressly 
to Jerusalem, with a menace to de- 


mand the payment of it, upon the 
peril of having an army quartered : 


upon their country at discretion, and 


a new plantation settled there, if they 
did not immediately comply. This 
message gave the Jews most terrible 


apprehensions; but Onias braved 


Onias had a nephew, whose name 


| was Joseph, the son of Tobias, who 


though a young man, acquired great 
reputation among the Jews, for his 
justice, prudence, and integrity. Be- 


ing on a certain occasion at Phicolar 
the place of his birth, his mother 


sent him an account of the messen - 


ger beforementioned, and of his bu- 
siness, infornfing him that he had in - 
veighed against Onias for endanger- 


ing the public peace, and not attend - 


ing to the interest and welfare of the 


| people, to whom he stood indebted 


EDGY 


for his 
j ag 
But however, if his heart was 80 


promotion, both sacerdotal 


possessed by avarice, that he would 
Sacrifice his country, friends and all, 


rather than part with his money, he 


advised him to make a dutiful 


appli- 
cation 
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cation to the king about it, and to 
try if he could get the whole, or at 
least some part of it remitted, . Onias 
made answer, that he was not so fond 
of his place either in church or state, 
but he could willingly part with 
both, if it were permitted him, ra- 
ther than go to the mg upon that 
errand; and that for his part, he 


SP: o | 
would not concern himself in the 4 


mattes 8 5 
Upon the refusal of Onias, Joseph 
asked permission to attend, and his 


request being granted, he went up to | 


the temple, where he called a con- 
regation, and bade them take courage 
* he was in hopes that the failure 
- of his uncle would have no further ill 
consequences; telling them, that if 
they thought fit, he would wait upon 
the king himself in their name, and 
do his utmost to reconcile matters be- 
tween them. The whole multitude 
gave him thanks for the proposal, and 
| felt the business entirely to his ma- 
nagement. . 3 
Joseph, upon this, went his way to 
find out the king's commissioner; and 
when he had treated him splendidly 
for some certain days, and made him 
rich presents, dismissed him to his 
master, with an assurance that he 


would presently follow him. 

Joseph's heart was now set more 
and more upon this expedition, be- 
ing not only encouraged and invited 
to it by the king's messenger, but 
assured also of the best service he 
could do him; who made no doubt 
aàt all, but that upon such an applica- 
tion, 


WA 
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Joseph might probably gain | 


| with the address of the young man; 


he took care to speak greatly in com- 
tention of his uncle. 


Cleopatra, were in a manner ena- 
moured with 
him. 


to his friends in Samaria to take up 


clothes, horses, carriages, plate, and 
other necessaries amounted to twenty 
thousand drachmas. ; * 

He happened in his way to 
andria, to fall in company with a train 


bs GE * 


8 


est bidder. 
These 


contempti 


on his way to Alexandria; and bein 


him iS. in his chariot with the 

queen, and his particular confident 
Athenion, in his return to Alexan- 
dria. | EA 


his point. 
was so honourably treated by Joseph 


This person was greatly pleased 


5 


Pd 


carried the embassy to Jerusalem, and 


* 


and upon his return to Egypt, re- 
wigs cy the ingratitude of Onias, 


mendation of Joseph, who had gene- 
. rously taken the office upon himself, 
to atone for the indolence and inat- _ 


** In Short, this minister was 80 ta- 
ken up with the subject of Joseph's 
character, that the king and his wife 


him before they saw_ 
Upon this occasion, Joseph sent | 


money for his equipage; which in 


Alex- 


of the princes and nobility of Syria 
and Phenicia, who were at that time 
on their way to the king, in order to 
treat with him about his revenue, ac- 
- cording to yearly custom of putting 
it up by way of auction to the high- 
reat men ridiculed the 
ble appearance of Joseph - 


and his retinue: but he proceeded 


there informed that the king was still 
at Memphis, prosecuted his journey, 
and had the good fortune to meet 


This Athenion was the pgrson who 


4 


Sa”: 


in that place. He therefore no sooner | 

cast his eye upon the Hebrew, than he 
informed the king, that he was the 
very person of whom he had spoken 


2 a 


logy) 


so many excellent things at his re- 


turn from Jerusalem. „ 
Ptolemy upon this stopped and sa- 
lluted him, and took k | 
"chariot; complaining upon the first 


reeting, how ill he had been used 


y Onias. 


4 child, and 1 hope your majeſty will 


_ *mpute nothing to Onias beyond that 


m into his 


Sir, (said Joseph, by way of apo- 
| an old man is the ſecond time 


| 


enfermity. But for the young men 


meg them wanting in his duty. 
3 


*that are in their vigour of ſtrength 
and underſtanding, I dare be anſtuer- 


able for it, that you ſhallnot find any 


= king Was 80 delighted with this 4 


instance of Joseph's diseretion and | 


respect, upon this first interview, 


The day of 


lodging 


entertaining him at his own table; 
which singular respect gave no small“ 
disgust to the envious Syrian noble 
men, when they observed at Alex- 
andria the honour that was done to 


* 


— auction now arrived, 
When the several branches of the re- 
venue were to be put up, and the 
nobility. of each respective province 
to bid for the purchase. At length 
they contrected for eight thousand 
talents upon the duties of Celo-Syria, 
Phenice, Judea and Samaria. 
IJeoseph blamed the contractors for 
_ - undervalying the composition, and 
._ offered to double the sum proposed. 
Phe king, pleased wick the offer, and 


vell disposed toward Joseph, demand- 


—— 


_  ._ that he gave orders immediately for | 


im in his own palace, and 


ed of him, what security he could 


Joseph replyed, that he could give 


give for the performance of his agree- 


him the security of persons beyond 


all exception. And upon the king's 
bidding him name them, his answer 


was, that he doubted not, but his 
majesty and the queen would be mu- 


tually bound for his honest. 
The king was so well satisfied with 
this ingenious way of proceeding, 
that he intrusted him with his reve- 
nue upon his on word, without any 
other sureties. . 
This surprizing preference of a 
stranger, greatly disgusted the rest 
of the contractors, who were much 
displeased at being obliged to depart 
without their errand, © 


Joseph, upon having so great trust 


_— 


reposed in him, desired a guard of 


two thousand soldiers to support him 


in the collectiong of the duty, in case 


of any opposition; which guard was 


ranted him. And having thereupon 
dee five hundred talents of the 


king's friends in Alexandria, he went 


into Syria. 


Upon his arrival at Askalon, and 


demanding me king's tribute, the7ß 


not only refused him the money, but 


insolently reviled him, so that he 
presently caused his soldiers to take 
up twenty of the ringleaders, and in- 


fitted exemplary punishment upon 


them; raising a thousand talents out 


of their forfeited estates, and sent the 


treasure to the king, with a particu- 


lar account of what had been done. 


The king so highly approved of 
the wise and discreet conduct of Jo- 


Boox VII _ 
seph, that he entrufted him after 
that to do whatever he thought fit. 
This recent example of his severity 
upon the people of Askalon, wrought 
so effectually upon the rest of the 8Sy- 
rians, that they set their gates open 
in all places to Joseph; and without 
any difficulty or scruple, paid their 
lowed the example of Askalon, in 
obstinately refusing of their custom - 
ary impostiions, and contemning the 
king's officers and authority; so that 
Joseph was forced to.deal with the 
ringleaders there, as he had done be- 
fore, upon the like occasion, account- 
ing it a point of wisdom to secure 


® what they had got, and to make their 


country maintain itself. 
At length, Joseph having done 
great honour to his country, and 
ully evinced his moderation, piety 
and justice, paid the debt of nature, 
to the great regret of the Jews, to 
whose Telief an 
eminently contributed. 
He executed a commission of re- 


ceiver of all public duties in Syria, 


Phenice and Samaria, for the space of 
two and twenty years.. 
His uncle Onias died also about 
the same time, and his son Simon 

succeeded him in the priesthood; 

and upon his demise, was succeeded 

by his son, who was likewise named 
J!... De Ne 


* | 
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The inhabitants of Scythopolis fol- 


\ 
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CAP. VI. 1 


THE KING OF LACEDEMON CLAIMS 
KINDRED WITH THE JEWS, AND 
SEEKS ALLIANCE WITH ONIAS. VA- 
RIOUS EVENTS BEFAL THE NATION 
OF THE JEWS. DEMOLITION OF THE 
TEMPLE. APOSTACY OF GREAT NUM. 
BERS OF THE JEWS. 3 


N the succession of Onias, the 
son of Simon, to the pontifi- 
cate, Arius, king of the Lacedemo- 
nians, sought the friendship and al- 
liance of the Jews, in an embassy 
couched in the following terms. 


— — 


ARIUS KING OF THE LACEDEMONIANS 
Fe  TO;ONIAS, HEALTH, 
V/ HEREAS there is come to our 


fand an ancient manuſcript, 


welfare he had so 


ſetting forth the near affinity between 
our anceſtors and yours, and the re- 
lation in which we ftand to the line 
of Abraham ;'it is but reaſonable for 
our brethren ſo nearly allied, to do 
all good offices ane toward-another. 
This is therefore to offer you the 
command of any thing within our 
power to ſerue you, as we ourſelves 
fall take the freedom in looking upon 
- YOUT concerns as OUT Own, and join- 
mg in one common mtereſt. | 
You are to receive this letter from 
our truſty ſubject and ſervant Demo- 


1 teles, written on a quarts; page, and 


ſealed with the figure- of. an eagle 
holding a dragon in her talons. i 
After the death of Joseph, the 


— 


people broke out into mutinies and 
OE oa seditions, 


'Seditions, upon the quarrel of the 
sons that he had left behind him; the 


gelder brothers making war upon the 


younger. The major part of the peo- 
| $5 appeared also in favour of the 
former; and, among the rest, Simon 
the High- Priest, upon account of his 
relation. „ e 
His son Hyrcanus did not think fit 

to return to Jerusalem, but kept him- 
self still beyond Jordan, where he 
maintained a perpetual war with the 
Arabians, killing great numbers of 
them, and carrying others into capti- 
vity. He caused a marvellous strong 
castle to be erected there; the walls, 
from the bottom to the top, being 


all of white stone, with figures upon 


them of several sorts of creatures, of 
an extraordinary size and proportion. 
This building was encompassed 
with a deep ditch, or moat, and 
vaults cut out through a mountain 


just opposite to it, of several furlongs | 
min length, and only broad enough at 

the mouth for one man to enter at a 
time, which they did both for fear | sel 
5 I the other changed his name fo 

' nelaus. . Rn” 1 5 
In this confused state of things, 
one brother advanced a faction against 


the other, and the people divided 


and security. 

There were also in this castle places 
for entertainment and lodging; va- 
riety of fountains both for pleasure 
and ornament; large courts, stately 


buildings, and spactous gardens. To | 
| with the new High-Priest Menelaus; 
| but the greater 
upon the borders of Arabia and Judea | tude joined with Jason, and so much 
| overpowered the other, that Menelaus 


this place thus elegantly completed 
he gave the name of Tyre, which lies 


beyond Jordon, and not far from the 


country of the Essebonites. Hyrca- 
nus held chis government for the | Antioch, declaring themselves that 
they would no longer be tied up to 
their country's laws and institu- 


tions, but go over to the religion of 


space of seven years; during which 


Seleucus reigned in Syria. After his © 


death his brother Antiochus, other- 


wise called Epiphanes, succeeded 


A COMPLETE HISTORY — 


"IE 
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king 


goods and es 


him, at which time died Ptolemy also, 
of Egypt, who was likewise 
called Epiphanes. . 

This Ptolemy left two sons behind 


on himself, and An- 
zession of all his 


4 ; 25 ” £ 
1 
* 
* 


violent hands up 
tiochus took 


Onias the High- Priest dying about 


this time, Antiochus Epiphanes ad- 
vanced his brother eſus to the pon- 
tificate, his own son being at that 
time a minor. This Jesus fell un- 
der the king's displeasure, who de- 
posed him . the pontificate, and 
transferred it afterwards to Onias the 
younger brother. Now these were 


the three sons of Simon, and they 


all arrived to the dignity of the Priest- 


hood; but Jesus chose rather to take 
upon himself the name of Jaſon. as 


upon it. The son of Tobias sided 


art of the multi- 


and the sons of Tobias withdrew to 


their king, and the Greek way of 


Worship: 


r Me- Ze, 


him, both of them minors; the name 
of the elder was Philometor, and the 
name of theother Phy/con. Antiochus | 
| was at that time very strong and pow- 
erful; insomuch, that Hyrcanus, for 
fear of being called to an account for 
his inroads hots the Arabians, laid 


* 


* 


# 
4 


command of the Romans, to with- 
draw his army immediately, at his 


of other nations. 


time so easy at home, and his peo- 
ple so well settled, rest ved to try an 


where he circumvented Philometor 


Book VIII. 
worship: desiring liberty to ere a 
Kind of academy, or place for pub- 


lic exercises in Jerusalem. Upon 
the obtaining of this licence, they so. 
disguised their bodies, that even 
naked, there was no visible difference 
between them and the Greeks, at the 


sameè time casting off all regard to 
the jewish laws and customs, and 


betaking themselves to the manners 


5 


Antiochus finding himself at this 


expedition into Egypt, partly fom 


an ambition to make himself master 


of the country, and partly from a 
| the spoil was so considerable, that 


reliance on the weakness and inabi- 
lity of Ptolemy's sons, to manage 
such a war; so that he advanced 
with a mighty army to Pelusium, 


by craft, and advanced into Egypt, 
and from thence to Memphis, and 
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He made himself master of it with- 

out any difficulty; for the gates 
were set open to him, by the trea- 

chery of a party he made in the town, 
where he exercised great cruelty, and 
put many people to the sword, with- _ 
out regard to sex or age, pillaged 
the city, and carried the treasure 
away to Antioch. WEE. 
| This calamity happened in the se- 
cond year after the taking of the city, 
and in the hundred and fortieth from 


the first Seleucus. In this furious 
| outrage, they did not spare even those 
who quietly open the gates to them, 


for the greater liberty of breaking in 
upon the riches of the temple, where 


the value, they thought, might in 
some degree atone for the ever? a | 
In short, the temple Was wholly 

stripped and riffled, all the holy ves- 


| sels and utensils were taken away 


nay, the very hiding-places, where 


other neighbouring places, which he 
likewise reduced ; and then proceed- 
ed to Alexandria, with a design to 
reduce at once both the king and 
the city; but upon the peremptory 


- 


peril, he gave over his design, and 
quitted what he had taken, as we have 
said hereto fore. a 
Antiochus, at his return from 
Egypt, from whence he was affright- 


ed by the menaces of the Romans, 


and forty-third year, from the time 
that the kingdom of Syria fell into 
the family of Seleucus, | 


marched with his army to Jerusalem, 
and entered the city, in the hundred 


etook himself to his country, and 


N concealed an immense treasure, 


were all laid open, and not so much 
as any relick left of this prodigious 

wealth. And farther, to consum- 
mate the misery of these poor peo- 


ple, their daily sacrifices, were for- 


bidden, the city levelled with the 
ground, the inhabitants partly killed, 
partly carried away captives, toge- 
ther with their wives and children, 
to the number of ten thousand; their 
walls demolished, and their stately 
edifices consumed by fire. ty 
He erected a tower in the city that 
overlooked and commanded the tem- 
ple itself; and when he had supplied 


| and fortified the place, put a strong 


| 


I not without a mixture of execrable 


garrison of Macedonians into it, but 


and 


— 


* - ar any Jew to cireumeise their ch i- 


and apostate Jews, that were as ma- 
Jicious as the very worst of their ene- 


mies. 55 1 
Hle raised an altar in the temple, 
and sacrificed hogs upon it in a most 
ppiteful contradiction to the laws and 
Constitutions of the Jews. © 
He forced all people to extremi- 
ties, Who would not renounce the true 

5 God, and worship his idols. And so 
An all their other cities and towns; he 


Sacrifice of swine's flech. © 
He made it a most grievous penalty 


Aren, keeping informers, either to 
prosecute, or extort from them an 
_obedience by terror or force, so that 
the major part of the ſews, either by 
their own accord, or tear of punish- 
ment, confPlyed with these orders, 
though some stood bravely against all 
trials or torment, and death itself, 
rather than depart from their reli- 
gion and laws. Some had their bo- 
ies cut and torn with whips, and 
then crucified alive, with their wives, 
and so many of their children as 
were circumcised, hanging about their 
necks, according to the * order. 
The holy scriptures were destroyed 
also wherever they were found; and 
it was made death so much as to en- 
tertain them. FRV 
The Samaritans, conformable to 
the character we have before given 

of them, when they found the Jews 
reduced to so miserable a state of dis- 

tress, for ear of being brought to 
bear a share in their calamities, ings | 
mediately 3 all kmdred with | 
them, disowning the temple of Ga- 


* 


468 * 


and Persians. 


To enforce the belief of which, 


in all thei he | TO KING ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES, "THE | 
puilt temples and altars for the daily | 


. alledging themselves to be the 1 
(as indeed they were) of the Medes 


% 


and in order to take off the danger, 
| apprehended upon this occasion, they 
sent a solemn embassy and addrgs to 
Antiochus, in these terme. 


1 ; N 
0 


ILLUSTRIOUS GOD, THE HUMBLE PE. 
TITION OF THE SIDONIANS, INHABI- 


|  TANTS OF SIGHEM, SHEWETH. - 


I TH4 T the forefathers of your 


petitioners, lying under the af- 
Ailton of many and grievous plagues 
in their own' country, were partly 


| wrought upon ” that calamity, and 
ile 


im part preva 
ftition of an ancient cuſtom, to join in 
the religious obſervance of a certain 
Fefttval, which the Fews call the Sab. 
bath, and in the erecting of the tem- 
ple upon the mountain Garizin, where 
Jacrifices were offered to God without 
PDP eg al T1904 - OS 
Moo, that your majeſty hath been 
pleaſed to inflift a puniſhment upon 
_ this wicked people, ſuitable to the 
hermoufnefs of their offences, and to 
appoint officers, who upon a ſuppoſi- 
tron that we were of the fame flock, 
are thereby induced to involve your 


a upon by the ſuper- 


hHetitioners with the Fews in the ſuame 
crime; whereas we derive our ori- 


ginal from the Sidonians, as we can 
make appear by record, extant to this 
are oelicks „„ 


May it pleaſe your majeſty, to grant 


* 
Fi 


—— 2 


that 


- | fuch order to Appollonius our gover- * 
_ rizin for the temple of God - and | nor, in favour of your petittoners, 


1 


"Boor VO. © 


the crimes charged upon 
"but on the contrary, that they go- 
vern themſelves according to the way 


and faſhion of the Greeks. 


— 


* 
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that they may not be any farther mo- 


leſted for the future, upon the ſuſpi- 


traction. 


ion of any correſpondency with the 
- Jews, to whom we are as much firan- 
gers in our manners, as in our ex- 


2 


And we do farther pray, that the 


temile which hath ſtood hitherto with- 
out any dedication, may from this 
time forward be called the temple of 
Jupiter of Greece, to the end, that 
when we ſhall live in more ſecurity 


and freedom, as to the government 
/ our own private affairs, we may 


the better attend thoſè duties in the 


-advancement / your ſervice and re- 
venue. %%%; ꝶ n os. 
In answer to this request of the 
Samaritans, the king wrote back as 


followeth. 53 b 


8 
** 


KING ANTIOCHUS TO NICANOR. 
4 the Sidonians at Sichem, which 


we have here annexed. to this letter; 
thus 2s to let you underſtand, that it 


- appeareth unto us, upon the infor- 
mation of the bearers thereof, that 


the Sidonians are no way guilty of 
e Jerus; 


Wherefore it is our will and plea- 


ſure that they receive no further trou- 
ble about the matter. 


And to what 
concerns the temple, it is our will 
aſſo, that from this time forward it 
may be known and diſtinguiſhed by 
the name of Fupiter of Greece. 


FJAVING veceined a petition from ; 


2 e 
_ have written to the ſame effect alſo to | 


| 


| laged and 
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our governor Appollonius. Datein 


the forty-fixth year, and the eleventh 
V | 


There lived at this time in Modim. 
a village Jude, one Matthias a | 
amily of Joarib, and a 
This person, 
being of a pious disposition, would 


priest of the 
native of Jerusalem. 


frequently condole, with his sons, 
on account of the deplorablg 


2 
; 
* 


of the Jewish nation, their city he- 


ing laid desolate, their temple pil- 
d prophaned, with many 
other calamities. He would observe, 


how much more glorious it would be 


to fall a sacrifice to the laws and re- 
ligion of their country, than to linger 


out a miserable life in this servile 


manner. ei a : 
When the king's officers entered 
the village, to enforce the execution 


of their master's orders they began 
to tamper with Matthias, as a 
son of authority, and one who might 


29 


be a leading example to all the rest. 
They laid before him the danger 
of disobeying, with the advantages 
and rewards - should receive upon 
his compliance. And upon these 
terms charged him, in the king's 
name, to worship 
manded, which he not only refused 


to do, but told them positively, That 


every ſoul within their maſter's 
dominions ſhould yield to him in that 
articular, he would never ſubmit 


as he was com- 


hamfelf, or adviſe any of his ſons to 


abandon the religion of their coun- 
1 17 7 
Matthias stopped here; and after a 
er silence, a Jew came forth from 
the multitude to sacrifice wary: ga 


to the method prescribe®by the of- 
BE a rr Eo. 


E 
3 
* 


"fighrs; but Matthias and his sons were | 


— 
5 * 
* . 


»” 


*minable worship. VVV 
In the violence of their resentment, 
they overturned the altar also; Mat- 
thias callin 
to the people about him, As many of | 
vou as have a zealous regard for the 
purity of your religion, follow me. 


© drew themselves into the wilderness, 
: a their goods and effects behind 


number of families into the desert, 
where they lived for some time in 


When this came to the ears of the 
lem, and marched after the Jews into 


the wilderness. Upon coming up to 
them, they endeavoured to bring 


this was to no purpose; so that when 
they found all efforts ineffectual, they | 
pitched upon the sabbath day for an | 
attack upon them, burning and de- 


tirement, without any resistance, or 
so much as stopping the mouths of 


renee they 


wmmhat day, and the laws that com- 
manded then to keep it holy, ae 


N 


Abelles, with all his guard, as they | 
ground; but there were also great 


them to bethink themselves, and to 
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50 inflamed at the indignity of this af 
front, that in a fury they not only 


Killed the Jew, but the king's officer 


Were forcing the people to that abo- 
out with a loud voice 
The father and the sons then with- 


They were 2 followed by a 


Caves. Fa | 


3 I * 


king's general officers, they drew the 
garrison out of the castle at Jerusa- 


them over, by fair words, advising 


take more prudent measures, without 
forcing the soldiers upon the neces- 
sity of a military execution. But 


stroying them in their places of re. 


their cabes; for such was the reve- 


— 
7 


d for the observation of 
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they chose rather to perish; than pro- 
phane it. 5 F 


There were near a thousand of 


them, men, women and children, 
who were thus suffocated under. 


numbers that escaped, and listed 


„ 


tars, and put all apostates to the 


themselves under the command of 
Matthias. 5 


Matthias finding the 5 elfedts of 8 


this inactivity, represented to _ 
the legality of defending themselves, 


when their lives were in danger, on 


the sabbath, as well as upon any 
other day; otherwise that scruple 


would be their total desruction; for 
their enemies taking advantage of 
that superstition, would be sure to at- 
tack them at a time when they were 
certain they should meet with no re- 
Sistance, _ Eo 
The propriety of this remark was 


so evident, that they were all con- 


| vinced of the lawfulness of using 
their arms on the sabbath, in case of 


necessity ; and the practice of it con- 
tinued ever since. 1 - 
The great general was by this 


time master of a considerable force, 


insomuch that he destroyed their al- 


sword, appointing children to be 
circumcised, which was before for- 
bidden; and expelling the king's 
officers that were appointed to hin- 


der it; having drawn into a body all 
that had dispersed themselves up and 
| down into hiding-places for fear of 


the enemy. 5 5 5 
Matthias having now been a full 


year in this command, felt himself 
seized with certain symptoms of 


death; and calling his sons about 


him, 
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him, spoke to them to this purpose: 
My dear ſons, my hfe is drawing 
o an end; but I am now to charge 
you upon my bleſſing, before I leave 


Jou, that you ſtand firm to the cauſe 


hat your father has afſerted before 
you without the leaſt deviation. 

Nemember what I have told you ; 
and do as I have adviſed you. Do your 


_ utmoſt to ſupport the rights and laws | 


of your country, and to reſtore the or- 


der of a nation that is almoſt devour- | 


ed by its own corruptions and idola- 


tries; ſhun all communication with | 
thoſe that either for fear, or for in- 


tereſt, have betrayed it. 
Seu yourſelves ſons worthy of ſuch 
à father; and in defiance of all ob. 


yo TYP 


1 in defence of your county 1 


8 


'  eſteemang this the only. way to preſerve 
you. un 
con/ideration of ſo unſhaken a virtue, 


He will, in time, reſtore you to your | 


former life and manners. - 


Our bodies, it is true, are mortal, | 


but great and general actions will 
make our memories immortal, and 


that is the glory to which I would | 


| have you aſpires” 
Be fure, to agree among your ſelves, 
and in what degree ſoever any of you 
_hath an advantage over the reſt, re- 
Fign to him 
Mie. | Sr 
A, for example, It being Simon's 
faculty to form a right judgment of 
things, I ſhall adviſe you to pay the 
Jame regard to his councils. as thoſe of 
a father. Maccabeus excells in mi- 
Atary conduct and bravery; where- . 
fore chuſe him for your general, as 


EL 


the buſineſs. of his pro. 


1 


od's favour. And that in 


P. 
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of your friends, and for the cruſhing 8 


of your enemies. 


CHAP. V. 


JUDAS SUCCEEDS MATTHIAS IN TE. 


COMMAND OF THE JEWISH ARMY. 
DEFEATS: THE GOVERNORS OF SA- 
MARIA; GOES TO JERUSALEM. - SUC- 
_ CESS OF JUDAS MACCABEUS. PURI- 
FIES THE TEMPLE, AND REGULATES: 
THE CONFUSED STATE OF HIS COUN- 
TRYMEN. PERFORMS MANY GAL- 


dn, - 
8 2 

. 

. 

3 

* 


LAN T ExPLOTTS IN CONJUNCTION | 


WITH SIMON. TRANSPORTATION OF 
THE JEWS! OUT OF GALLILEE INTO 
JUDEA. -DESTRUCTION OF EPHRON. 

JOSEPH AND AZARIAS IN FIGHTING: 
CONTRARY : TO ORDER, ARE DE- 
FEATED.. . | 37h, 


NA FATTHIAS-eonchuded his dis- 
& course to his sons with prayers 

to God for a blessing upon their en- 
deavours, towards the redemption 


of their countrymen and the recove- 


ry of their antient rights and privi- 
leges. * e ESE 7 
Soon after this he expired, and was 
buried at Modim. After his funeral 
obsequies were soleninized, Judas, 


otherwise Maccabeus, had the nora 


administration put into his hands, 
which was in the year one hundred 
and forty-s1x, reckoning from Sele- 


| ucus the first; and he was so well sup- 


ported by his brothers, that he cleared 


the country of the enemy, and purg- 


ed the land from all the abominab 
pollutions 
therein. 1855 1 
The news of this turn of affairs 


0 


that had been practised - 


upon 
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His people up 
with Appollonius himself, disarming 
him with his own hand, and carrying 
| force of innocence ts invincible. 
With these spirited words, he led 
his men on to the battle, where they 
behaved themselves like heroes; en- 
gaged Seron, killed him upon the 
spot, and defeated the whole arm: 

| of the Assyrians. For upon the fall 


maria, to advance with his army 


.. agallfist Judas; who, without loss of 
time, met him half way, fought and 


gouted him, killed a great number of 
on the spot, together 


off his sword in triumph. He also 


_  Spolled the camp, and carried off a 
booty of prodigious value. 


Ihe tidings of this defeat, and of 
the vast reinforcements that came 


thronging in to Judas upon this suc- 
cess, gave Seron, the governor of 


Celo- Syria to understand, that it was 


and resolution, 
_—_—_ oo 8 

Fellow Soldiers, It is not the arm 
gives the 


necessary to be upon his guard, 8e 
that he took a resolution immedi- 


ately to come to a battle, esteeming 


himself bound to chastise mutineers, 


and bring 


rebels to obedience, — 
In order, to this expedition, with 
what men he had of his own, and 


with the additional force of a rabble 
of fugitive Jews, he took his march 
to Bethoron, a village of Judea, 
> pitched his camp. Upon 
which Judas put himself in a posture 


-where-he 


to encounter him; but finding his sol- 


diers indisposed for action, whether 
it was for fear of their mighty army, 
or for faitness upon over fasting, he 
made them a short harangue, that 
animated them with fresh courage 


in the following 


0 fon, but GOD, that 
vꝛcto 


ry; not multitudes of men, but 1 
truſt and confidence in the Almigh- 


1 
* 


IP 
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A 


n the succession of Judas, induc- 
Appollomus, the governor. of Sa- 


* 


e 


* 


ef 


. * 
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Aberties, wives and chi 


hut many thouſands to flight. * | 
| | 7 the 


** 


of their 


the following spring. TT 2 
But these troubles had so inter- 


— 8 i * 
Ae e 
9 22 
9 
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* 
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NMzis is no more than vue f 
many times experimentally true in 
the hiſtory of our anceſtors ; who, 


with an inconſiderable number of 


men, in a Ttighteous cauſe, that 76, 


in defence of ther ore: e laws, 
dren, have 


_ Great is truth, in fort, an 


presently 


Judas pursued them as far as the 
plain; about eight hundred of them 


were slain in the field of battle, and 
the rest made their escape toward the 


o 


sea- side. 5 


These disasters immediately suc- 


ceeding each other, compelled Anti- 
ochus to raise a considerable WY 


for the next campaign, which he e 
. fefted, by means of his own people, 


and the addition of foreign mercena- 
ries, determined to enter Judea early 


rupted the raising of his taxes, be- 
sides the frankness and generosity of 
his. own nature, that upon the pay- 
ment of his troops, he found money 


fall short, and that his revenue would 
not answer the charge of the war. 
Upon this consideration, he pro- 


posed rather to go into Persia first, 
) ci waned 
"I 


— 


ve found 


eneral, their troops were 
a and scattered, and 
very man's business was to secure his 
own flight. Sg 


: ds © # 
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and bo zuppl himself with what mo- 
ney he could raise in that province, 


| leaving the command of all the } 


country, between Egypt and Eu- 
ps during his absence, in the 
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ands of one Lysias, a person of ap- 


proved integrity, together with some 


part also of his troops and elephants; | 
giving him further in charge, to take 


articular care of his son Antiochus, 
till he should come back again. 
And moreover, that upon the re- 

ducing of Judea, and the selling of all 


the inhabitants for slaves, he would 


utterly destroy the city, and extir- 
pate the nation. „5 
Having given these orders, he 
marched for Persia, and passing the 
Euphrates, advanced forward into the 
higher countries. . e 

Lysias took to his assistance, in 
the execution of this commission, 
Ptolemy the son of Dorymenes, Gor- 
gius and Nicanor, three of the best 
_ officers he could find among the 
king's friends. He put these com- 
manders at the head of forty thou- 


——_——— 


sand foot, and seven thousand horse, 


with orders to march forthwith into 
They advanced as far as Emmaus, 
Fe there encamped upon the plain, 
Where there came over to them a 
great number of auxiliaries from 

yria and other neighbouring coun- 
tries, and an abundance of fugitive 


Jes; besides several merchants and 


traders, with great sums of money to 
buy slaves; these brought fetters 
and manacles with them of all sorts 
to seeure their captives. - © 
The enemy had raised a formida- 
ble army; but Judas told his people 
I: 43 i N 5 Ke ; 
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to cast themselves upon the protection 
of the Almigh 
And they humbled themselves in 


ing to the custom of the country 
when in imminent danger, imploring, 
God's mercy, favour and protection. 
The general's next business was to 
range his men by regiments, troops 


and companies, into order of battle, 


according to the Jewish custom; and 
then to discharge the army of all 
new married men, and such as had 
lately made purchases, who proba- 


blys might be diverted from their 


duty, between the care of their par- 


| ticular interest, and the service of the 


public; and animating his people 
also at the same time, by his words, 
as well as his actions, to acquit them- 
selves like men of honour and cou. 


ge. a | | EO "ES +4 
We ſhall never (says he,) my fellow 
opportunity again of ſhewing our bra- 


and the contempt of all danger, as 
we have now before us; for upon 
the-1ſſue- of to-morrow's combat, de- 
ßend not only our liberty, but all the 
comforts and advantages that uttenu 
it; and over and above the Nen of 


own nature, our very religion lies at 
ſtake with it too, and we cannot je- 


other 


„ Remember; therefore, what it is 


* 


ſhall find it to be no leß than the 
Jum and ſubſtance of the greateſt haþ- 
pineſs that ever you enjoyed; that 15, 


8 11 of your ancient 


laws, 


ty, and fear nothing. 
sackcloth, fasting and prayer, accard=- 


folders and companions, have fuch an 


fuch a' freedom in itſelf, and in its 
cure the one, but by preferving the 


tal you are to contend for, and you 


* 
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\ laws, rites, and diſcipline. Moro 
unether- will you rather chuſe to pe- 
vii with, infamy, and involve the 
miſerable remainder of all your 
countrymen in the fame ruin, or ven- 
ture one generous effort for the re- 
demption of yourſelves, and your 
Friends is the point before you. 
Diaiealli is the ſame thing to a cow- 
ard, that it is to a valiant man, and 
as certain to the one as to the other, 
but there's a great difference in point 
of honour, between a gallant man that 


Falls in the vindication of his religi- 


on, liberties, laus, and country, and 
a timid wretch that abandons all for 
fear of loſing a life which he cannot 


fave at laſt. Set theſe things before | 


your mind, and reſt aſſured that you 


have nothing to truſt to but God's | 


Providence, and your 0wn concur- 


ring reſolutions; and at the worſt, | 


_ - zohale we contend for vittory, we can 
never fail of glory. vo nee 


After this speech of Judas to his 

soldiers, While his thoughts were in- 

tent upon the success of the approach- 

ing battle, he received certain intelli- 
| 23 that Gorgias would be with 


im that night with a thousand horse, 


and five thousand foot, with some 


renegado ſjews for their guide, to 


surprize him, and beat up his quar- 
ters. This discovery put Judas upon 
f bodies of their friends; the havock 


aà design of surprizing him; taking 

the opportunity of his army being 
380 divided. 
caused several fires to be made in his 


camp, and so marched all night to- 


wards Emmaus, where the enemy lay 


encamped. 


< 
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In order to this he 


Gorgias, 


in the mean time, finding 


the Jews camp deserted; and presu- 


* 
* 


— 


— 


ming that they were ran away through 
fear, to hide themselves in the moun. 
tains, determined to find them out. 
But Judas coming by break of day 
to the enemy's camp, with only three 
thousand men, and those badly ar- 
med; and finding the enemy well ar. 


med, and their camp in very good 


order, he told his people for their en- 


couragement, that they should not 


fear to attack them, even if they were 
all naked, so long as they were cer- 
tain of God's favour and protection, 
which would support them against all 
other difficulties. With these words, 


he ordered the charge to be sounded; 


and breaking in upon them at the 
same instant, put them into such a 
consternation, that after putting those 
to the sword that resisted, the rest 


betook themselves to flight, and he 


pursued them as far as Gadara, and 
thence to the plains of Idumea, Azo- 
tus, and Jamnia. The number of the 
slain was about three thousand: but 
Judas would not suffer his people to 
plunder, ma the troops of Gor - 
gias were as yet entire; but upon the 
routing of him, he said, that they 
might take possession of the booty 
re | 
While he was delivering these 
words, Gorgias's people discovering 
from an eminence at hand, the dead 


that had been made in their tents, 
and their camp covered with smoke, 

they took it for granted that Judass 
men were still embodied, and in con- 
dition to attack them; so that they 


fled, and dispersed themselves; every 


man consulting his own safety. | The . 


Book VIII. 
striking a blow, Judas permitted his 
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men at pleasure to take the pillage off 
the field, where they found gold and 


silver, costly habits of purple and 


scarlet, and other rich booty in abun- 
. which they carried off in tri- 
umpb, singing as they marched, and 


giving thanks to God, the author of 
that victory, which proved both an 


earnest and a foundation of their fu- 


ture freedom. 
Luysias was so sens 


ble of the shame 


and of this defeat, that to redeem his 


credit, he brought into the field, the 
| an army of sixty 
thousand foot, and five thousand 
horse; all men of approved valour, 
and with this body entered Judea, | ple.- 

1 fs and soldiers, and reserved 


year following, 


by the way of the mountains, en- 


camping at a place called Bethsura. 


Judas was not at all dicouraged at 


his superiority of number, but march- | 


ed directly towards him with an army 
of ten thousand men only. His trust 


was in God alone; so after a short 


and fervent prayer for a blessing upon 
the enemy with 
t upon the first 
orced the line, and killed 
men upon the 

e idolatrous sacrifices, and burnt of- 


his arms, he charge 
such intrepidity, | ta 
shock be f 
above five thousand 
spot. | | 
This unex 


1 ected disaster, put their 
whole army into such confusion that 


Lysias finding them obstinately de. 
termined either to live or die in the 
possession of their liberty, thought 


proper to withdraw his troops before 


the consternation became too general; 


so that he returned to Antioch, where 
he posted himself by the help of 
© mercenaries, and other additional re- 
inforcements, in the most convenient 
upon the same day, three years, 


Situation for another attac. 


* 
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Judas was so flushed with these re- 
peated successes against the forces 
of Antioch, that he prevailed upon 
the Jews, in confidence that after so 
many victories obtained, God would 
not forsake them, to march without 
any more delay, to 33 itself, 
and there to purge the temple, and 
offer up their daily sacrifice. But 
when they came 'thither, and found 
the temple abandoned, the gates all 
burnt, and the courts over-ran with 
weeds,” Judas, and his people could 

not refrain from tears. 85 

The two great works that he first 
entered upon, were the assault of the 
citadel, and the cleansing of the tem- 

The former he committed to 


the care of the other to himself. 
As soon as he had gone through 
with the purging of it in form, be 
provided new vessels and utensils; 
a candlestick, a table, and an altar 
of incense, all of pure gold, put up 
new veils and hangings upon the 
walls, and before the passages of the 
doors; and in the next * sup- 
plied the doors themselves. The 
altar that had been prophaned with 


ferings, was demolished, and remo- 
ved; and another of unhewn stone 
erected in 16s ple + 1 
Upon the twenty-fifth- day of the 
month Casleu, which the Macedoni- 
ans call Apellæus, they set lighted 


candlesticks; offered 
incense upon the altar, and laid the 
shew-bread upon the table, and 
presented their oblations of burnt- 
offerings. This fell out precisely 


from 


With strong towers to keep off an 


5 TT 
from the prophanation- of the tem- 


ple and religion by Antiochus; the 
now. been full three 


temple havin 
years deserte. 


This happened in the year one 
_ Hundredforty-five; the twenty-fourth | 
day of the month Appellæus, and the 
hundred and fifty-third Olympiad; 
which solemnity of purification was 
repeated also on the anniversary day 
of the year one hundred forty-eight; 
_ Olympiad one hundred forty and four 


as the prophet Daniel had expressly 


foretold, four hundred and eight years 
before the dissolution by the Mace- 


donians came to pass. | 


I be celebration of this festivity - 
was continued by Judas for eight 
days, with solemn sacrifices and re- 
Joieing; as well as all the innocent 

. _ tokens of mirth and festivity, such 
2s acclamation, praise, and thanks- | 
giving. The le were so trans- 
ied at the * blessing of 

- Ainding themselves restored to the re- 
ligion and laws of their forefathers, 
that they appointed an anniversary of 
eight days solemnity to be strictly 
observed by their posterity for ever. 
mean time rebuilt the 


Judas in the n | 
Walls of the city, and fortified them 


enemy; . Settling a 3 Beth- 

© gura, and putting the place into a 
pPosture of defence. „ | 
Ĩ᷑ be neighbouring nations were so 
_ irritated, at the growing power of 
the Jews, that they set their instru- 
ments at work by fraud and trea- 
ehery to circumvent them, destroying 
them by stratagem: Judas, in the 
mean time, using the best means he 


e 


A COMPLETE HISTORY 


point their incursion. He fell at 
this time upon Acrabatan, where he 
killed great numbers of the Edomites, 
the posterity of Esau, making him- 
self master also of a great booty. 
He blocked up the sons of Bank 
likewise in the strong places they 
were possessed of, and Where they 
laid in wait to make sallies upon the 
Jews, taking the places by assault: 
illing the defendants, and laying the 
forts in ashes. * 
After the subduing of these peo- 
ple, he carried his arms against the 
Ammonites, who had at that time a 
numerous army under the command 
of Timotheus. He fought with these 
and overcame them, and took the 
city of Jazar; carried away the peo- © 
ple's wives and children, captives; © 


* 


—_— 


and after the pillaging of the city, 
set it on fire, and so returned home 
UAA 207 AG ne 15 
He was no: sooner gone, but the 
ple of the adjacent countries tak- 
ing advantage of his departure, and 
gathering together at Calaad, made 
an attempt upon the jews that lay 
in that quarter. These being forced 
to take santtuary in the fortress of 
Dathema gave information to Judas, 
that Timotheus had a'design to attack. 
them, and earnestly desired he would 
send them relief. 5 
In the very instant that Judas was 
reading this account, several mes- 
sengers arrived from Galilee, With re- 
monstrances and complaints, that the 
people of Ptolemais, Tyre and Sidon, 
and other bordering nations, were 
all joined in a confederacy against 
them. %% —— 


Judas determined on the relief 


E. 
his 


TT Book VIII. | 


his friends. and countrymen in both 
places, sent his brother Simon with 


three thousand choice men to the suc- | 


cour of the Jews at Galilee; and with 


eight thousand more marched with his 
ther brother Jonathan, to Galaad, 


leaving the rest of the army under 


the command of Joseph, the son of 


Zacharias and Azarias, as his lieu- 


tenant general, for the guard of Je- 


rusalem, with orders to avoid coming 


to action till his return. 


Simon, upon his arrival at Galilee, 
engaged the enemy, and defeated them, 
pursuing them to the very gates of 
about three 
thousand in the flight, they stripped 


Ptolemais, and killing 


them of what they had, and redeemed 


them back to Jerusalem. 


At the same time Judas and his 
brother Jonathan, after three days 


march beyond Jordan in the wil- 


derness, were hospitably entertained 


by the Nibathites, who very kindly 


gave them intelligence of the ex- | 


treme distress and dangers of divers 


of their friends and countrymen, 


Who were close shut up in the towns 


 hasten by way of the desart to 


and Eastles of Galaad ; advising them 
with all imaginable 1 to 
| eir 


* 


ie,, : 775 
In this expedition, they took the 
town of Baraſa by the way, put- 


ting all the people to the sword that 


were able to bear arms, and burning 
the city to the ground. 

Though it was now almost night, 
Judas prosecuted his way to a castle 


where he understood the Jews were 
besieged; came there betime in the 


* 
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morning, and found the ome play- 
a 


the prisoners with the goods they had | 
taken from them, and then conducted 


* 
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A 


dders 


ing their machines andscaling 


to force the place; whereupon. he 


arranged his troops in three divisi- 
ons; animated his men to behave 


themselves resolutely for the relief of 
their countrymen and friends, and up- 
on the sound of the trumpet, charged 


the enemy in the rear. 5 . 
As soon as Timotheus understood 


that Judas Maccabeus had the com- 


mand of this action, a person whose 
valour and conduct he knew by woe- 
ful experience, his men were so dis- 
mayed at the very name, that they 
immediatel 


00 
In the pursuit, Judas took a town 
of the Barbarians, called Mallum, 


where, having put all the males to 
5 estroyed the city by +» 


death, they 


be. 


They did the same rhing alzo aft . 


Casphan and Bosor, and other places 
that they took in that country, «+ 


Soon after this, Timotheus raised a 


very considerable army, and, amon 


other auxiliaries, he had a band of 


Arabians, They crossed the river, 


andencamped near Raphen, where he 


„ his people to acquit them- 
selves like men and be sure to keep 


the Jews from passing the river, ob- 


3 to them, that the whole cause 
depended upon it; and that if ever 


they gained that pass, they would most 


certainly carry the day. 


When judas understood what Ti- 


motheus was resolved upon, and pre- 


| pared for a battle, he passed the ri- 
ver immediately with his army, gave 


the onset, and put the army to the 
6M : * rout 


ly fled. Eight thousand 
of them fell upon the spot, and the 


Jeus closely pursued them. 


8 


rout upon the first encounter: killing. 
those that resisted, and putting the | being left for a guard to Judea 
rest to flight. These casting away the absence of Simon, who had 

their arms, dispersed; part of them | marched into Galilee agains the peo- 

-betook themselves for sanctuary to p | 


3 | | | ab of Ptolemais, and Judas, with his 
he temple of Carnaim, in hope that | brother Jonathan against the Galaa® 
= the place might protect them. But 


dites, thought it incumbent on them 
Judas took the town by force, burnt | to. signalize themselves by some glo- 
. the temple, and destroyed all the in- | rious enterprize as well as their bre- 
__ * Habitants by fire and world. [ thren. pn of 5 
This difficulty being surmounted, | .- With this spirit of emulation they 
he gathered together all the Israclites | advanced to Jamnia, where Gorpias, 
that were in the countries of Galaad, m 


333 the governor of the place, gave t 
with cheir wives, children, and goods, | battle before the town, killed about 
and carried them all into Judea. 
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ther with Azarias, two great * 
ea, in 


* 


two thousand of them, and pursued 


5 The eity of Ephron laying so di. the rest to the very borders of Ju- 
rectly in his way, he sent a message dee. , os pol 


This calamity deservedly befel I 
them, for not om the orders of & 
their general, who had positively „ 
commanded them not to engage the * 


to the inhabitants for leave to pass 
with his army through the town; 
dut the ports being barricaded, and 
the avenues cut off, the inhabitants 


* 
= | 
- A 


+ In plain terms denied him a-passage. | enemy upon any terms, till his re- 
pon this repulse, he encouraged | turn. Such a+ caution redounded 
his men to attack the town; they much to the reputation of Judas, 
_ gurrounded it immediately, and in one | who was well assured, that if they” 
dauay and night, he made himself mas- | departed from their instructions, they = 
__ - aerof it, laid it in ashes, and marched | would suffer for it. 
with his army over the bodies of the | But Judas and his brethren carried 
dead, through the ruins, putting all | on the war, in the mean time, witng 
the males that were found in it to the | the utmost vigour, against the Edo- . 


mites, subduing them on all haffds. 
They took Hebron by force, de- 
molished the fortifications, and burnt 
the towers and castles to the ground, 
laid their enemy's - country waste, 
demolished Marissa, and from thence 


Eo ao 
After passing over the river Jor- 
dan, they advanced to a great plain 
-  - near Bethsan, called by the Greeks 
Seythepolis, and from thence return- 


* 


ed to Judea, the people rejoicing as 


they passed along, with hymns and 


ments. 


triumphal songs, and offering sacri- 
fices of thanksgiving for the safety of 
the army; for they had not yet lost 


so much as one Jew in these engage- 


Joseph the son of Zacharias toge- 


Wot 


over-ran and pillaged Azotus. 


and enriched themselves with a consi- 


derable booty, they returned in tri- 
umph to Jerusalem. Og 155 


3 
by q wy 4 
* 8 


CcHAP. 


8 «pes performed these exploits,  - 
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* Tlochus RETALIATED IN His OWN 


„ some 
+ was told of a certain rich city in | 
committed the regency of his king- . 
| dom into his hands, delivering up to 
Diana, in which were deposited pre- | him at the same time the crown, the 
royal robes} and signet, with orders 


Persia, called Elymais, and of a most 
magnificent temple in it, dedicated to 


5 about this progress 3 i 
E 


"" 


* 
* 


chield and breast - plate of Alexander, 


* 
+ we. 


Þ 
. *- 


with beating 
followed him so close up on his re- 
treat, that they cut off great part of | 
his rear, and drove him before them 
like a fugitive for protection into 


4x 


Disc RACER. HE DIES: 


CLARED KING. THE JEWS ARE HAR. 
* RASSED BY THE MACEDONIANS. 
ELEAZAR IS SLAIN. . DEATH OF 
ONIAS. ANTIOCHUS AND LYSIAS 


' PUT TO DEATH. RAVAGES AND PE- 


* PREDATIONS OF_ALCIMUS. 


of his highland provinces, 


.cious gifts of all sorts, with the very 


the son of Philip of Macedon. 


Antiochus was so attracted by these 
splendid curiosities, that he advanced 
toward it with his army to take it by 
àssault; but the e Patong with- | 
out any regard either to his power, | 
or his design, made a brave resist- | 
ance, and disappointed his expecta- | than Lysias declared Antiochus king, 
tion; nor did they content themselves 
him from the walls, but |. 
Printe 5774 
The Macedonians, in the mean 


Babylon. 


© While he lay under this disgrace, 
neus came of the defeat of his other 
troops, to whom he had committed 


THE AMBITION AND AVARICE OF AN. 
AND AP. 
FPolxrs PHILIP TO, THE REGENCY, | 

© DURING. THE MINORITY OF HIS ; 
. SON... THE YOUNG PRINCE IS DE. 


4 


ꝛ!t 8 
When Antiochus found himself 
the most trusty of his friends, and 


— 
— 


against the Jews, and of the daily in- 
crease of their number and power; 
so that greatly oppressed with 

and concern for his various losses 


and disappointments, he fell sick, 
and finding his dissolution approach, 


he called his friends about him, and 
told them both the cause and nature 
of his distemper. e 

I am, said he, juſtly puniſhed for 
the fake of theſe miſerable Fews, for 


the ſacrilegious riſling and prophan- 
0 ; 2 — for the con- 
| tempt of the heavenly Cod. 


ing of their te 


When he had said these words, he 


* 


near his end, he sent for Philip, 


= 


"= 


% 


* 


to preserve them for his son Antio- | 


| chus, who was then in his minority, 
strictly enjoining him to take care of 
his education, and secure the crown 


to him, when he should be capable 


of the administration. . . 


The death of this prince was no 


sooner made known to the people, 


under the name of Eupator, having 


at that time the tuition of the young 
time, who were then garrisoned in 
the | citadel of Jerusalem, together 


with some Jewish revolters, made 
several allies upon the Jews, as they 


| went to worship in the temple; s0 


Judas found it absolutely necessary io 


reduce 
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and marched to meet the enemy, 
pitched his tent upon the very en- 
trance into the streights of Bethza- 
charias, about seventy furlongs from 


reduce that fort for the common se- 
curity of the nation. 

It was now just a hundred and fifty 

years that this government had been 

in the family of Seleucus. Judas | the adversary. 
Was so determined on the accoimplish- |  Antiochus upon this quitted the 
ment of his design, that he set to Bethsurites, and encamped within 
raming of machines and engines for distance of engaging Judas, appoint- 

+ dattery, and the casting up of works. | ing his army, by Ek of day, to 
While this was in agitation, seve- put themselves upon their march in 
al deserters escaped by night, and | order of battle. But the place be- 
Joining with others, went to Anti- | ing too narrow for the elephants to 

_ochus, setting forth the miserable | march in front, they were forced in- 
condition to which they were reduced | to. a defile, with a thousand foot, 


2. 
95 
* 


two and thirty elephants. Wich this | received them so bravely, tHat he kil- 
formidable army, under the com- led near six hundred upon the first 
mand of Lysias, the king marched encountte . 
out of Antioch, advanced to Idumea, | While they were thus engaged, 
and from thence proceeded to Beth- | Eleazer, otherwise called Savaran, 
- . sura, a place well fortified, and spent | the brother of Judas, taking notice 
much time before it; for between :| of one elephant that was caparisoned 


_- Judas being informed o 5 
proach of Antiochus, raised the Siege, 


by their own tribe, for their obedi- 
_ ence to the king's command, in op- ; 
Position to their own law, and that | 

they were then in imminent danger 
of falling in the hands of Judas, 


without immediate relief. . 


The young Prince gave orders to 


his friends and commanders to levy 


what auxiliaries were to be had for | 
money, over and above the greatest 


number of choice men that they 


could raise from among his own sub- 


je 35 flashes of their gold and brazen buck- -: 
His orders were executed with | lers, exhibited a scene of astonish- _ 


such diligerice, that in a short time 


they mustered a hundred thousand 
foot, twenty thousand horses, and 


sallies and stratagems, the besieged 
found means to defeat all the at- 


tempts of the enemy. 


5 8 — 


— 4 


d of the ap- 
| 


ment and surprise. 
But all this was to Judas no more 
than empty pomp and noise; for he 


and five hundred horse, upon the 
guard of every elephant, and so to 


advance one after another with a 


kind of tower or castle upon their 


backs, charged with archers, while 


the rest of the troops mounted the 


hills on both sides, under the com- 


mand of able and trusty officers. 


From this ascent they gave the at- 


tack, with so horrid a shout that the 


vallies resounded with the echo; so 


that the hideous outcry,. and the 


with richer trappings. than the rest, 
he made his way with a generous re- 
solution through all the guards to that 
beast, taking for granted, that the 
king was upon her. 8 
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When he had cut part of his op- 


posers to pieces on each hand, and 
forced the rest to clear his passage, 
he crept under the belly of the ele- 
phant, and wounded him to death; 
Eisele also perished under the weight 


of the beast upon his fall. He had 


compassed with the dead bodies of 
J FEA 

Judas finding himself so mightily 
exceeded in number, drew off to the 
Siege of the fortress at Jerusalem 
again, when Antiochus sent one part 
of his army to sit down before Beth- 


sura, and with the remainder of it 


went to Jerusalem. ; 
The Bethsurites were so discourag- 
ed by the appearance of the king's 

troops, and so much more disheart- 
ened by their want of provisions, that 


they found themselves under a neces- 


sity of delivering up the place, Which 
they did, upon conditions, with so- 


lemn articles, that there should be no 
violence or molestation offered them 


* 
As 


whatever. 1 

But the king kept his faith no far- 
ther than the bare saving of their 
lives; for the inhabitants were all 
turned naked out of the town, and a 
garrison of his own fixed in their 


place. But the siege of the temple 


cost them much pains, through the re- 


solute defence that was made, as all 


the attacksiby their machines were 


| eluded by counter-workings and de. 


5 *4v4 
* . 


signs. 


Their only distress was want of 
bread; for having already spent their 

last year's store, - and this happening 

to fall out upon the seventh year, 


8 
\ 
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when by the jewish law they cquld 
neither plow nor sow, great numbers 
of the Jews deserted the town merely 


for want of provision, insomuch that 
there was scarcely numbers sufficient 


1 — 


marching toward them at the head of 
an army out of Persia; so that the“? 

came to a secret resolution to quit 

the siege, seek him out and give him 


305 


to defend the place, 


The king and his general Lysias * 


the honour however to die in the at- | received intelligence, that Philip had . 


tempt of a glorious action, and en- 


usurped the government, and was 


battle; but to execute their design 
with such privacy, that neither offi- 
cer nor soldier should so much as di- 
vine the intent. Wherefore the king 
ordered Lysias, without mentioning 
the name of Philip, to enter into a 
discourse with the commanders and 
soldiers concerning the siege, the 
strength of the place, the difficulty 
of the enterprize, and to observe to 
them upon the whole, that being re- 
duced to a want of corn, and the 
king's business also requiring his pre- 
sence elsewhere, they ould not do 
better than to come to some sort of 
agreement with them, upon condi- 
tion of allowing them the free exer- 
cise of their particular religion, laws, 
and customs; and this point. being 
given up, which had been the only 
ground of their rebellions, the king 
might return when he pleased, with- 
out any farther trouble. : 
This Lysias had in charge to com- 


municate to the army, and the sol- 


diers were highly pleased with the 
proposal. Is: = 
Matters being thus concerted, An- 
tiochus dispatched a herald to Judas, 
and the besieged, with an of 
N Peace, 


* 


* 
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an infant, by the death of Menelans, 
finding that the king had conferred 


peace, and a free enjoyment and | 
exercise of their laws and customs, 


which they very readily agreed to, 
and the security of an oath for the 


ance of articles, delivered up 


the dignity on Alcimus, who stood 
in no relation to the sacerdotal fa- 


| mily, and was only over-ruled by 


Lysias in the trans fering of it, fled 
into Egypt, where he was so graci- 
ously received, both by Ptolomy, and 
his queen Cleopatra, that at his re- 
quest, they bestowed a place of trust 
upon him in Heliopolis, where he 


the temple; but upon Antiochus's 
taking possession of it, he found the 
place $0 very strong, that without 
- e to his oath and promise, he 
* < ered his soldiers to demolish the 
_ Walls, and lay them level with the 


— 


— 


and, which was executed accord- 


ingly, and so returned to Antioch, 
carrying the High-Priest Onias, alias 
Menelaus, along with him. 


This was done upon the advice of 
Lysias, who told him, that if ever 


he would render the Jews quiet, or 


himself at ease, that man must be 
taken off; for it was at his instiga- 
tion that his father forced the Jews 
to a religion against their laws and 
consciences: | 
consequently the author and promo- 
ter o 
him. _ g 1 7 

The king upon this sent away Me- 


all the evils that had befallen 


nelaus to Berrhea in Syria, where he 


ten years enjoyment. of the pontifi- 
cate, He was a very wicked man, 
who, to secure the dignity to himself, 


Jews, from the laws and worship of 
their country. His next successor 
was Alcimus, who was also called 
A N 
When Antiochus found that Philip 
had now usurped | 
he. fought with him, and overcame 


him; took him prisoner, and ordered 


bim to be put to death. But the son 


government, 


N 


1 ö 


and that Onias was 


them in custody to him. 


erected a temple after the model of 
ati ers emm oe 
Demetrius the son of Seleucus 
having fled away from Rome, took 
possession of Tripolis in Syria; and 
with as many mercenaries as he could 
get together, invaded the country, 
where the people did not only come 


over to him in great numbers, with 
open arms to receive him; but as a 


farther instance of an affection to his 
interest, seized upon the persons of 
Antiochus and Lysias, and brought 


Upon this they were immediately 


both put to death by the command of 


Demetrius; Antiochus having now 


their hands, but with the very 


. _ raused him to be put to death, after | reigned two years. He had in his 


1 Rory a great number of profligate 


Jews, that had been banished for no- 
torious crimes, together with Alcimus 


caused a general defection among the { the High-Priest, who all joined in one 
common accusation and complaint 
against the whole ry; the Jews, 
but especially Judas | 
his brethren, whom they went be 0 
| not only with the destruction of as 


Maccabeus and 


. 
many of the king's friends as fell into 
ejec- 


tion of themselves out of the land 


too. Wherefore they made it their 


bk the High- Priest Onias being left request to Demetrius, only to send 
5 2 . V „„ some 


— 


some particular person that he could 
confide in to examine matters in Ju- 
dea, and to see what havock Judas 
A nin oe re te 
Demetrius in a rage dispatched 
upon this errand Bacchides, formerly 
a friend to Antiochus Epiphanes; who 
being a resolute man, and at that 


time governor of Mesopotamia, dis- 
patched Alcimus with a commission 


0 fall upon Judas and his followers, 


With these troops Bacchides left An- 


tioch, and marched directly into Ju- 


dea, where he gave Judas and his bre- 


thren a solemn invitation to come to a 
better understanding wick him. 

Nov the only design Mas under the 
colour of a peaceable and friendly 


disposition, to draw them in and sur- 


rise them. But as he came at the 
Land of an army, and in the posture 
of an enemy rather than a friend, 
Judas kept himself upon his guard, 
without giving any credit to his pre- 
tensions; though some icredulous 
2 went over to them, in confi- 
dence that their countrymen and 


their tribesman Alcimus would do 
offered, but sensible that he was not 
able to cope with them by himself, 
he applied to Demetrius at Antioch, 


them no injury; especially as they 
had taken a solem oath, that no vio- 


lence should be offered, either to 


themselves, or any of their party. 
This confidence, however, deceived 
them; for Bacchides, without any 


regard to conseience, caused sixty of | 


them to be cut to pieces on the place: 
which barbarous perfidy served for a 
dee to the rest not to approach 
1M, OT oY 2 uh | 
Bacchides, aſte this, removed his 
army from Jerusalem and went to 
Bethzeth, where he found several 


deserters, and other disaffected peo- 5 
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| ple, whom he put to the sword. 


— 


ne 


. 


ern. 


hardly to be compassed but by th 


count for his misdemeanors. 
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This being done, he commanded all 

the Jews in, his absence to obey Al- 
cimus; and leaving part of his army 

with him for the security of the pro- 
vince, returned with the rest to king 
Demet e 4; -- 
Aleimus during all these transac- 
tions had an eye to the pontificate, « 
and reflecting, that it was an 0 = 


favour. and good-will of the People, I 
betook himself to the popular arts. 5 
okgeourtesy and affability, to ingra- 

tiate himself with the multitude 1 2 


that by means of his obliging speech 
and behaviour, he quickly doubled 


the number of the forces that were 
left him; but it was with a band of 
impious fugitives who inlisted them- 


selves in his service, with whom he 
ravaged the country, putting all the 


Jews to death wherever he cane, that | 


were friends to Maccabeus. F<, 
Judas, incensed at the 1 


committed by a rabble army, headed 
by Aleimus, determined to retaliate 
on themselves the injuries they had 


for succour, where he did all that 


| was; possible, to irritate that prince 
against Aleimus, by resenting the in- 


dignities he had put upon him already, 
and the certainty f future insults 


unless he sent a powerful army to call 


that bold and wicked man to an ac- 


1 
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5 25 JJ bufineſs'; as you may judge by the 
I | friends I have brought along with me, 
_- CHAP. VIIiIn. lis to acquaint you with my maſter's 
I vi and pleaſure, and Bf ts incere 
TATACHERY AND *'BLASPHEMY OF NI: good-wil tothe whole nation of the | 

0 + CANORPUNISHED. TE WICKED: | E . 
f ALDINDSP REFALIATED: BY | ©: This declaration wrought so far 
| FVTFFVVCbCC JEDAS | upon the brother, that without an) 
„ SUCCEEDS ro THE PONTIFICATE. | toe of tresson 1 
a, \ ENTERS INTO AN ALLIANCE WITH | S$usPpicion' of treason, they inter- 
ur ROMANS. NOBLY ESPOUSES | Changably passed their oaths, and 
Ink CAUSE OF HIS COUNTRYMEN, | With great frankness received Nica- 
"AND 15S SLAIN IN BATTLE. {© © | nor with his whole army. After 
Vie five greeting between Judas and. 
UDAS: was now. become so fer- Nicanor, the latter gave a signal to 
midable, that Demetrius 8 his people to seize him, but the plot 
fearful of the consequences if he suf. being discovered in time, he made 
fered him thus to increase in strength | his escape to his own people: and 
and credit; so that he called Nicanor | after the detecting of this treachery, 
to him, who had been formerly his | both parties prepared to decide the 
companion in his departure from e by open force, without any 
Rome, and his particular confident | farther mention of a treaty. The 
and friend; and asssigned him the | armies drew out, and came to a bat- 
command of such an army as he reck- | tle near Capharsalama, where Judas 
oned sufficient for the reducing of Ju- was defeated, and forced into the 
dlas, with. positive orders to make | castle of Jerusalem. 1 
Par upon the WAYS tation; and give It happened one day, as Nicanor 
; | no quarter. 5 e r Yo | was ) issing by the temple, that Se- 
pon his setting out for Jerusalem, veral of the priests and elders met 
he proposed to himself to dissemble | him, and shewed him the sacrifices 
His intentions, and try if he could | that they were about to offer to God, 
impeigle ſudas under a countenance | for the prosperity and welfare of De- 

| _ of peaceable purposes, into a credu- | metriu s. 

=. - Tity that wou d certainly be his ruin. | Nicanor threatened them, and even 
=_ - Nicanor thus suggested thematter to | uttered blasphemous revilings against 
E 5 him Þb way of expostulation. 'Why | God himself q declaring that if the 
. Al wwe Cohen ſum of all our people did not deliver up Judas to 

|  happneſs to the unceriam chanee of | him, he would return to their sorrow 
| war, and noł rather adjift the point | and cost; destroy the temple, and 
An controverſy by A amacable treaty? | leave it in ase. 
. elend any danger in it, [| With these merges he departed; 
am ready to give you the moſt ſacred but the priests were so dejected at 
oath of ſecurity, that one man can | this declaration, that they forthwith 
4 to another; jon peace is all my | addressed themselves to God with 


giv 
* Prayers 


1 


* 
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prayers and tears, 
ouse, and his ministers that belong- 


s and tears, to protect his ow 


ed to it, against the outrages of the 


enemy. 


Nicanor departed from Jerusalem, 


and pitched his tent in Bethoron, 
where he was joined by a great re- 


inforcement out of Syria. Judas at 
the same time encamped at Adasi, 


within thirty furlongs of the enemy, 
and with a þ 

men. He told them, that the enemy 
indeed was numerous, but that the 
cause was God's, whose power was 
above that of a multitude; exhorting 


them not to trouble themselves con- 
cerning the apparent superiority of 


the army they were to encounter, but 


to fall on like men of courage and 


resolution, and commit the issue to 
God. VTV 
In fine, it came to a battle; and 
the first encounter was very vigorous, 
but upon the fall of great numbers 


of the enemy, and of Nicanor too, 


who did all that could be done-by a 


ody only of a thousand 


great commander, and a brave man, 


the whole army scattered; and upon 
the loss of their general, cast away 
their arms, in order to make them 
lighter for their flight. Judas in the 


mean time pursuing the fugitives | 


without mercy, made proclamation, 
by sound of trumpet, through all the 
towns and cities where he passed, of 
the victory he had obtained. 


peo 


which was the precise number of 


their army, there was not a man that 


escaped, - * 


oh "> a” 


Upon this signal, the country 
Ne gathered i and fell so 
unmercifully upon the soldiers in their 


flight, that of nige thousand men, 


* 1 
\ - 
o 


* 


adi. 


rn 


J „5 
Aleimus was extremely desirous of 
having the old wall of the sanctuarß 


pulled down, and the works of the @ _ 


was written in tables 


— 


The Jews, after this victory, had 
an interval of peace, but it lasted not 


antient prophets demolished ; but in 
the very instant of his ordering it to 
be done, God struck him with so po- 


tent a disease, that he fell upon the 
. ground speechless, where he languish- 


ed in great torment, and then died, 
after being four years in the office 


of the pontificate. The people upon 
his decease unanimously chusing Ju- 


das as his Successor. _ 
The new High-Priest had heard 


so much of the fame and power of 
the Romans, and of the overthrows 


they had given the Gauls, Spaniards, 


Carthaginians, nay, to Greece itself, 


and king Perseus, Philip and Antio- 


chus, that he had a mighty desire to 
enter into a league with them; ac- 
cordingly he sent Eupolemus, the son 
of John, and Jason the son of Elea- 
zar, two particular friends, to Rome 


upon an embassy, soliciting to be re- 


ceived into the number of their al- 


lies, and that they would write to 
Demetrius, to forbear making war 
with the Jews, on any*pretence, for 
the future. by, e 


The senate was so well pleased | 


with the proposal, that they consent- 
ed to the league and passed an or- 
der soon after in favour of it, which 


copy of it sent to Jerusalem, and the 
original deposited in the capital. The 
articles were to this effect: 8 


That no people whatſoever, under 


| the juriſdiction of the Romans, ſhould 
O b preſume 


6 


of brass; the 


| 
| | 


— 
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preſume to make war upon the Jews, | 
or to affiſt any of their enemies with - 


510 


of puttting it to the fate of a battle, 
only desiring his men to stand by 


corn, ſhipbing, money, or the like, 


cally upon the Fews, in caſe of any 
war made upon the Romans. 
there ſhould be any thing after 


8 * 


| this, which the Fews would have to be 


added, or taken away, that it be firſt 


ratiſied by the common conſent of the | 


beople. | 


Phis resolution of the senate was 


_ written by Eupolemus, Jason, Judas, 
the High-Priest, and his brother Si- 
mon, general of the army. This was 


the first alliance that ever was made 


between the Jews and the Romans. 


deat 
Demetrius sent Bacchides a second 


pon the report of Nicanor's 
, and the defeat of the army, 


time into Judea, who advanced, with 


fresh troops to Arbela, a town in 
Galilee, and there encamped, forc- 


ing a great many Jews out of the 
_ caves there, where they hid them 
— 1 


From hence he hastened away to 
Jerusalem: and upon intelligence 


that Judas and his people were at 
Berezeth, posted immediately with 


twenty thousand foot, and two 
thousand horse, to encounter him, 


who had, at that time but a bare 
thousand men about him, and but 


eight hundred of them stood by him; 


for two hundred of them deserted him 


through fear of being over- po 


ered. 


In this want of men, and time for 
recruiting, Judas maintained his re- 
solution, in despite of all difficulties, 


1 


* 


1. The Macedonian phalanx, was much the me 


1 


ra, 4 


as the Roman legion; namely a square body of 


— 


* 
4 / 


| him, and follow his example. 
and the ſame obligation to lie 25 1 


They represented to him, how vain 


and rash a thing it would be ta con- 


tend with such insupportable odds, 
advising him rather to attempt an 
honourable retreat, by which means 
possibly he might reinforce himself. 


But he declared, That it ſhould 


never be ſaid, that the Sun ever ſaw 
Judas turn his back upon an enemy. 
If it ſhould be our lot now to die, 


God's will be done, provided that we 
do not blaſt the reputation of a glori- 
ous life with an 1gnomimous death. 


With these words he roused the 


courage of his soldiers to his own 
pitch, and animated them for the 


combat. 6 

Bacchides having ranged his army, 
placing the horse upon the two 
wings, whereof he himself com- 


manded the right, his light armed 


men and archers in the front, sup- 


ported by a Macedonian“ phalanx in 


the body. In this order of battle, 


he advanced up to the enemy, sound- 
ed a charge, and with a military 


Shout according to custom, gave the 
onset. Judas encountering him on 
the other hand after the same man- 


3 


1 : 5 4 
The engagement was maintained 
with great vigour on both sides, 


from morning till towards sun-set; 


when Judas taking notice of the 


danger his men were in of being 


over- powered by the enemy's right 
wing, where Bacchides, with the 


men, i 


consixting of about eis or eight thousand 


flower 


ö 


— 


4 * * 9 * 
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flower of the army fiercely assailed presently dispersed, while the twobro- 
them, came in with a band of vali- | thers, Simeon and Jonathan, treated © +. 


ant -and courageous youths to their | with the enemy for the body of their 
relief; and breaking their line, | brother, which they carried away, 
Pierced into the very body of them, | and laid it at Modin in the sepulchre 
routed, and gave them chase as far | of his fathers, with all funeral mag- 
as mount Azotus. RET nificence, and with the solemnity of 
The enemy's left wing upon this a public mourning for several days, 
followed Judas so closely, that he in honour of his memory, accord- 
was now beset on all hands, and out | ing to the custom of the place upon 
of all possibility of escaping: yet he | so extraordinary an occasion. 
and his people stood their ground, | Such was the end of Judas Mac- 
and bravely resolved to sell their lives ] cabeus, a generous, and a valiant man, 
as dear as possible; but after a great | the true son of the virtue, as well 
slaughter of their enemies, Judas | as the blood of Matthias; for he ne- 
and his companions were so wearied | ver forgot the precepts of his dying 
out, that they seemed at last to be | father ; who enjoined him upon his 
rather spent than overcome. Nor did | blessing, never to decline any labour 


* 


they fall unrev engem. or hazard for the liberty and wel- 
Thus did this glorious hero finish fare of his countrymen. 

the character of a great man, by | In pursuance of this charge, he 

making his life and death corres- | acquired everlasting honour, 5 the 

pond in point of true valour. rescue of his friends out of the 


It could not be expected that the | hands of the Macedonians, and by 
soldiers, after the loss of so brave a | his three years administration in the 
ee could dispute the point any ] office of High- Priest. 8 

urther without u leider. 80 the Tron 27 | 
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religion and laws. 


sooner taken off, but the whole party 
of the profligate Jews,.that, contrary 
to conscience, faith and honour, had | 


_  TRIVUS.  FORTIFIES JERUSALEM. IS 
_ SHEWN GREAT FAVOURS BY ALEX- 


several bloody battles. fought in 
- that righteous cause, lost his life 


customs of the nation, resumed their 


* 
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JUDAS is SUCCEEDED BY JONATHAN, 
- WHO MAINTAINS THE OPPOSITION 


1 


AGAINST BACCHIDES, WITH VARI- | 


' OUS SUCCESS, . TILL, THEY ENTER 
INTO AN ALLIANCE. ' JONATHAN 
* FORMS A TREATY WITH DEME. 


ANDER BALAZ, WHO OPPOSES DE. 
. METRIUS. DEATH OF THAT PRINCE. 


— 


F* has been already observed, that | 


Judas, the mighty captain and 
valiant defender of the Jews, after 


in a magnanimous contest for their 


1 2 * * * 
This illustrious person was no 


abandoned the religion, laws an 


former animosities, and persecuted 


OK IX. 


= 
* 
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Principall 1 
made it their business, in the first 


The condition of the Jews 
d- never more deplorable since their cap- 


"If 
N 3 


their honest countrymen, more spite - 
billy than 0 ˙Ü». ⁵˙ 6m 
There happened also at the same 
time a general famine, which dou- 
bled the other calamity; for be- 
tween want of bread on the one 
hand, and want of power to defend 
themselves against their enemies on 
the other, the misery lay so heavy 
upon them, that a great many of the 


Jes found themselves under some 


necessity to comply with the faction 


of the Macedonians. 


V pon this junQure, Bacchides con- 
vened all the apostate Jews that were 
gone over to Ama gods, and com- 
mitted the care of the government 
into their hands, who 


lace, to seize all the friends and 
ate partizans of Judas, and thereby 
deliver them to Bacchides, to torture 
them at pleasure, who in the end put 
every man to deatei + 7 


833 


* 


was 


tivity in Babylon, as it was at this 
time; insomuch, that all those wo 


4 2 
8 


3 
* 
= | 5, 
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had wished well to Judas, joined in 
a request to Jonathan, not only to 
follow his brother's example, who 
had so frankly sacrificed his blood for 
the liberties of his country, but to 
take upon himself his command also, 


the whole nation lying under such 


desperate circumstances, that they 
must be all inevitably lost without a 
%%% ¼¼ m. 
HFis answer was, That he was ready 
to do orsuffer any thing for the public 
good ; whereupon, with the unani- 


mous consent of the people, he was 


declared their general. 


When Bacchides came to be in- 
fore his soldiers the absolute neces- 


formed of this choice, and to reflect, 


that Jonathan was likely to give as 
much trouble and disturbance to the 


king and Macedonians, as his bro- 
ther Judas, he determined to take 
him off by treachery. But he and 
his brother Simon were both so well 
aware of such a design, that they 
provided for themselves betimes, by 
withdrawing into the neighbouring 
desert, with what strength they were 
able to get together, and pitched 
their tents by the pool of Asphar. 

Bacchides looking upon this re- 
treat into the wilderness, as the ef- 
fect of fear, and no other than a di- 
rect flight from the face of an ene- 
my, marched toward them with all 
his troops, and encaniped beyond 
2 making choice of that place 
on bis; rendez vous. 
When Jonathan came to hear of 
this motion, he sent his brother to 
the Arabian Nabathites, being in 
friendship with them, for leave to 
deposit their baggage in their custo- 


* 


8 L 
wy | 
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FFP 
dy, till che battle with Bacchides 


should be decided. 
But as he was upon the way, the 


Medaba upon the convoy; took all 
their carriages, and whatever else 
they had about them; killed John 
upon the spot, and all his com- 
pany. | py - ret 
Bacchides having intelligence that 
Jonathan lay encamped in the Fenny 


ous reverence the Jews had for that 
festival. But Jonathan laying be- 


sity of fighting; the enemy. bein 


before them, and the river behind 


them, there was ho saving their lives 


gence of the case, they called upon 


killing great numbers of them upon 
%%% ²˙ . ny Pg 

In the heat of this action, Bac- 
chides pressed furiously upon the per- 


time made a blow at him: but the 
other evaded it, while he and his 
company took to the river, and the 


got safe to the other side. 

Bacchides, after this withdrew in- 
to the citadel of Jerusatem, with 
the loss of one thousand of his 
men, and fortified several strong ct- 


molished before, as Jericho, Emma- 
us, Bethoron, Bethel, Thamnatha, 


Pharathoni, Taphon, and, Gazara. 
| eee 


6 P 
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sons of Amaraus made a sally out to 


grounds near the river Jordan, pitch. 
ed upon the sabbath-day for the at- 
tack, in confidence of the superstiti- 


vithout it; and considering the exi- 


God for victory, and in the same in- 
stant resolutely charged the enemy, 


son of Jonathan, who at the same 


enemy not daring to follow them, 
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ties and places that had been de- 
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garrisons, to be ready for excursions 


to fall upon the Jews. But care was 


taken above all the rest, to make the 


citadel of jerusalem impregnable; 
in which place the chief men's sons 


of the country were secured as hos- 


me. 7. f | 9 8 8 
Pengene eres about this time, 


to the two other brothers, Jonathan 
and Simon, that there was a splendid 
wedding on treaty, between one of 
the sons of Amaraus, and the daugh- 
ter of an illustrious Arabian; the 


Sons of Amaraus were to be at the 


wedding, and the bride to be conduR- 
ed in great pomp from the city of Ga- 


batha. © 
The brothers en 


portunity to revenge themselves for 


the death of their brother, and hast- 
ened away towards Medaba, to tre- 
pan the people who were to assist at 

dhe wedding, into an ambush that 
they had planted in the mountains. 
Upon the arrival of the bridegroom 
with his bride, and a long train of 
their friends, the party salied out 


> 


upon them, and cut them all off, 
without saving so much as one per- 
son, with their wives, children, and 
friends, to the number of four hun- 
dred; carrying off the booty entire, 
after which exploit they returned to 


their quarters wo *+ 
When Bacch 


ides had settled gur⸗ 


a 


master; and for about two years the 


Jews en 


ed of Jonathan and his party, 


.-*sohicited Demetrius, by their proxies, 


1 oyed some tranquility. © | 
But the apostate Jews, envying the | 
{| force he could draw together out of 
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These places | he strengthened with 
walls and towers, and with strong 


: 


I 


on the other side, making a 


5 n F 
4 5 * « 
55 3 . 


that Bacchides might be ordered to 
reduce Jonathan, representing it as 
a thing so easily to be effected, that 


it required no more than one night's 


work to rid themselves both of him 
and all his soldiers by surprize. 


The king immediately yielded to 
the proposition, and dispatched Bac- 


chides away into Judea upon the 


commission, where he sent his let- 


ters to all the king's friends and 
officers, to give their assistance to- 


| ward the seizing of Jonathan. 


They joined in council to concert 


measures to ensnare him; and find- 


ing upon several trials that all pro- 
ved ineffectual (for Jonathan was 
cautious) the Macedonian, in a tran- 
sport of rage imputed the whole 
miscarriage to the treachery of the 
apostate Jews; who, he said, sport- 
ed with the king's orders, and there- 
upon put fifty of their chief men to 
„J apes (I 


Jonathan and his brother, finding 
themselves too weak for Bacchides, 
| withdrew into the wilderness, to a 
village called Bethbasi, and fortified 


it, in order to serve them for a place 
% P 
Upon this intelligenee, Bacchides 
marched against them with all the 
power he was able to raise. And he 
opened his trenehes immediately a- 
gainst the place, and for some days. 
carried on his approaches, Jonathan, 
very ob- 


5 


- 


stinate resistance. „ 
While affairs were thus eircum- 
stanced, he left the defence of the 
place to his brother, and with all the 


the neighbourhood, stole away by 


GW 
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night, fell upon Bacchides, in his 
quarters, killed a great number of 


chines, cut off a great number of 


Bacchides, was so alarmed at this 
assault upon his front and rear, and 
the miscarriage of an attempt he 


thought himself so sure of, that for. | | | 
Alexander, the son of Antiochus E- 


some time it deprived him of his 
reason. But all the mischiefs of this 
micarriage were imputed to the Jew- 
ish impostors, who had prevailed 
with the king, to undertake this ex- 
pedition. It remained now only to 


consider how the siege might be rai- 
Sed without loss of honour, both to 
himself intirely to ease and indul- 


the king and himself, and to draw 
off without disgrace, _ _. 7 


While Bacchides was deliberating | - 


on these affairs, Jonathan embraced 


this opportunity of accomplishing his 
design so essential to the true interest 
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WMith this view he sent him an ho- 
nourable embassy, with proposals of 


a mutual league and friendship, on 
condition of releasing the prisoners 


* 


on both sides. | 


This was a motion so reasonable in 


itself, and opportune for quitting the 


siege without loss of reputation, he 


immediately entered into an alliance 
with Jonathan; with a mutual ex- 
change of oaths, to deliver up, and 


restore all prisoners on both sides, 


and not to commit any act of hosti- 
lity one to another. by 
7 
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des returned to the king at Antioch, 


his men, and a dreadful havock and | to Jude. 


confusion ensued. At this juncture, 
Simon hearing of his brother's slaugh- 
ter, made a sally, burnt their ma- 


their people, and afterwards return- 


* 


* 


* 5 
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| he treaty being ratified, Bacehi- | 


A 
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without coming. back with his army 
Jonathan being now settled in a 
state of peace and safety, took up 
his abode in Machmas, where he ap- 
plied himself to the administration 
of law and justice. F 
He was a bitter enemy to desert - 


ers, a zealous asserter of the laws, 
and purged: the land from all for. 


reign abomina tions 
In the year one hundred and sixty. 


piphanes, seized Ptolemais in Syria, 


through the confederacy of the sol- 
diers, whose aversion he had excited 


by a proud, arrogant behaviour, as 


well as a peculiar indolence of dis- 


osition, whielF caused him to neg- 
ect the affairs of state, and devote 


ö nCe. . e LF 
" the news of Alexander's fate, 
roused him from his lethargy, and 
prompted him with all expedition: 
8 gather his forces, and march against 
Demetrius, thus embarrassed, sent 
an embassy to Jonathan, with pro- 
posals of an alliance; this he did in 
order to anticipate any treaty that 
he might enter into with Alexander, 
which would redound to his dis ad- 
vantage. VV. 

The purport of this message was, 
an authority to levy men, to pro- 


vide arms, and to set the hostages 


at liberty, that Bacchides had com- 
mitted prisoners to the castle. 
Upon the receipt of this letter 


from Demetrius, onathan went to 
Jerusalem, where he read it publicly, 


in 


—— 


in the hearing of the garrison, and 
of the people. The fugitives in the 


Citadel were very much surprized to 
see Jonathan on a sudden, so much 
in favour with Demetrius. 
He went on however with his le 


vies, set the hostages at liberty, and 


remanded them safe back to their 
Parents. 


dence; where he fortified, altered, 
and repaired at pleasure; rebuilding 


and strengthening the walls, with 
large square stones for the beiter de- 


fence of the place,  —© 

The Macedonians that were dis- 
persed up and down in several gar- 
 Fisons, quitted their stations upon 
this change at Jeru alem, and went 
away to Antioch. But as for those 
that were in Bethsura, and at the 
tower in Jerusalem, the major part 
of them being Jewish deserters, it was 
not safe for them to stir out of their 


holds and lurking places. 


Alexander was no stranger to the 
character of Jonathan, and particu- 


larly to his military e eee ee 
the Macedonians, nor the indignities 
that they had put upon him, both 


by Demetrius and Bacchides; so that 


being told of the fair promises of De- 
metrius; he laid the matter before 


© his friends, who gave it as their opi - 


nion, that the best measures he could 


pursue at that time, was to enter into 


un alliance with Jonathan; a person 
of an eminent valour, and a mortal 
enemy to Demetrius, for divers 
causes. Upon this a resolution was 


formed, with the advice of council, | 
for an application to Jonathan, 


8 
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. He, made Jerusalem, for 
the present the place of his resi- 


roll of the king's 


* 


which vas concluded in the follow- 
ing terms: e 


| KING ALEXANDER TO HIS BROTHER 


JONATHAN, SENDETH, GREETING, + 


JN HEREAS wn hat long | 


FI Since given to understan | 
that thou art a man of honour, faith, 


- 


and courage, and in every respect 


worthy of our friendship, we have 
now sent our ambassadors to make 


| thee a tender of our amity and alli- 
| ance, and to treat in our name about 


We do by these presents, and by 
our royal authority, ordain and pro- 


nounce thee to be the High- Priest of 


the Jews, and 1 8 thee into the 

riends; sending 
thee for a present likewise, a purple 
robe, and a crown of gold, not doubt- 


ing but that our affection and esteem 
will be answered on that part with a 


suitable return. EY 
Jonathan, upon the arrival of this 


| message, put on his sacerdotal robes, 


it being the day of the feast of ta- 
bernacles. This was four years after 
the death of his brother Judas, the 


pontificial seat having been so long 
vacant, and from thence forward he 


applied himself to the im provement 


of his military power. 


4 


Demetrius was by this time sen- 


sible of the error of his delay, in 
neglecting the 3 of being 
before-hand wit 


Ore-Nant his competitor for 
an alliance with Jonathan. 
However, the anticipation of Al- 


; exander did not yet hinder him from 


as 552 * 1 : 
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carrying it as far as it would go, in ure, th: 
| every Jew, who was carried away 


EL . 


o 


the following lette 


KING DEMETRIUS TO JONATHAN, AND | 
TO THE PEOPLE OF THE JEWS, 
GREETING | RS 


8 we have hitherto 
VV always found you true and 
faithful to your duty, and to our ser- 
vice, in despite of all the arts and 
practices of our enemies to seduce 
you from your allegiance, we cannot 
but give you some instance of the 
esteem we have for your unshaken 
fidelity in times past, and hkewise of 
our ardent desire to give you all en- 
couragement to preserve in the same, 
for the time to come. 4 
It is our pleasure therefore to remit 
the greatest part of your tributes. 
And by these present to ease you of all 
the taxes that you formerly paid to our 
predecessors, or to ourselves, over and 
above the custom of salt, and crown 
taxes. The thirds of your corn, and 
of your fruits, we do discharge you of 
for ever; together with the poll · tax 
upon the inhabitants of Judea, and the 
three governments of Samaria, Ga- 
lues and ert 
Me will, that the city of Jerusalem, 
be accounted holy, and have the pri- 
vileges of a sanctuary, or city of re- 
fuge, with an exemption both to it- 
self and its dependencies, from all 
tenths and tributes. The citadel shall 
be delivered up to the High- Priest 
Jonathan, with liberty to put into it 
for a garrison, such of his friends 


7 
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It is our further pleasure, that 


prisoner into any part of our domini- 
ons, be forthwith set at liberty, with- 
out imposing any hardships, after 
this decree, so much as upon their 
cattle, either by press-masters, or o- 
therwise, That all their sabbaths and 
solemn festivals, and three days be- 
fore them, shall be days of immunity 
and freedom to every Jew in our do- 
minion, that they may live quietly 
without any sort of Wee And 
for so many of the Jews, within the 


compass of thirty thousand men, as 
may desire to bear arms in our ser- 


vice, they shall be entertained at the 
same rate with our own guards, and 
instructed also in our garrisons, and 
about our person, and the better sort 
of them shall be received as domestics 
in our royal family 
Moreover, they shall have the free 
exercise of their own laws, both in 
Jerusalem, and in the three depen- 
dent provinces; committing it to the 
High-Priest's care, to see that no Jew 
be suffered to worship in any other 
temple but that of Jerusalem. ; 
We do hereby grant them hkewise 
the yearly allowance of fifteen thou- 
san ie try of silver toward the 
charge of their sacrifices out of our 
own coffers, and discharge the priests 
and ofhcers attending the service of 
the temple, of the ten thousand dra- 
chma's that were formerly paid to 
our predecessors, as in reason we 
ought to do. | 


It 1s our 


2 
— 


further will, that who⸗ 


soever shall fly to the temple of Jeru- 
Salem, or to the liberties thereof, for 


_ confidents as he shall make choice 


4 


any debt, whether to the king or , 
| otherwise, 


EY 


618 | 
otherwise, shall be protected, both 
in his 
trouble or molestation. — 

We likewise give leave, and re- 
quire, that the temple be repaired, 


strong walls and turrets erected, and 


A couplETR HISTORY | 
person and goods, from any 


garrisons put into such places as ye 


shall think fit to raise and fortify; 


and all this to be done at our own 
Proper chargee. a 
Ihese were the promises of Deme- 


* 


4 


L 


trius, who wrote to the Jews accord- 


„„ 
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this junQure, Alexander raised 


a. powerful army, and advanced at 


the head of it against the enemy. 
An engagement ensued, and the left 


_ "wing of Demetrius pressing the right 
of Alexander, they pursued their ad- 


vantage so far, that they got much 
plunder; but the right wing, where 


- the king fought in person, was forced 


to give way, and they were totally 


_ routed. | | Heh 15 8 
Demetrius acquitted himself with 
gallantry, killing some, pursuing 
_ others, and defending himself, till at 
last his horse, plunging into a bog, he 
vas over-powered by multitudes that 
Pressed upon him, and could have 
no relief. However, he fought on 


foot, till his body was covered with 


darts and arrows. Thus valiantly 
fell Demetrius, after a reign of eleven 


_ 
* 


oo 


= 


q 


CHAP. Il. 


* 


| ONIAS OBTAINS PERMISSION TO BUILD + 


A TEMPLE IN EGYPT. CONTEST BE. 
TWEEN THE JEWS AND SAMARI- 
TANS, RELATIVE TO THEIR TEMPLE 
AND WORSHIP. DECIDED IN FAVOUR 
OF THE JEWS, - ADVOCATES FOR 
THE SAMARITANS, ACCORDING TO 
.» AGREEMENT ARE ADJUDGED TO THE 
_ PENALTY OF DEATH. JONATHAN IS 
HIGHLY HONOURED BY ALEXANDER. 
- HIS SUCCESS. AGAINST HIS IDOLA- 
_ TROUS ENEMIES. IS COURTEOUSLY 
RECEIVED BY KING PTOLEMY. VA- 


| RIOUS FORTUNES. OF PTOLEMY AND 


ALEXANDER. DEATH OF THOSE 
PRINCES. JONATHAN INVESTS JE- 
- RUSALEM. OBTAINS THE SANCTION 
OF DEMETRIUS.” vv = 


OO NIAS, the son of Onians the 
\/ High-Priest, who lived in a 


kind of exile from his own country, 
with Ptolemy Philometor, at Alexan- 


dria, finding Judea so terribly ra- 
vaged by the Macedonians; and desi- 
rous of acquiring immortal fame, re- 
solved to try if he could obtain leave 
from king Ptolemy, and his queen 


| Cleopatra, to build a temple in Egypt, 


after the model of that of Jerusalem, 
and to supply it with Priests and Le- 
vites of his own family. ; 

This design occurred to him from 
a prediction of the prophet //azah, at 
least six hundred years before; pre- 


| saging that in time to come, there 


I should be a temple erected in Egypt, 
Ee CHAP. | to the eee the great God, and 
150 | Is that it should be the work of a Jew. 
+ ts Tort I Onias was so possessed with this re- 
- 4 G III velation, that he wrote a letter to 


Ptolemy 


Book IX. 
When I had the honour to serve your 
majesties in the field, Ipassed through 


severalcountries, and observed, that 


in the provinces of Celo-Syria, Phe. 


nice, and Leontopolis, in the land of 
Heliopolis, and in several other pla- 


ces, the Jews had no uniformity in 


n 


their temples, and therefore could 


not agree among themselves about it; 


as is the case with the Egyptians, by 
reason of the multitude of temples, 


and the diversity of religion. 1252 


As I ha ve found out a certain place 


near the castle of Bubastes upon the 
plain, where there are great store of 


materials for building, and plenty of 


beasts appointed for sacrifice, it is my 
humble request, that you will permit 


me to purge and demolish a ruinous 
temple there, that was never conse- 


crated to any deity, and in the place 
of it to erect another, after the model 


of that at Jerusalem, with a dedica- 


tion of it to the most high God, upon 


condition, that prayers be there offer- 


ed up for the safety and prosperity of 
your royal person and family; to the 


end that all the Jews in your domi- 


nions may by this means be united, 
and better enabled to do your ma- 


jesties service. This is no more than 
what the Prophet Isaiah had foretold, 
that God would have a holy place in 
'Egy t: 8 „„ | 

The piety that the king, and his 
queen 8 expressed upon the 
receipt of the letter, will appear by 
their answer, wherein they discharged 
themselves of having any hand in the 


impious violation of the law, and 
cast the whole blame of it upon 


Onias in these terms: 


- CERES 
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— 
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Ptolemy and Cleopatra, to this effect: 


violent dispute, between the 


ment upon the merits of t 


KING PTOLEMY AND QUEEN CLEOPA- 
TRA TO ONIAS, JOY AND HEALTH. 


I E have read and considered 
your letter of request, where- 
in you desire to cleanse and purify 
an old ruinous temple at Leontopo- 
lis near Bubastes upon the plain, 
within the jurisdiction of Heliopolis, 


and can hardly conceive how a tem- 
ple in a place so unclean, and haunted - 
wich such varieties of detestable ani- 
mals, should be in any measure ac- 


ceptable to God. But as you refer 


yourself for justification to the pre- 
dictions of the Prophet Isaiah, we de 
hereby grant unto you full licence 


and permission, provided it be done 
without giving offence to God in the 
breach of his laws. 


Onias had no sooner leaned this 
concession, than he applied himself 


to the raising of the temple and the 
altar, according to the draught of 
that at ee though it was 
much short of it both in bulk and 


magnificence. Ny thus accom- 
plished his design, 
want Priests and Levites of his own 


nias did not 


persuasion to assist him in the divine 


worship, and in the services of the 


temple. 5 
There happened at Alexandria a 
ews 


the 


and the Samaritans that erecte 


temple at Garizin, in the days of 
Alexander the Great, concerning that 


temple and the manner of worship- 


ing, so that the king was forced up- 


on an appeal to take the matter into 
his on cognizance, and pass judg- 
e eause. 
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The point was this: The Jews 


party that should be found guilty. 


Sabbeus and Theodofrus were for 
the Samaritans, and Andronicus the 
son of Męſſalan, for the Jews; bind- 
ing themselves by oath on both sides, 


in the presence of God and the king, 


to offer nothing in proof, but What 
was according to the law, and desi- 
ring that the breach of that oath 


might be made death. 


The king called his friends and 
the 


cause. The jews of Alexandria 


counsellors about him to try 


were greatly concerned least their 


advocate might be unequal to the 
important cause, and much grieved 


to find the sacred authority of the 


temple at Jerusalem, the most an- 
tient and noble frame and institution 
in the whole world, brought into 


question. : 


Upo 


f n a debate who should speak 
first, Sabbeus and Theodosius gave 
the precedence to Andronicus, Who 
opened the cause, and elaborately set 
forth the sanctity, and venerable an- 
tiquity of the temple of ſerusalem, 
even from the very original, accord- 
ing to the law; observing the unin- 
terrupted succession of the priest- 


1 


IE 


to give sentence in 
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it v | | nour and majesty of the place, as it 
insisted that the temple at Jerusalem, 
was the only temple extant that was 
warranted and authorized by the 
laws of Moses. The Samaritans 
stood up for the temple at Garizin, 
and both parties by consent referred 
themselves to the arbitration of the 
king with his ministers and counsel- 
lors, desiring only that council might 
be heard on both sides, and that sen- 
tence of death might pass upon the 


was celebrated from time to time, 
with the magnificence and bounty of 
all the kings of Asia; whereas the 
temple of Garizin then in question, 
was so obscure in all respects, that 
little more notice was taken of it. 
By these and other powerful argu- 
ments the king was al ne, upon 
avour of Jeru- 

Salem, and to adjudge Sabbeus and 
Theodosius to death, according to the 
conditions of the proposal. This 


was the state of affairs with the Alex- 


andrian Jews in the 


Philometor, 


days of Ptolemy 


After the death of Demetrius, 
Alexandria took upon himself the 


government of Syria; and by a let- 
ter to Ptolemy Philometor, sent him a 
proposal of a match with his daugh- 
ter, suggesting, that it would — 
be dishonourable or unreasonable af- 
ter the overthrow of Demetrius, and 


(through God's favour,) the reco- 


very of a kingdom that belonged to 
him in right of his father, to re- 
ceive him into his alliance. . 

Ptolemy was so well pleased with 
this overture, that he immediately 


* 


wrote him a letter congratulating | 


him upon all his victories and suc- 


cesses, promising him his daughter 
in marriage, an 


appointing Ptole- 
mais for the place of meeting; where 
he would wait upon him with his 
daughter Cleopatra, and there con- 
summate the nuptials. Ptolemy 
went directly to the place with his 
daughter, where he found Alexan- 


der, and celebrated the marriage, 


with such a treasure of gold and sil- 


hood through all ages, with the ho- | ver for her portion as become the 
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magnificence- of so great a prince. [ 


Tonathan the High-Priest was invited 


by Alexander to the nuptials, where 
both the kings welcomed him with 


- honour and presents on both sides. 
Alexander appointed bim to change 
his habit, put on a purple robe, and 
take his place next to himself upon 


the throne, commanding also the 


chief officers to attend him into the 


heart of the city, and make pro- 


clamation that no man should pre- 
sume, upon bis peril, either to ca- 
lumniate, accuse, or otherwise give 
him the least molestation. 


Such were the kindness and re- 


spect that Alexander had for Jona- 
than, that he reckoned him 2 
the choicest of his friends, an 


— 


tesm. 5 | | 
At this time Demetrius, the son 
of the late Demetrius, embarked 
with a body of mercenaries, and pas- 
sed with them out of Crete into Ci- 
licia. Alexander. alarmed at the 
news of this expedition, hastened 
from Phenice to Antioch, to-put af- 
fairs in a posture of defence before 
Demetrius could get thither; com- 


mitting the government of Cœle- 


Syria, in the mean time, to the care 
of Apollonius, who marched with an 
army to Jamnia, and from thence 

sent Jonathan the DE HERR, an ex- 
postulatory message, demanding what 

rivilege he had to live at ease and 
8 and to withdraw himself from 
the service of the public? ba 


Py 
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The scandal, said he, is laid at 
my door, for suffering this affront, 


without reducing you to subjection. 


If you are as brave as you would be 


45 


treated him with every token of es- 


1 


stones, sha 


with him; and coming up to 


Sault: 


521 


thought to be, come down from your 
hiding- places in the mountains, and 
meet me like a man upon the plain, 
sword in hand, and cast the issue of 
the cause upon that trial. 
I am now at the head of a body . 


of the choicest men in the empire, 
and men that in feats of arms have 
ever. had the ascendant of your an- 
cestors, wherefore I dare you once 
again to give me a meeting in some 
indifferent place, where swords, not 
f decide the controversy, 

and leave the vanquished party no 
possibility of saving themselves b7 
. | 113 
Jonathan was so incensed with the 


insolent challenge, that he marched 


out of Jerusalem_ with ten thousand 
chosen men, and his brother Simon 
| | Lope. 
encamped there. But Apollonius 
having a garrison in the town, they 
shut their gates against him, so that 
he put himself in posture for an as- 
whereupon the inhabitants, 
through fear of a storm, delivered 
up the place. Ws 

When Apollonius understood that 


his antagonist was possessed of Joppa, 


he betook himself with three t ou- 


sand horse and eight thousand foot 


to Azotus, and from thence, by easy 
marches, to Joppa; where he drew 
off a little to engage Jonathan in the 
open plain, depending upon his su- 


periority of numbers. Et 
Jonathan advanced; who, when 
he found the enemy in a plain field, 
gave him battle. Apollonius bad 
lanted a thousand horse in an am- 
5 near a brook, to fall upon the 
enemy's rear, which Jonathan was 
6 R aware 
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The engagement continued till 
evening, when Jonathan ordered his 


brother Simon, with part of his ar- 


my, to charge the enemy's main bo- 
dy, having commanded his'own men, 
only to receive the darts and arrows 


_ of the horse upon their bucklers, 


Without any other resistance. 
They kept themselves upon their 
guard, till the enemy had expended 
_ all their offensive weapons, without 
doing any execution; for they stood 
S880 thick, that their darts fell upon 
their bucklers, which they could not 


The enemy was so spent with this 


manner of fighting, from morning 


till the afternoon, that Simon took 


s . 
San men. oy 
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that opportunity of attacking their 


main body; and Was so bravely se- 


conded by his soldiers, that he broke 
- and put them to flight, 


The horse, upon This altdek” fled 


in the greatest confusion imaginable. 
Jonathan closely pursued them as far 
as:Azotus, killed great numbers, and 


forced the rest into the temple of 


Dagon, for sanctuary. He also took 
the city, set fire to it, and several 


neighbouring villages, and burnt 


them all to the ground, together with 
the temple of Dagon, and all the 
people that fled to it for protec- 
*Vß;ſuhhhbuis life, by ihe treachery of Alex 
The number of those that were | 

. burnt, or fell by the sword, was 
_ computed to amount to eight thou- 


- 
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aware of, and without any difficulty, 
prevented; for, drawing up his men 
in a square, that fronted every side, 
so they were ready on all hands to 

. VV 


After the defeat of this army, Jo. 
nathan advanced with his troops to 
Askalon, and pitched his tent before 


the city ; the inhabitants coming out 
to him, and treating him with many 
presents and tokens of respect. 


After this he returned to Jerusa- 


lem victorious, and laden with spoil. 


In 5 of this victory Alex- 
ander affected an extraordinary ap · 


probation of the conduct of Jona- 


than; and, as a mark of his esteem, 


presented him with a Rn buckle, 


an honour peculiar only to the royal 


family; and conferred on him the 


government of Accaron. 


o 


At the same time, Ptolemy Phi- 


lomoter, with both land and sea- 
forces, came into Syria, to the as- 
sistance of his son, in-law, Alexan- 


der, where he was received with great 
honour, according to the king's or- 


der in Azotus. 


In this place he was accosted with 


complaints, of the burning of Da- 
gon's temple, every one exclaiming 
against Jonathan, as the author of 


that outrage, besides the havock he 


had made in the country by fire 


and sword. Ptolemy heard these 


complaints, without returning any 
answer. Jonathan met him at Jop- 


pa, and was received with magnifi- 


cence and honour; and after con- 
dufting the king to the river Eleu- 
therus, returned to Jerusalem. 


When Ptolemy arrived in the city . 


of Ptolemais, a plot was laid against 


ander, and conducted by his friend 
Ammonius. = 15 


This device being discovered, he 


| wrote to Alexander, to demand jus- 


- nice, 


Boox IX. | 1 
tice. But Alexander refusing to de- 


liver Ammonius up, convinced him 


From his attachment to this infa- 
mous person, he now incurred the 
hatred of Ptolemy, as he had before 


done that of the people of Antioch; 


but the traitor soon after met with 


# 


a deserved fate. 


Ptolemy,  incensed at the perfidy 


and ingratitude of Alexander, deter- 


mined to disclaim all relationship to 


him; and therefore took away his 
daughter from her husband, entered 
into a league with Demetrius against 
Alexander, on condition of giving 
him Cleopatra in marriage, and put- 
ting him in possession of his father's 
KNOW. 7.7 645 EAT AE 
Demetrius was well pleased, both 


with the alliance and the woman. 


But the people of Antioch had such 
an aversion to Demetrius, on his fa- 
ther's account, that Ptolemy had a 
hard task to persuade them to re- 


ceive him for their king, whom they 


looked upon as their enemy. Vet 
such was their hatred to Alexander 
upon the score of Ammonius, that 


they were prevailed upon to free the 


city of Ammonius; who thereupon 
escaped into Cilicia from Antioch. 
Ptolemy upon this, made his en- 


trance into Antioch, where he was 


saluted, proclaimed, and crowned 


king, both by the citizens and the 


soldiery, that is, in the right of Asia, 
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| likewige without giving any eause of 


n 


action unworthy of his 


rescued by a party of his 
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jealousy or envy to the Romans. 


Alter this proclamation, he called 
a general council of the Antiochians, 


and endeavoured to attach them to 


Demetrius as their king, assuring 


them, that the sense of the present 
obligation would utterly extinguish 
the remembrance and mis-under- 


standings past; and undertaking him - 


self to take care, that in the adminis- 
tration of the government he should 
not so much as offer to commit an 
dignity and 

the trust reposed in him. 

Upon this representation and as- 
surance, the whole body of the peo - 
ple was prevailed upon to take Deme- 


trius for their king. 


* 


Alexander was at this time ravag - 


ing Syria, and the country about 


Antioch, with fire and sword, at the 


head of a numerous and powerful 
army, that he brought out of Cilicia; 
when Ptolemy, with his son- in- law 


Demetrius (the nuptials being cele- 


brated) encountered and routed him, 
forcing him to fly to Arabia. 
It happened in that battle that 
Ptolemy's horse taking fright at the 
braying of an elephant, threw his 
rider, and gave his enemies the ad- 
vantage of giving him many wounds 
upon the head, which misfortune 
would certainly have cost him his 
life upon the spot, if he had not been 
ards. 


But such was his condition, that he 


As he was a person of a just, tem- 


perate and discreet disposition, he 


lay speechless for four days, not un- 
derstanding what 2 to him. 
N et d Upon the fifth day, when he was re- 
managed his affairs to the intire sa- | covering a little, one Zabelus, an 
tisfaction of his own people; and Arabian prince, having cut off Alex- 
e e | 1 anders 
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ander's head, sent it to Ptolemy, who | with the utmost complacency, and 


was greatly pleased, both with the 


action, and the spectacle. But he 


had not long indulged his eye with 


- 


this sight, before he was summoned 


to pay that debt from which no mor- 


tal is exempt. 


he Was à man of a rough, rugged 


temper, without regard to the obli- 
| come and services he had received 


from them, upon the credit of an af- 


Demetrius, succeeded Alexander: 


2 with Cleopatra. This conduct 


80 disgusted the soldiers, that they 


deserted his cause, and hastened to 
Alexandria, leaving only the ele- 


phants behind them. 


Jonathan the High- Priest, having 
drawn together all che force he was 
able to raise in Judea, invested the 


citadel of Jerusalem, with a resolu- 


tion to dislodge the Macedonian gar- 


rison, and the fugitive Jews that had 
taken sactuary there. . 


Confident of the strength of the 


place, they bid him defiance; but 
in short were compelled to send pri- 
vately to Demetrius for succour. This 


| dene, e $0 incensed him, that he | 
immediately marched out with his 
army from Antioch toward Jona- 


than; and upon his arrival at Pto- 
lemais, sent for him by letter to come 
—.., offs wo 7 
Jonathan, 


and, attended by the priests and el. 
ders, laid them before Demetrius. 


upon "this invitation, 
took with him several rich presents; 


This expedition so molified the 


king, that he received the presents 


N 225 
WP.” 1 1 * = — 1 * 


„Three hundred Syrian” talents, were in value 
worth twelve thousand eight hundred and thirty 


* 
— 
"— 
- 
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good pleaſure to give them Jome fo 


in token of the obligation conferred 
on him by Jonathan, he confirmed 
the pontificate, with which he had 
been vested by his predecessors, and 


was so far from giving credit to the 
calumny and suggestions of the fugi- 


tive ſews against their countrymen, 
that upon Jonathan's request for an 


| abatement of the tribute of Judea, 
together with the dependencies of 


erde . er, and Galilee, to the 
amount of * three hundred talents, 
Hereupon he caused the following 
declaration to be made in their fa- 
W 


KING DEMETRIUS ro His BROTHER 
' JONATHAN, AND TO THE WHOLE 
JEWISH: NATION, JOY AND GREET- 


** 
1 
4 


7 H1S 2s to inform you, that we 
* - have here ſent you the copy of a 

letter, lately written to Laſthenes, 
our truſty and well-beloved coufin, 


KING DEMETRIUS TO His FATHER 
l LASTHENES, GREETING... , | 


| Weave, ſo ſenfible of thedutiful and 


-affettionate return vue have from time 


to time received from our friends the 
Jerus, in an-acknowledgment of the 
good-witl we bear them, that it 1s our 


nal mark 


of the ęſteem we have 


or 
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© Whereforeg we do by theſe * 
affign the three governors of Aphere 


ma, Lydda, and Ramathem, that were | 


_ taken from the Samaritans, together 


with all the land thereunto belonging 


to the uſe and advantage of Fudea, 


diſcharging likewiſe the prieſts at ge- 
e ofa the duties by them for- 
- merly allowed to our forefathers,” as 


well upon corn and fruits, as upon 
ſalt-pits, and croum taxes, with an 
"expreſs caution and prohibition that 
nothing of this be expetted from them 
„ .. 
Be ſure to end the copy of this 
letter to Jonathan, and have it hung 
"up in the moſt conſpicuous place of the 
holy temple. OE 
Affairs were now ſettled in fo ami- 
cable a manner, that Demetrius, flat- 


tering himſelf into an opinion, that. 


there was no longer any danger, dif- 
charged his army without their full 


pay, retaining only a body of merce- 


naries that he had raiſed in Crete, 
and other of the neighbouring 1ſlands: 
fo that diſmiſſing his father's old 
troops without any ſtipend, contrary 
to the practice of his anceſtors, who 


paid them in peace as well as in war, 


and kept them in readineſs to ſerve 


upon any occaſion; he, by "that. 
means, loſt the affettion of his 


People. 1 
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reſents 


AN UNGRATEFUL RETURN. 


BY AN AMBUSH. 


than the High-Priest laid close siege 
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JONATHAN BESIEGED THE TOWER OF | 


JERUSALEM, ASSISTS DEMETRIUS 
WITH A SUPPLY OF TROOPS. AF. 
FORDS HIM SUCCOUR UPON AN IM. 
PORTANT OCCASION, BUT RECEIVES 
DEME- 
 TRIVS ROUTED BY JONATHAN, IN 
ALLIANCE WITH ANTIOCHUS AND 
TRYPHON. JONATHAN SURPRIZED 
MATTHIAS AND 
JUDAS. MAKE A VALIANT DEFENCE. 
JONATHAN SENDS AN EMBASSY T0 
ROME AND LACEDEMON, AND OB. 
TAINS A LEAGUE WITH THOSE- NA- 
TIONS. THE JEWISH SECTS. JONA- 
THAN AND SIMON: UNDERTAKE TO 
FORTIFY JERUSALEM. DEMETRIUS 
 ROUTED AND TAKEN PRISONER. 


T HIS defection of the army 
from Demetrius was 80 noto- 
rious, that Diodotus, otherwise called 
Tiqphion, a native of Apamia, and 
formerly an officer under Alexander, 
availing himself of the accusation, 
applied to Malchus an Arabian, who 
was at that time governor of young 
Antiochus, the son of Alexander, in- 


forming him how desperately the sol- 


diers were bent against Demetrius, 


and proposing, if Malchus would put 


Antiochus into his hands, he made no 

doubt of getting him restored to his 

father's throne. - _ 
Malchus was at first diffident of the 


execution of his promise; but by 


the force of entreaty, he was in a 


short time brought to a compliance. 


During these transactions Jona- 


6 8. to 


F 


in that, but in a great matter, as soon 
as he could dispateh the present war, | 


upon the news of this relief from Jo- 


Chief business was rather to secure 


* 


aà smart 4. 
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to the citadel at Jerusalem, with a 


resolution to clear, not only that cas- 
tle, but other omg. 


her Holds, where 
the fugitive Jews sheltered them- 
selves: insomuch that he sent an 
embassy to Demetrius with presents 


desiring him, to withdraw all his men 
.that were in any of the fortresses of 
Judea. Demetrius assured him that | 


he was ready to gratify him, not only 


which so employed him at that time, 


that he was not at liberty to attend. 

any thing else; but abjured Jonathan 
by all that was sacred in friendship, 
to send him a supply of men, as his 
own troops were gone over to the 
onathan soon after this 
sent the king a reinforcement of three 


enemy. 


thousand choice men. . 
The people of Antioch 


opportunity for revenge; wherefore 


nathan, and reconsideration of the 
hazard of growing stronger and 


Stronger, if they were not before- 
hand with him, they betook them 
selves to their arms, and immedi- 


ately beset the palace, as if they were 
ready to give the assault. But their 


the avenues, and seize the king as 
he was coming out. 


Demetrius finding 


together with Jonathan's auxiliaries, | 


and charged the enemy, but met with 
retreat. The Jews, upon this re- 


were so 
enraged against Demetrius, both for 
his father's sake, and his own, that | 


they desired nothing more than an | down their arms, and 


* 
* 
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and was obliged to J 
: execution, AfF- Try phon had 
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himself thus be- 
get, drew up his foreign mercenaries, 


A 


4 


| 
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mounted the battlements; and from 
thence with darts and arrows 80 
galled the enemy, that they forced 


them from one house to. another, 


without sustaining much loss to 
J... FO wr OF I ns 
The next thing they did, was to 
fire the city, which being for the 
greater part built of wood, and the 
houses standing close, was easily ef- 
fected. The inhabitants finding that 
the fire could not be extinguished, 
Shifted for themselves; the Jews still 
pursuing them as before, and doing 
great executio . be 


This rout put an end to their 


fighting; and all that now remained 


was to save their wives and chil- 


dren. But the Jews took advantage 


of their confusion, and falling upon 


them, according to the king's order, 


killed great numbers of them in the 
pursuit, and forced the rest to lay 
surrender at 
discretion. | ITY 


This victory put an end to the 
war; and the rebels being pardoned, 


the booty was given to the Jews, ' 
whom Demetrius sent back to Jona- 
than, with a most honourable testi- 
mony of their valour, acknowledg- 


ing that it was to their courage he 


Stood indebted for that success. But 
this spirit of gratitude did not pos- 


| sess him long; for he afterward, not 


only broke his promise, but threat- 
ened him with a war, if he should 
not, for the future, make good those 
tributes to himself, which' the Jews 


had formerly paid to his predecessors. 


He would have put his threats into 
not di- 
verted 
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verted him, by forcing him to make 
use of that army against himself 


which he had designed against your 


than, who being now returned out. 


of Arabia into Syria, with young 
Antiochus, set the crown upon his 
head, and by the help of the soldi 
ers, who had been defrauded of their 
Pay, made open war upon Deme- 
trius, defeated him in a pitched bat- 
tle, made himself master of his ele- 
phants, and of the city of Anti- 
5 and forced him back into Ci- 
inn 


Antiochus, upon this resolution, 
sent an embassy to Jonathan, and 


acknowledged him his friend and ally, 
established him in the pontificate, 
put him in the possession of the four 


governments that were assigned to 


Judea, and gave his brother Simon 
the command of all his forces, from 


Tyre to the borders of Sidon; pre- 


senting Jonathan over and above, 
with several cups of gold, purple 
garments with a golden buckle, and 


the privilege of using and wearing 
these ensigns of state, and adopting 


* 


friends. | 


him also into the roll of his choicest 


Jonathan was so sensible aCthe mul- 1 
tiplied bounties, and marks of ho- 


nour he had received from Antiochus, 


that he forthwith dispatched an ex- 
Press to Antiochus and Tryphon, with 


a. most affectionate tender of his 
friendship and service, with his rea- 
diness to join against Demetrius as a 


common enemy; reflecting upon him 
also, as the most ungrateful of men, 


in returning so much evil for all the 
service he had done him. 


4 No Sooner had Jonathan the com- 


„ 
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began to raise levies in Syria and 


Phenice, and from thence proceeded ; 


to all the neighbouring towns and 
cities, where he was received with 


great honour, but raised no recruits, 


among the Jews. ___ | = 
Upon his coming afterward to 


Askalon, the people kindly entertain- 


ed him; he took occasion to lay be- 


fore them (as he did at other places 


in Celo-Syria) how much it was 
their interest and duty to take up 


arms against Demetrius in behalf of 


Antiochus, having so fair an oppor- 
tunity to be revenged of him for the 


injuries he had done them. 


He wrought upon them so effectu- 


ally by his advice, that they N. 
mised supplies. But advancing after- 


ward to Gaza upon the same good 


office to Antiochus, he found, to his 


great admiration, the gates shut 
against him, and the people obsti- 


nately resolved to abide by Deme- 


trius. | | 785 RA 
Jonathan, incensed at this indig- 


| nity, divided his army and assaulting 


the town with one part, with the 


other went up and down to burn and 


lay waste the country). 


The inhabitants of Gaza after a 
short time, N nothing but ine vi- 


table destruction before their eyes, no 


appearance of any relief from Deme- 
trius; nor, so much as the hope of 


any to so remote a distance, upon 


second thought judged it most advis- 


able to make a seasonable and sub- 


missive application to Jonathan by 
N their deputies, who were as frankly 
received on the other hand into his 


J onathan, 


interest and friendship. 
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dent them away to Jerusalem, passing 


; Mascus. 


than out of Syria by way of diversion, 


Presumption that he would attend to 
the interest of his own country in 
Preference to all others; but this did 

- not hinder Jonathan from advancing 


chat country, marched up to Beth- 
Sura, and assaulted it, though ac- 
- counted the strongest and most de- 
fensible place in all Judea, and in. 
the ha 


or violence to march away to Deme- | 
don conditions, and put another 


there before. 


Jonathan, in fine, accepted of 
their proposals and hostages, and 


himself through the country to Da- 


Demetrius in the mean while had 
a strong army encamped before Ca- 


des, upon the borders of Tyre and 


Galilee, with a design to draw Jona- 


to the assistance of Galilee, on a 


with all speed to encounter him, 


sence to take care of judea. : 
Simon at the same time, with what 
men he could get together out of 


of the faction of Deme- 
trius. When the garrison found 
themselves so pressed with works and 
engines, that the place seemed to be 
in some danger, they sent a messen- 
ger to Simon, for leave to quit the 
place, and without any molestation 


trius. 


by the apprehension of being all put . 
by force. Simon granted them their 


garrison in the place of what was 


Jonathan at this time departing 


3 leaving his brother Simon in his ab- 


They were brought to these terms, 1 


— 


from the place, where he had first | 
encamped, advanced in the plain of 1 
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Asor, not in the least gpspeAing any 
enemy upon that quarter; but a par- 
ty of Demetrius, having intelligence 


of his design the day before, placed 


an ambush under a mountain, and 
marched toward him with their body 
in the open plain. ERR 

As soon as Jonathan saw them in 
order of battle, and ready to charge, 
he gave his men the best orders he 


could in so short a time, how to go- 


vern themselves in the attion; but 
when the Jews came to discover the 


ambush, they turned their backs im- 
mediately, for fear of being pent up 


betwixt the two bodies, and cut off. 

The terror was so general, that 
"35% wry had hardly a man to stand 

y him, saving only two captains of 
his guards, Matthias the son of 
Abſalom, and Judas the son of Cal- 
phi, who, with a band of fifty brave 
men, stood their ground, and made 
so desperate a charge on the enemy's 
front, that Jonathan's deserters find- 
ing the soldiers of Demetrius in con- 
fusion, and almost ready to run, ral- 
lied, and falling upon them afresh, 


killed two thousand upon the spot, 


put to flight the rest, and pursued 
them to Cades, up to their very 
J i OE 

Jonathan after this 3 vic- 
tory, returned to Jerusalem ; and in 
this height of successes sent ambassa- 
dors to Rome, with a commission to 
renew an alliance with them, and 
with orders to go to Lacedemon in 
their return, upon the same account. 


his ambassadors honourably treated, 
and dispatched away with letters re- 
commendatory to the: kings of Eu- 
| | | rope 
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rope and Asia for their safe passage. | 
They called likewise upon the Lace- 
demonians, in their way back again, 
and presented them with letters, as 
%% ported 575 Hes Ain 


a. 


| JONATHAN THE HIGH-PRIEST,: AND | 

*. THE ELDERS Or THE NATION, THE 
PRIESTS, AND OTHER PEOPLE OF 
IHE JEWS, UNTO THE EPHORI, THE 
SENATE, AND THE PEOPLE OF THE 
' LACEDEMONIANS, THEIR BRETHREN, 
SEND GREETING : 1 


n 


— 


XXIHEREAS we find in a letter 
— of a remote date from Arrius 
your king, to Ontas our High-Priest, 
la copy whereof we send you here 
enclosed) importing a near affinity of 
blood betwixt us: and whereas it ap- 
peareth also by the testimony we 
then rendered to Arius himself, with 
What joy we received the intimation 
of such an alliance in that letter; this 
gives you to understand, that we 
should have put in our claim to the 
honour of your friendship before, but 
that we were not willing to prevent 
you in the glory of leading the ex- 
ample. Be pleased to take notice, 
however, that from the first ratifica- 
tion of an amity betwixt us to this day, 
we have never forgotten you in our 
prayers to God for your prosperity, 
health, and victory over all your ene- 
mies; and we have been as tender 
 likewise in all our sufferings and dis- 
tresses, under the persecution of our 
covetous and ambitious neighbours, | 
not to involve, either yourselves, or 
any other of our friendly allies, in 
our trouble; but our circumstances 
being now easier, and our wars, by 


God's Providence, over, we have sent 
Numentus, the son of Antiochus, and 
Antipates, the son of Jajon, being 
senators and men of honour, to the 
Romans, and with letters also to 
yourselves for the strengthening and 
renewing of a frienaly understanding 
betwixt us. Be pleased to return us 
what answer you shall think meet, 
and let us understand wherein we may 


be useful to you; in a full trust and 


confidence, that you shall find us 


ever ready to serve you · in all offices 


of affection and respect. 
The Lacedemonians not only gave 


the Jewish ambassadors, an honoura- 


ble reception, but a memorial, which 


was förmed and confirmed by pub- 


lic authority, testifying the friend- 
ship and alliance between the two 
„ e ee e Hu 
Ihe Jews were divided at this time 
into three sects, the Pharisees, Sad- 
ducees, and Essenes. 


The Pharisees held, that men were 


subjected to a fatality, in some cases, 
ond left at liberty in others, to act as 
% % 
Ihe Sadduces did not allow of any 
fatality; but that every man had it 


in his own power to make his con- 


dition better or worse, according as he 
pursued right or wrong measures. 
The Essenes, on the other hand, 
acknowledged no other power than 
that of an over- ruling destiny, work- 


ing according to the pre- determina- : | 


tion of an irresistible fate. 


The officers of Demetrius were 


now 'advanced toward Jonathan, at 


the head of a numerous army, in 


hopes of Tetrieving the reputation 


they had lost by their late overthrow. 
6 T ä 


we." 5 


| Fase. encamping himself within fifty 
u 


motions. 


e thing into a posture of de- 
fence, planted his out-scouts to the 
best * and kept his men un- 


rus, into a place of 


batheans, took a great many cattle, 


; the place, and Jeſt a strong 


Y 


they were approaching, advanced to 
meet them at Amathias, with a reso- 
Jution to oppose. their passage into 


« 


rlongs of the enemy, and sending 


scouts abroad for discovery of their | 


Upon the return of the spies, he 


Prize him in his quarters; so that he 


NN 4 


der arms, informing them of the ene- 
MENOS: ores ton deed tf 57; 
When the officers of Demetrius 


understood that their plot was dis- 
eovered, they were greatly embar- 


rassed in what manner to proceed, 


and at length came to a determina- 
tion to depart under covert of the 


he next morning, by dawn of 


day, Jonathan marched up with a re- 


solution to force the camp; when 
finding it abandoned, he posted away 
after the fugitives, but to no purpose; 
for they had passed the river Elenthe- 
| 1 safety, before he 
could reach them. 
He took his course next into Ara- 
bia ravaged the country of the Na- 
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and prisoners, and sold them at Da- 
mascus. 5 N 4 F 2 . vi F, IR. 925 ; 2 : . og f ; 
Simon at the same time made a 


Progress through Judea and Palestine 
das far as Askalon, where hegarrisoned 
all the places of defence; and after 
> N and securing the country, 


marched to Joppa, took possession of 


4 


+ % 
1 


- 


| A; COMPLETE — _\f1 mt 
But Jonathan having intelligence that ; 


it, to keep the inhabitants in awe, 
who would otherwise have betrayed 
the town to Demetrius. 950 


Having thus provided against all 


casualties, Jonathan and Simon re- 


turned to Jerusalem, where the High- 


Priest summoning the people toge- 
ther into the temple, set them upon 


repairing the ruinous walls, both of 


the city, and the hoy, e forti- 
fying them, with lofty and n 


towers; advising them also to ere 


another wall to cut, off all communi- 
cation between the castle and the city, 


put good garrisons into other conve- 


nient places, and keep the country 
in a defensible condition. | 


The people. were highly pleased 


with this counsel, so that he made it 
his own province to take care of the 
city, and committed the rest to his 


Rin — 
Demetrius having passed the river, 


advanced into Mesopotamia, with a 
design of making himself master, not 


only of the country, but of Babylon 
itself; proposing also the reduction 
of the upper provinces, to make that 


quarter the seat of war; for the 
Greeks and Macedonians therein, had 
sent him several embassies and invita- 
tions to come over to them, with as- 
surances, that upon his appearing 
they would submit themselves to his 
direction, and assist him vith their 
arms against Arsaces the king of Par- 


Encouraged by these hopes, Deme- 
trius proceeded immediately toward 
them, concluding it would be easy to 


beat Tr yphon out of Syria, after one 


powerful defeat given to the Par- 


thians. 
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When he arrived among them, he self; proposing by these arts of insinu- 
was received by the people of that | ation, to veil the treachery of his 
country . with great acclamations, | heart, and create in him such @ trust 
where he put himself at the head of | and confidence as might expose him, 
a brave army, and made war with for want of caution, to credulity 
Arsaces, by whom he was utterly rout- and surpriſe. 
ed, his army destroyed, and himself] After a long conference upon di- 
II | vers subjects, he advised Jonathan, 
as the war was at an end, to dis- 
j d ena, 8 
Z CCHAP If. [ burden; retaining only a competent 
on op ion rf geen eee 
. JONATHAN IS MADE PRISONER, AND | they might go together to Ptolemais, . 
HIS; ARMY ROUTED: THROUGH THE as he was resolved to put himself in 
. » TREACHERY OF | TRYPHON. _ SUC- possession of that city, For, says he, 
„ .CEEDED. BY | SIMON, WHO AGREES! T am come hither” to deliver thoſe 1 
WITH TRYPHON FOR Jo NATHANS I 5e „ 
| Nene : places into your: hands. | 
One ur Coe VA; 3, Jonathan not'suspeRing the frau 
FD BY TRYPHON. SIMON PERFORMS. | = | 3 e 4 
Max FEATS OF VALOUR, IN TIE | ®f the perfidious Tryphon, dismissed - 
- GLORIOUS: CAUSE Or His COUNTRY. | all his army except three thousand = 
F. | | men, two thousand of whom he left 
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taken prisoner. 
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"FARTHER INSTANCES OF THE PERFI-: |. Ki 
px OF THE TRATTOR, Wo is AT |. in Galilee, and carried the third with | 
- + LENGTH TAKEN AND SLAIN. © © | him in company with Tryphon to 

_— ( 8 75 . F Th £433 1» ? Ptolemais. . = ESL — 3 

E fall of Demetrius encou-] He was no sooner entered the 
1 raged Tryphon to aspire to the I town, but the inhabitants, accord- 
crown; but as his ambitious designs | ing to their instructions, shut their 
could not be promoted, While Jona- | gates upon him, took him prisoner, ; 


than (a true friend to Antiochus) was | || and cut off all his soldiers. Part of 

iin a condition to oppose them; the | the army was afterwards sent to 
first thing to be done, was to contrive | Galilee, with an intent to massacre 
ho to take him off. To this end he the other two thousand there; but 
vent from Antiochto Bethsam, where | they having. timely notice of their 
he found Jonathan with forty thou- | treachery to Jonathan, they betook 
sand men ready to serve him in case themselves to their arms immediately 
of neeſ. [s upon the report, and so made their 
Tryphon finding him in this posture escape. Tryphon's soldiers were 80 
of defence, made use of presents, well pleased with the resolution of 
and fair words, to inveigle him, when these men, that they let them escape 
he saw nothing could be effected by without mole station. 
force, he gave charge to his officers,, The disaster which befel Jona - 
to pay the same respect and obedi- | than, the darling of the whole Jew- 
ence to Jonathan as they did to him - I ish nation, struck the 9 of 
_ FN 15 5 g : Jerusalem 
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Jerusalem with universal terror and | 
consternation, and filled them with 


the most dreadful apprehensions of 


: I need not tell you, my friends and. 


impending. danger, from the loss of 
their yaliant leader. Nor were their 
fears without foundation; for the 
. Jews were dispersed as a people de- 
stitute of a head, 
Tryphon levied an army to make 
an inroad into judea, but Simon 
observing the consternation of the 


people, called them together, and 


addressed them in the following man- 


_ countrymen, howfrankly 1, my father, 
and my bretheren, have expoſed our- 


elves to the utmoſt difficulttes and ha- 


'zards, in alſerting our common li- 


- 
- 


berty; ſo that it is no neu thing for 


{ 


vur family to lay down our lives in 


of my honour and my ; 


3 . 
Mereſoreè without lodking any far- | 
_ then for a leader; you have a man 


before you, who i readybo door: ſuffer 
any thing. for:your preſervation and 


: welfare; do but you only follow where | 


I do not reckon: myſelf better tian 
my brethren; neither do I value my 


? of al a higher rate than they have 


done; nor am I fo degenerate, as to 
_ think o/ ſaving that liſe by cowandice, 
nohen my country and religion are at 
flake, whach our family has ever ac- 


4 8 c q ” 1 5 * * 8 4 ” - 
+ Y/ 5 . £ 4 * 7 . = 2 ö 0 
No, my friends and brethren, it 
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: ſhall never be faid, that I have — — 


gated from the dignity of my family. 
mate no donbt at all, but that 
God in his good lime will, even by my 


hand, avenge you of your enemies; 


deliver you, with your wives and chi- 
dren, from your oßpreſſors, and vin- 
dicate the holy temple: againſt the 
abominations and violence of your. 
malicious penſecutors. 

The multitude were so affected by 


this speech and declaration of Simon, 


that they presently took courage, 


suspended their fears, and revived 


their spirits, and unanimously ex- 
claimed, None ſo fit as Simon to ſuc- 
ceed to the office of his brave bro- 


ters, Judas and Jonathan; there- 


fore let Simon be our general, and 
whatever he commands ſhall be obey- | 


1 

the defence-of our laws, and religion, 

neither am I ſo inſenſible of the au- 

.  thority of thoſe domęſtic eamples, as 
tuo be wrought upon by: any terror to. 
 -bhe feeryficeny: N 


The new general collected as ma- 
ny of the poopie, as were fit to bear 
& set about the necessary 


the town, lest they should deliver it 


up to Tryphon, while he continued at 


Jerusalem, to guard that city. . 
T ryphon was now upon his march 


with a great army from Ptolemais; 


and arriving at Judea, brought Jona- 


han with him in bonds. 


Simon met him with his troops 
near the city of Addida, upon a 
mountain that overlooked the plain. 
When Tryphon came to understand 


counted as the moſt heroic of their 
oo oo ot Res poor On 


their general, he sent messengers to 


him, to try if he could circumvent 
him also by a plot. With this view 


he 


— wars 
1 Nun 


Book IX. 
he sent him word, that if he desired: 
the release of his brother, he might 


send him an “ hundred talents of 


silver, and two sons of Jonathan 
with it as hostages, that when he 
should be set at liberty, he should 
not seduce the Jews from their alle- 
giance to the king, suggesting at the 
same time, that he was to be kept in 
custody only till the king's money 
should be paid. 8 „ 
Simon RES” the fraud; but 
considering, on the one hand, that 
though he run the danger of losing 
the money, without obtaining his 


brother's release besides the deli- 


very of his sons to the mercy of an 
enemy, yet their occurred difficul- 
ties, on the other hand, no less per- 
lexing; for he was afraid that upon 
bis denial of the N for a ran- 
som, or the sons for hostages, he 
should be branded with the odium 
of being accessary to his brother's 
death, 555 


Upon this, he called a council, 


told them Tryphon's demands; gi- 


ving his opinion also, that there was 
treachery at the bottom. But inti- 
mating, that it would be better to 
send both the money and the sons, 


at a venture, than incur a suspicion, 


upon not hearkening to Tryphon's 
conditions, of being less zealous than 


he ought to be for the safety of his | 


brother. Therefore a resolution was 
taken to send both; though Tryphon, 
after he had received them, broke 
his faith, and refused to release Jo- 
nathan, ranging up and down with 


— * 


r 


= An hundred Jewish al in value amounted to 


40 
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3 ; | ; fifteen shillings of our money. 
thirty four thousand two hundred and eighteen pounds, 


333 


his army, and ravaging the country, 
till he came to Dora, a city of Idu- 
mea, with an intention to make that 
in his way to Jerusalem, Simon keep- 
| ing pace with him in his marches, 
and always encamping opposite to his 
army. 70 << 
While Tryphon was upon the way, 
word was brought him from Jerusa- 
lem, that the garrison of the citadel 
was sore distressed for want of pro- 
visions, and they desired he would 
immediately haste to their relief. 
| Upon this intelligence he ordered 
his horse to be in readiness, as he 
would march without any delay to 
their succour; but there fell so great 
a snow that night, that the roads 
were impassable. Upon this disap- 
pointment he decamped, and went 
back to Celo-Syria; 
n the country of Galaad, 
caused Jonathan, near the city of 
- Bascama to be slain, and buried there 
and from thence returned to Antioch, 
Simon took care however to remove 
his brother's bones to his father's se- 
| pulchre at Modin, where he erected 
a magnificent monument to the ho- 
nour of his family. It was raised 
upon an eminence that overlooked 
the whole country, and encompassed 
with arched walls, resting upon ad- 
mirable pillars of one entire stone. 
He had raised also seven pyramids 
for his father, mother, four brothers, 
and himself; a work that was deem- 
ed as complete as any of the kind in 
then do <3; 8182 
This shews the care and zeal of 


77 8 : . 


had 
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Simon for the honour of his family, | shing the mountain, and plyed to it 


and more particularly his respect for 


the memory of Jonathan, who had 
now governed the people in the qua- 


lity both of prince and High-Priest, 
for the space of four years, his bro- 
ther Simon, by the universal suffrage 


and consent of the people, succeeding 


him. N 5 

Simon had gained so great esteem 
and authority among the people, that 
they dated their writings, as well 
private as publick, in such or such a 
year of Simon the governor of the 
Jews, and with this addition, the 
most deserving patron of the nation; 


for under his administration, all 


things succeeded, both in war and 


ace, through the advantages he 


brought to his friends, and the vic- 
— Te obtained over the common 
enemy; destroying the cities of Ga- 
za, Joppa, and Jamnia; laying the 


Citadel of Jerusalem level with the 


ground; and taking it moreover into 
Bis care, in order to prevent the same 


inconveniencies for the time to come. 
In order to this he recommended 


digging up and levelling of the 
mountain that the castle stood upon, 
80 as to leave the temple upon the 
advantage of the hither ground. Up- 
on this case, he called an assembly, 
and laid before them what damage 
they had already suffered from this 
castle, and what inconvenience they 
might reasonably expett from it for 


the time to come, if ever it should fall 


into the hands of a hostile prince. 

This method of reasoning wrought 
so effectually upon the 
they immediately set upon demoli- 


— 


the multitude, that 


and went over to 


s hard, night and day, for there 
| years successively, 


doing duty by - 
turns) that in the oY ee 
ble labour, they brought it under the 
command of the temple. N 
Soon after the taking Demetrius 
Nicanor prisoner, Tryphon secretly 


murdered his pupil Antiochus, the 


son of Alexander, in the fourth year 


of his guardianship, giving it out that 


it was only an unlucky accident in 
| his exercises, that brought him to his 
end. While this rumour was new, 


Tryphon made interest -among. the 


soldiers, through the force of friends 


and money, to dispose them to the 
choice of himself for their next go- 
vernor. They observed that Deme- 


trius was a een the Parthians, 


and Antiochus would never forget 
the deserters of his brother. _ 

By this artifice Tryphon paved his 
way to the crown, nor was much ar- 
gument required to inforce his cause, 


as all the people judged it would 
make their fortunes; so that they 


advanced him to the throne, without 
any farther ceremony. This eleva- 
tion soon discovered the genuine dis- 
position of the tyrant, who immedi- 


ately threw off the mask he had so 


artfully assumed to prosecute his de- 


signs, and shewed himself to be a dis- 
solute wretch in his manners. 


His 
adversaries laid hold of it very much 


to his disadvantage; for the soldiers 


of his tyranny, 
| eopatra the wife 
of Demetrius, who had then shut up 


quickly-grew 17 7 


herself in Seleucia, with her children, 
while Antiochus, (otherwise called 


oer, 


_ 
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Soter, and the brother of Demetrius,) 
went roving up and down from place 
to place. e | 

. . Cleopatra, prompted by the en- 
eouragement of the military men that 
deserted him at the instance and per- 
suasion of friends, and the appre- 


hension she herself had of the Seleu- 


cians giving up the town to Tryphon, 
sent a messenger to Antiochus, with 
a proposal of marriage, and a tender 
of her kingdom to him, as well as her 
person. Antiochus embraced the 
proposal, and upon closing with Cleo- 
patra on those terms, the peo le 
came in to him in such numbers, that 


in a short time he was at the head of 


a considerable army, made war upon 
Tryphon, overcame him in a battle, 
ind beating him out of Syria, pur- 
sued him to Phenice, besetting him 


at last in Dora, a strong and well for- 


tified hold. : 


He sent ambassadors also to Simon 


the High- Priest of the Jews, upon a 
treaty of alliance, who frankly ac- 
cepted of his terms, and soon after 
sent him a supply of provisions and 
monies for the carrying on the siege, 
which was a service at that time $0 
acceptable to Antiochus, thathe look- 
ed upon him as his best friend; but 
Tryphon made his escape out of 
Dora, and fled to Apamia, where the 
town was taken and himself slain, 
after he had held the government 
three years. e OPS | 
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CHAP. V. 


| _ OF THE LATTER. HYRCANUS - SU. 
' - CEEDS TO THE PONTIFICATE. GLO- 
-RIOUS-RESOLUTION OF HIS MOTHER, 


- BY PTOLEMY. HYRCANUS FAITH-. 
FULLY ESPOUSES THE CAUSE OF THE. 
JEWS, MAKES SEVERAL ALLIANCES. 
'IN THEIR FAVOUR. VARIOUS FOR-. 
TUNES OF DIVERS EASTERN PRIN-- 
CE OT It 


A NTIOCHUS being naturally- 
. £ covetous, and consequently 
ungrateful, was so far from acknow- 
ledging the good offices Simon had 


% 
* 


done him, that he sent an army un- 


lay Judea waste, and to seize upon 

his person. This perfidious indig- 
nity put the good old man into such. 

a rage, that forgetting the infirmi- 
ties of his age, he marched immedi- 
ately at the head of an army with 
the resolution of a hero in the prime 

of fene, to engage the enemy; 
sending his son before him with some 
of his choicest troops, and himself 
following with the rest, planting 
- ambushes up and down in his ave- 
- nues, and ordering all things to his: 


| utmost satisfaction. | | 
When Simon had been eight years 
| governor of judea, he was treache- 
' rously murdered; by his son-m-law 


| Ptolemy; upon an invitation 0 an 
entertainment. He had his wife and 


two sons already in custody, and his 
| ruffians 


TREACHERY OF ANTIOCHUS AND Pro- 
LEMY, TOWARD SIMON, WHO 1s 
MURDERED AT THE INSTIGATION 


WHO IS AT LENGTH PUT TO DEATH 


* 
der the command of Cendebeus, to 


1 
i 
| 
| | 
| | 
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ruffians were dispatched abroad to | 


take his third son John, otherwise 


called Hyrcanus, and kill him; but 


the young man having notice of the 
danger, took sanctuary in Jerusalem, 
where the people treated him with the 
utmost affection, partly for the love 
and veneration they had for the me- 
mory of his father, and partly from 
the aversion they had to Ptolemy, 
whom they gt 6 repulsed upon an 
attempt to enter at one gate, be- 
cause they had already received Hyr- 
canus at another. 


Upon this indignity Ptolemy with- 


drew himself to a castle not far from 


Jerico, called Dagen. Hyrcanus at 


the same time entered upon the pon- 
tiſicate, and officiated as successor to 
his father. The first thing he did 
upon his entrance into that solemn 
order, vas to offer up sacrifices and 
praises in due form; which. duty 
E over, he marched to the as- 


7 sault of the fort; where the only dif- 


ficulty he met with, was to support 


the effect of his tenderness for his 
mother and his brethren, whom Pto- 
lemy exposed from the top of the wall, 


lashing and tormenting them in the 
sight of all the people, with menaces 
to cast them headlong from the bat- 
tlements, unless Hyreanus immedi- 
aàtely abandoned the siege. 
Hyreœanus judging at first, that the 


slower he was in his attack, the 


more lenity Ptolemy would shew to 
his relations, paused with himself on 
his future proceedings ; but his mo- 


ther observing him deliberate and 
relent, called out to him aloud, . and 


encouraged him both with. her hand 


and voice, to make a right use of | 
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observing that the more er 


that barbarous spectacle, and with- 


out any regard to her's and her chil- 


dren's sufferings, to do himself and 


his family right, in a just vengeance 
upon the head of that execrable 
monster; for she herself desired no- 


thing more than to expire in torment, 


on condition that that unnatural ty- 
rant might be 
his desert. 


punished according to 


The amazing bravery of this wo- 


man determined Hyrcanus, at all 


events, to pursue his resolution; but 
pressed 


upon the fort, the fiercer Ptolemy was 


in his tortures on his mother. Re- 
sentment and revenge gave way to 


the over-ruling softness of a dutiful 
son; so that through irresolution and 


distraction, the siege was protracted 


till the sabbatical year, (the seventh 


year being a year of rest to the Jews, 


as well as the seventh day;) Ptolemy 


was now delivered from the war and 


the siege; and thereupon putting to 
death the mother and brother of 


Hyrcanus, he withdrew to Zeno, sur- 
named Cotyla, a tyrant who had at 


that time usurped the government 
of Philadelphia. 


Antiochus had not as yet forgotten 


or forgiven the repulses and disgraces 
he had formerly received from Simon 
the father of Hyrcanus; so that he 
made an inroad into Judea in the 


fourth year of his reign, when he 


ravaged the country and drove Hyr- 
canus into the city, dividing his army 
into seven bodies round about it. 


They advanced but slowly at the be- 
ginning, the walls being very strong, 
and the place well defended. 
The camp was for some time dis- 

| tressed 
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religion, he readily granted, and also 


Upon a review of the place, they 


attack principally upon that quarter, 


off all communication. 


their retreaet. 


De FOUR | | 
It was now the time of the feast | 
of tabernacles; and upon this fes- 
tival, these miserable creatures were 


the inhabitants addressed themselves | 
about Judea, and receive garrisons 
into such towns as he should chuse; 


cups of gold and silver, replenished 


tressed for water; but that defect 
was plentifully supplied by a great f 


falk of rain. 


found it most accessible on the north 
side, and therefore carried on their 


FR 
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raising a hundred terrets of three sto- 
ries high, which were well lined with 
soldiers to carry on the siege. They 
had likewise drawn a circumvallation 
of a great length and depth, to cut 
But this did 
not hindern the defendants from mak- 
ing certain sallies, when at any time 
they saw the besiegers off their guard; 
but if they found them in a posture 
to receive them, they would make 


. 


- = * ” — 2 


As there were many unserviceable 
persons, who wasted the provisions, 
Hyrcanus separated those that were 
fit to bear arms from the rest, and 
turned all the useless people out of 
the city; where, between Antiochus 


on the one hand, that stopt them 
from goin 
canus on the other, that would not 


any further, and Hyr-- 
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with precious spices and perfumes ; | 


let them come in, many of the poor 


wretches perished for want of 


admitted into the town; whereupon 


to Antiochus, only to grant a truce 
for seven days, in honour of the so- 
lemnity; which out of a motive of 


sent them magnificent presents for sa- 
crifices; as bulls with gilded horns, | 


manners. But the kin 


Out of A 
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and, in fine, treated them in a man- 
ner much different from that of An- 
tiochus Epiphanes ; who, in affront 
to their religion, -upon the taking of 
the temple, sacrificed hogs upon the 
altar, and prophaned the holy place 
with swines flesh, in a contempt of 
their laws and ceremonies, which 
proved the cause of an irreconcilea- 
ble animosity between them; whereas 
the present Antiochus had the cha- 
racter and surname of Pious given 
him, in honour of the reverence he 
ba 0 $i om 

— Hyrcanus took encouragement up- 
on this instance of the king's justice 
and goodness, to move him by an 
embassy on the Jews behalf, for the 


I liberty only of living one with ano- 
| ther, according to the laws and 


customs of their country. The 
court faction, on the contrary, were 
for having them wholly cut off, as 
an insociable sort of people, that 
would be thought holier and wiser 
than their neighbours, and valued 
themselves upon singularity from the 


rest of the world, in their lives and 


had too 
great a respect to their piety, to put 


them to extremities; so that he sent 


word back to Hyrcanus, that upon 


condition the besieged would deliver 
up their army, undertake for the taxes 
of Joppa, and the rest of the cities 


| he was ready to put an end to the 
. 8 
The Jews agreed to every article, 
but the receiving of the garrisons, 


th 
— 


regard to the scruple 


538 1 
made of intermixing with strangers; 3 


but to be eased of that article, they | 
C . rather to give the King ho- 
Stages for the performances of condi- 
tions, and five hundred talents over 


and abeve, which were accepted; three 


hundred of them being paid down in 

art, and the brother of Hyrcanus 
5 Upon 
the finishing of this treaty, the works | 


coming one of the pledges. 


and the battlements were thrown 


down, the 226 dismantled, and the 


175 raised. ele 


Hyrcanus, Alder thikkj 1 h | 


monument of David to be opened, 
from Whence he took three thousand 
talents for his own use; and furnish- 


ed himself with foreign mercenaries, 


being the first of the nation that ever 


entertained an army of strangers, 
He then entered into a lea ue with 


Antiochns, invited him and his army 


into the city, where he gave them a 
splendid and magnificent reception, 
and followed him afterward with his 


| auxiliaries into the Parthian war; as 


we have it upon the d er of 


"Nicolaus Damacenus. 


Antiochus at length 8 to batile [ 
with Ar/a ſes, king of the Parthians, - 


in which action be lost both his life 
: =_+ his army. 


His brother Ware odebedud | 


to the — om of Syria, being set 
at liberty 
vasion of Antiochus. 


eam of Ai 


tjorkus; marched with his army into 


Syria, at that time ravaged by the 


flames of civil war, and almost de- 


5 serteck by: its inhabitants. 


In six months, with some . 
culty; he took Medaba, Samega, and 


3 
* 


1 n Fay _ 


y Arsaces, e this in- 
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wards Sichem and Garizin, with the 
land of the Chuthites, where the 
temple stood, that with Alexander's 


permission, was built aſter the mo- 
del of that at Jerusalem by Sanballat, 
one of his governors, to 
son- in-law Manasses, the brother of 


ratify his 


the High- Priest Jaddus, which tem- 
ple was destroyed about two hundred 
— after. 

-Hyrcanus also took ee places 
in Idumea, as Adora and Marissa; 


and at last, when he had subdued the 
whole province, made proclamation 


for all people to depart the land 


that would not submit to be circum- 
eised. 


So rather than quit their 
country, they not only complyed in 


the point of circumcision, but also to 
all th 


other rites and ceremonies of i 
K Jews. . 

Hyrcanus, che a nt being 
now about to renew a league with 
the Romans, sent his ambassadors to 


the senate, with letters upon that 


subject. These letters being read 


and debated, an alliance was con- 


cluded Upon” the fon ein condi- 


8 the fon of Marcus — 


called a ſenate in the Field of Mars, 
on the eighi day of the Ides of Fe- 
bruary; preſent Manlius, and Caius 


Semporinus, upon the buſineſs of the 
embaſſy of —. — Apollontus,. and 
Diodorus, perſons of honour and pro- 
bity, and deputed by the nation of the 


Jeros to = u an alliance, and 


other public u TE with the fenate 


of Rome. 
* Whereupon it auas cagreed that: Job- 
pa, and the ä of Gazara with the 


Faun, 


— att ; 
r 


. 
fountains, and other places that had. 
been talen away by Antiochus con- 


trary to a decree of the ſenate, ſhould . 
be all reſtored, and the king's ſoldiers 


not permitted to paſs through either 
that, or any other part of the Roman 
territory, without leave. 
Nat whatever had been ane 
Antiochus in the late war, ſhould be 


x declared void, and commiſſioners ap- 


pointed to take an ęſtimate / what the 
 +Heople had ſuffered in tei lands and 
goods by his depredations; and to fee 
reparation. made for. all loſſes. | 

Upon these conditions, the senate 


was pleased to accept of the propo- 


sals, that were presented them by 
these honourable persons, in the 
name of their good friends and allies, 
the people of the Jẽůu'wWs 
Fanius had orders likewise to fur- 


nish the ambassadors with money to 
defray their charges back, out of the 
public stock; this he accordingly did, 
with recommendatory letters, to all 

overnors and officers in their way, 
Fo the convenience and security of 
their Passage 15 hho 
Ihe success of Hyrcanus did not 
fail to excite the envy of Demetrius, 
who would willingly have come to an 
open rupture with him, could he have 
formed a proper alliance; but the 
Syrians, and his on soldiers, hated 
him to that degree, for his lewdness, 
that they Joined in a confederacy 


against him, requesting of Ptolemy, ' 


king of Egypt, to send them some 
branch of Seleucus's family, and they 
Upon this application, Ptolem 

sent them one Alexander, surnamed 


Zebina, with a considerable body of 


* 
/ 
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F 


IE" IX 


ox THE HOLY BIBLE. We... 


men. An engagement ensued, and 


Demetrius being routed, he fled to 
his wife Cleopatra, who was then at 
Ptolemais, for protection; but the 
gates being shut against him, he fled 

to Tyre, where he fell into the hands 
of his enemies, who kept him a 
while in anguish; and then put him 


5 


VVV 
Alexander Zebina, being now pos- 


sessed of the kingdom of Syria, en- 
tered into a league with Hyrcanus 


the High-Priest who was engaged 


some time after in a war with An- 


tiochus Gryphus, the son of Deme- 
trius. It came to a battle, and 
Alexander was slain in the engage- 
ment. | SEW * {MM 


Antiochus by this means came to 


be king of Syria; but durst not as 
yet make any attempt on the Jews, 
for he heard that Antiochus Cyzice- 
nus was at that time levying an army 
against him in the town of Cyzicus. 


Wherefore, without attempting any 
thing against the Jews, he thought 


it most adviseable to keep himself up- 


on his guard against his brother, who 
was called Cyz:icenus, from the name 
of the place where he received his 


education. . 


Upon the coming of Antiochus Cy- 
zicenus into Syria, the brethren were 


perpetually at war, and Hyrcanus 
consequently in possession of a pro- 
found peace; for, after the slaughter 
of Antiochus, he fell off from the 
Macedonians, and had no mere con- 


| cern with them, either as an ally, or 


in the days of Alexander Zebina, 


affairs prospered with Hyrcanus ac- 
cording to his utmost desire, and also 
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ravaged the country, on one hand, 


and his brother had-no relief out of. 
Egypt on the other, he left them to 

themselves to harass one another, 
Which tended ultimately to the es- 
; 3 of uy EY 


IS AFFLICTED BY A*DREADFUL FA- 


MINE. VARIOUS FORTUNES OF HYR- 
' © CANUS AND ANTIOCHUS, WHO WAGE 


WAR AGAINST EACH OTHER.” DEATH 
Of ANTIOCHUS.. DESTRUCTION OF 
_ SAMARIA. 'HYRCANUS ESPOUSES THE 


PART OF THE SECT OF SADDUCES. . 
PAYS THE DEBT. OF NATURE; 18 SC 
CEEDED BY * ANTIOCHUS, - WHO 


© CHANGES. THE JEWISH ., GOVERN- 
- MENT, AND EVINCES A VERY PER. 
"VERSE AND IMpTOUS DISPOSITION. 


| 18 CHASTISED BY A VERY SORE | 
- JUDGMENT-/; AND, | BEFORE HIS | 
DEATH,  CONFESSES HIS ee 


6 TOUS ; CONDUCT. | 


% 


* 


army to the strong city of Samaria; 


subjected to the king of Syria, that 
resol ved to attack the place with all 


his vi 


2 


1 


* 


| 


in the reign of der two brothers: for 

- while they were harassing one ano- 
ter, he enjoyed the revenues of Ju- 
dea, whereby he amassed an inesti- 
mable treasure ; for while Cyzicenus, 


surrounded the town with a large 
ditch, and a double wall of eighty 


furlon s com pass, and gave the con- 
duct of the siege to his sons is HY 


nus and Ar iRobulus, who carried it 
on with such vigour, and kept them 
in so close, that they were forced to 
the extremity of eating carrion: 0 
that in the end They implored the as- 


sistance of Antiochus Cyzicenus, who 


„ loss. 
| #encans in rss SAMARIA, wen 


* 


came immediately; but bein "g routed 


by Aristobulus, and pursued by him 
and his brother, as far as Scythopo- 
lis, he escaped with dose fable 


The brethren; after this * re- 
wines; and forced the people into 
the town again, renewed the siege, 
which produced a repeated applica- 
tion to the same Antiochus for suc- 
cour; who prevailed with Ptolemy 
Lathurus for six thousand men; but 
che assistance was granted 80 much 
ainst his "mother's approbation, 
that it had well nigh caubed the 1065 5 
of his kingdom. 
With this band of Sybase, An- 
ioc at first ravaged the country of 
Hyrcanus; who was not at that time 
in a condition to sustain his inroads. 
His design was, by this diversion, 


2613 ; T oy draw him from the stiege; but 
TYRCANUS, te OT cir- 1 
1 cumstances marched with an 


through surprizes, desertions, and 
other casualties, he found his party 


Pg in a short time so weakened that he 
being so irritated against them by the 

ündlignities they had put upon the 
' .people-of Marissa, ob. were inhabi- 
duns and allies. of Judea, thoug 


committed the charge of the'Jewish 
war to Callimunder and Eprerates, 
and went off from thence himself t to 


Tripoli. 


8 after this; uch more 


bravery than diseretion, ventured 
igour. upon a rash encounter, where his 
Lt he sining down before o he | — were — cut off, and 


| himself 
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himself slain. Epicrates, at the same 
time treacherously betrayed Seytho- 


polis, and several other neighbourin g 
towns, to the Jews, that there was no 


possibility of relieving the place. 
Hyrœanus had been a full year be- 
fore Samaria when he took it; nor 
was he content with reducing the 
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city, without raizing the founda- 


tions; for he not only made it a heap 


of rubbish, but drew several trenches 


of water through it, which so dis- 


5 figured the face of every thing, that 


there was not the least mark left of 
adding, 75 Re 2 Zou 
I The Jews prospered at this yunc- 
ture, not only at Jerusalem, but at 


Alexandria also, and the rest of ; 
| | frrends, that a man of your own 


Egypt, Cyprus, &c. For the queen 


Cleopatra, upon a difference with her 
son Ptolemy Lathur, committed the 


command of her troops to Chelcias 
and Ananias, the sons of that Onias 
who ereQed a temple in the territory 


of Heliopolis, after the platform of 


that of Jerusalem.- 5} 7 4 1 0 
These two persons were the queen's 
directors in al she did, according to 
the testimony of Strabo the Cappi- 
docian, who writes, to the following 
RE? HI en 8 
Mat many of thoſe that either came 
formerly with them to 
ent thither afterwara b | 
immediately quitted the queen's inter. 


e, and went over to Ptolemy; only. 
he Tow that were of Onas's party, 
of A reverence they 


the 

Nood form, out 
| patd the 3 for the ręſpect ſhe 
 fhewed to CMelctas and Anantas, their 

friends and countimen. 

The success of Hyrcanus drew up- 


on him the envy of the Jews, and es- 
. - 4 # - 0 J a 
on envy of the Jews, S= 
ö > £L f% FF =» s : 5 1 4 A . ; ; ; 
8 * 4 W 3 
N + 80 | 2 : ; 
» p ar” 
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hrus, or were 
by Cleopatra, 


8 


| younfelf wit 


EIT 
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541 
pecially the Pharisees, who retained 
no extraordinary esteem for him be- 
fore. The authority of that faction, 
was so sacred among the common 
people, that let them treat their king 
or their High- Priest, with the utmost 
indignity, the multitude would ap- 
prove their proceedings. 
Hyrcanus, | however, having been 
trained up in that school, and looked 
upon as a person much in their fa- 
vour, took occasion to invite them to 
an entertainment, where he treated 
them with all possible respect. As 
soon as their spirits were raised by 
ood cheer, he addressed them in the 
ollowing manner 
need not tell you my worthy 


> 


principles defireth nothing more than 
to. r. hamfelf acceptable to God, 
and guſt to his nerghbour, which is 


| #ut according to your own dodlrine: 


but +f you ſhail find, that I have in 
any thing departed from my duty, as 
16 25 your part to admoniſh and in- 
ſtruct me, I ſhall account it mine to 
amend and reform 
This candid address was received 
with such applause, that Hyrcanus 
did not a little value himself upon 
the reputation he acquired thereby. 
After a short pause, Eleazar, one 
of the guests, a malicious man, stood 
up, and thus addressed himself to 
| Hyrcanus: CCC 
Since vou are ple ed 0 profeſs 
your ſelf ſo great a e Re — 
plain dealing, be ſ juſt alſo as to (ay 

down your 3 and content 
Hour dee 


on at5f7 03 Ane ie 


* 3 
* + * 4 
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of this proposal, he replyed, Becauſe 
we have been told by our Elders, that | 
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en the days o/ ae Epephanes, ; 


your mother was d flave. 

The report was false, and 0 wurd 
the more offensive, as well to the 
Pharisees, as to Hyreanus himself. 
There happened to be in the eom- 


pany, one Jonathan, Hyrcanus' s par. 


ticular friend, but a Sadducee, and 


eonsequently a mortal enemy to the 
Pharisees. 


chat the Pharisees were privy to it; 
adding, that the same would appear, 
if Hyreanus would refer to them what 


punishment they thought a man 


might deser ve for 80 a a YE 


famation. 
FHyreanus put the question; to uy 


| has they stood affected; and whe- 
ther or not they were privy to the 


affront. Their answer was (being 
men generally inclined to merey in 


such cases) that they did not find de- 
famation to be a capital crime, and 


He insisted that the ca- 
lumny of Eleazar was concerted, and 


therefore deemed whipping and im- 
Een might serve e for Satisfac- 


tion. 3 9 

This method of e compromising the 
er put Hyrcanus into a violent 
passion, and gave him to understand, 
that they had every one of them part 


in this infamous reflection upon his 


family. Jonathan, in this heat, em 


bittered "ac against the Pharisees to 


such a degree, that he absolutely re- 
nounced the sect, and went over to 
the Sadducees; abrogating all their 
ordinances and constitutions, with 


a 2 upon thote who should 


resume to observe them. This was 


it that N and hit sons ; 


=; 1 % 2 | | 2 


* 


1 


8 


natural was his cruelty, 


two eldest sons should not long 


quite out of credit. with the com- 
mon people, as it will be seen here. 
after. „ 1 | 

The dhe of Hyrcanns! 8; = 


[ affor the quelling this sedition, was 


spent in peace, and he died in the year 
of his government thirty-one, - - 

He left behind him five sons, and 
God was pleased to honour him with 
three eminent dignities; the civil go- 
vernment of the Jews, the ptiesthood, 
and the spirit of- prophecy; foretel- | 
ling, by a divine revelation, that his 
en- 
joy the government after the death 
of their father, and i its e in 


N Frey event. 1 


On Hy reanus's. e ng eldest 8 


son e formed a resolution 
of new modelling the government, | 


and changing the principality 1 into an 
absolute monarchy, setting the crown 
accordingly upon his $72, 335-3 "This - - 
happened: four bundred/and-eighty- 
one years and three months after the 
return of the govs from the Captivity 2 
of Babylon. | 
He had so great a gad for, An- 
| tigonus, his next brother, that he as- 


| Sociated him as a kind of a partner 


with him in the government. The 
other three he kept in prison, toge- 


ther with his mother, whom he look- 


ed upon as a rival, upon a Pretence, 
that his father had left her at his 
death in possession of all he could 
confer upon her. So horrid and un- 
that 
starved his mother to death, and 
afterward, put his beloved brother 5 
to death, only upon wicked suggesti- 


ons of malicious tongues. 


25 8 — e no effect 
8 


- | | Saying . 8 5 AS LSE "I SE ISVS , 
This was not a behaviour that be. 
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upon him at first, through the pre» 


valence of his affection for Antigonus, 


and a persuasion that they were che 


dictates of malice and envy; but 


happening to return from the army, 


on a certain occasion, in great pomp, _ 


just upon the solemnity of the feast 


of tabernacles, Aristobulus at the 


same time lying sick, his brother 


guards about him mim great Splen-+ 


dor, upon the business of religious 


Worship, in order to offer up his pray- 
ers and vows for the health of his 
Dee t anif us 


2 # N 


a 2. 3 4 1 by og. ae. 2 . W 
The fame of. Antigonus and the 


magnificence of his retinue, furnish-- 


ed matter for a faction of sycophants 


and court parasites to work upon; 
so they went immediately to the king, 
most virulent calumnies, 


with all the 


came the condition o a private man, 
but rather a moſt notorious evidence 
F a. defign. upon the crown; anti- 


mating that the guards he had then. 
about him, would in a ſhort time pro- 
cel, from this inuaſton 1 0s roy 


might obtain the whole. - . 
Aͤristobulus was so divided 
the fear of being too secure, or too 
eredulous, that though he could not 
believe every thing that they told him, 
et at the same time, suspected that 


at part of the government, when he 


it was founded on some just ground; 
| and ther efore resolved to provide for 
his safety, without giving any proof | 


: 
; 


of jealousy. „„ Ys 
In his apartment in the tower, 


E 


| alty, to 4 violence upon. ts: perſon b 4 
nor would he be ſo impolitic as to flop. 


2 K 'I 
between 


* 
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should kill him. 


|. conspirators, tampered with the mes- 
| senger, and bade him tell Antigonus 
1 4 | 5 

on the contrary, that his brother had 


5 „ 
since known by the name of Antonia, 
he posted a guard in a dark place 
under-ground, with particular or- 
ders, that they should watch his bro- 
ther in his passage, and that if he came 
without arms, he should pass unmo- 
lested; but if he came armed they 


5 anne 
Aristobulus then sent for his bro- 
ther to come to him, charging the 
messenger to bid him come unarmed; _ 
but the queen, and the rest of the 


heard of a very elegant suit of armour 
he had, and that he was desirous of 
seeing how it became him. As he 
depended upon the good faith of his 
brother, and suspected no treachery, 
he went immediately armed, just as 
the messenger found him. Upon his 
coming to the tower of Straton, the 
soldiers fell upon him in a dark pas- 
Vage ander him 8 
This disaster may suffice to she 
the force of envy and slander; and 
ho the very best dispositions may be 
corrupted by those temptations. 
But the most extraordinary cir- 
cumstance was the prediction of one 
Judas, a famous prophet of those 
times. This Judas,\. upon the sight 
of Antigonus coming to the tem- 
ple, broke out into exclamations 
among his Disciples, that he was 
now Weary of his life; for that Anti- 
gonus, whose death he had presaged --. 
upon that very day at Stratons 
tower, was yet alive; the place six 
hundred furlangs off, and the day 
more than half spent; so that he had 


utterly lost the credit of a prophet 
ob I TOES 


* 
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for ever. While be was'in this p per- 


"es the news arrived of Antigo- 


nus's 
passage under the tower * 


eing slain in a SUDLETTANEan 


The conscious guilt of being ac- ö 
cessary to his brother's death, inflam- 


ed his distemper to that degree, that 
it brought on a vomiting of blood; 
and as one of his servants was carr 


ing part of it away in a bason, 0 


8tumbled/ upon the way, and spilt it 
upon the FORE: blood of his masters 
brother. 1 

This neciterit cated Naeh an out · 
cry, that Aristobulus overhearing it, 
could not rest till they told him the 


meaning of it; and the more unwil- 
ng they were of owning the truth, 
the more eager was he to know it, as 


men are naturally more curious in 


"i 


such cases. At length, through im- 


ortunity and menace, he extorted 
it from them, and in the horrors of 


conscience thus ex postulated with ; 


ans and tears: 


5 | 
Fr "The all-ſeeing- eye of God: hath 


aus me out in my wickedneſs, and 
Brot ters blood hath already 


brought down a vengeance upon me. 
Ho long all this /h 


-the aſhes © 
ther / Wh 74 I not rather die once 
or all; than bleed to death thus 4 


Et as tf my ſufferings could 
n 


ement for the guilt of par- 
 Ticide# He had no sooner uttered | 


these words than he gave up the 
* OY goveriied e one 


. was called 0 8 as el as that 
We 3 known * 


4 n 
* - . It LF * 5 - 3 6 1 * % *. 
- hs ” 


= 


ameleſs carcaſe 1 


maintain a liſe ſo juſtly forfeited to | hip! 
my dear mother and bro- | © 


year, under the surname Mete 7 
that is to A a lover of the 
Geeks. 

He gained many 1 to 
his country; made way upon Itu- 
rea, and joined a considerable part 
of it to the territory of Judea, 'forc- 
ing the people, upon pain of ba- 
| nishment, to submit to/circumctision, 
and live in a conformity to the 
other rites and 8 of — 4 
* 8 < | 

He was. aye: ie 5 
person of modesty and justice, as 
Strabo vouches for 8 in these 
words: oy 
He was a righteous man, Eons in 
many reſpects a friend to the Jews ; 
for he enlarged their juriſdiction 
annexing to it Iturea, uniting t 
| people alſo into one common wn Oy. 
Arenen, 1 | 


F 
right again. 
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| SALOME RELEASES THE BROTHERS" Te. - 


 PRISONED BY ARISTOBULUS, AND ] 


PLACES TIE 'ELDER UPON THE 
THRONE; WHO PUTS ONE Or HIS 
BROTHERS TO DEATH. ' DIVERS CON- 
TESTS BETWEEN ALEXANDER AND 
PTOLEMY WITH VARIOUS SUCCESS. 


aa 
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...CLEOPATRA | ESPOUSES . THE | CAUSE . 


7 © 1 85 THE HOLY BIBLE, 
ö . 151 1 tower of Stratom im aue hand- "ao 
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or THE EWS, WITH GREAT sud. 


CkEsS, AND AFTER. THE DEATH OF 


- PTOLEMY,,,\ENTERS. INTO AN All. 
INE WITH ALEXANDER. 


MASSACRE BY THE JEWS. ALEX. 


FALLS. IN AN "AMBUSH. A REBEL. 


| „ TO THE JEWS.” 


otherwise called 4 


moderate of three, 

Alexander, therefore upon che 
death of Aristobulus, entered upon 
the administration; and taking off 
one of the brothers chat would have 

| supplanted him, provided for the 


other f in 7 he tumble state of a bee | 


life.” 
| [A's soon as he bad settled the state, 
| *. marched: with an army to Ptole- 
mais, where he encountered a body 
of the enemy in the field; beat them 


335 into the town, and then shut them 


up in it. There was only this place 
and Gaza, of all the sea-eoast towns 


that stood out, besides Dora, and the [ 


„ 


1 had been driven out of his kin 


ANDER, AFTER VARIOUS FORTUNES ö 


LION ENSUES THAT PROVED VERY "1 


FER the death bf Aritobutus, donians, and other people in those 
bis wife Salome, (by the Greeks | 
called Alexandria) set the brothers | 
at liberty, whom her husband had 
made prisoners, and pe Janneus, 
ander, upon 
the throne; the eldest, and the most 
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Zotlus. „ * 

As for 58 bot, and 
his brother AntiochasCyzicenus, my 
were so engaged in a war one with 
another, that there was no hope of 
any relief to the people of once 


| from them. 


The besieged, in fine, pad no pro- 8 
of elde but from Egypt, and 


: ps from Ptolemy Lathur, who 


Om 
Was 


by his mother mat Car ke an 


they sent Ambassadors to —— 5 
desire his aid against Alexander; not 
doubting, but that as soon as he should 
set foot in Syria, the people of Gaza, 
and Ptolemais would all declare in his 
fa vour; beside that, Zoilus, the Si- 
parts would certainly join him. 
The king was so elevated with these 
assurances, that he set his people im- 
mediately upon equipping of a fleet 
for the expedition: but while they 
were thus employed, one Demetrius, 
a person of great credit with the citi- 
zens of Ptolemais, brought the - 
ple, to a better understanding o the 
matter, by reasoning with them out 
it after this manner: 1 01 
The important point is this, 2 
ther you had not better ſtand to tie 


fate of the war you are engaged in 


with he Fews, and venture an un- 
certain 3//ue' of it, than by calling in 


and delivering yourfetves up to the 
1 hrotection of a + frog wer, zncur 
a certain not only Ber 


como involved ! Fed 4 — * but 


run the riſque of a more dangerous 


ee that threatens Dn from 
6 Z Fut: : 


Aa 
-FY 


— 


This remonstrance dissuaded them 
from their design of the embassy, and 
Ptolemy was informed of the same 
upon his passage; however, since he | of judea. 
Vas in motion, he continued his course | 
to Sycamin, where he landed an army 
of about thirty thousand horse and 
Foot; marched thence. to Ptolemais, 
with an intent to send an embassy to 
the city; but when he found that they 
would neither regard his message, nor 
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e bach, before he ts Y eady;/ OY ub 1; 
driven out of Cyprus. 
© Befides; if Ptolemy 


personal application, it greatly per- 


plexed him, and while he was involv- 
ed in this dilemma, Zoilus and some Ter” Gerwys fic 
After the taking of Asochis, Pto- 
plore his assistance against the ſews 
and Alexander, that were making 


deputies from Gaza arrived, to im- 


havock in their country. 


Alexander, upon this, was forced 
to raise the siege: and when he 
found that nothing was to be effected 
by force, he had recourse to stra- 
tagem. He privately treated with 
Cleopatra against Ptolemy, and at the 
same time kept fair with Ptolemy, 
under the countenance of a friend 


and an ally; proposing to give him 


four hundred talents of silver, upon 
condition of delivering up the usur- 


o * | * % 
per Zoilus into his hands, and restor- 
* 3 n > £ Fo 13 - - by 25 4 : 17 % 7 4 4 % 4% 
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Egypt; for you cannot think that 
Cleopatra will remain inachive and 
es Ptolemy form his troops; the 
wueen will: rather get beforehand | 
with nim, and have a potent army at 


PIECE of 


had in possess1on... 


not very desirous of engaging, 


ing to the Jews their lands which he 

Piolemy, without hevitation, em- 
braced the friendship of Alexander, 
and seized upon Zoilus; but being 


informed, that there was an intrigue 


befides: the hazard | he TURNS of being ; 


ſhould fail in 
N ign, and be forced hack to Cy- | 
P 


carried on between Alexander and 
Cleopatra, he looked upon the league 
as violated, and laid siege to Ptole- 
mais, where the gates were shut 
against him. Upon this he divided 
his army, leaving one part of it be- 
fore the town to carry on the siege, 
and marching off with the remainder 
of it himself, to destroy the country 
Alexander, on the other hand, to 
recounter this design of Ptolemy le- 
vied a formidable army of his own 
people; and advanced with it against 
the enemy. Ptolemy, in the mean 
time taking the advantage of a sab- 
bath day, fell upon Asochis, a city of 
Galilee, and took it by. assault with 
about ten thousand prisoners, and a 
vast booty... ys 1; 
lemy attacked Sepphoris, an adjacent 
place, where he was repulsed witha 


considerable loss, and from thence 


marched directly to hazard an en- 
gagement with Alexander, whom he 
found near the river Jordan, and 
encamped over- against the enemy. 
Alexander had in his van eight thou- 
sand of those they call Hacatonto- 
machi, armed with brazen bucklers, 
and Ptolemy's men in the front had 
the same sort of shields; but the 
generality of his people not being so 
well armed as their adversanes, were 
till 
one 


| ke n 1 
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one Phaloſtephanus, a gallant and ex- 
perienced officer who had the con- 
duct of them, led them on and en- 
couraged them to sustain the encoun- 
ter. The first word of command 
was to pass the river that parted the 
two armies; which Alexander did 


not oppose, in confidence of obtain - 


ing the victory, if he could but en- 
gage the enemy with the river be- 
hind them to cut off their retreat. 
When it came to the point, the for- 


tune of the battle was doubtful, and 


it was maintained with great loss on 
both sides, for some time; when one 


of Ptolemy's divisions giving way, 


the victory seemed to incline to Alex- 
ander: but Phylostephanus coming up 
to their relief with a seasonable re- 


inforcement, that wing of the Jews 


was overpowered by numbers, and 
broken; and no succour appearing, 
they were forced to flight, and the 
whole field followed their example; 
Ptolemy's men pursuing them with 
great Slaughter, {+ & 2a bh 
According to some historians, Al- 
exander lost in this battle and pur- 
suit no less than fifty thousand men. 
After this bloody victory, Ptolemy, 
in the evening, went into some of 
the Jews villages and habitations, and 
finding them crowded with women 
and children, ordered his soldiers to 
cut their throats, promiscuously, and 
hew them into quarters, and boil 


them, as a terror to those that es- 


caped from the battle, when they 


should find themselves fallen into 


the hands of an enemy that lived up- 
,, fs ol orgy 
.. Cleopatra, alarmed at the growing 
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Gaza, and laid waste the land of 
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power of her son, who had reduced | pression of a common enemy. 
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Judea, thought it necessary to curb 
his ambition, especially as he was 


come to the gates of Egypt, with a 


design upon the kingdom, There- 
fore she mustered, without delay, her 
utmost forces, naval and military, 
constituting Chelcias and Ananias, 
two Jews, generals. 


She sent the greatest part of her 


treasure, with her grand- children, 


and her last will and testament into 
the isle of Coas, and ordered her 
son Alexander with a powerful army 
into Phenice, to keep that province 
in obedience, while she herself went 


to Ptolemais; and being refused ad- 


mittance, ordered an assault to be 
made upon the town, Ptolemy, upon 
this, quitted Syria, and hastened a- 
way into Egypt, flattering himself, 
that his unexpected arrival in the 
queen's absence would tend to his 


success; but Cleopatra was prepared 


for him, though she had the misfor- 
tune at this time to lose Chelcias, one 
of her generals, as he was in the pur- 
suit of Ptolemy in Celo-Syria. 
Upon Ptolemy's miscarriage in this 
attempt upon Egypt, the queen sent 
a strong detachment after him, that 
drove him quite out of his country, 
a second time, and forced him to 
take up his winter- quarters in Gaza. 
She herself in the mean time, taking 
the city and garrison of Ptolemais by 
assault, where complimentary ho- 
nours mutually passed between the 
queen and Alexander, and Cleopatra 


was particularly saluted for her gene- 


rous assistance of an unfortunate 
prince under the persecution and op- 


Some 
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to Egypt, so that Alexander took this 


occasion of revenging himself upon 
the people of Gaza, for calling in Pto- 
lemy to theirsuccour against him, laid 


Some of the queen's friends per- 
-Suaded her to pursue different mea - 
sures, suggesting to her, the expedi- 
ency of availing herself of this op- 
Portunity to seize Alexander, as it 
was highly impolitic to leave such a 
number of Jews under the command 


of one man. But Ananias loudly 
exclaimed against the unreasonable- 


ness of such a proceeding, as highly 
injurious to all the ties of hospita- 
lity and common faith; especially 
to a friend and a kinsman, under $0 


sacred a trust; alledging moreover, 


that one such act of injustice would 
turn against her the hearts of all ho- 
nest Jews upon the face of the earth. 
The queen was so well pleased with 


the honest simplieity of Ananias, that 
dhe did not only treat Alexander with 


lenity, but renewed a league of friend- 
chip with him, at Seythopolis, a city 
of Celo-Syria. ES} 
No 800ner was Alexander free from 
the power of Ptolemy, than he under- 
took an expedition into Celo-Syria; 
where, after a siege of ten months, 


he took Gadara, and after that, Ama- 


thas the strongest fort upon the river 
Jordan, and the place where Theodo- 
rus the son of Z oon, in an outrage of 
revenge, fell upon the Jews by sur- 


prize, cut off ten thousand of their 


men, and took Alexander's baggage: 
but this unexpected disaster did not 


divert the king from his design upon | 


Raphia, a sea. coast town, and Anthe- 
don, which was afterwards by Herod, 


reduced by forme. 
Ptolemy had by this time left Gaza, 
and betaken himself into Cyprus, his 


mother Cleopatra also being returned | 


| enemy. 


ty, and delivered up the city to A 
ander. This prinee, upon his first 
entrance, behaved himself with mo- 
 deration, but this disposition did not 
long prevail, for son after he per- 


Siege to the town, and at the same 


time ravaged their country. 


While Alexander was bafore the | 


place, Apollodotus their commander 


made a resolute sally in the night 
with two thousand mercenaries, and 
ten thousand of the citizens well ar- 
med upon the camp of the Jews; and 
as long as it was dark, the besiegers 
had success, upon an apprehension 


of Ptolemy's being come up with re- 


lief, but no soouer did the day break 


than the Jews rallied, and so furiously 
charged the garrison, that they de- 
stroyed a, thousand of their men; 
but the courage of these people was 
proof sill against all the difficulties 


of number, force, nay, famine itself; 


being resolved rather to abide all ex- 


tremities, than shrink, or yield to an 
And as a further encouragement, | 
they were animated by Aretas an Ara- 


bian king, with the promise of a time- 


ly succour. But all this availed no- 
thing, for before any supply could be 
brought, Apollodotus was killed, and 
the town taken. This Apollodotus 
was murdered by Lysimachus, his 
own brother, from an ignoble motive 

of envy for the e e he had 
gained among the people. 
4 After the Ea, he assembled = 64 | 
ex- 


mitted his soldiers to kill, burn, and 
e 55 destroy 
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destroy at pleasure. This licence 
they extended to an absolute massa- 
cre, though it cost them dear enough; 


for there died as many of che Jen 


as of the townsmen. 
Some, to anticipate che fury of 
the enemy, set fire to their own 


houses, others laid violent hands up- 


on their very wives and children, 
chusing rather to have them tis free, 
than hve Slaves. 

The magistracy happened to he in 
council, when these barbarous troops 
came into the city, and the senators, 


to the number of five hundred, fled 


immediately to the temple of Apollo 
for sanctuary; but they were all 
slaughtered to a man, the town sacked 
and levelled; and Alexander, after 
a year spent before it, en to 
Jerusalem. 

While Antiochus Cyzicenus, was 
in possession of the government of 
Syria, there was another Antiochus, 
the brother of Seleucus, who made 
war upon him, wherein he lost his 


life and his army; after which his | 


brother Philip took the crown to 
himself, and governed part of Syria. 


Ptolemy Lathur, upon this sent for 
his fourth brother Demetrius Eucerus, 
to Gnidus, whom he constituted king 


of Damascus. Antiochus for the time 
he lived, made a stout resistance 


against his brothers; but being called 
soon after to the assistance of Lao- 
ueen of the Galadenes, 
who was then at war with the Par- 
thians, he was slain in the field with 
his sword in his hand, behavin him 

7 reso- 


| 1 8 the 


self like a man of honour an 


* Jution ; and after bis death the go- 
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meet him. 
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vernment of Syria descended to his 
two brothers, Philip and Demetrius. 

About this time there broke out a 
rebellion; which continued six years, 
and cost the Jews no less than fifty 
thousand lives. - iy 

The king was weary of the war, 
ought for a reconciliation, but could 


not effect it: and such was the aver- 


sion of the people to his government, 
that when bs enquired of them what | 
he should do to appease them, they 
unanimously desired him to- cut his 
own- throat; and thereupon invited ; 
Demetreus en to e aid. | 
18 


CHAP. vin. 


VARIOUS CONTESTS BETWEEN DEME- | 
TRIUS AND ALEXANDER. HORRIBLE / 


_ INSTANCE, OF CRUELTY JIN. THE LAT. 


TER. DEATH OF DEMETRIUS AND. 
"ALEXANDER. LAMENTATION . OF 


” HIS QUEEN. STATE OF JUDEA UNDER 


HER GOVERNMENT. SECT OF THE 
PHARISEES RULE IN HER NAME. PI- 
VERS TRANSACTIONS BETWEEN 


ALEXANDRA AND OTHER PERSON S. 
- ARISTOBULUS, 
- VOURS TO SUPPLANT ' HER. HER 


HER SON, ENDEA- 


DEATH AND CHARACTER. | 
DeEnetrin 8 in conjunc- | 
tion with those who invited him, 


marched: to their assistance with an 


army of three thousand horse, and 
forty thousand foot, and encamped 
near Sichem, where Alexander, with 


about six thousand and two hundred 
foreign mercenaries, and twenty thou- 


sand of his own 3 went out to 
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The erer drawn up, a 
5 


bloody battle ensued, in which De- 


-metrius obtained the victory, so that 


mountains for refuge; where, by a 


strange turn of compassion for his 
misfortune, six thousand Jews came 


up and joined him. 
Demetrius, 


their ground, and carried on the war 


against Alexander, by dint of their 


dn resolution and credit; notwith- 
standing they were perpetually baf- 
Med and cut to pieces whenever they 
engaged. e e 2” bs 


They were compelled at length 


with the best of their men to betake 
themselves to Bethama for protection, 


where Alexander shut them up; and 


taking the town, carried the people 
prisoners to Jerusalem, where he com- 
mitted 
ä 
As he 


pany with the spectacle of hanging 
Seht hundred Jews, with N 
and children and cutting the throats 
_ of each other while living. 


Tuhis barbarity rendered Alexan- 
dier 80 detestable, that the Jews gave 
pellation of Thracidas.“ 
There were about eight thousand of 
by night, and 
spent their days afterward in a kind 

of banishment, during his hfe. - 


bim the ap 
the army that escaped 
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„Because the Thracians were remarkable cruel 


n blond) in their natural dispoxitions, as appyars from | 


alarmed at this sudden 
reinforcement; | withdrew his army 
and retired; but the Jevs maintained f 


the most excreable barbari- 


was ſeasting with his con- 
cubines, in a turret that commanded 
à large prospect, he made it part of 


his entertainment, to treat his com- 


* 


. 
3 
J 


without one friend m the world, abd 


Demetrius being advanced to Be. 
rea, and laid siege to that place, was so 


powerfully opposed, that he was com- 


pelled te surrender, and afterward 


sent to Mithridates, the king of Par- 
thia, who treated him with great re- 
speR, till the time of his death, which 
happened shortly after his late defeat. 


Alex ander addicted himself toward 
the end of his * to intemperance 


and debauchery of every kind, which 


brought on a quartan ague that con- 


tinued three years; but at the same 
time he attended to the business of 


state, insomuch that through the 


pressure of his disorder, and the fa- 
tigue of government, he expired at 
the close of that term, upon the front- 
iers of the garrisons, at the siege of 


the castle of Ragaba, on the farther 


side of the river Jordan. 


When queen Alexandra found him 


reduced to the last extremety, she la- 
mented the fate of herself and chil- 


dren in terms to this effect: | 


Alas! my dear Lord; what will 
become of your wife and children 
left exposed to your mortal ene- 
mies . 455 r bs : T 
Alexander, in consequence of this 
lamentation, thus advised her: 


IH you would be safe and happy 
when Jam dead, and quietly succeed 


to the government, follow my coun- 


In the first place, keep my death 
concealed from the soldiers, till the 
eastle is taken, and then triumphantly 
go to Jerusalem with the news of it. 


* „ 
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Make your court to the Pharisees; 


for your character will rise or fall, ac. 


cording to their opinion of vou. I 
speak this by experience; for it has 


been my moroseness toward that set, 


that has turned the hearts of the 
_ wholenation against me. 


for some of the leading men of that 
sect, and lay before them, that out of 
the reverence you have for their ge- 


nerosity, piety, and justiee, you do 
to be dis- 


nov deliver up the body 
posed of as to their wisdom shall 


seem meet; assuring them that you 


shall ever resign yourself to their au- 


thority, not only in this, but in all 


other matters of a public nature. 


„ Follow these measures, and de- 
end upon ĩt there will be a eare ta- 
en for an honourable and magnifi- 


yourself and children in * 
of your lawful power. 


Let them have the rule over you, 
and it will be their concern to esta- 
in a peacable rule over 


on had given this ad- 
vice to his wife he expired, in the 
nine and fortieth year of his age, and 


others. 


the twenty-seventh of his reign. 


As soon as the castle was taken, 
| that she put the malecontents in pos- 


Alexandra applied herself to the Pha- 
risees, according to her husband's 
directions, leaving the body, and the 


concerns of the government, to 
their disposal. By this means the 


Pharisees, who before had been her 


9 0 


ends; harranguing the people on 
the glorious exploits of Alexander, 


* ” 1 3 
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the exercise 


greatest enemies became her greatest 
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the irreparable loss ofsojust a prince; 


Therefore | 
when you come to Jerusalem, send 


Wi 
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their power.. 
Inn some few cases, 
acted by her on proper authorityj; 
for instance, she kept a mercenary 


| 532 


and by these rhetorical strokes raised 


the passions of the multitude to sue 


a pitch of sorrow, that they thought 
him worthy of a funeral solemnity 
beyond his predecessors. 1 Ws 

So great was the power and influ- 
ence of the Pharisees, that the queen 
might be said meerly to execute their 
orders. She appointed the rivival of 
the Pharisaical ordinances and tra- 


ditions, which her father-in-law: had 


abolished ;- and every thing was 
transacted in the queen's name by 


indeed she 


13 


army in pay, and augmented her 
— to as a 2 that the 
kings, her neighbours, stood in awe 
of her, as appeared by the security 
they re her as hostages for their 

ehaviour. Her reign, would 


good 
| dee been quiet and easy had she not 


frequently been embroiled at the in- 
stigation of this turbulent sect, when 
they pressed her for justice upon 
those that advised the death of the 
ight hundred persons that were cru- 
eim ff, | cls; 167) Lice 
She was so wrought upon by their 
remonstrances and expostulations,. 


session of strong holds and garrisons,. 
upon condition that Hyreania Alex - 


** 
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, an army 


andrias, and Macherus, where she 
| Sees her jewels, treasure, and 
ri 


ich goods, might be freed'from their 


jumsdiftions. 


Ohe sent her son Aristobulus, with 
toward Damascus against 
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Ptolemy ; but he returned soon after 
from that expedition, without doing 


any thing of moment. 
Wbile things were in 
a report arrived, that Tigranes, king 
of Armenia, was advanced into Syria, 


with an army of five hundred thou- 
sand men, with a design to march 


suddenly into Judea. 
Alexandra was $0 


was at that time before Ptolemais. 


The queen Selene, otherwise cal- 


led Cleopatra, who then held the 


government of Syria, animated her 
subjects to stand upon their guard, 


and oppose 'Tigrane's entrance into 
the country. | ; DES: „„ 

The ambassadors acquitted them- 

selves so well toward the king on the 


behalf of Alexandra, and the whole 


nation of the Jews, that with great 


instances of respect to the embassy, 


he gave them aszurance of all good 


offices in return. In short, he took 
Ptolemais, and was no sooner master 


of it, than word was brought him of 
the rout of Mithridates by Lucullus, 
the escape upon pursuit into Iberia; 


and that when Lucullus saw he could 
not overtake him, he struck off into 
Armenia, where he was at that time 
ravaging the country. Upon this 


The queen Alexandra, some time | abouts, who were forward enough to 


intelligence, Tigranes immediately 
marched off with his army, and re- 
turned homumqmemee. 


aſter this, fell dangerously sick, which 
gave Aristobulus a fair opportunity 

of accomplishing his design, so that 
slipping out in the night, attended 
only by one servant, he arrived pri- 


his posture, 
considering her present indis position, 


alarmed at this 
intelligence, that she sent ambassa- 
dors with presents to Tigranes, who 


hs POS 


n 


we dee his intent, 


ſortresses to him. 


near the temple. 


A COMPLETE HISTORY —=— © ©, 
vately at the forts and castles; where 


his father's friends were in garrison. 
He had been a long time dissatisfied 
with his mother's: government; but 


and the danger of the whole family's 
lying at the mercy of the Pharisees, 
in case of her death, (Hyrcanus the 
next in succession, being utterly un- 
ualified for the exercise of any pub- 
lic charge) he found himself extreme- 
ly embarrassed under these circum- 
stances. 1 e 
No mortal being privy to his de- 


___ his own wife, whom he 
E 


t at Jerusalem with his children, 


he went to Agada, where he was very 


generously entertained 

rson of eminence.  _ 
Alexandra missed him the very 
day after his departure, but did not 
till she came to 
understand by one messenger after 
another, of the surrender of divers 


by Galeſtes, a 


This turn of affairs, put the queen 
and the people into great confusion, 
who in order to prevent his design, 
determined to secure his wife and 
children under a guard in the citadel, 


However, in the space of fifteen 


| days, he made himself master of two 


and twenty castles. And when he 
had thus secured himself, he collect- 
ed an army from mount Libanus, 
Frachomitus, and the princes there- 


assist the stronger side, from a pros- 
pect of the advantages they might 


| reasonably expect for the service of 


Upon this situation of affairs, Hyr- 


Book IX. | 


canus, and the elders of the Jews, 
applied themselves to the queen for 
advice and direction, they informed 
her that Aristobulus was now pos- 
sessed of great power, that they 
found her, to their great grief, in 
extremity; but as long as she lived 
they could do nothing without her 
acquiescence, even though they saw 
themselves upon the very brink of 
ruin. LE | | 
The queen replyed, that not be- 
ng in a condition to undertake the 
affairs of government, she had laid 
all those cares aside, and transferred 
them wholly on their wise sect, who 
had the means of defence in their 


own hands, the strength of the na- | 


OF THE HOLY BIBLE, 
| tion entire, and wanted neither men 
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nor money. Soon after this address 


she died, in the ninth year of her 


reign, and the seventy-third of her 
ife. 
This princess, though extremely 
ambitious in her disposition, evinced 
an extraordinary concern for the due 
regulation of her government, to 
which she attended as the main ob- 
ject of her pursuit. ons 
She was no. less eminent for her 
moderation, - integrity and- justice, - 
and upon the whole, may be trans- 
mitted to posterity, as a character, 
in divers instances, worthy of imi- 
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AN AGREEMENT . BETWEEN ARISTO- 
-» BULUS, AND "HYRCANUS PRODUCES 
TERMS OF ACCOMMODATION. ARIS. 

© TOBULUS Is BESIEGED IN THE TEM- 


hat PLE OF JERUSALEM BY ARETAS. 


CANUS SUSTAIN AN ENTI!RE DEFEAT. 


- TOBULUS, WHO HAVING DELIVERED 

UP HIS CASTLES RETIRES IN DISGUST 
10 JERUSALEM, WHITHER POMPEY 
©, © ADVANCES, AND BESIEGES THAT 
_ CITY. * JERUSALEM DIVIDED INTO 
TWO PARTIES. 

'-. TAKEN BY ASSAULT.” MODERATION 


F THE CONQUEROR. THE , CITY 
MADE TRIBUTARY. ARISTOBULUS. 


T was in the third year of the 
Olympiad one hundred and- se- 
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I bulus imme ar upor 
him. They engaged at Jericho, and 


THE JEWS _ RETIRE INTO EGYPT. | 
- STONING OF ONIAS. ' DIVINE JUDCG. 
MENTS INFLICTED ON THE PEOPLE | ner; . 
"FOR THIS MURDER, TOGETHER WITH | tion took sanctuary for a time with- 
THEIR PERFIDITY. AND SACRILEGE. 
ARISTOBULUS COMPELS ARETAS TO 


QUIT THE SIEGE. ARETAS AND HYR.- - 


8 


0 


POMPEY. MARCHES AGAINST ARIS. 


THE: '*TEMPLE IS 


venty-seven, Hyrcanus took upon 
N himself the 8 1 and Aristo- 
lately made war upon 


many of Hyrcanus's soldiers deserted, 
and went over to his brother; him- 
self being driven into the citadel, 
where the wife and children of 
Aristobulus were kept prisoners, by 
the orders and direction of his mo- 
ther; and the remainder of the fac- 


in the verge of the temple, but sur- 
rendered themselves soon after. 

In 8 process of time, their enmity 
subsided, and the brothers came to 
an accommodation, on condition 
that Aristobulus should be establish- _ 
ed in the possession of the govern- 
ment, and Hyrcanus be allowed to 

live private upon his own fortune, 
without molestation. This contract 

was signed and ratified in the tem- 
ple, with the usual formalities, after 
which the brothers departed in per- 
"Fett amity to their respective places 
RAE... | 
In consequence of an agreement 


between Hyrcanus and an eastern 
5 VV 


Book. X. | 

prince called Aretas, who kept his 
court at a place called Petra; the 
latter advanced against Aristobulus 
with an army of fifty thousand 
horse and foot; fought, and over- 
came him; insomuch, that finding 
himself abandoned by his soldiers 
going over to Hyrcanus, he was forc- 
ed to fly for refuge to Jerusalem; 
where Aretas, with his whole army 
attacked him in the very temple; 
the people unanimously joining with 
Hyrcanus against Aristobulus, the 
priests only excepted. 5 


4 
* 


Aretas, on the other hand, with 


his Jews, as well as Arabians, carried 
number of sacrifices; but the be- 
sieged, not having so many as they 
| hat 


on the assault with the utmost vi- 
gour. While this transaction was 
m hand, the feast of unleavened 
. bread coming on, which the Jews 
call the Paschal, their principal lea- 
ders withdrew themselves out of the 
country, and went into Egypt; at 
which time, one Onzas, a righteous 
man apprehending the approach of a 
civil war, retired and concealed him- 
Iͤ ] 8 

The Jews reflecting upon the pie- 
ty of this man, and that he had ob- 
tained rain from God in an extreme 
drought, brought him out into the 
camp, and there requested of him, 


that as he had formerly delivered them 


from the judgment of a famine, he 
would now relieve them from a most 


destructive war, by denouncing acurse 


upon Aristobulus and his whole fac- 


tion. He refused compliance a con- 
siderable time, till at length being 
_ overruled by the multitude; he stood 
up in the midst of them, and delivered 
an ejaculatory prayer to this pur- 
pose; Lord, chou art the king of 
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kings; and since both we who stand 
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here before thee are thy people, and 


they that are besieged in the temple, 


are thy Priests, I do humbly beseech 
thee not to hear the prayer of either 
of them one against the other.“ 


Upon these words, some of the 


Jewish rabble chat stood by, stoned 


him to death. This barbarity was 


— 


* 


stroyed all the fruits of 


followed immediately by a divine 
s . « . 

| judgment, which thus avenged the 
| murder of Onias. 
lus with the Priests were thus beset 
in the temple, the Paschal festival 
came on; at which time, according 


While Aristobu- 


to custom, the joe offered up a 


occasion for, desired their bre- 
thren to supply them at their own 
price; upon which they agreed at 
one thousand drachmas each. beast, 
and the money to be paid down on 
delivery. „„ 

Aristobulus and the Priests agreed 


to the conditions, and let down the 


money with a rope from the tem- 


ple wall. When the besiegers had 


the money, they refused to deliver 
the victims; and such was their im- 
piety, that they did not only break 
faith with men, but sacrilegiously 
robbed God himself of a service that 
was dedicated to his honour. 

The Priests upon this perfidy, im- 


posed upon them under the name of | 


an agreement, joined in a prayer to 


| God, that the iniquity might not 
escape unpunished. Their prayers 
- were heard, and the judgment not 
long deferred; for there arose imme- 


diately a violent tempest, that de- 
the earth 
through 


- 
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through the whole province; so that 


one measure of wheat was sold for 


fifteen drachmass. 
© Pompey was at this time detained: 
in Armenia, by a war he maintained 
there with Tigranes; but in this in- 


terim he'sent Scaurus into Syria. As 


he was upon the way, there came 


ambassadors from Hyrcanus' and 


Aristobulus, soliciting an alliance of- 


fensive and defensive. Aristobulus 


offered four hundred talents, and 
Hyrcanus the same consideration. 


Scaurus inclined rather to Aristobu- 


Jus, as the most generous of the two, 
and accepted his money, and ordered 


Aretas to withdraw, upon the peril 


of being accounted an enemy to the 


Roman people. 


Scaurus, after this, went to Da- 


mascus, and Aristobulus advanced 


with a mighty army against Aretas 
and Hyrcanus ; and engaging them 


in a place called Papyron, gave them 


an overthrow, with the loss of about 
seven thousand of the enemmñ. 


dable army, and receiving .intelli- 


concernin >. br 
- which Aristobulus, with Pompey's 
leave, returned to the castle. 


Pompey, incensed, at the arrogant 


behaviour of Aristobulus, advanced 


against him at the head of a formi- 


gence, that he had retreated to a 


mountain in the heart of judea, 


sent him a summons to come down 
and 


speak with him. Aristobulus 
! the summons, and there pas- 
sed some discourse between them, 
the two brothers; after 


Sn 


This intercourse he repeated in 


order to maintain good terms with 
Pompey, as the most likely way to 
compass his end: but this did not 


— 
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hinder him from putting himself into 
a posture of defence in case of an 
attack. - Pompey, at length, order- 
ed him to jay ee the castles 
that he was master o 

his will and pleasure to the gover- 
nors under his own hand, that there 
might be no plea for compliance 
with his order. f 


Were _—_— N 


: 


and well fortified city. 


holding out, and Ada 
war; especially as Aristobulus was 


* 


» and to signify 


Aristobulus did as he was ordered, 


but resented it so heinously, that he 
went forthwith to Jerusalem, to 
make preparations for carrying on a 
war. 155, r 


ot A 10 having refreshed his peo- 


ple, advanced toward Jerusalem, 
whilst Aristobulus, by this time re- 


pented of what he had done, and 
went out to meet him with an offer- 
ing of a sum of . 
command of the town, for desisting 
from hostilities. Pompey ate 
his proposals, and sent Gabinius with 


and the 


a body of men into the city to re- 


ceive the money; but this was meer 
illusion, for the gates were shut 


against him and he came back as he 
went out; the fault being laid upon 
the soldiers that would not stand to 
the argument. Pompey. was so in- 
censed at this insult, that he kept a 
stricter gyard upon Aristobulus, and 
went himself to Jerusalem, determi- 
ned on the conquest of that famous 


oy 


While Pompey was before the 


| town, the citizens were divided con- 
| cerning the manner in which they 


1 


should act in this critical juncture: 
some were for yielding; others for 
for a 


kept a prisoner. Thus divided, one 
5 | e | party 
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party took possession of the temple, 
and broke down the bridge between 
that and the city; while the other 
not only gave entrance to the army, 
but delivered up both city and pa- 
lace into the hands of Pompey; WhO 
presently sent Piſo his lieutenant, 
with part of his army to take charge 
of both. When things were come 
to this pass, Pompey made them a 
proposal of peace; but upon their 
refusal to treat, provided for an as- 


sault; Hyrcanus supplying him with 
' : | | the least point of obedience. to their 


religious rites and ceremonies. . | -; _ 
Ihe enemy. phed their engines 

upon the great tower, till by dint of 
repeated batteries they shook it to. 
pieces, and brought it down to the 


all necessary assistance. | 
The north side of the temple be- 
ing the weakest part, Pompey pro- 
posed to begin his attack in that 
quarter. It was encompassed with 
high towers, and surrounded with a 
wide and deep ditch, The city side, 
toward Pompey's station was impas- 
sable, for rocks and precipices; but 
the Romans, with infinite labour and 


difficulty, filled up the ditch with“ 
| was this sacred place taken by as- 


timber, and other materials, and 
raised platforms and ramparts to 
such a prodigious height, that with 
engines of battery which they brought 
from Tyre, they bombarded the 
temple-wall; yet if it had not been 
for the advantage they took of the 

sabbath, the Romans would not have 
| 7 their point, but with extreme 


anger and labour. 


a 


When the Romans understood the 


regard they paid to their sabbath, 
and observed that they made no op- 


osition to the advancing of their 
i kae and the fixing of their 
machines, eee the sab 
bath in preparation for the action 


; 
i fasting-day, in the third month of 
the. siege; | 
Marcus Tullius Cicero, being con- 
suls. 2-1 2 | 


TT OI 


of the next day, without attempting 


* 
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temple however, was taken upon a 


Camus, Antonius and 


Upon the enemies - forcing the 


place, they put every man to death, 


nor was this cruelty sufficient to de- 
ter the Priests from prosecuting the 


duties of their function, accounting 
it less evil to fall into the hands of 
an unmerciful enemy, than to aban- 


don their holy profession, or fail in 


ground, carrying away a 2 part 

of the next wall along with it in the 
ruins. This breach was no sooner 
made, than the enemy pressed in 
great numbers into the temple. Thus 


sault, and from a scene of worship 
converted into a scene of blood, being 
strewed with dead bodies, some killed 
by the Romans, others by consent, 
dis patching one another; some again 
casting themselves down headlong 
from the walls, and others setting 


fire to the houses over their heads, 
| rather than be spectators of the bar- 


barities that were committed. There 
were slain about twelve thousand 
Jews, but not many Romans. 

Abſalom, the uncle, and the fa- 
ther in- law of Aristobulus, was taken 
prisoner. The outrages were at- 


tended with many violations of the 
| sacred rites of religion; but Pompey 


any violence upon the present. This 


th great mo- 


and his train behaved wi ; 
deration; 


70 


2 A 


arms for Aristobulus. 


5358 


deration; and the conqueror not 


only abstained from touching any of 
the holy things, but ordered the of“ 


- ficers of the temple next day to 

purge the place, and to offer sacrifi- 
dees according to their own customs 
and ordinanees. 
Hle restored Hyrcanus to the pon- 
tificate, partly for the good offices 
be had received from him, and partly 
for the service he had done him in 
hindering” the Jews from taking up 


rusalem tributary to the Romans, 


and reduced all the places that the 
Jews possessed in Celo-Syria to their 
allegiance, confining that populous | 


and powerful nation within the com- 
pass of their ancient bounds. | 


From this period we may justly 
date the destruction of Jerusalem, | 


and the subjection of the Jewish na- 
tion to the Roman yoke, having 
been compelled to restore to the Sy- 
rians what they had taken in the 
course of a war with them, as well 
as submit to the trans ferment of the 
sovereign authority for the order of 
the pontificate, to the promiscuous 


herd of the common people. 
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© + ARISTOBULUS. 


He rendered 


Nous AND  ANTIPATER. 


CY 


ee, OA. Hp ir 


| JUREA HAVING BEEN RENDERED TRI. 


BUTARY TO THE ROMANS, THEY 
SEND GABINIUS TO CHECK THE IN. 
CURSIONS OF ALEXANDER, SON OP 
| HE RESTORES HYR. 
 CANUS. TO THE fONTIFICATE, AND 
MAKES. SOME PONTIFICAL REGULA- 
TIONS. SUCCEEDS IN HIS EXPEDI-. 
TION, AND RETURNS TO ROME, 
CRASSUS IS SENT TO JUDEA. RI. 
FLES THE TEMPLE. ARISTOBULUS 


| POISONED, AND ALEXANDER BE. 
HEADED. CASAR HAVING OVER. 


COME THE FACTION OF POMPEY, FA. 
VOURS THE INTEREST OF HYRCA-_ 
PERMITS. 
THEM TO REBUILD JERUSALEM. A 
LEAGUE FORMED: BETWEEN AFHENS 
AND JUDEA._ ALSO BETWEEN THE 


ROMAN SENATE, AND THE JEWS. |. 


TUDEA, through the success of 
Pompey, becoming subject to the 
Roman power; and being harrassed 
by the inroads of Alexander, the son 


of Aristobulus; Gabinus was sent to 


repel his invasions, which having 


speedily affected, he caused Hyrcanus 
to be brought to Jerusalem, and re- 
stored to the office and exercise f 
his priesthood. | 


"| There. were then constituted five 


courts of justice, and a division was 


made of the whole province into five 
equal parts; so that some repaired 
for judicial decision to Jerusalem, 
' others to Gadara, and others also to 

I Amathus, Jericho, or Saphora, which 
Ii s a city of Galilee, They were by 


this means delivered from the ty- 
1 8 1 ranny 


\ 
4 * 
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ranny they complained of, and restor- 
ed to the form of an Aristocracy. 

This general, after a series of 
conquests over Aristobulus and Alex- 
ander, returned to Rome, and was. 
succeeded in his commission by Ca. 
ſus, who treated not the Jews with 
the lenity of his predecessor; for 
being engaged in making preparation 
for a war with the Parthians, when 
he arrived in Judea, he seized not 
only the two thousand talents that 

Pompey had 8 but pillaged the 
temple of gold to the value of eight 
thousand talents more. He carried 
away with him also a wedge of gold 
of three hundred Minas“, each Mina 
being computed at two pounds and 
an half. e <S4- 1 e 

The prodigious mass of money 
that was deposited in this temple, 
was the acquisition of a long course 
of time, and collected from all 

uarters of the world, wherever 
the worship of the true God was 

- known. + . ; 

When Crassus 

temple of Judea from top to bottom, 

he advanced against the Parthians, 
and gave them battle, where being 

_ cut off, together with his whole army, 
he retreated into Syria, where, he 
stopped the progress of the Parthi- 
ans, that were grown insolent upon 
their success. He went afterward to 
Tyre, and so to Judea, where he 
took Taricheæ by assault, and thirty 
thousand prisoners; and amongst the 

rest Pitholaus, Aristobulus's friend, 


9 


1 


An Hebrew Mina of gold, according to Calmet's 
tables, weighed one pound, one ounce, chirteen penny 
weights, eighteen grains, and, in value amounted to fi 

four pounds 2 three hundred therefore must 


. 
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whom he caused to be put to death 
by the advice of Antipater, a person 
of very considerable influence with 
the Idumeans, upon the account of a 
marriage with an Arabian lady of an 
illustrious extraction, called Cypron, 
by whom he had four sons, Phaſael 
and Herod, (afterwards king,) Jo- 
Jeph and Pheroras, and an only 
daughter named Salome. 
Antipater by his generosity and 
affability had acquired universal es- 
teem amongst the neighbouring prin» 
ces and potentates, and contributed 
not a little towards reconciling the 


| Romans to the Jewish state and na- 


* 


tion. 


When Cz/ar's party had prevailed; 


8 


of Rome; Aristobulus, having been 
released by the conqueror, was dis- 
patched into Syria, with the com- 
mand of two legions to keep that 
province in order. But the happi- 
ness he promised himself in the ho- 
nour of being Cæsar's favourite was 
not of long duration; for Pompey's 
faction found means in a short time 
to dispateh him by poison, and the 
Cesareans took care of the funeral. 
His body lay embalmed a long time, 


till Anthony sent it into Judea, to be 


4 


interred among their kings. 
Scipio caused the head of Alexa 
der, the son of Aristobulus, to be cut 
off by order of Pompey, for former 
seditious practices against the Ro- 
mans, and the command was execut - 


ed at Antioch. 
3 1 > 


the, " "i "ER ns = 3 - 


{ weigh no more than three hundred and forty two ounces 3 
| five penny weights; and their value amount only to 


2 


aixteen tho four hundred and twenty five pounds 
„ Hyreanus 


and he consequently became master 


Hyreanus and Antipater, who now 
atted conjunctively in the cause of 
the Jews, exerted themselves with 
such vigour and resolution, that 
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% 


for the entering of the. nnn in 
the records of the capital; the copy 
of the decree runnin g as follows: 


> — 


when Cæsar arrived in Syria, he con- j 


ferred the pontificate on the former, | 


and made the other a freeman of 


Rome, vesting him with all che pri- | 


vileges of that city. 
About this time Antigonus,: the | 


7 


son of Aristobulus came with a com- 


He: to Cœsar, that his father had 

een polsoned by a faction, for bear- 
ing arms in his service, and that his 
brother had his head taken off at 
Scipio's instigation; setting forth how 
he was disinherited and ejected, and 
Presented himself as an object of his 
compassion. He reflected also upon 
Hyrcanus and Antipater, as usur- 


— 


pers: but Antipater, being then pre- 


sent, wiped off these reproaches, by 
exposing the turbulent and seditious 
humour of Antigonus, and how busy 
he was in all factious cabels, not 
forgetting to remind Cæsar of his 
on services, appealing to the proofs 
he had given of his gere and 
1 | 

Cesar in fine, upon a full hearing 


of his representation, pronounced 
Hyrcanus to be High-Priest, gave 
Antipater his choice* of any com- 


mand, and conferred Won 
eutenancy of Judea, ' 

The walls of Jerusalem Brink: at 
85 this time in ruin, as they were left 
upon Pompey's demolishing them; | 
Hyrcanus requested Czsar for per- 
mission to rebuild them; and his re- 
quest was immediately granted with 
all che forms of respect, and letters 
EE to the consuls At. * 


C5823 


um ihe | | 


1 


q 


| 


| . Meir obligations to him; for they 


aÞtcrrr OF THE SENATE ene n | 


IN THE TEMPLE OF CONCORD, ON 


THE 15th DAY OF THE - MONTH OF 
DECEMBER, PRESENT L. - COPONIUS, 


AND CAIUS PARIMUS QUIRINUS, 
WAH TERE AS it abpeareth unto 
this ſenate, upon the re go of 


Valerius, 415 on of Lucius, Pretor, 


that it is requeſted and propoſed by 


Alexander, the jon of: rg 
ambaſſadors on the behalf -of t 
Fews, good men, and our Fs 


| allies, that the antient league of 


| /r:end/hip may be renewed between 
us; and that in token of therr grati- 
tude, they have brought a preſent of a 
golden cup and buckler, wand 10 
Joby thouſand crowns: -* 

40 defiring letters of recommen- 
dation to all governors and free 
towns for a fiaſſage, both by fea and 
land, through all their W and ter- 
orie, | 

Be it therefore 3 = this es | 
nate, that the fame league of friend- 
ſhip and foctety be renewed: and ęſta- 
 bliſhed, all the deferes of the ſaid am- 
balſadors agreed unto and . 
and their pręſents accepted. 

"Thus was in the nintli year af the 
pontificate and principality of Hyr- 


| canus, and in * month of. Danes 


LR 

Thas prick of the . had 8 
| honour done him. alſo. by the repub- 
tic of Athens, in acknowledgment 


© fent 
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fent him a decree to the following 
A DECREE OF THE ATHENIANS; BEAR- 

ING DATE THE 25 OF PANEMUS. * 


FOrafmuch as Hyrcanus, the jon 


4 of Alexander, and the High- | 
Prieſt and prince of the Jews, hath 


upon all occafions, both public and 
private, as well in the generous re- 
ception, entertainment, and accom- 


modation of our Ambaſſadors, as | 
_ otherwiſe, giving proof of a ſingular | 
| courſe of friendſhip. that paſſed be- 
tion in general, and the citizens of | 
Athens in particular, whereof we | 


affeftion and efleem, both for our na- 


have received many inſtances. 
And foraſmuch as we have received 
credible information from Theodo- 
us, of the virtue of the ſaid excel- 
poſition to do us all 1 offices in 
Ms power, we have reſol ved to e 
tam with the honorary achnotoledg- 
ment of a crown, of gold, and to erect 


a brazen ſtatue to him in the temple | 


f the people and the graces, for the 
Fame of his memory; and to have it 
notiſied by proclamation. at the exhi- 
bit ing of: any new ew, in all the 
theatres and places of public exer- 
ciſe, and ſpectacles in honour of Bac- 
cus, Minerva, Ceres, Sc. that we 
. Htave frefented him with thts crown 
out _ veneration for his virtue. 
And we do farther require f all 
our: governors and magiſtrates to be 
aiding and alſiſting in the efteftual 
improvement of theſe our conceſſions 
to the beſt advantage of our friends 


| 


ITY Te 7 
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ſhall continue between us; for the 


manifeſtation of our gratitude, piety, 
and juſtice toward all men of worth 


and honaur, and the encouraging of 
good offices and inelinations toward 
us for the future. 1 


Me do likewiſe order, that a fit 
choice be forthwith made of ambaſſa- 
dors from among the Athenians, to 
attend Hyrcanus in our name, and 
with this our decree and preſents ;. 
and to provoke an emulation, to out 
do us in this generous way of compe- 


F f SOLE 770 
So far may ſuffice for the inter- 


tween the Romans 


and the Athenians 
with Hyrcanus.  _ 5 
Men Cæſar had ſettled his affairs 


in Syria, he returned with his navy; 
accompanied by Antipater, who im- 
mediately upon his return to Feruſa- 
lent prince, and of his friendly diſ- 


lem, gave:orders for the repairing of 
the walls that Pompey had thrown 

down ; taking a tour at the | ſame _ 
time throughout the province, to pro- 


mote order and decorum. 


le laid before them the Bleſings of | 
a dutriful obedience to their prince, in 
the peaceable enjoyment of. their li- 


berties and poſſeſſions, and the dan · 


gerous conjequences of ſedious prac- 
tices. and innovations, which would 


force governors to turn perſecutors, 


Hyrcanus to turn tyrant, and the 


moſt neceſſary of their patrons and al- 
Ales, even the Cefars, and the ſenate 
of Rome, to become their implacable 


enen 1 > ES „„ 
Min theſe admonitions he dif- 
hoſed the whote country to peace and 
and alſociates, fo long as this amiiy © 
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TION OF HEROD, . WHO IS ITE D BE. 
- FORE THE JUDGES. BOLD ADDRESS 


"OF SIMEAS UPON THE OCCASION. 


' INSOLENCE OF HEROD TOWARD 
+ HYRCANUS. 
ONS IN FAVOUR OF THE JEWS. 


A NTIPATER in this state of 

elevation, availed himself of 
the inactivity of Hyrcanus, to ag- 
grandize his own family, by putting 
his two eldest sons Phasael and He- 
rod into two eminent commands, 
appointing the former that of Jeru- 
Salem, with the adjacent country; 


and conferring on Herod, his second 


son, the government of Galilee. 


Herod, though at that time but 


fifteen years of age, was of a preg- 
nant genius, and enterprizing spirit, 
and shewed what might one day be 


expected from him. 


days very much infested with rob- 


bers; so that the first instance of his 


prowess was upon a vagabond troo 
of free- booters, 


with several of his companions, and 
put them to death . 

This action gained him 
. Pens that his name was cele- 


rated through all the towns and vil- 


= 


| lages, astheirdeliverer, andthe author 


ANTIPATER EFFECTS THE PREFERMENT | 
' OF HIS SONS, PHASAEL AND HEROD. 
Is EMBROILED THROUGH THE AMBI- | 


The borders of Syria were in those 


| wherein he took 
Ezelial, their commander, prisoner, 


such re- 


DIVERS PROCLAMATI- | ad 
_ | several of whom endeavoured to tra- 
| duce his character, and bring upon 
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}f Cesar the great, who had then the 
administration of Syria. Beside, it 
kindled an emulation in Phasael like- 


wise, to imitate the example of his 


brother, who applyed himself to the 
arks of popularity, as the most pro- 
4 way for the compassing of his 
The power and influence of Anti- 
pater created him many enemies 
among the leading men of the Jews; 


him the popular odium, by insinuat- 
ing, that he had embezzled consi- 


derable sums, which he received 


from Hyrcanus for the use of the 
Wenn + 3 
But the principal things which they 


alledged as the cause of their dissatis- 
faction, was the violent, daring and 


ambitious temper of Herod, inso- 
much that in the heat of their indig- 
nation, they went to Hyrcanus with 
a complaint, to this effect: 
Ho long shall the state sus- 
tain these injuries, unnoticed by 
you? Do not you perceive that 
the dignities, profits and prero- 
gatives of royal power, are shared 
between Antipater, and his two 
sons; and that you yourself have 
only the empty name and title 
of a prince? Beware of letting 
things go too far, and being over 
secure; for certainly the — of 
your person and government lie 
Tqualy at stake 
In consequence of this application 
to Hyrcanus, Herod was cited to ap- 


of their security and repose, for by | pear before a bench of judges. 
the fame of this exploit, he became] He obeyed his summons, and hav- 
also known to Sextus, the kinsman I ing stood a considerable time in the 


g court 
1 i 
k in 
”% ” 
2 
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court with his face toward the Jud ges 
without any person attempting to 
open the cause; at length Sameas 
an upright and eloquent counsellor, 
thus harangued the culprit and the 
co . POR 8 


With the permission of yourself, 


Sir, and of this honorable court, I 


must observe, that this is the first 


time that ever I saw a prisoner at the 
bar, behaving himself with such an 


air of vanity and confidence. 
It has been the practice formerly, 
of persons in his condition, to de- 
mean themselves, with sobriety and 
resignation; but we have a criminal 
that values himself upon his guards, 
his ornaments, and his pe and 
stands in a posture to make public Jus- 
tice more dangerous to the court than 
to the criminal. God is a God of 


righteousness and power; and the 


time will come when this very man 
whom you suffer to take these liber- 
ties, shall be the ruin of you, both 
_ and judges.” 2 
Not long after, upon Herod's get- 
ting possession of the government, he 
put the king to death, and all the 
Judges, except Sameas; for whom 
ne had a singular honour, in regard 
both of his integrity and justice, and 
more particularly, as the person, that, 


after the besieging of the city by 


himself and Sosias, was instrumental 
to the admitting of him into the place, 


with this further declaration, that it 
was a judgment upon them for their 
sins, and a punishment not to be 
JJ“ 5 

Herod apprehensive of danger 
withdrew and resigned himself to the 
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| who settled him in consideration of 
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a sum of money in the government 
of Celo- Syria. Herod thus possessed 
of considerable power, and exaspera- 


ted at the indignity of being exposed 
to a trial, he marched against Hyrca- 
nus with an army; and had it not 
been for the importunities of his fa- 
ther, and his brother, he had most 
certainly fallen upon Jerusalem. _ 
But Herod was so wrought upon 


by this advice, that he contented 5 


himself with shewing the people what 
power and reputation he had upon 
this occasion. | por er Ts 
In order to demonstrate the fa- 
vour in which the Jews were held by 


| the Romans, the conquerors. of the 
world, we cite the following decree 
of the senate that passed soon after 


. Cæſar assumed the important 
WAY. CE Re . 


CAIUS JULIUS CESAR, EMPEROR, PON- 


TIFEX MAXIMUS, AND THE SECOND 
TIME DICTATOR, TO THE MAGISTRA-. 
CY, SENATE, AND THE PEOPLE OF sl 


| DON, GREETIN G. i \ 

1 Myself, and the army are in health, 3 
and if you are well, all is well. 1 

send you the copy of a letter of ours 

to Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander 


the prince and high- priest of the 


Jews, to be engraven upon a brass 


table, the inscription in Latin and 


Greek, and to remain among your 


registers for after times. The let- 


ter itself in substance is as follows: 
C. Julius Ceſar, emperor, the se- 


cond time dictator, and Pontiſe 


care and protection of Sextus Cæſar, 


Maximus, hath, with the advice and 
| | | | consent 
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publication of this decree. 


consent of the senate, appointed the 


Forasmuch as Hyrcanus, the son of 


Alexander, a Jew, hath at all times, 


as well in war as in peace, ap- 


in the late Alexandrian war. 
services and good offices duly consi- 


28 himself to be our trusty good 


end and ally, as appeareth by se- 


veral attestations of unquestionable 
credit, and particularly by the supply 


sent to Mithridates, to my assistance 
These 


dered, I do hereby confirm and esta- 


blish unto Hyrcanus, and his heirs, 


the perpetual government of the 
Jews, both as their prince and high- 


Priest, after the manner and method 


Ff their own laws; and from this 


time forward, enroll them among my 


5 


trusty and beloved friends, and ra- 
; tify An affinity with them as my as · 
sociates. 0 16 : 


Andit is my pleasure like wise, that 


all the legal pontifical rites and pri- 


vileges be devolved upon him and his 


sons for ever. And in case any con- 


concerning the 


public payments. 


© ation the honour, the friendship, and 


| 
” 
* 4 
- = 


troversy shall arise among the people 
Jewish discipline, 


himself, and his family, in the course 


of succession, to be the only judges | 
FEE 


It is moreover my will and plea- 
sure, that the Jews be discharged the 
burden of winter quarters, and of all 


5 — 1 


"We ſhall now come 


aecrees. 


and consul, taking into his consider- 


— 


| to ſome of his 
particular grants, reſolutions, and. 

25. [e ol Rome, to give Hyrcanus, his fa- 
Caius, Ceſar, emper or, dictator, 


—_ 


«nj 


cond year of part of their taxes, and 


© Caius julius, the forth time e 
peror, the fifth time consul, and per- 


the prince and 
Jes. i 


— 
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the good services of Hyrcanus, doth 


hereby, for the benefit and advantage 
of the senate and people of Rome, 
grant unto Hyrcanus, and to his sons 


after him, by succession, the autho- 
| rity and office of princes and priests 
of ſerusalem, and of the whole nation 
of the Jews, to be by them exercised 
and enjoyed, in the same manner as 
of fifteen hundred choice men that he | SW : 


Meir ners... 
And we farther ordain and ap- 
point, that the city of Jerusalem shall 


be repaired and fortiſied; and that 
Hyrcanus, shall ha ve the administra- 


tion of the government, with an 
abatement upon the duty every se- 


other exemption. from carriages ak] 
other tribu fes 


» 
© 
* «| 
7 * 


petual dictator, makes this mention 
of Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, 
high-priest of the 


« "Whereas my predecessors, as 


well in the provinces as in the senate, 


have formerly born witness to many 
honourable reports on behalf of the 
High-Priest, Hyrcanus, and the ge- 
nerality of the Jews, who have there- 
upon received the thanks of the se- 
nate and people of Rome, in acknow- 
ledgment of their worth and good- 


ness, we look upon their friendly of- 


fices, as obligations never to be for- 
otten ; and upon ourselves, as bound 
in the name of the senate and people 


mily and countrymen, all possible 
demonstrations of the sense we have 
of their amity and es tem. 
V Many 


vas ” 5 
” o * 
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Many others passed of the same 
kind; but these we omit; as this sut- 
fices for our purpose. 
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AFTER THE DEATH OF CESAR, CASSIUS + 


© ENTERS INTO A FACTION, AND JOINS 


WITH HEROD: IN OPPRESSING THE 
* "JEWS. © DIVERS INSTANCES OF THE 


- CRUELTY AND AMBITION OF HEROD. 


ANTIPATER IS POISONED: REGARD | 


OF HEROD FOR THE TYRIANS. HE 


-- DEFEATS ANT CON US. EDICT IN F 
„ VOUR OFTHE JEWS. wn 


_ 


house, the citizens of Rome formed 


c 


CAESAR: having been treacherous- 
ly assassinated in the senate- 


panics and factions, which were fol- 
lowed by a civil war. Caſſius one of 


the leading men among the conspira- 
tors obtained the command. of the 
army in Syria, which was then be- 


fore Apamia; raised the siege, and 
brought over Marcus and Baſſus into 


his interest; and proceeded from 
place to place, collecting men, mo- 
ney, and arms wherever he came, 
but oppressing Judea above all the 


rest, by an imposition of between 


seven and eight hundred talents of 


silver. 


In this confusion, Antipater com- 
mitted the care of levying one part 


of this money to his two sons, and 


the rest of it to Malichus, a notorious 


villain, together with some others. 
Herod, who. was willing to polig 
the Romans at the expence of the 


people over whom he presided, be- 
gan with the most acceptable pre- 
sents to Cassius, of the contribution 
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then engaged. 


565 


of Galilee, as the first fruits of his 
service; but several cities under 
other governors, were exposed to 
public sale, by order of Cassius, 
who was so exasperated against Mali 
chus, upon this occasion that if 
Hyrcanus had not pacified him with 
a composition of a hundred talents 
out of his own coffers, by the hands 
of Antipater, it would have cost him 
Malichus therefore entered into a 
plot against Antipater, inferring, that 
if he was taken off, Hyrcanus would 
find himself more easy and secure in 
his government. Antipater suspect- 
ing his design, passed the river Jor- 
dan, and put himself at the head of 
as many Jews and Arabians as he 
could collect; but Malichus, Who 
was bold and artful, finding himself 


suspected, went to Antipater and his 


sons, and cleared himself of the sus- 


picion by the dint of perjury. .. 


Cassius having assembled a power- 
ful army and fitted out a conside- 
rable fleet, conferred the command 
of both on Herod, and appointed 
him at the same time governor. of 
Celo- Syria, with a further promise of 
the kingdom of jqudea, as soon as 
the war should be over with An- 
thony, and the younger, Cesar, after- 
wards Auguſtus, in which they were 
The promotion of Herod rendering 
Malichus jealous of the interest that 
would follow to his father Antipa- 
ter, he bribed a servant of Hyrcanus 


to poison him at his master's_ table, 


and thereupon, with a guard of sol- 


diers took d of the city. 


Such was the unhappy end of An. 
ms | - __ tpater; 


4 = 
oF 8 . 
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tipater; a just and a good man, and 


a true lover of his country. 


Herod and Phasael resented the 


murder of their father, but Mali- 
chus had the confidence to stand 


upon his justification. The two 
brothers were both agreed in the 


determination of a revenge; but 
the question was, in what manner 
it was to be effected. 1 
Antigonus, the son of Aristobulus, 
now entered into a design to oppose 
Herod, and with this view engaged 


Fabius for a sum of money to join 
with him in raising an army, taking 


Marion also into his assistance, who, 
by the favour of Cassius, had ob- 
tained the command of Tyre, and 
of all Syria, having settled several 
garrisons there, and three in Galilee, 


upon his own borders; but Herod 
quickly reduced these places, treat- 


ing the Tyrians who kept them, 
with every token of respect, tender- 
ness, and generosity, for the affec- 
tion he bore towards them. | 


His next business was immediately 


to march up to Antigonus, whom he 
encountered and defeated upon his 

very entrance into en and re- 
turned triumphant from thence to 
5 1 jere he was received by 

Hyrcanus and the whole people 
with every instance of honour and 
esteem. _ f e CP 
After the defeat of Cassius at Phi- 
lippi, by Anthony and Augustus, 


Cesar went into Gaul, and Anthony 


into Asia, who was complimented on 


His march into Bithynia with embas- 


sies and applications from several 
parts; and among others, with com- 
Plaints and accusations against Pha- 
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: 
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wise dispatched an 


sael and Herod, from many eminent 
persons among the Jews, suggesting 
that Hycanus, though he had the 
name of governor, was in effect, but 
a nominal prince; for that the two 
brothers had usurped the authority 
and administration to themselves. 
Herod pleaded so well for himself 
and enforced his arguments with $0 
large a sum of money, that his ad- 
versaries 'were not admitted. to be 
heard against him. : 
Upon Anthony's coming to Ephe- 
sus, ambassadors were sent from 
Hyrcanus, the High-Priest, and the 
whole body of the Jews, with a 
crown of gold, desiring that their 


_ countrymen, who were carried away 


prisoners by Cassius, contrary to the 
rules of war, might be set at li- 
berty, and the lands restored to those 
who had been wrongfully deprived 
„„ 7, Tru A 
Their request was found to be $0 
reasonable, that Anthony presently 
granted their petition, and wrote to 
Hyrcanus, and to cops and like- 
ict to the Ty- 

rians, to the following effett: 


MARCUS ANTONIUS, EMPEROR, TO 
HYRCANUS THE HIGH-PRIEST, AND 
PRINCE OF THE JEWS, GREETING, 
JOY AND HEALTH, | 8 


(XJ HEREAS we have received 
VV from Losinachus the son of 
Pausanius, Joseph the son of Men- 


neus, and Alexander the son of The- 


odorus, your ambassadors, at Ep- 


hesus, fresh assurances of the conti- 


nuance of yours and your . 
| ET, affection 


„ 
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affection for us, according to what 
hath been formerly exhibited to us at 


have faithfully acquitted themselves; 
and whereas we are abundantly sa- 
| tisfied with the sincerity of your in- 


we have had of your good faith, 
piety and virtue, than by the force 
of words, we do heartily agree to 
your proposals, and embrace your 
friendship. | 


It is our pleasure, that you shall“ 


quietly enjoy to yourselves and your 
heirs, all the graces and privileges 


unto you granted by myself and Do- 


lobella, with an express inhibition to 
the Tyrians, that they give you no 
sOrt of molestation, and as positively 


commanding them to make full resti- |. 
tution of all the goods and estates | 
that has been taken away from the 


Jews, declaring our acceptance also 
of the crown 
S 


CHAP. 
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Rome; in which. commission they. | 


bs 


you were pleased to | 
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CHAP. v. 


CONTRACT OF ANTIGONUS WITH THE 
PARTHIANS, TO DISPOSE HYRCANUS, 
tentions, and more from the proof 


AND TAKE OFF HEROD AND HIS PAR- 
TY. HERCANUS AND PHASAEL ARE 
SEIZED, BUT HEROD ELUDES THEIR 


DESIGN, AND AFTER SEVERAL SKIR- 


MISHES, MAKES HIS ESCAPE, ,TOGE- 
THER WITH A CONSIDERABLE PARTY. 
BUILDS HERODIUM. JERUSALEM BE. 
SIEGED. ANTIGONUS OBTAINS THE 
GOVERNMENT, AND AVENGES HIM- 

' SELF ON HYRCANUS. PHASAEL DE. 
STROYS HIMSELF. HEROD DEPARTS 

TOWARDS. EGYPT; THENCE PRO. 
CEEDS TO ROME. IS HONOURED BY 
AUGUSTUS; MADE KING OF JUDEA, 
AND CONDUCTED | WITH GREAT 
OM TO THE CAPITAL. e 


A NTIGONUS, son of Aricie: 
bulus, envious of the power of 
Hyrcanus, and his party, contraRted 


with the Parthians, for a thousand 
|| talents, and five hundred of the fi- 
nest women, to effect the present 


possession, and invest him with the 


government of Juden. 


Accordingly the king sent his son 


| Pacorus, and his general Bargapha- 


mes with a powerful army to invade 
that country. Having divided their 


forces, Pacorus marched along the 


coast; and Bazaphame kept his rout 
through the inland part. The king's 


son, having Antigonus in his party, 
was joined by the Jews that dwelt 
about Mount Carmel, and many 


other in the course of their march, 
so that he had collected a very for- 
midable army, and boldly advanced 


to 


to the city of Jerusalem, with a de- 
termined resolution to attack Herod 
and Phasael in the royal palace. 

Upon their arrival, a considerable 
faction declared in favour of Anti- 
gonus and Herod, after some fruitless 
resistance, and vain endeavours to 
keep the 9 4 e ge himself to 
fli ght. | 

22 the mean time the Paothivis 
Havin Seized Hyrcanus and Phasael, 
loaded them with irons, while Herod 
finding himself in_an enemy's coun- 
try, amongst a people, who. were 
averse to his person and govern- 
ment, determined to 
journey to the castle of Masiada, to- 
gether with his nearest relations, lest 
they likewise should fall into the 
hands of the combined parties. 

In their hasty retreat, the carriage 
in which Herod's mother rode, was 
unhappily overset, and such was t 
concern of her son, that bedr 
to the weer of Josephus, he at- 
tempted to sta hiell, but being 
prevented from the execution of 86 
rash a design, pursued his journey 
towards the intended asylum. | 


As the number of those who at- 1! 


totaled him in his flight was very 
- considerable; they repulsed divers 


Parties which endeavoured to molest- | 


them, and came off victorious: 80 
strongly was this circumstance im- 
pressed upon the mind of Herod, that 
When he afterwards ascended the 
throne of Judea, he erected a spaci- 


- ous palace, and founded a village 


on the spot whereon he had given 
ths enemy the most signal pues 
- and called it Herodium. 


Being met at * off 


21 


OMPLETE floor 
| Idamea,' by his brother Joseph, FEY 


| | deliberated: on future measures, and 


reflecting that the castle of Massada, 
was not sufficiently extensive to con- 
tain their numbers, concluded to se- 
perate, so that having furnished them- 
selves with provisions, and disposed 
ok their women and most valuable 
baggage in the castle, which was well 
furnished with necessaries; they for- 
med into parties, and Herod with ow | 
| body proceeded towards Arabia. 


rosecute his 


of 


from entering his dominions. 
embarrassed on all sides, 


Antigonus, having by this time 
gained possesion of the government 
udea, through the assistance of 
the king of Parthia, was greatly in- 
censed at the escape of the women, 
and the loss of the money which he 
had promised as a reward to his al- 
lies; so that in the fury of his re- 
sentment, he ordered the ears of 
Hyrcanus to be cut off, in order to 
disqualify him for the dignified 1 
der of the priesthood. yy 

Phasael, finding his situation hes 
| Sperate, and dreading the revenge of 
the conqueror, put an end to his life 
in a most extraordinary manner; for 
being menaced, he dashed out his 
brains against the prison wall, 

Herod being arrived on the borders 


i ol Arabia, applied to Malichus, who 
' fearing the resentment of the Par- 


thians, not only denied his request, 


but forbid him by his messengers even 
Thus 


he betook 


himself to Egypt, where he was ho- 

nourably received, and sumptuously 
entertained by Cleopatra; but being 
determined on a voyage to Rome, 
from a view of obtaining the favour 

and 1nterest of the conquerors of the 
. world, 


” 
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Being versed in all the arts of in- 
sinuation, and endued with great elo- 
quence, he represented his late ad- 


ventures in such striking terms to 
Anthony, that the generous Roman, 


wrought upon by the affecting tale, 
and the remembrance of his father 


Antipater, not only espoused his 
cause, but engaged Cæsar in his in- 


terest, to the great joy of the ambi- 


tious suppliant. 


The case of Herod was soon aſter 


- 


tessed-enemy to the state. 


When the senate broke up, Cæsar 


and Anthony accompanied by a great 


number of the members, conducted 
Herod with the utmost solemnity, to 
the capital, where they sacrificed | firmly attached to his cause. But the 


with the usual ceremonies, and de- 


Posited the decree, that had lately 
passed. f | 


Anthony then entertained the king 
in the most sumptuous manner, and 


2 congratulated him on the 


nours which had been conferred 
upon him in so signal a manner, by 


the most dignified people of the uni- 
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world, he set forward, and after a te- 
dious and dangerous passage in the 
midst of winter, landed at Brundu- 
sium, and from thence proceeded to 


brought before the senate, who in 
consequence of Anthony's setting 
forth in a very elaborate manner, the 
service he had done the Roman com- 
mon- wealth; and representing the 
indignity they had sustained from 
Antigonus, in accepting the govern- 
ment from the hands of the Par- 
thians; pronounced Herod king of 
Judea, and declared Antigonus a pro- 


HEROD'S PARTY DISTRESSED IN MAS. 
SADA. HE MARCHES TO THEIR A$- 
SISTANCE. REINFORCED BY THE RO. 
MANS. OBTAINS. VERY CONSIDER- 
ABLE ADVANTAGES BY THE REDUC- 
TION. OF DIVERS PLACES. SETS: HIS 
FRIENDS AT LIBERTY, ENCAMPS 
NEAR JERUSALEM. RECOVERS CA- 
LILEE. HIS BROTHER JOSEPH THRO-' 
INADVERTENCE LOSES HIS LIFE. 
SIEGE OF JERUSALEM CARRIED ON 
WITH GREAT VIGOUR ON BOTH 
SIDES. TERMINATES IN FAVOUR OF 
HEROD, WHO CAUSES ANTIGONUS TO 
BE PUT TO DEATH, | EXTINCTION OF 
THE FAMILY OF ASMODEUS. -- 


TX 7 HILE. the interest of Herod 
was $0 essentially promoted 

by the concurrence of the Roman 
Senate; his friends who were block- 
ed up in the castle of Massada, were 
exposed to great hardships, through 
the pressure of Antigonus, and a great 


| scarcity of water, insomuch that be- 


ing on the point to surrender, | Jo- 
seph had conceived a design for es- 
caping with his nearest relatives, and 
those of the party, who were most 


design was happily frustrated by a 
— 3 rain, that fell 
on the very night which they had 
proposed for its execution. Being 
thus supplied with water, eee 
made a most furious sally, and repel- 
led a party of the assailants with 
get l 5 
Herod having received intelligence 


| at Ptolemais, Whence he had lately 


7 F arrived 
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arrived from Rome, of the situation 
of his friends, raised a considerable 
army, amongst whom was a party 


of Romans under the command of 
Ventidius and Silo; determined to at 


with the utmost vigour and resolu- 
tion, in order to recover his kingdom 


as well as to relieve his friends. 


Most of the Galileans joined him 
In his march, so that having reduced 
Verbs he advanced to Massada, which 


aving compelled to surrender, he 


4 


set his friends at liberty; and after 
he had added the castle of Ressa to his 
conquests, proceeded to Jerusalem | put to the siege. 
ped on the west side of 

I. of these proceedings, reminded Silo, 
d taken every neces- in a persuasive tone, that he was not 
sary precaution for its defence and se- 
cCurity; he had supplied it with a nu- 
merous garrison, well furnished with 
Warlike stores, so that having annoy- 
ed the assailants by frequent sallies, 
ne became too confident of success, 
and sent an herald round the walls, to 
all that would 


and encam 


: 8 indemnity to 
voluntarily surrender. 


F 


. 
SY 


mained, who had never given them 
any just cause for dis pleasure. EP 


'o enforce this proclamation, he 
addressed himself from the wall to 
Silo, and the Romans under his com- 
mand representing the injustice they 
had done him in transferring the 
crown from his family, which was 
of royal descent, to Herod, Who was 
of a Plebeian race; adding, that if 
they were disposed to express their 
resentment on account of his receiv- 
ing the kingdom from the Parthians, 
they. might nevertheless have confer- 
ed their favours upon some person 
of royal extraction, as many yet re- 


E. 


0 


n 
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such rapidity, that the enemy were 


— 


From these reproaches, they came 


to acts of hostility, and the besieged 


plied their darts and arrows with 


* 


+ 


soon driven from the walls. 
This successful effort was greatly 
promoted by the treachery of" Silo, 
who in consequence of a bribe from 
Antigonus, insinuated to the soldiers 
of Herod, the barrenness of the coun- 
try, the inconvenience of their quar- 
ters, and their want of every neces- 
sary accommodation, which disposed 
them to wish for a conclusion being 


Herod, having received intelligence 


only sent by Cæsar and Anthony, but 
by the whole senate of Rome; decla- 


ring at the same time, that if he and 
his soldiers would stand their ground, 
they should be plentifully su 


pplied 
with all things necessaarx. 
Antigonus having notice of all that 
passed, dispatched- parti & to je in | 
ambuscade, and intercept the fora- 
gers; but Herod, who was equally 


active with the enemy, very fre- 


quently came up with them, and pur- 


sued his advantages with such vi- 
gour, that having extended his vie- 


tory, as far as the river 


1 all 
Galilee came over to his allegiance. 


Herod finding that notwithstanding 


this advantage, his affairs were but 


inconsiderably promoted, as the Ro- 
man guards acted with great coolness 
in his interest, determined to repair 
to Anthony, leaving his brother Jo- 
seph to watch the motions of Antigo- 
Anthony 


* 


upon his 
arrival 


received him, 
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arrival with every honourable token 
treated him a manner agreeable to 
his royal character, and assured him, 
that orders should be immediately 
dispatched to the Roman generals, to 
exert themselves with as much vigour 
in his cause, as if they were employed 
in the actual service of the state. 
During the absence of Herod, Jo- 
seph unmindful of his instructions, 
marched toward Jerichowithadetach- | 
ment, in order to forage; and his 
party consisting of unexperienced 
men, were circumvented: by the dis- 
ciplined troops of Antigonus, and to- 
gether with their leader easily van- 
ai e ee ods e een 
Antigonus finding Joseph among 
the dead bodies, caused his head to 


e 


£ 
£ 


be cut off, and set the price of fifty 
talents for the redemption of it, which 


was paid by his brother Phereras, and 
this occasioned a revolt of several of 


the aliens! n 
Herod receiving intelligence of the 


death of his brother, while he was 
ata place called Daphne, hastened to 
mount Libanus, where taking eight 
hundred of the natives, and a Roman 
legion, with him, he advanced to 
Ptolemais, and from thence passing 
by night through Galilee, was beset 
in his march, but repulsed the enemy 
with considerable loss. By this time 
above eighteen months elapsed, since 
Herod upon the honours conferred 
on him, had determined to recover 
the government of Judea; 'consider- 
ing therefore, that as long as Jeru- 
salem held out, his possession of 
Other places would be very precari- 
ous; he resolved to turn his whole 
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force against the capital, and by re- 


* "> "a £4 * F ; | 
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ducing that, put a final period to the 


war, and establish himself upon the 


throne, from which he had been ex- 
gelesen 5; vw ola 
To accomplish this important de- 
sign, he encamped before the tem- 
ple, which he encompassed with a 
triple trench. His own army con- 
sisted of about thirty fs men, 
to which were added, eleven Roman 
legions of foot, and six thousand 
horse, under the command of Sosius, 


beside the auxiliary troops of Syria. 


The Jews within the city were res0- 
lute and numerous, animating each 
other by exclaiming, The Temple, 

the Lord! The Temple of the Lord! 
and delivering such presages, as with 
the blessing of God, seemed to por- 
tend their speedy deliverance. In 
short, they exerted themselves with 
amazing vigour, and by furious 
sallies, frequently repelled the be- 
siegers. $ + © 28 . 3 : 
Herod observing from their ani- 
mated conduct, that the siege would 
be long and doubtful, unless he 
could prevent the conveyance of 
provisions into the city, so disposed 
his troops as entirely to cut off all 
communication. He then prepared 
his battering engines, and bombard- 
ed the walls; but the besieged sus- 
tained the assault with incredible re- 
solution, opposed stratagem to stra- 


tagem, and as soon as one wall was 


thrown down, supplied it with a re- 
trenchment that served for another. 


The Jews. were at length much 


streightened for want of W 
but animated by despair, determined 


to hold out to the very last extre- 


+ 


At length being pes to the 
. ebb, Herod entered the city, | 


and the Jews retiring into the inner- 
temple, were pursued thither. A 
horrible scene ensued, for the Ro- 


mans, exasperated at the obstinate 


defence which they made, and He- 
present) after he had briefly ha rangu- 


rod's party determined on the extir- 


Pation of che faction, put all to the 
sword, without regard to age, sex, 
or condition, 90 that the streets re- 
sounded with cries, en blood Was 


opilt 1 in every corner. 


to Herod; therefore descending from 
a tower, he cast himself 


Herod be 


dient to preserve it from 


But this he found extremely Houle, | 
and he was obliged'to have recourse | 

to intreaty, threats, and at length 
force, to restrain the people, andespe- | the anniversary of the city destruc- 


| cially the mercenaries from seizing all 
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at the feet 
of Sosius the Roman general; who 
instead of pitying, upbraided him 
with pusillanimity, and committed | 


him to the fron: Bu a strong guard. 
ing t 


us become master 


of the city, thought it — 4305 — 4 


Kat came within | their reach, and 


Bt even rifling the temple itself. 


However he amply — che 
n soldiers, who her with 
Sosius their general, departed from 

Salem, carrying Antigonus bound 

Anthony. Herod, fearing that An- 
— welt not take away his life, 
and chat therefore he might lay his 
claim to the nt before the 


royal blood, and Himself a Plebe- 


ian, might render the issue extremely | Sits 
8 * a private W in- 


Roman senate; which; as he Was If 


PIER catastrop 


— 


ned to him the eee of ta- | 
Kit off Antigonus. 

he Roman was greatly 0 | 
to preserve his royal prisoner, to 
grace his triumph, but being wrought 
upon by gold, (the most prevalent 
eee t time, as well as the 


ed on the expediency of the sentence, 
commanded him to be beheaded. 
This action reflects much disgrace 
upon the memory of Anthony, as it 
was entirely without a precedent, he 


Antigonus finding all nexiadide ä * the first Roman general, that 


vain, determined to submit, but not 


subjected a conquered prince to such 
unjust treatment. Thus ended the 
reign of the illustrious family of 
Asmodeus, which in a successive line 
had held the government of Judea, 
during a hundred and twenty years; 
but were at length rendered extinct 
by intestine divisions, which has ever 
proved destructive to all states, fa - 
milies, and Societies, MIKI, 8 whom 
it his prevailee . 

This memorable Sent bell out up- 
on the day of a solemn fast, being 


tion by Pompey, which happened ex. 
actly twenty · seven ng W N 
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RESPECT SHEWN TO HYRCANUS IN HIS 


CAPTIVITY. | HEROD: PROMO TESA A 
PERSON | OF MEAN: BIRTH TO THE 
' -PONTIFICATE, DEPOSES HIM Ar THE | 
INSTANCE. OF. HIS RELATIONS, AND | 
ADVANCES A PERSON OF DIGNITY. 


INSTANCES OF THE CUNNING. CRUEL- 
- TY, AMBITION, PERFIDY, AND HYPO- 
CRISY OF HEROD. HIS ARTFUL. BE. 


2 . 


 HAVIOUR TOWARDS ANTHONY. HE | 


- JOINS HIM AGAINST CESAR OCTAVI- 


_ © ANUS. OVERTHROWS THE ARABI- | 


ANS. A DREADFUL EARTHQUAKE IN 
- JUDEA. THE JEWS SUE FOR PEACE, 
_ AND THE ARABIANS PUT THEIR AM- 
_-BASSADORS TO DEATH. HEROD EN. 


COURAGES THEM, AND COMPELS 


THE ARABIANS, TO SUBMIT. 1 


D JURING. the important tuns 


actions related in the foregoing 


chapter, Hyrcanus the high-priest 


remained in captivity with the Par- 


thians, and was treated with the high- 


est honour and esteem by king 
Phraates, who not only released him 


2 af yy 1 s p 


- | entertained of the jealousy and per- 
| fidy of the king of 'Judea, endeavou- 


4 


4 
f 
0 
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from his irons,. but also allowed him 


the city of Babylon as the bounds: of 


his confinement, where he was re- 
e the Jews, who dwelt in that 
part with all the reverenee due to his 
solemn character.. 9 9 45 


Notwithstanding his situation was 


rendered thus agreeable through the 
benevolence of the Parthian king, he 
discovered a fond desire for returnin 

to his native country, vainly imagi- 


ning that former services would se. 
_ cure him the favour of Herod. But 


his friends from the respect they bore 


obscure jewish 


pontificate. 


379 
his person, and the suspieion the 


by alledging his incapacity, for 
the pontificial dignity through mu- 


tilation, to divert the hopes he 80 


fondly cherished; however he pro- 
cured his discharge from Phraates, 


and went to Jerusalem, where he was 


received with singular respect. 


Hyreanus being rendered incapable 
of the office of high- priest, Herod 
began to deleberate with himself con- 
cerning the choice of a süccessor, 
and from a consciousness of his own 
low extraction; fearing to advance 
a person of royal descent, conferred 
that dignity upon one Hananel, an 
priest whom he 
brought from Babylon 
The promotion of this mean per- 
son greatly disgusted Alexandra the 
daughter of Hyreanus, and mother 
of Aristobulus, who resenting the 
contempt offered her family, in set- 
ting her son aside and obtruding a 
foreigner into the pontificate, wrote 
to Cleopatra queen of Egypt, to en- 
gage Anthony in her cause, that the 
honour might be conferred on her 
son, who had the most undoubted 
mh 8 
Hler application succeeded to her 
utmost wishes, for Herod hearing of 
the late procedure, at first affected 


-- 


resentment; but persuaded of the in- 
fluence of the Egyptian queen with 
the powerful Roman, a reconcilia- 
tion was soon effected between him 


and Alexandra, and followed by the 
deposition of Hananel, and the ad- 
vancement of Aristobulus to the 


__ But 


674 


922 But this Stratage 


ass a little 


ing suffered them to 
way uninterrupted, an 
2 and brought them back; but 


* 


Cleopatra, who had espoused their 
interest, he suspended his resentment, 
affected a kindness for them, though 


at the same time he meditated re- 


venge on Aristobulus, which he only 


waited an opportunity to execute; 


not was it long before it presented 


At the ſeast of the tabernaecles, 
Aristobulus was to officiate as High- 
Priest; he was then in the eigh-⸗ 
teenth year of his age, of a comely 
elegant form, and engaging 
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aspect, 


| C 5 ; | - the. * 
A. + . | | 
5 * % E * 75 * 


through the treachery of a servant, | 
that communicated it to one Sabbion, 
who being suspected of a concern in 
the poisoning of Antipater, Herod's | 
father; in order to obviate that dis- 
: | he Yi to Herod. The | 


then 8SUur- 


fearing the power and influence of | 
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But Herod's jealousy of Alexandra 
would not permit the continuance of 
the, reconciliation, for he grew so 
sus picious of her, that he forbade her 
to concern herself with public af- 
fairs, confined her to the court, and 
set spies to watch even her domestic 
DOeconomy. Exasperated at such 
base treatment, she again applied to 
Cleopatra, and having received an 
invitation from that princess, pre- 
pared for her departure. To con- 
ceal her design from Herod, she had 
pProcured two biers, in which the 
servants were to carry: them to the 
sea side, where a vessel lay ready to 


When he advanced toward the 
altar, clad in the pontifical robes, 
to perform the ceremonies insti- 
tuted by the law, he discharged his 
office with such grace, dignity and 
solemnity; as attracted the admira- 
tion of the whole assembly, and 
brought to their minds the noble 
acts of his royal grandfather Aristo- 
bulus, whose family they thought 
deserved a better condition than they 


* q 


now enjoyed.  _ "Oo dg 
eneral approbation of the 
multitude increased the envy and 
jealousy of Herod, and hastened the 
fate of the royal youth; for when 
the feast of the tabernacles broke 
up, the king desired him to accom- 
pany him to an entertainment at Je- 
richo, where he consulted a strata- 
gem and caused him to be drowned, 
as he was bathing in a pool. 
Thus was this accomplished youth 


* 


taken off, through the execrable 


fraud of a wicked king, who imme- 
diately restored his creature Hananel 


to the pontifical dignity. _ 


| Herod, to wipe of all suspi cion 
of so foul a deed, visited Alexandra, 


rofessed his innocence, and to give 


his abominable hypocrisy an air of 


sincerity, affected the most p e 
grief, and cast forth showers of cro- 
codile tears; but his fraudulent acts 
prevailed not with the disconsolate 
mother, who saw his villainy through 
all the guises he assume. 
Tpzhe afflicted Alexandra again had 
recourse to Cleopatra, whom having 


acquainted with the treacherous be- 


haviour of Herod, and the untimely 
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mined to espouse her cause, and 


therefore solicited Anthony to re- 


venge the fate of Aristobulus. 
Anthony, wrought upon by the im- 
portunity of Cleopatra, repaired to 
aodicea, and cited Herod to clear 
himself from the imputation concern- 
ing the death of Aristobulus. 


Herod, too artful to rely on the | 
| patron; but Anthony appointed him 


merits of his iniquitous cause, and 


dreading the influence of Cleopatra, 
who had incensed Anthony against 


him, was greatly perplexed how to 
proceed at this critical juncture; but 
necessity soon dictated an expedient. 
Persuaded that it was in vain to dis- 
pute the will of the powerful Roman, 
5 appointed his uncle Zofeph re- 
gent, during his absence, and set 
out for Laodic ee 18 655 
Having on former occasions ex- 
perienced the prevailing influence of 
gold, he provided himself with a 
very considerable sum, repaired with 
confidence to Laodicea, and by means 
of an insinuating tongue, and that 
most eloquent ore, wrought upon An- 
thony, who exculpated him from the 
imputation, and gave him repeated 
tokens of his favour: nay, he even 
told Cleopatra, that it was beneath 
the dignity of a king, to render an 
account of his conduct to any. 
Herod having averted this danger, 
and secured his interest with Antho- 
ny, took his leave and returned 
home, where he trumpeted abroad 
the honours that had been conferred 
on him, and extolled the generous 
Roman above all the princes of the 
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earth. 15 775 E - $% Mien 2 4 ? L HERR es 
Soon after this transaction, the Ro- 
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I 
the sole possession of empire; so that 
Herod could not stand as an idle spee- 


VE Wore WET 


TT * 


both sides, till at length victory 
clared in favour of the Jews. 


V 


einne nsacuon, | after advanced wi 
man state was inyolved in civil broils, 


In consequence le 
marched back with his army, and 


— 


through the competitions between 
Ceſar Octavianus and Anthony for 


tator, after he had received so many 
Signal favours from the latter. 
Having therefore raised a very 
owerful army, he marched at the 
E of it to the assistance of his 


to proceed against the Arabians whom 
he deemed a false and faithless peo- 
ple. ee AD EAR ee e 

of this order, he 


advanced into Arabia with a consi- 
derable bo of horse and foot, and 


the natives Having intelligence of his 


motions were ready to encounter 
him. An engagement ensued, and 
was maintained with great fury on 


= 
Herod having now appeased his 


enemies at home, and secured his: 
interest abroad, returned to Judea,. 
where he was received with esteem 
. * Soon after this event, hatin : 


pened in Judea a most dreadful earth-- 


ö quake, which devoured a great num - 


ber of cattle, and caused the de- 


struction of above ten thousand per- 


sons, who were buried in the ruins 
of the houses that were thrown down. 
The Arabians availed themselves of 
this calamity that had befallen the 
Jews, for when the latter compelled 
by their distresses, sent ambassadors 
to sue for peace, they not only seiz- 
ed and put them to death, but soon 


. » 
ith-an army against 
the Jews. AE tms 3207) nin 
| | This 


_ 


This change of affairs greatly dis- 


pirited the ſews, but Herod by an 
animated speech dispelled their fears, 
_ revived their courage, so that they at- 
tacked them again, obtained a com- 
' plete victory, and forced them to put 
themselves under his protection. 
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ROD'S LATE SUCCESS FOLLOWED 
"BY THE DEFEAT OF ANTHONY HIS 
- PATRON. AT THE BATTLE OF ATI. 
- UM. THROUGH JEALOUSY, HE CAUS« 
ED THE DEATH OF HYRCANUS. SUB- 
'  , MISSIVELY APPLIES TO CASAR, WHO 
NOW ASSUMES THE SURNAME OF 
_ © AUGUSTUS. MEETS WITH A FAVOU- 

*RABLE RECEPTION, AND IS CON- 
FIRMED IN THE GOVERNMENT OF 
' {JUDEA, GREATLY PERPLEXED BY 
iN TIC, /GRIEVANCES ON HIS RE- 
URN. ATTENDS C SAR A SECOND 


ME.  PROCURES THE DEATH OF 


MARIAM NE. HIS HORRORS OF CON- 

*SEIBNCE CONSEQUENT. THEREUPON, 
Is SEIZED, WITH. A.. TERRIBLE.,,DIS- 
"EASE. ERECTS A, MOST MAGNIFI- 
"WHICH is THE LAST MEMORABLE 
© OCCURRENCE IN THE HISTORY, Or 
TR JEWS PREVIOUS TO THE IN. 
 ®CARNATION er THE BLESSED JE- 
COPE. SF 7 


the ambitious Herod; but this 


sunshine of prosperity was soon eclip- 


sed by a disaster that had well nigh 
having been defeated at the memora- 
ble battle of Actium, by his compe- 
der the most alarming apprehensions, 


7 114 
11 


resolution. 


he sent by Dofitheus, whom he 
| thought he had secured in his inter- 
TEN l est; but the traitor betrayed him to 
THE late victory highly gratified | “ 
| | of Hyreanus more open to the world, 
| enjoined Dositheus to silence, bade 
him carry the letter to Malchus, who 
would not fail to 
swer, which when he had got, he 
ordered to be brought to him. 
Dositheus hastened to Malchus; 
and having delivered Hyrcanus's Tet- 


: A'COMPLETE Son 


lest the 8 should deprive 
him of his ki 
espoused the cause of Anthony. 
This consideration excited his jea- 
lousy, and reflecting that Hyrcanus 
was living, and that he was the only 
one of the blood royal, he determined 
Ito put an end at once to his life and 
his own fears. While he was rumi- 
nating on this horrid design, the very 
family of Hyrcanus furnished him 
with an opportunity of executing his 


ngdom, for having | 


Alexandra daughter of . 


seeing her father careless and uncon- 


cerned at the miseries of his family, 


represented to him the disgrace of 
suffering the indignities which He- 
rod put upon them, and advised him 
to apply to Malchus, king of Arabia, 
who would not fail to assist him, add- 
ing that if Cæsar should call Herod 
to account for his former friendship 
to Anthony, which might reasonably 
be expected, the crown would cer- 
| tainly devolve to him. Hyrcanus at 
first turned a deaf ear to the sollici- 


CENT. TEMPLE. ON- His RECOVERY, | tations of his daughter, but her im- 


dortunity at length prevailed, and 
e wrote letters to Malchus, which 


„The king, to render the design 


give him an an- 


. 


. 


8 
ter, received an answer, which he 
immediately brought back to Herod, 
who sending for him, charged him 


: with holding a correspondence with 


the king of Arabia; and upon his 
denial, produced the letter of Mal- 
chus. Hyrcanus being thus self. con- 


demned, he caused him to be put to 


death in the eighty-first year of his 
age. 3 . „ ͤͤ ᷣò ᷣ OV 5 


Having thus ob viated all ground 


of suspicion on this quarter, Herod 
prepared to wait on Czsar, who with 


the assent of the senate and people | 


of Rome, had assumed the title of 
emperor, and surname of Auguſtus; 
the form of government having been 
legally changed, from a roptblic in- 


to a manarchy. Though he had no 
round to expect any indulgence - 


rom the emperor, he determined to 
apply to him: but lest his mother-in- 
law, Alexandra, might in his absence 
occasion some tumult, he committed 
the care of the government to his 
brother Pheroras, and secured his 
mother and wife in such a manner as 
to prevent any quarrels that might 
arise between them, as he knew they 
were actuated by a most implacable 
_ aversion to his condua. 


After the necestary precautions, he 


hastened to Rhodes to meet Augus- 
tus, where, upon his arrival, in due 
deference: to the emperor, he took 
up his crown, and laid it aside. He 
was recerved with, great conttesy, and 
emboldened thereby, frankly repre- 

zented to Cæsar, that he had retamed 
a friendship for Anthony, assisted 

him with money and provisions, and 
was ready to sacrifice his life and for- 
tune in his interest; but as the face 
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a manner as he 


services. 5 


expected from this interview a very 


who not only 


5 
of affairs was changed, he Would serve 
him in an unfeigned and unreserved 

Fad done the other.. 
This address, so coneise and per- 
tinent, wrought so effeQtually upon 


Augustus, that he desired him to re- 
sume his crown, confirmed him in 


his kingdom of Judea, and received 
him into his immediate — 
assuring him, that he should hold 


him in equal esteem with Anthony, 


to whom he 


had done so many Signal 


Having thus obtained the favour 
and interest of the greatest monarch 
upon earth, he returned to Judea, 


loaded with honour and power, to 


the astonishment of the people,” who 


F 


different turn of affairs. 
Herod now found that 15 disor- 
ders prevailed in his family, through 


the instigation of his wife and mo- 
ther, who were so incensed at their 
confinement, that they reproached 
him to his face, | 


ecially Mariamme, 
upbraided him with a 
cruel design upon her life, but af- 


fected the utmost grief when he re- 


lated to her the success of his inter- 
view with Cæsar. 5 
This aversion tortured the mind 
of Herod; ambition dictated revenge 


to punish the woman pride; but 


love interceded in her behalf. Jea- 
lousy and love thus agitating his dis- 
turbed mind, his hatred at length 
prevailed, and he bad determined 
something fatal against Mariamne, 


if an accident had not prevented his 
purpose. F 


Hearing of the death of Anthony; 


and Cleopatra, and that Augustus was 


"or "TT possessed 


KY 
* 
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pooeeped of all! Egypt, he was ob- 


Cf AS 
lige 


dea, in his absence, he departed, and 


was honourably received by Cæsar, 


who conferred on him additional fa- 


vours, adding to his kingdom several 


places on the continent as well as the 


When he had waited upon Cæsar 


z 


as far as Antioch, he returned to Je- 


rusalem, where having wasted a year 
without being able to pacify his 
queen, he determined to chastise her 
at the expence of his own peace: 


As he had no just pretence for pro- 


ceeding against her, his sister fur- 
nished him with an accusation to 


_ take her off, by bribing Herod's cup- 


hearer, to tell him, that the queen 


Eonnpief him to poison him. 


Upon this Herod. calling a council 


of friends only, accused her of a de- 
sign to take him off, and being now 
determined in his revenge, upbraided 


her, in the vilest terms, to the gene- 
ral disapprobation of the assembly. 


After many struggles between con. 


science and passions, he commanded 


her to be put to death, and the queen 


received her doom with all the com- 


zosure of conscious innocence, and | 
with that intrepid resolution, which. 
virtue alone can inspire, gently sub- 
* mitted to the fatal stroke. | 


. * ” 


His very soul was now possessed 


with all the horrors of guilt, he 
called upon her name, but his cru- 


_ elty had deprived her of the power 


of a 


wering ; his griefs would ad- 


= 


d once more to attend him. 
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lence, whic 
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mit of: no allay; : the pursuit of glory 


ceased to be his delight; he supinely 


neglected his government, and was 
wholly absorbed in his sorrows. In 
vain, did friends invent amusements 


While the king was in this state 


of anxiety, the pestilence raged in 
Jerusalem, which swept away num- 
bers of people of all ranks and de- 
grees, and was looked upon as the 
just judgment of God for the mur- 
der of the innocent queen. f 


The king, over-whelmed with 
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Therefore committing the care of his 
family to Solemus, and vesting him 
with the government of part of Ju- | E 
to divert him; all sense of pleasure 
vas banished, and nothing remained 
but sad despair. 5 


grief, went into retirement, where 


in a few days he was seized with a 


dangerous disorder, that baffled all 


the art of his physicians, In this 


condition he languished some time, 


during which Alexandra attempted 


to possess herself of all the fortres- 


ses of .Jerusalem, which when Herod 


heard, he commanded her to be put 
San.” TOTES dd hq 

When he recovered from this dis- 

| temper, he practised every degree of 


3 


oppression and cruelty, that ambi- 
tion and malice. could possibly sug- 


gest, changed all the ancient laws 


and customs of the Jewish nation, 
for foreign inventions and ridiculous 


innovations, and, in short, incurred 
the ill-will and contempt of the peo- 
ple of Judea, 1 

During this scene of confusion and 
impiety, the N was afflicted 
with 2 amine, and 


esti- 
ler raged with „e 
violence a considerable time; howe- 
ver, having obtained a grant for the 


— 
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exportation of corn out of Egypt, it 
was equally distributed among the 
people, to their no small relief. 
This conduct of Herod in some 
degree, restored his character, and 


or THEH 


* * 


reconciled many of the people to his 


person and government. 


When this calamity was removed 
and he had recovered his health, he 


rebuilt a city, and erected a temple 


in it, which being dedicated to Au- 
As he 

ad performed many famous ex- 
ploits, he determined to erect a most 


2 pars he called Cæsarea. 


magnificent temple in Jerusalem, in 
all respects larger and more stately 
than the former. Accordingly, ha- 
ving by an elaborate harangue, 


brought the people to consent to the 


4 


. 


it was accomplished in about nine 


years, and six monihs, and dedica- 


1 


* 


1 As some of our readers may not have seen the parti- | 


culars to which we refer, they are reminded, that they are 
| ebe; Tamar? by the Evangelist St; Luke in his 
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This is the last 


Ca 


ted with all the usual forms and so- 
last remarkable occurs 
rence in the history of the Jews, pre- 


vious to the Incarnation op the Bles- 
sed JEsvs, except the extraordinary 


appearance of the Angel Gabriel to 


Zachariah the Priest, and the Holy 
Virgin: the particulars of which cir- 


cumstances being related at large in 


our Introduction to the LirE of 


CHRIST, are omitted in this place.“ 


Such was the state of the Jews at 


this memorable period of time, which 


according to the best Chronologers, 


fell out in the year of the world 


2 


4004, when Augustus Cæsar was em- 
peror of Rome, and Herod under 
the Roman state, had governed the 
kingdom of Judea, about twenty- 
en 7 © ng RL bed 
ts i 
5 Jö © bo SEDIGRS 
of his office in the temple, and predifted the birth of Ichs 
the Baptist the harbinger of our Blessed Lord, 
Wer predifled 40 the Blewed Virgin, the Incarnation ef 
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oe chapter, from which we learn that the Angel Gabriel the Son of God. 
. F.1D : 
4 12 i ge 7 1 \ 
MP gf | = I'S =. 
f 
+ 
: 5 \ N 
1 in 


/ 3 


hs - moſt expedient to carry on the 


* 5 


cerning the person of 


- 1 4 3 o : 


As the Account of Job refers not to 


- any particular Branch of the ſa- 


"ered Hiſtory, and it was deemed | 


Re- 


- datton with as great a to 


te connection f the reſpective Cir- 
ru mit ances as peli ble, we could not 


inert it in the Order in which it 
ſtands in the Bible, without inter- 
 rupting the regular Plan, and 


therefore preſume it moſt proper 


thus to preſent it to our Readers. 


7 ARIOUS have been the con- 


jectures of learned men con- 
ob, whom 
some suppose to have been descended 


from Nahor, the son Terah, and 
brother of Abraham, while others 
derive his origin from E/au, mags: 
is 


ning him to have been Jobab, 
4 grandson. But the most pro- 
able notion is, that he sprung from 


Abraham, by Keturah his second 


wife: as he is said to have been the 
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JB, with Remarks Practical and Explanatory. 


"py and most considerable man 
or opulence of all the inhabitants 
of the East, into which country 
Abraham sent his son by Keturah. 
That Job lived before the law, 
may be gathered from his offering 
burnt offerings in the land Where he 
resided; which offerings were for- 
bidden in any other place, than that 
which the land should chuse in some 
one of the tribes of //rael, That 
he lived after Jacob is evident from 
the character given him by God, 
That there was none like him on 


earth; for uprightneſs and the fear 


of Cod. 
Upon the whole, though the pre- 

eise time of Job's birth cannot be 

ascertained; yet there is an almost 


general concurrence amongst Com- 


mentators, that he lived in the time 


of the bondage of the Israelites in 


Egypt; some placing his birth in the 
same year in which Jacob went down 
into 7 and dating the begin- 
ning of his trials in the year that 
5 a Joseph 


Mꝛeep, camels, asses, and servants, 


— 


1 ob's life. ef 


Nor are there fewer opinions con- 
cerning the time of writing his his. tices, but such as were of the more 
tory; some affirming chat it was writ- 
ten after the death of Mo/es, who by 
others is supposed to have been the 


author of it. However, who was 
the compiler is a matter of no real 


importance, as the Book of Job gives 


the clearest and most extensive view 
of patriarchal religion. The reality 
of his person, the eminence of his 
character, his fortitude and patience 
in very great afflictions, his precedin 


and subsequent felicity are allowed 


dy all dWaes. | 
Some learned men indeed, and 
amongst the rest Grot1usand Le Clerc, 
imagine that this noble performance 
was written about a thousand years 
after the time in which Job lived, 
namely, in or near the period of the 
Babylonish captivity, alledging the 
frequent Chaldaic expressions that 
occur in it, that some passages are 
taken from the Psalms, Proverbs and 
Eeclesiasties; that there are more 
than a hundred words, partly Syriac, 
artly Arabic, that arenotto befound 
other parts of Seripture: which 
are all signs that the author lived in 
the latter time, when many words 
borrowed from the idioms of the 
neighbouring nations were admitted 
ins the Reber... 


very ancient times, chat in the in- 
ventory of Job's estate, no mention 
is made of money, but only of oxen, 


* 
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joseph died, being the twenty first of 
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| rected. 


e of this book hath all the marks 


the history, to observe. 


of the patriarchal times; otherwise 
the Jews, separated from, and raised 
in spiritual privileges above all other 


l | about a thousand years before Eze- 
It is one mark of the simplieity of )) TOI 6H Der 3 
Meer oral tradition of such a per- 
son could not have subsisted through 
so long a space of time, without 
appearing at last, as uncertain, as fa- 
bulons. There must therefore have 


is no mention in the Book of Job of 


SGrotius like wise confesses, that there | 


* 
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any law, or religious rites, but such 
as were traditional, nor of any points 
of history, nor any idolatrous prac- 


1 


ancient times before the Mosaic in- 
stitution. 5 . 

Schultens, an author versed in the 
oriental languages, affirms, that the 
of a most venerable and remote anti- 
quity. Job is also honourably men- 
tioned with Noah and Daniel, Ezek. 
xiv. 12.---20, From these remarks, 
it may not be unnecessary previous to 
our entrance on the particulars of 


ist. That he was as well as they, 
a person of distinguished pietyʒ. 

2d. That he was well known, and 
celebrated a such amongst the Jews, 
to whom EZekiel's prophecy was di- 


gd. That he must e r | 
of the seed of Israel, or like Noah, 


nations, would never have proposed 
to themselves one of their Gentile, 
uncircumcised neighbours of whom 
they had a mean opinion, as an exam- 
ple of the greatest piety, nor have 
admitted his history into their canon. 
If he was of the patriarchal times, he 
must have been at the distance of 


kiel. 8 A | : 


been some history of Job in Ezekiel 
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time; and as no other history, but them to. sacrifice to their justly of- 
that which we now have, and which | fended God; the good man himself 
has always had a place in the Hebrew | rising early in the morning, and: of. 
code, was ever heard of or pretend- | fering burnt-offerings for them ac- 
ed; this must then have been gene- cording to their number. 
rally known, and read as true and] The pious care of Job obtained 
authentic, and consequently must | the approbation of the Almighty, 
have been written near to the age in | who expressed his esteem of the same 
which the fact was transacted, and | at a time when. the; sons of God, 
not in future times when its credibi- | that is, the Angels came to present 
lity would have been greatly dimi- themselves before the Lord, at which 
nish ec. A time also Satan their adversary came 
In short if we would affirm, that among them, to seek an opportunity 
the Book of Job is one of the oldest | of doing them mischief. The Al- 
and noblest Books extant, we:should | mighty, to set forth Job as an exem- 
have the vote of the best critics, and | plary pattern of righteousness is re- 
the frame of the Book would justify | presented as thus interrogating the 
the assertion. 2 | great enemy of mankind. Haſt thou 
Job was a prince of the greatest conſidered my ſervant. Job, that there 
eminence, wealth, and authority | 2s none like him on the earth, a man 
among the people of the East; his exactly juſt, and one that feareth God 
stock was immense, consisting of se- and frunneth eit“ The malignant 
ven thousand sheep, three thousand | fiend,, unwilling to confess that Job 
camels, five hundred yokes of oxen served God from a truly pious prin- 
and five hundred she asses. He | ciple, and arrogantly desirous of in- 
had seven sons and three daughters, | sinuating that his obedienee proceed. 
who inherited not the virtues of their ed from a motive of self. interest, is 
father, being greatly addicted to sen- | deseribed as presumptuously reply- 
sual pleasure; for when they arrived ing. Doth Job ſerve thee, for no- 
at years of maturity, and were free | thing? .. Haſt thou net inclaſed him 
from his immediate inspection, they | on: all, fades, ſecured him, and all 
revelled in all the excesses of luxury | that ie hat from the reach of mis- 
and sportive deligbtis. ] | fortune. and danger; but withdraw 
When this behaviour was made | ty protection, and ſuffer him to be 
known to their pious father; fearful | afi:z&ed ; with, the loſs of the vaſt, 
that such a deviation from the laws. | wealth thou haſt heaped upon him, 
and practices in which they had been | and: he will cur/e \thee. to t face,” 
educated, would incurupon them the] The amen AFRO fs know- . 
divine Wrath and vengeance; che, ing the integrity of his servant, and 
kindly exhorted them to purify them-¶ that his example might have a pious 
selves by repentanee and the perfor-: effect upon others, exposed him to 


# 


manee-of such ceremonies, as were] the fiery; trial. Befold, says he, All 
then required; in order to prepare | hat he hath is in tha power, but pre- 


% 


Yume 
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fume- not to touch his perſon. The 
grand foe to the present and future 


happiness of mankind, who walketh 
about as a roaring lion seeking whom 
he may devour; having obtained this 
permission set his accursed instru- 

ments to work and tempted the good 
man even unto blasphemy, attack- 


He took an opportunity to begin his 
assault on the day that his eldest son 


was to entertain his relations. He 


had instigated the Sabeans, a neigh- 


bouring people descended from SHE b, 


grandson of Abraham by Keturah, 
to make an inroad upon Job's ter- 


ritories, Which they did with such 


fury, that but one servant escaped to 


bring the unhappy news to his mas- 
ter, which he did in this manner: 
hing, and the | 


Thy oxen were ploug 


Fell upon them, and took them away, 
have put all the ſervants io 
means destroyed them all; and that 
| the good man might not have time 


2 feeding by them, and the Sabeans 


and they 
the ſword, except myſelf." ] 
not time to reflect with himself whe- 


ther this might be the effect of com- to 
mon depredation, or a judgment | the last messenger had made an end 
upon him for the folly and wieked- | of relating to him the loss of his 
ness of his children, beſore this mes- 
senger was followed by another, who | horror related, That as his ſons and 
in the greatest consternation informed | daughters were eating and drinking 
him. That the fire of God was fallen 
from: Heaven, and had burnt up his | there came a great wind fromthe wil. 
fee and his ſervants, and conſumed | dernejs, and ſmote the four corners of 
them all, ſo that he alone was eſcaped | | 
i tante, and they were dead, while he 


This account was certainly very | Aimſelf alone eſcaped to tell him. 
This last account touched the good 
man in the tenderest part; the 


death of his children at one stroke 


20 tell him. 73 1 


shocking, and the calamity coming 
from Heaven, might give it the ap- 


pearance of à more immediate judg- 
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ment than the former; but before 


Job could ruminate upon the dire 


cause, a third messenger hastily ac- 
quainted him, That the Chaldeans 


2n three: parties had fallen, upon the 


camels, and carried them away, and 
put all his ſervants to the ſword, ex- 


| cept himpelf.. 
ed him with a train of complicated 
miseries, too great in all human pro- 
bability for human nature to sustain. 


Thus was Job «tripped of all his 


substance in one day; and he who 


in the morning was the wealthiest - 


man in all the East, was, before 
night, perhaps the most indigent 
creature upon earth. :; 
The accursed -fiend, however, 
finding this severe stroke ineffectual 
to accomplish his full desire upon 
righteous Job, determined to touch 
him in a more sensible part, and to 
come as near him as the bound pre- 
seribed by the Almighty would per- 
This prince of the air therefore, 
raising a very great storm, threw 
down the house, where Job's chil- 
dren were feasting, and by that 


to digest his former losses, before 
camels, another afrived, and with 
wine in their eldeſt. brother's houſe, 


the houſe, and it fell upon the zn habi- 


could 


— 
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could not but affect 1 deeply, n 
was the manner of their death ook 
_ afflicting, considering that it happen- | 
ed at a time when, they were very 
oY repared for so awful an event. 
ut these repeated and aggravated 
3 did not betray him into 
any irregularity of behaviour; the 
only vent he gave to his griefs was 
rending his mantle, the common 
token of affliction and sorrow in 
those eastern countries and early 
ages of the world; then deliberately 
following the other usual customs 
of mourning, he shaved his head, 
and in humb ble submission fell upon 
the ground and worshipped. © 
His misery could not render him 
| forgetful of bis duty, he therefore 
humbled himself under the divine 
. Hand, without whose permission he 


- well knew, none of these misfortunes 


could have befallen him. 


Thus to the great disappointment 
& the enemy of souls, righteous | 
Job stood the shock, and in devout 
_ acknowledgment of his own mean- | 
ness cried out, Naked came Tout of 
y mother's. womb, and naked all T 
tue common 


return to the earth, 
womb and mother of mankind. 


Then in resignation and -thank- | 
Faden for What he had received at 
the hand of God, though now de- 
_ —=—_ of afl, he gives up all for lost 

this world, and says, The Lord 


= ; and the Tord hath taken away; 
ed be the Name of the Lord. 
shone forth through his sufferings, 
Which, great as they were, could not 
Warp zum from his duty and obedi- 


des to his — Creator. He well 


virtue therefore 
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and the 


ward, enlarge 


knew that it was but Just, . he 

who gave, should have power to re- 

sume his grant whenever he pleased, 

. instead of cursing, as 

Satan had maliciously suggested he 
would, he blessed God for all his 
dispensations, and proved the fal- 


sity of Satan's nn decla- 


ration. 
But the restless fury of the i inve- 


| terate fiend, would not suffer him to 


suspend his attacks; for when the sons 


of God, or as before observed, the 
Angels again presented themselves, i it 
pleased the Lord to signify to Sa- 


tan, the inflexible integrity of his 


servant, who, though tried in the 
tenderest point, would not deviate 


from his duty, or even repine at 
what he thought the dispensation of 
a divine Providence. 

His piety in short appears in the 

midst of his trials, and his faith and 

ation must be deemed most ex- 
traordinary. The old deceiver how- 
ever artfu ly and maliciously observ- 
ed, that God had hitherto only per- 
mitted him to try him at a distance, 
insinuating, that if he might be al- 
lowed to touch his Perren, he wank 
still blaspheme. 

The Omniscient- being, | knowing 
that these exercises, though grievous 
to flesh and blood, would redound 
to his glory, and the real benefit of 
his servant, as well as determined to 
arm him with patience to bear them, 
and in the end to recompence all his 
sufferings with an extraordinary re- 
d Satan's commission, 
but yet with a limitation, "Behold 
* is in = l but ee not mas 
27e. TE <3 end 
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The busy tempter, exulting in the 


enlargement of his power, persuad- 


ed himself of the possibility of over- 
coming Job's virtue, and therefore 


immediately fell upon bim, while 


impressed with the sense of his late 


losses, and afflicted him with boils | 


and ulcers from head to foot. 
Never was human nature more 


disguised than righteous Job in this 


condition, his body being covered 
with loathsome excressences, not 
arising from a depraved habit of con- 
stitution, but inflicted by a malicious 
policy, which raised them to the 
bo hest extremity of pain, in order, 


1 
if l ssible, to compel him to swear 
and blaspheme. Nor were his pains 


short and intermitting, but lasting 


_ 


and poignant, and to increase his mi- 


sery, the loathsome nature of his 
distemper not only rendered him 
odious to himself, but to all others. 

Thus was Job, though the greatest 
man in the East, of the strictest re- 
ligion and virtue, the patron of the 


fatherless and widow, the admiration | 


of the good, and the terror of the vi- 
eious and prophane, by the divine 


permission and the malice of the De- 
vil, at once reduced to the most indi- 


gent and deplorable cireumstances, 
stript of all his substance, bereaved 
of his children, seven sons and three 
daughters, and soon after seized with 


ks 1 


a most nauseous and painful disease 


From head to foot, which rendered 
him the most shocking spectacle of 
sorrow and wretchednes. 
Ihe country, so far as the fame of 
his religion and grandeur had spread, 
could not but hear his melancholy 
story with wonder and astonishment. 
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The religious might be inlined to 
conclude, that such signal and sud- 

den calamities could be no other than 

the judgments of God upon a man, 
y, had 
veiled a life of profaneness and de- 
bauchery. The wicked doubtless 


who, under the mask of piet 


triumphed in his sufferings, as a jus- 
tification of their own corrupt prin- 
ciples and practices, and a demon- 


stration of the insignificancy of the 


strictest regard to God and his wor- 


His relations and acquaintance; 
struck with horror and aversion to 


such a despicable vile, and abandon- 
ed creature, would not -own him. 


The wife of his bosom treated him 
with unkindness and neglect. The 
basest of men broke in upon him like 
a legion of fiends, made his afflic- 


tions their sport, treated him with _ 


all manner of indignities, calumnies 


and slander, and even spared not to. _ 


spit in his face. 5 
Scarce ever were the feelings of 
the human heart oppressed with such 
a complicated load of grief; scarce 
ever was a profession of religion $0 


much exposed to censure, reproach 
| I 


and insult. | * 

In this situation, as he was pro- 
bably Fan out his supplications 
to Heaven, 


goodness, in words to this effect: 


Will you bleſs God, when he ts deſtroy- 


ing you Mill you call upon him, and 
belt 


eve he is good, when he hath ruin- 


ed your eſtate and family, and in ſpite 


of all your ſubmiſſion is laughter in 
your hols: and within a ſtroke T 


your life ? 
"mo OI 


is wife spared not to 
reproach him with his proposterous 
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But Job returned no other than a 
mild answer,. as became a good man 


and an affectionate husband. Tou 
ſpeak not lite yourſelf, but as a wo- 
his conscience, in order to bring him 


Gad ſhould always ſmile upon finful 


man void of underſtanding. It is fit 


creatures ? Shall we Jay, he is not 
Juſt when he brings us into affliction? 
Me receive what pleaſeth us with joy, 


and it is but reaſonable that we' re- 


cetve what is ungrateful with compo- 


ure and refignation'; ſeeing both 
come from the ſame wife and ſove- 


reign diſpeſer of all events. 


Thus did the Almighty preserve A 


and support his eminent servant un- 
der the loss of his estate and chil- 
dren, under the extremity of his 


pains, the desertion of his friends 
say any thin 
servants, and the provocation of his 


and relations, the negle& of his 


JJ 6a tions oa = 
The steadiness of Job's mind was 
more severely tried by his three 


friends, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bil- 
dad the Shuhite, and Zophar the J 
into a torrent of the most bitter re- 


Naamathite, men of the same rank 
and piety, who dwelt in some of the 


adjacent provinces, and in whose fa- 


miliarity he had probably been long 
Ihe report of his sufferings, of the 
ruin of his character, and the wound 


thereby given to religion, 1 


reached their ears, they agreed wit 
a sincere intention to join their en- 


deavours in administering the only 


advice and consolation, they appre- 


 - Hended his case would admit; for 


as their suspicions were strong, and 
bis calamities carried evident marks 
of divine inflictions, they had the 


same opinion of them with the rest 
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of the world, and believed they were 
the just judgments of God upon an 
hypocrite, they determined by all 
means to fix a sense of guilt upon 


to true repentance, and so to a solid 
interest in the divine favour and 
Dleizing e 

But when they were come, and 
had found their late flourishing, ho- 


2 5 
> * # 
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' nourable and highly esteemed friend, 
reduced to the state of a most loath- 


some and miserable wretch, that 
was sitting among ashes, they were 
astonished beyond expression, and 
being confirmed in their evil suspi- 
cions, though they sat with him on 
the ground; yet as their bad opi- 
nion of him would not allow them to 
comfortable and en- 
cou raging, they kept silence for se. 

V 
The sight of his old acquaintance, 
and their unfavourable manner of 
condolence, raised his passion of sor- 
row to such a piteh, that it burst out 


flections on the day of his birth, 
wishing it had been struck out of the 


number of days, or rendered as odious 


and detestable to all others, as it was 

eee 2 Bone 1 I £ ho 5 
Upon this Eliphaz, probably the 

oldest and ee eee of the 


| three, addressed himself to Job, and 


in the softest manner opened their 
sense of his case; namely, that in 
their apprehensions of his case, he 
had been very defective in the cha- 
rater to which he had pretended; 


that great sufferings must be the pu- 
nishment of great sins; and that they 


could recommend him to no other 
. „„ . wenod 
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method of regaining his former peace 


and prosperity, than repentance and 
seeking unto God for pardon. In 
short they plainly declared, that they 


judged he had been a very wicked 
man, and that his calamities were 
an evident indication of the divine 


wrath against him as such, endea- 


vouring by that means to extort a 
confession of guilt from him. 


But the pious though alflicted pa- | 


triarch immoveable in his sincerity 
to God, and innocence to man, flatly 


denied their insinuations, and this 


is friends, which as is common in 


een ee dispute between him and 


such cases, was carried on with a 


growing warmth and eagerness on 
both sides; and on both sides might 
occasion some expressions too severe 
and exaggerating. 7 as 


His friends argued from expe- 


rience, and what they had observed 
to be the usual method of divine 


Providence, they had seen many in- 
stances of wicked men, or of those 
who had passed for such, remarka- 
bly ua erf and hence they had 
formed to themselves a general max- 


Im, that where they saw great wret- 


chedness and the acutest- sufferings, 
there must be crimes proportionably 
ghar tote Heb nk. YÞ4 

To this Job opposed, likewise ob- 
servation and experience; and shew- 


ed, that the rule of judging they had 


formed to themselves, was by no 
means right or without exception, 
observing that good men were some- 
times afflicted, and the wicked flou- 
rishing and happy; and that for the 
most part the good things of this 
life were dealt out promiscuously; 
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| that this was more especially the case 


in times for war and pestilence, and 
such other calamities, where the 
good and bad fell undistinguished. 
To all this he added, that it was a 
very hea vy aggravation of his misery, 
to hear his friends so well acquain- 


ted with him, persons of sense and 
distinction, charge him with crimes 
which his soul abhored, and of 
which God who had afflicted him 


knew that he was innocent. 


To him he was ready to appeal, 


though he did not know why he ha 


and Still adhere in life and * 
0 


dealt so severely with him: 8. 


strongly did Job assert his integrity, 


that his friends, though perhaps 
not convinced, were however put to 
silence. Ka, HE 
During 


understanding, who acted as mo 
tor between t 
parties very freely and judiciously. 


He charged Job with no crime as 
the cause of his afflictions, but seem- 
ed to think he had not managed the 


dispute about them, with so much 


calmness and submission to God as 
became his piety. He also endea- 
voured to convince him by argu- 
ment drawn from God's unlimited 
sovereignty and unsearchable wis- 


dom, that it is not inconsistent with 
his justice to lay his afflicting hand 
upon the best and most righteous of 
men; adding that it was the duty 
of all men to bear such exercises, 


when any befal them, without mur- 
muring or 1 and to acknow- 
ledge the justice o 


God therein. 
1 Job 


| this argument between 
Job and his friends, there was pre- 
sent one Elihu, a young man of: 8 ä 

ra . 5 


m, and censured both 


Job heard all this with great at- 
tention, but made no reply, probably 


might have extorted from him. 


Wpben they were all silent, the 
Lord himself took up the matter, and 


out of the whirlwind directed his 


speech to Job, wherein after the 
. | hotd! I am vile and contemptible in 
my of thee. 


| anſwer thee? I will lay my hand up- 


most striking disposition of the works 
of the Creation, he effectually con- 


vinced Job of his own weakness and 


ways and designs of his mysterious 


This speech of the deity, contained 


9 


ch. 38, 39, 40, 41. most inimita- 


ly. grand and sublime, representing 


tze vast extent of the divine wis- 
dom and power in the formation of 


the universe, shews. WV! 
Ist. That all things in the sky, 
the air, the earth, and the sea, are 
| E and disposed in a manner 
far beyond the reach of human rea- 


*. 
- 


son, wisdom, or po -wer. 
not qualified to dispose of himself, or 
| 8 other being. That God may 

have wise and good reasons for his 
ways, works, and dealings with us 
which we cannot comprehend; and 
therefore it is our duty, in all cases 
to acquiesce and submit. 


1 
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natures and instincts to animals, can 
give being and life, when and where, 
and in what degree he pleases. 1 
Ath. That he is present to care 
for, sustain and direct every living 


thing, and therefore that we ought 


gd. That he who has given various 
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lest he might be drawn to utter some | 
- unguarded expression, which the 


bard treatment of his: three friends 


1 


ad. As a consequence that man is 


of any of his inflictions. 


- 5th, That the wisest of men should 
be very cautious and modest in cen- 


to trust in him for a happy issue out 


suring the ways of Providence. 


These salutary effects seem to have 
been produced in holy Job in a most 
remarkable degree, nor can any 
thing display a genuine humility 
more forcibly than his address, Be- 


on my mouth. Once have I ſpoken, but 
[ will not anſwer ; yea, twice, but 1 
will proceed no further. 

He then proceeded to a more am- 
ple confession of the supremacy, 
power, and wisdom .of God, to this 
effect. I know thou canſt do every 
thing; and that no thoughts can be 
had from thee, Well mighiteſt thou 


aſk, who: he was that darkened caun- 
ſel by words without knowledge? 1 


am jenfible, I have uttered what 1 


underſtood not, things too wonderful 


for me, which, I \knew not. But 


henceforward I defire to learn of 
tee; therefore hear I beſeech thee 
ven 1 ſbeak, and declare unto me 
' what I aſk. Thave heard of thee be- 


fore, by the hearing of the ear, (which 


| 2 me but a diſtant knowing of thee) 


ut now 1 have obtained a more clear 


and certain apprehenſion of thee, for 
| mane eyes have ſeen thee; wherefore I 
| abhor myſelf for what I have done 
ami ſs, and repent in duſt and aſhes. 


This free and humble acknow- 
ledgment of Job, was so pleasing in 


the sight of God, that he graciously 


condescended to declare himself in 


Boon XI. 


his favour against his friends, who 
by their hard censures and bitter re- 
flektions, instead of being his com- 
forters, had proved his tormentors. 
The address of God was to this 
effect, as particularly directed to El- 
phaz the Temanite. My warmth 1s 
Faded againſt "thee, * and. thy. tuo 
friends, for ye have not ſpoken of me 
the thing that is right, as my ſervant 
ob hath. e cap now take ſeven 
bullocks, and ſeven rams, and go to 
my Jjervant Job, and offer up for 
your ſelves a burnt offering; and my 
fervant Job ſhall pray for you; for 
nis prayers will I accept; teſt I deal 
with you as you deſerve, for not 1 
ug the truth as my ſervant Job doth. 
- His friends, alarmed at the threat- 
nings of an offended God, with all 
haste prepared a sacrifice to appease 
the divine vengeance; and when it 
Was presented, God was pleased to 
* Job's intereessions for them. 
After this, God was pleased to con- 
sider the afflicted state of his servant, 
and to reward his faith and piety 
with a more ample fortune than he 
possessed before his severe trials; 
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respect, excepting that of his children; 
for he had fourteen thousand sheep. 


2+ 2 — 


of oxen, and a thousand she asses. 


_ He had also seven robust sons, 
who with three beautiful daughters, 


graced his table every day, and re- 


doubling his former stock in every 
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mong their brethren, 8 

No sooner was the fame of Job's 
recovery, and the restoration and ad- 
dition of his fortune spread abroad, 
but his friends and acquaintance fram 


all parts, came to cohgratiilate him 


stances. Nor did they come empty 
handed; for every one brought hins 
a valuable present; and to make his 
terrestrial happiness still greater, God 
blessed him with a prolongation of 
life beyond the common extent of 
those times; for he lived an hundred 
and forty years after is suffetings; 
| which made his age above two han- 
; dred years, so that he saw an increase 
of his family to the fourth generation, 
and expired with the utmost compor 
sure and resignation, not doubting of 
being made a partaker of the inheri- 
tance of the faithful. TOY 
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ceived an extensive inheritance a- 


upon this happy change of circum | 
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Ti instruQions 3 5 
| signed in the book of Job. 
mig ht not be so well understoo In; 
- ther age of the world; namely, that. 
| great sufferings are not always an ar- 
Zument of great sins, but that very 
ood men may be very much afflicted | 
inthis world; that therefore we should 


not censure any under calamities; be 


the hand of God ever so apparent, 
unless the crime be likewise certain 
and apparent. That we ought not to 


complain of God in any condition, 
1 will, 
who never doth any thing without 
reason, though, we cannot always com- 
and receiving the 
s of his wise coun- 
sels, and bclieving that all will at the 


but meekly submit to his 


Prehend it, h 
unsearchable dept 


last turn to our advantage, if like his 
servant Jb., we preserve in faith, 
hope and patience. 
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- Practical and. SIR on l Case wa”. 
- Character ol JOB. . on Ry 


| 


his was Job's real Charafier, 1 


though not without errors. 


No er- 


0 


ror can be discovered in his behavi- ; 


our, but those to which he was pro- 
voked by the uncharitable censure 
of his friends. Thus he was put up- 
on too frequent and too strong jus- 
» tifications of himself, being withal . 


_ extremely Perplexed to give a php 7 


| 1 3 ect ; why God 
| afflicted him so severely. 


God in the issue, satisſied him that 


| he had great and weighty reasons; 


and in particular by... doubling his 
PIR; that he designed to make 

im a pattern of patience and re- 
ward. Whence we may learn, that 
under the severest visitations, the 
Lord is very compassionate and mer- 
; ciful to the sincere and upright soul, 
and will amply eu in a fu- 
| WE State. 

Thus the great point in religion, 
before dark and doubtful, relative to 
the Providence of God, and the suf- 
ferings of good men, is cleared up 
with such evidence, as can no where 
else be found, but in the  gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

Though this point might not be 
so well understood, before it was thus 
illustrated, yet there are several im- 
portant articles of religion of which 
Job and his friends, and doubtless 
many others, had very just and clear 
conceptions; as the 1 rk and per- 
fections of God; that we receive 5 
from him, the author of our being, 


| and dis a of all events; that he 


orders all things in Heaven 
and 


sees an 


* 


and earth; that there can be no ini- 


quity with him; that he is the friend 
and patron of virtue, and hates, and 
will punish vice and wickedness; ne- 


vertheless, that he is merciful and 


gracious, and will certainly pardon 
and bless those, who sincerely repent 


of their sins, and return unto him: 


that he is to be supremely reverenced 
and worshipped, as the sole sovereign 


of the universe, by prayers and sacri- 
fices, by purity and integrity of heart, 
by justice in all our dealings, by acts 


of charity, goodness and benovelence 
to others, particularly to the e e 
and indigent; by temperance and so- 


briety, curbing irregular desires and 


appetites; that men should not be 


elated and puffed up by large pos- 
sessions, nor put their trust in riches; 
that they should avoid idolatry; that 
they should not wish evil to an ene- 
my, nor rejoice in his misfortunes, 
much less think of murdering him; 


that they should abstain from adul- 


tery and fornication, from theft, ra- 


pine, and deceit; for the punishment 
of which crimes he mentions: judges 
in his days, and was himself one of 
WE Sn 

These and such like principles are 


* 


allowed, both by Job and his friends, 


and therefore were the religion of 
the Patriarchs, as indeed they are the 
Pen of true and acceptable re- 
igion in all ages and parts of the 
ois i its 


Further, we may venture to affirm, 
that the religious in the preceding as 
well as subsequent ages, entertained 
the faith and hope . a future state. 
This has been the peculiar belief of 


all nations, from time immemorial; 


1 
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and it is scarce credible in the nature 
of the thing, that the greatest hap- 
piness of this life, which might at any 


uncertain time, and at length, would 
infallibly and totally be demolished 
by death, should ever become a so- 
lid principle of religion, considered 


E hn OY 


tue. ET 
However, it appears, that Job ex- 


pected a future world, for he had hope 


with regard to his condition, but not 


certainly refer to the day of judg- 
ment. : | 5 Fs 


resurrection, as appears from chap. 


all he live again? Or ſhall a man 


wall patiently wait all the days of the 
| time thou ſhalt be pleaſed to appoint, 


till my renovation Mall come. 


| after his skin, his body also was de- 


destruction, so as to be a man pros- 


had this been his fixed belief, his fre- 
quent wishing for death, would be ut- 
terly unaccountable, his tragical com- 
plaints ridiculous, and his despair of 
health and happiness in this world, 
a palpable contradiction. | 


. doarine of a future state, we must 


allow : 


as the sole reward of piety and vir- 


in this world; therefore his hope 
must be in a future state. As he ab- 
solutely des paired of any temporal de- 
liverance; the hope he entertained 
of his innocence being cleared, must 
He had moreover a notion of the 
| xiv, ver. 12. So man heth down; and 
r1/eth not, till the Heavens be no more; 
they ſhall not awake, nor be raſed out 
of their ſleep. ver. 14. Va man die, 


live again after he his dead? Then 1 
l 5 to Job's expression, 


stroyed; how could he outlive this 


| 8 and happy again in this world? 


Upon the whole, if we set aside the 
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upon the latter, those who . e 
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represented his dealings with man- 
kind; but as the approbation of an 
all. wise judge has been pronounced 


the words of eternal truth, need no 


doubt, by these strictures on the 
book of Job, that in the patriarchal 
age, there were persons eminent for 

ety and virtue, who worshipped 


the living God, and enjoyed extraor- 


dinary communications from him; 
but that many were of a different 
character, wicked and ungodly men, 


and that idolatry, captivating the 
minds of the ignorant, weak and 


vicious, spread so fast, that it threat- 


ened tlie total destruction of the 


knowledge and pure worship of 
God. * ; A PR Re . 1 
although life and immortality. are 


known from the beginning, 5e the 
coming of the ever blessed Redeemer 


of the world. So. that we may take 


it for a good rule, that the words 
Life and Salvation, in the Old Tes- 


. tament, may be understood of a ſu- 
ture Life and Salvation, when the 


context will admit of such an inter- 


pretation. 


As che book of Job is fraught 


2 


N.. 


* 


other demonstration of the certainty | 

_ - of a future state of reward and pu- 
VV | 

It is therefore presumed, that we 

have rendered it evident, beyond a 


brought into the fullest light by the 


allow, that Job's friends spoke more 
worthily of God, vindicating his Pro- 
vidence in the exact distribution of 
good and evil in this life, and that 
Job, who asserted the contrary, mis- 


These instances may satisfy us, that 


in the same distressed, afflicted con- 


language. 


þ 


his innocence, but on his since- 
, rity. TW, f 1 5 | 3 


timent in their followir 


„* 


with peculiar expressions, and has 


therefore afforded great scope for the 
jest and ridicule of infidels, it may 
not be unnecessary, nor impertinent 
on this occasion, humbly to offer 


some considerations that may direct 


the devout believer in the understand- 


ing of it. . 
Ist. He that would rightly explain 


and fully comprehend this book, must, 


as much as possible, imagine himself 


4 


- ed. It must be observed to recon- 


eile every circumstance, that though 
every daring thought or ardent ex- 


pression, which occurs inthe speeches 
of this afflicted and exasperated man, 
is not to be vindicated; yet as he was 
a great man and a prince, he may be 
allowed to use bold and animated 
34d. We shall certainly judge amiss 
#0 think every — — 


will not suit with the politeness of 
our manners, and the prevailing mode 


of expression with us. . 
th. In judging of the character 
of Job, we must set the noble strains 
of his piety against the unguarded 
expressions of his sorrow, and re- 
member, that he insists not only om 


F 


5th. We must observe, that when 


r friends encouraged him to hope 
e to hope 


or a temporal deliverance; Job 
N e of it, and expected his bodily 
tsorder would terminate in death: 
though in the inereasing heat of the 
dispute they seem to drop this sen- 
ng answers, 


as if they supposed Job to be too bac 


for 


- > 


for any favour from God; the good 
man however hoped, that his cha- 
rater would be cleared in the day 
of judgment, though he was greatly 
concerned it could not be cleared 
V 5 
6th. It also is worthy our observa- 
tion, that after a life spent in the 


most conscientious performance of 
the divine commands, his reputation 


should sink in the opinion of his nea- 
rest friends; and his sufferings excite 
the reproaches of the ignorant and 


prophane upon his religious profes- 


sion. These considerations touched 
him to the heart; exasperated all his 
sufferings, and caused him often to 
wish, that God would bring him to 
his trial here, in this life, that his 
integrity might be vindicated, and all 
friends and enemies might understand 
the true end and design of his suf 
ferings, so that the honour of reli- 
gion might be secured. ; : 
7th. In order to reconcile some 
passages which appear daring and 
presumptuous in mortal man, we 
must remember, that as he could only 
affirm his integrity, but could give 
no special . reason, why 
God should afflict him in a manner 
80 wo extraordinary, and beyond all 
receding cases, that were ever 
Los in the world; it very much 
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2 95 f 993, 
relates to this point, in which he 
wishes he could come to the dwel- 
ling place of God, (ver. g) and 
Spread his case before him, and argue 
it at large, (ver. 4.) for hehad turn- 
ed his thoughts every way and could 


make nothing of it, (ver. 8, .) only 
he was sure God knew he was an 


upright man, (ver. 10, 11, 12.) but 
(ver. 13.) he, that is, God is in one, 
Supreme above all others, absolutely 
entire, pes, e mind and design 
to himself, and none can turn or ob- 
lige him to alter his resolution. All 


that we can say is, that he doth what- 


ever 1s agreeable to his own wisdom, 
for (ver. 14.) what he hath resolved 
to inflict upon me, he hath accom- 
plished, and many such things he 
doth, of which he will not assign to 
man the reason. To the same purpose 
are we to understand this expression 
chap. xx viii. 2. He hath taken away 
my judgment, that 1s, the rule by 


| which I judge of my afflictions. This 
point, in reference'to God, Elihu tells 


him, chap. 33, 13. he had urged to 


no purpose, ſeeing he gives no ac- 


count , his matters, or vill not re- 


veal to us the secrets of his Provi- 


dence. 1 

8. In such a noble performance, as 
this Book has been allowed by the 
most learned and pious men in all 
ages; if any thing seems inconsistent 


perplexed and embarrassed his mind, 
and laid him under great disadvan- | 
tage in the dispute. It is on their 
account that we find him so desirous 
of coming to a conference as it were 
with his Maker, to know his mind 
and meaning. Chap. xii. ver. 2. 
She me wherefore thou contendeſt 
with me. The whole 23d chapter 
| 51 a 95 c 


or uncharatteristical, we should ra- 
ther suspect our own judgment, and 
attribute the fault not to the writer, 
but our understanding, remembering 
that such sense best agrees with the 

subject or point in hand, which 

stands in the best connection with 
the context. 3 
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APPENDIX. 


_ TO THE 


| HISTORY or THE HOLY BIBLE. 
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"NONTAINING: an account. of 
che Writers and Subjects of the 
several Books.in the Old Jestament; 
a brief view of the Jewish ritual or 
cetremonial law; demonstration of 


the fulfilment of many Prophecies 


relative to the person, coming, and. 
offices of the Mean; 
tion of the Old and New Testament, 
or harmony and agreement of the 


sacred Writers; excellency of the 
Seriptures, withs a bee | conclu- 
_ 125 9 5 HA . 
6 2 F 
cup 1 + 0" * it wok 7 | 
2 the 8 


lit of of the | 
ſeveral Books in the O 1 * oi | 


from the ROTOR: ba er 


E NN 
The, PEN TATEUGH. 


＋ HAT Moſes wrote- the : 
1 teuch or 1 con- 
| taining: the ſive first books in the Bi- 
Na we have the. same reason to be- 


; the connec- 


of 5 
B 00 JR XII.. a 
N 2 
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1; EVE... as we 3 that 1 wrote | 
the Iliad; namely, the Consent of 
the Learned in al Ages. . 
Ihe first of these books is Geneſis, h 
containing the only history of the 
world. from, the creation, down to 
Jacobs 1 into Egypt for te 
thousand nine hundred and net 


— 


eight year s. | 
2. Exodus, which is the history of 
| the departure of the Israelites out of 
Egypt, and of the erefting and fur- 
nishing of the tabernacle, 
3. Leviticus, in which are the laws, 
2 e e ular Jew- 
ish religion, and what C a. 
lated to the Levites. wk 4 
4. Numbers, begins with the num 
bering of the Israelites, after which. 


several laws and remarkable events 
1 are recorded... 

5. Deuteronomy is a repetition and. 
an abridgment of the law, with ex- 
þ hortations and * enforce he ö 


| . pl "x FH 
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bn wrote As last 
Deuteronomy, and the 
book of 7o/hua, containing an ac- 
count of his own acts, in conquering 
and dividing the land of Canaan; and 
Phineas the High-Priest might add 


Fe i 7 


the five last verses relating to the 


death of Jaſtua, and of his My 1 
Eleazer the High-Priest. 


The Book of Jupces. roi 


This book was certainly written 
before the second book of Samuel; 
compare 2. Sam. xi. 21. with Jud. 

Xi. 53. and before David had taken 
2 a 2 Fam. v. 6. Jud. i. 21. 
Samuel the Prophet or Seer, the last' | 
of the Jug es was an historian; 
Chron. xxix. Is and probably wrote 
the book of Judges: In it we learn | 
the great efficacy of religion to make 
a nation happy, and the dreadful] 
calamities 9 8 impiety og, on | 
its votaries. 

The author of the Epistle to the! 
Hebrews, points out some examples | 
of heroic and surprisingly successful 
faith in Gideon, Barak, Samſon, and 

Zephthah, whose history is recorded 
in this book. It consists of tiwo | 

arts, the one containing the history 
of the Judges from Othniel to Samuel, 
which part ends with the 16th chap- 
ter.; the other recounting several 

memorable actions, performed not 
long after the death of 7ehν,,&r is 
thrown to the end of the book that 
it might not inert the thread of | | 


2g. 


ApPENDIX TO THE 
f - 


dhe ok H. 
Ruth may be cee as an ap- 
pendix te the book of Fudges, and 
brings down the history to the times 
of Samuel, who probably was the au- 
thor of it, and draws the lineage of 
Judah down, to David, chap. iv. v. 
18. (ich Rödel tet unlikely 
that it was written after David was 
anointed by Samuel, 1 Sam. xvi. 


Here it may not be improper to 
observe, that Samuel was not only 
an author; but otherwise seems to 
have been a great promoter > of me} 
rature and religion. We never read 
of the companies, or colleges of Pro- 
phets till this time, and therefore it 
is by no means improbable that he 
erected them. They were semina- 
ries for the instruction of youth, in 
| the knowledge of the law, and for 
training them up in the exercise of 
piety; particularly in the singing of 
sacred ymns, in concert with the 
instrumental music 1 
| This in the gs: of bose 
times was prophesyin , 1 Sam. x. 5. 
1 Chron. i. 2, 3, 7. They were not 
| strictly speaking all of them Pro- 
phets, but upon some of them God 
bestowed the spirit of prophecy, or 
of predicting future events, 2 Kings, 
ii. 3. And we may reasonably sup - 
pose that most of the Prophets, pro- 
perly s called, came out of those 
| schools. : 
Amos excepts himself, chap. Vi. 

I was not a Prophet, neither. 


E 1 * — ge on, that is, Dis- 


. r e 
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* 3 the” scholars were called, | 
the 
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the Sons of the Prophets. As their 
head or governor, they had some ve- 
nerable, truly inspired Prophet who 
was called their father. Samuel was 
one, and perhaps the first of those 
fathers or governors, 1 Sam. xix. 
20. Elijah was another, 2 Kings ii. 
12. Eliſha came to Gilgal—and the 
Sons of the Prophets abere fitting be- 
fore him. The master or father sat 


above, and the scholars below before 


bim at his feet, 2 Kings 1. g. Anow- 
eft thou that the Lord will take away 
© maſter from thy head? or from 

the seat where he sat above thy head. 


> 


See As XXL -3.;; {1c 6 
They lived together in society, 2 


, Kings vi. 1. and when they had fi- 
nished their lectures, and religious 


exercises, were wont to eat together 


with their masters, 2 Kings iv. 38. 
This institution had a manifest ten- 


dency to advance religion and learn- 


Is ans ae 
The first book of Samuel was writ- 


ten before the first of Kings, and it 


is not unreasonably supposed, that 
Samuel wrote the first twenty - four 
chapters; and chat after his death, the 
history of David was continued in 

the first and second books of Samuel, 
by the Prophets Cad and Nathan, 
4 ran, mi, 20:1 nes 1 


These books contain the history 
of che kings of Judah and Israel, from 
Solomon to the captivity in Babylon, 
FN MEG Dag totys act tin POSTING 


3 * 0 
* © * 
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for the space of four hundred and 


1 


XL. 15, 


597. 


twenty-three years, | 
In this period were several histo- 


rians; for ve read of the book of the 


acts of Solomon, 1 Kings xi. 14. which 
acts of Solomon were recorded in the 
book of Nathan the Prophet, and in 


the prophecy of Ahzzah the Shilonite, 


and in the visions of Iddo the Seer, 
2 Chron. ix. 29. * 


This /d4do was employed, together 
with Shematah the Prophet, in wri- 


ting the acts of Rehoboam, 2 Chron. 
We also read of the book 
of 7ehu the Prophet relating to the 
acts of king 5 aphat, 2 Chron. 
xx. 34. And [/atah the Prophet 
wrote the acts of king Uzziah, BY 
Chron. xxvi. 22. And also of king 
Hezekiah, 2 Chron. xxxii. a2. 
It is also highly probable, that he 
wrote the history of the intermediate 
kings 2 and Aftaz, in whose 
reigns he lived, Jaiali i. 1. And we 
may well suppose, that all these his- 
tories added together make the two | 
bach oo 
Obser ve No writer of the 
history of the kings of Judah and 
Israel is any whe express! named, 
but his title is 7 given him as a 
prophet, or it appears from some 
other part of scripture, that he was a 
prophet. This quality of the writer 
was given to draw from us a propor- 
tionable respect, and induce us to re- 
ceive the history with that reverence 
h A IS 
The Prophets were the Jewish 
historians; therefore to the histori- 
cal books, Foſkua, Judges, 1. 2. 


Samuel, 1. 2. Kings, they give the 
N. e 3 1:1 6 


: » 


title of the former Prophets, as they 


gave the title of the latter Prophets 
to e ie Sc. Sc. 


The Book of 1 


This book was composed bys seve- 
: a authors, but chiefly by king 
David. 


Moſes composed the ninetieth 


i 288 when God had shortened the 
ives of the Israelites in the wilder- 


ness, as a punishment for their unbe- 


| liel. 


psalm Was indited soon after their 


transportation to the land of Baby- 


Jon, and captivity there; and the 
Hundred and twenty-8ixth upon their 
return out of it. 


Others were composed upon her 
occasions, as ma 


be seen in their 
titles (although ose are not sup- 
posed to be of the same authority 
with the text) or collected from the 
zense or scope of the psalßm. 

The book of Psalms is divided in- 


APPENDIX TO GW 


| and the most Sc instructions | 


The hundred and thirty-5eventh | 


a" 2 


10 five parts, The first reaches to the 


end of the forty-first psalm : the se- 
eond to the end of theseventy-second; 

the third to the end of the eighty- 
ninth : the fourth to the end of the 
one hundred and sixth: and che fifth 
to the end of the whole. 

The whole may be deemed a col 

lection of divine Odes, sublime and 
elegant, far beyond all human com- 
positions, consisting f the loftiest 
celebgrions of the divine praises; 


the most lively and fervent. devo- 


tions of rere thanksgiving, 
Prayer and su 
and trust in 


—o 


lication; faith, hope, 
od1 in r condition, | 


in every braneh of piety and vir- 
We: ©: 
The Wöbnget rei of this book 
hath a strong tendency to establish in 
our minds the principles of true wis- 
dom, even every right disposition 
towards God and man; and that pu- 
rity of heart, and serenity of mind, 
which is a fund of comfort and joy 
in the ways of God, and will animate 
us to walk in them with ee 
and delight. 5 A 

Moſes was the fist that composeg.- 
Sacred. hymns that we 1 Ex. 
xv. Deborah the next, Judg. v, and 
then Hannah, 1 Sam. ii. But Da- 
vid, an adinirable artist in musie, 


carried divine poetry and psalmody 
to its perfection; and therefore is 


called the feet Ejaimift of nete 
Sam. . 

He, doubtless by 
appointed the si 
select company o 


divine agthorey; h 
ogg of psalms bya 


kilful persons, in 


the solemn worship of the taber- 


nacle, 1 Chron. vi. 31, which * 


mon continued in the temple, 


Gen. v. T2; i f 
Hence the people became well ac- 
quainted with the songs of Sion, and 
having committed them to memory, 
were famous for melodious singing 
among the neighbouring oberes, . 
Psal. exxxvii. 3. | 
The continuance of mis buch 
of divine worship is confirmed by 
the practice of our Lord and the in- 
structions of the Apostie, Mat. xx vi. 
go. Ephes. v. 19. Psalm- singing 


in short is a part of christian wor- 


ship which ought to be supported, en- 


* and 9 in the most 
| | skilful 
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Skilful, harmonious and deyout man- 
ner. ER * 
These, together whh the deck of 
Job; of which we have treatedat large 
by itself, are the books that were 
Written before the founding of Solo- 
mom temple ; proceed we therefore 
to a review of those authors, who 
wrote from that period to the destruc- 
tion of the'temple.' Literature by this 
time had made à very considerable 
advance, probably by means of the 
schools of the Prophets. 5 
Solomon Was a reat writer, as he 
was endowed with an uncommon 
share of wisdom and understanding. 
He spake three thousand Proverbs, 
and his Songs Were a thousand and 
five. He spake of trees from the 
cedar that is in Lebanon, even unto 
the hyssop that springeth out of the 
Wall; he speak also of beasts, and 
of fowl, and of creeping things 


and of shes But of all his works 


Pg” "ONO Ee 


only three : are re taker rite? ck sacred 


6 "Ou, © | a 


* (STEP? 


\ Provenns. „ 


This dak consists of wwe most 
ee rules for the proper direction 
of life in religion and mortals, and 
is the most authentic and excellent of 
the kind that can be produced in an- 
N It may be divided into five. 

Parts. MOT 392 finn i R 

In the first part the tutor ale 
1 pupil admonſtions, directions, 
cautions, and excitements to the 
study of wisdom, chap. ist. to the 
„ee 26 bots 43 
a The Wren eonmlnernal PRI 
85 Solomon properly 80 called, be. | 
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tice, and ta 


HOL BIBLE. 5 599 
cause delivered in distinct, indepen- 


dent, general sentences, chap. 10th 


to the 22d ver. 17th. 


In the. third, the tutor? again ad- 


dresseth himself to his pupil, and 


gives him fresh admonitions to the 


diligent study of wisdom, which is 
followed by a set of instructions, de- 
livered in the imparative mood to the 
pupil, who is supposed, during that 
time, to be standing before him, chap. 
| 22, 18. 10 chap. 25. _ | 
The fourth part is distinguished by 
its being a collection of Solomon's 
we may suppose 
| out of a much greater number, by the 


Proverbs, selected, 


men of Hezehiah; pertiapsby the Pro- 
phet 7/azah, "Hoſea, and M:ca/, who 


all flourished in the days of Rae. 
kiak, and not improbably assisted 
him in his pious endeavours to restore 


true religion, 2 Chron. xxxi. 20. 21. 


This part, as the second, consists 


chiefly of distin, unconnedted. sen- 


tences, and reaches from chap. 13 | 


to CNAME: 
The fifth part contains a set of wise 


dbeervarithe and instructions, which 


| Agur, the son of Jabel, delivered to 

his pupils, Ithiel and Leal, chap xxx. 

The xxxi. chapter contains the fo 
ib 


| cepts which his mother, possi 
Jewish woman, 
neighbouring prince, delivered to Le- 


married to 3 


muel her son; being passionately so- 
licitous to guard him against vice, to 
establish him in the principles of jus- 
Pee bim espoused to a 


woman of the best qualities. 
These two chapters are a kind of 
Appendix to the Book of Proverbs. 
It is uncertain who Agur and the 
mother * Lemuet were” "7 
 EccLx- 


3 


— 


This book was written by the 
Preacher, the son of David, king of 
8 chap. 1. 1. That is to say, 
by Solomon (probably in the latter 
part of his life) the subject of it is, 
an enquiry into the chief good or 
happiness of man in this world. 


rss 


18t. He confutes the false opinion 

of those that place happiness in hu- 
man visdom or philosophy; the 
pleasures, amusements, or splendor 
of life; in honour, magistracy, and 
dominion; in riches or wealth; this 
in the first six chapters. e 
2d. He teaches, that true felicity is 
to be founded only in a serious regard 
to God and religion in the six last 
In both parts he intermixes several 
incidental reflections, which tend to 
. make us both wise and pious. 


I 


The whole admirably adapted to | 


; 


G of earth] things, and from a wrong. 
to a lawful use of them, without any 
offence to God, or damage to our- 
selves, till we arrive at a never dy- 
ERS... ett 


4 
* 
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The SoxnG of SoLoMON. 


The Song of Solomon, or the most 
excellent song, was composed by So- 
lomon; and it is a noble Epithala- 
mium, or marriage- 0 Ng, of the pas- 
toral kind, embellished with the most 
grand and beautiful images. 
In the letter it is allowed to be a 
celebration of the marriage of Solo- 


pon 


. 


draw us from the inordinate pursuit 


en to Pharaoh's daughter ; bar he 


"3; 6: bt BY 
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Jewish rabbies, and many of the 
christian fathers, have understood it 
as a spiritual allegory, representing 
the love of God, or according to 
christians, of Christ, to his church, 
which, in other parts of scripture, is 
represented as his spouse, Psalm xlv. 
10, &c. Hearken, O daughter, and 
consider, &c. ver. 19. The king's 
daughter is all glorious within, &c. 
This psalm David is thought to 
have composed upon the same occa- 
sion, namely at Solomon's marriage; 
wherein, as the bridegroom is 17 
supposed to be Christ; so his bric 

may well be supposed to be the 
church. 1 * 


John Baptiſt compares Christ to a 
bridegroom, John iii. 28, 29. And so 
doth our Lord himself, Matt, ix. 15. 
The kingdom of Heaven he compares 
to a sumptuous marriage feast, Matt. 
XXII. 8 ; bs 'E 3 


So also, Rev. xix. 17, xxi, 2. the 
marriage of ts lamb to his bride or 
wife, cloathed in ſine linen, (Which 

doubtless represents the christian 


church, in a state of purity) is spoken 


of St. Paul, in strong terms, such as 


Adam used when he was married to 
Eve, 1 Christ as a husband 
to the church, Eph. v. 25. So also 


2 Cor. xi. 2. I Ha eſpouſed you to 
one huſband, that I may preſent you 


as, a, chaſte virgin, to Ciera wy 


God is frequently set forth in the 


Prophets as the husband or bride- 


groom to the church, Isa. liv. g. Ix. 
10. Jer. iii. 20. Hosea, ii. 7. 16. 19. 
Hence, apostacy from God, very 
commonly represented as whoredom 


and adultery, both in the Old and 


All 
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All this is very just, and supplieth 


very instructive and comfortable me- j 


ditations ; the best *use therefore we 
can make of this elegant song is, 
thus to apply it to spiritual pur- 


poses. But the ideas which the scrip- 


tures gives us of God, or Christ's re- 
lation to the church, as a husband, 


are too general to serve as a key to 


the great variety of particulars in this 
poem, which therefore, as it is never 


quoted in any other part of scripture, 


can be reduced to no certain rule of 


interpretation; but must be left to 
every setious person's private judg - 


ment. 


Within this period were also writ- 


ten the Prophecies of Joel, Amos, 
Hoſea, Fonah, ata, Micah, Nahum, 


Jeremiah, Habakkuk, Zepharaah, | 


Obadiah. These before the capti- 


vity. During the seventy years cap- 


tivity;. Lamentations, Ezekiel, Da- 
niel, Eſther. After the captivity, 
Ezra, Nehemuah, Haggai, Zecha- 
ria, Malachi, 1 and 2 Chronicles. 


Tbese complete the Canon of the 


Old Testament. 


As it is of great use to the right 


understanding of the Prophets, to 


know the reigns and times in which 
they prophesied, and the particular 
occasions upon which any of them 
delivered their prophecies, we shall 
attempt to digest and range them in 


chronological order. 
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CHAP. II. 


. Prophets before the Captivity. - 


A BOUT twenty-six years after 
| the death of Eliſua the Pro- 


phet, 2 Kings, xiii. 20. Jonah che fon. 


% Amittai, the Prophet which was of 
Gatheper, was sent by God with a 


message of encouragement and suc- 


of Israel, 2 Kings, xiv. 25. This 
might 2 when Jongli was about 
: twenty, eig . years of Age. S 


Some time after Joel, Amos might 
begin to prophecy in the kingdom of 
Israel. It is certain that he did pro- 


Azariah king of Ju 
they were cotemporaries, chap. i. 1. 
I Ho long he continued is not inti- 

mated. He had no 1 5 eduea- 


cess to 7 the second, king 


Jox L. i. ii. iii. 1 
Joel at Jerusalem (Joel ii. 1, 15; 


17.) might prophecy before Amos at 
Samaria, Amos i. 1, 4. for Amos. 
| chap. iv. 7, 9. may refer to the de- 
vastation by Palmer - Worms, &c. and 
drought which Joel predicted, chap- 
i. 6, . However, as the 


sense of this prophecy in no part de- 


pends upon the time when it was de- 
livered, there can be no 1mpropriety 


in supposing that Joel prophesied 


about this time. 


AMOS L 9. 


zial or 


„in which 


phesy in the days 


| tion in the schools of Prophets. J 
We 4 (which _ 
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(which supposeth that other Prophets 
had) but was originally a herdsman 
and a gatherer of ſycamore fruits, or 
wild figs, chap. vii. 14. He had an 


express commission from God to pro- 


hecy unto his people Israel, v. 15. 
his book may consist of several dis- 
tinkt discourses, but as they are with- 
out date, we cannot assign the parti- 
cular times in which they were deli- 
vered. 4 2 * e 


"Hoſea is justly supposed to have 
been cotemporary with Amos. He 
prophesied against the ten tribes, or 
the kingdom of Israel, beginning in 
the reign of Jeroboam the second, 
and prophesying in the reigns of Uz- 


ziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, 


kings of Judah. He predicted the 

captivity of the ten tribes; and as 
that captivity happened in the sixth 
year of Hezekiah, probably he lived 
to see it accomplished by Shalmane- 
zer king of Assyria, which was ef- 
fetted at 64 years after the com- 


mencement of his prophetie office. 


This Prophet is commanded to 
take unto him a weife-of whoredoms, 

and children of whoredoms, Chap. i. 2. 
This might all be transacted in a vi- 

sion, in the council of God. See the 
eighth, ninth, tenth, and eleventh 
chapters of 'Ezehiel./ As it might be 
a parable, to be spoken as such tothe 
children of Israel. See Ezekiel xxiv. 
| de where that is ordered to be 


done as a fact, which was only to be 
spoken as a parable. But if the 


Prophet did really marry a lewd wo- 
man, who had children not by him, 


a 


but by some other man, this was no 
sin in him, who did it by divine com- 
mand, in order to explain to the Is. 
| raclites, their wickedness and the pu- 
EE RT ads 
The adulterous wife represented 
the Israelites, who by their idolatkeis 
had gone a whoring from God, their 
| own husband. The children which 
this woman bare are the ruinous ef- 


beet ol the idolatry of the children 
of Israel: the first bastard was called 


$ 


Jezreel, and denoted the vengeance 


| which God would take upon the 


house of Jehu, for the blood which 
he shed in Jezreel,. chap. i. 4. The 


* 
1 


* 


r 


— 


second was called Loruhamah, to 
denote that God would no longer 
spare the house of Israel, but take 
them quite away out of their land. 
The name of the third was Loammi, 
which signifies that the relation be- 
tween Cod and the Israelites was 
wi TT ET 

The Interregnum in Israel, prece- 
ding the reign of Zechariah, was. 


bloody strife for the crown. Pro- 
bably Zechariah gained it by cutting 
off competitors. Shatlum slew him, 
| Menanem slew Shallum, and all 
within the space of seven months. 
: To this sad state of things Hoſea 
may well be supposed to refer, chap. 
iv. 2. By ſwearmng, and lying, and 
| killing, and ſtealing, and committin 
adultery, they break out, and blood 
toucheth blood. Here therefore we 
may. place the fourth chapter of 


| 


2 


Joxan 


' doubtless a time of very great dis- 
order and violence, and of mucl 
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Jona is supposed by divines, to 


have been sent about the second year 
of Menahem, king of Israel, and 
-abaut the seventieth year of his age, 
to cry against Nineveh, then a great, 
| wealthy, populous and haughty city, 
the chief seat of the Assyrian empire, 
and the mistress of the world, which 
had long been remarkable for luxury 
and debauchery. By Zephaniah. it 


is called the rejoicing, or joyous city, 


Joo besent with a message of divine 


wrath, to such a place as this, could 
not but seem a frightful and danger- 
ous errand to Jonah, he saw how 
much the Isaaelites, God's own peo- 
ple hatedand persecutedthe Prophets, 
who reproved and threatened them. 


What then could he expett from that 


great and wicked city Nineveh, the 
head quarters of pride and sin? Fur- 
ther, * knew the Prophets, very 
much hazarded their reputation in 


the world, when employed in de- 
nouneing judgments; because God 


being gracious, was slow in executing 
them. 5 

On this account the Prophets at 
Bethel and 
abused and decried by insolent and 
rude infidels, who durst even profess 


to defire, or long for the day of the 


Lord, (Amos, v. 18.) in a confident 


- HOLY BIBLE. 
I must he, and the religion he professed, 
be exposed to public scorn and con- 


ds 


* no 


— —— dey 
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S ern, x; a ag 


erusalem were vilely 


609 
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This was What he particularly 
dreaded, chap. iv. 2. He was there- 


fore resolved to flee from the preſents 


of Jehovah, that is, to retire to somèe 
remote country beyond the sea. 
But he was stopt by a miracle, anc 
at length obliged to deliverthedolefy [ 
message, Yet forty days, and impeni- 
tent Nineveh ſhallbeoverthrown. Con- 
vinced of his miraculous mission, the 
king proclaimed a fast, and enjoinec 
all the usual form of repentance; an 
God repented of the evil, which he 
had ſaid he would do unto them. 
It is very propable that the idola- 
trous Priests, the astrologers, sooth- 


sayers, and magicians, who must be 
numerous at Nineveh, as well as at 
Babylon, (Isai. xlvii. 13. Dan, ii. 2.) 
| would zealously endeavour to divert 
| the king; when the first fright was 
over, fromattendingtoa message from 
3 soon as they possibly could, 


efore the forty days were expired. 


They would naturally represent Jonah 
to the king and all 10 as an 


impostor, and insinuate to them, that 

the prediction was false and would 

JJ 
This must give the Prophet, who 


' was zealous for the glory of the God 
| of Israel very great uneasiness, inso- 
much that he wished for death, chap. 
iv. 23. as Elijah in a case somewhat 


Persuasion, that it would never come, similar, had done before him, 1 Kings 
and dared to challenge the Almighty xix. 4. ee 

to. hasten his work. (Isaiah v. 19. If | The question of Jehovah, Jonah 
this should be Jonah's case, at Nine- | vi, 4. which we render, Doft thou well 
veh, what could he expeR; but to'be to be angry? Should have been ren. 


torn in pieces for an impostor? How | dered, Art thou very much grieved? 


3 
en Ges 


_ + Pul the king of Assyria, who came 
. 75 the land of Israel in the reign 
Of Menahem, 2 King xv. 19. is sup- 
posed by archbishop Usher to be king 


of Nineyeh to whom Jonah was sent. 


Ful then had no design to make a con- 
quest of the land of Israel; we can 


ria, Which lay to the extent of about 
three hundred miles, between his do- 
minions, and the land of Canaan, to 
strike at Israel, but that he did it in 
revenge for the supposed insult which 
Jonah had offered to him and his 


Is AIAE vi. 2, 9, 4; 8. 


Isaiab, the brightest luminary of 
: e justly called the 
_ evangelical Prophet, because he 
; nite so much and so clearly of 


king Uzziah died, chap. vi. 1. and 


reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Heze- 

| Bab. f * alis 
prophesied, when Merodah Baladen 

sent his embassy to Hezekiah in the 


Christ, 714, hence it evidently fol- 
lows, that he prophesied forty-six 
TV Eo oi rt nd: Þ 
The first chapter, by reason of the 
be judged proper to stand in the 
front 


4 
= 


— 


r * 
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As it appears from the history, that 


7 00 reason, hy he should march 
Bis army over the kingdom of Assy- 


Christ, began to prophecy in the year 
prophesied in Judah in the successive 


He was certainly alive and | 


14th year of his reign and before 


pond and spirited exordium might 


the book; but it gives such 


martyrdom, 55m dg ale this dae, by being cruelly 

n. to-which the author of the is up- 

£ % — * 1 8 7 on. eh : th: wap 3 
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presumed that this is the 
those chapters. | 


. ˙ -:oumn 


an account of the distressed, desolate 
condition of the land of Judah, as 
agrees much better with the wicked 


and afflicted reign of the apostate 
Ahaz, than the flourishing circum- 


stances of the country in the reigns 
of Uzziah, and of his son and suc- 
cessor Jotham, who were both in 
the main good princes; compare 
Isai. i. 7, 8, 9. with 2 Chron. xxvi. 
1 to 16, 8 the whole subsequent 
chapter. But the second, third, 


fourth, and fifth chapters of this 


Prophecy, do describe, and exactly 


correspond with a state of national 
wealth and prosperity, which are 
usually attended with pride, arro- 


nce, and luxury. See Chap. ii. 
to 18. iii. 16 to 25. Therefore it is 
order of 
In the sixth chapter, and in the | 
year before Christ 759, the Prophet, 


in the council of God received his 
commission; and soon after delivered 
the contents of the second, third, 
fourth and fifth chapters, which 


contain all that remains of his Pro- 
phecies, in the reign of Uzziah and 


Jotham, for about the space of six- 
teen years, till the first year of king 


— * 


% " 
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= . Mic au, 1, TT 25 
These two chapters were deliver- 


ed before the destruction of Samaria, 
' which is here predicted, chap. i. 6. 
| in the reign of Jotham, chap. 


4. 1. 


183 Sth. 1 54 ja I? 
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posed to refer, Heb. xi. 57. but it is not sufficiently a * 


ihenticated to be offered as a matter of fact. 
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Book XII. 
and therefore may be properly placed 
about this time. 5 FEE, 


ff.. OE 
In the first year of Ahaz, king of 
Judah; Rezin, king of Assyria, and 
_ Pekah, king of Israel, formed a de- 
sign of dethroning Ahaz, and extir- 
pating the family of David, by set- 
ting up the son of Tabeal, some po- 
tent factious Jew, to be king of Ju- 
dah. Therefore having no design 
upon che nation, but the royal fami- 
ly, they marched directly to Jerusa- 
lem, and laid close siege to it. 
But as it was the will of God not 
to extirpate the family of David, 
and only to punish wicked Ahaz, he 
sent Isaiah to encourage him to make 
a vigorous defence, and to assure him, 
that they should not prevail against 
him; and that the house of David 
should subsist till the coming of the 
Messiah. Then was the Prophecy to 
Ahaz contained in the seventh chap- 
1g 88 
Chap. 8, 9, 10 to the 33 Verse. 
Ahaz, a wicked idolater, had lit- 
tle regard to What Isaiah had spoken 
to him, in the name of the Lord. 
Therefore God commanded the Pro- 
phet to take a large roll of parchment, 
and therein, with the pen of a man, 
that is, in the common and most le- 
ks manner of writing, to put 
down, and publish, what God should 
farther discover about the present 
deliverance and future calamities of 


& 3 


Judah. _ 


4 
1 
, 


The r 


then born to the Prophet, and by di- 


VER 


| two confederate kings:of Sag 
Damascus. This roll we presume, 
takes in the eighth and ninth chap- 
ters of Isaiah, and the five 
of the tenth chapter. 


n * 


* 


— 
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Chapter seventeenth 
same subject, the destruction of Is- 
rael and Damascus, and therefore 
seems to have been delivered in the 


* 


vine direction was called Malter. 
/halalhaſh-baz; that is, make ſpeed to 
the ſpoil, and haſten. to the prey de- 
noting the speedy destruction of the 


1a and 


first verses 
to the 


* 


relat 


same year, after the roll was finish- - 


ed; for, about two years after, Tig- 
lath-Pileſer, king of Assyria, took 
Damascus, and carried the people 
therein captives to Kir, 2 Kings xvi. 


Chapter first, Peta and er 
failing in their attempt upon ſerusa 
lem, the next year, seven hundred and 
forty-· one, they returned with forces 
better disciplined; and councils better 


concerted; and dividing themselves 
into three bodies, one under Feta, 


another under Rezin and a third un- 


der Zichii, à mighty. man of Eph- 
raim; they fell upon the country in 
| three. different parts, making every 
where terrible havock and slaughter, 


and carrying away a prodigious num- 
ber of captives. See 2 Chron; xxviii. 
5 .. I OF DOVE) 

No sooner was the land free from 
those enimies, than it was invaded 
by the Edomites on the south, and 


the Philistines on the west, who be- 
haved with the same cruelty, slaying, 
II ßplundering, and carrying away cap- 
| CE [ Was. to be. a comment 11 

upon the name of a son, which was 


tives. See 2 Chron. xx viii. 17, 18, 19. 
Thus was Judah grievously distress- 


ed throughout the whole country, and 


Tx brought 


- 
4 
9 
| 
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80 opulent and powerful, because 
the inhabitants and their king had 
ſorsaken the Lord their God. Upon 
| this ocgggion, most probably, Isaiah 
deliver F the prophetic discourse, 
contained in the 


rst chapter, as it 


is very suitable to hs State of the 


nation at that time. 


Chapter twenty-eight, eluting: to 


| the destruction of Epbraim, or the 
ten tribes, without any mention of 


Syria or Damuscus, lies between the 


destruction of Damascus, and the 
ee of the ten rides. 3 


Hoca, 5, og 


| 5 A pO dixtrezged by Pekah, 
1 Pexiv. Fe. called in Tiglath-pileser, 
of Assyria to his help, 2 Kings 
ui. . and Menahem, king of Israel, 


ng: 
several years: before, had hired Pul, 


king of Assyria, to confirm the king- 
dom in his hand, 2 Kings XV. Al 


though they, reaped no peneho from 


them. 
Tbese are the only times in which 


to the Assyrians for assistance; and 
as. Hosea mentions both these appli- 
_ cations, the fifth and sixth chapters 
must be taken in after Ahaz 1 24 
: e to pn rs brug "nk 


* 
4 


* * 
Z F 4 
N - 


Elin, 14, 2. 5 0 i 
Te Philistines winezphe over 


Israel ail the days of Ahaz; but in 


the year: Ahaz died, Isaiah delivered 
me burden or message to them, chap, 
5 a, Fe oc ws ates 2 205 


* 
* 


. 
þ 


4 . the kings of Judah and Israel applied 2 


H ezekiah, 
| Ahaz, 


2, 8h 


they are told, the 0 
spoils were ceased, an 


Hezekiah, should Be. eftabliſhed in 


h APPENDIX To THE 
| brought excebding low, though lately 


son and successor to 


Chapters 15 and 16, the Moabites 


| had not treated the Israelites Well, 
| who fled for shelter from the ravages 


of Pekah and Rezin. With this in- 
humanity they are 1 1 75 up- 
braided, Isaiah xvi. 3, 4. but now 


oppresxion and 
the throne of 


mercy, and he ſhould fit upon it in 
truth, Sc. Therefore this Bee | 
phecy against Moab must have 
delivered about the beginni 5 (per- 
haps in the second year). 0 Heze- 
kiah's reign. | 
It is supposed, by a learned divine, 
to have been accomplished by Shal- 
manezer, three'or four years after, 
when, according to his opinion, Shal- 
manezer, previous to the siege of Sa- 


maria, subdued the Moabites, to to from 


vent any incursĩons and attacks 
that 9 2 55 
Hen. Chapin 7 361 14. 


The ecies contained in hone 
apters were delivered (1) after 
Ephraim, or'the king of Israel, had 
called to Egypt for succour, chap. 
e 

The only time 5 Applied to 
Egypt was, when king Hosea, re- 
volting from Shalmanezer, sent mes- 
sengers to So, king of Egypt, 2 Kings 
xvit. 4. which occasioned Shalmane- 
zer's besieging Samaria, and carrying 
the ten tribes into captivity ; there- 


fore these chapters might be delivered 


: Four three years before chat event. 


* — 5 


Book: XII. | 


(2) These Prophecies were deli- 
vered after the first year of Shalma- 
nezer, who according to an eminent 
Chronologer began to reign in the 
year before Christ 728 or 729: for 
the Prophet Hosea refers to the de- 
struction of Beth-arbel by Shalman, 
chap. x. 14. and they were delivered 
before the taking of Samaria, which 
was in the eighth year of 'Shal- 


manezer, before Christ 721; for the Fo C0 ON 
| _ Shalmanezef, having taken Sama- 


Prophet evidently in those chap- 
ers supposes that Ephraim, or the 
ten tribes, were not yet carried into 
captivity; therefore they were deli- 

vered after the destruction of Beth- 
arbel, and before the captivity of the 

ten tribes, about the time above 


. Mican, Chapters 3, 4. 5, 6, 7. 


The last verse of the third chap- 
ter of Mica, was uttered in the 
time of Hezeklah, Jer. xxvi. 19. 


and here may that chapter, and all 


that follow be placed, as prophesied 
in some time of Hezekiah's first 
thirteen years, before Sennacherib 
besieged Jerusalem; for the Prophet 
seems to speak of that siege, and Sen- 
nacherib's blasphemy, chap. v. 1, 5. 
He speaks glorious things of Christ 
and his kingdom, and names the ve- 

town where he should be born, 
chap. V. 2. 8 e e 


In 9 iv. 1, 2% 9. he uses the 
very words of Isaiah, chap. ii. 2, 3, 


4. to express the conflux to the king - 


dom of Christ, his power in it, and the 


peace which at length it would give 
the world. HRS EE 178 1 


forts. 


607. 


7 
5 > : 


 Nanvn, Chapters, 1, 2, 3. 


Aſter Shalmanezer, king of Nine= 
veh, had taken Samaria, and,carried 
the ten tribes captives, Nah might 


predict the ruin of Nineveh, the ca- 


pital of the Assyrian empire. 


Is ALA, Chap. 23. 


ria, turned his arms against the ci- 


ty of Tyre, which sustained his at- 
tack five years, and then was deli- 


vered from the siege by means of 


his death, | 


By this suecess they were too much 


elated, and growing very insolent, 


this occasioned the prophecy against 
them in this chapter, which foretells 
the miserable overthrow: of Tyre 
that was effected by Nebuchadnez- 


zar king of Babylon. 


IsAIAR, Chapters 24, 25, 26, 27. 


These ehapters may refer to the 
final desolation of Judea and Jerusa- 
lem, by Nebuchadnezzar; but we 


can discover no marks of the time 
when they were delivered. Howe- 


ver, with the threatenings, he mixes 


v. 


many gracious promises and com- 


| TI8A1an, Chapters 38, 39. | 

In this year king Hezekiah fell 
sick, and the other affairs happened 
that are recorded in this chapter, for 


| fifteen years are added to Hezekiah's 


life, chap. 38, 5. and as he reigned 


—ů — U• 
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o 2 * 1 
* 


in all twenty-nine years; this must 


have been in the fourteenth year of 
his reign; and that it happened 
when the intentions of Sennacherib, 
Eing of Assyria, to attack Jerusalem 

were ſown, appears from Isaiah 


"= a F : 4 
q > * 
. s 4 


: . 7 
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1 Hezekiah, having refused to pay 


the annual tribute to the king of 
Ass yria, towards the end of the e 
teenth year, Sennacherib came upon 
him with a numerous army, and he 
therefore prepared for a vigorous de- 
fence, 2 Kings xviii. 13. Isaiah xxxvi. 
6. Particularly he entered into an al- 


Ethiopia, 2 Kings xvii. 21. Isaiah 


ExXxxvi. 6. 


* 


Ibis was a meęasure displeasing to 
God, and therefore protested against 


by his Prophet Isaiah in the thirtieth 
and thirty-first chapters, and at the 
same time, all the other chapters, 
from the twenty · ninth to the thirty- 


sixth chapter, especially those that 
have immediate reference to this in- 


e 


vasion, might have been dictated to 


the Prophet by the Spirit of God. 


£ 


As in this paragraph there are ma- 
nifest allusions to Sennacherib's inva- 


sion, and Hezekiah's [preparations 


for the defence of Jerusalem, (com- 
pare v, g, 10, 11. 2 Chron. xxxli. 5, 


30.) this prophetic admonition to 
the people, who depended too much 


Fit Ab > 


a 


| liance with the king of Egypt and | 


ee 


--I8a1An, Chap. xxii. v. 1 to 15. 
said ver. 5. they, that 1s the Jews, 


SAG THE 


|| upon these preparations, probably 


were delivered about this time. 


ISAIAH, Chap, XR iI. 
* ; — 2 ; Guide a Wh f | 5 SP i 


Ihe inhabitants of Kedar were the 
descendants of Ishmael, Gen. xxx: 
1. and were one species of Arabians 


Is AI Ak, Chapters, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, dwelling in Arabia Petræa. These 


were to be ruined within a year after 


this prophecy was given out. Most 


e were overthrown. either 
| by Sennacherib as he went into or re; 
turned out of Egypt again, or by Tir- 


| hakah king of Ethiopia, as he advan- 


ced out of Egypt against Sennache- 
rib, 2 Kings xix. 9 and therefore 
this Prophecy may be placed at this 


| time, or within a year or two of it. 


Is ATA, Chap. 20. 


Hezekiah, having treated with Sen- 
nacherib, and agreed to pay him a 
sum of money, 2 Kings xvili. 14, 15, 

16. that prince turned his arnis 
against Egypt, which he greatly dis- 
tressed for three years together, 


| Isalah, xx. g, 4. But he first sent 


| Tartan one of his generals, before 


bim to. take Ashdod the key 10 
Egypt. At this time the prophecy 


against Egypt in this chapter was de- 
lvered. Observe, Sennacherib in 
ver. 1. is called Sargon, and it is 


ſhall be gfraid and aſhamed of, Ethi- 
' opia their expeftation, and of Egypt 
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I8A1an, Chap. 18 and 19. 
These chapters are also levelled 
against Egypt and Ethiopia, upon 
which the Jews relied too much; and 
therefore might be delivered about 


13, 14, 


IsAIAH K. v. 5, &c. 11, 12, 
EN to v. 28. 


It appears from chap. x. 8 to 12. 
which 1s a Pro ſopopeia or supposed 
speech of the king of Assyria, that 

this chapter was 1 after the 
taking of Samaria by Shalmanezer 

721, and some time before Senna- 

cherib besieged Jerusalem after the 


taking of Samaria, The speech in 


this place bearing an affinity to 
that of Sennacherib, 2 Kings xix. 
10 to 14, Isaiah xxxvii. 10 to 14, it 
is probahle that this and the other 
chapters to the 28th verse of the 


2 


14th chapter were delivered about 


the time that Sennacherib besieged 


m e. 


= 
rals with a 


BIBLE. 


sent three of his gene 
proud and blasphemous message to 
Jerusalem, 2 Kings viii. 17, 18. 
This event with the circumstances 
which attended and followed it, are 


recorded in the 36th and 
ters of this Prophecy. 

Observe, before Sennacherib laid 
Siege to Jerusalem, Tirhakah, king 
of Ethiopia, advanced against him 
out of Egypt, 2 Kings xix. 9. But 


37th chap- 


as the Prophet Isaiah had predicted, 


did the Jews no service, for he was 
overthrown by Sennacherib, who af- 
ter that returned to Jerusalem where 
his army, consisting of one hundred 
and eighty-five thousand men, were 
all miraculously destroyed in one 

night. „ 


Tsaran, Chap. 40, 41, 42, 43, to 
the End of the Book. 8: 
As there is no direction to refer to 
those chapters, or any one of them 
to any particular time; they may be 
allotted to the eleven last years of 


Jerusalem, observe chap. x. v. 11. 
Shall T not as I have done unto Sama- 
ria and her idols, ſo do to eruſalem 
and her idols? Here he speaks as 
king of Assyria, and so takes in what 
his father Shalmanezer had done as 
if done by himself. 4 


Is AIAh, Chap. 36, 7. 
Sennacherib returning out of Egypt 
where he had been three years, not- 
wWithstanding the agreement of peace, 
which he made with Hezekiah, 
marched his army again into Judea, 


* 


6 


| Hezekiah's prolonged life. 


Is ATA, xxii. v. 15, to the End. 
Shebna had been secretary to kin 
Hezekiah, and the pious Eliakim, 
master of his houshold, Isaiah 39, 3. 
Shebna by the questions, chap. xxii. 
16, seems to have been a foreigner, 


and not well affected to the jewish 


religion. What haſt thou to do here? 
And whom, what relations, haſt thou 
here? It is possible this Shebna, a 
man of great abilities might have 


"a 


laid siege to Lachish, and from thence 


Manasseh, but twelve years old 


had the tuition of the young king 
, an 
7% the 


th : _ twenty-second of the reign of Manas- 


610 


the whole management of affairs, into 
his own hands; having ruined Elia- 
kim by such arts as courtiers are wont 
to practice; for he was now both 


e 
2 


„ 


| _To\this, perhaps the wicked conduct 
of Manasseh may be assigned. 


Sßhebna, secure of the stability, and | 


continuance of his power and e 
deur, was hewing out a magnificent 
sepulchre for himself and heirs, to 


N 


perpetuate his memory to all suc- 


ceeding times. On this occasion, 
Isaiah might deliver this Prophecy, 
predicting Shebna's captivity and 
death, in a remote country, and the 
future exaltation of good Elia- 
This, which would greatly exaspe- 
rate Shebna, and might occasion 
Isaiah's being put to death, was ful- 
filled about twenty-two years after, 
when Shebna was taken captive with 
Manasseh by Esarhaddon, and carried 
to Babylon, where he continued du- 
ring the remainder of his life; but 


1 


Manasseh, upon his repentance, was | 


restored to the throne of Judah; 
and probably the good Eliakim was 
restored and intrusted with the ma- 


1 | INE: © 4 n 89 
nagement of all his affairs, and as- 


sisted him in the great reformation 
he made in religion. 
1 and 2. 


\\ JzREMIAH, Chapters | 
In the year 677 before Christ, and 


seh, Jeremiah received his prophetic | 
*  commission, as contained in the first 


chapter, and in che same year, pro- 
| Lably.he delivered the admonitions 


* 


84141 
X "a 
473 
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— 
* 
« 


warnings and threatenings we read 
in the second. 0 5 


| T=xEMian, Chapter 11, Verse 1 
treasurer and master of the houshold.. 85 be Gat Fe. 


The Prophet, verse 2 to 9, most 
probably refers to the covenant which 
Josiah publicly made to keep God's 
commandments, upon finding the 


book of the law, 2 Kings xx1. 11. 


This was in the eighteenth year of 
his reign, 2 Kings xxii. 3. 8 


* 


Irx MIA, Ch. 3,4, 5,6, 7,8, 9, 
: "10, LESS: 


1 


These chapters, for any thing that 


appears to the contrary, lie in regular 


order; nor have we any ground or 


intimation for transposing them. 


There is a date, chap. iii. 6. In 


the days of Josiah, without menti- 
oning the year of his reign, which 
however shews that the chapter was 


delivered in the same part of his reign. 


And whereas a severe drought is 
frequently mentioned in several of 
these chapters, it shews that they 


are to be laid together in the same 


year, or years in which the drought 
continued; and all the rest to the 
twenty- first may follow in order of 
time, and might be delivered in the 


1 last years of king Josiah, . 


1 » By 
* 


IrxEMIAR, Ch. 11 Verse 18, to the 
In some part of the same year the 
men of Anathoth might conspire 
against Jerusalem. 


* 5 „ 
* 


HA- 
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HABAKEK UE, Ch. 1, 2, 3. 


ZETHANTAH, Ch. 1, 2, 3. 
As these two Prophets prophesied 
the same things that Jeremiah did, 
and upon the same occasion, chat is, 
destruction and desolation upon Ju- 
dah and Jerusalem, because of the 
many heinous sins they were guilty | 
of, so they might prophecy. about 
this time, Eh read 


i 
? 


— 


IxREMIAEH, chapter 22, verse 1, 0 


** 


. 3 
* 


The Prophet baing gent of God to 

there proclaimed 
God's judgments against him, and his 
contained in these verses of 


the king's. house, 


famil . | 


this chapter, 


This was soon after Jehoahaz, or 
captive into | ris 175 ger | 
Egypt, by Pharaoh-necho, king of | JzxEMan, ch. 36, ver. 1, to g. 
Egypt, who slew Josiah, verse 1oĩu ] arty 4; 8 
In the same year God commanded 


Shallum, was carried 


Weep not for the dead, Joſiah, but 
wwe eh or him that goeth away, Fehoa- 
haz; for he ſhall return. no more. 5 
Note, Jehoahaz reigned but three 


months. 


* : 
hd K 
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JEREMIAH chap. 26. 


Aſter that, the Prophet was com- 
manded to go to the temple, and 


denounce to all the people the judg- 
ments of God, if they did not repent. ; 


By this he was brought into danger 
of his life, through the resentment of 
the Priests and Prophets, ver. 7. 8. 
but was preserved by the s 
o 


5 : A 4 


2 


A 
* * 


JeREMIAH, chap. 23. 


Sled of the comingo 
against Judah and Jerusalem. 


JCCCCCTTCC 9510 
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The Rechabites, upon Nebuchad- 


nezzar's beginning to invade the land 


I of Judea, retired out of the country 


to Jerusalem, where Jeremiah found 


them, in this chapter. 


Princes, 1 5 


. 
* 7 + 


2 JeREMIAH, 46. | 8 
In the same year, after Nebuchad- 
nezzar had defeated the army of Pha- 
rach - necho, this prophecy relating to 


0 


the Gentiles was delivered. 


Jeremiah to collect and write in a 
roll, all the words of prophecy, 
which had been spoken by him against 
Israel and Judah, 

nations. . 2 
This he executed with the assist- 


finement, ver. 5. read the roll in 
the temple, upon the fasting- day, 


being the tenth 


* 


of the seventh 


1 
"ww * * 


* 
« oY 
be 


Is this chapter, and in the begin- 
ning of this year, e prophe- 
a Nebuchadnezzar 


and against the 


ance of Baruch his amanuensis, who, 
| as... Jeremiah was then under con- 


that is, the great day of atonement, 


* — 


- 


- Cy 
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Irn ZMTAN, 45. 


Baruch, being very much affright- 


ed at the threats contained 'in the 
roll, and probably uneasy under ap- 

rebenslons of the danger he might 
incur by reading it publicly; Tore | 


miah, by the divine command, de- 


 livered to him the message of encou- 
ragement nn in che 72 
wr a HE Fe 
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"Tay after this, bac. | 


- nezzar, who set out upon his ex- 
—_— the year before, laid siege 
0 Jerusalem, took it, and bound 


|  To/carry him tc Babylon, 2 
XXXVi. 6. . 


But upon Jeboiakim's co. 
he did not carry him thither, but 


Jehoiakim in fetters, with a nk 


eo gn 


Ax 
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1 


restored him to the kingdom. Ne- 
vertheless, he carried great numbers 


os the people, and sons of the 
family, 
82 che JE PRs 


* 


| Manus. dend 36. V Verie 9. to 


2; b „ 
5 : . z * 


"They car after the chaten were 


5 fen Jerusalem, Jehoiakim and 

people growing worse and worse, 
| in tHe ninth month, at the 
7 ich. was then proclainied on ac- 


coun of Nebuchadnezzar's having 
takent the city the year before: Ba- 
ruch again read the roll i in the house 


of the Lord, which coming to the 
| King s car, and part of the roll _ 


—— 


8 — 
f 3 
3 4 4 
* 


royal | 
and of the nobility, 1 4 ö 


fast, 


— — xp —— 
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"XXIV. 11, 
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read to him; he thinking, . 
that Nebuchadnezzar had already 
executed the divine threateni 
that nothing more was now t ing | 
feared;; and that the Prophet was a 
malicious, troublesome flow, burnt 
the roll, and commanded eremiah 
and Baruch to be apprehended ; but 
they could not be found, for the 
Lord concealed them. 
Observe: . was no- at 


| liberty. | 


"Daxter : 2. 


In "Pi year, which was the second 
of Nebuchadnezzar, according to the 
Babylonish account, and the fourth 
according to the Jewish, Daniel re- 
vealed to Nebuchadnezzar his dream, 


kasan, Gray, . V Ver. 24 to 


this Prop "FR! 1 
e ainst Jehoiachin, or Con- 
jah, who reigned but three months, 
and then, with many others, were. 
carried ot into captivity, s 2 Kings 
of ” 
His uncle, Zedekiah, neceeded 


13 Sis, hear 


| pd 2 e xxiv. 17. 


1 + 
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with the Sinha | 
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MIA, chap, 222 ver. 15,10 the 


By the * and queen mentioned 
ver. 


7 Bo ox XII. 


ver. 18, are probably meant Jehoia- 


chin, and his mother. See chap. 22; 


ver. 26. 2 Kings, xxiv. 12. 
Thus this prophecy must have been 


adivered about the same time with 


che . 


e 24. | 


Afier eee or. Jechidniah 


was carried into captivity by Nebu- 


e | this prophecy was de- 


livered. 


Jenznran, Chap. 49, 


-4 the End. 


In this year also is to be ae the | 
Prophecy against Elam, a kingdom 
upon the river Ulai, east ward, be- 
yond the Tigris, in which stood Shu- 
Shan, afterwards the metropolis of the ; 


kingdom of Fersia. | 


<3 +Jatbruticy 29. 


About the second year of Zedeki- 
Con- 
tained in this chapter, was sent to 
| ing to the best commentators, should 

be read thus, When it had been fo, | 


ah's reign, Jeremiah's letter, 


the captive Jews at Babylon, and an 


imperious answer return * She- 


E | 
en, 30,1. 


the tive Jews, that they should 
; ily return again to Judea, but 
Abo e the artienlar care of the di- 


vine Providence to the end of the 
to shew the certainty of the 
encouraging contents, are ordered to 
be written in a book, 3 30, verse ** vg zen to Babylon Þy Seraiah, 


world; 


5 
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2. about the same time anal the fote- 


9; | Shoulders from that year, w 
| These two chapters, which assure 
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going letter, and probably were sent | 
to the captive Jews in Babylon, whom 
I PE 4. nr ue 1755 


Hr 27. 


Inis chapter is to be bed in this 
year (see chap. 28, vet. i.) namely, 
after the departure of Nebuchadnez- 


zar out * and Syria, when 


the king the Atntmonites, Moa- 


| bites, Eomiteh, Zidoniatis, Tyrians, 
Ke. sent an embassy to Zedekiah, 


Ver. 34, to 9, 


propoeyy to him a league against the 


in abylon. 

Ge. In the first verse Jehoi- 
akin is put for Zedekiah (see verse 
g.) probably by a mistake of the 
transcriber, who might then have 
his eye upon the first verse of the 
foregoing 1 2 


JR EMAn 28. 


10 this year the affair concerning 
Hananiah, the false Prophet, relate 
in this chapter was transacted. 

Observe. The first verse, accord- 


(that is, when I had continued pro- 
phesying with a yoke upon my 
which) in 
of the reign. of Zede- 
the Manet 9 oc, 


the brginni 
laß a0 t 


. 50, 2 n 


These two chapters contain à book 
of Prop hecies, which Jeremiah W 
Who 


vn 


oath 


TY 
was sent ade by Zedekiah, in the 
fourth ie gf Nis ier, pen 


51 59 Ft 4 


= OD + 6, 7. 1 2 
In the fifth. year of Jeboiakin 8 


Sj tivity, which vas also the fifth | 


of Zedekiah's e „a cap: 

| tive Priest in Cha ea, received His 

Ds hetic commission in the council 
od and had the nen, and 

ee 10 —2 E bse 

st 55 apters of his book. e e 
bserve. Ezekiel da 

BY from the year in eh 


self and king n was gd 


e captivity. ei lache 


< 3 70 £32438: 4 +. 


4 2 
4 
5 8 0Þ 18 * 


7 1 1 


Chap. 8, 910,11.” 
This year Ezekiel in a vision was 


PTL SS; 
i £1 1 


Ez — 125 


127 „„ 


EzxK AL, Ge oP 2, . 4 5: | and. death at Babylon, the carrying 


** 


3 to Jerusalem, shewn the seve- 


ral sorts of idolatry practised there 
by the Jes, in the, very N 
| and had revealed unto him the 

nishments which God would in 108 


upon them for these abominations, 
- and the divine protection of chose in 


cCaptivity, who continued stedfast 
and faithful to 2 hay: worship and ser. 


1 3 1 3 
* * 


ie „ 
* 


71 F134 3 


FE. part, 8 124 19,14, 5s 


3 + Tk 55 


41086, 17, 18, 19. 


4 
Ames 


SET uy; pl 


About this time, Zedekiah having 


| 80 into a confederacy with the 


king of ESYPL and broke the solemn 
ol fidelity, which he had sworn 


to king Nebuchadnezzar, God, both 


. 1228 and words of revelation, * 


e r a 
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| 


” 1 
7 


« pro | 5 
im- | 


| kiel. to enquire of the Lord; but God 


* 2 ” 
* 5 
3 


foreshewed to Ezekiel, the. taking of 
Ee by the Chaideans. Zede- 

iah's flight by night, the putting 
out of his eyes, his imprisonment 


away of the Jews, and the remains 
of the Israelites contained in the 
above- mentioned chapter, 


Observe. Daniel, though then but 
a young man, was grown /to,such a 


. pitch of piety and holiness as to be 
compared by God himself ah Naht 
and Job, Ezekiel xiv. 14, 23. | 


 EzextEl, 20, 21 22,23. 
The elders-of Israel came to Eze. 


refuses to be enquired of by. such de- 


ments, 
1 deserved. 


testable hypocrites; and, in these 
four chapters, denounces the judg- 
heir eee e 


— 


Junearan, Chap. 24, 24 verse 1 
. 


'N ebe having anerd Z 
with a great army against Judea, 2 
Kings xxv. 1, to punish Zedekiah for 

jury; and rebellion, that prince 
155 sent Pashur and Zephaniah to 
Jeremiah, to desire him to . 25 


of the Lord; by whom Jeremia re- 


turned the answer related in the 


' twenty-first chapter. 


Afterward, Jeremiah was. "EDS 


in person to deliver to Zedekiah the 


prediction e in er * 


ver. 1 to Ar 


5 . a: \#.-$ 3 


= Jus 


Book, XII. 


Ja xEIIAR 47. 


3 3 out af 
Lawn to the relief of his ally Ze- 
dekiah, against Nebuchadnezzar, who 
was advancing to bis siege at Jeru- 
salem, and in his way took Gaza, a 
town of the Philistine. 

A little before this event, Jere- 
miah uttered this prophecy against 
the Philistines, | 


% 
— 


4+ 


13 9 
11 8 


Wes ge Chap, 43, 49. Verde 1 
109.5 te 4. 5 


$33 Tre ri 1 
„ Thess- prophecies . to . 
Modis Ammonites, Edomites, 
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8 


** 


&c. who would be obnoxious to the 
ravages of the Assyrian armies, | 


+- : 
LS: $$, 


| wit ** re 


1 Eirznt, Chap, 24,2 25. 
On the tenth day of the tenth 
month, in the same year when Ne- 


buchadnezzar's army had laid siege 
to Jerusalem, the same was revealed 


might be delivered at * same time 1 


& hes 


D 


HE 


1 


on the very same day to Ezekiel in 
Chaldea, and the destruction of the 


city was typified: by a boiling/ cal- 
| Prophet proclaimed, OY, to the 


e Sc. 


receding cala- | 


dron. But vengeance 1s denounced 
against the neigt bouring countries, 
that rejoiced in the 


mities, or 8 rejoice in those that 
were to come upon Judea, TP: | 
ter. 25 Ek ? 


to Anathoth from the calamities of 


5 1 + 
* 


7 N 


Lena chapter 3 37. verse 1, to 
„ Mp 


Not long alter 8 


army had laid siege to Jerusalem, 


Pharoah- hophra came, with a great 


force to the relief of Zedekiah, upon 
which Nebuchadnezzar raised the 


Siege of Jerusalem, in order to march 
against him. Zedekiah sent a mes- 


sage to Jeremiah, before he was put 


into prison, chap. 37. ver. 4. the an- 
| swer to which is contained i in FO 


37+ ver. 1 to 11. 


IEA chap. P. 34: ver. 1 to the 


Upon che approach of 3 
nezzar's army, the terrified Jews, en- 
tered into a solemn covenant, to ob- 


serve God's laws, and to release the 


Hebrew servants, which they kept i in 


bondage, contrary to the law. 


But when the Chaldeans were gone 
to meet Pharaoh, the generat opinion 


being, that ey wouldretu rnnomore; 


the Jews openly violated the covenant 
of 3 by obliging all their 


servants to return to their former ser- 


vitude; for which impious act, the 


Jen EMIAH, chapter 37. We 11 5 
"When the Chaldeans were gone to 


meet Pharaoh, Jeremiah was released 
out of prison, and intending to retire 


the | 


$2 
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newed, was taken up for a deserter, 
as he was passing through the gate, 
and clapt into prison, but principally 
for insisting that the city should again 

be berieged, and taken by Nebuchad- 


© 44, JEREMIAH, ch, 32, 33. 


_ -+ While Jeremiah was in prison, the 


Contents of these chapters were tran- 


EzEKIEIL, chap. 29. ver. 1 to 17. 


pe) 30. 


Upon the approach of the Chal- 
| | yptians treacherously 
deserted Zedekiah, and returned to 
their own country. Upon this occa- 
sion Ezekiel denounces the displea- 
sure of God against their perfidy, 
pPredicts their desolation, and at length 


_ deans, the E 


(within forty years, chap. 29. ver. 
13.) their being reduced to one of the 


basest nations, insomuch that they 
should no more have a prince of 
their on to reign over them (chap. 
30. ver. 13.) which hath been re- 
markably fulfilled, even to this day. 


the end. | 


0 
Im. 
? 4 6 * - 2 


— 


On the retreat of the Egyptians, 
Nebuchadnezzar returned to the siege 
of Jerusalem; and it was then king 
Sedekiah, fearing the issue, sent for 
3 out of prison, to consult 


| 


3 
\ 


o 


, 


k 


1 


Pharaoh and the Egyptians. 
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the siege, which he knew would be re- | | 1 
. I REMIAH, chap. 38. ver. 1 to 14. 


Ihe princes, offended at Jeremiah, 
cast him in a low loathsome dungeon, 
where he must have 'perished, had 


{ notEbed-melech gainedleave to draw 


him out, and to place him in a bet- 
ter situation in the court of the pri- 
SR 4s EE 1 A # 


| JextMIan, Ch. 39. ver. 15, to the 


5 


Qs - 


While Jeremiah was in the court 


of the prison, God by him sent a 
message of mercy and deliverance to 
Ebed-metech.. 


JEREMIAH, Ch, 38, ver. 14, to the 
: . „ 


Zedekiah again sent for Jeremiah . 
out of the court of the prison into 
the temple, there secretly to enquire 
of him concerning the issue of the 


siege. 1 


 Ezex1z1, Ch. 26, 27,28, 
Here God declares, his judgments 
against Tyre, for insulting the cala- 


I xREMTAN, chapter 37- verse 17 to. mitous state of Jerusalem, closely be- 


sieged by Nebuchadnezzar. 
Observe the wisdowof Daniel, who 
though only about thirty-six, was be- 
come famous over all the East, chap. 


28. ver. 3. 6 


EzERIII, „. 
God declares his judgments against 


E= 
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Iz REMIAR, Ch. gg. ver. 1 to 11. Ch. 
The account of Jerusalem's being 
taken, with the subsequent circum- 


stances. Upon this occasion the hun- 


dred and thirtieth psalm was com- 
JJV ᷣͤ ahi ernticoy an 


Ak, Ch. 39. ver. 11 to 19. 
unge. wer oer, 
Nebuchadnezzar gives charge con- 


JeREM! 


cerning Jeremiah to Nebuzaradan, 


who treats him in a kind and friendly 


J=REMIAH, Chap. 40. ver. 7 to the ; 
End. Chap. 41, 42, 43. ver. 2 


to 8. 


: 955 Nebuchadnezzar makes Gedaliah 
governor of Judea. Ishmael slays 


him. Johanan, &c. by force carries 


Jeremiah into Egypt. 


"on 


CHAP, II. 


Prophets during the captivity. Re- 


mars upon that event. 


4 Ch. 44. 
T 


"and published to the 
land of Egypt. 


HE Prophecies contained in 
these chapters - were revealed 


1 # 25 : 7 1 * 4 a 1 +. 
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Jews, in the 


| 


a 
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The Book of LamtnTATIONS. 


This boek, which mournfully be- 


wails the desolation of Jerusalem 


and the temple, was composed by 

Jeremiah, after that disastrous event, 
possibly in the land of Egypt, where 
Jeremiah might end his days; for we 
never read of his return from thence. 


| Ezex1EL, Ch. 33- e 
The beginning of this chapter is 


upon a general subject, and of uncer-" 


tain date. From the twenty first 
verse it is dated from the time 


| when Ezekiel first received the news 


of the city's being taken and destroy- 
ed, which was eighteen months, or a 
year and an half, after the said 


event happened. 


This prophesy against Egypt was 
delivered in this year and month. 


rs 34, 36, 37, 38, 
These chapters fall under no date 
till we come to the fortieth, which 
is dated the twenty- fifth of Jehoia- 
chin's captivity. 
chapters were probably delivered 


EzeKIEL, Chap 


some time between the twelfth and © 


twenty-fifth of that captivity. 


| : OBADIAH. B 
Obadiah prophesied against the 
Edomites for their unnatural and 
"70 0 pPpiteful 


Therefore these 
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Spitefu] behaviour towards the Jews, 


in their distress, at the OI" of et i 


= e 


* 


* 
3 5 


xo 5 95 7” WORE Chap. 35. 


| This propheey against aha Ede 7 
Wü Seems to have been 1 8255 | 


| on LING, zame occasion. 5 


* 7 N r 7 4 : 
Ss 7 43 ES ES AE & " 2 5 &/& 


Devil, Chap. 3. 


In this year also Nebuchadnezzar # 


bet up his e wad 


Fedier, Chap. 40, 41, Se. to. 5 the 


End of the Book. 


All these visions and c | 


felating to the future state of the 
church of God, were revealed to 
Ezekiel this year, being the four- 
teenth from the destruction of Jeru- 
salem. ACE en 


* 7 & & 


EzaRizl, Ges LY to] 


the nd. 


© Nebuchadnezzar's army, having 
en great hardships in the siege 
of Tyre, which held thirteen years, 
and aving acquired but little on its 


Surrender (the inhabitants having 


conveyed themselves and their effects 
* nto the adjacent island) God, by the 
* 5 Ezekiel, 1 them 


e SO 


-Daxitt Chap. 4. 


ü year eblichzügtzzat Had 
* ra or the” Wonderful r 
CY 
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tree, and the cutting down thereof; 


not written by 


1 
Or 


and the GEL. FORE tou ed 3 


Janmran, Chapter W. Verde 151. 
to th 


Tais a NA at died. 
and was succeeded by his son, Evil: 
merodach, who released Jehoiachin 
king of Judea, out of prison, where 
he had been confined thirty-seven 
years, and advanced him to cs fa- 
vour and friendship. | 

Observe. This last chip! was 
Jeremiah, (See Ch. 

51. Ver. 63.) but by Baruch, or 
zra, or whoever collected Jere 
miah's . into one e volume. 


. 
% = 


AY ls 81 } 


Pitt, 7. 


4 LY 


Dail had the vision of EF four 
monarthies, and or. UE: W of 


the Messiah. 


* Ag | oy; 
4 8 1 n L weep +4 % * 
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| Danizt, : $70 ö 1 
Daniel had the vision of the 1 ram 


and OR: TY EFT ES 


DaxiEx, ye 


Sande ene the . on 
the wall. Belshazzar is slain, Darius 


the Mede took the . king- 


k "a 4 £ « c 5 oY 
* * " "ir K a A * 
RIS, | &4 CF. 3 1 £ , : 8 * 
nne ot a [ 1 35 1 4 +. \ * 
' 
11 
* 


+. Damzz, 6. f 214 in 


3 


Daniel ion. advanced by Darius 
above all the princes, and made prime 
minister next to the king, raised so 


111 


much nie * him among the 


courtiers, 


Book XII, | 
courtiers, that they laid the snare for 
him, which brought him into 


Ft 22 1 + 1 
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years captivity. of Judea were draw- 


ing to an end, makes his prayer to 
God for the restoration of Jerusalem: 
in answer to which the Angel Gabriel 
was sent to assure him of a much 
greater redemption to the Jewish na- 
tion, by the Messiah, eee te | 


WE $ 
a * A ahn ** ? 
ninety years 
; 4m — 
12 2 : * 9 af 7 ug : , „ 5 o * * "KS * by 4 
„ Sw * +. . 33 5 12 L . * * . 


seventy weeks, or four hundre 
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Darius dies, Cyrus sueceeds him, 
and by his decree put an end to the 
seventy years captivity of the Jews. 
This is in the first chapter of Ezra. 
In the second chapter, an account is 
given of the Jews that returned. 

Observe, on the return of [Judah 
and Benjamin from the Babylonish 
captivity, several of the other tribes 


of Israel returned with them, out of 


Assyria, Babylon and Media, whither 
they had been before carried, Ezra 


vi. 17. Upon this joyous occasion 
the 126th psalm was composed. 


3+} Ez "4 4. ' # £5 4 Se 883 
4 A; " ZRA, OI t ' 
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Daniel apprehending from the pro- g 
phecy of Jeremiah, that the seventy 


ews begin to rebuild Jerusa- 
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Remarks on the Babyloniſh Captronty. 

%%% ͤ ͤ V a9 STE 

HE whole Jewish nation, both 


1 judah and Israel, had all along 
a strange propensity to idolatry, 
even after the erecting of the temple, 
and the establishing of the worship 
of God there in thè most grand and 
solemn manner; they erected altar: 


to range gods, frequented high pl. 


ces and groves, consecrated to idola- 


trous worship, and furnished them 


selves with idols and images for that 
purpose, 2 Chron. iii. 1. 1 Kings 
XV. It; 12, 13. : Oh W 1 £ 4177" 
Besides, their morals were as cor- 
rupt as their religion, even to the 
hemous degret of sodomy, to which 
they were led by the example of the 


Heathens. All the endeavours of 


ious kings, and all the preaching of 
oly Prophets, sent by special com- 
mission from God, were ineffectual 
to produce a reformation. The pi- 
ous king Hezekiah was zealous -and 


active in rooting out idolatry, but 
Manasseh his son and successor, re- 


stored it in the iu ie and most fla- 
gitious degree of profaneness and 


iniquity, even beyond that of the 


dark and ignorant nations; 2 King: 
XX1. 1 to 10. He built up again t. 


high places which Hezekiah had 


He was also a grievous persecutor 


of all that would not confirm to his 
_ 1dolatrous establishments, and /o hed 


ꝛnnocent blood very much. Amon his 
son followed his pernicious example, 


but Josiah his grandson, vigorously 


attempted a reformation. 2 Kings 
* xxili. 


| 
1 
| 


xxiii. 2. 
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on. DE : FEE, ” : & | 
' XX111. 24, 25, although the people 
nevercame heartily into it. 2 Chron, 
XXXVi. 14, &c. . 


Observe, the | dreadful calamity | le, | 
| treasures, with all the mighty men 
of valour, all the craftsmen and 


consequent on these idolatrous prac- 


tices came upon them e First 
good king Josiah, was, bf 


judgment 


upon the land, slain in battle by 


Pharaoh - necho, 2 Kings xXiii. 29. 
who put Jehoahaz' that succeeded 
him, into chains, sent him prisoner | 


into Egypt, and laid the land of Ju- 


dah under a heavy tribute, 2 Kings 
ehoiakim succeeded, and 


7 a wicked and idolatrous prince 
ike most of his predecessors. In his 
third year, Nebuchadnezzar took je- 
rusalem, and carried away part of the 
vessels, of the house of God, and 


many of the people into . 


Particularly he gave orders to Ash- 
penaz the maſter the Eunuchs, 
that he would make choice out of 
the children of the royal family, and 


of the nobility of the land, such as 


he found to be of the fairest coun- 
tenance, and the quickest parts, to 


be carried to Babylon, and there made 
eunuchs in his palace, Daniel i. to 4. 


whereby was fulfilled Isaiah's . 


tion above an hundred years before, 
 Isaiah xxxix. 7. Among these youths 
were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah, Dan. 1. 6, 7. More- 
over the king was made a tributary, 
and the whole land reduced to vassal- 
lage under the Babylonians.., 


o5 


A severe visitation! though it had 
not the proper effect upon Jehoiachin | 
the next king, who was as corrupt 
AS his father, 2 Kings xxiv. 8, 9. ; 
He had been, but three months on 
the throne, when, Nebuchadnezzar 


%— I-24 2 
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again besieged and took Jerusalem, 


with the king and all the royal fa- 
mily; all the most valuable things 
in the temple, and in the king's 


smiths, he took away, leaving none 
in the land but the poorest sort. 
2 Kings xxvi. 12, 13, 14. Among 
the rest, Ezekiel (chap. i. ver. 1, 2 | 
and Mordecai, (Esther 11..5, 6,) were 
now carried captives: Yet still there 


was no amendment of the religion 
or morals of the nation. Zedekiah, 
the next and last king, was as bad 
as his predecessors. 2 Kings xxiv. 

18, 19. In about eleven years, Ne- 


buchadnezzar, after a long and close 
Siege, took jſerusalem, broke down 
its walls, burnt the city and tem- 
ple, carried away all the sacred uten- 
sils, and all the people except a few 
of the very poorest to till the ground, 
and reduced the whole land of Ju- 
dea, in a manner, to utter desolation 


for the sins thereof. 0 


The propriety of this dispensation 
will appear, if we consider, 1st, That 


the lenity of God was evident in bring- 


ing this terrible overthrow upon them 
so gradually, after a succession of 
judgments from less to greater, for 
the space of . twenty-two years 
which should have been a warning 
to them, and by experience have con- 
vinced them, that the threatenings 
denounced by the Prophets 2 45 
certainly be executed. | 
2dly, That it was a just punishment 
for their sins; particularly of their 
idolatry, whereby they forsook God, 
and therefore God justly forsook 


them, and delivered. them into .the | 
+ 8 ©. "bands 


* 


% 


hands of their enemies as Moses had | 


_  gdly, This dreadful calimity was | 


Book XII. 
foretold, Leviticus xxvi. go, &c. 
the most effectual means to work 


end proposed by divine wisdom. 
Now, in their captive, disconsolate 
state, they had time, and their ca- 

lamities had a natural tendency to 
give them a disposition to reflect up- 


on the long series of iniquity and 


perverseness, which had subjected 


them to the heaviest of God's judg- 
CCC 35 
Nov tleir oꝛun wictedneſs corrected 
them, and their back-/lidings reproved 


them; now they know and ee, that it 
was an evil thing, and bitter, that 


they had forſaken the Lord their God, 

and that his fear had not been in them, 

Hi 8 
In the land of their captivity, the 


sermons of the Prophets, declaiming 


with the highest authority against 


prophane and vicious practices, would 
Still besounding in their ears, and their 
abject, wretched condition, the con- 


sequence of such practices, would 


sink deep into their hearts, and 


thereby give them an utter detesta- 


tion of what they well knew was the 
cause of 
ings... 


They had suffered themselves to be 


Shamefully infatuated by their false 


Prophets, who had prophesied to 
them in the name of Baal, as the most 
infallible oracle, Jer. ii. 8. They 


were Prophets of the deceit of their 


Y hearts. W: 1. XX111. 26, 


1 a. 5 


all their grievous suffer- 


They had encouraged a rabble of 


diviners, dreamers, enchanters, and 


Juorcerers, who had most impudently 


— 


_ 
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imposed upon their credulity, as$u- 
ring them, in the name of the Lord, 
that they should not serve the king 
of Babylon, Jeremiah xxvii. g. that 
their reformation, which was the | he should not come against them, nor 
against the land, 37, 9. They be- 
, 2t is not ne, 

neither ſhall evil come upon us: Netw 


iii. 4. 
walked in lies, ſtrengthened the hands 
evil doers,” so that none returned 


621 


lied the Lord and fat 


ther ſhall. we ſee ſcuord nor famine, 
Jer. v. 12. 1 "ORE = I ER 


Thus they. caused the people to 


err, and their kings, princes, and 


priests concurred to strengthen the 
delusion. These Prophets and Priests 


were men of very wicked lives, Zep. 
' They, committed adultery, 


0 
45 wickedness, Jo xxiii. 14. 


They persecuted and murdered the 
just in the midst of Jerusalem, Lam. 
iv. 13. From them profaneness 
went forth into all the land, Jer. © 
xxiii. 13. See a more particular de- 
scription of the wickedness of the 


land, Ezek. xxii. 6 to . 


But now where are all their false 


Prophets, with all their bold preten- 
sions and flattering promises? The 


delusion is now at an end, and they 
find themselves most miserably de- 
ceived. Their eyes are opened and 
they are thoroughly convinced, that 
they were a set of the vilest impos- 
tors, who had deluded them into the 


4 


most wretched circumstances. 


The Prophets were now become 
wind, Jer. v. 13. and in proportion 


as these deceivers were detested, the 


true Prophets, who would have 


drawn them to a just regard of God 


and his holy law, would be esteemed : 
©* Doubtless 


and honoured. 
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people, and secure under his protec- 


tion, with great ostentation and con- 


fidence, crying out the temple of the 


temple of the Lord, are theſe men 
N R 
But now they found all their so- 
phistry to be lying words, and culd 


Lord, the temple" f the Lord, the 


no longer take assurance from their 


peculiar privileges, or their magnifi- 


- | cent temple, When their temple and 


ci.y were both destroyed, and them 


gelves cast into a heathen land, where 


markable effect; they never more 


they were so long and so shamefully 
.__- gtript of all their peculiar honours. 
+ In short, no method could have 
been devised more proper to give this 
people a fixed detestation of idolatry, 
and the vile arts by which they were 
gSeduced into it; and it had this re- 
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85 ny. The law of God, written 
dy Moses, as the rule of their con- 
Act in all affairs civil and religious, 
dund the ground of their happiness, 

they had 80 far neglected, that once 
it was almost unknown, and lost 

- among them: 2 Kings Xxii, 8 to 12 
| s Contempt of the divine law, 

te Prophets had frequently and 


ly protested against, and pub- 
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greatest abhorrence of it unto this 


: 


9 


8 


1 FP 


** 


2 
4 


clared it would prove their | 
4 | Tr 7 


Therefore in their ruined state this 
must be remembered, as the primary 
reason of all their sufferings, and 


they must be thoroughly sensible, 
that a due regard to the law of God 
was the only way to recover his fa- 
vour, and their on prosperity, and 

accordingly must be disposed to be 
attentive to it; for Ezra, after the 


captivity, found so little difficulty in 


introdieing the public reading of the 


law, that the people themselves called 


| for it, Neh. viii. 1, 2, 3, &c. Ezra 


was a ready writer of the law of God. 
Ezra vii. 6, &., and active in propa- 
gating the knowledge of it. 
Doubtless he wrote, or directed to 
be written, several copies of the law 


to be dispersed into proper hands; 
and whereas before the captivity they 


had no synagogues for public worship 
and instruction, nor any places to re- 
sort to for either, unless the temple 
at Jerusalem, or the cities of the Le- 
vites, or to the Prophets, when God 
was pleased to send them; thus ig- 
norance grew among the people, but 
after the captivity, Synagogues were 
erected among them in every city, 
Where the law was read every sab- 
bath, and other acts of devotion per- 
formed. It was indeed the most ef. 
fectual method of preserving the 
5 of God and his law, and 


"a sense of their duty. 


This then was another good effect 


of this dispensation, and may justly 


be offered as one good reason of 
their being so strongly fixed against 
idolatry, ever after the Babylonish 


captivity, _ 


5. This dispensation was also cal- 
culated to produce good effects 
. e among 


* 


_ 


B 00x. XII. 


But divine Providence, by such 


lvy confessed the living and true God,, 
as the only and supreme God, Dan. | 


Hol BIBLE. 
among the nations, whither they for the rebuilding of the temple, 


were carried into captivity; for | Ezra i. 1 to 5. 


wherever they were dispersed in the 
eastern-countries, they. would bring 
with them the knowledge of the 
true God, now seriously imprest up- 
on their hearts. 5 os 
signal circumstances of his interpo- 
sition, as were published and known 
over all the vast extent of the eastern 
empire, raised some of the captive 
Jews to the highest posts of dignity 
and power in the courts of Assyria 
and Persia, Dan. i. 19, 20. insomuch 
that the most haughty monarchs —— 87 


od, 


From these circumstances it is 
clear, that the Jews, notwithstanding 
their depravity in their own, country, 
during the captivity of seventy years, 


— — * 


must have been a burning and a shi- 


tries. And thus in this dispensation 
also, God the father and governor of 


mation and improvement of the world 


R s | . . p a 
of their happiness. 
* ; ; g ' . : 
. . * : " Ss gf * ; 
- * 


ii. 47, &c. and made decrees that 
were published throughout their spa- 
cious dominions, in favour of the 
profession and worship of that God, 
Dan. iii. 29. 5 5 


The affair of queen Esther and 


1 4 


Mordecai, and the decree of the re- 


nowned Ahasuerus, in favour of the 
Jews in his empire, consisting of 
one hundred and twenty seven princes, 


must not only have given the Jews 


every where great distinction and 


honour, but also have rendered the 
great God more known, and his re- 


ligion more respectable, insomuch 


that We find man of the people of- | 


the land, many of the Persians, be- 


came Jews, or proselytes to the Jew- 


ish religion. eee e ee 
The great Cyrus was so well ac- 
quainted with the true God, that as 


one of his first acts, after he was ad- 


vanced to the empire of Persia, he 
made a decree for the return of the 


_. Jews into their on country, and 


Prophets after the Captivity. De- 

*{cription of the Jewiſi Ritual," or 
'Y Ceremonial Law. {bes ee eee 
„% 7 6), - - HG 
TT HE, Samaritans obstruft the 
1 Jews, in the building of the 
city and temple; so that the work 


* 


> DaNni1Et Ea 10, 1 2. : ; 


these chapters were revealed to Da- 
niel in the third year of Cyrus, and 
the third yar after the captivity. 

a 2 7 R 


3 


— 
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ning light all over the eastern coun- 


mankind, was working for the refor:- - 


in that which is the true excellency of 
their nature, and the only foundation. 
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ceased till the second year of Darius 
Hystaspes, namely, for the space of 


The visions and prophecies in 


Ha, Chapter 1. Verse 1 to 12. 
_ Haggai excites Jerubbabel, the go- 
vernor, and Jeshua, the High- priest, 
to build the Lord's house in the se- 
cond year of Darius Hystaspes. 


4 


Hase, 8 be Shine 12 to 
"a the Ed. 8 7 5 85 Chap. 5. Verse 


. 
* 


Jerubbabel 154 K immediate- 


* apply to the work. 


HA 2. Vi 1 to 10. 


3 encou . them from. 
the Lord. to proce: 5 


* 
\ Zecuanan,” 1. 2 1 to 7. 


Zechariah makes his first addiess” 
10 the Jews, who were building the 
mple, assuring them that God 
* d turn to 
if they turned to him with ä 
ance and reformation. wt 


5 * 


. 


Hat 2. Ver. 10 to the End. . | 


Haggai rebukes the indifference of 


the Jews in building the temple ;- 


encoura vigorous endeavours with 
=” blessing of lenty ; and assures 
Zerubbabe 115 
vour of Woo. Cay 5 


Zrenanian Ar Ver. 7 to the End, 
The 2, 3, 4, 5 6. ; £42086 
At this time these visions 1 
encouraged the Jews.in building. ihe! 
city and temple, and assurances of 
the divine protection against all their 
- Enemies, 


—_ | 


85 eg, 5. Spe ike the End. 
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- The £ Samaritans: again disturb the | 


. and put a Heal to the wal 
mg of = temple.” 


em with a blessing, 


* fa- : 


+ 


were ee to Zecha- | | 
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of Judea and Jerusa 


| the fift] 
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8 6. ina i to a.” 


B sends a decree to Jerusalem 
positively ordering the temple to be 


| rebuilt, and the expences of it fur- 


nished out of the taxes laid on the 
provinces; which e was 


+ done, all i it was finished. 


4 


264 7, 8. 


ThE Jews who ere in Babylon, 
| (for great numbers 


that the state 
em was now so 
thoroughly restored and established 


sian empire) Jndging 


by Dariws's decree, that it might be 


no:longer Gy by to 2 the fast in 
month (when the city and 
temple were built by Nebuchad- 


| nezzar) which they had hitherto ob- 


served for seventy years to a4 Tac 
sent two messengers to-Jerusalem to 


ask the opinion of the priests and 
prophets that were there, about this 


%%ͤ . 

God has gave. — by the 
Prophet Zechariah the answer rela- 
ting to that, and other fasts, which 


we have in the seventh and eighth 
8 of this VEE: EI Tn 


N20 > 


4 


A8 18 Rk have no ks, | 
we may suppose they were delivered 
in some of the times subsequent to 
the fourth year of Darius n 


Ez RA 6. Verse 161 to the End.” 
This year the temple was Seda. 


: les with great Joy and . | 


The 


still remained 
| there, and in other parts of the Per- 


' Book XII. 


The Jews had been about it, from 
first to last, twenty years. | 


ESTHER 1. 


Artaxerxes, or Ahasuerus, being 


entirely settled in his throne, made 


a great feast for all his nobles, and 


divorced Vashti his queen. — 


ESTHER 2. Ver. 1 to 16. 


A collection of virgins made for | 
the king, of whom Esther was one. 


EA KA 758,9, 10. 
In the beginning of this year, Ezra 
received from Artaxerxes a very am- 
ple commission for his return to Je- 
rusalem, with any of his countrymen 
that were disposed to accompany 


v, 
* 


him; giving them full authority in 


things both civil and religious, to re- 
gulate both according to the law. 
The decree was probably granted 
at the solicitation of Esther. The 
_ decree, the families, and numbers of 
the Fog that went with Ezra to Je- 
rusalem, fall within the compass of 


these four chapters. 


Note, from Ezra's entering upon 


this work, the beginning of Da- 
niel's seventy weeks is to be com- 
puted. 45 5 


the government about thirteen years, 
till Nehemiah succeeded him in the 
twentieth year of Artaxerxes, or 
„„ eres os 

_ ESTHER 2. Ver.16to 21. _ 
Esther having been only concu- 


CY 


| Malachi the Prophet. 


. 
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[ 


bine about two years, is now made 

queen. | 4 
ESTHER 2. Ver. 21 to the end. 
Bigthan and Taresh, two Eunuchs 


in the palace, entered into a conspi- 


racy against the life of Artaxerxes, 
or Ahasuerus, which was discoverec 
to-the king by Mordecai, queen 
Esther's uncle. titan 


4, 5, Cc. to the end of 
5 the Book. g 
Haman, an Amalekite, descended 


ESTHER g, 


from king Agag, in Saul's time, 
made prime minister to Artaxerxes, 


laid a plot to extirpate the whole 
race of the Jews. But it turned up- 


— 


Either. a 


on himself, as related in the book of 


| NEHEMIAH, 1, 2, 3, &c. to the end 


of the Book. 


Nehemiah, with a commission from 


Artaxerxes, or Ahasuerus, probably 
by favour of queen Esther, (Neh. ii. 
6.) succeeded Ezra in the. govern- 


ment of Judea, rebuilds the walls, 
| re-peoples the city, reforms disorders, 
c. Thus he was employed for 
twelve years, namely from the twen- 

tieth to the thirty-second year of Ar- 


1 I taxerxes, Neh. v. 14. 9 | 
Note also, that Ezra continued inn ; 4 


Within this time Ezra is supposed 


to have published his edition of the 


Hebrew sfptures. See Prideaux's 


Connection page 475. | Nehemiah 
returned from Jerusalem to the Per- 
sian court. | 


Neh. xii. 16. 


Note. About this time flourished 


N- 


70 


1 — 
* 
[4 | | 


After certain days, that is, after 
about five years, Nehemiah, returned 
to Jerusalem, with a new commission, 
and made a further reformation, with 
which a& of reformation the Holy 
pcriptures of 
closed. 


Simon the Just, High- priest of the 


Jes, completes. the canon of the 
1d Testament, by adding the two 


Books of Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, | 
1 © Zerubbabel is carried down for so 
many descents after him, as may 
e well be thought to reach to the 


ler, and Malachi. That these 


te could not be put into the cdion 


{by Ezra is plain; for four of them 
upon just grounds, were supposed 


46 to have been written by him, (that 


46 ig the two Books of Chronicles, and 


« the Books of Ezra and Esther) and 


* the Book of Nehemiah was written 


© after his time, and so in all proba- 


' « bility was the Book of Malachi; 
therefore a r time must be as- 
Signed for this insertion into the 
*© $acred: canon; and no person is 


more likely than Simon the Just, 
Miho is said to have been the last of 


the men of the great synagogue. 


What the Jews call the great | 
« gynagogue, were a number of el- | 


* and twenty, sueceeding tach other | 
ond the re- 
„ turn of the Jews from the Babylo- 
« mh captivity, tothe tice of Simon 1 3 nc 141 28 Th 
* tions they called the Mishnah, that 
4 jg, the second law; and those who 
delivered and taught them, were 
A sfiled the miſinical Doctors. See 
| Prideaux's Con. Ptolemy Soter. 


in a continued series, fr 


the Just, who streniously laboured 
in restoring the Jewish church and 
e State. 3 * hag? OS tu 
6e tures being the rule by which they 


the Old Testament are 

N I“ added to the canon in the time of 
Simon the 
* thirtyone years after Alexander the 
« Great ; for, in ® Chron. iii. 19, 


I" EE 


cet 


_— 


APPENIX TO THE 
I ®were to go, their chief care and 


3 5 ver. 6, 7, &c. I study was to make a faithful col- 


| © people. 


lacs cath, 


settled the canon of the 


> 
3 


election of those Scriptures, and 
publish them accurately to the 

« Ezra, and the men of the great 
* gynagogue, in his time, settled the 
* canon of all but the aforesaid Books, 
and these were probably settled and 


Just, who died about 


« &c. the genealogy of the sons of 


time of Alexander. 3 
In Nehemiah, ii. 22. we have 


e the days of Jaddua, spoken of as 
* then past; but Jaddua out- lived 
Alexander two years. | 2 


* 


4 These Passages, therefore, were 


« probably inserted by Simon the 


* 7uſt, who perfected and finally 


holy 
* gcriptures. e e 
After this followed the times of 


_ DESCRIPTION 


* 


DESCRIPTION 


or THE 


dien RITUAL, OR CEREMONIAL LAW. 


* 


e now. e pack to gs oe | 
Mosaic constitution, which 


| consisted: 


Aan. Of political und judicial 


la; mT 
24, Of moral precepts, auch as 
the ten commandments. 113 


3d. Of rites and ceremonies, such 


as circumcision, sacrifices, washings, 
purifications, the use of certain gar- 


| ments,  &c., and divers rites by the 


priests in the tabernacle. 


We shall observe in general, hat 


the design of those ceremonies, justly | 
| and bowing to it. As also of the sun, 


explained, was to convey religious 


and moral instructions, as wel as 5 


express precepts. 


Hieroglyphics, which repregent | 


sense of the mind, 6 outward figures 
of actions, were 
antient literature. 


So the government of. the world | 


by divine Providence, and its — 


dinary interposition in favour of 46 lu 
er, 


men, is represented by a 
standing 
ing to Heaven, with the Angels as- 
cending and descending 
ceive and execute 2 from God 
above, who a var "hs * 
W 12, 197 3 


79 


the first and most 


on it, to re- 


1 DIV? 


ng. upon the earth, and-reach- | 
| the hieroglypbic-or power exerted in 


acne punishing 


| dinary 
in my favour, by many miraculous. 


In the stile of this Hieroglyphic 
our Lord speaks, John, i. 51. Heres 
after ſhall ye fee Heaven open, and 


the Angels 


Meaning, you shall see an extraor- 
ivine interposition, working 


operations. 


The nantes of f Jcvaribabave the 


rest of his family; was represented by 
the hiero 1 of his sheaf stand- 


t, and the eleven sheaves 


uprig 
Pie bie brethren standing round about, 
and moon, and eleven stars, making 


obeisance to him, Gen. xxxvii. 7, 9. 
The tribe of Judah is represented 


by a young lion; Issachar, by a stro 
ass; Dan, by a — 


EXE E 
se y a irig nr) Benja- 


min, 'by a wy 
9, 14, Ke. 


ment of — — Dl rug is 


and ruling, Isa. 
x. g. 24. Wich such a rod and 


=y Aaron appeared before Pharaoh, as. 


hierogly 5 — the 


power 


| God aſcending and 
_ deſcending upon the Jon of man. 


'Y 
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| — and authority of God, 
' Whose name they demanded the re- 
Tease of the Israelites, Exod. vii. 15. 


. accustomed; being the learning of 
that age, which t 


— 


in 


Thus they appeared as men of learn- 


ing, and ated agreeable to the lite- 


rature of the age. 
A horn, represented temporal 


wer and dominion, x: Sam. 1 Il. 10. 


Salm Ixxix. 24. 


: 8, £ 
# © 


A yoke, such as als Carried upon y 
: their Shoulders, servitude or bondage. 


| Gen. 


xXVi. 37, 40. 
This may serve to explain the na- 


: ture of -hieroglyphics, a sort of lan- 


guage to which the Jews were then 


stand much better than abstract rea- 


La ny 1 wc ee och and 


duties. 


We ma ee e | 00 ac- 


count, well admit, that * rites and 
| ceremonies of their religious institu- 


tions were hieroglyphic, and intended 


by external representations to give 


them useful instructions in true reli- 


Sion and real goodness, - 


If we consult the Prophets and 
Apostles, who were well acquainted 
with their meaning, we shall find so 


much evidence of the moral and spi- 
ritual intention of so many, as may 
induce us to believe, this was the ö 
sense and spirit of all the rest. 


They were enjoined froquent. aq 


. various ablutions, or washings with 
water; the common use of which is 


to discharge the boqy from all dirt 
and filth, and to keep it elen. 


This was a very easy representation 
of purity of mind, or of an heart pur- 

8 In this man- 
: 2 the — — 


from filth and sin. 


122 94 


they could under- 


n 


wem 


ER * 


3 


e 


A as 


Prey 


9 — 


TR 


li. 2. 


1 7 
Isaia 


your ſelves clean ; put away the evil 


APPENDIX TO THE 


Waſh me from mine iniquity. 
Waſh me, and I ſhall be clean. 
i. G. Waſh yourſelves, make. 


of your doings. Z 
Anointing with oil, or ointment, 
by which the head was beautified, and 
the countenance exhilirated, had the 


signification of honour, joy, holiness, . 


and inspiration, Psalm xlv. Acts x. 
38. The. riests officiated in gar- 
ments of ne linen, Exod. xxxix. 
27 e chat the priests should 

cloathed, or have their souls 


—.— with righiteouſne 2 FALLEN 


Burning of incense, whose smoke 


8 riseth up with a pleasant smell, was 


an hieroglyphic representation of ac- 
ceptable prayer” Ps. exli. 2 e 
L 10. 

Circumcision had aelation:to::the 
heart and soul, or to the retrenching 
all inordinate affections and inclina- 
tions, Lev. xxvi. 41. Rom. ii. 29. 

The sprinkling of blood, and of 
the water of separation (Num. xix. 
13. 10 .) was hieroglyphic and had a 

signification, see Heb. 1x. 19, 
14. 1 Pet. 1, 2. As had hkewise the 
muzzled mouth of the ox, Deut. 
xxv. 4. compared wich * mon, ix. 9. 
10. 1 Tim. . ,d. 

Some persons have indulg :thi6he 
fancies more than they ought, and 


pretended to have found more myste- 


ries in the Hebrew ritual, than were 
really designed; but these instances, 

explained by authentic evidence, may 
convince us, that the whole had a spi- 
ritual meaning; and as we are tau ght 
in the gospel every thing necessary to 


faith and practice, in the plainest 


manner, we need not 12 ourselves 


much 


Book. XII. 
much trouble about diseovering the 


| 


meaning of the other rites, which 


are not explained by the Prophets and 


Apostles. 5 
But the affair of sacriſice, so often 
mentioned in the Old Testament, was 


a type of the great Redeemer, and is 


best explained by a careful attention 
to the sufferings and death of Christ. 


CHAP. v. 


Diſſerta tion on the nature of Prophecy | ' 
and the degree of evidence, that may 
Be reaſonably fuppoſed to ręſuliſrom | 


gest some useful observations con- 


the ſame. 


strate the fulfilment of many prophe- 
cies: relative to the person, corny, 
and offices of the Messiah, we thin 
it highly necessary, by way of intro- 
duction to the main point, to offersome 


general remarks, concerning the na- 

ture and intent of scripture prophecy. 
ſining in a 
zwell to give heed 4 of 
| Chriſt which was in them did fignify, 


Prophecy ts a tight 
© dark place, and we 2 
to it until the day of dawn, according 


ks. 


Hol BIBLE. 
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themselves. 


Ay rn, 


to the Apostle's meaning, 2 Peter, i. 


19. which is thus paraphrased by a 
Should follow, 1 oe ti 11. 
same purpose our Saviour speaks 
„ things you hope for shall be placed T WEE; : 


late learned and pious prelate. 
„The time will come when the 


_ * jn a clear light, when Jo shall see 
ully 


* all your expectations 


justified 


*in the accomplishment, in the mean 
While ye do well to attend to pro- 


e phecy, though but a small glim- 
e mering light, and shining at a dis- 
e tance in a dark place, yet the best 


1 you have or can have at present.. 
; 
9 * 8 | 


8 . 


Fl 
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Metaphorical expressions and si- 
militudes ought not to be rigidly and 


strictly canvassed; it is sufficient to see 
the general import and meaning of 
them, which in the case before us 1s 


very clear and amounts to this: 
That the knowledge of God gives us 
of things future by the means of pro- 
b is but an imperfect, ohscure 

nowledge, not to be compared with 
that clear knowledge, which will at- 
tend the manifestation of the things. 


Our present business shall be to 
confirm this proposition by the au- 
thority of scripture, which may sug- 


P 2. Þ cerning the nature of prophecy and 
1 proceed, in pur- Ke . 


suance of our plan, to demon- 


the evidence arising from it. 42 
If we look into the first epistle 
of Peter, we shall find that the an- 
cient prophecies of which he speaks 
inthe passage referred to, and which 
he'stiles the more ſure word of mY 
3 not apprehended or clear- 
ly understood by those inspired per- 
sons who delivered them, for there 
he represents them, ſcarching what 
or what manner of time the 5 


when it testified before hand the fuf- 
ferings of Chriſt, and the 9 Mat 
To the 


Matt. xifi. 17. | 
Many Prophets and righteous men 
have defirett to fee thoſe things which 
ye fee and have not ſeen them, &c. 
The*'apostle Paul gives the like ac- 
count of the gift of prophecy under 
the gospel dispensation, 1 Cor. xiii; 
9, 10, 12. We know in part and we 
R e 
7 * 


Now 


% 


Now if the Prophets and righte- 
ous men of old to whom the word 


_ derstand the things which they fore- 
told, but employed themselves in 
searching and examining the prophe- 
tical testimonies of the spirit which 
the New Testament knew only in 
part, and prophesied only in part; 
it is most evident, that others, to all 
_ appearance less qualified than they 


to understand the determinate sense 


of the propheeies, could have but a 
confused and indistinct notion of the 


things foretolcc. 


* 


the Jews when they spo 


phecies under the same character; 


* 


ples, h par 


1 * * 
13 or” 


which are much harder parabies? | 
These passages are sufficient to 
prove, that Prophecy was never in- 


tended to be a very distinct evidence; 
and to shew St. Peter's meaning in 


comparing the word of Prophecy to a 1 


was in them; if the Prophets of | 


_ pens; and conse 


Prophecy is thus described by its 
divine author; I have multiplied vi- 
ions, and uſed ſimilitudes by the mi- 
1187 the Prophets,” Hoſea xii. 10. | 
which similitudes are elsewhere spo- | 
ken of as dark ſbeeches delivered to 
the Prophets in biens and in dreams, 
Numb. Xii. 6, 8. For this reason 
| ke with 
Contempt of their Prophets were used 
to say, Doth he not peak parables, 
Ezek. xx. 49. Our blessed Lord 
seems to speak of the ancient pro- 


you not, Jays he to his disci- 

FFF 
_” ow all parables? Mark iv. 
"Tt if ye understand not 
this pla in parable of the sower, how 
will ye understand all the aneient 
prophecies relating to the gospel, 1 


APPENDIX TO: THE an 
| light ſhining in a dark place, and i 


making this evidence so much infe- 


of God came, did not clearly un- 


rior to that we are to receive, when 


the fullness of time comes for the 
manifestation of God's ee | 

A figurative and dark description 
of a future event, will be figurative 
and dark even when the event hap- 


the obscurity of a figurative, and 
dark description as well after, as be- 
fore the event. The Prophet Isaiah 
describes the peace of Christ's king- 
dom in the following manner: Ine 
oh, ſhall dwell with the lamb, and 
the leopard ſhall lie down with the 
kid, and the calf and the young lion 


and the fatling together, and a little 


child fhall lead them. Isaiah xi. 6. 
It is reasonable to think that none 


understood this passage literally; nor 
can it now be literally applied to the 
spel; it was and is capable of dif- 
erent interpretations; it may mean 
temporal peace; but whatever the 


true meaning is, this Prophecy does 


no more obtrude one determinate 


sense upon the mind since the com- 


1 ing of Christ than it did before. 


It is absurd therefore to expect 
clear and evident conviction from 
every single propheey applied to 
Christ, as the evidence must arise 
from a view and comparison of all 
Propheeies are not all of one kind, 
or of equal clearness; the most lite- 


ral Prophecies relating to Christ were 


not always at the time of the deli- 


very the plainest; for many of these 
relating to the most surprizing and 


wonderful events under the gospel, 


ently will have all © 


' 
4 
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wanted not the veil or cover of fi- 


gurative language. A virgin ſhatl 
conceive @ ſon, was a proposition 
which seemed to want some other 

interpretation than aliteral one, Which 
was totally inconsistent with all in- 
stances of former experience; and 
therefore probably this Prophecy was. 


not understood by the ancient Jews, 


as importing a miraculous concep- 
tio = tier! | 
The event 
phegy clearer than it was before; the 
language of it was as well under- 
stood in the Prophet's time as now; 


but common sense led every man to | 


understand it in a sense agreeable to 
nature and experiencgce. 
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has not made this Pro- | 


In like manner the prophecies : 
from which the resurrection of Christ 
is inferred, were obscure and dark 
from a seeming inconsistency bet wegn 
the several parts of them. It is fo 


told that Christ should be de/þz/ed and 
| to shew what kind of evidence we 


rejected of men, a man of sorrow and 
affliction; that his affliction should 

ursue him even to the grave; and 
it is also foretold, that notwithstand- 
ing these sufferings, and a wretched 
death, he should prolong his days, and 
have an everlaſting kingdom, and ſee 


the work of the Lord proſper in his. | 
| Th | phecy however, dark and obscure at 


hands, AP 2 

These prophecies are not all plainer 
now than they were in the begin- 
ning; but the plain sense ee. at 
that time loaded with contradictions: 
here was one born to 1/ery and 7. 
Aiction, and yet he was the heir of 
an everlaſting kingdom : he was con- 

demned, executed, laid in the grave, 


of a christian divine, to 


and after all this he was to prolong 


1 
Lord profper in his hands, The re- 


surrection of Christ reconciled all 
these difficulties, and seeming in- 
consistencies; and we now readily 
admit these prophecies in their plain, 
liternal sense, which was a very plain 
sense before, though a very hard one 
to be imagined or believed. . 
We may observe then, that the 
most literal prophecies have received 


the greatest confirmation, and the 
most light from the event; for the 
difficulty in this case not lying im 


the darkness or obscurity of the ex- 
pression, but the seeming impossi- 
bility of the thing foretold, was fully 
cleared up by the accomplishment of 
the event: but no event can make a 
figurative or metaphorical expression 
to be a plain, or literal one, or re- 
strain any prophecy to one determi- 


nate sense only, which was originally 


capable of manyr.: 1 8 
These things have been premised, 


ought to expect from prophecies af- 
ter their accomplishment.. The ef- 
fect of this argument is greatly ob- 
structed, when persons expect from 
it more than it will yield; an error, 
into which they are drawn by hear 
ing it often insinuated, that pro- 


irst, grows extremely plain on its 
accomplishment ;: which, in some 


cases, is in fact true; but is not, 


nor cannot be so in all. 1 204 
This pleading as it were for the 


obscurity of antient prophecies, may 


appear strange, as it may well be con- 
ceived more agreeable to the purpose 
maintain 


Nov, 


Hle hath graciously given us in 
both cases so much light as he thought 
proper, and enough to serve the ends 


to sup 


said, I would to God all the Lord's 


People were prophets; it is fervently |] 


said in the present; would to God all 


nifest to all his people. 


the prophecies of the Lord were ma- 


upon us; and to enquire, why the 
-antient prophecies are not clearer? 


is like enquiring, why God has not | cc 
| prophecies, relating to that great and 


given us more reasen,.or made us as 
Wise as Angels? _ | 


. he intended;  _ 


It is doubtless a mistake to con- 
ceive prophecy to he intended solely 


or chiefly for their sakes in whose 


vidence, in sending Prophets one 
after another, from Adam to Chriſt ; 


_wvered? 


As the prophecies of the New Tes- 
tament appear to be e ee, | 
for our sakes, who: live by faith and 
not by sight; so the antient/prophe- 

cies appear to have had the like use, 


and to have been chiefly intended 


the old world; for, had it been 
bother wise, a set of prophecies given 

Some few years before the Birth of 
Christ, would have served our pur- 


? 
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rity of prophecy. 
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Now, as Mojes in another case | 


pose as well as a series of prophecies : 
given from the very beginning, and 
age. If 


we consider the use of prophecy, it 


vill enable us to conceive the degree 
Is ol clearness which ought to attend it. 
But it matters little what we wish | 
for, or think best; we must be con- 
tent; With such light and direction 
as God has thought proper to-bestow | 


Some persons are apt to ground the 
truth of the events predicted, entirely 
upon the evidence of the prophecy. 
They speak, for instance, as if they 


imagined the certainty and reality of 
our Saviour resurrection very much 


concerned in the clearness of the 


wonderful event, and seem to think 
that they are confuting the belief of 
his resurrection, when they are try- 
ing to confound the prophecies rela- 
— ⁵ↄm ,d ! 
But, can any thing be more ab- 


surd? for what ground or pretence 
Libere to enquire, whether the pro- 
time the events predicted are to hap- [= 

pen. Ho long an idea doth it give | 
of the administration of divine Pro- 


ecies foretelling that the Messiah 
should die and rise again, do truly 
belong to Christ, unless we are first 
satisfied, that Christ died and rose 


1 . ? we must be in the possession 

to imagine that all this was for their | o 

_ gakes, who lived in and after the 
time of Christ, with little regard 

10 whom the prophecies were deli. 


the fact, before we can form any 
argument from the prophecy ; and 


therefore the truth of the resurrec- 


tion considered as a fact, is quite in- 
dependent of the evidence or autho- 


The part which unbelievers ought 


to take in this question, if they 
would make any use of prophecy, 


should be to shew from the Prophets, 


2d | that Christ was necessarily to rise 
t the faith and religion of 


from the dead; and then to prove, 


that in fact Ze/us never did rise; 
here would be a plain consequence. 
But if they do not approve this 


method, they ought not to meddle 


N with * ct 
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with the prophecies; for if Christ 


did not rise, there is no harm done, 
if the Prophets have not foretold it: 
and if they allow the resurrection of 
Christ, what do they gain by discre- 
diting the prophecies? the event 
will be what it is, let the prophecies 


be what they will. 


- If this be the case, that we must 
admit all the facts of the Gospel to 
be true, before we can come at the 


evidence of prophecy, it may be 
asked, what necessity there is for 
enquiring after prophecy at all? to, 


which may be added, are not the 


many miracles of Christ, his resur- 
rection from the dead, his ascension 
to Heaven, the pourin 
gifts of the Spirit upon the Apostles, 
their speaking in divers tongues, and 
doing many wonders in the Name 


of the truth of the Gospel, without 


manner they were foretold ?. 


In answer to this question; it is 


offered, that such facts once admitted 
as truth, are a complete evidence 


of the divine authority of a revela. 


tion; and that if we had known no 


more of Christ, than that he claimed 


to be attended to as a person sent and 
commissioned by God, he needed no 
other credentials than these already 


mentioned; and it would have been 


impertinent to demand what prophet 
retold his coming. | 


7 


not only the outward actions, but 


forth the 


Nothing can be a stronger or clea- 
rer proof of the divine inspiration of 
the prophets, than their foretelling 


of Christ, sufficient evidence togus, | 


troubling ourselves to know whether 
these things were foretold, or in what 


| 
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the judgment of God for their inſi- 
delity and disobedience, 6 chap. 
g ver. &c. * And he said, go ye and 
tell this people (this people, not my 
people,) Hear ye indeed, but un- 
derstand not; See ye indeed, but 
Make the heart of 

this people fat, and make their ears 


perceive not. 


even the inward dispositions of men, 
many ages before those men were in 
being. The prophets were naturally 
prejudiced in favour of their -n na- oz 
tion; but yet they foretel the infidlen 
lity and reprobation of the Jews, 
their disbelief of the Messiah, and 
| thereupon their rejection by God. 
We will not multiply quotations to 
this purpose, it will be sufficient to 
produce one or two passages from 


the Evangelical Prophet Isaiah. The 
53 chapter is a most famous prophecy 
of the Messiah, and it begins witl 

upbraiding the Jews for their unbe- 
belief, Who hath believed our re- 


port? and to whom is the arm of 
John 


the Lord revealed ?* which St. 


* 


12 chap. 38 ver. and St. Paul Rom. 


10 chap. 16 ver. have expressly ap- 


plyed to the unbelieving Jews of 
thee nee... ec. 
I !he prophet had before been com- 


missioned to declare unto the people, 


heavy, and shut their eyes; lest 


the 


dec 


and over the kingdoms, to root out, 


5 e and 


see with their eyes, and hear 
with their ears, and understand with 
their heart, and convert and be 
healed. In the style of scripture the 
prophets, are said to do what they 
15 well be done; and in like 
manner Jeremiah is said, 1 chap. 
10 ver. to be set over the nations, 
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and pull down; and to destroy, and 
to throw down, to build and to 


plant; because he was authourised 
to make known the purposes and de- 


erees of God, and because these 
events would follow in consequence 
of his prophecies. Make the heart 
of this people fat, is therefore as 


much as to say, denounce my judg- 


ment upon this people, that their 
heart shall be fat, and their ears 
heavy, and their eyes shut; lest they 


see with their eyes, and hear with 


their ears, and understand with their 
heart, and convert, and be healed. 
This prophecy might relate in some 
measure to the state of the ſews be- 


fore the Babylonish captivity; but 


it did not receive its full completion 
till the days of our Saviour; and in 
this sense it is understood and ap- 
pulwied by the writers of the New 
\- Testament, and by our Saviour 
himself. The prophet is then in- 
formed, that this infidelity and ob- 
stinacy of his countrymen, should be 
of long duration. Then said I, 
Lord, how long? And he answered, 
until the cities be wasted without 
inhabitant, and the houses vithout 
man, and the land be utterly deso- 
late, and the Lord have removed 


men far away, and there be a great 
forsaking in the midst of the land.“ 


Here is a remarkable gradation in 
the denouncing of these judgments. 
Not only Jerusalem and the cities 
should be wasted without inhabitants', 
but even the single kou/es should be 


without. man; and not the houſes of 


the cities should be without man, 


EY 


* 


* 
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terly deſolate; and not only the 
people should be removed out of 


the land, but the Lord should re- 


move them far away: and they 


should not be removed for a short 


riod, but there should be a great 


or rather long for /aking in the midſt 
of the land. | 1 8 


And hath not the world seen all 


these particulars exactly fulfilled ? 


Have not the Jews laboured under a 
spiritual blindness and infatuation, 
in nearing but not underſtanding, in 


| /eceng but not perceiving the Messiah, 


after the accomplishment of so many 
prophecies, after the perpormance 


of so many miracles? and in consce 


quence of their refusing to convert 


and be heated, have not their cities 


been waſted without mhabitont, and 


their houſes without man? Hath 


t their land been utterly deſolateꝰ? 


Have they not been removed far s 
away into the most distant parts of 
the earth? and hath not their re- 


moval or banishment, been now more 
than 1700 years duration? And do 
they not still continue deaf and 
blind, obstinate and unbelieving? 


The Jews at the time of the delivery 
of this prophecy, gloried in being the 
peculiar church, and people of God: 


and would any Jew of himself have 
thought, or have said, that his na- 
tion would in process of time, be- 


come an infidel and reprobate nation, 


inhdel and reprobate for many ages, 


oppressed by men, and forsa ken by 
God? It was above 750 years before 


Christ, that Isaiah predicted these 


things; and how could he have pre- 


dicted them, unless he had been 
et 43 65 illuminated 
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illuminated by the divine vision; or 


how could they have suceeeded ac- 


cordingly, unless the spirit of pro- 


phecy, had been the spirit of God? 
The Jews would not receive Christ, 
on account of his long and patient 
sufferings, his being meanly attired, 


and his fortune low; this was a great 


prejudice against him in the opinion 
of the Jews, who expected greater 
things from their Redeemer, and 
could not easily hope to see him re- 
turn in glory and power, who lived 
and died so meanly and so miserably; 
but it is a sufficient answer to all 
such prejudices, to prove, that mean 
as he appeared, he had a real Majeſty 
and glory, being actually invested 
with honour and glory from God the 
Father. 3 „ 
We shall close this subject with 
the following observation. 7 
The more ſure word of prophecy 


here mentioned, is not to be under--] 
stood meerly of the prophectes of the 
01d Testament; for it evidently re- | 


fers to the prophecies of the New 


 likewise, as appears in the first Epis- | - 


_ tle, where St. Peter appeals not only 
to the ancient prophets, but also to 
the preachers of the Gospel ; and in 
the second Epistle, where he speaks 
ot them together again, as joint sup- 
porters of the hopes of Christ's com- 
in 


How unhappily then was this 


text made choice of, to set up an- 
cient prophecy in opposition to the | 


] - 
| 
; — 
| 
N 


Gospel evidence, since the prophecy 


here intended, is itself a Cœſpel evi- | 
dience, and so far from being su- 
perior to all the miracles of Christ, | 
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that it owes all its authority to 


We have been a little particular 


on this head, because the enemies 


of revelation, to afford scope for their 
argument, have insinuated, that the 
evidence which Christians have from 


ee for the certainty of their 


opes and expectations, compared 
with the evidence they have from 
the preaching of the Apostle, is the 


greater and surer evidence; where- 


as the authenticity of the former ab- 
solutely depends on the evidence of 


the latter, in all the essential points 
relative to the ground work of man's 


salvation by the incarnation and suf. 
ferings of an ever blessed Redeemer. 
What evidence the former dispen- 


sation, previous to the coming of 


Christ receives from the latter, con- 
sequent upon it, we hope to shew in 


the following chapter. 


char. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Demonſtration af iv the en of | 
. the Prophecies of the Old Teſta- | 


ment, - particularly thoſe relating 
to the Per on, Coming, and Offices 


Anſwers to divers Objections, * 
ed by Unbelievers. | | 


FT elucidate the following. sub- 


ject, it is necessary to premise 


some general remarks; as we must 
look back to the rise and progress of 
divine prophecy, to discover what 


ends divine wisdom intended to sub- 
serve by it. It is no commendation 
of prophecy, to say that it is very 
dark and obscure, neither can it be a 
| reproach, provided itanswers all the 
ends designed by Providence, which 
we are now briefly to consider. 
Now to proceed with as much 


plainness and clearness as possible, 


we observe, that by prophecy in its 


most general sense and extensive la- 


cc All 


'titude ; we are to understand, 


e the declarations, which God has | 
made concerning the future state 
„ of mankind in this world, or in 
consequently, all the 
nature to be as perfect and compleat 


as = next ; 
and expectations which are 
e ee on God's promises, and 

; wi 


: of the Meſfiah, interſperſed with 


not result from reason and na- 


<« tural knowledge, must be refer- 
« red to Proprecy's”: as their ori- 
“ ginal.“ - 

It cannot be sup osed, that God 
bi delivered prophecies meerly to 
_ gratify. or employ the curiosity of the 
hs egg or that he gave his spirit 
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|| to them, 1 to em W to 
give forth predictions for the amuse- 
ment and entertainment 
World. 
intended worthy of the author; and 


of the 
There must be some end 


what end can be considered more 
worthy of God, than the promotion 
of the eee of his blessed will, 


and the general peace and happiness 


the world; 


_ of. mankind? These things belong 


to him-as Creator and Governor of , 
these things are his 


peculiar province. 


he may have fallen. 
to be the case, what essential pur- 


may be raised: 


To this assertion these objeflions 
Tis true indeed these 
things do belong to God, but what 
has prophecy to do with these 
things? God can govern the world, 


without acquainting men with his 


secrets: He has given a plain law 
to walk by, the result of that rea- 
son and knowled with which he 
has endowed us. | 

Prophecy can never contradif or 


| over-rule the light of reason and 


nature; nor can we suppose that we 
came so imperfect and unfinished out 
of the hands of the Creator, as not 
to have light enough to see our own 
duty, and to pursue our natural hap- 
piness, without an admonisher con- 
1 belore us. 
Let us allow the original state FE 


as the objectors can desire, as ve 
must be allowed to suppose, chat since 
man was created a moral agent, with 
freedom of will, it was possible for 
him to fall, and consequently possibly 
 Admitting this 


pose can natural religion subser ve? 


e it . be said will re- 


a | store F 
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store offenders to the divine favour; 
but how often will this remedy 
serve sin and repentance may go 

on in à perpetual round: to allow 
this differs little from allowing a li- 
berty and impunity to sin without 
repentance. | 


If God is Governor and Judge of 


the world, there must be a time 
for judgment, and man may, after 
all reasonable and equitable allow- 


ances made, be ripe for judgment. 


Now in this case, if a man after all 
equitable allowance made, be con- 
demned under and by the law of 
nature; to what end has he re- 
course to natural religion? He has 


had his trial, and condemnation by 


that law already; and has nothing 
to learn from 1t, but the misery of 
Inemron. ooh: 

To recommend natural. religion 
exclusively of all other assistance, it 
is by no means sufficient to shew 


from principles of reason, the ex- 


cellency and reasonableness of moral 
virtues, or to prove from the nature 
of God, that he must delight in and 
reward virtue: it must be proved 
from the nature of man too, that he 


is ex ellently qualified to obey this 


law, and cannot well fail of attaining 
all the happiness under it, that ever 
nature designed for him. What 


avails it, that the law is good, if | 


the /ubjefs are so bad, that they ei- 
ther will not, or cannot obey it? 
By proving to sinners the excellency 
of natural religion, we only shew 
how justly they may expect to be pu- 
mshed for their iniquity, A Sad 


truth which wants no confirma- 


tion ! 


PST. ITE 
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All the hope left in such a case is, 


that God may freely pardon and re- 
Store, but whether he will or no, the 
offenders can never learn from na- 


tural religion. 


This hope therefore must flow 


from another. spring; their confi- 
dence in God must and can arise only 


from the promrje of God; that is, 


from the word of prophecy; for 
which reason prophecy must for 
ever be an essential part of such a sin- 
ner's religion. | 


This reasoning exactly agrees with 


the most authentic account we have 


of the beginning of prophecy in the 


_ world. 


When God kid Parked all his 


works, and man, the chief of them, 


he viewed them-all, and behold they 
were very good. How long this 


goodness lasted we know not; that 


it did not last very long is certain. 


During the time of man's inno- 


cence, there were frequent commu- 
nications between God and him; but 
not the least hint of any word of 
he ns? delivered to him. The 

opes of nature where then alive and 
vigorous, and man had before him 
the prospect of that happiness to 
which he was creajgd, to encourage 
and support-his obedience. In this 


state, natural religion wanted no o- 


ther assistance, and therefore it had 
no other. | 


But when the case was altered by 


the transgression of our first parents; 
when natural religion had no longer 


any sure hopes or comforts in reserve; 


when God came down to judge the 
offenders, and yet with intentions fi- 


| nally to rescue and preserve them. 


+ 2 | from 
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from the ruin they had brought on 


themselves; then came in the word 


of prophecy; not in opposition to na- 


tural religion, but in support of it; 


and to convey new hopes to man, 


fince his own were irrecoverably lost 
and extinguished in the fall. 


Thus have we enqeavoured to trace 


the ends and deſigns of Almighty 
wisdom, in divine prophecy, and 
humbly presume we e convinced 
every serious christian, that it was 
given for the promotion of the know- 


ledge of God himself, and the gene- 


ral peace and hapiness of mankind; 


— 


and, upon the whole, as a concurrent 


testimony of the truth of that revela- 
tion on which depends our future and 


eternal salvation. . 

We shall now begin the prosecu- 
tion of the main point, with consi- 
dering that prophecy, which ap- 
pears to be the ground-work and 
4 all that have been 
VV 
It may genen be expected that 

the way should be cleared to this 


enquiry, by removing the difficul- 


ties which arise from the historical 
narration of the fall; and could any 
thing material be added in support 


bol what is commonly ſaid upon this 
pains would 


subject, the time and 
be well bestowed. 


But the oftener this case is con- 


sidered in all its circumstances, the 


more will the commonly received in- 


terpretation prevail, which is evi- 


dently the true and antient inter- 


» 


appears from the allusion to the 


— 


* 


pretation of the Jewish Church, as 


„rr 
in the books of the Old Testa- 


Waving therefore an attempt that 


would be productive of no real ad- 
vantage, we must demand the same 
equity of all in interpreting the 


sense of Mo/es, as they would certain- 
ly use toward any other antient wri- 
ter, which, if allowed, this plain 


fact undeniably arises from the his- 


tory, That man was tempted to 
* disobedience, and did disobey, and 
forfeited all title to happiness, and 
«to life itself; that God judged him, 
% and the decetver likewise under 
« the form of a serpent.” . 


Upon this fact therefore we pro- 
ceed to consider the prophecy before 
us. 0 | 


of time to bruise the serpent's head, 

by destroying the works of the De- 
vil, and restoring those to the liberty 
of the sons of God, who were held 

under the bondage and captivity of 
Our First Parents were now in a 
state of sin, standing before God to 
receive sentence for their disobedi- 
ence, and had reason to expect a full 
execution of the penalty threatened, 


5 In the day thou eateſt thereof, thou 
Bern of the fall, io be met with Halt furely die. 
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But God came in mercy as well as 
judgment, proposing not only to pu- 


The judg- 


nish but restore man. 


ment is awful and severe; the wo- 
man is doomed to sorrow in con- 


ception; the man to sorrow and 


travel all the days of his life, and 
the end of the judgment is, Duſt 
thou art, and to Duſt thou ſhalt re- 


turn. | TEES | 

Had they been thus left, it is 
highly reasonable to think, there 
could have been no religion left in 
the world; for a sense of religion 
without hope, is a state of phrenzy 
and distraction, void of all induce- 
ments to love and obedience, or any 
thing else that is praise-worthy. If 


therefore God intended to preserve 


them as objects of mercy, it was 
absolutely necessary to communicate 
so much hope to ns as might be 
a rational foundation for their future 
_ endeavours to reconcile themselves 
to him by better obedience. 


This seems to be the primary in-_ 


tention of this first divine prophecy, 
and it was absolutely necessary to the 
state of the world, and the condi- 


tion of religion, which could not 


possibly have been supported without 
the communication of such hopes. 


The prophecy therefore is excellently 


adapted to this purpose, and mani- 
fesily conveyed such hopes to our 
first parents; though it was in the 
phrase of St. Peter, but a light 
- Shining in a dark placdmmee. 
All chat they could with certainty 
infer from it was, that their case was 


not N e that some remedy, | t 
' whole event was known from the 
beginning, should make choice of 


some deliverance from the evil they 
were under would in time appear; 
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but when, or, where, or by what 


means, they could not understand. 


However, upon the whole we may 
venture to pronounce, that this pro- 


mise or prophecy, though surrounded 


with all this obscurity, is foundation 
for religion, trust and confidence 


towards God after the fall, in hopes 
of deliverance from the evils intro- 
duced by disobedience. 


If any are desirous of knowing, 


whether this PIopRery is the obvious 


and most natural meaning of it, in 
that sense wherein our 5 parents 
and their children after them, might 
easily understand it, has been verified 
by the coming of Christ; it is pre- 
sumed it may be clearly proved, 
that all the expectation raised by this 
prophecy has been completely an- 
swered by the redemption wrought 
by Christ Jesus: and what more can 


be desired than to see a prophecy ful- 
filled exactly? 8 | 


This prophecy is urged further 
by Christian writers, who shew from 
the terms of it, that Christ 1s there- 


in particularly foretold: he properly 
is the Seed of the Woman, in a sense 


which no other ever was, his suffer- 
ings. were well prefigured by the 
bruising of. the heel, his complete 


victory over sin and death, by bruz- 
ing the Serpent's Head. | 


Though we readily allow that the 


expressions do not necessarily * 
this sense, yet since this prophecy has 


been plainly fulfilled in Christ, and by 
the event appropriated to him alone; 


ve may demand, if it is absurd in us 


to suppose, that God, to whom the 


such 


: 
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such expressions, as naturally con- 
veyed so much knowledge as he in- 


tended to convey to our first pa- 
rents? 5 | 


However the wisdom of man may | 


despise this method, there is nothing 


in it unbecoming the wisdom of God; 
and when we find this to be the case, 


not only in this-instance, but in many 


other prophecies of the Old Testa- 


ment, it 1s not withopt reason that 
we conclude, that under the obscu- 


_ rity of antient prophecy, there was 


an evidence of God's truth kept in 
reserve, to be made manifest in due 
Upon the whole, this prophecy 
was the grand charter of God's mer- 
ey, after the fall. Nature had no 

certain help for sinners liable to con- 
demnation; her fight was lost with 
her innocence. It was necessary 
therefore, either to destroy the offen- 
ders, or to save them, by raising them 


to a capacity of salvation, by giving 


them such hopes as might enable 


them to exercise reasonable religion. 


So far the li ght of prophecy ex- 


| tended; but by what means God in- 
tended to work his salvation, he did 
not expressly declare; and who has a | 


right to complain that he did not, 


br to precribe to him rules in dis- 
s his mercy to the children of 


pensing 


This prophecy, we, upon whom 


the latter days are come, have seen 


* - verified more fully than those to 


whom it was delivered could perhaps 


conceive. View it therefore with 
respect to them, and you will find it 
answered their wants. View it with 


respect to ourselves, and you find 


* 
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that it answers our expectations; 


wherefore then complain we of its 
obscurity ? * 


As we shall rather conſine ourselves 


to clear and distinct prophecies, and 
such as nearly relate to God's great 
dispensation of mercy and goodness 
toward mankind, manifested by the 
revelation of his son, we pass on to 
the important period, which begins 
at the call of Abraham, and runs 
through the law and the prophets, 


ending where the gospel of Christ 
Jesus commences. | 


How soon the world after the de- 


luge corrupted their ways and lost 


the knowledge of the true God, and 
changed the glory of the incorruptible 


into an image made like to corrup- 


tible man, we cannot certainly know; 


Abraham's time, idolatry had spread 


far and wide, and taken deep root 
even in the family of Shem, and in 

articularly, from 
| which Abrahams descended. 


that branch of it 


This being the case, it is highly 
probable, that true religion had en- 


tirely failed in the world, had not 


9 — 


. 


bleffing. And I will bleſs them 


God visibly interposed to preserve 


such a sense of it, as was necessary 
for the accomplishment of his great 
design to restore mankind.  _ 

When Abraham was called, and 


received the promises, he had assu- 


rance given him not only of peculiar 
blessings to himself and posterity, but 


likewise of a general blessing to be 
conveyed through him to mankind, 


but this we certainly know, that in 


Wwe 


T will make of thee, says God, a great 


| nation, and will bleſs thee, and make 


WF 


thy name great, and thou ſhalt be a 


that 
bleſs 
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blefs thee, and cog him that cur ſeth 
thee. Immediately it follows, And 
in thee ſhall all families of the earth 
be blefſed, Gen. xii. 2, 3. It is of 


great importance in the present case 


to distinguish rightly these promises. 
The promise of temporal prospe- 
rity to Abraham and his posterity, is 
sufficiently explained in the course of 
his story. These were great promi- 


ses; and great inducements to obe- 
dience; but, except the particular 


gift of the land of Canaan, there 
Was nothing in them peculiar to 
Abraham and his posterity only. 
Thus far then the promise to Abra- 
ham, appears to be derived from the 
temporal covenant established with 
Noah and his sons after the flood, 
in which other nations and people 
had a share as well as himself; but 
if we look foward, we shall see the 
distinction between the several pro- 
mises grown plain, when God re- 
news the covenant, and limits the 


n. 


peculiar bleſſing of Abraham to the | 
nants, in the case of Ishmael, the 


son of Hagar, the Egyptian, and 


son, which should be born of Sarah 
his wife. Ke 5 | 
In the 17th of Genesis, the Lord 
e to Abraham, and says, I am 
the Almighty God, wall before me, 
and be thou perfect. Then follows, 7 
oll mate my covenant between me 
and thee, and will multiply thee ex- 
ceedingly—and thou ſhalt be a father 


FT... 


many nations. 


At the 7th. Verse, God promises 


to establish an everlaſting covenant, | 


with him, and his seed, to give him 
and them all the land of Canaan for 


an everlaſting poſſeſſion, and to be 


— 2 


* 7 


_ 


_ __ Here are either two covenants, 


ol 


* 
7 


| mentioned together in the compass 


of a few lines; or else the same co- 


venant repeated with this difference, 


that in the last place it is stiled an 
everlaſting covenant, and the land of 
Canaan is assigned for an everlaſting. 
possession, with this remarkable ad- 
dition, that God promises to be the 


God of Abraham, and of his seed 


aer b rt 1h ot oe 
This is the first time that this pe- 
culiar character assumed by God, of 


being the God of Abraham, and of 
| his seed, occurs in scripture, and it 
is evidently connected with the pro- 
mise of the everlaſting eovenant; 


Which connection seems to be the 


true foundation of our Saviour ar- 


gument, from this expression, to 
prove the resurrection of the dead, 


| as the connection of the land of Ca- 


naan, to the everlaſting covenant, 


seems to be the reason of treating 
the land of Canaan, as a type or sign 
of heaven. N 


The distinction of the two cove- 


Isaac, the son of Sarah, Abraham's 


vile made by God himself, is the 


foundation of St. Paul's argument 
to the Galatians, It is written, says 
he, that Abraham had two ſons, the 
one by a bondmaid, the other by a free 


woman. But he who was of the bond 
| woman, was born after the fleſh ;1 but 
| he of the free woman was born by pro- 


miſe. Which things are an allegory, 


for theſe are two covenants, Gal. iv. 
- 22, 24s: 24: | 


Whoever is capable of considering 


| what is related concerning this mate 
ter in the book of Genesis, will evi- 
| = | dently 
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as fully justify the apostle's reason- 


ing upon this point. 


„% Aahem 


had of the blessing promised to all 
nations through him and his seed? 
what he thought of the manner and 


ing them from the remaining curse 
of the fall, there can be little doubt. 


He knew that death had entered by 


sin; and he knew that God had pro- 
mised victory and redemption to the 
seed of the woman. . 


5 Upon the hopes of this restora- 


tion, the religion of his ancestors 


was founded; and when God, from 
whom this blessing upon all men was 


expected, did ex pressly promise a bles- 


sing on all men; and in this promise 


founded his everlasting covenant: 
what could Abraham else expect, but 
the completion in his seed of that an- 
tient promise and prophecy concern- 


ing the victory to be obtained by the 


seed of the woman? 
The blessings belonging to the spe- 


eeial covenant, given to Abraham and 
his seed, were reserved to be reveal 


end in God's appointed time. The 


Prophets under the law could not be 
commissioned to declare these bles- 
eings openly and nakedly, without 
anticipating the time of their reve- f 
Hence it is that the predic- ö 
tions concerning Christ and his king- 
dom, are cloathed in such figures, as 
were proper to rouse the hope and 
attention of the people, without car- 


lation. 
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dently see, that there are indeed two 
-covenants; and two such covenants 


e 


8 


Juda, ſays Jacob, thou art he 


x 


rying them beyond the bounds of 
knowledge, prescribed by God to the 


age of the jewish covenant. | 
The Gospel is not founded on tem- 


poral promises; so far from it that 
| we are called upon to take up our 
cross and follow Christ. The bring- 
ing in of better hopes has vacated the 
method by which it should be effeR- 
ed, we cannot pretend to affirm. But 
that he understood it to be a promise 
of mo mankind, and deliver- 


promises of the mosaic covenant, 
and it is expected of us, after 80 


much light given, that our faith 


should be proof against the adversi- 


ties of the world, without the help 
of a Prophet to foretel or reveal to us 
in every instance the counsel of God. 
Those prophecies, which relate to 
the great trust vested with the Jews, 
even the hopes of redemption; which 


were to be a blessing to all the na- 


tions of the earth, are events, in which 


we are highly concerned, and which 
will deserve our particular considera- 
tion. * , ; % TT HA yr 7 Sr 


The next limitation of the spi- 5 
ritual covenant is to the tribe of 


Judah in that famous prophecy deli- 


vered by Jacob just before his death; 
The ſceptre ſhall not depart from u- 
dal, nor a law-grver from between 
| hrs ſeet, until Shiloh come, and unto 
Aim fhall the gathering of the: people 
be, Gen. xlix. 10. 1 Joy 


There are so many interpretations | 


of this prophecy, some peculiar to 


the Jews, and some to the christians ; 
that we shall not enter into the decisi- 
on of them at present; but take the 
whole prophecy relating to the tribe 


of Judah together; and there will 
be enough to answer our immediate 
purpose, without entering into these 


obscurities. 


whom 


i 
f 
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vom lh brethren ſhall 5 t hy * 


hand. ſhall be in the neck of thine 
enemies; thy father's children: ſhall. 


bow: down: beſore thee, Gen. xlix. 8. 
"a form of words not unlike 

this, the peculiar blessing was ap- 
propriat to Shem, Zaphet ſuall dwell 
wn lie tents of Shem, and Canaan, 
en ſervant, Gen. ix. 26. 
When. Jacob himself had the bles- 
sing of Abraham settled upon him by 

his father Isaac, in preference to his 
brother Esau, the very words in 
which the grant was made to him, 
are these: Let people ſerve thee, and 
nations bow down to thee; be thou 
Lord over thy brethren, and tet thy 
mother's ſons bow down to thee, Gen. 
xx vii. 29. | 

Now when * partly: uses these 
very words, partly others of like 
import, ean he be understood to be- 
stow any other blessing on his son 
Judah than that very blessing which 
he in the same form of words, re- 
ceived from his father ? 

The next and last limitation of 
Wiz special promise is to the family 
of David; a point so uncontested, 
that there is no room to call it in 

uestion, without rejecting the au- 
N of all the promises, and 80 
plain withal that it needs no proving. 

Here the promise rested until it 
fell upon him, from whom it was re- 
served, and to whom it was ever 
due; who was the firſt-born of every 
creature; and concerning whom the 
Almighty had declared long before, 
1 will ——— him my farſt- born, higher 
than tlie kings of the earth. 

Here it is fixed, and here it must 
rest, till all things. are accompliſhed ; 


their fathers. - | 
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for he must reign till he hath put all 


enemies under his fect,” till death 15 


self is swallowed up in victory. 
It is proper to be observed, thavabs 


prophecies, relating to the covenant 
of better hopes, were given to the - 
people of God: when religion itself 

seemed to be in distress, and to want 
all helps to support it in the world. 

When idolatry and evils of every . 
kind prevailed, then for the sake of 


of the few righteous, were the better 
hopes revived, that the 7uſt might 
live by faith, en _ a ee 
might be Javed.” 


This was a Were in which Une 


faith wanted the comfort of future 
hopes; the present scene was dark 
and gloomy; the loving-kindness of 


the Lord was hid from his people, 
and they saw nothing but tokens of 


anger and displeasure on every side. 
In this time therefore, God thought 
fit to give more and plainer indica. 

e his purpose, to establish the 
. of righteousness, than had 


ever been given eee e, the : 


days of Adam; 


Now was it that cos r in been 


all: nations were to be bleſſed was ma- 
nifestly described; that the time and 
place of his birth were appointed; . 
that his great works, his glories and 5 


his sufferings were foretold. 


Now it was that God taught his- 
people plainly to expect a new co- 
venant, a better than that made with 
In a word, now it 


was, that all eyes were opened to 
look for his coming, who was to be 
the glory of Hrael, the defire o, all 
nations, « a _ to ighten the Gen- 
2 


8 B ; | This 


work of prophecy was finished; and 


in a few years, the gift itself ceased. 


A plain and demonstrative evidence, 
chat che hirit of prophecy is the tes- 
timony of Jesus; and that all the bles- 
sings and promises, given to God's 
ancient people, were to have their 
minal accomplishment in the manifes- 
tation of the Seed ſecd. 


7 
= 


That the prophecy: delivered at the 
time of the fall, was understood in 
the ancient Jewish church, to relate 
to the times of the Messiah, may 
with great probability be inferred 
from many passages, but especially 
from one in Isaiah, where, after a 
full description of the kingdom of 
Christ, and the happiness of those 
who were the ſeed ofethie bleſſed of the 


Lord, the state and condition of the 


wicked, in the time of that kingdom, 
is thus described in a fe words, And 


duſt fliall be the ſerpent's: meat, Isa. 


Ix v. WE 
By what figure of speech, or for 

_ What reason is the serpent here made 
tosignify, those who are distinguished 
from the ſeed of the bleſſed? Why is 


the punishment of these reprobates 


set forth by the serpent's eating dust? 


Theie is nothing in the Prophet to 


explain this figure; but he seems to 
use it as a mode of expression, well 
known and perfectly understood by 
his countrymen; and from whence 
. could they borrow it, but from the 
history of mans fall? There you may 
find the ſeed of the bleſſed, to whom 
victory over the serpent is promised; 


And there you may see the serpent 
doomed to eat dust; and the allusion 


1 
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| being opened, 
and placed in so clear a view, the 
Messiah, shews, in what sense it was 
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to this ancient prophecy in Isaiah's 
description of the kingdom of the 


understood of old, and for many ages 
before the birth of Christ. 
These prophecies relating to the 
Messiah, have still a large and more 
extensive use, not confined to any 
particular age, but reaching to every 
age of the christian church. They 
were given to the eus H old for the 
support of their faith, and are a 
standing reproof to their children of 
this age for their unbelief. They 
taught those of the old time to ex- 
pect the kingdom of Christ, and are 
a condemnation to those of this time 
for rejecting it. They were a sup- 
port and an evidence to the gospel, 
and furnished every _true- believer 
with an answer to give to him, who 


aſketh the reaſon of the hope that 1s 


„ 


in hem. 10 Jͥͤ0ͥ )J“ | N20 
The prophecy of Moses recorded 

in the 17th; of Deuteronomy, de- 
serves our particular attention: it 
runs thus: Ihe Lord thy God will 
raiſe uß unto thee a Prophet, fromthe 
midſt of thee, of thy: brethren lite unto 
me, unto him ye ſhall hearken;ver.'15. 
The same is repeated ver. 18. with 
this addition: And it hall come to 
paſs (they are the words of God) 
that whojoever will not hear en unto 
my words which' he (that Prophet) 
ſhall fheak in my name, I will require 
9051 SOME OL 051 


g% 
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Here now is a plain declaration on 
God's part, at the very time the 
law was established, of another Pro- 


Phet, like unto, Moses to be raised in 


4 Wr 


time, as a new law- iver to whom 
1 I know 
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I know full well, that great autho- 
rities are produced for interpreting 
these words of a succession of Pro- 
phets in the Jewish church; but 
notwithstanding these authorities, 
the appeal lies to the law and to the 
testimony, and thither must we go. 


In the first place then, the text 


speaks of one Prophet only in the sin- 


gular: number and not of many. In 


this case therefore the letter of the 
text agrees with our sense; an ar- 
gument which ought to have great 
weight with those, who make such 
heavy complaints, when in demon- 
strating the authenticity of scripture, 
Ve go beyond the literal sense of the 
Old Testament. 8 84 ral 
2d. To expound this passage, of 
a succession of Prophets, and to say 
| that all were to be like Moſes, con- 
tradicts God's own declaration con- 
cerning the manner, in which he in- 
tended to deal with other Prophets: 
As to all other Prophets, God de- 
clares he would speak to them in 
d ons, and in dreams, but with 


Moſes, he would converse mouth to 


mouth, or as it elsewhere ex pressed, 
face to face. Herein then consisted 
one chief dignity and eminence of 
Moſes, and in this respect the Pro- 
phets of Hrael were not to be like 

ES 


gd. The likeness to Moſes, spoken 


ol in the passage under consideration, 
has a special regard to this singular 


privilege of seeing God face to face, 
as is evident partly from the text it- 
self, and partly from the close of the 


book of Deuteronomy compared with | 
upon the whole nation; every man 
is given of a Prophet like Mes, F who considers the state of the 


the text: In the text itself a promise 


e T* * > 3 - 2 
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pounded by God's saying, I will put 


ü 


as 


ter had a vision; St, 
ons; 
dreams; but Christ himself neither 
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which likeness in the 13th verse is ex- 


my Words in his Mouth, which im- 


ports something more than speaking 


to him in vons and in dreams. 

4th. If we enquire from historical 
evidence after the eompletion of this 
prophecy, we shall find, that it did 


most punctually agree with the eha- 


racter of our Saviour, and with no 
other Prophet, either before or after 


him. All the Prophets of the Old 
Testament saw visions and dreamed 


dreams; all the Prophets in the 


St. Pe- 
John saw visi- 
St. Paul had visions and 


New were in the same state. 


saw ea vision, nor dreamed a dream, 


but had intimate and immediate com- 
munication with God the Father; he 
' was in the Father's boſom, he and no 
man else had ſeen the Father, and 
had the fulineſs of the Godhead in 
Aim. 
ed; that Moſes and Chrift are the 


ow let it be seriously observ- 


only two in all the sacred history, 


who had this communication with 
God: the likeness to Moſes is said 
directly to lie in this, of seeing God 
Face to face. Can the promise then 
of raising a Prophet like unto Moes 
be possibly applied to any other per- 
son than jesus Christ? the other 


part of the parallel needs not to be 


insisted on; that Christ was a law- 
prone easily be admitted on all 


ands ; but the execution of this 


threat, annexed to this prophecy is 
too remarkable to be passed over in 


silence; has been literally fulfilled 


Jews, 
from 
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from the rejection of Christ to this 
day, must own, that this part of the 
prophecy at least, has been punctu- 
n, wot we to 
Those who are educated: in the 


belief of christianity, and taught to 
receive the books of both Testaments 


with equal reverence, are not apt to 
distinguish between the evidence for 
their faith arising from the one and 


the other: but if we look back to the 


earhiest times of preaching the Gos- 


pel, and consider how the case stood 


as to the Jewish converts on one side, 


who were convinced of the divine 


authority of the Old Testament; and | 
as to the Gentile converts on the 
other who had no such persuasions, 
the distinction will appear very ma- 


The ancient prophecies, though 
they are evidence both to the Jew 
__ d t 


> he Gentile, yet they are not so 
to both in the same way of reason- 


ing and deduction, nor to the same 


end and purpose; for, observe, the 


ws were possesaed of the oracles of 


| od, and firmly persuaded of the 


truth of them; the very first thing 


therefore Which he had to do upon 


the appearance of the Messiah, was 
to examine his title, by the cha- 


ratten given of him in the Prophets; 


for he could not consistently with his 
belief in God, and faith in the an- 
tient prophecies, attend to other ar- 
guments, till fully satisfied and con- 


Vvuinced in this. All the prophecies; 
of the Old Testament, relating to the 
offices and character of the Messiah, 
were immoveable bars to all pre- 
tensions, till fulfilled and accom- 
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any thing. 


plished in the long expected Re- 


deemer. 


For this reason the preachers of 


obo Gospel, in applying to the' Jews, 


begin with the argument from pro- 


phecy. Thus St. Paul, in his dis. 
course with the Jews at Antioch, be- 


gins with the call of Abraham; and 


after a short historical deduction of 
matters from thence, to the time of 
David, he adds, Of this man's feed- 
hat God, according to his promiſe; 
| rarfed unto Tfrael, a Saviour, Jeſus, 
— ba nl ot RET, 


Here the whole argument evident- 


ly rests upon the authority of Pro- 


+ phecy, and all the part of the Apos- £ 
tolical sermon are answerable to that 


beginning, proceeding from one end 


to the other, upon the authority of 
the old Prophets. I 391] 


But the very same Apostle St. Paul, 
| preaching to the row. of Athens, 
Acts xvii. argues from other topics 7 


for he says nothing of the Prophets, to 
whose mission and authority the 


Athenians were 1 strangers; but 


begins with declaring to them, God 
that made the world, and all things 
therein; and goes on condemning. 
all idolatrous practices; and assuring 
them, that God is not worſhipped 
with mens hands, as though he needed 


» * 


- He accounts to them, for the past 


times of ignorance, at which God 


i 
o 
: 


| winked; and tells them, that now he 


7 
1 
A 
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calls men to repentance, having ap- 
pointed Crit Feſus to be the judge 


' of all men, for the truth of which 
: he appeals to the evidence of Christ's 
resurrection.— Where, says the 


Apostle, 


Book XII. 


Apostle, he hath given aſſurance unto 
all men, in that he raiſed him from 
the dead, Acts xvi. 31. 5 
Wherefore is St. Paul's argument 
upon one and the same subject in 
Acts xiii. and xvii. so apparently 


different from each other? can this be | 
' accounted for any other way, than 


by considering the different circum- 


stances of the persons to whom he: | 


delivered himself? In Acts xm. he 
argues professedly with the Jews, to 
whom were committed the oracles 
of God, and who, from these 'ora- 
cles, were well instrutted in the great 


marks and characters of the expected 


Messiah. It had been highly absurd 
therefore to reason with them upon 
other arguments, till he had first 


convinced them from their Prophets. 


To them therefore he urges and 
AN the authority of prophecy 
only; but to the Athenians, who 
knew not the Prophets, or if they 
knew them, had no reverence or 


esteem for them, it would have been | 
that purpo e 
Heing so far established, they were 
led back to view this wonderful scene 
of Providence, and the state of the 
world; and came to see that Christ 


absurd to offer proofs from prophe- 
e | | I: 


It is very observable, that St. Paul 


in his sexmon at Athens goes no fur- 
ther, than calling them to repent- 


ance, and to faith in Christ, as the 


person appointed by God to judge 
the world. 3 
No in this doctrine he carried 
natural religion with him in every 
point, except the appointment of 
Christ to be judge, for which he ap- 
peals to the evidence given by God 
in raising Jesus from the dead. 
But to the Jews he speaks of a Sa- 
viour, of remission of sins, of the 
justification of believers from all 


* % 


| 
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things, from which the law of Mo- 
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ſes could not justify. 


The difference therefore can only 


arise from this consideration, that 


the Jews were from their Scriptures 


well acquainted with the lost con- 


dition of man, and knew that a re- 


the various administrations of Provi- 


dence, with regard to mankind, be- 
fore they could have any just notion 


of the redemption of the world. 


the case stood thus. They were cal- 


Se 5 1 


demption from sin, and the power 
of it, was to be expected. BE 
But the | Gentiles had lost this 
knowledge, and were first to be 

taught the state of human nature, and 


Wich respect to the Gentiles then, 


led from idols to the acknowledge- 
ment of the true God; from iniqui- 
ty, to the practice of holiness: by 
setting before them Christ Jesus, the 
preacher of righteousness, and the 
appointed judge of the world, un- 
der the confirmation of many signs 
and wonders wrought by God for 


was not only the judge, but the Re- 


| 


lieved the Prophets, because they had 
so exactly foretold 8 Both 


became stedfast believers 


in his way, a full view of all the 
dispensations of Providence toward 
mankind. e 


8 C 


deemer of mankind. To the Jews 
prophecy was the first proof; to the 
Gentiles it was the last. The Jew' 
believed in Christ, because foretold 
by the Prophets. The Gentile be- 


COT 


aving each 
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If this account he genuine and au- | the colour of adhering stedſastly and 
thentic, it will enable us to clear the | taithfully to God's first covenant, and 
argument from prophecy of the ma- reje& his second, when the time of 
ny mis representations, under which publication VV 
the enemies of revelation have in-] | There are of this sort many 
dustriously clouded it. It will-shew: | phecies im the Old Festament; of this 
us, that there is no necessIty for a Bod are the many deelarations on 
- Gentile to become a Jew, in order to God's part, that he had no pleasure 
his becoming a Christian upon the: | in sacrifices and oblations, in new: 
authority of the antient Prophet. It Il moons, and in sabbaths; strange de- 
will shew us, that dhe proof from pro- clarations, considering that all these | 

ecy. is not an argument of the; vere his own appointment! But not 
same kind in both cases, though in in the least strange, considering the 
"both cases, proceeding apo reat and. many and frequent prophecies of a 
 *nhg: principles of reason. ne and a better covenant to be esta 

But we procectito: observe another | | blished with his people: : | 
use of 8 with regard to the | The Prophet Hatali, as ieder 800 | 
Jews, for w the Gentiles would ee is frequently stiled the Evan- 
scem not te have had che anne occa- gelical Prophet, because of the many 

sion and express prophecies, to be found 

The Jews W 1 ain him, mg. to Christ and his 
. law, eatabſhed by signs, and church. . 
wonders, and mighty works, founded: ||  Now!this Prophet, in the! very e „ 
on very great promises on one side, trance on his work, she ws the little 
and threatenings and mighty terror value of meer legal instüutions. 75 
on the other, as far as the blessings | what. purpoſe, Says he, speaking! in 
and terror of this world ean extend. God's name, 28 the meltituds of your-- 

_ "They were, warned over and over, | ſacrifices unto me .- am full of 

not to forsake their law, or to suffer the burnt-offerings of Rome, and the 

2 strange customs and ceremonies Vat 9 of fe fed beaſts ; and I detight not 
row up among them. l in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, - 

e nee eautions, intended to pre- or of he-goats.- Your new moons: | 
serve them from the corruptions of and your appointed feaſts, my foul A 
the Heathen nations around them, tet h; ; they are a trouble unto me, iT. 
might easily, as in the event they am weary to hear them, Isaiah xi. 14. 

He. ey grow into prejudices against The bringing in of prophecy was 
ary future revelation, though made not the only en in the state of 

upon the authority of God himself. religion, occasioned by the fall. Sa- 

To guard against such prejudices, crifice came in at the same time, as 
and render them without. excuse, it g appears by the course of che history; g 
was but reasonable to give them early and it is hardly pp it should 
and frequent notice ofs he change in- come in, especialſy at the time it 
Ro; that they . * — | — any otherwise than upon 555 au- 
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| thority of divine institution. It is 


the first act of religion mentioned in 


sacred history to be accepted by 


God; which implies strongly, that 
it was of his own appointment; for 


we can hardly suppose that such a 


mark of distinction would have dor. 
To chis may 


been set upon a meer human inven- 
8 | 
In latter 


times, when the account 


ol things grew clearer, sacrifice ap- 


pears to he appointed by God as an 
exhiation for /n; and we have no 


reason to imagine that it was turned 
aside from its original use. 12 
There is indeed no express. deela- 


ration of the use of sacrifice in reli- 


gion, as its first appearance, and yet 


something appears in the account 


that may afford light in this matter. 


We read that Cain brought an offer-' 


ing of the fruit of. the ground; and 


Abel of the firſtlings of luis floch and 
the fat thereof. 


7 


had not reſpect. 


Allowing the maxi 


ish church to. have been good from 


1 


he Lord had re- 
ect unto Abel, and to his gering, 
t unto: Cain and to his offering, he 


m of the Jew- 


the first institution of sacrifice, That 
without. ſhedding of blood there ts no 


remiſſion, the case may possibly be 
Abel came a petitioner for 


this. 
grace and pardon, and brought the 
attonement appointed for sin. 


Cain 


7 appears before God, as a pu/t perſon, 
_ wanting no repentance ; he brings 


an offerin 
Sod's tee 5 and bounty; but no 
attonement in acknowledgment of his 
own wretchedn es. 
The ex postulation of God with 


Cain, favours this account, If thou in. 21. were slain as sacrifices. 


in acknowledgment of 


. 
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If this interpretation is admitted, 


4 
— 


„ 
thou not be aecepted 9 


» 


dot well, halt 


If thow doſt not well, fin lieth at phy 
door. That is, if thou art righteons, 


thy righteousness shalt' save thee ; 
if thou art not, by what expiation is 
thy sin purged ? it lieth still at thy 


| be added, what the 
Aposile to the Hebrews affirms, Heb. 


xi. 4. that Abel's sacrifice was made 


excellent by faith. What could this 


faith be, but a relianee on the pro. 
mises and appointments of Gd? 


which faith Cain wanted, rehying 
on his own well- doing. N . 
it plainly shews, that the true reli- 
gion instituted by God has been one 
and the /ame from the fall of Adam, 
1 subsisting even upon the same princi- 
ple of faith. At first upon only ge- 
neral, and obschre hopes, Which 
were gradually opened and unfolded 
in every age, till the better days 
came, when God thou he god 8 
light of 


call us into the miraculous 
his gespel 5 
It is necessary to consider this piece. 
of history, because it shews that sa- 
crifice was one kind of prophecy, or 
representation of the one great sa- 
crifice once offered for the sins of 
the world. „ ; | 
In the infancy of the chureh they 
wanted: 3 and without 
doubt, were directed in every thing 
relating to religion, so far as was 
agreeableto that dispensation. Doubt- 
less Adam was instructed by God to 
saoriſice, nor is it improbable, that 
those beasts, with the skins of which 
Adam and Eve were cloathed, Gen. 


God 


+ 


\ 


632 | 
Cao ceneinly instrudted our firs 
Parents in the faith and worship; 
Which the alteration in their circum- 


? 


* 4 


* 


stances required. 


Having made a most gracious co- 


venant with them, it is not unreason- 


able to suppose, that he also signified 


immortality to their continued obe- 


5 dience) suitable to a state of inno- 


— . 


sacred writings in this respect, both. | 


cence. Buttheslayingofliving crea- 


tures (expressing the deadly nature 


* 
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was the ultimate end to which they - 


+ referred, 


Now when we may consider the 

blessed Jesus, as the Prophet empha- 
tieally so stiled, because by his mini- 
stry and doctrine he hath thrown a 
light upon those parts of. the ancient 


to them, that they should for a per- | predtttions, which appeared dark and 
petual ratification and assurance of | obscure, Thus he is stiled, a light 
it io their faith, offer. to him sacri- to lighten the Gentiles, Luke ii. 32. 
- fices; for by the blood of sacrifices, The true light which tighteth every 
coyenants were ratified in latter |. man that cometh into the world, John 
=  _ "The cating of the tree of life, [ Among the many titles by which 
wis a covenanting action (assuring | our Lord is spoken of, he is called, 


a Praphet, whom the people muſt hear 
in all things, Deut. xvii. 15. And 
again, in the nineteenth verse, God 


says, And it ſhall come to paſs, that 


whoſoever will not hearken unto my 


of sin, at the same time that it as- 
sured them of eternal life) was more 


suitable to a state of guilt. 


= Priest, and King: 


_ "Our blessed Saviour is represented 
as standing in a three-fold relation to 


his church and people; as Prophet, 
we shall therefore 


conclude this part of our subject, 


with instancing the congruity of the 


= 4 


words, which he shall heal in my 
name, I will require it of him, 
Ihe prophetic office of the blessed 
Jesus, is particularly mentioned, /. 
xlii. Behold my ſervant, whom I uß- 
hold, mine elect, in whom my foul de- 
Iighteth. I have put my ſpirit upon 
* a 
The gift of prophecy was esteem- 


before and after the fulfillment of 


ed by the pious Jews under their dis- 


pensation, in the same sense as the 
unction, or gift of the spirit, are 
esteemed under the christian, and 


| these most important events. 
TDeirst as a Prophet. We have con- 
sidered at large the nature of pro- 


phecy, and shewn that the Prophets 


of God were the instruments for 


this consideration will greatly tend 


to elucidate the congruity of the sa- 


cred writings, relative to this pecu- 
liar office of the son of God; for as 
we read in Ja. lxi. 1. The ſpirit.o f 

le Lord ꝛs upon me, becauſe the Lord 


conveying the divine mind and will, 

relative to mankind, res pecting futu- 
rity. We have endeavoured to prove 

the manner in which their predictions 


þ __ — 


have been fulfilled under the gospel 


_ * dispengation; from whence it must 


appear, that the Messiah's kingdom 


a IVY 
L *. ** "an N 


hath anointed me to preach good ti- 
dings unto the meek, &c, 


. 
5 
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brews informs us, that Gd hath wn | 


on. 


"1: HOLY 


theſe laſt days ſboken unto us by his 
rence of the latter, to the former dis- 
pensation, he writes, For rf the word | 
ſpoken to us by Angels (which would 
be more properly translated messen- 


gers) was fl eadf, aft , how ſhall weeſ/cape 


/ wenegle(t ſo great a. ſalvation, Heb. 
ii. 8 : N . | 
8 these and many 


- other passages of holy writ, it ap- 


nies of their religious institution were 


instructions and spiritual knowledge. 


pears, that the blessed Jesus, stands in 


a peculiar relation to his church and 
people as a Prophet. 
Secondly. 


hrist stands in a pe- 
culiar manner in the relation of a 
Priest to his church and people. 
The Priests, under the Mosaic dis- 
sation, were persons set apart to 

minister in holy things, and to of- 
fer sacrifices for the sins of the people. 
We have already observed con- 


cerning the Jewish rites and cere- 


monial law, that the rites and ceremo- 


hieroglyphie, and intended by exter- 
nal representations, to convey use ful 


Now a brief review of some of 
their particular customs, and their 
allusion to the offices of the Messiah, 


vill elucidate the manner in which 


Christ becomes emphatically, the 


Prieſt of his church and people. 


To become a Priest under the law, 


it was necessary that there should be 
an immediate call from God, Numb. 
xviii. 7. Christ under the gospel is 
peculiarly ordained to the priestly f 


| office, Heb. V. 10, Called o God an 


High. Prieſt. i of es 
"0 The covenant under the law was | 
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And a 7 to shew the prefe- | p 


ratified by blood, Exod. xxx. 10. 
The covenant under the glorious dis- 
ensation of the gospel was ratified 
not by the blood of beasts, but by 


the blood of Christ, who through the 
| eternal ſpirit, offered himſelf without 


Jpot to God. 


All the ceremonies and ordinances 


under the law were meerly allusive 
and typical, or according to seripture 
language, a ſhadow of good things to 
Ez the offices of Christ, and 
ordinances of the gospel are real and 


shew the necessity of the great wor 

which the redeemer effected. The 
sacerdotal function under the law was 
temporary; Christ is an high Priest 
for ever; the sacrifices under the law 


but the blood of Christ is represented 
as purifying the conſcience from dead 
\ works, &. In short the blessed Jesus 
hath by his death on the cross and 


intercession at the right hand of God 
for his people, fully completed the 


great office of Priesthood long descri- 
bed under a faint shadow, and fully 


accomplished all that was predicted 


of him. 


But gdly, Christ is represented in 


f 
the Old and New Testament in the 


character of a king; The office of 
a king in a natural sense is to reien 
rotect and defend: 


and govern, | 
' agreeable to this idea, when the Pro- 
hes Isaiah foretels the birth and king- 


3 


dom of Christ, he speaks thus, Of tie 
eaſe 'of his government and peace 


ꝛner 


there ſhall be no end, Sc. Isai. ix. 7. 


to the same purport the evangelist re. 
And ſie hall reign. 


cords, Lule i. 36. 


over the houſe of Jacob for ever. 
"8D. . 


8 


effectual. The former could _y 8 


are represented as purifying the flesh, 


Ke. 5 There is an evident allusion 
: between. those texts, f Lai. . IT; 10. 
and Rom. xv. 12. Which particularly 


dhe hope of the world; that he it was 


With respect to the deſence and 
protection which subjects in a natural 
SENSE expect from their king or prince; 1 


_ Chnistin a spiritual sense may be pa. 


also between hal. cx. 1. and 1 Cor. 


: _ to prophecy in general, it is evi- 


should bruise the serpent's head, the 


1 


ticularly deemed the king or defender 
of his people, Isai. Ixiſi. g. 7 well 


tread them ¶ that is his enemies and 
those of his people] in mine anger, 


set forth the kingly office of the bles · 
sed Jesus as it refers to the Gentiles, as 


XV. 25, 26. From whence it will 
plainly appear to the serious christian 
that his Saviour: eminently sustains 
the elevated characterofking or prince 
to his people, as he reigns over them 


by the greatness of his power, go- 


verns them by his laws and his spirit, 


. defends them from their enemies, and 
will protect them from the wrath of 
God, and all the assaults of their po- 

tent and inveterate enemy, who goes 


about seeking whom be may devour. 
Upon the whole therefore, with re- 


ent, that the /eed of the woman, who 


seed promised to Abraham, in whom 


all the nations of the ear th should be 


blessed, the son promised to David, 
to sit on his throne for ever; and the 
king, who should rule out of Sion, 
foretold by the Prophets is one and 
the ſame person; that the purpose of 
God, in giving the word of prophecy 


was the same in every age; that Christ 
has, under different degrees of light, 


been set forth from the beginning as 


3 
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whose day the faithful in every age, 
. 


1 « 


On the connection of the Old and 
New Teſtament,” or general agree- 


ment of the ſacred writers. _ 


FHE sacred volumes which we 
1 call the BIBLE, is not a book 

compiled by a single author, nor by 
many hands acting in confederacy in 


1 the same age, in which case there 
| would be no difficulty in composing 


| consistent scheme, nor would it be 


any wonder to find the several parts 
in a just and close connection; but 


the scriptures were done by several 
hands, in very different conditions of 
life, from the throne down to the very 
lowest degree, and in very distant 
ages through the long space of one 
thousand five hundred years, when 
the world must have put on a neu 
face, and men must have had diffe- 


r 


rent interests to pursue, which na- 


turally would have led a spirit of im- 
posture to have valued its schemes, 


and to have adapted them to different 


stations in the world, and to the diffe- 
rent turns and changes in every age. 
David wrote about 400 years after 
Moses, and Isaiah about 250 after 
David, and Matthew more than 700 
after Isaiah; and yet these authors, 
with all the other Prophets and Apos- 
tles, write in perfect harmony, con- 
firming the authority of their pre- 
decessors, labouring to reduce the 
people to the observance of their in- 
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structions, and loudly exclaiming 
against the neglect and contempt of 
them, and denouncing the severest 


judgments upon such as continued 


disobedient. 


This was the principal work of 


the Prophets in a long succession : 


and it is well known our Lord came 
not to destroy the Jaw and the Pro- 
phets, but to fulfil, that is, to vin- 
dicate and illustrate their meaning, 


to complete what was imperfect, and 


to answer the highest ends of what 


was typical and figurative. 

New this is a very strong pr 
that the Scriptures were dictated 
throughout by one and the same spi- 


rit, which could be no other than the 
It is 


Spirit of God, and of truth. 
allowed, as in the case of Mahome: 


tem, that an imposture, or religious 


fraud, may be handed down from 
one country to — arrived at 


length in these islands. 


one age to another, but not by seve- 
ral different persons, all making equal 
pretensions to a divine authority and 


commission; for, in that ease they | 
are to be considered, not as a suc- 


cession of teachers, deriving their 
doctrine from one common original, 

but as a single and distinct impostor, 

and consequently every one in a dis- 
tant age, and in quite a different 
state of things, would set up for 
himself, and seek a singular glory by 
building upon a distant and pe 

foundation from other s. 

It would signify little to an impos- 
tor, who has no other intention than 
to promote his own honour and in- 
terest, to pretend a commission from 
Heaven, only to give reputation to 
another deceiver, by confirming what 


he has 9 established. 
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from ourselves, as we make 


suecession of ages, quite u 
times of the Apostles ane 
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Therefore as the writers of the 
Holy Scriptures, though they all 
claim a divine authority, yet write 
in perfect connection and harmony, 
mutually confirming the dottrine 
and testimony of each other, and 


concurring to establish the very same 


religious truths and principles, it is 
a strong proof that all derive their 


instructions from the same fountain, 


namely the wisdom of God, and 


were indeed under the direction and 


illumination of his Spirit. | þ 
We may take another urgu ment | 
profes- 
sion of faith in Zefus Chriſt; for our 
profession of christianity, who dwell 
in the uttermost part of the earth, 
is a proof that the gospel spread it- 
self over all the Roman empire; for, 
from Jerusalem, it eame to us by 
gradual progress, and advaneing from 


No person can doubt by deny? that 
the Christian faith is, and for many 
ages past has been, embraced i in all 


those numerous and distant lands, 


which once composed the Reina 
empire, and even in countries far 
beyond the uttermost bounds thereof. 


In all these spacious regions, the 


Christian faith, in one form or other; 


has been rofesxed; and Baptism and 


the Lord' s Supper, in one form or 
other, have been administered, in a 
to the 
of our 


blessed Lord. n bern 

It is most certain a Boptiven and 
the Lord's Supper, those summaries 
of the whole gospel, were not inven- 


ted in FO 2 * by any 
0 
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one party of Christians, but have 
been handed down to us, and to all 


parties amongst Christians, from the 
mouth and institution of Fe/us 
No fact can be more evident than 


this: and from our Lord therefore 


and his Apostles, the gospel spread 
over the greatest part of the known 
world, which before its publication 
was universally involved in idolatry, 
established by long custom, and hu- 
man laws, strongly defended by all 
the power and learning of the world, 
by all the zeal of the wisest supersti- 
tion, by all the blindness of profound 
ignorance, and by all the incorrigi- 
. of corrupt and dis- 
solute manners; a complication of 
causes which would for ever bid defi- 
ance to any philosophy or wisdom of 
the few that can be supposed to ob- 
tain a better sense in the midst of 
universal darkness and depravity. 
' But: the gospel gained a most com- 
plete: and extensive victory over all 


these, demolisked the idols of the 
| ous, and greatly opposed and harras- 
sed by men of power and learning. 
D ITE I þ However, he preached three or four 
No this surprising change, which: years; when they caught him, and 
| crucified him as an infamous male- 
effected either by human power and | factor. 8 pietts . 
This direful event, which would 


have totally ruined an impostor, he 


. Heathen: world, and every where 
eretied the trophies of a conquering 


is notorious to all mankind, must be 


| policy, or by a divine and super natu- 


ral influence. 


By human power and policy, great | p 
not the least discouraged by the pros- 
pect, he commanded” his Disciples 
to go and preach his gospel over all 


revolutions have been brought about 
in all ages and parts of the world; 
and therefore we do not wonder at 
the spread of the Mahometan or 


gated: by the sword, under a mighty | po 


Varrior and politician, who by. ra- 
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vage, bloodshed and desolation, con- 
quered many nations and kingdoms, 
laid the foundation of a potent and 
spacious empire; and thus by vio- 
lence opened a way for the reception 
and extensive profession of his newly 


devised religion. But the religion 


of Jesus was triumphant, not only 
without the aid of human power or 
policy, but even in direct opposition 
to it. The plain fact is this: 
A poor person, about thirty years 


of age called Jeſus, a carpenter's 


son, of no education. or learning, 
without house or. habitation, with- 
out the least human interest or influ- 


ence, begins to preach repentance 


among the Jews, the most superstiti- 
ous, and bigotted people in the. 
world; declares himself the Son of 
God, gathers a few Disciples, per- 
sons in the same low and mean con- 


dition with himself, fishermen, pub- 


licans, and such like, and sends them 
about preaching, what he called the 
Goaped, and kingdom of God. 

He was despised by the superstiti- 


lainly foresaw and foretold; but. 


the world; promising that after his 
death, he would assist them with. 
o wer from Heaven, in virtue of 
which they. Should certainly succeed. 
„ | They 
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They believed him; they set out; 
they preached | 


ter, as the Lord and Saviour of all 
mankmd ; and which is very strange, 


under the conduct and influence of 


a master, who was dead to the world, 
and gone to another state ! they pre- 


vailed; and in spite of the fury of 


the multitude, the most inveterate 


prejudices of the whole world, the 
— of superstition, the hatred of 


the Jews, the contempt of the Greeks, 
the power of the Romans, the pride 
of philosophers, and the policy of 


statesmen: their doctrine, like the 


sun, almost at once, enlightened the 
world, overthrew the whole system 
of Pagan idolatry and religion, and 
advanced as far as our own country, 
into the darkest and remotest corners 

of the earth. | a 0 

Of this, we in this Christian age, 
are living monuments and proofs; 


o 


many of us, it is to be hoped, have 
received the gospel; we own it a 


glorious and Shining light ; we have 
- renounced the idolatry and vain con- 


versation of our fathers; we con- 


fess and own the crucified Tesus, our 
king and head, and hope for eternal 
life and salvation through him. 

Nov there is no possible way of 
accounting for this, but by e. 
that Jeſus really was the Son of God, 
that he really rose again from the 
dead, and ascended up into Heaven, 
and that he actually from thence, 
sent his Disciples the aids and pow- 
ers, which he had promised, and 
which were so far above all that is 
human, that they carried their own 
evidence along with them, and ren- 


up their crucified mas- 


possible. 
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dered their doctrine so surprizingly 
successful. | 
As Jesus did not send his Disciples 
to preach to all the world till after 
his death; and as he then, after his 
death did actually furnich them 
with all miraculous powers to ren- 
der their doctrine effectual: this is 
the most convincing proof that the 
doctrine was divine, and that he 
himself was actually gone to Heaven, 
and lived there as à glorious and di- 
vine person; for that an impostor, a 
deceiver, hateful to the God of 
truth, should, after his death, be 
able to animate; instruct, authorize, 
and impovwer a company of men, 
otherwise destitute of all assistance, 
and labouring under all possible dif- 
ficulties, to throw down all the re- 


| ligions of the world, and to ere a 


new one in their stead, is utterly im- 
It is therefore certain, beyond all 
doubt, that Jesus Christ was sent 
from Heaven to reveal the gospel to 
the world. As we are from 1 
very certain, that we have in our 
hands the writings of the Apostles, 
ve may be sure, that they contain a 
|»revelation from Heaven, or that 
doctrine, which Christ received from 
God his Father, and delivered to his 
Disciples. If so, then the writings 
of the Old Testament are also the 
word of God, because Christ and his 


| Apostles declare them to be such; 


therefore all scripture is given by in- 
spiration. | e 
' The same thin 


may be proved by 
the long train of miraculous 


opera- 


tions, which could be effected only 
PU 
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by divine power, and which were 
wrought in confirmation of the mis- 
sion of Prophets and Apostles: as 


also from the spirit of prophecy, pre- 
ditting future events at great dis- 


tance of time, which no human sa- 
gacity could possibly foresee, and yet 


dence to the prediction 


Vere actually fulfilled in correspon- 


k 


But as a minute detail of particu- | 
lars would perhaps be somewhat te- 
gle out one in- 
miraculous pow- 


dious, we shall g 
Nr 
er, and the truth of the prophetic 
spirit; which instance has been in 
all ages a standing proof of revela- 
tion, and which still exists, and is 
before the eyes of the present gene- 
ration, in almost all countries of the 
world : this is the present state and 
being of the ſeus; for that people, 


as they were originally. chosen to be 


the repository or store-house of di- 
vine knowledge, by the revelation 
which was given to them, so 1 
were also intended to be visible proofs 


parts. of the wordde. 
Dur Lord, contrary to all human 
obability,, while he was on earth, 


ish temple and polity, and their 


dispersion among all nations, which 


was actually aecomplished in about 
forty years after. Ts HH: 43+ 45 
Is this dispersed state they have 
no continued about seventeen hun- 

dred years in great numbers, and in 
great ignominy and contempt, and 
yet quite distinct and separate from 


all the people among whom they 
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of the truth of it in all ages and 


_— 


others, with | 
the most illustrious marks of honour 
and renown, as the ancient Egyp- 


| APPENDIX TO THE 2 


'racle. Nor can: we attribute it to 
any other cause, but the will and ex- 
traordinary interposition of Heaven; 
hen it is considered, that of all the 
famous nations of the world, who 
might have been distinguished from 


reat advantage, and 


tians, Assyrians, Persians, Macedo- 


nians, and Romans, who all in their 
turns held the empire of the world, 
and were, with great ambition, the 


lord's of mankind. Yet the/e, even 


in their own countries, are dissolved 
into the bulk of mankind ; nor 1s. 
there a person upon earth can boast. 
he is descended from these renowned. 
imperial ancestofss. 
Whereas a small nation, generally 
despised and hated; and which, 
though now upon pretty good terms 
with us, both Pagans and pretended. 


Christians, have for many ages treat- 


ed with the utmost insult, indignity, 
outrage, and cruelty; and there- 


fore one would imagine every soul 
that belonged to it should have glad - 


pears to us a standing mi- I wisdom which formed them into a 


ly disowned, and have been willing 
to have lost the odious name, by 
retold the destruction of the Jew--| 
this hatred people, harassed and 
butchered, more or less, by all man- 
kind, banished from one country to 


mixing with any other nation; yet 


another, have under all temptations. 


to the contrary, and against the or- 
dinary course of things, continued 
in a body distinct and separate from 
all mankind, even in a state of dis- 
persion for above seventeen hundred. 


years. EET tee of. 


peculiar 
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peculiar people, as they have almost 
ever since the deluge, for about three 
thousand six hundred years, remain- 


ed in a distinct and separate state, 


and are still liable to do so, is not 
human but divine; for no human 
wisdom or power could ever form, 
or execute so vast, so extensive a 
design. * 2441 55 
lte must 


in every age, and who in every age 
has exercised a peculiar Providence 


over his peculiar people, the deseen- 


dants of Abraham; his servant. 


Thus the present state and being 
of the Jews is a very public and stand- 
ing evidence of the truth of reve- 


lation, in two respectss. 
First, with regard to their long 
dispersion, or captivity, as they call 


were to suffer therein 


This is foretold in several places, 


particularly, Deut. xxviii. 63, 64. 
63. Nhe Lord will: rejoice. over you 


to deſtroy you, and bring you to 


nought. As to their singular privi- 
leges and enjoyments, and ye / 

be plucked off from the land, whither 
ye go to. poſſeſs it. And the Lord 


Mall ſcatter ye among all- people, | 


from one end of the earth, even unto 
the other——and among the nations 


thou ſhalt find no eaje, neither ſhall | 


the fole of thy foot have reſt ; but the 
Lord ſhall give thee there a trembling 
heart, and failing of eyes, and ſor- 


row of mind. 


Again, Ezek. xxxvi. 19. Jifcats | 


tered them among the Heathen, and 
they were diſperſed among the: coun 


- 
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be the wisdom and power 
of that God alone, who is the same 


all 


659 
And our blessed Lord predicts, 
Luke xxi. 24. And they, the Jews, 
hall. fall bythe edge of the fword, and 
ſhall be led away captive into all na- 
tions; and ſe rusalem ſhall be tr odden 


down:of dhe GentHes. wo 016128: 

_ Secondly, the state and being of 
the Jews, is a public and standing 
evidence of the truth of revelation, 
with respect to their being preserved 
as a distinct and separate body. 


Ihis also was "Os predicted, 
Deut. xxvi. 44. Le 0 all that, 
when they be in the hand H their ene 
mies, I will not caſ them away, nei- 
ther will. F abhor them, to deftroy 
them utterly, and to break my :cove-. 
nant with them. Jer. xxx. 10, 11. 
Tear not, O my ſervant Jacob, nei- 


| ther be diſmayed, O.Jfrael; ſor lo, I 


will ſave thee from afar, and thy feed 


though I make a full end of all the 
nations,  whither 1 have: ſcattered 
thee ; yet will I not make. a full end 
of thee. Jer. xxx. 10. Hear the 

word of the Lord, O he nations, and 
declare it in the 1ftes afar off ; and 
ſay, he that ſeattered Iſrael will,ga- 
ther him, and keep: him as a ſhepherd 


Those, and many other passages, 
too numerous to be quoted, plainly 
shew, that it was the design of d 
vine Providence to preserve the Jews. 

ish nation in their dispersion, and to 
preserve them a distinct and separate 
people, in order to. their future resto : 
ration. 1 10171 


We, and many other nations at 


this day, see these predictions veri- 
fied in the present state of the Jews; 


1 who have been so long, and still are 


8 ” 
o 
x 


it, and the various calamities they from the land of their capttuity ; for 


80 miraculously preserved, separate 
from all other people. ; 


Now this is a standing miracle, a 


wonderful work of divine Provi- 


dence, and as strong a proof of re- 


velation, as if we were to see the 
dead, every year, rise out of their 
graves, in confirmation of it; for 
we have still among us, after so long 


a time, and so many various revo- 


lutions in human affairs, the peculiar 


thousand years Ho, separated unto 


himself: the very people who are the 


principal subject of revelation, and 
who are said there to be the princi- 
pal objects of his Providence, and 
we see them at this day to be so in 
a very surprizing manner. 
Therefore in their present state w 


may plainly read the ancient promise 


made to Abraham, the head and 


root of the nation, the many won- 
derful works wrought for them from 
first to last, and the truth of pro- 
phetic predictions; in the present 
state of the | 
truth of the gospel, for the rejec- 
tion of which, God rejected them, 
and scattered them 
the earth. | 


In short, we are certain there was 


such a people as the Jews, to whom 


| God delivered the revelation of his 


will in antient time, for this very 
people exist among us at this day, 
and preserve among them that very 
revelation with a most sacred and 
J3ͥͤ ³ ͤj 8 
We are sure the numerous predic- 
tions of Scripture; both in the Old 
and New Testament, relating to their 


688 
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Jews, we may read the 


over the face of 
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of solid comfort and 


— 


them made good in the present state 
of the Jews; and therefore we may 
be assured that the holy Scriptures 
are given by Inspiration of God; for 


only the Spirit of God could foretel 


such events, and the same Spirit 


which foretold these events, spake 


in the Prophets and Apostles, and 
inspired them with all that divine 


wisdom and knowledge which we 


— 


: | find in all their e ca . 
people, whom God, above three 


We might add the long apostacy 
and general corruption of the pro- 
fession of christianity, so plainly — 
told, and under such express and par- 
ticular characters, in the apostolic 


writings. 


This all the - world may see has 


been abundantly fulfilled in the 
church of Rome. 


Now, only the spirit of God could 
foresee that such a distant and deplo- 
rable state of things, which no human 


probability could have conjectured, 
would have risen out of the pure and 


heavenly doctrine of Christ. But the 
spirit which predicted this event, is 


the very same which was poured out 


upon the Apostles, and enlightened 
their minds with the knowledge of 


the gospel; therefore the Apostles, 


who wrote the New Testament, had 
the spirit of God, and were enlight- 


ened by it. 


By these arguments, we are point- 
ing out the only fountain of life and 


happiness, a mine more valuable than 


of gold and precious stones; a plen- 
tiful magazine of heavenly and ever- 
lasting wealth, an inexhaustible fund 
ace; the holy 
scriptures, the word of the everlasting 
God; a treasure of more immense 
— value, 


48 
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value, which we have in our posses- 
improvement of it., nee 
But the connection and harmony 

of the sacred writings will receive a 
farther illustration, if we trace the 
divine dispensations, called in the 
same, the ways and works of God. 
The ways God frequently sig - 

nify the rules of life, which he hath 
given us to observe, P/. exix. q. They 
alſo do no iĩniquity; they walk in his 
ways: that is, in the lau of the Lord. 


« SN OE 


, 


The works of God may, signify, the 


meer operations and productions of 
his power; but hoth these words have 
a more restricted and emphatical sig- 
nification. A way signifies also a 
course of action, a custom, consti- 
tution or institution, which any per- 
son or number of persons form to 


themselves. Prov. viii. 22. The Lord 


poſſeſſed me in the beginning of. 
his way, before has works of. old, Prov. 


Xii. 26. The way of the wicked, their 


course of action, ſeduceth them. Hos. 
x. 13. Becauſe thou didſt truſt in thy 
way, the schemes and methods, po- 
litical or religious, of thy own devi- 

sing, and in the multitude of thy 
mighty men. Amos viii, 14. The 


manner, that is, the religious con- 


stitution, of Beersheba liueth, subsists, 
flourishes, notwithstanding the op- 


position made to t. 


Hence ways and works, signify the 


7 
» 


appointments, constitutions, or dis- 


pensations of God, by which we are 


* 


nene or lik, 
s The 


1 nn nn 
schemes or methods devi- 
sed and carried on by the wisdom 


x 


© and goodness of God. to discover us, in the frame and furniture of che 
1 such visible and various dis- 
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sion, if we are wise to make a right 


b 


n 


our nme m ͤ— oi: 
| This may be considered as the ba- 

sis of all the divine dispensations from 
the beginning of the world; for un- 
less heavenly dispositions are implan- 
ted in our minds, we cannot be qua- 


lified for honour a | 
is therefore becoming the father of 
our spirits, and suitable to the nature 


l 


1 e a 
' 7 nd 
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we are. 


venly world. 
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« will, his beneficence and justice, 


* to the minds of his reasonable 


* creatures, for their instruction, dis- 
« cipline, and reformation in order 
to promote their happiness. 


These are the great ends of the 


divine dispensations, as set forth tio 
us in the sacred word, which uni- 
formly tends to promote the same; 


and these are the prineipal points to 


be attended to in the explication of 
; them. 1 
ins | er. 
adored, hath actually given existence 
to a world of. human beings such as 
He therefore is our father, 


Treat God, Br ever to be 


and we are his off-spring,: whom he 


hath created in love, that in a right 
use of the means he hath graciously. 


afforded us, we might be qualified for 
honour and immortality in the hea- 


This seems to be the highest de- 


sign the divine goodness can form, 
and the highest excellency.to which 


& 3% 


enjoyment. - It 


of our capacities and circumstances, 
chat proper, means be provided for 
our instruction and discipline. 
For instance. As God is not the 
object of any of our senses, and can 


| be seen only by our understandings, 
it is proper that he should set before 


us, in the frame and furniture of the 


plays 


— 


plays of his bein 
justice, and kind regard, as may en- 


page our attention, discover his eter- 


Raf godbead, and lead us to the ac- 
Kknowledgment, adoration, love and 


dutiful obedience'to' our creator, fa- 


ther, and benefaQor. 
These are the works, the 
sations, or constitutions of nature, 


hereby the Almighty, as in a glass, 


has discovered himself to the thoughts 
and eyes of higggreatures here below. 
But besides Me constitution of uni- 
versal nature, there are a variety of 
dispensations, which are more im- 


the dispen- 


mediately relative to mankind; as 


the being born of parents to 1 1 60 
the several generations of the world, 


whence result sundry relations and 


By 


ION 


duties; 1 by food; 


covered and she s anc 
habitations; healed by physicians; 
taught by the learned and skillful; 


the infirmities, appetites, and pas- 
sions of our constitution; the form- 
ing societies for mutual help and 


ered by clothes and 


25 


commerce; the institution of govern- 


ment, or the subordination of some 
to the authority of others, for preser- 
ving good order, for the protettion 
of virtue, and punishment of vice. 
Add to these, wars, pestilence, fa- 
mine, earthquakes, and such like e- 


vents; all these may be reckoned a- 


mong the divine appointments or 
disþensations, / some for the exercise 
of our rational faculties in right 


Aktion; some for 1 correct- 
ut none meer- 


refor- | 


ion, and reformation; but no! 
ly for destruction, except where 


mation cannot be effectec. 


— 


* 
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as already considered 
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the great hinges of divine Providence, 
on which his dealings with mankind 
have turned; or as the principal 
events, by which the great purposes 
and counsels of God's will have been 
executed, are chiefly to be attended 
unto; because right conceptions of 
these, under their circumstances and 


connections, will greatly contribute 


to the explaining of seripture divini- 
ty, and demonstrating the harmony 
and agreement of sacred writ. 
Let us therefore take a general sur- 


7 


„„ 
* 


- Secondly, The formation of man, 
after the image of God. 
- Thirdly,” Man being subjected to 
trial, in order to prove his obedi- 
ence, yielded to temptation; sinned, 
and so became liable to the threat- 
ening of death. But, 
Fourthly, God, not willing to de- 
Stroy his creature, was graciously 
pleased in his infinite mercy and 
eee not only te mitigate his 
eavy sentence, but also to introduce 
a new dispensation of grace in the 
hands of an all-glorious mediator; 
at the same time subjecting the hu- 
man race to a Tabourious life, to 
diseases and death temporal; and 
thus in great goodness, to subdue the 
fleshly principle, to shew the atroci- 
ous nature of sin, and by setting 
forth the pride, vanity, and celf. suf. 
fictency of the creature, turn his re- 
gard more steadily to the all-suffici- 
zLU—U—U— ß Lit ON 
5. But men multiplying in the 


-— But chese ways or dispensations, earth, abused the goodness of God, 


which in scripture are considered as 


came 
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came so wicked, that all fleſh had - 
corrupted his way, and the earth 
| Then to 
purge the world from iniquity, and 
to recover it to a state of righte- 
ousness, God created a new thing in 
the earth, and by a deluge of water, 
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was filled with violence. 


destroyed that wicked generation, 


preserving the only family, that re- 


mained uncorrupt in the old world, 
in order to propagate piety and obe- 
| At the same 
time and for the same good purposes, 
he reduced human life into much 


dience in the new. 


narrower bounds. 


6. Not long after the deluge, to | 
prevent a second general corruption, 
God introduced another dispensation 


been one great empire. 


* 
— 


7. Thus the outrage of violence 
and rapine was, in a good measure 

cured. But now mankind fell into 
a different iniquity, namely, that of 
idolatry, whereby, within 400 years 


after the flood, the worship and 
knowledge of the only true God was 


in danger of being utterly lost. To 


prevent this, the divine wisdom 


erected a new dispensation by calling 


Abraham from among his idolatrous 


kindred, and constituting his family 


the storehouse and standard of divine 
. K 208 471 
To them he spoke and revealed 
himself at sundry times, and in di- 
vers manners, and separated them 


from the rest of the world, by peculiar. 
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laws, and religious ceremonies; © to 
secure them from the idolatrous 


| 


n 


| 
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singular privileges and 


tions; the general rule of Which 


= 
3 
1 


prattices of their neighbours. Thus 
they became God's peculiar people | 


distinguished above all other nations 
but with a view to the future great 


benefit of all nations; and to this 


day, blessed be God, we experience 


the happy effects of this noble 


scheme, and owe to it both our 


Bible, and the 


very being of a gospel 


church. | 


8. The family of Wbraham, by the 
divine conduct, was led into Egypt; 


and when they had been there, under 


grievous oppression 215 years; and 
were grown numerous enough to be 


| a nation, God set himself at the head 
by confounding the language of | of them, as their king; and in a coun- 
mankind; which divided the world 
into several distinct societies, and 
consequently kept them under a strie- 
ter government, and better preserved 
their liberties, than if the world had 
I combated the king of Egypt, and his 


try much esteemed for learning and 
arts, whither men of genius and cu- 
riosity resorted from all other parts. 
Upon this stage, so proper, because 
public, God, as the king of Israel, 


fictitious Gods, and displayed his in- 
finitely superior power both to de- 
stroy and save, by many plagues in- 
flicted upon the land of Egypt; and 
by bringing out the Israelites in op- 
position to all the force of the king, 
and all the obstacles of nature, and 


settling them, after they had been suf. 


ficiently disciplined in the wilderness 
in the lad 3233 ES ED 
Here God set up his peculiar king- 
dom amongst them, and they alone 
of all the nations of the earth were 
the subjects of it, and happy in its 

blessings; 
but at the same time were exercised 
with various providential dispensa- 


was 


— 


Was this; . 3 1 to 
the worship of the true God, they 


were always prosperous; when bey 
declined => 4 wid they hengþ KY 
ther oppressed at home, or carried 
e into other countries. 

9. The long captivity in Babylon 
was not only a punishment to the 
Jews, but also a method of publish- 
ing the knowledge of the true God 


over all the Baby lonish empire, as 


appears evidently 1 in the book of Da- | 


nel. 


pire, which put an end to the Per- 
sian, after the death of Alexander, 
Caused a new dispersion of che Jews, 
especially in Asia Minor, Syria, 
Egypt, Cyrene, and Lybia, Where 
ons; FIndgOgnen. were fa Com 


. when they w were subjected 
9 the Roman power, their God and 
religion became more known all 
Over the Roman empire. 
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Thus the way for the kingdom 
of the Messiah was gradually pre- 
pared; for though the knowledge |. | 

e 


of God received from the Jews; ma 


no, public reformation of Pagan 1do-+' 


9 5 yet it Lat disposed men to 


receive the gospe 
he preached unto them... Some be- 
came :Jews,. many renounced idola- 


when it should 


KS - ok 
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al ES va 


try, try, and worshipped no ather but 


living and true God, 


A 


who, in the | 
of, the Apostles are called devout | 


3 


Profelytes, , tho ofe that f feares I 


Hat 


God. gage: 
10, Thus 


5 / time; for he came as soon 


as, God by W. methods of his 14 


hw - 


- 2 2 


we are brought to the | 


— Coming of- Chriſt,. who. came in the | 
' tained in, 


Vene of <terna[liſe: von this grand, 


' out his Apostles, 


— 


* 


een had ow the 1 
to receive him. 


made ready a people prepared ſor him, 


When God nad 


then Christ came, and fully 3 | 
the nature, laws, extent, and 

of the kingdom of God, and Fe Ifil- 
led the great and. most excellent de- 
sign of divine visdom, by giving 
himself a sacrifice and eee 
for the sins of the world. 

11. Then the great mystery of 
Ca the calling of other nations, 
besides che Jews into his kingdom 
and church, was opened, and made 
manifest by the preaching of the 
gospel. For this purpose, he sent 
furnished with 
proper powers and credentials, espe- 
cially the gift of tongues, whereby 
they were enabled to 1 
the wonderſul things of God to | 
ple of different countries; an = 
this means, the glad tidings of sal- 
vation and the glonous lights and 
privileges of the gospel, have reached 
even unto. us in Great Britain who 
dwell i in the; PREM Parke: of the 


| ann 2 


12. Pat's as Crit PR to re, 


d i. explain, and by the most glorious 


promises, to inſotce the law of na- 
tions; and consequently, as his de- 


sign was to erect an universal religi- 
on, Which should recommend itself 
to all people, under their 


eral po- 
litical distinctions, and which there- 
fore was to interfere with no politi- 
cal establishments, hutzs ul, leave - 
them, in every country, just as it 
found them, teaching the nations 
to observe the will of God as con- 
his sagred word, in the 


Bale,, 
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noble, and extensive plan, wor Jos | 


ish polity would be sunk to a level 
with all other national governments; 


and the Jew on account of any pri- | ] 


or, national advantages, would have 


no more claim to the blessings and 
privileges of the kingdom of God, | 
than any of the Gentiles or nations, 


who in any of the most barbarous 


"TY 


and despised parts of the earth should 


receive the faith of the gospel: for 

in the Christian religion, there is 
neither Greek nor Jew, circumerfion 
nor un- circumciſion, Barbarian, Scy- 


thian, bond nor free; but Chriſt, 


that is, the faith and obedience, or 
true religion, which Christ taught; 


is all, and in all, Col. iii. 11. Thus 


the Jew is fallen by that very method 
of divine wisdom and grace, which 

brought salvation to other nations; 
Thus the diminiſhing of the Fews, is 
the riches L's the world, and the caſt- 
Ang away of them is the reconciling of 
the world, Rom. xi. 12, 15. or the 

opening a door for the whole world, 
to come into the peculiar kingdom 

of God. This is the idea we ought 
to have of the rejection of the Jews. 

The grace of God was, and is still, as 
free to them as to other people, up- 
on their embracing the gospel; but 
their political constitution from hence- 


forth gave them no distinction nor 
of God 


pPrivilege in the kingdom 
above the rest of mankind. © 


9 


Soon after the publication of the 


gospel, their polity and civil consti- 
tution, which otherwise would have 
remained in full force, and have obli- 


ged them to obey its laws, as much as 


| the constitutions of the other king- 


F 


| thrown, by the destruction of the 
temple, and the expulsion of the 
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Thus the 


opeAive subjects; were quite over- 


ews out of the land of Canaan, 
which they have not been able to 


recover, but remain dispersed over 


the face of the whole earth to this 
day. Thus the gospel dispensation 


was erected, and spread and prevail- 


ed every where, _ | 
13. The next of God's works was 


the permitting and Managing a grand 


apostacy and corruption of religion 


in the Christian church, foretold by 


the Apostles, and at large foretold in 


the book of the revelation. 


- Afﬀeer the Apostles were removed 
out of the world, it pleased God to 
| leave some of the professors of the 


6656 


4 


- 


gospel, in matters of religion, to 


their own ignorance, passions, and 
prejudices. 5 | —Y 


Sin arose, a tyrannical usurped pow- 


er, domineering over, and imposing 
8 conscience, forbidding the use 
0 


Christian faith by de- 
grees was depraved, till the Man , 


understanding, and ae rye | 


the inhabitants of the earth with 


false and delusive learning, worldly 
pomp and splendour, religious sor- 


cery, and cruel persecution of the 
truth. 52 5 F 


This, as it was the properest means 
of ee the most eminent and 
noble characters, was to be a long 
and severe trial of the faith and pa- 


tience of the Saints. In the times of 


this sad dispensation, it is certain, 
we are now living; but we hope 
towards the latter end of it. Through 
the whole course of it, God hath 
ba” appeared, both in wrath 


upon 
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upon che corrupters of religion; and 
i merey for the comfort and sup- 


Port of those who oppose them. 


5 Thus the wheels of Providence 


= moved on, till che morning of re- 
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_ God's, works, till the awful iy © of 
yell shall in person descend from 


3 formation. appeared in our happy 


land, which. for some centuries had 
been gradually advancing and still 
continues: to advance towards the 
riect day; for a spirit of religious 
liberty, Which hath been long op- 


Pressed, revives and gains strength; 
the Scriptures are more carefully stu- 
died, ecelesiastical persecution and 
+. =. tyranny under every form more ge- 


nerally detested; and things seem to 


have a tendeney towards love, unity 


and concord, the most perfect state 
of religion in this world. > 


14. This must afford satisfaction to 


every good man who, will cheerfully 


join his endeayours to bring on the 


next glorious dispensation, which we | 


have in prospect, when, the my/tery 


God with regard to the aforesaid 
FCeorrupt state of e be fir 
nue, when Babylon, in all its 


Principles and powers shall fall; 


hen the Holy city, the new Jeruſa- 


9 


happy state of the church. 


Alem, shall come down. from Heaven, 
and God shall set up a pure and 


15. How long that state will con- 


tinue, we cannot ascertain, or have 


we any further clear discoveries of 


resurrection, when the Lord him- 
Heaven with a shout, with the voice 

- of che. Arch-Angel, and the trum 

of God. Then all they that ſieeß in 


me duſt of the earth ſhall awake, and 
Shall be judged, ſome to everlaſting 


1 i * 
1 . +. Fab 


- 


- * * 
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* life, and ſome to ſhame, and ever- 
laſting contempt. And they that be 
wiſe, under any of the changes and 
dispensations of this present world, 
| ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the fir- 
mament, and they that work toge- 
ther with God, and endeavour to 
turn many unto righteouſneſs, as the 
ſtars for ever and ever. Re 
Thus have we endeavoured to give 
a sketch of the works of God from 
the beginning of the world to the 
consummation of all things; and- 
very beautiful and surprising would. 
the whole appear, could we see them 
in a full and clear light, as they are 
held forth to our view in the sacred. 
. writings, of the harmony and agree-- 
ment of which they are, among. 
other considerations, an. en tw 
Peg thor ³ ( ³ĩ AA 
As Seripture- is the best explica- 
tion of Scripture, we shall make some 
general remarks, founded on the 
same, which will greatly assist our 
conceptions of, and enquiries into 
these very important points. 
1. All the divine dispensations are 
agreeable. to the most perfect rules 
of righteousness and truth. No- 
thing false, unjust, or injurious, can 
be ee on the ways and works 
of the Almighty; for (Deut. xxxii. 
| 4+). all God's ways are judgment; a 
God o/ truth, and without miguity ; 
| Juſt and right is he, Ps. cxlv. 17, The 
Lord is righteous in all his ways, 
and holy, steadily acting according to 
ä AEM WOFRSS or 4, 
Adly, The ways of God are not to 
| be considered as the effect of neces- 
sity, as if the end proposed could 


_— 


not possibly have been gained by 
9 wad TY f ; 5; other 


Book. XII. 


other means; but as the result of, 


ehoice, or divine wisdom, preferring 
such particular methods to any other, 


the most likely to make mankind wise 
and happy. 5 127645 

For instance, it is by the dispen- 
sation of God, that our present life 
is sustained by food; not because it 
is impossible we should live in any 
other way, for the Almighty could 
sustain our life in perfect health by 
an act of his own- immediate power. 
Again our food is produeed by the 
influence of the sun, by rain, the 
fertility of the ground: not because 
food could not be otherwise produ- 
ceqd, for God could by an immediate 
act of his own power, - create food 
for us every day, as he did for the 


Iraelites in the wilderness: but this 


method of sustaining our life is a 
continuance of divine wisdom; - to 
shew himself to our understandings, 
and to exercise our industry in pro- 
viding a subsistence, and to be mutu- 
ally helpful to each other. Hence 
the works of God, in scripture, are 
assigned to his wisdom, ſee Pfal; civ; 
ron vie enn ie A 
 gdly; All the dispensations of God 
are calculated to promote obedience 
to his holy will; or to promote 
- holiness of heart and life. This 
is the line which runs through the 


whole; for, however our circum- 


stances may differ from those of our 
first parents, the end of our being is 
the same as theirs, and we, as well 


as they are upon trial, that we by 


grace may have habits of holiness 
confirmed in us, and be fitted for 


HoLV BIBLE. 


| 


| 


as the best adapted to our circum- | 
stances, or all these considered, as 


ruptions of mankind: 


the highest perfection 

condition will admit. EA 
his remark most naturally sug- 
gests the following observation in 
proof of the authenticity and divine 


pose the most 


venient palace, that the imagination 


eternal life, which is the inheritance 

of thoje that are ſanctiſied. 
Though it is a melancholy-reflecs 
tion to consider, how the wicked - 


abused the patience of God, yet it 


must give pleasure to observe, how 
his goodness hath applied various re- 
medies to prevent or heal the cor- 


* 
” 


In whatsoever way they have gone 2 


astray from him, his wisdom has 
never been at a loss to find out the 
most proper expedients to reclaim 


them. His gracious design is evi- 
dently to save a sinful world, and to 
carry religion both in its personal in- 

fluences; and general prevalence, to 
our present 


orig th 
call the Bible. wet: | 


nal of the scriptures which we - 
If such a design, namely the sal 


Fe a'sinful world and the per- - 


fection of holiness shall appear to 


run through the books of the Old : 
and New Testament, a man may =; 


with infinitely greater propriety;*sups - 


been written by: a number of the 
greatest mad - men or 1diots, by piece- 
meal, in different ages; than imagine 


à thread of such an end and mean 


running through above forty writers, 
in no less than 1600 years, to be the 


work of so many Enthusiasts. Or, 
we may as well suppose the world 
to be framed by meer chance, or the 


most magnificent beautiful and con- 


can 


rfect drama, to have 
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can figure to itself, to be built by | errors and corruptions; and thus, 
men unacquainted with all the rules | even the monstrous apostacy of the 
of architecture, in several distant | church of Rome, may serve to intro- 
ages, and without any model to build | duce and establish the most perfect 
by, and to be supported by meer state of Christianity, that we expect 
chance; or imagine such an unity of | will succeed the dis pensation, under 
design (as is deseribed under this | which we liver. 
third remark) to be the result of En- | 5. All God's dispensations have a 
thusiasm and accident mixed toge- practical tendency, or direct to ho- 
ther.” Lord Barrington's essay on | liness or obedience to his law. By 
the divine dispensation. Part 1. | none of his works did God intend to 
Preface page 20. 1 render wickedness impracticable; and 
4᷑. The Seriptural dis pensations, | he has always provided sufficient sup- 
which have been consecrated, were | port for integrity and virtue. With 
severally adapted to the different ca- | this very sentiment, the prophecy in 


pacities and improvements, as also Daniel, and in the Revelation, is 


to the moral state and circumstances sealed up, Rev. xxii. 11. He that is 


ol mankind. The several ages may | unjuſt, let him be unjuſt ſtill; and he 
de compared to the several stages of | that is filthy,” let him be filthy ſtill. 


human life, infancy, youth, man- | That is to say, there is no cure for 

hood and old agmme. li the obstinately blind and wicked; 
No, as man under due culture | neither are the ways of God intend- 
gradually improvesin knowledge and | ed-to purify those who will not be 

from infancy to old age, | made clean; but after all that God 
80 we may conceive of the world, as | has done, The wicked (Dan. xii. 10.) 
gradually improving in mental and | ſhall be left to do wickedly, And 
religious attainments under several | none of the wicked will underſtand, 


divine dispensations: which dispen- but the wife will underſtand. But he 


sations have in every period been | that is righiteous, let him be Tightcous 


suitable to the improvements in till; and he that is holy, let him be . 


eee, which then subsisted in | holy /tz//. Hos. xiv. 9. Who is wiſe, 
the world.. l andhe ſhallunderſtand theſe things? 
Adam, when created, may be con- | prudent, and he ſhall know them ? 
sidered as a child without knowledge, | For the ways of Jehovah are right, 
learning and experience, and there- | and the juſt ſtall walk in them. The 


. fore the dispensation he was under, | sincere and upright, who chuse the 


we are under; who enjoy the benefit | 


| me of truth, or turn from sin unta 
righteousness, the righteous and mer- 
ciful God will never forsake. 


was very different from that, which 


and light of so many preceding dis- c | 
_  pensations. III They make a wise improvement of 
Thus mankind, reflecting upon | his dispensations; and under all trials 
preceding dispensations, will be ad-\ and afflitions, he will guide and sup= 
E — 2 directed to reform old port them; and their path shall 2 * 


* 
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the shining light, that shineth more | 
apostacy. 


and more unto the perfect day. 


6. Known unto God are all his | 
works, from the beginning of the | the gospel-dispensation, run through 
world, ſaith the Apoſtle James. Then | the whole, from the beginning to the 
all God's works were formed and |] 
planned in his counsels, and lay un- | light; and it was fitting that this, 
der his eye'in one comprehensive | 
should receive the brightest testi- 

| | mony from prophecy; therefore it 
One uniform scheme must be laid, | was fit it should not be introduced, 
and one even thread of design must | till it had received that evidence, 
which in scripture'is called the 


neſs of Time, Gal. iv. 4. 


view, and therefore must be perfectly 
consistent. ! 


run through the whole. They are 
not the result of sudden, incoherent | 
thoughts, but a well-digested plan, 
formed upon the justest principles by 


him, who seeth all his works from 


the beginning to the end. Whence 
it follows, that if we do not discern 
one coherent design in the divine 


dispensations; or if we make any | dispositions toward him. 


one part clash with the rest, we may 
be sure we do not understand them. 
Goodness was the principle of 
creation, God made man because he 
delighted to communicate being and 
happiness, consequently goodness and 
fatherly love, which was the begin- 
ning and foundation of God's works, 
must run equally through them all, 
from first to last. 3 Hs 
7. Previous notice was given of 
some of the principal dispensations, 
either for warning, or to prepare 
men for the reception of them. 
Thhe deluge was preached by Noah 
one hundred and twenty years before 
it came to pass. 8 


The Jewish dispensation was pre- 


dicted to Abraham four hundred and 
thirty years before-hand, 
Jeremiah foretold the Babylonish 
captivity, and Paul and John at large 


HOLY BIRLE. 


N 


predicted and described the grand 


But the coming of the Meffah, and 


end; in a less or greater degree of 


ich is the chief of God's works, 


Full- 
*8. The dispensations of God are: 


intended for our study and contem- 
' plation; and it is a singular advan- 
tage to' form right notions of them, 
because they will enlarge our con- 
ception of God, and influence 


Our. 


If we judge truly of God's works, 


we shall have honourable ideas of the 
divine agent. His wisdom, his 
nesss and truth, will stand in a fair 


od - 


light, and we shall confess him inſi- 


nitely worthy of our highest regard. 
Then we shall think of Pp 


l od with ad- 
miration, pleasure and delight, (Ps. 


xcii. 4. Thou Lord haſt made me glad 


through thy work ; I will triumph in 


| the works of thy hand) and shall 
serve and 
minds. 5 


ollow him with willing 


But if we form such conceptions of 


the ways of God, as represent them 
to be arbitrary and tyrannical, incon- 
sistent with all our notions of justice 


and goodness, the effect of sovereign 


will, without either reason or love, 
he must stand before our thoughts in 
the most frightful colours. The most 
horrible gloom will be drawn vow 

| the 


8 H 
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me perfections of the best of beings, 

our minds will be filled with darkness 

and dread; and if we worship him at 


all, our worship and obedience will | 


not be the free and generous duty of 


sons; but the joyless, constrained 
1 I hour of trial, a 


e e ae. 
9. It must be remembered, that 
the works of God are unsearchable, 

and past finding out to perfection. 
Ps. xcii. 3. O Lord, how great are 
lu works, and thy thoughts are very 
-4 From a just sense of the un- 
fathomable nature of the divine dis- 
pensation, ' the Apostle concludes a 
discourse upon the rejection of the 
Jews, and the calling of the Gen- 


tiles, with this solemn exclamation, | /7 


O the depth of the riches, both of the 


7 : wijdom and knowledge of God ! How 


unſearchable are his judgments! And 
hts'wayspaft finding out, Rom. ix. 33. 


It becomes us to admire and adore 
tie counsels of infinite wisdom, and 
to aquiesce, where we cannot gain 


a full knowledge of them, Rev. xv. 


1539. Great and marvellous are thy 


_ works,” Lord God Almighty ! We 
carmnot comprehend the ways of God 


iin their full extent, in all their largest 
vies, and remotest connections. He 
= therefore that is wise, will not cavil at 


_ them; nor foolishly endeavour to pry. 
into them, beyond the bounds of re- 


= © "velation; and of human understand- 


1 


2 2 
= 
- 


8 2 e | Cĩ7˙2è n : Sg, Ba I ISE G2 
10. Under all our present darkness, 


and under every dispensation, an ho- 


gest heart sincerely desirous to know 


tze truth, is seriously inquisitive af- 
ter it, meekly submissive to what God 


hath revealed and commanded; will“ 
o 7 N 3 
At l- I * TP . 


vg 1e work together with him; p 


* 4 
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| ently persevering in well-doing; such 
a temper, and such a conduct, is the 
best and safest guide under eve 

dispensation, will enable us to follow 
God, to comply with every design of 
his Providence, to overcome in every 
nd will lead us to eter- 
Too such a character, as well as to 
Daniel (chap. xii. 13) It is the lan- 
guage of divine grace and goodness. 
But wall thou, thou honest, upright 


man, thy way to the end,; take cou- 


rage and comfort, walk on, persevere 

in the path of truth, and integrity: 
for after all the trials and disquietudes 
of this world; Thou ſhalt reſt, and 
ſtand in thy lot, the lot of the pious 


| and faithful souls, at the end of the 

ß ĩͤ obey ge ot, 
Having thus endeavoured to de- 
monstrate the connection of the Old 
and New Testament, or harmony 
and agreement of the sacred writers, 
by various proofs and arguments 
_ drawn from the state, circumstances 
and conditions of the writers, the na- 
ture of their subjects and the divine 
dispensations in general, and sub- 
joined such e age, may tend to 

instruct and improve the serious 
Christian in the knowledge of his 
holy profession, we propose in the 
following chapter, in order to guard 
him from the reigning infidelity of 
the age, to consider some of the 
most general objections that are 
brought against a divine revelation; 
and to give such answers as we have 
collected from the ablest divines, and 
found by our own observation. 


CHAP. 


Boox XI, | HOLY BIBLE, | Gd. 


and the hopes we may entertain of 


Cab, vnn 


Anſwers to divers Objefions brou ght | 
_ againſt the Scripture as a divine 


” * 


Nevelation. 


WE shall begin with the most 
%% ch ho. im 50) 
Objeclion. Revelation is abſo- 
lutely needleſs; nature and reaſon 
being ſufficient to direct any man in 
the plain way of his duty, without 
any ſupernatural affiſtance.  _ 
Anſwer. It must be allowed, in 
general, that nature and reason are 
sufficient to direct any man in the 
way of his duty, so far as God, in 
that circumstance expects duty from 
him; for God expects duty from 
every person only in proportion to 
the light he enjoys, and to the ta- 
 lents he ed, ð ws wg 
But the experience of all mankind 
shews, that nature and reason by 
themselves, will advance but a little 
way in the knowledge of divine 
things. . 4 5 5 
Persons in a land like ours, where, 
in spite of themselves, their nature 
and reason are enlightened and di- 


refted in a considerable 9 Ji by 


revelation, may talk of the sufficiency 
and perfection of nature and reason; 


but if we look into those nations, 


which are perfect strangers to reve- 
lation, we shall find them grossly 
ignorant of the being and perfection 
of God, the dispensations of his 
Providence, the proper honour and 
worship that is due to him; the pray- 
ers we may address to his goodness, 


vr 


K 


* 


„„ 
- 


lowance © 


his acceptance. 


They know nothing of the pardon 


of sin, the promises of God's mercy, 


and blessing, nor of any thing belong- 
ing to the covenant of love, the pre- 
sent privileges, or future glories of his 


. kingdom, 


Ihe resurreftion from the dead, 


the day of judgment, the immortal 


life, Which will be the reward of the 


pious and just, and the everlasting 
death, which will be the sad lot of 
all the impenitently wicked, they are 


altogether, or in a great measure un- 


acquainted with. But all these are 
great principles in religion, and of 
great force, to purify our spirits, 


enable our minds, animate our hopes, 


and guard us against the power 
and influence of bodily appetites 
and the violence of temptation 
However others may fare, in a 
great degree of darkness and igno- 


rance, t rough the favourable al- 

God; yet surely every 
mans reason will tell him, that su- 
perior knowledge, and a more exten- 


sive view of the divine dispensations, 


are absolutely necessary to a higher 


degree of 238 comfort, obe- 
dience, and | 
What the Poets relate may be true, 
that some primitive mortals subsisted 
only on acorns and water, in dens 
and caves; and we know there are 
some parts of the world where the 
naked inhabitants enjoy very fer 


de voutness to God. 


conveniencies of life: but shall we: 


therefore despise the blessing of Agri 
culture, and the various accommo- _ 
dations which make life happy and 
comfortable, and say they are need- - 


- \ 
3 
— 


less? 
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think of turning out naked into the 
fields and woods because it is possi- 
ble, and may somewhere in fact be 
true, that man may live upon vild 
fruit and water, without cloaths, or 


any habitation, but the dens and 
caves of the earth ? corn, and other 


agreeable food, cloaths, and commo- 


_  dious habitations, are necessary to 


our kind and degree of life in the na- 

tural world, and so is revelation to a 
, corresponding degree and kind of 
Spiritual life. _ | 


The food, raiment, and habita- 


tions we enjoy, are the gift of God's 


goodness; and it is our duty to ac- 


cept and use them with thankfulness. 


In like manner, revelation is the 


gift of God, and, as such, it ought 


to be received; and as it gives 


greater light, we are obliged to at- 
tend accordingly: to it, because we 
must, in the nature of things, be ac- 


* 


-eountable for it. 


1 


however nature and reason in their 
pure and most perfect state, may be 


sufficient to direct us in the way of 
duty; yet when nature is corrupted, 


and reason obscured, or almost ex- 
tinguished, men are by no means 
_ © gufficient to restore and recover them - 


sSelves, to the knowledge and obe- 


dience of the truth, because they 
themselves, who should be the means 
of healing themselves, are sick and 


disabled. But it was the primary 


intention of revelation to restore and 


= : 33 the knowledge of God and of 


is will, in a corrupt and degenerate 
7 world. „% 125 x 
Sao far therefore we see no objection 


1 


— 


edt, od 


—— 


perfect judgments. 


of our regard: 
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les? would any man in this land 


against revelation; but it may be both 
very needful, and a very great bles- 
was to mankind. . 
bjection. JI this bleſſing (Reve- 
lation) was given to all mankind, who 
all equally ſtand in need of it, but 
whereas it is confined only to a part of 
mankind, while others areleft to grope 
7p the av, ao can of 1 fe 1s 
the gift of divine goodneſs? For is 
not Cod equall the God, father and 
prejerver of all men? How then can it 
be confiſtent with his beneficence to 
confine the light of Revelation to ſome 
which would ſo much contribute to the 
happineſs of all? May we not then 
conclude, that a partial revelation is 
no revelation OG God, nor worthy 
* Anſwer, It is very certain, that God 
is the preserver of all men, that he is 
good to all, and that his tender mer- 
cies are over all his works. But while 
we are sure of this, we are not equally 


I sure, that our reason is a perfect rule 
We may add upon this head, that 


for adjusting the distribution of his 
„„ TT 8 

On the other hand, we may be 
very sure that it is not. From the 
lowest to the highest degree of ex- 


istence, from a grain of sand to the 


most glorious angel in heaven, every 


higher degree of being is an incon- 
testable proof, that God may very 
justly, according to his own wisdom 
and good pleasure, bestow what gifts, 


endowments, privileges and advan- 


tages upon his creatures he sees fit. 


He is debtor to none. Our under- 


standing is no measure of his wis- 
dom, neither are his dispensations to 
be censured by our narrow 


and im- 


Indeed 


Indeed it seems as reasonable to 
make an objection against the good- 
ness of divine Providence, because 

all men are not rich alike; wise 

alike; or learned a like. 

Would not that man appear very 

weak, who should be displeased that 

God had given him abundance of the 


good things of this life, because there 


are many about him in a low condi- 
tion? Would not that man appear 
very absurd, who should deem his su- 
perior knowledge and learning to be 


no valuable advantage, because there 


are numbers of illiterate persons, who 


are much below him in understand- 


ls it not then equally absurd to de- 
ny divine Revelation, or to argue 
against it, as improperly bestowed, 
and unworthy of the divine goodness, 
because it is not communicated to all 
the world, as well as to ourselves? It 
is very unnatural to dispute against 
goodness in any respect, and very 
resumptuous to direct God how to 

| 55 it, either as to quantity, qua- 
lity, Or extent. 1 3 


If it is fact, that he has given us 
any blessing, our duty surely is to be 
thank ful and to enjoy and improve it, 
whether he has bestowed more or less 
upon our fellow. creatures, being cer- 
tain, where less is given, less will be 
required; and that the judge of the 
whole earth will, in the last day, deal 
with all in perfect equity and good- 


Objection. / Revelation 15 ſuch a 
bleſſing, ſurely it would appear in the 
fruits and effects oft. 
| numbers, 2 not the generality of thoſe 
Y 


2. — 


Tf * FS. 


ad 


eds of ut, Whereas great 


t-exjoy Revelation, are as bad as 


| the, very heathens, who are abſolute 


ſtrangers to it. 1 
Beſides, ſuch evils. have been pro- 
duced, ſuchi variance, diſcord, and 


bloody penſecutions, on account of re- 


vealed religion, that it may Juſily be 


o 


| queſtzoned, , whether it has not done 


* 


more harm than good. | 


father. of the untwerſe 2, 


Anſuer. Natural causes, by a 


ber effects; so fire always burns 
combustible matter; and a good me- 
dicine heals a disease; and that is no 


fire, which will not burn proper mat- 
never heals a disease. 
But moral causes are of a different 


upon the choice and disposition of 
the subjects to whom they are ap- 


- cause may be in itself most excellent, 
though it happens to produce no good 
effects; nay, 1 4 accidently, it 
may prove the occasion of very bad 
„„ 8 

Our Lord's ministry and doctrine 

was perfectly divine, and yet it had 


the ewish nation; nay, on the other 
hand, excited their malice to that 
degree, that they slew the prince of 


n v 

Whatever effect therefore Revela- 
tion may have produced in the world, 
still it is true, that it is a valuable gift, 


But it must even be remembered, that 
it is absolutely necessary to our receiv- 


" » G 
BOY 4 


We 


*. 


N 


en 
v9 


What rea ſon then have we to Jay, 


sort of necessity, a their pro- 


ter, nor that a good medicine, which | 
nature, because their efficacy depends 


| plied; therefore a moral means or 


but a small influence for good upon 


and worthy of the divine goodness. 


ing any benefits from the gospel, that 


. U CC CS CO TC 


we be teoly/deditous is Shake off the 


yoke of sin, and to cultivate and im- 


i 2 our minds in virtue and true 
oliness.' If therefore we expect there 
is any life or power provided in the 


„Which will have a good effect, 


goepel, 
the mind is utterly" Low to its 
doctrines and Prebe pes, e WE 
ourselves. 8 


I be gospel cdeger besuch 28 | 
| 3 that are utterly ineonsist- 
With the grand design of reveal. 


ing the grace and mercy of God 


which is to awaken our consciences 
and to excite us to care and 7/6 HE | 


in our spiritual concerns. 

FIC acknowledged that our own 
thoughts, desires, and endeavours 

will effect but little, without the help 


of divine power; but yer, if we chuse 


to live in ignorance, unbelief, or any 
branch of im piety and Wickedness; 


if our hearts are $0 attached to the 
World, so engroged by business, sen- 


dun pleasures and amusements, that 


we can spare no serious reflections 
for God, our souls and a future 


world; there is no prospect of our 
being 
Sospel has provided in jesus Christ. 

It is Sellin, that the gospel has 
produced ma 


: ood effects, and will 
always do 80, ag 


ere It is received and 


Aude to; but as for those persons 


ho make it tlie occasion of variance, 
hatred, apd persecution; it cannot be 


said of them with any propriety fy, that 
they do receive or ee to Reve- 
lation; nay, it is 1 ry certain, that in 
fat; They do hor,” 
Nor RA Ae, that i in 2 
- countries, Whete eottuption's man- 
netz 7 — gperstiti- | 


saved by any grace that the 
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on, idolatry, and persecution are esta- 


bliched, they enjoy the benefit of Re- 
velation, when we know that for ma- 
ny ages, ihe use of the Scriptures has 
been forbidden, and a religion taught 
and professed, which i is foreige to the 
word of God. 

Objection. How chn we be ſure, that 
we have now in poſſe Mon, thoſe very 


books entire and 22 in which Re- 
 velation was originally recorded? 
| 1 they not in J time be loſt 


or quite altered from what they were 
at firſt? Or fo varied and ak ed by 
tranſcribers and tranſlators, hou we 
cannot be ſure that we have the true 


and genuine ſenſe of feripture. 


"Anfwer. No nation in the world 


can be more sure of any of their pub- 


lick acts and records, preserved in 
their archives with the utmost care, 
than we are of the truth of the scrip- 
tures now in our hands. The Jews 
reserved the books of Moses, as the 
ws of the kingdom, in the most 
sacred part of their tabernacle, and 
temple. Those books, after they re- 


turned from Babylon, were every 


where publicly read in their synago- 


gues, , every week on the sabbath-day; 


eir learned men with the utmost 
exactness inspected and guarded the 


text, even so as to count the very 


number of letters in every book. 

In short our Lord and the Apostles 
ret werftly quote Moses, the Psalms, 
and Prophets, without any intimation 
that those books were in any respect 
altered or depraved. Whereas had 
they indeed been corrupted, we need 
not {ob but our blessed Saviour, - 


would have reformed that, as well as,. 


or Tather Wore" than any other in- 
Stance 
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stance of corruption among the 


„„ 
From the ti! 
scriptures of the Old Testament, were 


publicly read by the Jews in all parts 


of the world; and those scriptures 


and the apostolic writings as they 
came out, were read by christians 
every where in their assemblies, and 


dispersed over all the world where 
the religion of Jesus Was professed; as 


containing the laws and rules of the 
religion he taught, insomuch that it 


vas impossible to corrupt or depra ve 
them. For this reason even the 
church of Rome, or those who erett- 


ed that antichristian power, never 


durst attempt to make the least alter- 


ation in the seriptures, as knowing it 
se; but instead 
of that they claimed the sole right of 


would be to no pur 


interpreting the scriptures, which ser- 
ved their end full as well as corrupt- 


ing them; for he who has power to 
put what sense he pleases upon a law, 
may as effectually make it void, as he 


who abolishes it. 


As for transcribers, or translators, 
it is for the same reason impossible 
they should make any material altera- 


tion; it is in fact true, that they have ö . 
So that whoever studies the Bible, the 


not; for you may take any transla- 


tion, in any language, or by any 
party among christians, papists as 
well as protestants, and you will find | 


to the covenant of our Lord God, 


tators may put their own sense upon 
others. But the main points have 
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4 


time of our Saviour, the | - 


; rats. 


"I 


every translation from the beginning 
to this day. . 5 
Thus it is presumed these object - 

ions, which are the principal that are 
alledged, are effectually removed. 
Upon the whole they seem not to 
proceed from a sober mind, sincerely 
desirous of the best knowledge and 
instruction, for how can that person 
be deemed a true scholar, or sincerely 
desirous of improving in useful learn- 
ing, who meeting with a book excel - 


lently adapted to that e e refuses 
e 


to make use of it, because he is already 
possessed of the faculty of reason, or 
because it is not in the hands of every 
body, as some have made a bad use 
of it, or he douhts whether it may 
not have undergone some alteration, 
when the book in itself considered, is 


an excellent performance, and capa- 
ble of giving him the most * 
instruction. 2 | + 


The Bible, as we now have it in 
our hands, thanks be to God, is by far 
the most excellent book in our lan- 
guage, and as we have it in our trans- 


lation, in itself, setting aside all eir- 


cumstances, a pure and plentiful foun- 


| tain of divine knowledge, and particu- 


larly of the gospel of our sal vation: 


English Bible, is sure of gaining the 
knowledge and faith, which if duly 


applied to the heart and conversation, 
they all agree in all things relating wb infallibly guide him to eternal 
life. „ 35 
and the several duties to which we] For this reason then it is our wis- 
are thereby obliged, though they may 


differ in some things, and commen- 


dom and duty, to be frequent in read- 
ing, and meditating upon the Bible, 
that our minds being well furnished 


[| with cards wisdom, and our hearts | 


g 


max 


* 


tinctured with a divine spirit, we 
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be prepared for glory, honou r, and 


VVV | 
These objections have been an- 
swered, not so much from a design 
of convincing the cavilling, obstinate 
infidel, as a desire of satisfying the 
mind and conscience of the sincere 
believer, that his faith is founded on 
the most substantial grounds, and that 
notwithstanding all the art and so- 
phistry of the enemies of the gospel, 
the most solid reasons are to be as- 
signed for the hope that is in him, and 
the confidence he reposes in the God 
of all grace, mercy, and truth. _ 
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On the Neceſſity of an extraorainary | 
RNevelation from God, as deduced 
-. from the depraved State of human 
| Mature. 125 ET . 
HE Scriptares. as contained in 
the Bible are the word of God, 
they are the language and address of 
the universal Father to his children in 
this world, whom he addresses in the 


* 
#% 


character of. Sovereign Lord of the 


Universe, and strictly enjoins to obey 
his voice, the Scriptures are given 4) 
Iaſiration of God, and are profita- 
e for dofrme, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for inſtruction in righteouſ- 
"meſs, 2 Tim. ini. 16. 

_ "The glory of God indeed is to be 
scen in all hs Works of his hands; 
and the speech of his Almighty. pow- 
er, wisdom, and goodness is to be 
heard in the appearances. of creation 

awhich are daily before our eyes, Eſal. 
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Mankind in a faithful use of their 


natural powers might know God, 


Rom. i. 19. Tor that which may be 
known of God is manifeſt in them; for 


| God: hath ſhewed it unto them, (for 
| the inviſible things: of him from the 


creation of the world are clearly ſeen, 


being underſtood by the things that 
are made, ) so that even the Hea- 


thens, who have no other rule than 


the light of nature, THEY might be 
without excuſe, if they are totally 


ignorant of God. _ 


N 


But how much mankind in all ages 
have abused and misapplied their un- 


derstandings is notoriously evident, 
and therefore it must be evident how 
much they stand in need of an extra- 
ordinary revelation, to correct their 


errors, to reduce them to the obedi- 
ence of God, and to secure them from 


relapsing into idolatry, and apostasy 


No book certainly can contain 


more evident marks of such relation, 


than the Scriptures, eminently. $0 


called, which we are happily pos- 


sessed of. In them we have the ful- 
lest and clearest account of the na- 


ture and perfection of God, beyond 


what the world at best could have at- 


tained to, and far beyond what could, 
in the ordinary course of things, have 


been preserved through succeeding 


gefferations. 


The knowledge of God not being 


a meer speculative truth, but having 
near connection with our action; 
would consequently, as the morals of 
men are very liable to be corrupted, 
have been proportionably obscured, 
till it had in a manner vanished away, 


| which we know hath in fact been true. 
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In the Scriptures, as in a durable 

 g8torehouse, not to be demolished by 
time, as uncertain tradition, we have 
the most noble discoveries of the na- 
ture and perfection of God, as he is 


our Maker, our Father, Owner, Ru- 


ler, and daily Benefactor; as he is 


glorious in all his attributes, as he is 
infinite,” and independent, eternal, 


and unchangeable in his being, know- 
ledge, wisdom and power, as per- 
fectly holy, good, righteous and 
. ĩ Eunte 


These glories of his divine nature 


are described, not in the way of 
philosophical dissertations; not by a 
series of abstract reasoning, which 
are of little or no use to the bulk of 
mankind, who have but little leisure, 
and perhaps less inclination to attend 
to the curious and abstruse deductions 
of reason; not thus are the glories 
of the divine nature delineated in 
Scripture, but exhibited in a long, 
easy and intelligible series of facts 
and events, wherein God hath ma- 


the wor[lc. 


ons of God, and struck with admira- 

tion, reverence, love, and those other 
should produce in us. 

In the Scriptures, God appears not 


only in every view that the most pro- 
our duties, trials and temptations; 

of the divine consolation and encou- 

ragement in all our troubles and 

distresses; and if, through the divine 

E grace, 


found philosophy can discover, but 
also in a practical light. We are there 
taught, th t great as he is in himself, 
he is our God and Father, that he 
3 
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hath from his own immensity of be. 


ing, given us being; that he con- 
stantly regards us, interests himself 


in our affairs, is concerned for our 


welfare; that our safety is in his fas 
vour, and that in his favour, and un- 
der his protection, we are infinitely 
safe and happy; that we are accoun- 
table to him for our actions; that we 


* 


are continually under his eye; that 


he hath taken us into the nearest re- 
lation to himself, and that in order 
to promote our future and eternal 
happiness, he hath carried on vari- 


| ous dispensations from the beginning 


of the world, - | 
Thus we not only in the easiest and 


clearest way, learn the perfections of 


God from scripture, but we learn 

them in a manner the most proper and 

aa to engage and unite our 
e 


hearts to God, and cause us to con- 
sider ourselves infinitely interested 
in his attributes and perfections. 


In the Scriptures we may not only 


| with ease learn our duty in the ful- 
nifested his goodness, wisdom, power ] lest extent, but at the same time, 
and justice, from the beginning of | by the numerous examples of pious 
1 Is men in all ages, we may see that it 

In this way the mind, with very | is practicable, and may see how to 
little labour of thought, is at once | 
convinced of the being and perfecti- | 
bleness and t | 
and also be furnished with the 
actions, which the knowledge of God strongest arguments and motives to 
Is embrace it and to persevere therein. 

We are also assured in sacred writ 
of the divine aid and assistance in 


engage in it. By reading the Scrip- 
tures, we N the reasona- 


beauty of holiness, 


grace, we persevere in faith and holi- 


ness, of everlasting glory in the realms 


. e 
In this sacred treasure we have the 


truest and most effectual rules, where- 


by to form our lives; not simple pro- 
Positions, not meer lectures of dull 


morality, but instructions intermixed 


with the promise of a divine power 
to work mightily in us, and renew 
us into the divine life and spiritual 
JJ 
Here religion appears in all its 
truth, lustre, sweetness and majesty. 
Here it is arrayed in all its charms, 
not as a sour, severe, morose, gloomy 
Principle, forbidding enjoyment, and 


the parent only of sorrow, horror 


and despair; but as our life, our 


glory, our peace, our joy, as giving 
us the truest relish and enjoyment of 


life, as the source of the most solid 


Pleasure and comfort, uniting us to 


_ God, as lodging us for ever in the 
arms of Almighty love and good- 
ness, as leading to and preparing for 
* joy and pleasure at his right 


As to sin and wickedness, philo- 


sophers have said much concerning 


the odious nature of vice, that it 


is evil, and the worst of evils, that 
it is the disease and deformity of the 


wind, pernicious to the health of 
ruinous to the worldly 


the bod, a 


* 


Thheir reflections were so far just; 
hut the benefit of them were confin - 


ed to men of letters and study; the 


common people received little or no 


advantage from them: but in the 


pure the mrancst. minds are fa 


„* 


> 2 


is opposite to all the en 
tion, and consequently as deserving of 
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voured with far better instructions 
than they could give, 
There sin is not only set forth in all 


its odious colours, in all its pernicious 


effects, as to the present life, but its 
deadly nature is demonstrated as it 
stands in contrariety to God, as it is 
the ee, ee of his holy law, as 
it exposeth us to his e and 
| s of our erea- 


In scripture we learn, that God 
will punish the impenitent workers 


of in1quity with everlasting destruc- 


tion, and purge out of his kingdom 
every thing that offends. All this is 
so plainly and ee inculcated 
upon the. mind, by many dreadful 
examples of the divine vengeance 
upon ungodly men throughout the 


| whole series of scripture history, by 


„ 2 


many express declarations Uf God's 
wrath, and so many exhortations of 


his goodness and mercy, to turn 


from every evil way, that no one 
who carefully and seriously reads the 
scriptures, can miss, not only of see- 


ing the evil, the irregularity and de- 
formity of sin, but of having his mind 


affected with it, and being wrought 
into the most settled detestation of it. 


With regard to pardon of sin, the 


wisest of philosophers seem to have 
had little or no notion of it. They 
considered it very superficially, 
repugnant to the divine 2 
and therefore say little or nothing, 
vhether God would be propitious to 
sinners, or in what way his wis- 
dom thought proper to pardon trans- 


5 
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Sacrifices 
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| Sacrifices were Pr among 


them; but they seem to haye under- 


stood but little. of their true nature 
and end, nor were at all solicitous to 
enquire. into them, 
not understand the true demerit of 
sin, and therefore of course must be 
in the dark as to the remission of it. 
But all these ihings are open and ob- 
vious to the went een in N 
tu in 


How 9 at woald. was in the | 


dark about a future state, without a 
revelation, is well known; and how 
clearly the world to come is opened 
to us in the awful prospects of eternal 
happiness, or endless perdition, can 
be concealed from none who are ever 
so little ee, with the goape) of 
Christ. 

These things duly attended to, =o 
shew the precious value of the holy 
scripture, that God's word is truth, 
and able to make us wise unto sal va- 
| tion, and further. demonstrate that it 


is our duty to be much in nee 


them. | 

Reading the. aarintu res is one of the 
first rinciples of our religion, as we 
are Ch hristians; because our profes- 


sion is built wholly upon the scrip- 


tures... We justly own no other rule 
of faith but the * of God, Epli. 
ii. 10. Me are built upon the foumda- 
tion of the Aßpeſtles and PFropliets, 


Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief | 


corner ſtone. And we are bailt upon 
no other foundation. 
If ve are Christians indeed, he: 


ver we may use or value the writings: | 
W; men, we make not them, not the 
very best of them, the rule of our 


. falt, but the word, ig eke 


In fact they did 


Hol v BIBLE. 


1 


: 
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all our hopes and comfort, 
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But that EY ought to be tho- 
rough! ly perused and digested, other- 
wise how good soever in itself, or 
how much soever we profess to take 
it for our rule, it 18 in fact no rule 
to us. 


The word of God is the guide of 


| our actions, It is a lamp unto our. 
| feet, and a light unto. our paths, 


Ps. exix. 103. Should we not then 
diligently study the word of God, 
that we may not wander from his 


commandments? 


The word of God is the spring of 
There 
and there alone, we have the rich 
and immense treasure of the divine 
promises; and from thenee alone, 


Ve can draw solid support and con- 


solation, in a dark hour of trial and 
allliction. 

In short, to all the valuable purpo- 
ses of knowledge and life, the scrip- 
tures infinitely excel all human com- 
positions whatever. The writings of 
men are but as the twinkling stars to 
that ocean of light, which is daily 
poured forth from the body of the 
Sun. Of all the means of know- 
ledge and wisdom in the world, none 
are to be compared with the word of 
God. We should therefore have 


our eyes intent upon the light, for 


God hath given us this invaluable 
treasure, the holy scriptures, that we 
should make them our stud. 
It must be carefully observed, has. 
it is not enough to be much in reading 
the seriptures, but while we read, we: 
should employ. all our attention. to 
understand them. The seripture may 
be understood, but evidently not in 


every degree by every mag; for as 


there 


680 


there are various sorts and degrees of 
knowledge in scripture, some per- 


haps, at present, beyond the reach of 8 
derstood, and therefore how per- 


5 any man that ever yet was in the 


world; and as there are men in va- 


rious capacities and degrees of learn- 
ing, so it is manifest, all men cannot 
attain to the same degree of under- 


standing in divine things; but there 


must necessarily be a great difference 


and another in matters of faith and 
revelation. N 1 2 lt 


This shews the absurdity of the 


popish scheme, which pretends. to | 
ce the Christian faith in all its stood in scripture, are PRINCIPLES, 
or the grounds and reasons of things 
and 'PRECEPTS, Which are the rules 
of duty; noweif we mistake either, 
we shall throw all into confusion, our 
| way will be all mist and clouds, that 

which should be light, will be dark- 


re 
parts to a certain invariable stand- 
ard, to which every man either ex- 
plicitly or implicitly, either with or 
without understanding, must con- 
—: ͤ K;. 42; 
This also shews, that notwithstand- 
ing it is our duty to communicate 
knowledge to one another, it is re- 
pugnant to the nature and genius of 


ther, or to be displeased, because we 
have not all the same degree of un- 
derstanding in matters of faith; be- 
cause this, according to the 
constitution of our minds, a 
revelation God hath given us, equally 
understood by all, is absolutely im- 
practicable. 9932, 4, ig. £2160 104, 
But although the Scriptures are not 
understood in every degree by every 
man, yet they may be understood by 
every man, 50 far as God requireth ;' 
that xs; 50 fär as he is capable of un- 


derstanding them; for What a man 


can understand, he may understand, 
if he is not wanting to himself. 


Fürther those things in scrip- 
K 3 F 2 « 4 . | , . 
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ture, which are of the highest 
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| 


| ledge of them. 


p „ä 
"e 


im- 

y 8 7 
ortance, and conducive to eternal 
ife and salvation, are easy to be un- 


plexed soever other things may be, 
about which men have differed, and 


which men by their difference, have 
more perplexed; the grand princi- 
ples of faith in Christ, and obedi- 
| ce | ence/to the rules of the gospel are 
between the knowledge of one man so evident, that any ordinary capa- 
city may, with due care and atten- 
tion, easily gain a com 


plete know- 


|» 


The things chiefly to be under- 


ness, or which is the same, a false 


light, to mislead us: that which 
| should be our joy, will be heaviness; 
Christianity to quarrel with one ano- | that which should be our comfort, 

and inspire chearful hope, will be a 
dead weight to burthen our spirits 
and clog our cour e. 
TIresent | 
of the | 


"IS - ' 


Our. 


FPrightful images will terrify our 


congeiences, and fill us with grund- 
less fear. God will be described in a 


| rnonstrous light, and all the ravishing 


> 
and 


glories” of his truth, wisdom 
. „ 


love, .which should powerfully draw 
our hearts to him, will be hid from 
% ß att 412; 
Ihe lustre of redeeming grace 
will be eelipsed; some parts of re- 
ligion will be superstitiously magni- 
fied, while others will be underya- 
Further, if for want of due at- 
tention to the sense of scripture we 
mistake, or fall into error, we ought 
to be sensible that religious error is 
of a far worse nature than any other; 
not only as it is an error in a mat- 


fd 


ter of the greatest importance; but | 


as it is of all others the most diffi- 
cult to be corrected; for under the 
sacred name of religion it shelters 
and defends itself, and gains the 
character of truth, of important, 
necessary, awful truth, and the un- 
wary think themselves bound in con- 
science and duty to maintain it with 
zeal ; and then whoever. endeavours 
to correct it, though in the spirit of 
meekness and peace, must do it at his 
Hence those grosser instances of 
ersecution and bloodshed, which 
. indelibly stained the Christian 
name. Hence those wranglings, de- 
bates, heats and animosities, which 
have destroyed Christian societies. 
These things are the fruits of 
men's taking their religious princi- 
ples upon trust, and not founding 
them on the scriptures studied and 
understood by themselves. Such 
contempt and neglect of the word of 
God exposeth them to strong delu- 
sion, and such delusion, leads them 
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Thus religion is corrupted, the 


corruption of it defended; and irreli- 
gion, and infidelity propagated, even 
by religious people themselves. So 
the sceptic, who is indifferent to any 
principles, when he finds absurdity, 
mixed with the Christian faith, tak 
ing the whole for a true account of 
Christianity, rejects the whole; for 
even common sense will not allow 
that revelation to be divine, Which 
cannot in many of its parts be recon-· 
eiled with the known perfections of 
E aur} tuorreenns Bold 
By these unhappy means, . what: 
numbers in our land have been drawn 
into Deism ! and by these unhappy: 
means (if the truth were known): 
religion appears but in a :doubtful- 
light to many, who seem to be strict 
professors of it; for whete it is not 
received in the proper evidence, there 
cannot be a full and strong assent 
of faith; and no man can receive 
it in its proper evidence, ho does 
not carefully endeavour to under- 
stand the Seip i; 4 haruien yt 
Thus many who talk much of the 
word of God, and pretend a great 
reverence for it, may possibly, at 
the last day, be ranked among the 
despisers of it; because although they 
have, perhaps, been much in reading 
it, they never set themselves in good 
earnest to understand it, and so in 
effect might as well not have read it 
gat all; for their reading it is only 
from a superstitious opinion, as 
Turks, Jews, and Papists turn over; 
the books in reputation among them, 
not from a love of truth, or @ desire 
of understanding truth; not to open 


to fight in the dark for they know 


14 


their eyes, and to give them a 


more- 


8 just 
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di sations of God; not to confirm 
establish their minds in the faith 
of God, and of Christ: not for those 
purposes it is much feared are the 
seriptures read, but only in a custo- 
mary, superstitious way, or at least 
very carelessly and superficially; and 
therefore there are 80 few professors- 
of Christianity that grow in grace, 
who'rise in spiritual strength, peace, 
love and joy; because there are so 
few that grow in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 2 Pet. 
J oe 591.7 0 
Mñany people presume they have 
attainedꝭ the full knowledge of Christ, 
Who are very short of that which is 
Spiritual” and saving. They have 
somewhere or other fixed the precise 


standard of divine knowledge, and 


either more or less than that standard 
is deemed impious and heritical. 


derstand the seriptures, who in ano- 
. ther way, ast they think, have alrea- 
1 dy gained the same sum and body of 
I i spiritual understanding? See Romans 
: N g. Whatever things were written 


nh tg were ' written for our 
for” our inſtruction, that 
we" through patience and comfort of | 

EY the Sertptures might have hope. We 
have hope through that patience and 
comfort which is taught in the scrip- 
tares; but the grounds and reasons 

of that patience and comfort must be 


earnmy, 


understood; otherwise we cannot es- 
tablish/in our minds a sure and solid 


03 


o ip. ax 
Hence it is that the Christian hope, 
that faith and hope which overcom- 
eth the world, are so very rare; 


[4 


Hew can they set themselves to un- 
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just and distinct vie w of the ways and 


therefore so few rejoice in hope, be- 
cause 80 few understand the scrip- 
tures, which are the ground and 
foundation of the true Christian 
WWWWWWWCCCC ag, 1 

Leet it be remembered, that we shall 
have the benefit of the scriptures by 
studiously endeavouring to under- 
stand them, and then shall we know, 
if we follow on to know the Lord. 
. So far as we understand the word 
of truth, we shall be truly enlight- 
ened, our consciences will be right- 
ly directed, and all our principles well 
established; we'shall see its real va- 
| Ive, and it will be proportionably es- 
teemed; we shall taste its comforts, 
feel its power, be convinced of its 
divine original, and it will be both 
pleasant and precious to us. The 
more we understand of the scrip- 
tures, with the greater pleasure we 
shall see the righteousness, wisdom, 
and goodness of all divine dispensa- 
tions, that all of them are adjusted and 
settled by the love of a Father, and 
calculated to promote our happiness. 
This will draw our hearts to God, 

and shew eus the propriety of acqui- 
eseing with the constitutions of his 
grace. JJ» 
If we are built upon the founda- 
tion of the Prophets and Apostles, 
our faith will stand upon a sure bot- 
tom, and not upon the weak, preca- 
rious judgment of man; henceforth 
we shall be no more children tossed 
to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, Eph. iv. 14. 
but shall by use have our senses ex- 
ereised to discern both good and evil. 
Thus we shall grow up into Christ in 


| all things, in knowledge, in faith, and 
| 1 . 


4 - 
** 


Book XII. 
in love. Thus we shall be rooted 
and grounded in love, in the love of 
God, of truth, and of our neighbour. 
The knowledge we gain, whether it 
be more or less, being drawn from 
the fountain, will compose our spi- 
Fits, and incline us neither to despise 
the weakness of those that know less, 
nor _reje&t the insiruQtions, of thos 
that may know more than ourselves. 
These weighty considerations should 
enga ge us to read the scriptures, with 


all possible care and diligence; and 


to study them with an upright de- 


sire of gaining their true sense and 


We all know how much men are 
at varience concerning the true sense 


and import of scripture, one affirm- 
ing that this, another that that, is the 
Precise meaning. So it may well be 


expected to be in our present, weak 


and fallible state of existence; and 
so indeed God for wise and good rea- 
sons hath permitted it to be, not to 


give us occasion to censure, judge, 
and dis parage one another, as is the 


too general practice of those who are | 


forbidden; but this variety of sen- 


timents is permitted to teach us to 
practice charity towards one another, 
and should convince us that we ought 
not to resign our understanding or 
consciences to any man's judgment 
JJ oO” 

Upon the whole, it is evident from 
the fallible state of human nature, 
the prevalence of human prejudices, 
the defects of human reason, and the 
proneness of mankind in general to 


sin and iniquity of every kind and 
degree, that a certain method of 


; * 2 1 * 
HOLY 
| 


before observed, given 70 
| 2207: of God, and profitable 
e  reproof, _ 


” 309m. 5 erer 
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Wh 
direction from the all-wise God is 


%% — ͤ , , ,, «—«—«ð» 3-4 
| absolutely necessary to guide them 
into those paths that lead to the obe- 


F 235 7h 0 R 
dience of | his will - and their Own tru- 


est interest and happiness; it is also 
as evident, that the sacred scriptures 
of the Old and New Testament are 
| entirely and fully conducive to those 
| grand important purposes, being, as 


inſpira- 
le for doc- 
or correftion, 
righteouſneſs ; that 

be e tho- 
all good 


or inſtruction in 


roughly furniſhed unto 
OX." 


On the Authority and excellency of 
the Scripture, as founded on the . 


| expreſs and frequent Aſſertions of 
„ Moſes, the P rophets and Apoſtles. 


XE have already hinted, that a 
divine revelation is perfectly 


consonant to the goodness and love 


called Christians; for this is expressly of God, to the relation in which we 


stand to him, and the gracious pur- 


poses for which he has given us be- 


a 


We have like wise endeavoured to 


| remove some objections against reve - 
lation in general, and to prove the ex- 
pediency of it from the depraved state 


of human nature, and would now 
beg leave again to observe, that no 
books were ever more publicly, or 
more commonly known, being read 
and heard with the greatest reverence 
once a week, in both Jew and chris- 
tian assemblies, for a very long course 


of 


_ every where dispersed, and constantly 


various languages of even more na- 


render the subjects and substance of 
the Scriptures, either obscure or un- 
_ certain; for you may take any transla- | 
tion in any language, or done by an 
Party among christians, and, you willl 
find they all agree in the great doc- 
trines N 


propriety. of n . e 


> WF, and this, is abundantly suffici- 


ol time; the Old Testament, beſore 
the coming of our Lord, and the 
Old and New after his coming, to 
this very day. So that it is, in the 


holy « Scriptures Should be adulterated; 
nor could any man, Who was disposed 
to alter or corrupt them, promise 
himself success in an attempt, which 


must immediately be detected and ; 


confounded. by thousands of copies 
read before numerous assemblies in 
tions than eyer composed the Roman. 


II in its largest extent. 
ranscribers may indeed make li- 


teral * but, those are easily 
corrected 525 a variety of manu- | 
t 


scripts; and translators may differ 
in giving the literal sense of some 
words and phrases; but not so as to 


Salvation, and the several 
law and duties injoined by the di- 
vine command; though they may ; 
not render the letter of the text in 
the same words, nor with the same 


The more perfect and exact in ever) 
point any translation is, the better it 
is; but it is very certain, that al] things 

ertaining to thedispensationsof God, 
is grace and promises, and our | 
hopes and duty, have been Preser- 
vec pure and entire in every tran- 
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nature of things, impossible that the | are obliged to carry it on byt 


„ 


ent for our instruction, comfort, di. 
rection, and edification, _ 
Persons in foreign commerce, who 
do not understand foreign een | 
e hel 


of translators; and if a letter < 


| Italian, German, San N, or French, 


Was put into the hands of twenty 
translators, it is much if every tran- 
slation would not differ more or less 
in some expressions, and yet they 


; might all agree with res pett to the 
sense of the merchant; and this be- 


ing all his correspondent wants to un- 
derstand, he will not think it worth 
his pains to enter into points, or a 
critical Propricty of phrases, which 
have no reference to his business. 
ust so it is with respect to the 
translation of the Bible. In more 
than the space of an hundred years, 
learning may have received consider- 
able improvements, and by that 
means some inaccuracies, may be 
found in a translation, more than an 
hundred years old; but those who 
are disposed to believe the authenti- 
[city « of, scripture, may rest fully satis- 
| fied, that as our Engliſh translation 
is in itself, by far the most excellent, 
| book i in our language, 80 it is a pure 
jand, 88 fountain- of divine 
| knowledge, giving a true, clear and 
full account of the divine dispensa- 
tions, and particularly of the gospel 
ok our salvatioh, insomuch, that wHo- 
ever studies the same, studiés \; 


{only way to eternal happiness. 


Before we proceed to the main bu- 
sines of this Chapter, we shall endea- 


{your to solve a difficulty that may na- 


turally start upon this occasion; it is 


slation, from the beginning to this [ 


7 
— * 
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this, 1 Tow comes it to pass, that 
| * 8 n learned 
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te learned men differ so much about 
« the sense of scripture?”, . 
We answer, They differ not $0 
much about the literal sense, or tran- 
slation of scripture, as about the con- 
enn 7-0 dfings 35 
For example, All are agreed, that 
these words, Take, eat, this is my 
body, whach is broken for you, are 
rightly translated; but the question 
is, What is the meaning of them ? 
The papist will tell you, they mean, 
that the bread in the Lord's supper, 
is realy turned into the body, soul 
and divinity of Christ. The pro- 
testant very justly denies the mon- 
strous and idolatrous absurdity, and 
affirms, that the bread is only a figu- 


struction which is put upon the li- 


rative expression of Christ's sacrifi- 


ced body.: | 15 
Translators are See 
well agreed, but divines di 
about the sense of scripture, which 
by no means invalidates the same, as 
to the main end and drift. a 
Thus by demonstrating the reason- 
ableness and expediency of revela- 
tion in general, by removing object- 
ions that are brought against it, and 
by shewing the sufficiency, of the 
translation, which, thanks be to God, 
is in our hand; the way is prepared 
for advancing a few arguments to 


prett 


establish the authority and excel- 


lency of the scriptures, and to shew 
they were indeed given by inspiration 
of God, or that, in them, the holy 
men of God spake as they were 

moved by the holy spirit. 
We have sufficient reason to be- 
lieve, that we have in our hands the 


very books that were written by | 


er much 


Holy BIB. . 
Moses, by the Prophets, and by the 
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Apostles of Christ. Now that those 


books were given by inspiration of 


God, or that the persons who wrote 
them have delivered to us what they 
received from Heaven, will appear 
from their own express and frequent 
nin nil eds How: 
Moses and the Prophets always 

declared they spake in the name of 


the Lord, and delivered to the peo- 


ple what they received in commis- 
sion from him. „„ 
The Apostles likewise assure us, 
that they were taught by Jesus Christ, 


the son of God; were endued with 


the spirit of God, and commissioned 
by him to preach the gospel to all 
nations; and we have the utmost 
reason to believe that they have told 
us the truth; for if they have not, 
they must be very wieked, designing 
men, who solemnly and publicly 
rested upon God, constitutions, laws, 


doctrines, and declarations, which 


they knew to be false and fictitious, 
the creatures of their own invention 
obtruded upon the world to serve 
some selfish, sinister purposes. 
But for any thing we can see, they 
appear to be persons of the highest 
character for honour and probity. 


In the whole of their conduct we 
find the utmost integrity and disinte- 
restedness, and in every part of their 


history and writings the utmost sim- 
plicity and impartiality. | 


Me may carry this argument fur- 


ther, and set it in a still stronger light 

in the case of the Prophets; for if, 
when, they declared that they spake 
in the name of God, and by a com- 


mission from him, they declared a 


8 M falshood, 


falshood, and if they knew it were 
a'falschood Fo they were not only v ery 


wicked, but void of common sense. 


It Is. certain that the | Prophets in A | 
long series one after another; gained 


no advantage from speaking in the 
name of the Lord; but on the other 
hand, that they incurred scorn and 


contempt from the generality of their 


countrymen,” 


- 


© When they entered upon the un- 


grateful office, they renounced all 
worldly views, and were harrassed 
and persecuted in proportion to their 
fidelity in 
{ sion. LED # * . | 

Now, this is too much for any 


executing the commis- . 


pious fraud to bear, even in the case 


of a single person, much more in that 


of a succession of men in several g 


e- 
nerations. An impostor like M 9 | 


met, may carry his pretences very 


high, but he can never bear the fur- 


nace of persecution. That terrible 


scourge will either silence his false and 


arrogant claims, or force him to take 
up arms, if it is in his pc 
den vindication and security. 


But the Prophets were poor men, 


who, without the least dependance 


upon worldly power or policy, op- 


posed nothing but a divine commis- 
sion to every unkind and rigorous 
treatment. 18 . oy . ke 

Nov, there is nothing to be found 
in human nature, or in any state of 
things that can be supposed to exist, 
that can possibly account for this 
 conduR, but either that they really 


* 


power, for his 


Had a divine commission, or else that 


they were deprived of their senses; 


but their writings prove they were 


men of good understanding, and of 


| 
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a sound and. excellent judgment; 
therefore nothing remains, but that 
they really acted by a divine com- 


mission. 


The force of this argument will 


be seen more evidently in the case of 
the Apostles. No history in the 
world had been better preserved than 
that of the New Testament: there 
we find that Jesus Christ had gather- 
ed, while he was upon earth, some 
hundreds of Disciples, who all made 
profession of faith to him, immedi- 
ately after his death, declaring that 
he was risen from the dead, and as: 


cended into heaven. Pa rticularly the 


Apostles, with several others, went 
about preaching the Gospel, first in 
Judea, then in all parts of the Roman 
empire, persuading them to believe 
in Christ, affirming that he was the 


Son of God, that all the wonderful 


works related of him were true, and 


that they had a commission from 
Heaven to teach and propagate his 
religion every where, though they 
should every where meet with the 
most violent opposition, and the cru- 
elest treatment.” el 
No they must have been fully 
convinced in their own minds, that 
their assertions were true; or if they 
knew that the Gospel, and their com- 
mission to preach it, was a forgery, 
we may conclude they were distract- 


ed, and had lost the use of reason 


and understanding; for admitting our 
blessed Lord never did or 1 any 
of these things, which the Apostles 
repeated, an that they had no in- 
struction or commission from him 


to preach the Gospel; then we must 
suppose, they entered 


into a foolish 
„ and 


"> 


© Jately, and how 
. deat 
of all men living have most rea- | 
son to know; although others, 
who were less intimately acquaint- 
ed With him and his ways of de- 
ceiving, might have some opini- 
on of his worth and honesty; yet 
we who were the daily compa- 
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and frantic confederacy after this 
manner: OK < 
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boldest arts of craft and hypo- 
crisy, to gain a name in the 


ears to the deaf, and life to the 


assert it to the very last drop of 


66 


we must fix upon some story to 


thus dishonourably crucified, the 


% Men and brethren, what that 
seducer was; who lived among us 
Jutly he suffered 


for his vile imposture, - we, 


nions of his conversation, saw no- 
thing in him answerable to the 
greatness of his pretensions; but 
that his design was, by all the 


world; and therefore let us enter 


into a solemn agreement to pro- 
pagate the belief of this notorious 
cheat among mankind, and to 
feign all manner of lies in con- 
firmation of it; to aver that we 


saw him restore eyes to the blind, 


dead; and though it be all false, 
yet let us confidently report and 


our blood. Further, as after all 
his great and glorious pretences of 
being no less than the Son of God, 


Hol BIBLE, 
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he was at last executed as a vile 
melafactor, with every circum- | 
Stance of shame and dishonour, 


wipe off this disgrace; let us 
therefore resolve to affirm, with 
undaunted steadiness and the firm- 
est resolution, that after he was 


third day he rose again, often con- 
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versed with us, in the same fa- 
* miliar way, as he had always 
done before his execution; and that 
after a while, we saw him ascend up 
into Heaven: but then, we must 
be sure to stand unalterably to this 
bold falshood, and persevere to 
death itself in the assertion; for 
what absurdity is there in throwing 
away our hves with no other pro- 
“ gspect than that of final perdition? 
And why should any man think it 
hard to suffer stripes, bonds, and 
imprisonments, reproaches, dis- 
honour, and death itself with this 
ie lone 2. foes 
This, or some such thing must be 


66 


66 
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66 


66 


the ridiculous sense and absurd reso- 


lution of the Apostles, and first 
preachers of Christianity, upon a 
supposition that they knew and be- 
lieved, that the gospel and their 
commission to preach it was a for- 
gery. N 5 

In chis case, a set of men in pri- 
vate and abject life, without any man- 

ner of worldly power and interest, 
in the certain prospect and expecta- 

tion of all manner of opposition, of 
sacrificing all that is dear and valua- 

ble in life, of suffering all manner of 
indignities, tribulation, and cruelties, 
and of exposing themselves to all the 
terrors of death, must agree together 
to propagate throughout the whole 
world a system of 2 knowing 
it to be such, directly — to the 


conviction of their own ͤ minds, and 


= 


to all their interests both in this and 


a future world. „ 0 | " 
None but a company of madmen, - 
seized with the most extravagant 
phrenzy, and void-of all sense and 

| reason, 


688 


their writings, we shall find that the 


Apostles were not only in the full 
Possess ion of their reason and under- 
standing, but endowed with know- 


ledge and wisdom in a degree far 


beyond the most eminent philoso- 


. or masters of reason, then 


now in the world. = 


of God, and the perfections of the 
divine nature, they set the dispensa- 
tions of his wisdom, and the grand 


designs of his love in the clearest 


and most amiable light; they well 


understood the whole system of the 


divine law as, a perfect rule of 


practice, and fixed every branch of 


it upon a proper foundation; and 
upon principles self evident, or al- 


* 80 


lowed, they have demonstrated and 


established the whole scheme of the 


gospel. 


The Apostles were so far from be- 
ing void of common sense, that they 
were in fact men of the best sense, of 
the most accurate and sublime know- 

ledge, of the most excellent and di- 


vine spirit next to their Lord and 


Master, that the world was ever ac- 
quainted with; therefore their espou- 


sing and asserting the gospel with so 


much zeal could not proceed from 
any defect in their understanding. 
There remains then but one other 


** 


cause, to which it can possibly be 


assigned, Which is, that they were 
amply convinced and fully persuaded 
ol the truth of what they reported. 
If they were fully persuaded of the 
truth of 'what they reported, then it 


4 


0 
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tisfaction, 
doubt or uncertainty. - 
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reason, could ssibly unite in such 
a design. Whereas, if we peruse 


follows, that what they reported was 


; certarnly true, r 
They were fully satisfied that it 


was true, and they were perfectly ca- 
pable of receiving the clearest evi- 
dence, and fullest satisfaction: for, 


observe, what they reported was not 
a matter of meer opinion, as in the 
case of superstition, nor a warm sug- 


gestion, or secret impulse upon their 


minds, as in the case of enthusiasm, 
but a plain matter of fact. We can- 
not, say they, but ſpeak the things 
which we have ſeen and heard, Atts 


"IV. 10. | 


They were not things which they 
conceived or fancied, but which all 
of them, with great multitudes of 
people, had often and openly, for the 
Space of three or four years together, 
seen with their eyes, and heard 
with their ears; and that they were 
not mistaken or deceived; they were 


so fully satisfied, that they ventured 
all that they had in the world, and 


even life itself, upon the truth of 
what they had heard and seen; con- 
sequently their assurance must be to 
the highest and fullest degree of sa- 
leaving no room for 


However some in the present day 


may cavil and object, it is certain 


the Apostles, who were the familiar 
companions of our blessed Lord, had 
not the least scruple or difficulty 


o 


o 


concerning any thing related in the 


gospel. 


” They were fully convinced, per- 
fectly assured they saw Christ upon 


earth, that they conversed with him, 
that they heard the gracious words 
JJC 9205 3 YED ElyfNich 


a 


which proceeded from his mouth, 
that they saw him work miracles, 
that they sa him crucified and dead, 
that they saw bim alive again in a 
few days, that they heard him give 
them a commission to preach the 
gospel to all nations, and promise 
them success; that they actually saw 
him ascend up to Heaven; that the 
Holy Ghost fell upon them on the 
day of Pentecost, and that by his in- 
fluence, they actually felt themselves 


8 
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These considerations, weighed to- - 
| gether in an impartial ballance, will 


a , ; - 54 
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| sufficiently prove the authenticity of 
the Apostles mission and doctrine, 
that they received their commission 
and instruction from Jeſus the eter - 
nal Son of God; and upon the foot 
of this argument alone, the sincere 
believer may be fully convinced that 
the Apostles were inspired by the 
Spirit of God, and that they have 


in their writings infallibly delivered 
the truth, in all things pertaining to 


endowed with a new and miraculous 


power, which  accompamied. them, | the Christian faith and doctrine. 
during the course of their ministry; | 


and to their being fully persuaded of 
the truth of these things, and to no 
other possible cause can we assign 
their study and zealous endeavours 
to publish and spread the gospel. 
Add to all this, chat the Apostles 
were amazingly successful in preach- 
ing the Sabel. amidst all the op- 
position with which they met, du- 
. ring the course of their ministr . 
These men in private and low life, 
these defenceless men, quite destitute 
of all wordly power and interest, 


only by the force of truth, the truth 


_ of the gospel, which they preached, 
and the power which they received 
from their master, after he went to 
Heaven, encountered the fury of a 
bigotted and enraged multitude, and 
the most inveterate prejudices. All 
these difficulties they encountered, 
and surmounted them all. 
Iheir doctrine had a most amazing 
effect and influence on the minds of | 


| hand of his Father to explain t o us 


= - 
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„ 


Apostles were taught by him, and 


* — 


of the Holy Ghost in a most miracu- 
lous manner, enabling 


doctrine they delivered ; it certainly 
follows, that the books of Mo/es, and 
of the Prophets, are undoubtedly the 


| word. of God; and that the sacred 


history may be depended on as a 
true account of things: for those 
books are not only asserted by our 
Lord, and his Apostles in general, 


spiration, and a true rule of know- 
ledge, faith and doctrine; but parti- 
cular passages are frequently produ- 
ced in proof or confirmation of the 
doctrine they taught, and almost 
every single part of the history, from 
the beginning to the end, as of Adam, 


multitudes, who by the power of | and Gomorrah, Abraham, the 1/rae- 


. God, at their prong ing, were: 
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lites, and their miraculous delive- 


| rance from Egypt, and settlement in 
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If Jeſus Chriſt came from the right | 
the divine mind and will; if his 
ter his ascension feceived the gifts 


em to . 
form wonders in confirmation of the . 


to be the word of God, given by in- 


Enoch, Noah, the Deluge, Sodom 
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the land of Canaan, and all the sur- 
Prising events in their history, are 
referred to as true and authentie. 

Wbat ſesus Chrigt and his Apostles 
| Have written and taught in the books 


certainly the truth, as they received 


it from God. If so, then the scrip- 


tures of the Old Testament are also 


given by inspiration, and are a'sacred | 
_repos:tory of divine knowledge, of 
undoubted eredit and veracity ; for 
- our Lord and his Apostles have re- 

| . "ara and established them as 


Therefore the frequent and express 


Apoſtles, daten in conmeftion with 
their proper circumgtances,” is a 
Prone of the truth of revelation as 


s you'find upon che strigtest 


. 


atonement of Jesus Christ for 


a 


life and salvation; let us not be wa- 

vering in our opinion, but stedfastly'. 
maintain the faith once delivered ta 
the Saints, ever remembering that He 
is faithful, who hath promised, and 
Who has declared, that Heuden and 
earth may paſs away, but not one jot 
| or Hittle of tis word ſhall paſs away. 
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1 advanced, are taken from the 
external evidence, that the scriptures: 
are the word of God: we now pro- 


 ceed to consider their internal worth 
and excellency, which more fully and 
| clearly demonstrates their divine ori- 


ginal, and falls in with the second 


part of our design, which was to state 
the use and importance of the holy: 


* 


Considering the sacred writings as 


a gift and blessing from God, the 


Father of all light, and fountain of 
all good, for our improvement in 


knowledge and holiness, in order to 
dur being advanced to eternal glory 
and happiness, we may in general 


conclude, that the scriptures are in 


e ac endes falt) propor- 


tionable to the wisdom and 
of the donor, and to the noble and 
beneficent end for which they are 
intended. They are a glorious dis- 
play of heavenly light, irradiating 


"ae 


the darkness of the world, which 
otherwise would have been involved 
in the blackest night of ignorance. 

Let it be observed to the honour of 
the Bible, that it is the book, which 
under the divine Providence, has 
preserved in the world the know- 


ledge of the only true God, which | 
the Christian world reformed from 


otherwise must have been lost and 
extinguished ; for when God in his 
infinite wisdom was pleased to call 
Abraham, and separate his family 
to the purposes of revelation: 1do- 
latry, even in those early days, not 
long after the flood, was so far 
spread, that some of Abraham's fa- 
mily 

ods. 


So far indeed | did the cooreptias 


of religion prevail, that all nations, | 


losing the true idea of the great and 


glorious Creator of Heaven and earth, 
even JIRHOVAH, the only true God; 


fell into the grossest idolatry and su- 
perstition, together with every abo- 
minable vice, except the nation of 
the Jews, who enjoyed the word 
and revelation of God; and it was 
that very word and revelation at 
the time our Saviour came into the 
world, which enlightened the Gen- 


tiles, and so generally reduced them 


to the worship and obedience of the 
reat Lord of the universe. 
What knowledge of the living 

God, what detestation of idol wor- 


of rewards and punishment; Ma- 
nomet has propagated in the world, 
he received partly from 7ews, and 
partly from Chriſtians, who had learn- 


ed those things from revelation, 


though with much confusion, and a 


were idolaters, and served other 
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to extinguish. 
Weak and 
vours, because this glorious Sun of 


„ 


large mixture of fiction and fal: 
Shood. Is any part of the Christian 
world sunk into superstition and 1do+ 


latry ? It is because they have shut 
up the scriptures, forbidden the free 


use of them, and commanded the 


| people under pain of damnation to 


follow other guides. Is any part of 


the gross errors, and monstrous cor- 
ruptions of poper 

they have 3 
the scriptures, resumed the use of 
them, and opened them again to free 


? it; is because 
the authority of 


and common perusal. 
Nay, farther. Is the Deist, or the 
man, who in a Christian land de- 
nies or disparages revelation, ac- 
uainted with. the first cause, and 
ountain- of all being, power, life 


and happiness, the universal sove- _ 
reign ? has he a clear idea of the 


duties which we owe to our Maker, 


and to one another it is because he 


has derived his light from this re- 


splendant Sun, which he unnaturally, 
ungratefully, and weakly endeayours, 


- 


indeed are his endea-- 


Gospel-light shall, by the Providence 


of God, be preserved and shine with. 
a glorious lustre, as long as the Sun 
in the firmament. | 


Under God, the seriptures must be 


| owned, the instrumental cause of all 
ship, what belief of a future state | the true religion that is to be found 

in the world, which for any thing we 
know, would have been totally lost 


among the nations; and it shall be 
established more and more; it shall 


shine forth more and more: it shall 


in the 


be honoured more and more, 
| truth. 


— 


truth of its doctrines, in the wisdom 


of its precepts, in the accomplish- 


ment of its predictions and promises, 


and in the appearing of our Lord at 
the last day to receive in his joy all 
that know and obey the gospel of his 
grace. It shall Be established; it 
shall shine; it shall be honoured, 
when those, who now despise and 
disparage it, shall be confounded for 
R 49620; 1 

Thus much may be truly said' of 
the usefulness of scripture in gene- 
ral, which gives it infinitely the pre- 


ference to all books of meer human 
composure, as it has been the means | N 
| low of his hand, and the Heavens 


ok preserving in the world the grand 
principles of religion, the knowledge 


of the being and perfections of God, 
and of the true 'spiritual worship, | 


which alone pleaseth him, and enno- 


bles, purifies and comforts our souls; 


and just in proportion as the Bible is 


received, esteemed and e 


studied, true religion has prevail 


| and will always prevail and flourish. 


On the other hand, in proportion 
as the scriptures are unknown, neg- 
lected, abused and perverted ; igno- 
rance, idolatry, irreligion, error, 
superstition and imorality, have and 
* their gloom, and more or 


less infeQ nations and particular per- 


sons. „„ e e 
The scriptures contain principles, 
which must be allowed to be of a su- 
perior and excellent kind. The best 

Prineiples of knowledge, holiness 


and comfort. 


In those sacred writings we find 
- the best principles of knowledge. 


Here the mind expatiates in a bound- 


less field of Heavenly light, and He fills Heaven and earth, nor can 


8 
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clearly views the prospects of truth; 
| Where the eye of meer nature could 
never have penetrated, Here you 
see the being of God asserted, his 
nature and perfections, his glorious 


majesty and universal sovereignty de- 


scribed, with the justest propriety of 
| Sentiment, and the utmost elegance 


of language. „„ ONT -Dugifint BY 
There you read, That the everlaſt- 


| ing God, the Lord and poſeſor of all 


wiſdom and power made the earth, 


and created man upon it; that he 


| ſtretched out the Heavens, and com- 
manded all their hes. 
He meaſured the waters in the hol- 


| with a en, He comprehends the 
duſt of the earth in a meaſure, and 
| werghed the mountains in ſcales, and 
tine halls in a ballance. He toucheth 


| the mountains, and they ſmoke ; he 
| N upon the earth, and it trem- 
Behold the nations are as a drop of 
| the 'bucket, and are counted as the 
ſmall duſt of the earth. He ' takes 
| up the 1/les as a very little thing. All 
nations are before him as nothing ; 

255 


and they are counted to him as 


than nothing, and vanity. - +» 
Nie whole unt ver ſe reſts wholly up- 
on nis arm, and is intirely ſubject to 
| the diſpoſal 4 his will. Lift up your 
eyes on hugh, and behold, who has 
| created theſe things? he calls them 
by name, by the greatneſs of his 
might : for, as he is ſtronger in pow- 
er, not one of them fails. In under- 
 Jtanarng he is infinite; he ts mighty 


excellent in working. ©: 


in wi/dom, wonderful in counſel, and 


on 


* 
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any one hide himſelf in ſecret places | dread the terrors of his vengeance 
from his all. piercing eye. The earth | to the wicked. 


is full of his glory and riches; and 
his Providence is perpetually exer- 
cred about all and every one of his 


creatures. 


All power belongs to him . ne can 
help, and caſt down ; he can; ſave and | ful supplies to the humble and sin- 


deſtroy; and nothing is too hard for 


Phe ord. =: 


God is love; the Lord is good, and | 
doth good, he is good to all; and his 


tender mercies are over all his works. 
He 1s daily loading us with benefits. 


Ne righteous he will bleſs ; to them 
he will give grace and glory; and 
even to the wicked, the Lord is plen- 
teous and rich in mercy. He is a God | 
of truth, and without iniguity, Juſt | 
He is glorious in 
holineſs, and of purer eyes than to be- ; | 
9 salvation, to illustrate the grace of 


' Now this God, fo great and glori- God, and give the plainest explina- 


and right is he. 
hold ini quity. 


ous, is our God and Maker, our Fa- 


ther, Shepherd and Friend. 


This is the doctrine of scripture, 
and a sentence or two in this holy 


book will give you much clearer con- 
ceptions of God, than all the vo- 
lumes of philosophy, written by 
Strangers to revelation. Here you 
are taught the various dispensations 
of divine wisdom and goodness, 
from the beginning of the world to 
this day, and even to the end of 
time. | 5 
Here you see the excellent scheme 
which he has formed for the instruc- 
tion, reformation and happiness of 


mankind; and we read with plea- 


sure the numerous instances of fa- 
vours to the righteous; and with 
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Here we find a two-fold covenant; 
of works which threatens death to 


every transgression; of grace which 
grants pardon and redemption to 


every believer, and promises all need- 


cere, | 
Here we learn how God created a 


kingdom among the nations, or a 
peculiar congregation, to prevent 
| the universal corruption of the 
| world, and like a star in the firma- 


ment, to diffuse the light of divine 
knowledge throughout the darkness 


of the earth. 


At length we see the Messiah, the 
Son of God, the Saviour of the 
world, appear to take away sin, to 
bring in everlasting righteousness, or 


tion of his will and duty, to shew the 
future world in the clearest and most 


awful view, and to appoint the most 


powerful means to attract our hearts 
to God, and to guide our feet into 
the way of peace. 

In his gospel we see the dead, 
small and "on restored to life, ap- 
pearing before his judgment seat, to 
recetve a sentence according to what 
they have done in the body. There 
he has opened the glories of Hea- 
ven to our sight, and shewn to our 
faith the far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory, the assured 
consequence of a patient continuance 
in well-doing; he has also uncover- 
ed the bottomless pit, the blackness 
of darkness for ever, which will be 
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uncertainty of meer human know- 


the terrible portion of all impenitent 


workers of iniquity, -- 


In the Scriptures the condition of 


the church to the end of the world 
is described, and we see the present 


state of things correspondent with 


prophetic descriptions. 


£8 # 
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It would exceed the bounds of our 
present design to mention the seve- 


ral heads of instruction and know- 
ledge with which the word of God 
abounds; we shall therefore observe 
but one more, and that is, the design 
of our present existence in this world, 
which is there represented in a man- 
ner agreeable to the appearance of 
things, and the wisdom and goodness 
of God, not to be for enjoyment, 
but for trial, not to gain temporal 
pleasures or possessions, but to dis- 


eipline our souls, and to 
them for immortal glory and honour. 
In particular, the many afflictions 
incident to our frailty, are set in a 


repare 


B 4 Sac ad 


true and encouraging light, as the 
discipline and correction of our 


heavenly father; not for our de- 


2 


dee the 


struction, but for our improvement 
in holiness, to purify our spirits 


from sensuality, to draw our regard 


to things heavenly and eternal, to 
exercise our faith, hope, patience, 


and every virtue, which is our real 
excellency, and best 
for everlasting happiness. 

Ihhis is a brief and very imperfect 


qualification 


* kpecimen . of scripture dodtrine, 


which, even in this cursory view, 


assisted by a little serious reflection, 


must, to an impartial judgment, mo- 


wisest of Pagans have taught, appear 
* y Superior to the darkness and 


** 
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| ledge and wisdom. 
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In the scripture you will find the 
best principles of holiness, or of that 
state of mind, whereby we are ha- 
bitually devoted to God and truth; 
For there we are shewn the nature 
and design of living, in a manner 
greatly superior to what we could 
have desired from our own reason 
hene 5 oo 

There we read, that we were form- 
ed in the image of God, inspired with 
understanding, raised vastly in our 
faculties, above the rest of the crea- 
tion, and made for ends proportion- 
ably grand and noble; not for the 
mean purposes of time and sense, 
but for God; for his honour and 
favour, to shew forth his praise, and 
for ever enjoy his goodness. Every 
obligation resulting from this im- 
portant consideration, even the gra- 
cious and excellent purposes of our 
being, is with the greatest propriety 


and force urged upon us. | 


> 


In every page of the holy scrip- 


tures, the love of God smiles upon 


us with an attractive and endearing 


aspect, to draw our affections to 


him, and to give a constancy and 
steadiness to our obedience in the 
midst of so many, and so strong 
temptations, when we know the 
necessity of trials, troubles and af. 
fliction of every kind, in this vale of 
tears, in order to prepare us for a 
residence in the heavenly mansions, 
where sorrow shall be no more, where 
all tears shall be wiped from our 


. derately acquainted with what the |] eyes, and endless ages shall be spent 


oy 


in the uninterrupted fruition of such 
blessings, as eye hath not seen, nor 
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ear heard, neither hath it entered into 
the heart of man to conceive. 


In the scripture we have the di- 
vine displeasure against all unrighte- 
ousness and ungodliness of men, set 
upon its true foundation; the odi- | 
ous and pernicious nature of sin, 
| emptiness and vanity, infinitely be- 


whichis in itself false and mischie vous, 


the only radical evil in the uni- 


verse, and that which alone can de- 


prive us of happiness, and subject us 


to misery. | . | 
In the word of God, his favour 


to pious persons is also set upon its 


proper foundation; the amiable and 
excellent nature of true holiness, 
which in itself is true and salutary, 


the greatest preparative for future 
glory, is represented in the most live- 


ly and engaging colours. ” 
Here we are kindly encouraged by 
the divine grace, to think of our 
ways, and by true. repentance, to 


- 


the obedience of God. 


Here we are directed frequently 


to examine our hearts, to banis 


thence every corrupt e and 


to keep the spring of action within 
us, pure from any disorderly thought 


and inelination; to guard our spirits 
with a watchful eye, from every 
impure motion and suggestion; to 


be vigilent against every temptation 


and assault of the grand enemy of 


souls, that we may 1 ourselves 
undefiled in the goo 
God. 5 


Here we are 


perance and self-denial, and warned 
of the danger of every sensual snare 
and allurement. 


turn, from whatever is repugnant to 


| instructed in the most 
perfect and reasonable sobriety, tem- 
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Here this perishing body, with 
whatever can delight and adorn it; 
here this present world, with what- 


ever in it that can engage our affec- 
tions and esteem, are fully exposed 
to the judgment and censure of rea- 


son, and manifestly shewn to be 


low the excellence and worth of 


immortal spirits; and therefore un- 


fit to be pursued at the expence of 
our present integrity, or future fe- 


men,, 


In the sacred writings we find a 
rich magazine of all proper means 


for the sanctification of our souls, 


and our most successful advances in 
the love of God. by 
Here we see that the divine power 


and spirit are ready by mighty aids 


to assist, enlightenand strengthen our 


spirits, and incline our hearts to- 


wards God's commandments; here 
we are directed every day, and at 
all times to seek unto God, by fer- 
vent prayer, for his guidance and 
protection; and are graciously assured 


that we shall not seek his face in 


vain. 8 c | 

In the holy scriptures we are 
taught the ordinances of religion, 
both public and private, in the con- 


scientious use of which we shall 


grow into perfect men in Qriſt 
Jeſus; particularly we are command- 
ed to set apart a competent portion 
of our time every day, and to keep 
the sabbath holy every week; that 


by serious meditation upon God's 


word, and pouring out our hearts 
before him in prayer and thanks. 
giving, we may renew our spiritual 
strength; be more and more con- 
5 N firmed 
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firmed in the habits of holiness, and 


find ourselves still advancing nearer 


to heavenly perfection. i 
This sketch of the principles of 


holiness, to be derived from the 


scriptures, clearly prove their divine 


original and excellence, as it sets | 
them vastly above any thing human 


wisdom can discover or devise. 
In the scriptures we also find the 
best principles of comfort and re- 
freshment to the soul. How need- 
ful are such principles in a scene of 
afflictions, sin and weakness! In 
general, under how many amiable 
Characters; under now many sweet 
encouragements we are invited to 


trust in the Almighty and eternal | 


God; to look unto him, and make 
his name, his goodness and power, 
our refuge in every want, danger, 
difficulty and conflict? Being assured 
that he careth for us while we hope 
in him; and that he will never leave 
us nor forsake us! We are encouraged 


to hold out unto the end; persuaded, 


that however he may permit our suf- 
ferings and griefs, he can never for- 
cet us, and will make all Mings how 
bitter soever, work together for our 
good, we are disposed to glorify God 
amidst all the dispensations of his 
Wat Providence, © EE or 7 1 
Heaven 1s at all times open to our 
complaints and supplications; and 
the throne of God, which is a throne 
of grace, is easy of access, to the 
breathings and desires of the penitent 
believing soul. | 
Are we loaded with a sense of 
guilt? See the blood of 7e/us! the 
security and seal of our pardon. Are 


ve humbled under a sense of our 
* F 8 » 0 ; | | 


Christ, with purpose of heart; and 


unworthiness? Hear the voice of 
divine grace, „ us the 
children of God! a dignity far su- 
perior to all the honours en vain 
and-wancitory stateee . 
Look into the scripture; view 
the unsearchable riches of Christ! 
behold the love of our God and Re- 
deemer! of his own gracious will, 
and meer good pleasure, he has be- 
gotten us; he is become our father; 
he has 7 us freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in 
Chriſt Fefus; he had conferred upon 
us the honour of his children; he 
has made us welcome to all the bles- 
sings of his covenant, and to all the 
lories of his kingdom: -- nr 
_ Fearful and dejected soul! look 
into the glorious gospel, and see thy 


God shining in all the beams of free 


and heavenly ' grace. Be of good 
comfort: thy sins are forgiven; the 
interest in the covenant is sure; the 
God and father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ is thy God and father; and 
thou art welcome to all the treasures 
of his mercy and goodness. Only 
rejoice in his grace and live agree- 


ably to it in all faith, purity, love 


and goodness. | ; BN | 
Are you afraid your own weak- 
ness and surrounding temptations 


should draw your regard from God, 


85 your mind, and cause you to 
all short of salvation? Fear not thou 
worm Jacob; for I am with thee; 


be not dismayed; for I am thy God; 


I will firengthen thee ; yea, I will 
upnhotd thee with the right hand of my 


righteouſneſs, or ſalvation. 


Only cleave-unto God by faith in 


he 


* 


fort and refreshment. we 
Thus we see the mas 4 contain, 


= 


he who has begun a good work, wall 
cebörtainly perfect it unto the day of 
Christ. Vou shall be more than 
conquerors through him that hath 
loved us. ae any] 
Doth the world frown, and pour 
its sorrows into your breast? look 
to the heavenly world, the glory 
that shall be revealed in the Saints. 
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That is your home and country; 


and if you regard it as such, you will 


rejoice in the hope of the glory of 
God, and be raised far above the 

cares and fears of this low and tran- 
MON inn bpcopare 
Such strong consolations the holy 
scriptures supply, and therefore their 


* 


author is undoubtedly the God of 


all consolations; for no wisdom of 
man could ever possibly have opened 


to us such a fountain of joy, com- 


beyond all dispute, the best princi- 


ples of knowledge, of holiness and 
comfort. 


It is no less evident that they de- 


liver the best precepts for directing 
all our actions, which may be re- 
duced to three heads; our duty to 
God, to our neighbour, and to our- 
selves. e Sa BER Tek 
WMe are taught to worship God 

with-a sincere admiration of his:glo- 
ry and perfections, with profound 


reverence of his greatness, with 


humble adoration of his sovereignty, 


with the highest love and esteem for 
his excellency and amiableness, with 


joy and gratitude for his goodness, 


and with a heart truly devoted to his 


— 
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honour, and determined for his obe- 


dience. 


Jo our neighbour, we are directed 
to perform not only justice, truth 


and equity, but also unfeigned cha- 8 


rity, the most extensive kindness and 
. d ĩ · oo 
Io ourselves, we owe self. preser- 
vation and self- government; and the 
scriptures admonish us to take the 

wisest care of our being, by cultivat- 
ing and guarding our minds, and by 
mortifying all inordinate affections 
ae ñ 

In short, all that our reason can 


find in the law or religion of nature, 


is without the least omission, tran- 
scribed into revelation, and moreo- 
ver, the wisdom of God has not only _ 
perfected and supplied our deficien- - 

cies, but hath discovered to us the 


riches of goodness, knowledge and 


power, infinitely beyond what our 
natural faculties could ever have at- 
ne ,t pol Was anos 
Thus we are furnished both with 
the most perfect rules of obedience, 
and also with the most powerful mo- 
tives to the observance of them. 
This, as already observed, it is fur- 
ther evident, that the sacred writings 
of the Old and New Testament, are 
a storehouse of the most sacred and 
useful knowledge admirably adapted 
to the improvement of our minds in 
faith and holiness, beyond all compe- 
tition and objection. anal 

But as those only can object against 
them, who never read them, or ne- 
ver with serious minds; for you would 
know what the scriptures are, if you 
would know whether they are of 
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bis trust in God; 
have mentioned his thirst, but from 
a regard to divine revelation, and its 


= God, read etl study bew, medi- 
tate upon 


+ Jency and divine original. 


Such being the intrinsic excellency 


ol the Scriptures, has centered into 
our Lord's thoughts, and was the 


objett of his care in his last mo- 


8 ments, even amidst the pains and 
agonies of death, Its being the sub- 
of his thoughts at a time, when 


A 
je thoughts turned upon nothing 
but wha? were infinitely momentous; - 


his being concerned upon the cross, 


that no point of scripture should 


want its full evidence or establish. 
ment, is a demonstration of the 


seripture. 
Under all his breckding Aer 
which must be exceeding]y bitter, he 


never dropped the least expression of 
the sorrow and an uish he felt, but 
enduted it with silence of the most 


perfect meekness and patience. 


We must therefore conclude, he 


would not have opened his mouth to 
_ .signify his grievous distress, when 


on the cross, | 


not been for the sake of expressing 


accomplishment. 


Our Lord has all fob; fries first 


to last, shewn the hi . respect to 
the word of God. 


ness. 
He always, in the course of his 


winken, 19 to it as the stan- 


—_— them, and you cannot fail 
of being convinced of their excel. 


eat 
vorth and auperior er of ; 


My God! My Cod,“ 
Why haſt 1 me /] had it 
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| dard of religious truth, ung 


nor would he % 


legions of Angels. 


1 
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will of God, and explaining his dis- 
pensations: he declares he came not 
to destroy so mueh as one tittle of the 
law or the Prophets, but to com- 
plete, vindicare, or illustrate them: 
assuring us, that their original was 
divine, their honour shalf be per- 


; petual, and that, tu Heaven and 


earth paſs away, and the whole 
frame of nature be dissolved, not one 


jo ſtall paſs, or perish from the lau 


of 1 till-all be fulfilled. + 

_ Our blessed Lord diretts _ — — - 
to search the seriptures, as doc- 
trines of eternal life were dee 
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in them, and as they testiſied of him. 


As his sufferings drew nearer, he 
frequently takes notice of the fulfil- - 
ment of the seriptures in the several 
steps and events which led to them. 


Matt. xxvi. 34. All ye mall be en- 


ded becauſe of me this might 5'ifor it 
ts written, I wilt ſmite the ſhepherd, 
and "the ſheep" 7, the flock hall be 
ſcattered abroad; and again, in the 
53d and zath verses of the same 
chapter, Ninteſi thou that I cannot 
now pray to my Father,” and lie 722 
preſently give me more than twelve 
"But how then 
all the "ſcripture be ee that 
thus it muſt bes 

Thus we find, that the ccriptare” 
might be fulfilled in his sufferings, 


he would not suffer his Disciples to 


rescue him out of the hands of ogg 


ith this sword who came to seize him. 


dic he combat and conquer Satan, 
When tempted by him i in the wilder- 


1 


When upon the cross, he is not 
diverted” from the same important 


purpose, though in the midst of the 
most exquisite torments, and labour- 
1 ing under a violent drought. | 


Bara 
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RNegard to the scripture prevailed 


in his mind, more than the sense of 
the greatest pain and anguish; and 
not relieve his thirst, but that the 
ſeripture might be fulfilled, he eried 
an g 9mſ ⁊ĩðV2z er its 
Thus our crucified Lord has set 
the seal of his blood to the divine 
authority, excellency and certainty 
of the holy scriptures. He came in- 
to the world; he laid down his life 
to accomplish what was fore-ordain- 
ed, and foretold in the scriptures. 
Now this evidently implies, that 
our Lord knew, and was persuaded, 
that the scriptures are of divine ori- 
ginal, are the word of God, and do 
declare to us the mind and will of 
God; consequently they contain dis- 
coveries and instructions of the high- 
est and most excellent nature; and 
that all things they predict; must, 
and most certainly will, be accom- 
It seems at first view but an in- 
considerable circumstance, that the 
scriptures intimate, they would give 
the Mefftah, in his thirst, vinegar 
to drink. This seems to be a fact 
of no great moment; nor do ve 
 _ know that it stood in connection with 
any thing of consequence, and yet 
our Lord would not overlook it; he 
took care should be punctually ful. 
filled. FFT 
Ho much more then may we per- 
suade ourselves, that the great pro- 
mises, and all the predictions relating 
to matters of vast importance, shall 
be accomplished ? - ö 
The apparent insignificancy of vi- 
negar, being offered to Christ on the 


: 
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| gument, If a point, seemingly so 
minute, was carefully attended to, 
and punctually discharged, when the 
redeemer was in extremity of pain 
and torture, how much more, now 
that he is entered into his joy, now 
that he is possessed of the highest fe- 
licity and glory; now that he is in- 
vested with the most extensive power 
and dominion? how much more 
will he now make good all that is 
declared by the ancient Prophets in 
the Old Testament; and all that he 
himself hath foretold and promised 
in the New, relating to the things 
of infinite moment? exceeding great 
and precious promises are given us 
of the divine presence, blessing and 
protection, through this world, which 
every upright man may be assured 
will be made good. 
How many glorious predictions 
have our Lord and his Apostles deli- 


* * 
- i 


| vered concerning the world that is to 


come ?---that he will raiſe us up again 


tainly be raised out of our graves, 
and restored to a life quite different 
from the present -t at he uli come 
in great glory to fudge the world; 
and most assuredly he will so con 
and we shall every one of us 3 | 
before his tribunal, to give an ac- 
count of ourseives;®: 5: 77k 
To his faithful servants he hath 
hromiſed eternal liſe; and to all such, 
most surely, he will give eternal life. 
G It e gte - 1 
aſting deſtruction from the preſence 
* the Cord. will be the Arendt 
lot of the impenitently wicked; and 
doubtless everlasting destruction will 


eross, adds great force to the ar- 


be the lot of such. 8 
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at the laſt day; and we shall cer. 


pe James the sons of Zebe 


that this will 


most solid 
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Most clearly hath he made known | denial of Christ, a crime g 
his everlasting kingdom of glory, 
_ where his sincere followers-shall par- 
take of his glory and felicity, and 
_ we” may firmly believe and hope, 
2 our happy condi- 
tion, if we make it our present care 
tio be his sincere followers. 
TDhus has our beneficent Redeemer. 
_ afforded us in his last moments; a | 
| round of hope towards | 
__ God; and directed us absolutely to 
depend upon all that the scriptures 
reveal concerning our salvation. 
But let us consider the stile and 
manner of the sacred writings, from 
Which may like wise be derived ano- 
ther argument in proof of their di- 
vine authority. There is a peculiar. 
majesty as well as genuine simplicity 
discernable in the productions of the 
inspired penman, nay, so 1mpartial 
are they, that they hide not their 
own failings; nor those of any con- 
_- * cerning whom they write: thus 
_ - Moſes recorded not only Noahs drun- 
Kkenness, and Lot's incest, but his 
dn trash anger and unbelief; thus 
© David registered in the 5215t psalm, 
his own murder and adultery: Je- 
rvemiuli relates his own unbecoming 
fears, discontent and murmurings, 
c ig 9 6; 
The writers of the 
ment conceal not the infirmities and 
defects, nor even the gross miscar- 
riages of themselves and their breth- 
meg as their pusillanimous desertion 
o heir blessed Lord and Master at 


his passion; the unbelief of Tho- 


mt, the ambition of John and 


dee, and Peter 
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's 


> * * l 


os. ie. 


EW 


82 ROETILS 


, 


a _— 
* 75 5 — 
— 5 8 = d wh: 6 Wy 4 1 Eo 
— 28 8 * * 29 8 
5 . 7 : #2x x ” # 7 
. £2.54 > { G # 3 8-468 23h #: 14% I * 


reatly ag- 
gravated by perjury, xx 


From the free, open, and circum- 


tures treat on different subjects, it is 
evident they are not the writings of 

men, and clear beyond a demonstra- 
tion, that no wordly and sinister de- 
sign is carried on in them, but that 
their sole end and view are the glory 
of God and the salvation of man- 


sincerity of the sacred penmen is an 
-irrefragable argument of the truth of 


their writings. 


The majesty and simplicity which 

run through the scriptures call like- 
wise for our attention and regard. 

An ancient father thus speaks of the 

stile and subjects of the Bible, The 
language of divine wiſdom in the 
ſeriptures is plain, but the ſenſe is 
ſublime and heaventy: whereas on the 
contrary, the language of Heathen 
writers is loſty and bombaſt, but the 
ſubjects mean and unintelligible. The 

8 Boyle, treating on this subject, 
declares, that it fits not the majeſty of 
God, whoſe book this is | meaning the 

Bible] to obferve the human laws of 
method, and niceneſs of art ; inſpired 
writings muſt not be like thoſe of 
men. Their singular grace is, that 


New Testa- | they are not artificial and studied; 


but simple, plain, and easy, as an ar- 
. tificial method is below the majesty 


of the Spirit that dictated them, and 


would greatly detract from their in- 
trinsic worth and merit. 
The oftener we look into the sa- 
cred volume, the more we shall be 


convinced that the pens of the wri- 
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- Stantial manner, in which the scrip- 


kind; in short, the impartiality and _ 
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declare, that the Hebrew text was 


ters were wholly guided and directed | ws 
' not1nspfred, and that even as to the. 


by a divine hand; for on a; minute 


* 


observation of any of the books ei- 


ther doctrinal or historical, it will ap- 
pear that the mode of expression is in 


Greek translation is, that they found 


phrase and words; all therefore that hn 
we can gather from their using the: + 


it convenient at that time (for rea- 
sons which will be assigned hereafter} _ 
to quote some places as they axe ren- 


7 


a great measure peculiar to itself. 

Too these remarks may be added, 
that it is the firm belief and opinion 

of many learned and pious men, that | dered by those translators, and not 

. the very words and phrases of scrip- exactly according to the original 

ture were dictated by the divine Spi-“ But all this doth not necessariſy 

rit, and under the particular guid- imply, much less prove, that the 


dance and direction of the Holy | penmen of the Old Testament were 


* * 3 
* 


// ˙o in nb I not assisted by the Spirit, in the very 
But there are some divines of a | words which they use. 
contrary opinion, who positively as- | The contrary opinion is grounded 

sert, that the stile and language of on a very good reason; for the sacred 

scripture were not dictated by the | writings, being of a more excellent 

Holy Ghost, but the matter only. nature, than all others in the world, 

Among other arguments to prove, | it was meet that they should be cha 

that the words were not dittated-by'] ratterized by the peculiarity of their _ . a 


stile. „ . 
Those who will not grant this, ac 
knowledge that their writings, in 
one respect at least, and that no in- 
considerable one, are no better tan 
cited the passages in the original the writings of other men, which | 
phrases, if these had been from di- | cannot but be deemed a great dispa- 
vine inspiration, it is evident they are ragement of the holy Bible 
not so, because the Apostles use Christ promised his Disciples, that 
__ © words and terms very different from-| when they should be brought before 
those in the Hebrew. I | governors and kings for his sake, it © 
In answer to this we beg leave to | /hould be given them, what they ſhould. 
observe, that though the Apostles | ſpeak: (for as he adds) it 25 not they 
| thought fit. to make use of the Sep- that jeak, but the Spirit of the Fa. 
_ tuagint version, which is but a pa- | ther that fpeaketh in them, Matt. x. 
raphrase in many places on the ori. 


; 19, 20; And is it not most reason- 

ginal text; yet it by no means fol- able to think, that the same Spirit 

| Jows. from hence, that the very words taught the writers. of the Old and 
of the original were not dittated by | 


the Spirit, they argue, that Christ 
and his Apostles quote places from 
the Old Testament, as they are tran- 
slated in the Septuagint; and infer 
from thence, that as they would have 


New Testament, what they ſhould 


the Holy Ghee. 7 eak, and commit to writing, and 
Neither our blessed Lord, nor the | furnished them with words to that 
E vangelists and Apostles do hereby purpose? n 
ks 


The propriety of this opinion will 
appear, if it is considered, that this 
was a book intended to last through- 
out all generations in the church; 


5 of designed for the use of the faithful, 


and for the confutation of the adver-- 
_ 8aries to the end of the world, and 
that being to be produced upon all 
occagtons, it was necessary that it 
should be of an extraordinary com- 
potion: and that every word should 
be expressly from the direction of che 
holy Spirit of God. a 


St. Peter assures us, that the wri- . 


ters of the Old Testament aße as 
5 they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, 
1 Pet. i. 21. That speaking, Ind con- 
sequently their writing (because they 
must necessarily correspond) was by 
the special influence of the infallible 
Spirit; therefore their very words 
were diftated and directed Dy! the 
Same Spirit. 
Ihhe great Apostles of hs Sende 
dieclares indefinitively and absolutely, 
without the least degree of restriction 
that all ſeripture is given by inſbira- 
lion of 8275 now. if all e be 
by divine inspiration; it follows that 
the very words of it are, for the 
words are certainly an essential part 
and branch of it; therefore 11 we 


grant that the Watte is by 1 inspira- 


| tion, we must necessarily grant like- 
wise, that the parts of it are; for the 

Parts constitute the whole. 
Hence we may be exempted from 
8 in asserting, that every 
rd in the sacred scripture is indi- 


ix "DA by. the Spirit of God, and that 


there is nothing wanting, nothing 
superfluous in the TOY wort Ar 
e. | 05 Z 


* 


rit, that they | 
use their own natural understanding, | 
or acquired knowledge. 
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But further, chan the whole of our 
PE nah in treating upon this subject 


may be understood, we observe, that 
by what has already been Said, we 


would not intimate, that the sacred 


penmen were $0 tied up by the Spi- 
could not, or did not 


Though the words be dictated by = 


| the Spirit, the penmen might write 
according to the improvements they 
had made in speech. We do not, 


by what we have said, exclude the 


peculiar elegance and strain of the 
writers, or 


heir availing themselves 
of the advantages of their education, 

or their bebe 80 e to the en of 
their country. 


Jai ahi, being a courtier, and a 


person of rank, has a neat and 5 
gant stile, but yet varies the 


according to the subject; but in the 


general he is lofty and elegant, his 


stile being raised by his education, 
which was suitable to his noble ex 


traction, for he was of the blood 


royal. ä 
"Jeremiah, and * being . 10 5 


the country, are plain and comely 
in their language: the latter espe- 
cially discovers his condition and 


rank in life in me simple, rural 


strain. 


In like 3 in the New 3 


ment, St. Luke, who had improved 
himself by art and study, is very | 
particular in preserving the Greek 


ele ance, and avoiding all improper 

and exotic terms, both in the gos- 
pel and his history of the acts of * N 

3 Ds 

Indeed the stile ol the nacred- 4 pen- 

1 8 5 men 
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men is very different, and that dif- 


ference is an excellency in this book 


of God: and upon the whole we 
conclude, that the stile, words, and 


eomposition of the sacred writings, 
are such as ought to be reckoned | 


divine; for the Bible has this peculia- 


rity, above all other books, that every 
thing appertaining to it is divine. 


e 


On the external Teſtimony. of Scrip- 
. tures, as founded on Tradition, 


and the Confirmation of Enemies 


and Strangers, with Anſwers to 
divers Objections. | 


\ N F E have already taken notice 


of the testimony given by 


God to the sacred scriptures, in the 
wonderful preservation of them thro! 
all ages, since they were first writ- 
ten. 5 5 


We have likewise observed the 


* 


tings, which have prevailed against 


the power of men and devils,” and 
to this very day are maintained and 


upheld, notwithstanding the  at- 


tempts of both to root them out of 
the world; eternal testimony shall 
therefore. be the subject of our pre- 


. ", 


sent enquiry. _ 


By external teſtimony we mean no 


other than this; that scripture is at- 
tested by universal tradition; and 


this tradition is both of Jews. and 


Christians. From the joint attesta- 


tions of these witnesses, we shall en- 


deavour to render it evident, that 


£ 


a 


marvellous success which attended 
the doctrines contained in these wri- 
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these books, which we now have, 
are the true copies of the originals ; 
that the same books and authors are 


faithfully delivered dovn to us, which 
were first of all delivered to the Jews, 
and to the primitive Christians; and 
that there is nothing in these writ- 
ings, as we now have them, that is 
- falsified or corrupte. | 
With respect to the books of the 
Old Testament, we are acquainted: 
by the ancient ehurch of the Jews,. 


whose testimony. is very authentic, 


that these were the only writings- 
that were universally agreed by them 
to be supernaturally inspired. And 


they further inform us, that these 


books which were written by differ--: 


ent persons were first compiled and 


collected into one body, or volume, 
by Ezra, and the assemblies of doc- 


pose, and 


tors, convened for that 


consequently that the canon of sa- 


cred scriptures of the Old and New 


J Testament (as it is at this time) was: 


not constituted till Ezra's days by 
the Great Synagogue. | 
Upon his return from the Baby- 


| lonish captivity, he undertook this 


good. work ; he gathered together 
all those dispersed books, which ha- 


ving reviewed, he publicly owned, 


and solemnly vouched the authority 
of every one of them, that the churc 


for the future might not doubt of 


their being authentic and true. 

After he had caused the books to 
be fairly transcribed, he arranged 
them in that order in which they are 
now placed; so that he may be deem · 


ed the composer of the Old Testa · 
ment into the model in which we 


Most 


now behold it. 


793. 
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Most of the learned Jews assert, 


that from his revising the books, arose 
what they call the Keri and the 


disagreed, or where two readings 


Varte Lectiones, or various readings, 


the one was put into the margin, and 
called Ker:, the other in the text, | 
and called Chetith. fe is 

This was one way to keep the Bi- 
ble entire and uncorrupted : and by 
the favour. of divine Providence, it 
has been translated so to us; so that 


Ve may from hence be assured that 


we have in our hands the same He- 
brew text, which was at first 
by God to his people. 
But some have averred, 
old Testament was burnt at the same 
time that the temple was; and that 


given 


Era, aſter the captivity, dictated 


and wrote it over again; that though 


at present. , 


there was some recovery of the law, 
yet the original book being lost, it 


cannot but be imagined there are 1 


many errors in that which we have 


To this answer; either the pas- 


sage in 2 Eſdras xiv. 21, 23, 24, on 


which that affirmation is grounded, 


speaks of some other book distinct 
from that of the Mosaic law, or 


is to be reckoned as fabulous and sup- 


positious; and so no credit is to be 
given to it: for in Nehemiah vii. 2. 


3. there is mention of the book of the 
law being brought before the con- 


gregation and its being read before 


the men and women; but not a syl- 
lable of the circumstance mentioned 


in E/dras is here to be found. Nay, 
it is implied, that the book of the 


Op | 


thitihe. 


_ Chetih; that is, where the copies 


Were probable? they were made 


| rupred. _ 
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| law was still the same; for there is 


à particular account of what the 
»Chaldeans destroyed and burnt, and 
carried away, at the taking of Jeru- 
Salem ; but there is not a word re- 
lative to these holy books, which 
would most certainly have been ta- 
ken notice of, being of such inesti- 
mable value. „„ 

Moreover, if we should suppose 


the jaw was burnt in the temple, 
yet there were many copies of it 
among the Jews, which without doubt 


were preserved; we have no reason 

therefore to suspect that the Hebrew 

original of the Old Testement is cor- 
„ 


Some indeed of the ancient fathers 
as well as some learned men of later 
date, have asserted that the Hebrew 


is corrupted ; but Jerom and angus 
| . 


1 ” 


_—_—— 
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-8criptures the rule of their faith 


line removed that suspicion, by 


claring that the Jews had never 


-adulterated the Hebrew text, and 


praising them for their faithfulness 
in preserving the Bible pure and un- 
corrupt. . 

As to some of the moderns, who 
have asserted that the Hebrew copies 


are erroneous, their motives are ver 


easily discernable. The papists af- 


firm the Hebrew text is corrupted, 
and also that of the Septuagint ; se- 


veral of that faith have written 
against the purity of the Hebrew co- 


pies, and laboured to prove them 


corrupt. . 5 + NG 
One ( Morinus) hath shewn him- 


self more zealous than the rest in 
this point, and he frankly confesseth, 
that his main design in it was, to 
baffle the protestants, who make the 


and 


5 
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and manners. He reasons in this 
manner; if the originals of the Bi- 
ble be lost, and the transcripts de- 
fective and erroneous, how can the 
Bible be a certain rule? What will 
become then of the religion of the 
Protestants, who found it solely on 


scripture; This being uncertain that 


of consequence must be the same; 
wherefore the best and only way is, 
to have recourse to tradition, and to 


the church; these are the only rules 
by which we are to regulate our faith 


and practice. 


This is evidently the aim and de- 
sign of the Romish writers, who en- 
deavour to invalidate. the Hebrew 
text, but most of the learned of that 


church have not prosecuted this me- 
thod, as it is well-known they have 
generally held the Hebrew text to be 
uncorrupted; and the same is de- 
fended by the greatest part of learned 
Protestants, who have treated on this 
subject. 


Voffus is the only writer of emi- | 


nence, who asserts that the Hebrew 


Bible, as it now is, is corrupted by 


the Jews. But in reply to him and 
all others, ancient and modern, who 
maintain this opinion, we offer the 
following considerations. 

If the Jews corrupted the Hebrew 


text, they did it either before or after 


the time of Christ; that they did it 
not before, is evident, because our 


blessed Lord never mentions anysuch 


corruption, which he certainly would 


not have omitted, at such times as 
he reproved the Scribes and Pharisees 


for their known faults and offences, 
especially those which related to the 


| Jaw; as for instance, when he charged | 


© HOLY BIBLE. i 705 
them with making the law of God of 


none effect by their traditions.” Cer- 


tainly he would have rebuked them 


for so gross a fault, when he correct- 
ed them for some, Which were less as 


trocious and pernicious in their nature 


and tendency. Nay, the Jews are not 
only not reproved for corrupting the 
canon of scripture, but on the con- 


trary their care and faithfulness in 


preserving it whole and entire are 


particularly mentioned, Luke iv. 16, 


17. Acts xiii. 17, and xv, 21. and 
commended Rom. iii. 2. Besides, 
Christ sends his auditors to the Old 
Testament to read and ſearch it, 
John v. 39. Whereas if they had 
corrupted it, he would beyond all 


doubt, have cautioned them against 
It . 


Further, Christ and his Apostles 
constantly proved their doctrine, and 
confuted the Jews out of those ver 
writings; which is an infallible ar- 
gument, that in the time of our Sa- 
viour those books were not corrupt- 
ed; otherwise he and the Apostles 


would not have so frequently quoted 
them, and used the testimony of al- 


most every particular book as authen- 
tic, and of divine inspiration. 
That the Hebrew text was not 
corrupted after the time of our Sa- 
viour is manifest, because the testi- 
monies cited out of the Old Testa- 
ment, by those that succeeded Christ 
and his Apostles, are found to the 
same in those writings now without 
the least variance. 3275 85 
Nor can it be shewed at what time 
after Christ, the alteration or cor- 
ruption of the text began; though 
some have presumptuously affirmed, 
8 R | it 
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70 
it was presently after the destruction 
of eee which has not yet been 
Parther, af we observe those pas- 
sages in the Hebrew text, which 
some alledge are corrupted by the 
Jews, we shall find there was no 
ground, cause, or occasion for any 
such corruption. If they changed 
the text, it was doubtless for their 
own ends, and to maintain some 
error, which they had broached; in 

this case, the alteration would have 
been in those places, especially which 


Speak of Christ the true Messiah, but 
we cannot discover any such alter- 


ation. 


relates to the 


conclude that the Old Testament re- 


mains altogether unaltered and un- 
corrupted: © 1s 


We might on this occasion again 
observe, that there were multitudes 


of copies dispersed every where, both 
before and after the time of our Sa- 


viour, so that it was impossible to cor- 


rupt them all. Upon the whole then 


we conclude,' that the Bible is pure 


and uncorrupt, and after all the dis- 


putes about the various readings, it 
is undeniable, that their is no differ- 


ence in the Hebrew copies, as to any 
thing considerable and of moment; 


it affects not any necessary point of 
religion, which we are bound to be- 


lieve or practicſe. 
In the several copies, the same 


historical facts are related, the same 
miracles recorded, the same peophe- 
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| the many texts which are 
said to be changed and corrupted, 
their is scarcely one to be found, that 
rings and death of 
the blessed jesus; whence we may 


cies and predictions enumerated, the 
same doctrines and precepts incul- 
cated, and that without any varia- 
tion. So that we are certain of the 
validity of the Hebrew text is the same 
not withstanding what has been sug- 
gested to the contrary, we are assured 
that we have the authentic copies of 
the original writing. In a word, 
we are confirmed in our judgment, 
that the Hebrew text is the same, 
that it was and is still in its original 
it 7. CES 
3 observed thus much con- 
cerning the sacred canon of the Old 
Testament, we shall now endeavour 
to prove, that the authority of the 
New Testament is equally confirmed 
by eternal teſtimontes, or tradition. 
We have the authentic suffrage of 
the primitive church, and the una- 
nimous consent of the christians of 


the first ages, that this book is of 


| divine inspiration, and that it is pure 
and uncorrupted. 8 0 a 
Some of the fathers and first wri- 
ters give us a catalogue of the books 
of the New Testament, and they are 
the very same with those which we 
| have at this day. Athanasius par- 
ticularly, enumerating those books, 
sets down all those which we now 
embrace as canonical, and no others. 
Many of the fathers of the first 
ages after Christ, as [reng&us, Juſtin, 
Martyr, Clemens, Alexandrinus, Ori- 
gen, Tertullian, Ec. quote the places 
in the New Testament, as they now 
stand upon record. 5 
If it be objected, that in the fa- 
thers, ſometime, the text of scripture 
is not exactly what we find it, and 
read it at this day; it must be re- 
To: membered 


2 


„ NE 4 


—— — 


INES 


: | Book XII. 


membered that they sometimes quot- 
ed the meaning, and not the very 


and thence they changed them into 
others; and instead of those in the 


text, used some that were like them. 


So when they were in haste, and not 
at leisure to consult the text, they 
used such words and expressions 
as they thought came nearest to it. 


Sometimes they contract the words 


of the text, and give only the brief 
sense of it. At other times they 
enlarge it, and present us with a 
comment upon it. Sometimes (as 
they see occasion, and as their sub- 
ject leads them to it) they trans pose 
the words, and even the parts of the 
F : 1 
But no persons should hence infer, 
that the scriptures of the New Tes- 
tament then and now are not the very 
same. With respect to the number 
of the sacred writers and their books, 
it has always been the same; that is, 
the same catalogue and canon have 
been generally acknowledged and re- 
ceived by the Christian church. 
It is true indeed, some particular 
books have been questioned, but by 
a few only, and that only for time: 
but the church was at length fully 
satisfied concerning them; and the 
nerality of Christians agreed to own 
all those books which are now owned 
TENT CORDS | 
All the Eastern churches held the 
epistle to the Hebrews to be canoni- 
cal, though the Latins, it is granted, 
were not so unanimous. This epis- 
tle, and that of St. James, the se- 
cond epistle of St. Peter, and the 
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At other times; their me- 
mories failed them, as to the words, 


| 
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Apocalypſe or Revelation, were ques- 


tioned in the first century, accord- 


ing to the account of Euſebius, but 
he acquaints us withal, that they 
were afterwards, by general consent, 


recetved into the canons of holy 


Scripture, for the doubts were re- 
solved upon mature deliberation ; so 
that the very question of those books 
15 now /a confirmation of their truth 


and authority: they were once sub- 


jets of doubt, that for the future 


able. With respect to the rest of the 


books of the New Testament, they 


were never doubted of at all, but 
have the approbation of the whole 


church. | 


That the New Testament was first 
written in Greek, as we now receive 


it, is attested by the universal con- 
sent of the ancients, who made en- 


quiry into these things. Only two 


books are excepted by some; for 
though many of the learned moderns 
maintain that St, Matthew's gospel 


was written originally in Greek, yet 


it cannot be denied, that some of the 


fathers hold it was first written in 


Hebrew for the sake of the beliey- 


ing Jews. | 


Ik we credit St. Jerome, the origi- | 


nal Hebrew was extant in his time, 


and he translated the gospel into La- 


tin from that copy. Who translated 


it into Greek, cannot be ascertained; 
but it was either St. Matthew, him- 


self, or some apostolical person in- 
spired by the Holy Ghost; so that 


the Greek version in our hands, is 
from the same 3 and of the 


same authority with the others. 


The fathers likewise are nn 
0 


they 1 be rendered unquestion- 
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of opinion, that St. Paul wrote the 
epistle to the Hebrews, in their own 
tongue; and that St. Luke, or St. 


Clement, translated it into Greek. 
The contrary is held by some of 
more modern date, both of the Ro- 


man and reformed religion; but 
excepting these two books, it is uni- 


versally agreed, that the whole New 
Testament was written in Greek ; 


and one reason might be, because so 


great a number of Jews lived among 


the Greeks, and used their tongue; 


and therefore this part of the Bible 
was properly written in Greek, as 
the other was long before translated 


into that tongue for the use of the 


Jews. For the sake of these dis- 


2 among the Centiles, or accord- 


ing to the original, the diſperſion 
35 the Greeks, John vii. 35.) who un- 
erstood and spoke the Greek lan- 


age, the New Testament was put 
orth in that tongue. Moreover, 


this was the more generally received 


language at that time, and there- | might well write in the same tongue, 


fore the most proper for the Dan, | 


gation of the gospel. 


This is a very good argument: | 


for though we do not think that the 
- Jews at Jerusalem spake no other than 


the Greek tongue among themselves 
as some confidently assert; yet it is 


certain, that the Greek tongue was 
universally understood, and was with 


the Latins the language of the em- 
| Greek copies which we have now in 


use are true and authentic, though 


* and consequently most proper 
or communicating the Christian re- 
ligion to the world. 

Tully informs us, chat in all the 


Roman: pers; Greek was com- 


* 1 1 £ 
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all understood- it. 


native tongue, 


APPENDIX. To THE 


monly understood: it is no wonder 
therefore that the New Testament 


was in that tongue, and that St. 
Faul writes not only to the Galatians, 


but to the Romans in Greek, for they 
It was the lan- 
guage of the polite at Rome, as the 
French is now with us; their very 
women affected to learn and speak 
Greek, for which they are jeered by 
a celebrated satirist. 

In short, all the Eastern people 
spoke Greek, more or less, from the 
time that Alexander the Great, and 
his commanders, spread their domi- 


nions in the East. 


The Syrians, 3 eee 


| pp: people of the lesser Asia, were 


persed Jews (therefore called the di 


acquainted with that language. The 
Jews of any considerable quality un- 
derstood Greek, as well as their own 
tongue; whenee Jeſephus, a. Jew- 
ish priest (or of the priestly stock) 
wrote his book in the fashionable 


WHEUogE.. 


The . and Apostles then 


it being so extensive, and generally 
understood. It is especially on ano- 
ther account no vonder, that St. 
Paul wrote in Greek, for it was his 
being of Tarsus, 
which was a city of Greece. We 
may then very justly look on the 
Greek language, as the original text 
of the New Testament. 

It is generally agreed that 9 


in some things they differ, and none 


are observed to oppose them. but 


tore who do 1 It from some motive of 
. interest 


Book. XII. 


interest and design; that is, to main- 
tain some peculiar opinion, or in- 
dulge some particular prejudice. 
The variety of reading should 
not prejudice us, much less ought we 
to alter the reading of the copies, 
to one; and we may observe with an 


excellent author, that © it is morally 


impossible, since the time of our 
“Saviour, and indeed for many 
hundred years before that, that the 
* $criptures (particularly of the Old 


Testament) should have been cor- 


* rupted : for the multitude of co- 
e ples was then such, hath been since 
© much more such, and so far dispers- 
* ed, that neither one man, nor one 
body of men, could ever get them 


and if some few or many copies 
had been corrupted, but not all, 
the pure number would have de- 
tected the corrupt.“ | 


Again, let it be considered, that 


all the ancient orthodox writers of 
the church cite those scriptures, as 
we now have them, in every thing 
essential, which together with di- 
vers reasons already assigned, may 
confirm our belief, that these books 
of the Old and New Testament were 
indeed written by those authors, un- 
der whose names they are now re- 


ceived; that these scriptures Which 


we now have, are the same which | 1 
on is that the books of the Old and 


New Testament have been faithfully 


the primitive church received from 
the Apostles; that the copies we 
have of the Bible, are not corrupt- 
ed; that God hath preserved the 
scriptures, both of the Old and 
New Testament from all considerable 
change and depravation (his Provi- 
dence not permitting any such thing) 


into their hands to corrupt them ; 
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that the canon of scripture which is 
now received, 1s the very same that 
it was at first, and which is the sum 


and substance of all, that the truth 


and authority of it are impregna- 
V | | 
Thus we have argued from tradi- 
tion and the testimony of the church 
in order to prove the authenticity 


and divine original of the seriptures, 


and if the argument be properly sup- 
oe it will appear to be valid; 
or the truth of the copies, and the 
authority of the canon, are not to 
be decided by scripture; but in the 
way that all controversies of that 
nature are handled. © | 

As you would prove any other 


book to be authentic, so you must 


prove the Bible to be, viz. by suffi- 


_ cient testimony. 


There 1s the same reason for be- 


lieving the sacred history that there 


is for believing any other historical 


wWritings that are extant ; nay, the 


2 


testimonies in behalf of the scrip- 


| tures, are more numerous than those 


that can be urged for any other 


- writings. 


Beside, all that can be said for the 


sacred volume in common with other 
writings, we have shewn that this. 


has some 
all others. 
The main point we have insisted 


peculiar evidences above 


conveyed to us, and that they are 
vouched by the constant and univer- 
sal tradition, both of the Jewish and 
Christian church; and that these 


books, and no-others, are of the ca- 


non of scripture ; for to be of the 
88 canon 


canon of scripture is no other than to . 


be owned by the universal church 
for writings divinely inspired. The 
church witnesses and confirms the 


authority of the canonical scriptures; 


for she received them as divine, and 
delivered them to us as such. 
But to prevent mistakes, we de- 


sire that it may be observed, we do 


not insinuate, that the scriptures de- 
rive their authority meerly from the 
testimony of the church. As a 
clerk in any court writes down and 


-_  testifies, that such an act, decree | 


or order, was passed by the king, 
magistrate or people, and witnesses 
that he hath faithfully kept these by 


him, and that they are the very same 


that at such time were passed by 


the aforesaid authority; yet the au- 
thority of this act, decree or order, 


rests not in the clerk, but wholly in 


the king, magistrate or people. So 
the church records and keeps the 
sacred writings of the Bible, and 


bear witness that they have been 


faithfully preserved, and that they are 
the genuine writings of those persons 
whose names are prefixed to them; 
but the divine authority of the scrip- 
tures depend not on the church, but 


on the books, and authors themselves, 


being divinely inspired. : 
Indeed the authority of the scrip- 


tures cannot depend on the church, 


because the church itself depends on 

the scriptures. These must be prov- 
ed before the church can be proved 
to be properly constitute. 


We cannot know the church but 
by the scriptures. Therefore the 


Scriptures must be known before the 


V7 5 4 


by the Evangelists. 


ed in them. 
this; that so great a number of per- 
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It follows then, that the papists 


are very unreasonable and absurd in 


making the ultimate resolution of 
faith to be in the testimony and au- 
thority of the church. This we, as 
protestants, disown as a palpable er- 
ror; but at the same time it is rea- 


sonable to hold, that the testimony of 
the church is one good argument 
and proof of the truth of the sacred 


scripture; according to that saying 
of St. Auguſtine, I ſhould not believe 
the Goſpel, if the authority of the 
church did not move me. Not that 
he founds the gospel or the doQrine 
of christianity, and the truth of it, 
on the testimony of the church, as. 


| the papists are wont to infer from 


these words, and frequently quote 


them to this purpose. The father's 
meaning is this; that by the tes- 
timony and consent of the church, 


he believed the book of the gospel, 


to be the very book that was written 


That this is the sense of the ex- 


pression is plain from the scope of it; 


for. he speaks there of the copies or 
writings, not the doctrine contain- 
He seems to rely on 


sons of knowledge and integrity as 


composed the church, asserted the 
| Evangelical writings to be the writ- 
ings of such as were really inspired 
| by the Holy Ghost: and that they 


were true and genuine, and not cor- 


rupted. | . Lo. | 

The whole body of seripture is at- 
tested by the same universal suffrage 
of the church, that is, the unani- 
mous consent of the Apostles, and 


of the first christians, and of those 
Oe that 


— 
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Succeeded them; 
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that immediate! 


several of which laid their lives down, 


to vindicate the truth of these wri- 
tings. 


This is the external teſlumony gi- 
It is the 


ven to the holy scriptures. 
general persuasion and attestation of 
the ancient church, that these are 
the scriptures of truth; that they 
were penned: by holy Prophets and 
Apost ee e directed by the 


Holy Spirit of God, who therefore 


could not err. | 
It was usual heretofore among the 
Pagan law-givers, to attribute their 


laws to some diety, though they 


were of their own invention, intend- 
ing thereby to conciliate reverence 
to them, and to commend them to 
the people. But there is no such 
cheat put upon us. God himself is 


really the author of the holy scrip- 


tures; these sacred laws come im- 
mediately from him; they are of 
divine inspiration. There is no doubt 
of the divinity of the seriptures, and 
consequently there is assurance of 
the bans of them.. 


As it may reasonably. be expected 


that we should treat of the Apochry- 


phal books, before we dismiss this 


subject, we shall endeavour to dis- 
euss the nature and use of them, 


especially as they are appointed to 


be read in the course of our liturgy. 


We find these books excluded from 
knovn tongue: The oracles of God 


were to be committed to his people 
in the authentic language, which is 
that of the 1 the Apocryphal 
writings not being such are rejected 

by them, and not taken into the ca- 


the canon of scripture, by those 


who must be deemed to have been 


the best judges, viz: the Jews, who 
were the great keepers of the scrip- 
tUres. hey never took these into 
the number of the books of holy 


Vrit, and that for these two reasons. 


in, - "oo 


— 
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First, Because they were not writ- 


ten by the Prophets. The Jews be- 
lieved that the spirit of prophecy 
ceased among them, as soon as Mala- 


chi ceased to prophecy. _ 


They acknowledged no divine in- 


spiration after his time, and accord- 


ingly received not the Apochryphal 
criplure, 
that is, books divinely. inspired. 
What was written after the time 
of Malachi, who was the last Prophet, 
was not canonical, was not of divine 


books into the canon of 


authority, and therefore is not em- 


phatically called /cripture, for as all 
Jcripture ts given by inſpiration, and 
 HoLy Mex: pole, as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt: © | 


Inspiration is the mark and crite- 


rion of scripture, consequently those 


writings which were not by inspira-- 


tion of God, nor from the immediate 
dictate of the Holy Ghost, are not 
to be accounted holy ſcriptures, and 
such are the Apochryphat writings, 


they were written after the cessation 
of prophecy and divine inspiration, 
and therefore are not of divine au- 


thority, and cannot be esteemed cano- 
nical ſcriptures, 
Secondly, the Jews received not: 


the Apocrypha into their canon, be- 
cause it was Written in Greek, not in 


Hebrew, as all their canonical books 


are; ſor they affirm that God would 


not give them scriptures in an un- 


non of sacred writ, . 
: As 
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As they were not received by the | books of it as they are now reckoned, 
Jewish church, neither are they by | and Cyril of Ferujalem hath these 
the christian: It is very remarkable express words: “ Read two and 
that Christ and his Apostles, who | twenty books, | that is, all the ca- 
frequently quote the canonical books, | © nonical ones] but have nothing to 
never quote any of the Apochryphal | © do with the Apocryphal ones. 
ones; which gives us to understand, Study and meditate only on these 
that they were not reputed as inspired | scriptures, which we confidently 
2 writings, otherwise it is most reason- | read in the church. The Apostles 
5 able to think, that our Saviour, or | © and first bishops were their guides, 
| the Evangelists and Apostles would | © and were more wise and religious 
at one time or other have cited some than thou art; and these were the 
one passage out of these books, it be- | men who delivered these scriptures 
ing evidently their great work to | © to us. Thou then being a son of 
prove the truth of what they deli- | the church, do not go beyond her 
vered from the holy scriptures, which | © bounds and order, but acknow- 
were inspired by God in former times. | © ledge and study only two and 
They embraced all occasions of | © twenty: books of the Old Testa- 
establishing christianity upon the | ment. 5 
writings. of the inspired Prophets, Other fathers of the church tes- 
1 who went before; therefore if the | tify that these books, and no others, 
 Apochryphal writings had been of the | of the Old Testament, which we re- 
number, they would certainly have | ceive now, were the canonical books 
been quoted by them; and because | of old, and received as such by the 
they are not, it is an argument that first christians. 8 
they are not inspired writings. Those eminent lights of the latin 
Again, the christian church which | church Rufinus, Jerom, and Hilary, 
immediately succeeded that which | disown as canonical, the books of 
was in the days of Christ and his | Apochrypha, the two latter are very 
Apostles, received not these writings | positive; Jerom expressly declares, 
as divinely inspired, and therefore | that the canonical books of the Old 
excluded them from the canon of | Testament are but two and twenty, 
Scripture. wb yo np 7 the exact number of the Hebrew 
Look in the writings of the ancient | alphabet; and he enumerates the 
fathers (Who doubtless made it their | particular books which constitute 
business to search into the canon 'of : 


5 


r 


3 


N 
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the whoſe. _ | 

Scripture, and to be satisfed which | Hilary likewise gives us the just 
were the books that were divinely in- catalogue of the books of the Old 
spired) and there you will see that | Testament, and peremptorily affirms 
those of the eastern church received 4 that there are but two and twenty 


| only the Jews canon of scripture "| canonical ones, which are the same 


OO 


the Old Testament. [ Vith the thirty nine, according to the 
Thus Origin recites the canonical | reckoning in our Bibles. 
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| There is another reason, besides 
the universal 3 of the Christian 
pocryphal books 


church, why the 


are ejected out of the canon; it is 


this, because some things are false 
and contrary to the canonical scrip- 
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to them, as containing many histori- 
cal facts, and furnishing us with 
matter of Jewish antiquity, as like- 
| wise because there are many doctrinal 


tures, as in Eccleſaſticus xlvi. 20. 


1 E/dras vi. 40. and some things are 
spect to them, rank them next to the 


holy canon, and prefer them to all 


vicious, as in Maccabees xiv. 42. 
After these observations, it is easy 
to ans wer what the Romanists alledge 


in support of the other side of the 


question. They 


quote the third 


council of Carthage, which they tell 
us received the Apocryphal books in- | which seems to be the reason why 


to the canon; among the fathers 


they affirm St. Auguſtin over them; 
besides that two popes, Innocent the 


first, and Gelaſtus took these books 
which we stile Apocryphal into the 


firmed to the contrary. 


book. | 


The popes bear great sway with 
our adversaries, but they are but two 


in number, and cannot be compared 


with those councils, and that multi- g 
portant points, but as they are not 


dictated by the Holy Ghost, as the 
other books of scripture, they are 


| tude of fathers who assert and main- 
tain our opinion. | 
Yet after all 


we esteem the Apocryphal writings : 


worthy of being read and perused. 
Though there are some things amiss 


in them, yet we pay much deference 
25 15 61 5 N i 
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that hath been said, | 
| not the infallible standard of divine 
doctrine, and therefore are not to be 
applied and made use of to that pur- 
thus have we endeavoured 
| | | to 


| 
; 
; 
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FOR 


and moral truths in them, especially 
in the books of Wi/dom and Ecclęſi- 
aſticus. FED 8 

For this cause we bear great re- 


prophane authors. They obtained 
this preference from the ancient fa- 
thers, who frequently mentioned 
them in their sermons and discourses, 


these Apocryphal books were made 
canonical by some of the church of 
Rome. | 8 


But all that can be inferred fron 
hence is, that these books were in 
their kind useful and profitable, as 


As for the council which they indeed they are; therefore St. Jerom 


alledge, it was but a provincial | 
one, and therefore cannot be set in 
competition with more authentic 
and general councils who have af. Concerning these writings, our 
Nor must 
one single father whom they quote, 
stand out against a great number of 
| ners, but yet doth not 


Greek and Latin fathers,” who con- 
cur in rejecting the Apocryphal | 


writes, the Church receives not theſe 
books into the canon of ſcripture, 


though ſhe allows them to be read. 


church well saith | quoting St. Jerom 
for it.] She doth read them for ex- 
ample of life, and inſtruction of man- 
apply them to 
eftabliſh any doctrine. ; 0h 
Now this affords us an exact no- 
tion of the nature of these books, 
which is, that they contain excellent 
rules of life, and are very useful to 
inform us of our duty in several im- 


pose: 


8 T 


to state the nature and use of the 
Apocryphal writings, according to 


our own judgment, and that of many 


learned and pious men, and appre- 
hend upon the whole that the im- 


partial reader will be convinced that 


these writings, - though good in er 
neral, want the confirmation of a 
divine original, and therefore ought 


not to be numbered among the books 


of canonical scripture. 


- But to return to our immediate 
purpose; let us consider what au- 


thority the sacred writings derive 

from the testimony of enemies and 

Strangers, pity of Pagans. 

It is a maxim in civil law, and 
adopted by all men of reason and 

reflection, that the testimony of an 

enemy is of all“ others most deci- 
sive. 


The Jewish and Christian church, 


as we have shewn already, give their 


_ testimony to the scriptures ; but be- 


sides these witnesses there are others, 
there is the attestation of foreigners 
and adversaries.. These fully testify 


* 1: 


the truth of what is delrvered in the 


Holy Bible, we have the approba- 


tion of Heathen writers to confirm 
many. of the things related in the 


Old Testament, and both professed 
Heathens and Jews attest sundry 


things of the New Testament, and 


vouch the truth and authority of the 


Same. 


We shall proceed distinetly, and 


begin with the Old, observing that 


in several particulars, even the Pa- 
gan world, gives testimony to this 
Sacred volume; that the Gentiles 
relate many circumstances therein 


APPENDIX TO THE 


— 


— 


fundamental principles, and equita- 
ble * which we read in the 
books of the Old Testament, are to 


be met with in prophane writers, but 
| evidently appear to 
sacred authors. 


be taken from the 
The Heathens borrowed many of 
their rites and ceremonies from tra- 
ditions which were formed in the 


holy scriptures. They derived many 
things respecting their religion and 


manners, from the sacred fountain, 
though it is certain they have most 
industriously laboured to pollute 
them: but we hope to render it ma- 
nifest that they borrowed them from 
thence, and to prove at the same 
time, that the principal subjects of 
the Old Testament have been at- 
tested both by the fabulous and seri- 
ous history of the Pagans. | 

We could mention many writers 
who have carried this notion beyond 
the limits of reason and probability, 
and conjectured that every occur- 
rence 1n the Pagan history, had some 
reference to, or was derived from 
the holy scriptures. 

But we shall avoid such vain and 
idle notions, and only represent to 
the curious, and critical enquirers, 


those passages in Pagan writers, 


which with great reason we may 
conclude were taken from the books 
of the Old Testament. In a word, 
we shall endeavour to present the sa- 
-cred history of the Bible, through 
the fables of the Heathens, in order 
to add to the validity the confirma- 
tion of those truths, Now let us 
8 „„ 


; 1. The. creation: 


contained; and that the great truths, | 


this, as it is 
particularly described in the first 
55 chapter 


% 
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chapter of Geneſis, is plainly to be 


found in Pagan authors; who with- 


out doubt, derived it from scripture; 
for though a man by the light of na- 
ture may know that the world had a 
beginning, yet the particular manner 


of its beginning, as described by 


Yr Fe 


some Heathen authors could not be 


known but by divine revelation ; 
| water, as Philo informs us: they 


think (says he) that water and the 


Wherefore it is with much reason as- 
serted, that the Pagans borrowed this 
notion from God's revealed will in 
Scripture, and as a consequence, that 


they hereby attest the truth of the sa- 
| out. 


cred. volume. | | | 
The general opinion of the ancient 
Gentiles was, that the world was 
made out of a preceding chaos, which 
they represent as a rude, indigested 
mass of matter, reduced to no shape 


or form. 


The ancient poet Orbh . held, 


that this chaos was the first principle 
of all things. Hefod agrees with 


him, affirming that the chaos was. 


that out of which all bodies were 


made. Ovid gives this description 
in a very particular manner, in the 
beginning of his metamorphoses; 


where, in beautiful language, he 
defines the origin of all things. Now | 
this description of the Latin poet 
will, on an impartial comparison, 


appear to be founded on those words 
of Mofes, Gen. nn. The earth was 
"without form, and void; and dark- 
neſs was on the face of the deep. 


This dark and formless heap of 
water and earth mingled together, 


contained in it the first elements of all 


things that were made afterwards, 
hence sprang the world, as it is now 


$haped and modelled, 
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From the account which Moſes 
gives of the creation, the old Pagan 


Vriters made the ocean to be the ori- 
gin of all generations: their propo- 


sition in fact is no other than this, 


that the mort and fluid matter gave 


being to all bodies that exist. 


Hence it is that some of the stoics 


held the chaos to be no other than 


chaos being the same, the latter 
term is derived from a Greek word, 
which signifies flowing or pouring 


- 


Hence Seneca declares it to be the 


opinion of this sect of philosophers, 
that water is the first principle of all 


things. 12 


IRales, one of the first that made 


enquiry into nature, expressly main- 
tained, that all things were produc- 
ed of water. The words of Tully 


concerning this ancient philosopher, 


are very remarkable, Thales affirm- 
« ed (said he) that water was the 
* beginning of things, and that 
God was that mind which made 
« all things of water.” | Fs 
This seems most signally to refer 
to what Moſes says, speaking of the 
origin of the universe, that the Shi- 
rit of God moved on the face of the 
waters, Gen. i. 2. giving us to un- 
derstand, that water and slime were 
the material cause and first prin- 
ciple of all things; and that God 


| was that spirit or mind which made 


all things out of those first waters. 
The Egyptians were of this opi- 
nion, and therefore worshipped this 
element, as Strabo observes: with- 
out doubt, the Ancients borrowed 
| from 
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ing 


from the Mosaical history, that no- 
tion which implies, * that at the 
first creation, all things were con- 


< tained in water, and lay brood- 


* quently that water was the pri- 


é mitive matter of the universe.“ 


there together, and conse- 
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To the chaos and water the An- 
<ients added another concurrent prin- 
eiple, namely night: that the world 
had its beginning from night and 


Chaos, was a universal tradition of 


the Pagans, both poets and philoso- 
phers, such as Heſod and Homer, 
among the former; and Thales and 
Plato, among the latter. These fre- 


quently speak of chaos and night, 


— 


or erebus, and tells us, that all things 
were begotten by them; which opi- 


 nion is doubtless derived from those 


words in Gen. i. 2. Darknejs was on 


the face of the decb. 8 
0 is fl chaos, and the 


The deep 


+ £4205 Lo", Is! a 2 rt og” 


darkness is their night or ercbus; | 


or the 


4 


of these writings, came to have this 
sentiment, that nigh 


t and darkness 
were the first principles of the world. 
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This is the same wich what Moſes | 


delivers, only it is expressed in dif- 
ferent terms. 

The ancient | 
mMkewise agreed with the Mosaic ac- | 


count concerning God's divining, se- 


n and digesting of 
tused chaos and darkness. 


this con- 


8 Amaxargoras has beer reckoned by 


some in the number of ancient Athe- 


ists, btit with little reason; for (as 


Plutarck writes of him) he was the 
Hirst that denied fortune or fate to be 


Py 


ilosophers have 


the cause or principle of the fair or- 
der and harmony of the universe. 


Diogenes Laerius gives these as his 
very words ; © All things were in a 


* heap and jumble at first: after- 
« wards came the eternal mind, and 
disposed and ordered them in an 
excellent manner.” 

Tully asserts, That those parti- 
cles of infinite matter, which were 
alike in themselves and at first very 
confused, were afterwards brought 
into order by the divine mind.“ 
This was the work of God in the 
creation. Now whence have they 
this notion concerning the origin of 
the world? these speculations con- 
cerning the rise of the world were 


cc 
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not their own; they were traditional 


principles; that is, they received them 
from the Bible; their philosophy in 
this point was founded on the ac- 
count of the divine penman Moes; 
the sum of which was, that God first 


known and usual significa - of all produced a chaos, that is, the 
tion of the latter term is darkness. 


Hence the Pagans, who had seen some 


rude beginnings of earth swallowed 


up and even overwhelmed with the 


watery abyſs, out of which dark, con- 
fused and mdigested materials, he 
made all things, 'both m Heaven and 


earth, as out of the first matter, 


vhich by a divine skill and power 
re separated and divided, till it arose 
to the excellent and complete frame 
wheretn it appears at this day. 
Thus the ancient philosophy of 
the Gentiles was borrowed from the 
Mosaic description of the creation; 
thus the writings of the most re- 
nowned Heathen philosophers bear 


witness to the first penman of the 


Old Testament. ES? f 
2d. The production of Adam and 
V . 


*. 
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Eve, is attested by the same persons. 
That the first man was formed of 
the earth, or clay of the ground, 1s 
affirmed by the most authentic au- 
thors among them, Ee ELLE, 
We shall omit. several quotations 


out of the Greek poets, who were 


the first philosophers among the Pa- 
gans, as Orpheus, Hefiod, and Ho- 
mer, who testify this very thing, 
and refer to Ovid. who was well ac- 
quainted with all the ancient notions 
of the Gentiles, and relates the chief 
assages in the Mosaic story concern- 
ing the original of the world, and 
that in words as near to those of 
Moſes as possible. e 
In the close of his account of the 
creation, he writes, Metam. lib. 1. 
« That man was made after the 
« creation of all other things, that 
* he was endowed with superior un- 
« derstanding, that he was made to 
% have dominion over all other cre- 
atec things 209 | 
Now this exactly agrees with the 


© 
* 


cc 


account of Mojes, Gen. i. 26. where | which! 
other in Gen. vii. 22. the breath of 


we read, that man was made to have 


dominion over the ji/h of the fea, and 


over the fowl of the air, and over 


every thing that moveth on the earth. 
Here are two of the chief things 
which are delivered in the begin- 
ning of that sacred history Genefes ; 
that man was made last of all, and 
to have rule and dominion over all 
the creation, Ss 


- Ovid applied and attributed this 


formation of man to Promotheus, the 


name certainly of the wise God; 
for Promotheus with the Greeks (from 


whom he borrowed this) is wife, hro- 
vident, ſagacious : and this Promo- 
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theus formed a man of clay, which 
agreeth with the formation of Adam, 
recorded by the inspired writer. 
When Ovid adds, that he took fire 
from Heaven to animate his lumpleſs 
clay, we must pardon this innocent 
addition; for it was the constant 
practice of these men to put in some- 


thing of their own, in order to dis- 


guise the sacred story with their own 
fable and invention; though in this 


case we have reason to applaud the 


poet, who knew that dull and inert 
matter, could not actuate and enliven 
itself, but that there was need of 
some heavenly and divine principle 
to set it on work, some active ray of 
life from above to inspire it. What 


then is this, but the breath of life 


mentioned in Gen. ii. 7. by which 


man's body was enlived and invigo- 
rated? for when it is there said, that 


God formed man out of the earth, it 


is immediately added, He breathed 
into his noſtrils the breath of life, 
and man became a ling foul ; from 
which manner of express10n, and that 


the ſpirit of life, the eminent sages 
among the Greeks (who were no 
Strangers 40 this and other texts,) 
derived two notions. 

The first was, that the soul is 
breath : and accordingly in the Greek 
and Latin, it hath its name, from 


' a word which signifies, breathing. 


Another notion which they de- 


_ rived from this metaphorical expres- 
sion of breathing or afflation was, 
that the soul, the rational soul of 
man is a part of God; for as breath 


is something that comes from within 
a man; so souls (that are set forth 
| "—"p 
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by breath) are the emanations of 
God; they came from him, and are 
parts of him. All this is derived (if 
we mistake not) from that passage, 
in the Mosaic history, concerning 
the production of man, God brea- 
thed into him the breath of life. _ 
The making of Eve out of Adam 
was absolutely intimated in the Greek 
term, which Plato uses to describe 
the first man: it signifies a mixture 
JJ : 6 inns 
This fable of Plato was from the 
Jewish tradition, that the first man 
was made an Hermaphrodite; that he 
had two bodies joined together, the 
one male, the other female; and 
that the Creator divided him into 
two distinct bodies, whence. arose 
man and woman. + | Ew 
If the jewish rabbies (who were 
better acquainted with scripture) en- 
tertained this rule and random opi- 
nion, Plato may be well excused, who 
perhaps had it only on tradition, 
and had not the means to correct his 


this ſable is a corruption of che sa- 


one person. And again, in the same 


e 


spoken of in the verse immediately 
foregoing, consisted of a double sex. 
It is evident that the words relate to 
both, and the reason why the name 


Adam is given to both, is because 
they were both of them from the | 


earth, one immediately, the other 


— 
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Heathen. 
admirable description of it; and 


living 
| that he fed only on the fruit of the 
earth, and that nakedness was one 
attendant of that first and golden 
age of 'the world, alluding to Gen. 
ii. 25. They were both naked, the 
man and his wife, So an ancient 
writer informs us, that the Egypt- 
| 1ans find. in their old writings, that 
the first men and women were na- 
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remotely; but afterwards we read 
that they had distinct names, Adam 
being appropriated to the man, and 


| Eve to the woman. 


This ridiculous: fable which the 
Heathen philosopher had picked up, 
might be occasioned like wise from a 
misunderstanding of the text; God 
took one of the man's ribs, and out of 
it made he a woman; because the 
woman was found out of the man's 
side; they inferred that Adam was 
at first both man and woman, and 
that the woman at her first make 
Stuck to his side, which though a 
gross error: confirms the truth and 
antiquity of the book of Mo/es that 
assures us of Eve's formation out of 
Adam, which was the circumstance 
that gave rise to this erroneous tra- 


The first and innocent state of 
man, together with some circum- 


stances, which could be known only. 


from the book of Moses, is spoken 
of by the ancient writers among the 
Thus Heſod gives us an 


Flato in his politics tells us, that in 
those primitive times, man got his 
without trouble and labour, 


ked; in the sibylline verses, which 
are borrowed from the scripture, the 
same allegories and descriptions are 

0 N used 
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used in setting forth the happy age, 
which you find used in the sacred 
volume. „ ; 

Without doubt the blessed state 
of paradise is referred to by Ovid, in 
his description of the golden age, 
or Saturns reign. There we may 
see represented the simplicity and 
innocence of our first parents, the 
peace and tranquility, the content- 
ment and satisfaction which were 
- peculiar to the state of integrity, 
Paradiſe itself the seat of this hap- 
piness Seems to have been known. by 
the ancient Pagans, for it is probable 


their writers understood this, when 


they tell us of the Elysian field ; for 
gardens, (such as was paradise) and 
pleasant fields are the same with 
them. %%%ͤ;́˙᷑᷑ 

Plato in describing these observes, 
that they were blessed with a mild and 
gentle air, pleasant streams, a con- 
stant spring, fragrant flowers and 
fruit ever growing. Of these Virgil 
Speaks in his sixth Æneid, it is not 


improbable, that some or all of these 


Greek fables were founded in truth, 


and arose from the account of the 
inspired books, which informs us, 


that God placed man in a garden, 
the garden of Eden, which signifies 


pleasure and delight; for it is further | 
added that here grew every tree that | 


is pleaſant to the fight, and good for 
food, Gen. 1.9... : ly 

And this 
of those before- mentioned, so the 


tree of life in this garden gave 


rise to the poets Nectar and Am- 


Broſia, which are no other than the 
food and repast of those earthly | 
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arden was the platform 
pose, that our first parent Eve was 


box, which she gave to Eprmetheus, 
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gods, which they suppose to have 
inhabited Elysium. 5 . 

Nefor (according to one deriva- 
tion of it) made the drinkers ever 
youthful; and another etymology 
Speaks this drink to be such as suffers 
them not to die. These were the 
very blessings of the tree of liſe, 


which should have made the eaters 


of it immortal, and secured them in 


a state of blessedness for ever. 


Thus the productig yet 
divers things referring 
state of innocency, fie are found 
in the writings of the Heathens, 


| were derived from the sacred foun- 


tains, and consequently the writings 
of these Heathens do in some mea- 
sure attest and confirm to us the 
truth and certainty of the holy 
Scriptures. : : 
3d. The fall of Adam, and the 
several particulars relating to it are to 
be found in these Pagan records. 
The fore-runners of it, viz. the de- 
generate Angels are spoken of by that 
ancient philosopher Empedocles, as 
Plutarch relates, for whom else could 
he mean by his Demons, to whom 
be gives a Greek appellation, that 
signifies Heaven fallen creatures, than 
these apostate spirits, who were 


thrust down from the region of ha 
piness above, and became Devils, 


from their opposing the government 
of the Most High ? 
It appears highly probable to sup- 


meant by Pandora, whom Hefiod and 


others of the ancients mention, ac- 


quainting us, that out of her dead] 


flew 
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thereby she became the original of 


he justly merits 
tneus )r e PSA 
it, ver 


happen to mankind. 


all the miserable occurrences that 


Eve was this Pandora, who pre- 


sented the fruzt of the tree unto her 


huſband, as it is expressed, Gen. ui. 
6. and he himself afterwards with 


unspeakable regret, and too late an | 


insight into his condition (whence 
his title of Ep:me- 
he same, She gave me 


all evil toWMnkind; from that un- 


happy gift therefore, and from 
her imparting all evils to the world, 


she had the name of Pandora among 
the first Greek poets, who had learn- 


ed from the inspired writings, that 
from her sprung all the miseries and 
calamities of this life, and even 


death itself. 
Wich respect to original ſin, and 
the early corruption and deprava- 


tion of man's nature, which was the 


fruit of our first parent's transgres- 


sion, we cannot but observe, that it 
was mentioned by the Gentiles of 
old, who call it the congenite /in, 
that is, the sin that is born with us, 


the domeſtic evil of mankind the na- 


tural repugnancy of man's temper to 
3 mortal kind of life, a ma- 
ny-headed beaſt, Sc. 

The moralists are full of such no- 


tions, and complain of the infirmity 
of human nature that it is very 


much depraved; that the fountains 
are polluted, the springs defiled; 
and that man is propense to all evil, 
and averse to what is good and vir- 
777. ² YR op, 
The Greek and Roman philoso- 


nd with it imparted 


2 


concerning the first cause 


condition, 
flowed all mischiefs into the world. 
This philosopher held, that men's 
souls were created happy, and that 
afterwards they apostatized. Now it 


8 
£ 
. 


kind of malignant spirits, 
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flew all evil into the world, and 


phers all complain of the low and de- 
generate condition of man, especi- 
ally the best sects, which were the 
stoies and platonists,  * 
Seneca eee in his epistles 
and other discourses, acknowledges, 
and mournfully reflects upon the 
lapse of human nature. | 


Others speak most feelingly of the 
defect of a former innocency, of the 
departure of souls from God, of the 


strong propensity of human nature 


This is not mentioned as if we 
imagined, they might not partly de- 
rive these notions from an inward 


sense they had of their innate evil; 
but only to infer the probability that 


there was a tradition among them 
and au- 


* 


thor of this evil. e 
Plato himself speaks very sensibly 


of this loss of the first state of pu- 


rity and happiness, and relates the 
defection of man from his primitive 
from whence he saith 


is highly probable, that from the 


| writings of Moſes (with which he 


was acquainted): he derived the ac- 


count of man's fall, and then wrap- 


d it up in this obscure manner, 


Which was his usual method, as ap- 


pears from his writings. : 
If we enquire further, we shall find 


that the Gentile world was not. ig- 
norant of the several circumstances 


of the fall. It was an ancient tra- 
dition amongst the Pagans, that a 
Irits, malicious 
dæmons, 
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demons, envied the happiness of 


mankind, and did what they could 


to molest them, and to hinder them 
_ of their felicity. 


— 


The Pagans and Platonic philoso- 


phers often speak of these envious 
and malicious spirits; the origin of 
which we can conceive to be no other 
than that mentioned by Moſes con- 


cerning the Devil's tempting our first 
parents; % EE 
There was also this circumstance 

of the history of man's fall among 
the Heathens, fiat the Devil appear- 
ed in the likeneſs of a Serpent; pre- 
paratory to which 1s that which Plato 
Saith, that in Saturn's days, peo- 


pi could talł and hold diſcourſe with 


beaſts as well as men, alluding to the 


well known colloquy between Eve 


and the Serpent, and her seduction 


by holding discourse with him. 
The Devil's assuming the form of 
a Serpent, and his circumventing our 


first parents thereby, is intimated to 


the Heathens by Pherecydes, an an- 
cient writer, who uses the Greek 
vord for Serpent, as the title of that 

reat one, who opposed Saturn. 
The truth of which story is, that the 
apostate Angels, or Devils, opposed 
God at the beginning of the world; 


the ringleader of which cursed spirits 


was he, that in the shape of a serpent 
assaulted our first parents. That 
was that demontacal ferent. 


Euſebius is of the same opinion, 


affirming that this Op/nonens (the 


Greek word) refers to the devil in 
the ſorm of aserpent; and adds that 
 Pherecydes was conversant with the 

Phænicians, who worshipped this 


deity under the form of a.serpent, the | 
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devil affecting to be adored in that 
shape and form which he first as- 
sumed. RE 15 
Upon the whole, from what ha 
been observed under this head, every 


candid person must allow, that there 


are manifest allusions in the Pagan 


writers, to the fall of man, and its 


dire effects, and consequently, that 


their authenticity receives confir- 
mation thereby. 


But, 


4thly. From the fall gf man, till 
after the confus1on ; e and 
dispersion of Babel, Mꝛire man 
singular circumstances related by Pa- 


gan writers, of which they could 


have no knowledge, but from the 


Old Testament. | | 
Enoch's being taken up by God, 
e occasion to the stories of their 
eroes being translated, of Aſtrea and 
others leaving the world, and as- 
cending to Heaven alive, and being 
transformed into stars and celestial 
signs. VVT 
Again, the testimonies of the Pa- 
gans concerning the long lives of 
the people of the first age of the 
world, was evidently taken from the 
sacred history, according to what 
Jaoſephus affirms, All that have 


committed unto writing the an- 


e tiquities, either of the Greek or 
© Barbarians, attest this longevity 
© of the men before the flood.” 
And immediately he subjoins, Ma- 
* nethos, the Egyptian writer, Be- 
© ro/us, the an, and Jerom, 
„the Egyptian agree with us in this. 
% Also Hefiod, with Hecatæus, Hell- 


nanicus, and Acuſilaus; Ephorus 


« and Nicolas tell us, that those 
* people of old lived a thousand 
| | years.” 


722 ApPEN 


80 years.“ Vel 45 Anki. Lib. . 


| 7 chap. 4. 


The greek and latin poets relate 


| 8 that there were giants in 


the 


rimitive times of the world, 
by wagggrobably borrowed from 
| re Moes speaking of 
M re the ed la 
that eier Jil Ye e in the earth 1 in 
chose days. © 

' Berofus, the  Chaldean priest and 


| 1 relates how wicked and 


debauched the old world was, how 


Noa told them of it, and of their 
approaching destruction by means 


of the deluge; the fame of which 


was universally spread among the Pa- 


gans, most of their historians, ac- 


cording to Joſephus, have made men- 


| tion of Noahs flood. 
Lucian mentions most of OR Por. 


enlars which are recorded in the 


sixth and seventh chapters of Gene- 


s, concerning the deluge; such as 
the natural cause of it, which was 


the excessive rain or fall of water 


from Heaven, and the opening of 
the fountain below. Like wise the 
moral cause of it; the corruption 
and wickedness of the world; that 


people at that time violated their 


daths, entertained not strangers, were 
hardened against the cries of distress, 


that they were in every respect vi- 


cious, profligate, and abandoned, and 


thereby deserved this heavy judg- 


ment. 


\ 


* 


2 same author mentions 


; _ 
Now this is an pute con- helr 


firmation of the truth of what we 
read so often in the account of Moes 
concerning the first people of the 
world, viz. that they commonly lived 
8 eight, or nine hundred years. 
] with him entered into the ark, two 
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the preservation of Noah, and his fa- 
in the ark, with the manner of 
being preserved, namely, by 
Welter themselves in a great ark, 

and that thus he and his wife Cd 
children were reserved for a second 
generation. That this befel Noah on 

account of his singular piety; that 


of every species of animals, and 
being shut up there, they offered no 
violence to each other, but main- 
tained the greatest harmony. i 
"Noah's erecting an altar, after he 
came out of the ark, is expressly taken 


notice of. Tee are the circum- 


stances, saith Lucian, which the 
Greeks relate from their archives of 
the flood; all of which exactly cor- 
respond with the narrative of Mo- 
A is put instead of 
Noah. ; " 

Plutarch, an ber of great re- 
pute, speaks of sending the dove out 


of the ark, as a sign of the abating 


ned, 0 
that this hath been ever the symbol 


—_ 


of the flood, or rather to discover 
whether the waters were decreased; 
and he adds, that it turned into the 
ark again; but” this author, as well 
as 'the farmer, disguises Noah, un- 


der the name of Deucalion, it being 


the usual manner of the Greeks, to 

affix new names to persons. 
From the dove bringing in an 
nd in all ages 


ere and concord, of ent 
friendship. 1 
Livy tells us, it was 80 among the 
Carthagians, and among the Greeks. 
Polybius informs us, that it was 
the same among the most barbarous 
nations; for When Hannibal was 
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passing the Alps, those people came 


and met him with olive-branches in 


their hands: this (as he subjoins) 


being a badge and sign of friend- 
ship among those barbarous people. | 
| mentions. Zapheth ( Fapetus) one of 


Whence more probably was this de- 


rived, than from the history of the 


flood, written by Moſes ? 


We might here observe what Ovid | 
saith concerning Deucalion and his 
wife, viz. That as soon as the de- 
luge ceased, they betook themselves 


to their devotion, and solemnly wor- 
shipped the Gods, which Coubtless 


refers to what the sacred story re- 
lates; That Noa erected an altar, 
[the first we read of) to sacriſice to 

God, and to praise him for his mira- 
ceulous deliverance from the tre- 


mendous deluge. Fhus among the 
| Pagans we find unquestionable mo- 
numents of the truth of the Bible. 


The next remarkable occurrence 


after the flood to be found in the 


Pagon records is, the attempt to 


build the tower of Babel. 


_ Beroſus mentions ity but with these 


additions (if we may call them ad- 


ditions, as they have some kind of 
ground in the sacred history) that 
it was built by giants, that those 
giants were Terræ Filtj, or ſons of 


the earth; that they waged war 
against the Gods, were at length dis- 
persed; and that the building was 


beaten down by a wind, 


oſephus affirms that the buildin 
of A ore of Babel is eee 
by Heſtieus; and by one of the Si- 
byls; and Euſebrus testifies that cir- 
ceumstance in his evangelical prepa- 
ration. e pn 


The ancient poets turn this fact 
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design was frustrated 


of the sacred history into the fable of 


the Titans, whom they feigned to 
ha ve heaped mountains upon moun- 
tains to scale Heaven, and combat 
with the Gods; and by name Ovid 


Noah's sons, as one of the ringleaders: 
in the preposterous attempt. 
Homer tells us, they cast up three 
hills one upon another, Ofa on 
Olympus, and shady Pelion on Oſa, 
hoping thereby to make, their | 


to the Heavens; by 


and presumptous invaUers 1 
persed by the thunder of Jove. 

- Now all this fiction of the giants, 
both Greek and Latin, was derived 
from what the Mosaie history re- 
lates, Gen. xi. 3, &c. That Nimrod, 
a great hunter, a giant-like man, 


with his associates attempted to 


build a city and town to reach up 
to Heaven, which the Pagans inter- 
preted into a defiance of the Gods, 
and waging war with them. 

It must be confessed, that the 
e eee ee when they dert 
Let us build a city and a tower to 
reach up to Heaven; for they could 
not but be sensible of the impracti- 
cability of such a worl because they 
knew the height of the late flood 
which lifted up the ark fifteen cubits 
above the highest mountain, was in- 


finitely short of Heaven; nor was it 
to be a refuge from the waters of ano- 
ther flood; for God had declared, 


that no such deluge should ever be 
again, Gen. ix. 13. But their design 
was, evidently this, according to the 
sacred historian, Gen. xi. 4. Let us 
make a name, lest we be scattered 

EN abroad 


=; 


universe. 
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abroad on the face of the whole earth; 


that is, Let us go about this work, 
that here we may have an abiding. 
£-place, that by erecting this vast 
city and tower, we may have room 
enough, and live together in one 
body, make our lusts our own law, | 
and act as we please, without the 
controul of others; and that after- 


7s: 
3 
1 
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* wards, when by reason of the in- 
creace of our numbers, we must be 
ompelied to remove, we may be 
now nd lis famous monument; 
, leave this world, we 
may he purchase a name in 
future ages, and even survive after 
—SA 5 5 
Thus their enterprize and design 
were prophane and impious, and no- 
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of ie great God 


Thus though the poets, who ever 


"4 


indulged fancy and fiction, have 


interspersed this circumstance, as 


if these daring sinners had actually 
scaled the Heavens; it mustgþe' ac- 
Eknovwledged, that it gave rise to their 

treating on the subject, and in the 
main confirms the truth of the sa- 


With respect to the division of 
the earth among the sons of Noah, 

recorded in the tenth chapter of Ge- 
neſis, it is not to be doubted, that 
the fiction of dividing the world 


among three brethren, the som of 
Saturn, was taken from this cir- 


cumstance. Indeed there are some 
traces and remainders of the sacred 
truth to be met throughout the 
_ wholeliterary system of the Pagans. - 
th, From the time of the -confu- 


thing less than an arrogant contempt. 
and Father of the | 
li one or more animals into two 
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the Pagans to think Abraham was 


be cut asunder in 


1 
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sion of tongues, and the dispersion 


at Babel, to that of the law being 
given by Moſes, there are many pas- 


sages attested by Pagan writers, The 


great Patriarch Abraham, according 
to Joſephus and Euſebius, is menti- 
oned by divers writers among the 


Pagans. Origen affirms, that zn te 
Name of the God of Abraham, tlie 
Cod of Iſaac, and the God of Facob, 
were words that the Heathen pro- 
nounced in their charms. and spells; 


nay he tells us, that those words, 
the God of Abraham, gave occasion to 
some God. e 

It is likewise observable, that the 


Pagan writers made mention of the 
same, or the like custom, that this 


Patriarch used at making of cove- 
namts, viz. the cutting or dividing of 
wo parts; 

and passing between them. Dh 
Thus in Gen. xv. q. when God 


made a covenant with him, he com- 
manded him to divide a heifer, a 
| goat, and a ram into pieces, and to 
pass between them; whence after- 


wa rds his ceremony was used when 
a league or covenant was entered 


into between man and man, and 


the parties did, as it were, declare 
by that action, that they wisbed to 
| 1 he Same. manner 
as the beasts, if they violated the 


covenant into which they entered. 


From divers instances in the Old 
Testament, of the frequent and visi- 


ble appearance of God and Angels 
unto men, as to /faac, Jacob, Moſes, 


Gideon, Monoall, and several others; 


and from their assuming of bodies 
in human forms, in order to this 


puxpose; 
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purpose; there arose a notion among 
the Pagans, that their gods vouch- 
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safed sometimes to come down and 


visit them in the likeness of mor- 
U ( e 

Thence Homer and other poets 
commonly mention the apparition of 
the gods in sensible shapes, and in- 


troduce them in that manner. Thence 
it was that the people of Lystra, in 


the lesser Asia, cried out, that the 


gods were come down to them in the 
likeneſs of men, Acts xiv. 12. and 


upon this apprehens1on, they were 
preparing to offer sacrifice to them, 


and the priests were ready, with their 


oxen and garlands for that end. 


Agnin, sacrificing of men, especi- | 
ally of their sons, which some Pagan 
stories relate, might have its original 


from Abraham. It is recorded by 


Porphyrius, (saith Euſebius) that Sa- 
turnus an ancient king of Phænicia, 


in order to appease the gods, and 
save his kingdom from impending 


ruin, offered his only son upon an 


CJ 
The conducting of the children of 
Israel out of Egypt, and their mira- 


culous passage through the Red Sea, 


together with the overthrow of the 
_ Egyptians in it, must have been 


known to the Pagans, though they | 


would insinuate to the contrary. 

The fame of Mo/es dividing the 
Red Sea was retained among the Gen- 
tiles, as Diodorus Siculus testifles in 
these words: There is a report 
« spread among the Ichthyophagi, a 
people inhabiting the shore near 
ce the Arabian Gulph, (which is the 
r name given to the Red Sea, among 


« geographers) namely, that all the 
O a 


and made the ſea dry land, 
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* Space where that Gulph is; was 


dried up, the waters being driven 


* back, but that after the bottom 
„had appeared for some time, the 
* place by a reflux of the sea, was 
« reduced to its former condition.” 
Now in this instance he gives a most 
remarkable testimony to the truth 
of these words, in Exodus xiv. 21. 
The Lord cauſed the jea to go back, 
and the 
Genes 


ed to its 


vered the 


waters were divided, @ 
27 and 28. The ſea MW 
ſtrength, and the water 


; 
* 
<4 
+a 
CO 


hoſt of Pharoah. 


The return of the Israelites from 
Egypt is attested by, Beroſus, Strabo, 
and Juſtin; the last of these tells us 
that Moſes who led the people out of 
Egypt, flole from the natives of that 
country ſome of their ſacred things, 
which 1s evidently grounded on those 
words we read in Exodus xxxi. 21. 
They went not out empty, they took 
with them veſſels of gold and ſilver, 
and garments. £42 

It is expressly attested by Fuſtin, 
that the Jews travelled into the de- 
serts of Arabia, and that Moſes came 
to Mount Sinai, with other circum- 
Stances relating to their travels 
through that place; all which are 
authentic evidences of the truth of 
scripture-history. Lk. % 

Gth. The Mosaic ceremonies are 
confirmed by the very practice of the 
Pagan world. We shall instance 
Some of the most particular and mo- 
mentous, as it would be tedious as 


well as impossible to recount them 
all; NY 


with the dividing of 
time into weeks, or seven days, and 
sacred. 


Hęſfod 


the observing a seventh day as 


SY ,- 


726 | | 
Hod calls it the ſeventh holy day, 


because among the Gentiles, this was 


a day of solemn worship, set apart 
for religious offices. It is observed 
of Severus the Roman emperor, that | 


| he used to goto the capital, and fre- 


quent the temples on this day, yea 


the very word Sabbath was used by 
some of them; thus Suetonius saith, 
Diogenus the grammarian used to 


hold disputations at Rhodes on the | - 


Sabbath 
in day was a festival for 
school boys” from those and several 
other instances which we may find in 
Clemens Alexandrius and Euſebius, 
it might be proved that the more so- 
lemn services of religion among the 
Gentiles, and their cessation from 


from Lucian we learn 


work, were on the seventh day of 


the week: now no wise man will as- 


sert that this custom was founded in 


nature; for no light of reason could 
dictate this division of days into just 


seven and no more; therefore it is 


reasonable to think that the general 
agreement of the world in this calcu- 


lation, was derived from the Jews, 


who were particularly signalized by 


their observation of the seventh day, 


which was enjoined them by of God | 


himself, as in Exod. xx. g. Six 
days ſhalt thou labour and do all Wy 
work, but the ſeventh day ts the Sab- 
bath of the Lord thy God, in it thou 
"ſhalt do no manner of work, &c. in 
other places the institution and ob- 
servation of this particular day are 
mentioned: besides, we might have 
traced the origin of this institution 
much higher, and found it dated 
from the very creation, from the be- 


water, more or less: hence 


1 
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| 


ginning of all things, when. we read 
of God's resting the seventh day, Gen. 
1. 2, and his blessing. the seventh 
day and sanctifying it, ver. g. from 


whence without doubt, the custom 


among several Gentiles of observing 
some seventh day in the week had its 
first rise. . 20 7 55 
Again, the Gentiles took their se- 
veral purgations, luſtrations, and 
fr rom the Jews, of which 
the books of Mo/es treat. When the 
contents of these writings on the 
practice of the Jewish people came 
to be knovn to the Pagans, they soon 
began to imitate them, and most of 
the washings and purifyings used by 
the Jews, came to be part of their 


rel igion. Fig, 


The Jewish Priests washed their 
hands and feet before they went 
about their sacred office, before they 
sacrificed and touched holy things; 


| and they had in the temple /avers 


for that very purpose. Likewise they 
used afper/rons or sprinkling towards 


others, and were enjoined to cleanse 


and purify them from the defilements 


which they had contracted. In a 
word, every thing and person be- 
longing to the Jewish service and 


worship were hallowed and cleansed 


by certain ways of purification pre- 


scribed by law. 


Hence we read of frequent wash- 


ings, and sprinklings among the Pa- 


ans: Macrobius assures us, that the 
la eee whenever they 
addressed themselves to their gods, 
whether celestial or infernal, prepared 
themselves before hand by using of 
it be- 
came 


1 ; 7 
4 . 
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came a maxim among them, that 
all sacred things must be sprinkled 


-with pure water. 
Now these rites of washing and 
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| Jaw, but an act of choice and deliber- 


purifying bear so near a resemblance 


to each other, that we cannot but con- 
clude, the Gentiles took them from 
the Jews, or the Jews from the Gen- 
tiles. The latter is by no means 
probable, because it is unworthy of. 
God, and the religion which he esta- 
blished among the Jews, to imagine 
that he would take example from 
the Pagans, and make their religion 


the standard of that which he gave 


to his own people; therefore the 
former is most reasonable; viz. that 
the Pagans by way of imitation took 
their ceremonies of washing and pu- 
rifying from the Jews. „„ 
The Gentile custom of offering 
first fruits and tenths was borrow- 
ed from the Jews and the Old Testa- 
ment. That it was a general prac- 
tice among the Pagan worshippers 
to offer their first fruits to some of 
their deities, is amply testified by 
Cenſorinus; and that the custom of 
paying tythes was as general as an- 
cient, might be proved from the re- 
spective histories which speak of this 
matter. | | 
This was a 


N 5 


fas Plutarch writes] were wont to 
estow a tenth part of the fruits 


which the earth yielded them, and 
of other goods and profits, on their 


sacred feasts, sacrifices, and temples 


in honour of the gods; but that was 
Not every year, but freely and out of 


gratitude, not from any compulsive 


considerable part of 
the religion of the Old Romans, Who 


ation. 

This custom, likewise prevailed 
among the Perſians, for Cyrus (as 
Herodotus writes) offered tythes to 
Jupiter after a victory obtained. 
This might easily be proved from 
other nations; it was become an 
universal custom to offer the tenths 
to some deity after a successful ex- 
ploit, as Servius speaks: Now. this 


sacred and religious rite of dedica- 


ting just a tenth to their Gods, is 
no law of nature; though it might 
put them upon offering part of their 
increase to those from whom they 
thought they received the whole, yet 
this particular Quota 1s no dittate of 
nature; therefore it must proceed 
from positive Iaw and particular in- 
Stitution, Pak 2227 3K 13188 

Hence we gather that the Pagans 
derived this rite and custom from 
the Jews, who were under a law and 
of tythes by the special command of 
God, as the scriptures inform us, and 


thereby receive additional confirm- | 


ation. 7 xt; T7 
Abstaining from certain ;kinds of 
foods among the Jews may have pro- 
duced the same custom.among other 
nations. The distinction of clean 
and unclean meats was derived from 
the Jews to the Egyptians. bins 
Thus Herodotus and. Plutarch re- 
port, that these eat no swine's flesh; 
yea, that they washed themselves if 
they did but touch it. It is like wise 
affirmed, concerning the Phenicaans, 
Cretans and Syrians, that they ab- 
Stained from this kind of fless. 
The old -Pythagoreans abstained 
| " "mon 
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from several kinds of food; what 


God tacitly forbade in sacrifices, as 
the brain and the heart, (for neither 


ol these are commanded to be sacri- 
ficed unto God) these were openly 


forbade at their tables; and they de- 
rived from the Hebrews the custom 
of abstaining from things that. died 
of themselves, or 
In many other instances it might 
be shewed, that the Pagans derived 
several rites and ceremonies from 
the Jews, but let these suffice. 
* Thus we have taken a cursory 
view of the Mosaic records, and 
$hewn in divers instances, the deri- 
vation of the Gentiles philosophy, 
rinciples, practices and customs, 


from those sacred writings, and con- 
sequently have evinced thereby their 


truth and antiquity.'” _ 
th. The 


o 


eathens derived the 


names of their gods sometimes, from 
the names and titles of the one only 


£ 5 


living and true God. 


The Heathens seem to have deri- 


ved something from what the Jews 
praftised concerning this Great Te- 
tragrammaton, which was called by 

them "Haſhem, the name emphati- 
_ cally, the name approyriate to God, 
the inexpressible name; for the Jews 
tell us, that this name which we 
read jehovah was pronounced by the 
High-Priest only; and that but once 


a year, in the temple, at the feast 
of propitiation, so that it was not 
known to the people how it was pro- 
nounced. ' When they met with it 
in the Bible; instead of it they read 


Adonai, or Clohim. 


F 


that had blood in 


1 


n 
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But though they seldom or never 
speak of it, this did not proceed from 


their ignorance of the true pronun- 


ciation of it, but a reverence and 

fear of prophaning the word by 

it in their mouths. > 
The holy scripture itself warrants 


the pronouncing of this name; for 


in Gen. xxli. 14. Abraham calls the 


place where he would have sacrificed 


Jſaac, Fehovah-jireh, - . 

Now to this practice of the Jews 
the Heathens seem to refer, when 
they call him the unknown God, and 
the God that is not to be named; and 


this name of God ¶ Jehovah ) is found 


tered and corrupted.” 

From Macrobius we learn, that 
7ao was the chief God of all among 
the Gentiles, for which he quotes 


among the Greeks also, although al- 


| the oracles of Apolo Clarms: Know 
thas, 'that the ſupreme God of all is 


Jab, a most signal attestation of the 
truth of holy writ, and the great 
name of God contained therein 

8th, The Old Testament hath left 
some remains of it in the most re- 


mote countries in the world, as we 


learn from the account of travel- 
lers. In all these parts there are 
the history of the 

RR TS HOT REA 
Maſtinius, in his history of China 
acquaints us, that the Chinese have 
records concerning the universal de- 
luge; that in India, the footsteps of 
the Mosaical doctrine remain among 
the Brackmans, is proved by Hurtius 
an ancient divine. The highest 
mountain of Zeilan, an island in the 
East-Indies, is called by the inhabi- 
EL ok ol 
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tants Adam's Top, and there is A- 


dam's Cave, where he lamented him 


self after his fall. 


The ceremony of putting their 


hands under one another's thighs, 
when they solemnly swear to each 
other, of which we read, Gen. xxiv. 


2. is observed among some of the 


Indians at this day. 


- 


The Americans have a tradition of 


the deluge, and mention it in their 
discourses. 
left behind them remembrances of 


their actions, even in these places; 


their memory is still preserved and 
retained in many names, customs 
and practices, that are among them. 


The name of Joseph is often there, 


and Hallelujah is used in their songs. 

But let this suffice to prove that the 
Heathens borrowed from scripture; 
that their Priests took their religious 
ceremonies; that their poets took 


their fables; their historians, their 


narratives; their philosophers, their 
opinions; and their people in gene- 
ral their modes and customs, from 
the writings of the Old Testament, 
and the doctrines, rites and practices 
of the Jews therein recorded; So 
that it is evident, that Pagans bear 
testimony to the contents of the Old 
Testament, and the prophane wri- 
ters attest the truth and authority of 
those sacred writing. 
Wie now proceed to shew as briefly 
as possible, how the Scriptures of the 
New Testament are confirmed by 
external testimony; that is, how 
professed Pagans and Jews, enemies 
to christianity, have asserted the very 
same things that are related in the 
evangelical writings. 


4 7 1 
* * 


The ancient Patriarchs 
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come forth unto me, that 15, to be 


on > 3 Ol 
15t. There prevailed a general re- 


port about the time of our Saviour's 
Birth, and afterwards, that some 


eminent person or persons should 
arise out of those eastern nations, 
and be Lord of the world. 
The great politician and statesman 
Tacitus, asserts this, and would have 


it fulfilled in Vespasian and Titus, 


because they were called out of Ju- 


dea to the empire of Rome. 


Suetonius agrees with this author, 
and tells us, that it was an ancient 
and constant opinion among the eas- 
tern people, that some would come 
out of Judea about that time, and 
maintain an universal sway over the 
world. | | 

Josephus concurs with the Roman 
authors in this opinion, and informs 


us, that their was a common ru- 
mour among the Jews, that one of 


their own country should be vested 
with the universal empire; and with 
the Roman historian applieth it to 
Vespasian, because he conquered the 
Jews, and with Titus came from 
Judea in triumph to Rome. | 

Other Jews thought this general 
notion referred to Herod, affirming 
that he was the person foretold by 


the prophets, and the expected Mes- 


siah. These were the Herodians men- 
tioned, Matt. xxii. 16. 

It is manifest that this fame of an 
universal Monarch arose from the 


scriptures of the Old Testament, 


which frequently speak of a great 
king and ruler that should come out 


of the east, and particularly out of 


udea. | 
Out of thee (Bethlehem) ſhall he 


8 Z. the 
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Bethelem, but from Rome. 
As for Herod, he was not a Jew, 
but an Idumea: he was not born in 

Bethelem, but in Ascalon, _—- 


But in our blessed Saviour, this 


: eas was fully accomplished, he 
being a Jew by birth, and of the 
city of David, and constituted by 


God, a matchless king and governor . 


over his people. 


In many other places of scripture 
this divine person, who was to come 


to redeem and save mankind, is set 


forth as a kzng, a great lord, and 


the world, and wield his sceptre 


over all nations. 


Hence this rumour was spread 
throughout the east, about the time 
of our Redeemer's nativity. Hence 
those Pagan and Jewish writers be- 
fore: mentioned, speak of this great 
Ruler and Monarch, who is no other 


= 


they had from-the prophecies of the 


Bible, whence it is so often foretold, 
that a king should arise, and gain an 
| that these writings attest the very 
same things that were predicted in 


universal empire over mankind. 
To this we may refer that which 


Suetonius reports (and he quotes his 


author) that a few months before 
the birth of Auguſtus Cæ gar, there 


prevailed an universal report, fat 


nature was bringing forth a king to 
the Roman peopie. The senate 
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te ruler in Ifrael, This prophecy | 
© speaks E of a jſew, one that by 


Prince, one that should bear way in 


4 


- 


* 


alarmed at so extraordinary a report, 


issued as extraordinary a decree, that 
ould. be of Judea; yea, of 
Bethelem, and therefore it is falsely 
applied to those Roman emperors 
before mentioned, who came not out 
of Judea, but out of Italy; not from 


no one born that year ſhould be nur- 
PIT 
This report without doubt refer- 
red. to Chriſt, who was born in the 
reign of Auguſtus; he was the king 

who was to be born to the world, 


| which was then in a manner ne 


to the Roman empire, and therefore 

might be called the Roman people. 
2d. The Sibylline oracles and 

verses are a signal confirmation of 


the authority of the New Testament, 
as in these the chief points relative 


to our blessed Saviour, are plainly 


related by these Pagans. They de- 


clared in their writings, that there 


should be a great change in the 


world, and that a neu governor 

ſhould ariſe to be very eminent. 0 
Cicero frequently takes notice of 

this passage of the Sibylls; and the- 


Roman senate was greatly alarmed at 


it, lest their common- wealth should 


be turned into a monarchy. | | 


The following affirmation is suffi- 


cient to prove the authority of the 
Sibylline writings. They tell us in 
N their mystic verses, that a little 

than the Lord Curiſt, the King of | 


child should throw down idolatry. 
- Kings, and Lord of Lords. . This | 


with his hand, and stop the mouths 
of the Deiphic demons. This was 
no other than the child 7efus. 


It is certainly of great importance, 


the Old Testament, and are record- 


ed by the Apostles and Evangelists in 
the New. This cireumstance essen- 


tially tends to the refutation of the 
objections and cavils of the most 


| . ERS 
 professed adversaries of Christianity. 


Accordingly, 
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Accordingly, the ancient Christians, 


especially the ancient fathers, made 


use of these Heathen writings |] 


against the Heathens themselves, en- 


gaging them with their own weapons. 


These verses are highly commended 


by Athenagoras, and Theophilus of | 


Antioch, Juſtin, Clemens, Alexan- 
 arinus,. Tertullian, Origen, Lac- 
tantius, Auguſtine, and divers others 
too tedious to mention. 80 

= In short, these writings afford a 
clear testimony of Christianity, and 
its divine author. The aneient Chris- 
tians esteemed them as valid proofs 
of the truth of their holy Nele 
and of the New Testament on which 
it is founded; therefore till these 
testimonials are refuted, every as- 


serter of the Christian cause has a 


right to alledge them, as he finds 
occasion. *** 
3. The New Testament receives 
ample confirmation from Pagan wri- 


ters, who attest the name of Christ, 


together with the particular circum- 
gstances relating to his- birth, life and 

death. © 7 1 
Tacitus speaking of the sufferings. 


of the Christians for the firing of | 


Rome, which Nero laid to their 5 
tianity, the Jews and Gentiles testify 


that Christ was to come at that very 


charge, saith, the emperor inflicted 
the most exquisite punishments on 
those persons, who being detestable 
for their villanies, we commonly 


called Chriſttans, from the author of 


that name, Chrift, Taci. Annal, b. 


1 . 44. Here this historian ex- 


presly mentions the name of Chr iſt, 
who is the person to which he most 
undoubtedly refers; though as we 
learn from Lectantius, this name 
was sometimes altered; for that by 


2 * 
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changing a letter, they pronounced 


it Chreſt. Thus we read in Suetonius, 


that Claudius banished the Jews from 
Rome, because they were always rais- 


ing tumults, at the instigation of 
Cres, IT bh | 


Pliny the younger mentions: the 
Christians, and Christ by name; for 
| he tells the emperor, that some that 
. were brought before him upon sus- 


picionof being Chr:/t:ans, were found 


to be'persons of another persuasion; 


for, upon his. solicitation, they re- 


fused not to curſe Chriſt, This was 
the appellation by which he was 
' known to the Gentile historians, and 


this is the very title by which he is 
emphatically. stiled in the New Tes- 


tament. | 

But from the name, we pass on 
to the great and memorable circum-- 
stances which accompanied the birth, 


life, and death of our blessed Sa- 


viour. 


With respect to His birth, there 
are four most remarkable things to 
be attended to; namely, the parti- 


| cular time of it, the general tax, 
the wonderful star, and:the murder-- 


ing the infants at Bethlehem. 
Those known adversaries of Chris- 


time when he came. It was the 


| universally received tradition of: E/z-- 


as, that after four thousand years the 


Meſſiah should be born; for though: 
that celebrated prophecy or say ing 
in the Talmud of two thousand years 
before the law, and two thousand 
after it, be not exactly true (for 
there were about two thousand five 


hundred years, from the creation to 
| | the 
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the giving of he law, and from that 
time, to the coming of Christ, there 
were not above sixteen hundred 
years) yet the prophecy may be 
used to convince the Jews, that the 


Metal is come; and it is a 


them, even that time 


expected b 


when he b essed che world with his | 


presence on earth. 5 
Hence it is, that when Christ was 
brought to Jerusalem to be offered in 


the temple, as soon as Simeon be- 
held him, he immediately acknow- 
ledged him, and cryed out, mine eyes 
9 ſeen thy ſalvation. This is that : 
Simeon to whom the Jewish doRors 
said, the disct- 


referred when they 


| 7 of Hillel shall not fail. till the 


essiah cometh ; for this Simeon, 
called the Just, was one of che chief 


— / 


of those disciples. 


It is confessed by all the learned 


Jews, that he was ardently de/ired and 
. not only by 
but 


of * coming; for this was the great 


that people, 
all nations, just at the time 


plain : 
indication of the time when he was 


Lord of the world, that was expett- 


ed, out of the East; this was the 


fulness of time when the Son of 


God was born of a woman, 


Another. circumstance of Christ's 
birth, which che New. 
takes notice of, is the tax that was 

made by the appointment of the em- 


peror Auguſtus, It came to paſs in f 


thoſe days Faith St. Luke ) that there 
went out a. decree 


guſtus, that all the world ff 


from Ceſar Aur. 
ould be | * 


Testament 


taxed, or enrolled, as the Greek word 


properly signiſies. This was no mo- 
ney-tax, but only a setting down 


or enrollment of every person ac 


- * > 
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| time when: Chriat was born, 
„. 
them; 
© Zens, and their dependants, that 


Whence it is said, 


- 


cording to quality, age, and. sta- 
tion. 

The emperor had precedents "2 
mong the old Roman kings for this; 
for Plutarch tells us that Numa Pom- 


| hilius, and Florus, relates, that Ser- 


vius Tullius took an account of the 
age, family, patrimony and offices 
the Romans, digesting them into 
particular classes, and setting them 
down in tables kept for that pur- 
on FX 
Now Auguſtus, by such a 3 
or estimate as this, knew the strength 
of his empire, so that when there 
should be occasion for a subsidy, he 
could take his measures accordingly. 
all the world was 
taxed, or enrolled, it is to be re- 
strained (though not to Judea only, 
as some imagine, yet) to che Roman 


empire. ö 


Tacitus, whose authority is un- 


questionable, giveth this short de- 


seription of the books of taxes, or 
enrollment, which were made at the 
* The. 

public revenues were contained in 
the number of the citt- 


Were in arms; how many ships, 
kingdoms, and provinces there 
were within the compass of the 
Roman empire, was exactly re- 
gistered, and consequently. what 
taxes or impositions might be dis- 
pensed with, and what were ne. 
cessary to be levied * the several 7 
parts of the empire. 


All this Auguſtus copied with, 7 


own hand, so that we find the Ro- 
man and Jewish histgries (for 7o/2-. 


Plus mentions it) agree with the 
| sacred 


5 
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sacred one and confirm the relation 
of St. Luke concerning the birth of 
our Saviour. | 1 
The next particular relating to the 
birth of Christ, was the appearance 
of a wonderful Star, Matt. ii. 2, 7, 
9, which is also mentioned by Hea- 
then writers. 975 + IT 
Some think this new Star appeared 
only to the Magi, or wise men, al- 
ledging as the ground of their opi- 
nion, that otherwise Herod would 
not have so diligentiy enquired of 
them concerning its appearance; 
because he might have learned that 
from his own subjects. 7.4 
But to understand this clearly, let 
us attend to the words of scripture, 
Matt. ii. 7. Then Herod, when he had. 
privy called the wife men, enquired. 
of them diligentih, what time the Star 
appeared? that is, either first, what 
was the time of its usual rising, for 
it did not appear always night and 
day: or, secondly, perhaps the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, and other 
Jews, did not observe it, it being not 
a great and large one; but the Magi, 
who were skilled in the Stars, and 


: 
p 
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observed when a new one appeared, 


knew the time of its rising; there - 
fore Herod enquired of them. Or, 
thirdly, he enquired what was the 
time when the Star began first to 
appear. 5 8 : | h 
That this is the true meaning is evi- 
dent, from Matt. ii. 16, that Herod 
en from two years old 
and under according to the time 
which he'had enquired. 


_ _ Herodthad been told by these wise 
men, that this had appeared about 
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children born within that time to be 


slain. Hence it is evident, that the 


time of the Star's first appearance 


was the circumstance about which 


Herod made the enquiry, and in 


which he could not 
his own subjects. 
But it does not 


e satisfied by : 


follow from this: 


that the Star was not seen by them 


at all, nor by Herod himself, because 
his enquiry was not about the pre- 


sent appearance of it, but only con- 


cerning the time of its first appear- 
ance. Besides, if it was seen by none 


but the Magi, it would not have been 
mentioned in the e of the 
Pagans ; whereas the S$2byl/s in their 


verses prophetically speak of it, and 
Vergil transcribes the same in praise 
of the emperor Auguſtus. | 
Again, Herod's murdering the in- 
fants of Bethlehem is mentioned by 
prophane writers, as well as by the 
Holy Evangelist. Macrobius re- 
counts not only the circumstance of 
Herod's slaying the children of Beth- 


lehem, but his putting to death his 


own son, and adds farther, - that 


when the news was brought to the 
emperor of this horrid transaction; 
he sarcastically replied, It is better 


to be Herod's hog than jon. 
Tertullian appeals to the censua 


tables and public acts at Rome for 
the truth of this circumstance, which 


shews that it was well known to 


But we pass on to consider some 


transactions of the life of the blessed 


Jeſus, which are attested by the 


professed enemies of Christianity. 


That one Jeſus lived in Judea in the 


time of Tiberius, did great and won- 
99 Adeerful 
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"fetful ae and was followed by. 
many of the Jews, as well as ac- 


knowledged by them to be the Me 
Hai, sent from God, is not disowned 
by the greatest adversaries of the | 


Christian religion. 
Celfus, 


ny not the miracles wrought by 


4 > Christ and bis Apostles, as several of 


. the ancient fathers assures us, they 
confess the matter of fact, 


testimony to the chief passages of the 
Evangelical history concerning our 
Saviour; and though they cavil at 


some and strive to confute them, they 


frankly acknowledge, that there was 


such a person as Jeſus of Nazareth, 
in the reign of the emperor 77. 


- "*herius, who declared himself to be 
the Meſfah, and sent from Heaven 


to redeem and save mankind, and 


: preached those doctrines that are re- 


therein related. 


This testimony of the Pagans is 


' irrefragable and undeniable; as Jike- 


he did, and that his works were no 
less than miraculous, and beyond the 
power of nature. This the Jeus, 


Pho lived then, or not long after, 


* report concerning him, as may be 
seen in the Talmuas. 


abundant proofs concerning the mat- 


Forded in the gospel, and performed 
. those miraculous works, that are 


Vise is that of the Jewisb writers, 
who make frequent mention of ö 
Ciriſt. admit that there was such a 

rson, that he lived at that time 
in which it is affirmed in Scripture 


ain 4 in his 


, and Porphyry, de- | 


that he | 
"cured the blind and lame, but they 
-ascribe it to the power of magic. 
In short they give their assent and 


4 - 


upon it in Paleſtine. 


- concluding some u 
ready to befall mankin 
Aus is said to have cried out, © Either 
the God of nature suffers, or the 


r frame of the worlds really 
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ter of fact mentioned in the 8 
lical writings, even out of Talmudic 
authors, which is undoubtedly a con- 
firmation of the history of Christ, the 
true Mah. 

The death of our blessed Saviour, | 
with some of the particular circum- 


stances attending it is likewise at- 


tested by Pagan writers. The great 
Roman historian Tacitus, expressly 
confirms this Article of our Christian 
faith, that Christ suffered under 


| Pontius Plate, and that in the reign 
of Tiberius See his Annals book xv. 
chap. 44. Lucian who was noted 


for his scoff and ridicule of the 
Christian religion, calls its great 
Master and Founder; The man that 
was faſtened to a gibbet, and hung 
The particular 
manner of his suffering, namely on 
the cross is acknowledged both by 
Jews and Pagans, by the former of 


| whom our blessed Lord was called in 


derision, he that was hanged. 1 
he eclipse at Christ's passion, 


mentioned by the Evangelists, is left 
upon record also by the Heathens. 


Dionyſius an Athenian by birth, be- 
fore he was converted to the faith, 
when he was a student in Egypt, was 


an eye witness of this miraculous 
eelipse, which he relates in an epistle, 


declaring that it was seen not only by 
himself, but by Apollophanes, who 
was at the same time with him at 
Heliopolis in Egypt. 

They were both greatly astonished 
event was 
and Diony- 


to be 
66 dixcolved. aj 
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who is called the Areopagite, Acts 
xvii. 34. because on his return home, 
be was chosen into the senate of 
Areopagus, and thence acquired that 
name; he was afterwards converted 
to the Christian faith by St. Paul. 
Origen in a dispute with Celſus the 
philosopher, proves this eclipse at 
Christ's passion out of Palegon Tral- 
lanus, (one of Trajan's freed men) 
who was a great chronologer, and 
Euſebius mentions the same au- 
thor, and quotes these words: “ In 
the fourth year of the 202nd Olym- 
e had, there happened a great de- 
„ fe& (or Eclipse) of the Sun, such 


as was never known before. The 


day at the sixth hour was turned 
into dark night, that the stars 
3M 
adds, There was an earthquake at 
„ the same time in Bithynta, which 
« gverturned several houses in the 
« city of Mice.“ | 


What account could be more ac- 


curate, as Christ's passion was in the 
last year of the 202nd Olympiad, 
-whic 
reign of Tiberius ? The hour of the 


day mentioned by Phlegon plainly. 


shews that he relates the same thing 
with St. Mark, who expressly affirms 


the Eclipse to have happened at the 


sixth hour, Mark xv. 33. Besides 


the earthquake which attended this |. 


eclipse is said by the chronologer 
to have happened at the very time, 
Which agrees with the account of St. 
Matthews gospel, chap. xxvii ver. 
51. all which proves that this Pagan 


refers to the very same eclipse men- 


tioned by the Evangelists. 
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% dissolved.”---This is that Dionyſus] Euſebius cites the very same testi- 


was the 18th year of the 


can be desired in this case. 
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mony, which is strongly confirmed 


by Orzgen. This memorable eclipse 


could not be natural, because it hap- 
pened at a time when the moon was 
full, being on the day before the 
passover, which fell on the four- 
teenth day of the first month, cal- 
led Nisan, (which answers to .our 


March.) 


Now as it is contrary to all the 


rules of astrology, that the Sun 


should be eclipsed when the Moon is 
at the full, we must conclude this 
eclipse to have been miraculous, al- 
together against the course of nature, 


and consequently that it was an ex- 
| traordinary exertion of Almighty 
power in confirmation of the di- 
vinity and mission of the blessed 


ared in the Heavens,” and he | 48 
With respect to the earthquake, 


. 


it is probable, that like the eclißſe, 
it was universal, though it proved 
destructive only to some particular 
places, as in Asia, where according 
to the account of Pliny, whole ci- 
ties were overturned, to relieve which, 
Suetonius records, that the emperor 


remitted their tribute. Concerning 


the earthquake at our Saviour pas- 
Sion, Euſebius quotes the testimony 
of 7Thallus, and the same is alledged 
as an authentic witness by Tertullian 
and Origen. 5 Ys 
FThe last circumstance attending 
the death and sufferings of the great 


Redeemer was, the rending the veil 


of the temple; this is mentioned 
by the Evangelists Matthew, Mark 


and Luke, and confirmed by 7o/e- 


hus, whose testimony is as good as 


Ath. Be- 


3 


5 Ach. Besides Hause particular testi- 
monies, there are many general ones 


Jews and | | 
to be doubted, but that Pz/ate as pro- 


to be produced, both of 


Pagans in confirmation of the au- 


thenticity of the New Testament. 
The resurrection of Christ is at- 
tested both by Pagan and Jewish 
vwitnesses. As other governors and 
deputies of Roman provinces used 
to send to the emperor and senate of 
the most remarkable things that 


happened in their provinces, S0 Pon- 


tus Pilate, procurator of Judea, did 
the same, and his relation is the 


more vaks, because it is the testi- 


mony of the person who condemned 
our blessed Saviour. 


His letter to the emperor Tibe-. 


rius, soon after Christ's death, gives 


an account of his life, miracles, eru- 


cifixion, and rising from the dead; 

and as public acts were reserved in 
— * a; 12 archives, so these were 
ere, whence Hegefippus, an 
hem champion in the cause of. 
Christ, made use of them against the 


0 as we are informed by Euse- 


8. 

Justin Martyr tells the Roman 
emperors, that an account of the 
death and sufferings of Christ was to 
be seen in the acts of or under Pontius 


Pilate, and refers them to the same, 
2 satisfactory and undeniableQ. 


Tertullian, with great confidence 


alledges, the same records, as a suffi- | 


cient confirmation of the history of 


Christ; whereupon a learned prelate 
concludes, that this ancient father 
found this among the acts of the 


. nature were set down. 


. 
> 
1 


APPENDIX TO THE. 


| tainly very considerab 


viour and bis rising again were cer- 
e and remark- 
able passages, and therefore it is not 


curator of Judea, sent the n ene. 


account of them. 


Tertullian observes (and Dom dies. F 


Eusebius that Tiberius would have 


put Christ into the numbers of the 


Gods, upon Pilates recounting such 


marvellous things concerning him: 


he referred the matter to the senate, 
desiring them to rank him among 


those that were worshipped and dei- 


fied; but the senate refused it, be- 
cause they themselves did not first 


order and approve it; for it was an 


old Roman law, that no God should 
be set up by che emperor, unless first 


eee of by the senate, so that 
this appears to have been the only 
cause wherefore they rejected Christ 
from being admitted among the Gods. 


However the emperor still retained 


the same reverence and esteem for 


Christ, and in honour to him, great- 
ly favoured the christians, com- 
manding by edict, that none should 

accuse or Ae them meerly for 
their religion, and annexing a severe 

— "ox to the transgreeion! of this 
edi 


Nay, Tertullian and other ſulbers 


assure us, that he had so great a re- 
verence for Christ, that he intended 
to erect a temple to him; and that 
this arose from the informa tion which 
Pilate sent him e our bles- 
Sed Saviour. 3 


An ancient historian reporis, that 


Roman senate, where all Wb of Lad Se deus worshipped our 


Lord, and held his picture in great 
— and that he had thoughis 
5 


% 
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of erecting a temple to him, and 


taking him into the number of the 
gods. „V 
The same writer affirmeth, that 
Adrian intended to have done the 
same, but was prevented, by being 
told, that in such case all would 


. turn Christians, and the temples de- 
gods would be 


dicated to the other 
forsaken. 


Let these then suffice as ample at. 


testations of the Pagans concerning 


the person and works of our great 


Redeemer. | 
On this occasion we cannot pass 
over in silence, the very remarkable 
account of  7o/eþhus, who forty or 
fifty years after some of the Evan- 
gelical writings, hath this memora- 
book 18. chap. 4. At 
this time, there was one 7efus, a 
wise man, 1f I may call him a man, 


ec 


£6 
6 


n 


he was, at the instigation of some 
of the chief of our nation, and 


„cross; yet those who loved him 
he came to life again the third 
day, and pd my to them; the 
divine Prop 


and to this day there remains a 


tians.“ : 


8 


for he did most wonderful works, 
and was a teacher of chase, who 
received the truth with delight. 
He brought many to his persua- 
sion, both of the Jews and Gen- 


„This was Chriſt, who though 


by Pilate's sentence, hung on the 


at first, did not cease to do so; for 


sort of men, who are now called 
« from him by the name of Chris- 


Both Euſebius and Jerom alledge - 


fil. 
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he calls the brother of Fefus Chriſt; * 


| ets having foretold 
„ these and other wonders of him; 


much propriety) as an unde 


alledge, that Joſeplius had before this 


greatly extolls, telling us, book 18. 


2 


this remarkable testimony of 
hhliaus concerning Christ (and 11 1 


confirmation of the Christian 
gion. 1 5 8 
The latter of these writers place 
this Jew among the ecclesiastical wri- 
ters of the church, because he speaks 
of our Saviour with such extraordi- 
nary respect. N Eh 
If some accounts are true, which 


written against Chr:/t, his testimony 
is thereby rendered more valid, be- 
cause it is a greater argument of the 
invisible power of divine truth, which 4 
wrought so wonderful a change in =— 
him. F £5400 | | | 2 
Again, Joſephus confirms the truth 
of the Evangelical history, by rela- 
ting several things concerning per- 
sons who are recorded therein. Thus 
he speaks of the putting ohn the 
Baptiſt to death, a man whom he 


chap. 7. That he was an excel- 
* lent man, and stirred up the Jews 
te to piety and virtue, holiness and 
“ purity, both of body and soul; 
and that Herod caused him to be 
killed, because he feared his au- 
thority would hurt him, and oc- 
casion a defection among the 
JJ... 
The same author makes honou- 
rable mention of St. James, whom 


and relates his martyrdom, declaring 
that the taking away his life was s0 
flagitious a sin, that in revenge 
thereof the Jews were destroyed. He 
fully agrees with St. Lukein mention- 
Herod's: speech to the people, 
9B „ and 


: 


their impious flattery, together 

the immediate judgment in- 
oupon that wicked man, by 
Whose 


Put to death. . 

It is true, Joſephus doth not write 
that he was eaten of worms, but the 
same is implied in these words, he 
was ſeixed with a ſudden pain and 
diſeaſe, and died in great torment of 
has bowels, which vithout doubt 


were devoured by those worms St. 


Luke 8 of, Akts xii. 29. 
Besides these testimonies we might 
produce some concerning St. Paul. 
The insurrection mentioned, 4, 
Xxi. 38, where we read, that the 
tribune of the people said to St. Paul, 


Art thou not that Egyptian, who be- 
Pore theſe. days didft raiſe a tumult, 


and leadeſt into the wilderneſs four 
thouſand men? 5 


I This is the same circumstance, 
with that mentioned by Joſephuus, 


more than once, which was begun 
by an Egyptian, who pretending to 


be a Prophet, gathered together great 


numbers of Jews, the issue of Which 
is recorded by this historian, book 
20. chap. 6. and a confirmation of 
what St. Luke records with refer 


ence to St. Paul. 


* + 
= 


e mig 


inscription, To the unknown God. 
But let us pass on another histo- 


rical matter, recorded in the sacred 


— 
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command that Apostle was 


being a place where 


ht also add the inscription 
on the Athenian altar, taken notice 
of by St. Paul, which wants not the 
testimony of prophane writers. This 
is hinted at by Lucian, and Thucyd:- | 
des affirms, that there were no less 
than twelve altars erected in the 
market-place of Athens, with this 


writings, 'viz. The untver/al fa- 
mine foretold by Agabus, Acts xi. 28. 
which according to Pagan historians, 
precisely happened in the fourth 
year of the reign of Claudius Ceſar, 
and spread throughout the world in 
„ oo a ett er 

Dion Caſſuis, who compiled his 
history out of the Fasti of Rome, 


through the several years, speaks of 
this famine under that emperor, and 


mentioneth his great care of the 
city, that the inhabitants might not 


be starved. | 


Suetontus also commends him for 
his diligence and forecast in furnish- 
ing the city with provision. 
Fojephrus likewise mentions this 
Trievous famine in the days of 
Claudius with the same particular 
circumstances, which agree with the 


account delivered by St. Luke, con- 


cerning the relief which was sent at 
that time by the Disciples at Anti- 
och, to the brethren in | rs that. 

the famine rag- 


edcrceedmply.” . 
Thus we find the affirmation of 
Euſebius to be true, whospeaking of 
the dreadful famine, recorded in the 
Acts, telleth us, that even those wri- 
ters, who were averse to the Chris- 
tian religion, have recounted the 
same in the histories. 
th. The history of the New Tes- 
tament, or the gospel dispensation 
in general, receives confirmation 
from the account related by a pro- 
fessed Heathen, concerning the fol- 
lowers of Christ, in the age follow- 


ing, that which he appeared on 


ea rth. 


Pliny the y 


4 


nger, writing to Tra- 
Jan, 


Book XII, 


jan, book 10. Epist. 97. gives an 
account of the religion and prac- 


tice of these persons; for, being pro- 
consul of Bithynia, in that empe- 
ror's time, and strictly enjoined by 
him to inspect the carriage of the 
Christians, | 
ful to inform himself of the same, in 


order to fulfil his master's command 


and desire. 


Accordingly he particularly relates 
how amazingly that religion spread, 
and increased daily in that Province, 
and that not only great and populous 
cities, but even towns and villages 
abounded with its professors, and 
that in proportion to its prevalence, 
the Pagan's worship decreased. 

He testiſies the resolution and 
constancy of the christians in their 


profession; observing that he had 


some persons brought before him for 
examination, who vere accused of 
being followers of Christ; but that he 
soon discovered they were no christi- 


e was particularly care- 


ans, for on the most distant hint of ob- 


taining their dismission, they were 
ready to adore the emperor's image, 


and even to curse Christ himself, 


8 „** 


which was a sufficient evidence to him 
that they were not christians indeed; 


for he had been informed that per- 


sons of that character could not by 


any means be brought to renounce 
their religion, in which they were 


stedfast and immoveable. 


He likewise gives an account of | 
the nature of their public confessions, 


of. the devotion with which they 
served God, and also that they wor- 
shipped Christ as sucht. 

The testimony of Pliny is con- 


. 
: 
e 


[ 
j 
: 
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firmed by the answer of the empe- 
ror Trajan, in consequence of this 
representation, wherein he expres» 


seth it as his will and pleasure, that 


these persons called christians should 
be no longer under he inquisition; 
that is, that they should not be sought 
for and punished, as he was satisfied 
of their moral character; and that 


nothing could be alledged to their 


charge deserving of death. 
From this character and account 
iven at the beginning 
of the 5 century, by the em- 
peror Trajan, and by Pliny, who had 
personal knowledge of the christi- 
ans, we may infer, that they were 


at first, according to the description 
of the Gospel, holy in all manner of 


conver fation; that their religion in- 


creased and flourished; that all the 
severities which were practised upon 
them, . could not draw them from a 
steadfast profession of the Gospel of 
Christ, and consequently may assure 
ourselves, that the history of the 
New Testament, describes them in 
their real colours, or in other words, 
relates a faithful and circumstantial 
account of christianity, | 
6. We shall conclude with the tes- 
timony of that arch-infidel Maho- 
met, who in the express terms of the 
Alcoran, adds to other proofs: of the 
authenticity of the scriptures of the 
New Testament. The words are 
these, The spirit of God hath given 
* testimony to Christ, the son of 
« Mary, a divine soul was put into 
% him. He is the messenger of the 
« spirit of the word of God. His 
Again the 
. © Gospel 


- 
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Gospel is called the light and con- 


e firmation of truth, and the right 
« way to fear God.” | | 
The Alcoran likewise represents 

the Great Jehovah as speaking in 
terms to this import; * That he had 
e gent Christ, the Son of Mary, that 


c he had | 3/35 the Gospel to no | 


other end, than they might obtain 
4 by it the love and grace of God.“ 
In other places the miracles of our 
Saviour are owned and confessed to 
. 8 8 
Thus even the great impostor, and 
enemy to christianity, bears witness 
to the blessed Jesus, and in some de- 
gree acknowledgeth the authenticity 
of the Gospel. x 


CHAP, XII.” 


Summary view of the teſtimonies cited 
in vindication of the New Teſta- 
ment. A remarkable objection, 
impartialhj lated, and fully an- 


IN order to strenghten the christian 
1 cause, and build up sincere chris- 
tians in their most holy faith, we 
have turned over many volumes of 


e 


professed advergries, whoapprove of | 


the chief things related in those sa- 
cred writings. The following is a 
brief account of the writers both 
Jewish and Pagan, who concur in the 
bn the grand point, we 
hae laboured to established. £4 


— 
” 


Among the Jews, we have Philo, f 
an excellent platonist of Alexandria, 
ho flourished soon after Christ, and 
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We have Josephus, a Jewish his- 
torian, according to some a Priest, 
who wrote about forty years after, 
and had great opportunities of ac- 
quainting himself with the christian, 
as well as the Jewish affairs. 
We have the Talmudic doctors 
and writers, some of whom lived 
near those times, and give their as- 
sent to the matters of fact recorded in 
the gospel. CCC 
Among Pagans, we have their 
emperors, Auguſtus, Tiberius, Catus, 
Caligula, Trajan, Adrian, Alexander 
Severus; hkewise their deputy offi- 
cers, Lentulus, Pilate, Pliny. 

We have their celebrated histo- 
rians, philosophers, and their most 
renowned scholars, as Pliny, the 
proconsul of Asia, in his epistle. 
Cornelius Tacitus, an eminent Ro- 
man orator and historian, in his 
books of history and annals. Plu- 
tarch, a famous biographer, in- se- 
veral of his treatises. Lucian, in 
his dialogues. Suetontus, in the 
lives of the Ce/ars, Juſtin, and Dion. 


Caſſouis, in his Roman history. 


We have besides all these, four in- 
veterate enemies to christianity, Ju- 


lian, Celfus, Phorphyrius, and Hie- 


= 


rocles, Whose writings attest the truth 
of many things recorded in the New 
— > 097 29: an 
Me have Macrobius (if he may be 
deemed an Heathen author) in his 
Saturnalia, and Lampridius, in his 
lives of the emperors. . 


We have their women also, the 

Sibylls, whose testimony concernin 
Christ is by no means contemptible. 
Lastly, We have not only the 

Gen- 


lived at the time of the Apostles. 


- 


joint testimony of Jews and 


tiles, 
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tiles, but of Adee himsell. In a 
word we have all the witnesses that 


can be desired or expected; and all | 
the evidence and proof that can be 
derived from an nes and cir- | 


cumstance. 


But as Shades 606 heart: 4 ob. 


stinacy of temper, will not admit of 
there are many considerable things 


the fullest demonstration, and clear- 


est evidence, after all that has been | 


offered, there remains one objeRion, eircumstances before mentioned, are 


and the only one that we think can 


be started; 


ed in the New Teſtament, are related 


by Tewiſh and Hagan hiſtorians, 


. yet there are others as remarkable | 
omitted by the ſame writers; con/e- 
quently as they concur not in all, this 


teſtrmony cannot be deemed upon the 


whole as valid. 
formidable objection, we offer the 


following considerations. 


15t. From a short space after 


Christ's nativity, to the eighth year | Let us now apply this to our present 


of his age, there could be no history 


expected concerning him, because he | 
there: | 


fore nothing is recorded of him du- 


was all that time in Egypt, 


ring the same by the Evangelists, and 


if they are silent, we can expect no 


account from the historians. 
When he returned to Judea, he 


lived retire till he was thirty years 
old; it is only recorded, that he went 
to Jerusalem with his parents, and 


disputed in the temple with the doc- 
tors; soon after which he came home 


to Nazareth, and there lived in ob- 


scurity; therefore there was no sub- 


ject for history thus far. 
] Akter this nn,” ng was employed 


it is this: Though the 
remarkable haſſages already mention- 


In answer to this 
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but three years and a half in the 
scene of public action, so that it is 
no matter of wonder that the Jewish 
and Pagan writers say so little of our 
Saviour and the transactions of his 
life, when so great a part of it was 


spent in obscurity. 


2d. It must be remembered, that 


and persons, of which some of the 


not related by them. 

The obscurity of the sun, at Ju- 
bus Ce/ar's death, is not recorded by 
any but Ovid, Virgil, and Pliny, yet 


ten historizas; or more, in the next 


age, wrote Czsar's life, gave an ac- 


count of his fatal end, and of se- 
veral things that followed. 
Suctontus wrote the lives of the 
first twelve Roman emperor's; yet 
if we compare him with other au- 
thors, we shall find that he has 
omitted many considerable things. 


purpose; supposing none of the Hea- 
then historians, who have related the 
Roman acts, had spoken of that fa- 
mous Cenſus or tax in the time of 
Augustus. Admitting that the eclipse 


at Christ's passion had not been taken 
notice of (though both circumstan- 


ces are upon Pagan record) yet it 
would not have foflowed from thence 
that no such things had happened, 
for we find it not unusual with his- 
torians to pass by some persons and 
things which are very remarkable 
and worthy of record. 

If then some things spoken by the | 
Evangelists are not mentioned in 
other histories, we cannot with any 

<0: reason 


"10 


spective writings, and 


must not expect to find every 
aktion of the blessed Jus in their | 
writings: for one of them, who wrote 
last of all, thus finishes h s Gospel, 
Mere are many other things which 
Jeſus did, the which if they ſhould be 
_ written every one, I ſuppoſe that even 
the world itſelf could not contain the 


reason . thence conclude, that the 
Evangelists have recorded what is 


false. 


Tacitus, en Maximus, we 


others, have circumstances which 


are not to be found, but in their re- 


not suspected of falshood; why then 


may we not credit those things which | 


the New Testament. records, though 


they are not mentioned by 2 ** N 


gan historians ? 


It has already been obeervedef the 


Evangelical historians themselves, 


that they do not all record the same 


things. 


Thus the Gospels speak of 


the Phariſees and Sadducees, of the 


make no mention of the Effenes, who | 


were a very considerable sect. 


No history, sacred or ph 


themselves pretend not to this; we 
trans- 


books that e be written, * 
xxi, 2. 


We are to note, aha: both 
| Jewish and Pagan historians con- 
cealed or mis represented ae things | 


1 
FE 


out of design. 


Me read in philo a and . le 
5 F. of the Essenes, that they 


were devout, industrious, benevolent, 


sons; nor is this representation par- 


tial, there undoubtedly were Such ! 


ſhits every thing; the Evangelists 


G * 


1 . 


. 


N and, in every respect, worthy per- 


et they are 


Galileans and Herodians, and yet 


4 people as jewish Essenes, and Jose- 


2 


»” 


phus supposes them to be one of the 
three setts of philosophers among 
the 3 But it is more than pro- 
bable, that this excellent character, 
or all of it at least belongs not to 
these, but to the Christians wr r | 
andria at that time. 

Philo writes of the treatise on a con- 
templative life, when he pretends to 


describe the Essenes, writes in praise 
| of those Christians converted from 


Judaism, who were under the tui- 
tion and conduct of St. Mark, bi- 
shop of Alexandria; for this Evange- 


list, preaching the Gospel i in Egypt. . 


settled a church in that place. 

Eusebius is of opinion, that whac 
Philo writes of the Essenes is to be 
understood of those primitive Chris- 


| tians, who were under the discipline 


of St. Mark. 
Epiphanius and Chrysostom were 


of the same opinion, as indeed were 


most of the fathers. 

Now the Jewish writers, for po- 
litie ends, would not give this ac- 
count of the Essenes or Christians, 
but as Jews, that the credit of it 
might not redound to christianity, 
but to their own religion, and way 


of worship. 


Pagan historians, as well as Jew- 
ish, omit some things from design, 
and insert others: that are palpably 
ase. 

Thus, as bath Lach 50 bse rved. | 
Pliny, the natural historian could 
not be ignorant of the eclipse at 


Christ's passion, it being recorded in 


the Roman archives, and he being a 
diligent searcher into those acts; 
but he would not insert an event in 


his 
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his history which he knew princes 
were desirous should be concealed. 


To have mentioned that prodigy 


might exalt the religion of Jesus too 
much, and the eclipse might make 
it shine the brighter, and be more 
admired and revered by the world. 
For this reason it is highly probable 
the Heathen writers neglected to 
record this prodigy, as it tended to 
enhance a religion so opposite to 
their own. Fi 
But we shall add another very re- 
markable instance of the partiality 
and mispresentation of Pagan wri- 
ters; when the army of Marcus 
Aurelius Antoninus were streighten- 
ed for water, they were suddenly sup- 
plied with rain, while their ene- 
mies were overwhelmed with hail 
and thunder. Dion, Julius Capito- 
linus, Claudian, and Lampridius 
mention this circumstanoe, but im- 
pute it to the emperor's own prayers 
to Jupiter, and the inchantments of 
the- Zew:/h magicians. e 
But the plain truth is, that the 
christian soldiers by their prayers 
procured this extraordinary and un- 
expected rain for the relief of their 
thirst, and brought thunder and 
storms upon their enemies. The 
relating of this would have reflected 
too great an honour upon the chris- 


tians, and there masters, wherefore |. 


the Pagan historians, would not 

ascribe the wonder to their prayers, 

but to those of the emperor, telling 

us the very words he used. 

But even these enemies to chri- 
stianity have not wholly concealed 
the truth, for they acknowledge 
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impute partly to the inchantments of 


3 


Jewish magicians. All who are con- 
versant with this branch of history, 
know that it is common with Pagan 
writers to mistake Jews for Chriſti- 
ans; so the Jewish magicians here 
are no other than the Christians in 
the army, who because they brought 
to pass such wonderful things, are 
said to have been inchanters and ma- 
gen 5 | 

These pious Christians were em- 


Germans and Samaritans, and when 
the army was ready to perish with 
thirst, obtained by their effectual 
prayers a great shower of rain for 
themselves, and a destructive thunder 
and lightening on the enemy's camp, 
and thereby procured the victory, 
whence the emperor acquired the 
titles of Germanicus and Sarmaticus, 
This is alledged in the cause of 
christianity by Apollinaris in his 


S E 

This is mentioned by Tertullian as 
a thing every where known, in his 
apology to the senate, and he affirms 
that the emperor's own letter sent 
them out of Germany, acknowledged 


a miracle for the sake of the Chris- 
tians who were in his army, and, 
that he owed the victory entirely to 
their addresses to Heaven. yh 

Eusebius observes farther, that the 


against the Christians, and by a new 
decree appointed asevere punishment 


this 
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ployed in the expedition against the 


apology to the emperor, as Eusebius 


the same, viz. that God wrought 


emperor hereupon recalled his edicts 


to be inllicted on their accusers. 
The Gentile historians omit this 


this extraordinary event, which they circumstance, and will not impute 


- 


744 
this iievlous event to the i interpo- 
sition of divine Providence in the be- 


. justly conelude, Christ's miracles are 
omitted in Pagan. history, for by 
recording these, they would enforce 
Christianity and invalidate their own 
| Besides, some of them 
te afraid to own the miracles of 


N 


half of the Christians. A victory 


gained by the prayers of Christians 


preved.. 
For the same reason, we may 


rinciples. 


A $4; and 2a 


| ow have been too signal a testi- 
1 7 of the truth and prevalence 
. therefore” it is sup- b 


e 


Si 


eſus and his followers, ' because 
9 thee men were persecuted and put 
to death; or where this was not the 
CASE; they feared to incur the dis-. 


pleasure of the great and powerful. 
Thus when it was reported by the 


Siby Uine Oracle, the year before the 


3 birth of Chriſt, that nature did then 


ng forth a king inte the world, 


oman senate thereupon ordered 


be brou ght. up, as e in Suc- 


nn. 


. FE no child born that year should 


Now this was erty to , check | 
the Roman historiaus, so that it is 


not to be wondered, that the killing 


of the children at Bethlehem by He- 


rod's command is not mentioned by 


any but the Evangelists, (Macrobius 


„ enge 


excepted) as that act carried with it 


the authority of an edict of the Ro- | 
man senate. 


Athly, It mijit be wider et 


de Christian religion and the pro- 
285 of it were generally deemed 

by prophane writers as very con- 
5 00 that some 'of these | 


. 4 2 o wot W — TS — 


—. Mn its vc 


' 


| dies; 


to be won 


ligion may solve this x 


* 
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scorned to record those things which | 


had any- relation to them. 


Hence it is, that the miracles of 
Christ, and other things appertain- 
ing to Christianity, are not so much 
as mentioned. They could not 


vouchsafe to record such despicable 


subjects, which some of them ac- 
counted as meerly fabulous. For 
this cause, it cannot be expected that 
the Roman history should contain 
the particulars of the Christian, un- 
less when war and tumults supposed 
to be caused by them, occasioned those 
writers to mention some circum- 
stances to the «ggravdizement of the 
Roman name. 

Prejudice, hatred, + and 
may be assigned as just 
causes, wherefore some of the most 
remarkable passages in the Evange- 
ical history are not mentioned by 
Pagan or eee writers. It is not 

red that Valerius Max- 
mus, who collected the memorable 
acts of other nations as well as of 
Rome, and dedicated them to Tibe- 
tus, hath omitted both the mound 
and Christian acts. 

His aversion to the Christian re- 
int, unless it 
be supposed that Christianity was in 
its infancy at the time when he 
wrote, and therefore that he had not 
materials for compiling that part of 


Ithly, 


history. But this cannot be said of 


| Tacitus, Who lived in che next age, 
and was an enemy to the Christians, 
as appeared from his severity towards 
them in his writings, $0 that he can- 
not be thought to have been Fs | 
_ in FIRE . wo 1 
| Suetonins 
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Suctonius was bitter in his invec- 


tives against them, and therefore no 
impartial account can be expected 
from him. 
of Lucius and Pliny, who though 
they deliver some truths (and those 
not inconsiderable ones) concerning 
the Christians, yet their aversion to 


them and their religion would not 


| 75 85 75 them to speak what they 
new concerning them. . : 
Plutarch, of all that lived and 


wrote about that time was the most 
candid to the Christian religion, 


which inclined Theodoret to think he 
was almost a Christian; but the rest 
had such an aversion to the Chris- 


tians, that their very name was 
odious to them, hence when they 


speak of Christians or Christianity 
they never fail to misrepresent or 
calumniate both. | AE 5 

Christians by them are described 
as superstitious, flagitious, and pro- 


fligate, nay, as diabolical and the 


most execrable people under Heaven. 
It is not then to be wondered that 
such have misrepresented many pas- 


sages which relate to the profession 


of Christianity, and falsified all 
ports concerning them. | 
This tNerefore is one grand and 
principal reason, why Pagans are 
defective in their historical accounts, 
and why many things spoken of by 
the Evangelists, are not mentioned by 
them or vilely mis represented. This 


re- 


is undoubtedly the cause why so few 


of the transactions of the blessed 
Jeſus are noticed, and why those 
that are, are so miserably perverted. 
Prejudice and envy, spleen, and 
malice, are the source of all the in- 


The same may be said 
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juries, which these writers may have 
done to the Christian cause. 73 
6thly, We may add, that accord- 


ing to the testimony of many learned 


— 


men, divers 


745 


1eces of history are 
lost, whence it is that many occur- 
rences with which we meet in the 


history of the Gospel, are-not to be 


found in the writings of the Pagans. 
The stupendous acts of our blessed 
Lord, and the important transactions 
of the age in which he was born are 
not to be found upon record. 

All Dion history, for the space 


of ten years, that is five years before 


the birth of Christ, and five after it, 


are lost, as is Levy's history of that 


time. In vain therefore do we search 
for the remarkable circumstance 


relative to Christ's birth in those 
| writers. | | 


Lastly, Let it be observed, that 


there are two of the most celebrated 
Roman historians, from whom we 


can expect nothing that has relation 
to Christ's birth, or the great oecur- 
rences that happened about that time, 
These are Livy and Tacitus, the 
former wrote but to the beginning of 


| the reign of Auguſtus, which was be- 


2 


| 


fore Christ, for which reason no man 


can reasonably think, that those ex- 
traordinary concomitants of our Sa- 
viour's nativity, as the general taxas. 
lion, and the appearance of the Star 
could be recorded by this historian. 
With respect to Tacitus, there is 
little reason to expect many circum- 
Stances in his writings, we only find 
him like other of the Heathens, abu- 
sing Christ and his Disciples in the 
most virulent manner. His annals 
begin with Tiberius, and continue to 
9 T0 e the 
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end, an 


the death of Nero; and his books 
of 2 | 
1 proceed to the conclu- 
Sion of Titus Veſpafian's expedition 
against the Jews. | 


Florus is but an abbreviator of 


Lit), and therefore we can look for 
nothing there. As for Juſtin, who 
tation of strangers and enemies. We 


flourished in the time of Antoninus 
Pius, he was only an epitomizer of 
Trogus Pompeius, and goes no farther 
than he went, only that like Tacitus, 


he pours out the most unmerited 


abuse both on the Jews and Chris- 


and thus we may derive ample rea- 
son, wherefore so few things that 
refer to the history of the Gospel are 


recorded in Pagan writers. But all 
that can be reasonably expected is re- 
corded, as we have shewn before, 
by the best historians among the 
S 
These are the seberal considera- | 


2 2. | 17 7 Ss . 
ons which we undertook to offer, 


and we presume they will fully sa- 
"tisfy the scruples, and answer the 


Hbfſedtions, that have been or may be 
started, as well as abundantly prove, 


that we have a sufficient testimony 


from Pagan and Jewish writers con- 
ping the Gospel history. This 
yg is evident, that the New | 


begin where his annals 


— 


— a 
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Vith that of our best friends. 
«og both to the Jews and Gen- 
Nt 


* 


phane history, in the wri 


those men that opposed the Christian 


„„ 


Thus we have finished what we 


proposed, which was, to prove the 


truth and authority of the Scriptures 
both of the Old and New Testa- 
ment, from the evidence and attes- 


have endeavoured to shew that the 
confession of our adversaries agree 
We 


es, that these bear witness to the 


ns. 3 | 1 sacred 1 and their witness 
Thus we see what we may reason- | cannot be rejected by any reasonable 
ably expect from these historians, person, because a testimony is least 


to be suspected when it comes from 


an enemy, yea rather because such a 


testimony is reputed firm and solid, 


worthy of being believed, and deem- 


ed valid for the confirmation and es- 
tablishment of the truth, =” 
This then renders the books of the 
Old and New Testament worthy of 
all acceptation, viz. that they are 
vouched by professed adversaries, 
which is the great point we have 
been urging, that hav and Pagans 
testify the same things which the 
inspired writers deliver. 
This is a powerful confirmation 
of the truth of these holy books, 
this is a clear demonstration that they 
are not forged, but that the subjects 
contained in them are real and cer- 


ament is confirmed by prophane 
ers, and that the ecclesiastical re- 
Fords are attested by the authority 


- * 5 — 
1 * 8 
a watts 
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tain, that they give a just and faith- 
ful account of the things on which 


3 
— N Y 
o Fe, A 


* ; 
— RT, 7 
% 


Epen of those who were without. 
These have transmitted to us many 
of those things which are registered 
by the holy „ the me- 

L 


Spirit of truth, _ 


they treat; in short, that they are the 
word of God, and indicted by the 


% 


moirs of these things are in pro- | COD, 
LES TRENT ; | 6, 5 ; ; g 3 . 5 Na F CHAP, 
A, . y | 
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Summary of Chriſtian Theology. Ge- 


neral Rules to be obſerved in the 
_ explaining of Scripture. Pratt 


cal Improvement of the important 


Subject. 
\HRISTIAN Theology or Divi- 


nity, is the science which, 
from Revelation, teacheth the know- 


ledge of God, namely, his nature 
and perfection, his relation to us, 
his ways and dispensations, his will 
with respect to our actions, and his 
purposes with respect to our being, 
in order to form in our minds right 
; ee for our direction and com- 


fort, and to prepare us for the ever- 


lasting participation of those bles- 


sings which alone can satisfy the de- 


sire of the immortal soul. | 
In natural religion we take our 
proofs from the nature of things 


as perceived, considered and compar- 


ed by the human mind; but now 
we advance upon the authority and 
sense of writings and books, viz. the 
Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament, acknowledged by the 
whole Christian world, as a true re- 
velation from God, and as a stand-' 
ard of truth and doftrine, = 


That God should reveal to us, by 
such ways as he in his wisdom | 
judged most proper, such things as 
are needful for us to know and do, 


for the improvement and happiness 
of our nature, is perfectly agreeable 
to his wisdom and goodness, who 
is our Father, and delighteth in our 


2 
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well-being; and is also perfectly 
suitable to our circumstances, as 
mankind are ignorant and weak, and 
very liable to error and decep- 
n.. | PLD 

It is agreeable to the nature of 


things, that a Father shohld instrut 


his child; and that persons of know- 
ledge and learning should teach the 


ignorant. How much more then, 


that God, whose understanding is 


* 


I 


infinite, Whose wisdom su rpasses the 
comprehension of finite minds, and 


without whom we can know nothing: 
at all, should teach and instruct the; 


children of meßßjnñ I 
That his instructions should be 

consigned to writing, is also very ne- 

cessary; as this, in fact, is the surest 


method of preserving them in the 


world. | ES "Se. 
Tradition from generation to ge- 


neration, is no false method of con- 


veyance; the experiment hath been 
N ein, though tradition 
was then gre aß 
longevity of ma 


| sufficiently tried in the ages before ti 
flood; wher ion | 


Vet we 


that both the religion of nature, and 
traditionary revelation, were se falk—= 


lost, that in the space of one thou- . 
sand six hundred and fifty-six years, 
the earth was filled with violence; 


for all flesh had corrupted his walk: 
upon the earth; and both woulat= 


have been entirely lost, had 
God in an extraordinary manner 
interposed. Fo "WR 

The benefit of revelation is ver 


great; but then it must be faith 


used, otherwise it will be 


against itself, and made the pati ⁰¶ům˖ RT 
falshood and delusion, which 


ug i s 5 4% 


hath 
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* hob been the case; men either weak 
„ or wicked; have perverted. i it, and re- 


any of the 
verted to the Christian profession, 


larg 
these influenced their minds in 


- 


- pre-concerived opinjons. 
Hence it is that many notions in- 
consistent with the word of God, and 
with each other, have been handed 


een doctrine. 
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1 perfect and unvariable standard 
pf truth, though written by differ- 
* ent persons, living in remote ages, 

. during the space, as before observed, 


and sentiments, expressed in 


| et iormity of language: for if the 


R ieeaage were multiform and various, 


the study of the scriptures, and in- 
ned them to wrest the sacred wri- 
tings into a consistency with LEAP | 


down to us from the earliest times, 
under the sacred character of mund | 


ot fifteen hundred years, from M ofes 
eln, who wrote th revelation 
od, must be perfectly consist- 
In all their parts and principles, 


se Would ps be ob. 


ad FR 


n 


4 


duced it to a subservency either to | 
heir lusts or pre-conceived opinions. 
Ihe latter was remarkably the case 
in the first ages of christianity; when 
& philosophers were con- 


they generally brought with them 
schemes and notions of the particu- 
As to which they were attach- | 


In these our days we find men |. 
Sleving, the authority of scripture 
or a variety of opposite and contra- 
hich therefore 
e founded on 
"Be Holy Scriptures - 
being a revelation from God, the 
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would be defeated. 

But on the other. hand, 95 not- 
withstanding the great changes in 
customs, dispositions, interest, and 
religious sentiments, which must, 
and actually did happen in so long a 
time, we do find that one consistent 
scheme, in one consistent uniform 
language, is carried on in all the 
writings which compose the scrip- 
tures, we may strongly conclude 
that they are a revelation from God; 
not the produce of human wisdom, 
which could never in ages so remote, 
and far the greatest part so illiterate, 
have continued to carry on a regular, 
uniform scheme of religious principles 
and sentiments in the same language 
or modes of expression, but the in- 
; iration or dictates of one spirit, 

e spirit of God. Hence it fol- 
en 

First, That in- . the scrip- 
tures, consistency of sense and prin- 
ciples ought to be supported in all 
the several parts thereof; and that 
if any part be so interpreted as to 
clash with any other, we may be 
sure such interpretation cannot be 
Justified. Nor can any errors be rec- 
tified, but by faithfully comparing 
$cripture with scripture, and bring- 
ing what may seem to be obscure in- 
to consistency with what is plain 720 
evident. 1 

2d. The sense of 10 can no 
otherwise be understood than by un- 
ene the force and import of 
scriptural language; and the force and 
import of scriptural language can be 
settled 1 in no method more authentic 
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than by collecting the several passages 
in which any phrase or expression oc- 
curs. Thus in every view; scripture 
is the best interpreter of scripture. 


234d. Figurative expressions should 


be carefully distinguished from those 
that are literal, and it should be al- 


ways remembered, that che oriental, 
and consequently thescriptural 1 5 ; 


and figures, are very bold and differ- 
ent from the European. 


Ath. Single sentences are not to be 


detached from the places where they 
stand, but to be taken in connection 
with the whole discourse. The oc- 
casion, coherence and connection of 


the writing, the argument that is 
carrying on, and the scope and intent 


of the paragraph, are to be carefully 


attended to. * 
Sth. We should always interpret 


scripture in a sense consistent with 


the laws of natural religion; or, 
in other words, with the known per- 


fections of God, and the notions of 


right and wrong, good and evil, 
which are discoverable in the works 
of creation, and in the present con- 


stitution of things. The language 
of nature is most certainly the lan- 


guage of God, the sole author of 
pure revelation, the first thing we 


have to do, is to enquire, not what 
human reason can discover, but 
what God has discovered, and decla- 
red in scripture; though at the same 
time it is true, that God has disco- 
vered nothing in scripture inconsist- 


nature; and however the divine 


visdom may diversify the circum- 


stances of supernatural revelation, 
yet the law of nature, as it is found- 
ed on the unchangeable nature of 
things, must be the basis and ground- 
work of every constitution of re- 


ligion which God hath erected. 


Whence it follows, that the study 


and knowledge of natural religion. 
is a necessary introduction to the 
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study and right understanding of re- 
velation. * 

But here let it be observed, we 
would not by any means insinuate, 
that the law or religion of nature 
is commensurate to revelation; or 
that nothing is to be admitted in re- 
velation, but what is discoverable by 
the light of nature, or by human 
reason; so far from that, that the 


whole of revelation, properly so call- 


ed, could never have been discovered 
by human reason. V 

From hence it follows, that in 
matters of pure revelation, it is a 
very false and fallacious way to be- 
gin first with what our reason may 


dictate and discover; because our 


reason, unassisted by revelation, in 


such cases can 
e 5 
For instance, the consequence of 
Adam's transgression upon his pos- 
terity; the covenant made with 
Abraham; the nature and mission of 
the Son of God; the grant of bles- 
sings and of eternal life through 
him, concerning these things, we 
could have known nothing of, had not 
God revealed them to us. „ 
Now therefore, in such matters of 


discover nothing at 


ent with what he has discovered in the 


nature of 1 exposed to the view 
of all mankind; therefore, if we un- 


derstand any thing in revealed reli- 


ö 


5 n 


749 


gion, in a sense contradictory to natu- 
ral feligion, or to the known perfec- 


tions of God, and the common no- 
tions of good and evil, which he hath 


written upon all our hearts, we may 


be certain we are in an error, and mis- 


take the sense of revelation. 


Gth. He who would effeQually 


Study the word of God, ought, above 


all things, to be deeply sensible of the | 


infinite value of true knowledge and 


wisdom; and how absolutely neces- | 
sary it is to his eternal happiness, to 


cultivate and improve his intellectual 
powers, in the use of all those means 
which God hath put into his hands. 
The seriptures are given us, not 
for amusement or meer speculation, 
like perusing the curious remains of 
antiquity, th 
and theology of some celebrated 
ancients; but they are all, from the 
beginning to the end, pointed di- 
realy at our hearts and lives, to 
. make us wise unto salvation. There 
we find every rule of the most con- 
_ Summate wisdom, and every principle 
of truth and comfort; the whole is 
designed to refine our nature into its 
proper excellence ;' to guide us into 
the paths of purity, peace and right- 
_ _ousness; to make us happy in our- 
sel ves, and a blessing to all about us, 
and finally, to quality us for the full 
enjoyment of God for ever. 
But if we are cold and indifferent 


to any attainments in true wisdom ; 


if we chuse to trifle away the impor- 


; gant season of life, despising the glo- 
Tious advantages we enjoy, while we 


. eagerly pursue the low and transitory 


things of this world, in negle& of 


ourselves, of God, and immortality, | 


a; 


e language, manners, 


, 
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light, 


of all that is truly great and good, we 
shall receive little or no ae 
from any ex plication of the Holy 
Scriptures. In such case, unless we 
value or relish them, we can have no 


ground to expett the divine blessing 


to assist our studies, but have reason 
to fear we shall be leſt to ourselves to 
wander from God, from truth and 
in deplorable ignorance and 
FV N 
Attend therefore to the voice of 
divine wisdom, Prov. ii. 1. &c. 
My jon, 1f thou wilt receive my words 


and hide my commandments with thee 


and apply thine heart unto: under- 


ftgnding; i, thou crieft after know- 


ledge, and liſteſt up thy voice for un- 


derſtanding (as we do for those things 


which we most of all desire, and most 


of all stand in need of;) /, thou /eekeſt 
| ker as ſilver, and ſearchieſt for her as 
for hidden treaſure (as covetous men 
| seek money, and ransack the whole 
world for the treasure in which 


they delight ;) ten halt thou under- 


tand the ſear of the Lord, and ind 
| the knowleage of God, which of all 
understanding 1s infinitely the most 
excellent. e 1 5 
th. But this sense © 
of divine knowledge, and this desire 
to obtain it, must be understood in 
a connection with a sincere endeavour 


of the value 


to live agreeable to it; for should a 
person, under the greatest advantage 
of learning, and with the ut most assi- 


duity, study the scriptures, he will be 


after all, but a poor proficient in di- 


vine knowledge, if he brings it not 


home to his heart, and reduces it not 

„„ 

It is not speculation, but practice 
and 
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and experience, which render a man | 
truly wise and knowing, he 1s the man | 
who livees wisely and virtuously, / 


we continue in my word (saith our 
Lord, John viii. 31.) then ſhall ye 
know the truth, and the truth ſhall 


make you free (from the darkness of 


1gnorance and error, and the servi- 
tude of absurd lusts and passions.) 


Job. vii. 7. F any man will do his 


(God's) will, he shall know of the 
doctrine whether it be of God; that 
is, he shall see it with true light, and 
be convinced that it is perfectly di- 
vine; for P/alm xxv. 14. The ſe- 


cret of the Lord is with them that 
fear him, and he will ſhew them his 


covenant. 


This may suffice to make us sensi- 


ble, that a sincere desire of true 
knowledge is a necessary disposition 


for entering upon the study of the 


Scriptures, and that obedience to 


God's command, in the course of a 


pious life, is necessary to enlarge and 


establish the judgment in the know- 


ledge of divine truths. 


8. To the effectual study of Serip- 


ture, it is necessary that our minds 
and hearts be unbiassed, unpreju- 


diced, open to the truth, and al- 


ways disposed to discern and receive 


If the mind is under the power 


of prepossession and prejudice, we 


cannot be well disposed for searching 
the Scriptures. For instance, if a 
person in matters of religion and 


conscience is ambitious to gain re- it 
| eyes, we shall be more faulty than 


putation in the world, or solicitous 
to please and recommend himself to 
a party; how should he study the 

word of God with the sincere and 
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single view of discovering and em- 
bracing the truth, when all his care 
is to find what will please his fellow- 

creatures, and suit his own mean and 
selfish purposes? John v. 44. How 
can ye believe, who receive honour 
one of another? That is, whose ru- 
ling principle is the desire of tempo- 
ral honour, and the favour of men, 
who seek not the honour of God 
alone, the honour of a good con- 
science, and of an upright con- 
o | = 

Likewise, if we resign our reason 
and conscience implicitely to human 
decisions, or imbibe the bigotry of 
a party, or an invincible attachment 
to any system, without considering 
or examining how far they are agree- 


able to the word of God, we are no 


longer at 
truth, 8 | . 
It is owing to this malignant cause 
that great numbers of learned men, 


liberty to discover the 


who call themselves Christians, will 


not allow themselves to make any en- 


quiry, whether the worship of Saints, 


images, relicks, bread, and innu- 
merable other absurd dottrines and 
superstitious practices, are agreeable 
to the truth and purity of the Chris- 
tian religion. 

The error and iniquity of this con- 
duct in papists we see and detest; 
but the same moral cause will, in all 
cases, produce the same effects. If 


we act upon the same principles, if 
ve indulge the same prejudices, and 


in the same manner wilfully shut our 


papists, because it is absolutely re- 
pugnant to our profession as protest- 
ants, and shall be equally incapable 


"Oy So wi 4 "Mt erg — — een 
V's 4 IS - — rey oe —v—v— © —— 


752 : 
of seeing the truth and glory of our 
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holy religion. ; 
In studying the Seriptures we 

Should always keep our minds open 

to evidence, and aber discoveries 


of truth, which is the only way to be 
more and more solidly established in 


our religious principles; for in no 
other way can we grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. By 4 
Lastly. Devout and fervent prayer 


'to God, the Father of lights, the 
fountain of all illumination, the 
- adorable being, from whom cometh 


every good and perfect gift, is essen- 


tially necessary to the successful study 


of the Scriptures. Prov. ii. 6. The 
Lord giveth wifdom; out of hs 


mouth cometh knowledge, and un- 
derſtanding. 


Nor hath he appointed any means, 


Which exempt us from a depen- 


ho excellent soever in themselves, 
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| dence on his blessing. All oursprings 
are in him, and his gracious influ- 


ence renders our endeavours success- 
ful; therefore when we apply our- 
selves to the study of the holy Scrip- 
tures, we should make our suppli- 
cations to God, that he would open 


our eyes, that we may behold wonder- 
| ous things out of his law, or, in the 


Apostle's words, Eph. i. 17, 18, 
That the God of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Father of glory, would _ 


give unto us the ſpirit of wiſdom and 


revelation in the knowledge of him, 
that the eyes of our uuderflanding, 
being enlighitened, we may have just 
apprehensions of the riches of his 
wisdom and grace, and that our 
hearts may be duly impressed with a 
deep and lasting sense of them, ' 

Thus shall we grow from Strength 
to strength, and from grace to grace, 
till we shall be ana for that glory 


which is to be revealed hereafter, 


. 


__ 
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PRACTICAL IMPROVEMENT 


On the foregoing Important Subject. 


cf 


11 thus descanted at large 
| on the Scriptures in general, 
and laid down such a system of di- 
vinity as appears to us founded on 
the infallible word of God, we would 


now, by way of conclusion, endea- 


vour to point out the best improve- 
ment of this interesting subject. | 

ist. From the excellence and im- 
portance of the Scriptures, we may 
infer our obligation to be thankful 
for them. As our natural light and 
faculties demand our gratitude and 
thanks, that God has made us wiser 
than the fowls of Heaven, and taught 


us more than the beasts of the earth, 
and as our joy and praise will be 


agreeable to our illumination, when 
in God's heavenly light we shall see 
glorious and eternal light; so the 
superior instructions and discoveries 
of revelation challenge our sincere 
thanks to our wise and beneficent 
Father, who has i n je his Spirit 


at sundry times and in divers man- 


ners, to pour knowledge and light 
into the darkness of the nations, 
which otherwise would in effect have 


been absorbed in darkness and igno- 
rance; and that at length he has vi- 


sited us with the day- spring from on 
high, even a full display of his hea- 


_— grace in the everlasting Gos- 
el. 
N 2d. We should maintain a just, 
that is to say, the very highest esteem 
for the word of God, as contained in 
the Scriptures. | 
If it is true, That all Scripture is 
given by inſþtration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, reproof, cor- 
rection and inſtruction in righteouſ= 
nes, then certainly we cannot prize 
it too highly. | 
The things of this world, which 


are very imperfect and transitory, 


possesses, alas! too large a share of 
our hearts; but the Holy Scriptures 


are a treasure of heavenly and ever- 


lasting riches, and it is but reasonable 
we Should give them the preference, 
to what we know 1s infinitely superior 
in point of worth and excellence, 
Upon this foundation of their value 
and importance, the wisest and best 
of men have represented them as the 
highest object of our delight and 
esteem. P/. xix. 7,---10. The law 
of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
ſoul; the teſttmony of the Lord ts 


9 F Jure, 


_.- : 
ſure, making wiſe the ſimple, The. 
.- ſtatutes of the Lord are right, re. 

gorctng the heart : more to be defired | 


* 


are they than gold; ſweeter alſo lian 
honey and the eee | 
only can ve call ourselves happy, 
When we have attained the same opi- 
nion of, and delight in, the good 
word of God. | 5 

3d. We must not on any account 


allow ourselves to think with indif- 
ference of the divine word, so as to 
treat it with irreverence. The worth 
and infinite importance of revelation 


will not admit of a cool and languid 


thought; it is too sacred and divine 
to allow any degree of contempt. 
It is with some, deemed an instance 


of wit and humour to introduce 
Scripture phrases in common con- 


- 


versation, and to provoke mirth, by 


quoting the Bible. But surely this is 


a most scandalous practice, and no- 


thing less than burlesquing the word 
of God; and raising a laugh at the 


expence of the 


greatest blessing of 
Heaven. £74 736 EY) 


Such prophane levity will by de- 
grees lessen the reverence we have. 


for the word of God, and destroy all 


serious regard to it; which is, in 


effect, to destroy ourselves; and 


therefore should not only be care- 
fully avoided, but be detested with 


the utmost abhorrence. ITo pre- 
serve our respect for the word of 


God we should. 


. 


Ahl, Guard our minds against 
dleism, on the one hand, and popery 


on the other.. 


The deist will persuade you, re- 


velation is unnecessary, and conse- 


** 


quently, that the scripture is no re- 
velation from God, but a cheat, at 
first invented, and afterwards sup- 
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ported by those who find their ac- 


— * 


by $ 


1 Cant hag I 


” . * 


; 
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lation. | : | 
Here indeed the Romanist joins 
him, though they proceed by dit- 


guide upon earth. 


count in it. 
to start any difficulty or objec- 
tion, to prove that the Bible is not 
sufficient to the purposes of reve- 


ferent measures; the former, as he 


of the church, and a living infallible 


Both these start from the same 


He racks his invention 


pretends to the meer religion of na- 
ture, and the latter to the authority 


point, and it is much to be feared 


they will meet and unite again in 
process of time; for where deistical 


principles prevail in a family, the 


rising generation must grow up in 
great ignorance of revelation, and 
the true worship of God, and will 
by that means be exposed to the 


artifice of the seducer, who lies in 


wait to deceive. 
For this reason there is too much 


ground to apprehend that the spread 


norance of any kind, is a pro- 


per foundation for them to work 


upon. % aan 

The design of this work is to 
ground those who have embraced the 
protestant faith, against such as 


of deism will, in a few ages, pro- 
duce a large increase of popery 
among us; for confusion and ig- 


would raise scruples and prejudices 


in their minds against revelation, and 
without descending to particulars, we 


may assure ourselves, that whoever 


cavil 


* 


— 


Boos XII. 


cavil against the seriptures, are 
strangers to them. „„ 

They object, and take upon them- 
selves to judge in a matter in which 
they are not qualified to be judges; 
in a matter which they neither un- 
derstand, nor in their present way 


of thinking, even intend to under 


stand; for whatever shew they make 
of knowledge and wisdom, those 


men have never studied the scrip- | 
tures; nor, generally speaking, 
have they learning or capacity to. | 
enter into their abstruse and deep, 


parks; 4 1 
Had they soberly and seriously 
studied the scriptures, they must of 


necessity have found so many, and 
such evident displays of the divine 
Vvisdom, power, and truth of God, 
as would have taught them to think. 


more modestly of what is doubtful 
and obscure. 1 THO 


When do we hear of any name 


illustrious for learning and wis- 
dom, who professed to have stu- 
died the scriptures, that ever dis- 
rity ? : 

Ihe famous Selden, one of the 
most eminent philosophers and most 


learned men of his time, who had 


taken a diligent survey of antiquity, 


and what knowledge was considera- 


ble among the Jews, Heathens and 
Christians, and read perhaps as much 
as any man ever read, towards the 
close of his life, declared to arch- 
bishop Uher, That notwithstand- 


ing he had been so laborious in his 


% Enquiries, and curious in his col- 


lections, and had possessed him- 
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64 herfection; but 10 comman 


puted their divine origin and autho- | © 2s exceeding broad. 


759 


e self of a treasure of books and 


© manuseripts, upon all ancient sub- 
54 jects, yet he could rest his soul on 
none but 
| © above: all, 
* him the most satisfaction, Titus, 
ch. 2. from the 11th to the 14th 

ver. as comprizing the nature, 
end and 
gion.“ 


the scriptures; and 
that passage gave 


reward of true reli- 


Sir Chriſtopher Hatton, a great 


4 statesman, a little before his death, 
advised his relations to be serious in 
searching after the will of God; for, 


said he, © It is deservedly accounted 
%a piece of excellent knowledge, 


to understand the law of the 
* land, and the customs of a man's 
| © country. How much more to 
. © know the statutes of Heaven, and 
the law of eternity; 
„ mutable and eternal laws of jus- 


those im- 


© tice, and righteousness ?------ To 


know the will and pleasure of the 
only potentate, 


T and universal 
* King l- -I have ſeen an end of all 


2 
2 
2 


ment 


Whatever other knowledge a 


tec man may acquire, could he, by a 
vast and imperious mind, and a 
„ heart as large as the sand upon 


*© the sea shore, command all the 
“ knowledge of art and nature, of 
* words and things; and yet not 
* know the author of his being, 


% or the preserver of his life, his 


e sovereign and his judge, his se- 
* cret refuge in trouble, his best 
e friend or worst enemy; the sup- 
port of his life, and the hope of 
9 Rs death, his future happiness, 
* and 


756 
and his portion for ever; he doth 
but go to hell with a great deal 


— 


* of wisdom.” „ 
Mr. Locke also, (to mention no 


more) justly esteemed one of the 


reatest masters of reason, and a phi- 
osopher of the greatest freedom of 
thought, at the close of life, thus 
addressed an intimate friend, Stu- 
* dy the holy scriptures, especially 


the New Testament; therein are 


5th. We may 


% 


344. 


c contained the words of eternal 


* life. It hath God for its author, 


«© gal vation for its end, and truth 


tt without any mixture of error for 


« its matter.” Poſthumous works, p. 


These, and several other men of 


the most eminent attainments in 
widom and knowledge, held the 
scriptures in the highest veneration 
and esteem, as a revelation from 


God, and by their excellent com- 


ments, have acknowledged their di- 
vine authority. 


satisfied of the sufficiency of scrip- 
ture, as perfectly able to make us 


wise unto sal vation 2 


The Papist will own the scrip- 


tures to be the word of God, and a 
true rule of faith, but not a suffi- 


cient one; the only sufficient rule 


of faith he will tell you, is the 


church of Rome, which infallibly un- 


derstands and propounds what the 


christian world is to believe and to 
do, in order to eternal sal vation, and 


therefore you ought implicitly to 


submit your understanding and con- 


science to her direction and decisi- 


is 
* 
- - 5 


- bs 
Þ i 
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þ 


rest assured that we 
have the strongest reason to be fully 
the greatest certainty and sted fastness 


1 
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ons, and doing so, it is needless to 
consult the scriptures, being already 
provided with a living infallible 
guide. N | & | 
But if the scriptures are a true 


4 . 


rule of faith, then are they a suffi- 


cient rule to all sorts and degrees of 


persons; for they expressly affirm 
their own sufficiency in this exten- 


4 


sive sense. | | 
6. That nothing but scripture is 


a sufficient ground to build our faith 


and practice upon, as christians, will 
clearly a 1 Pre to any considerate un- 


prejudiced person. All besides is 


uncertainty and confusion; there are 
popes against popes, councils against 


councils, fathers against fathers, 


the church of one age against the 


church of another; and tradition 
passing through hands so uncertain 
and inconsistent, must of necessity 
lose all force of evidence. Only upon 

the rock of scripture can we find 
any rest or solid comfort, and there 
have we a sure foundation, and an 
infallible guide, which we may with 


oppose to the authority of the church 
7 Ea 
Whatever may be pretended to 
gain that church the credit of a guide, 
all that and. much more may be said 
for the scriptures, Doth the church 
of Rome boast antiquity ? The scrip- 
tures are more antient, Is that 
church a means to keep Christians in 
unity? so are the scriptures to pre- 
serve unity in behalf of things 
necessary and plainly revealed, and 
in unity of charity in other mat- 
nk Following 
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F ollowing the an we shall 
follow that which must be true, if 
the church of Rome be true, for she | 
acknowledges the truth of scripture ; 

_ whereas if we follow that church, we 
follow that which if the scripture be, 
may be false, nay, which if the scrip- 


tures be true, must be false; be- 


cause the We testify against 
it. 
' We have God's express command 
to follow the Scripture, and nc in- 
timation or colour of any prohibi- 
ion; but to believe in the church of 
Rowe, we have no command at all, 
much less an express command; nay, 
on the contrary, we have a general 
prohibition in these words, call no 
man maſter upon, earth. N 

Following the scriptures, we shall 
| embrace a religion, which being con- 
trary to flesh and blood, without 
any assistance from worldly power, 
wisdom, or policy; nay, against all 
the power and policy of the world, 

_ prevailed and spre itself in a short 
time over a very great part of the 
| world, 

' Whereas it is apparent thee chiteck! 
of Rome acquired, and still maintains 
her authority over men's consciences, 
by counterfeiting miracles, forging 
stories, corrupting the monuments of 

former times, by wars, eee, 
massacres, treasons, an rebellions 
in short, by all manner of carnal, 
unjustifiable means, whether violent 
or fraudulent. ' 

Following the $oriptures, we shall 
believe a religion, the first preachers; 
and professors whereof could cer- 
tainly have no worldly end; could 
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selves by it, any of the profits, ho- 
nours, or pleasures of this world, 
but rather the contrary, even all the 
hardships the world could lay upon 
them. 

On the other 1 the head of 
the church of Rome, the pretended 
vicar of Christ, successor of the 
Apostles, and guide of faith, it is 
palpably evident, makes the popish 
religion che instrument of his am- 
bition, to gratify the lust of domi- 
nion, by subjecting the conscien- 
ces of alb mankind to his authori- 
ty, and all nations to his jurisdie- 
tion. 

Besides, it is evident to any man, 
who has the least discernment, that 
most of those doctrines, which the 

Romish church adds to the scrip- 
tures, are one way or other calcu- 
lated to promote the honour or 
temporal profit of the teachers of 
them. | 

Following the scriptures only, we 
shall embrace a religion of perfe& 


99 
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neither project, nor promise to them- 


simplicity and purity; consisting in 
a a manner, wholly in the worship of 
God, in spirit and truth, and in sin- 
cere obedience to his will. Where- 
as the Romish church and doctrine 
are loaded with weak, childish, ri- 
diculous superstitions and ceremo- 
nies, and the most gross and manifest 


* 


l idolatry. 


If we follow the scriptures, we 
cannot hope for salvation, without 
mortifying all vices, and practising 
all Christian virtues, which our rea- 
son tells us is the only way in which 
ve can please the God of truth and 
holiness. 2 
But the church of Rome opens an 
9 G easier 
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easier and broader way to Heaven; 


and though a man continues during 


him assurance he may be let into 
Heaven by a back gate, even by an 


nishment, at the hour of death, if 
it be joined with the confession to a2 


the course of his life in sin, gives 


act of attrition, or grief for sin, 
arising meerly from the fear of pu- 


priest, or by an act of contrition 
TVT PALS. 


Just and perfect are the precepts of 


piety and humility, of innocence 


and patience, of goodness, tempe- 


rance, Sobriety, justice, meekness, 
fortitude, and constancy, contempt 


of the world; the love of God, and 


of mankind; in a word, of all vir- 


tues and against all vices, which the 
scriptures enjoin us to observe and 


obey, and which, if they were gene- 


rally obeyed, could not fail to make 
the world generally happy; and the 


goodness of them alone is sufficient 


to make any wise and good man be- 


lieve, that the religion, which incul- 


cates them, comes from God, the 


fountain of all goodness. 


The church of Rome ever notes, 


and in a manner dissolves and abro- 


gates many of the holy precepts of 
the Gospel, by teaching men that 
they are not laws for all christians, 


but counsels of perfection, and mat- 


ters of supererogation, which a man 


should do well if he observes, but 


shall not sin if he does not observe 


them; that they are for those who 


aim at high places in heaven; but 
If a man will be content with an in- 
ferior station there, especially if he 
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content to taste of purgatory in 


apc. 
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the way, he need not incumber his 


thoughts at present with many of 


the rules of the gospel. Not to say 
that the Romiſi church manifestly 
foments a spirit of uncharitableness 
and cruelty to all mankind, who 
_profess not her faith; therefore the 
religion of this church is far from 


being so holy or so good as the doc- 


trine of Christ delivered in the scrip- 


tures, and consequently cannot come 
fromthe fountain of holiness, justice, 
goodness and truth.  _ ne 
Following the church of Rome 
for our guide, we $hall only follow 
a-combination of deluded, or rather 


deluding men, who would close our 
eyes, and deny us the liberty of ex- 


-amining and considering whether the 


tenets they impose are right or 


wrong; for that papists have no li- 


berty of judgment is manifest, be- 
cause they deem it a mortal sin to 
doubt of any part of their doctrine; 
whence it follows, that seeing every 


man must resolve that he will never 


commit mortal sin, he must never 


examine the grounds of popery, lest 


he should be moved to doubt; or if 
he does examine, he must previously 
resolve, that no evidence, not even 
that of scripture, should move him 
to doubt, lest he should fall into a 
mortal sin. | „„ 


As this is plainly the state and 


condition of the members of the 


Romiſi church, is is evident that 
they are unwilling and afraid to un- 


derstand; that they have eyes to see, 


yet wilfully close them; that they 


have not the love of the truth, but 


are given up to strong delusions, and 
. therefore, 
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therefore, that in following such a 
church and such guides, we shall 
only follow the blind, and with them 
fl ing he arch, 8 
If we follow the scriptures, we 
Shall follow only the truth; we shall 


follow a guide that exhorts us to | 
of the sacred scriptures at this 


keep our eyes always open to the 
truth, to try all things, to hold fast 
that which is good, to try every spi- 
rit, and to bring every doctrine to 
the test of God's pure and holy 
word; and thus we are at liberty to 


review the ground upon which we 


stand, to correct any error, and to 


improve our minds in the knowledge 


and love of the truth. _ 5 
In these and several other respects, 
the sufficiency of scripture to guide 
us in the way of life and salvation 
is evidently seen, and how dangerous 
it is to forsake this heavenly guide, 
and follow the delusions of the church 
of Rome. 
L.astly, Let us be much in reading 
the scriptures, for in them, and them 
only, have we the words of eternal 
life. As the soul of man is of an 
immortal nature, and made to be 
happy or miserable for ever, it highly 
concerns every individual of the hu- 
man race, seriously to reflect on the 
important state, that waits the dis- 
solution of the soul and body, which, 
once fixed, is irrevocable and irrever- 
sible, whether doomed to everlasting 
bliss or endless misery, 
Nov the christian religion, being 


founded on the revealed will of God, 


and consequently the only means 


sufficient to direct us in the way of 


everlasting life; it is necessary to 


— 
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render ourselves well acquainted with 
it; and amidst the many controver- 
Sies which prevail in the world, to 


examine what doctrines are most 


agreeable to the pure and infallible 
word of God. 7 z 


I cannot but recommend the study 


time with pecuhar zeal, as the emis- 
saries of Rome are daily gaining 
proselytes, and drawing the un- 


weary from the faith of the gos- 


ß 02 76 | | 
The more the sacred writings 


are studied and canvassed, © the 


1 and more incontestable their 
evidence will appear; the more 
the Bible is consulted, the more 


shall we be confirmed in the faith of 
Christ's pure religion, and conse- 


quently be less liable to the seduction 
of those, who would impose upon 


our conscienees the doctrines of 
Sat Por ee 5 ; 


The two great contending parties 
are the Papist and the Protestant, 
and these mutually charge each 
other with false doctrines and dam- 
nable errors; we live in a land, and 
under a government, which permits 


free enquiry ; the Bible is free oft 


access, to that therefore let us apply, 
there let us examine into the merits 
of the cause, discover what is right 
and what is wrong, resolving to 
obey the truth wherever we find 


We are not to continue in any 
profession, meerly because we were 
educated in it, but are to examine 


| whether it be the same that was 


taught by Christ and his Aposiles; 
N ve 


76⁰ 


— 


we are to obey the command of 


our Saviour, bring all that we learn 


from teachers of any denomination 


to the touchstone of truth, and with 
the Bereans, recorded in Acts xvii. 
ſearch the Scripture daily 
whether theſe things are jo or 


11. to 
N. . 3 : | 

Let us not therefore hazard our 
eternal salvation upon the uncer- 
tainty of groundless opinions, or 
implicitly assent to any tenets or 
Principles that may be imposed by 
any man or body of men, unless 


upon a serious revisal, they ap- 


Pear to be founded on the word of 
Nothing can make more against 
the authenticity of the church of 
Rome, than its forbidding the free 


use of the scriptures to its lay: mem 


bers; for if their religion comes 


from God, as they pretend, if the 


scriptures are the word of God, as 
they acknowledge them to be, where- 
fore are they thus closed? If their 
dodctrines and practices are agreeable 
to the word and will of God, why 
do they not bring them to the law 
and to the testimony, that so they 
may stand approved before the face 
the reason is plain; their crafty 


teachers are conscious that many of 


their articles of faith and modes of 
practice are repugnant to the word: 
of God, and for that reason they 
conceal that word, and make the 
very first article of their creed the 


receiving for doctrines the command- 


The cause is evident, 


APPENDIX TO THE 


on the first principle and root of er- 


ror, the admitting of traditions and 
human constitutions, for the foun- 
dation of faith. e 

On the other hand, the religion 
of the protestants, or that which by 
way of distinction from the Romish, - 
is called the reformed church, re- 
ceives ample confirmation from its 
permitting not only the ecclesiastics, 


but the meanest and most illiterate of 
its members to read the Bible; nay, 


not only permitting, but enjoining 
the reading of it, both in public and 


private every day. e- 


Such an open, such an ingenuous 


conduct, plainly shews, that the re- 
formed church is not ashamed of the 
doctrine she professes, that she de- 


sires to gain converts, not through 


the blindness and ignorance of man- 
kind, but through their knowledge 


and conviction of the truth, as 


founded upon the infallibility, not of 
man, (for that cannot be in the na- 
ture of things) but of God, one of 
whose peculiar attributes is truth, 


without any mixture of error. 


If according to the tenor of scrip- 


ture, it must be the grand object of 
the regard of all who would serve 


God acceptably, and surely it can- 


not be studied and consulted too 
much; consequently, the reading 
N of it cannot be too warmly. urged' 
upon such as profess their belief in 


* 


q 
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Attend: not therefore to the sug- 


gestions of any popish emissaries, 
who would insinuate that there are 


many different opinions of the learn- 
ed concerning some parts of the 
5 1 | 5 Bible; 


1 5 : a | 


ments of men, from whence all the 
kest naturally follow, all dependent 


Book XII. 


Bible; that it is so penned that 
few can understand it; and there- 
fore, that the gifts of infallibility 
are vested in their church, as the 


"4; direQory of all its mem- 


ers. ; 


We have already observed, and we 


desire to repeat it again and again, 


upon this occasion, when the enemy 
is coming in like a flood, that the 


blessed Jesus, the glorious Redeemer, 


the captain of our sal vation, has en- 
joined all his followers to call no man 
maſter upon earth. . 

The only antidote against the 
growth of popery amongst us, is the 
Bible; that is the standard which 


must be lifted up against it, that fur- 


nishes the shield of faith, and the 
helmet of salvation; with which ar- 
rayed, the sincere, though weak and 
even the illiterate Christian, shall be 
able to ward off the most powerful 
attac ks of the enemy, and to come 
off conqueror, and more than con- 


queror. | | 
In short, there is no other method 


of establishing our minds in the prin- 


ciples of our holy religion, than by 
frequently conversing with the word 
of God. Here we shall see the glory 
and excellency of the divine will; 


thus we shall feel the power of di- 


vine grace upon our hearts; thus 
our understandings will gradually be 
enlightened with divine knowledge, 

and to our unspeakable comfort we 


shall grow up into the stature of 


PRE men in Christ Jesus, by de- 
| 


hting ourselves in the law of the 


Lord, and daily meditating there- 
in. e 
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Those who devote their time {that 
is, such parts of it as are consistent 
with their avocations in life) to the 
study of God's holy will, as plainly 
set forth in his blessed word, will 
be under the special blessing of 


Heaven, and like trees planted in a 


fruitful soil, shall grow and flou- 
rish, and rise infinitely higher than 


all the honours, wealth and en- 


joyments of this world; they shall 
rise to immortality, and there find 


all the glorious fruits of a life of 
faith and obedience, and the full 
accomplishment of the magnificent 
promise, which here on earth they 


with pleasure perused in the word of 


God. 


The scriptures, in a word, con- 
tain every thing that is essentially ne- 
cessary to be known for the happi- 
ness of man, both present and fu- 
ture. Happiness is greatly mistaken 
by the generality of mankind, both 
as to its nature and source; they 


vainly conceive it to be the gratifica- 


tion of sensual desires, and therefore 
erroneously place it in the acquisi- 


tion of riches and honours; where- 


as it consists in refined and spiritual 
sensations, in an exemption from 
the predominance of animal and 


worldly affections, and can only be 


obtained by a comfortable assurance 


of an interest in the divine fa- 
vour, which can alone confer pre- 
sent and future peace of mind, with- 
out which there can be no hap- 
piness. | TE | 
Now the word of God buen re- 
presents the state of man by nature, 
the penalty of the broken law of 
9 H God, 


— * BD 
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God, his recovery by Jesus Christ, 


and the method of conveying grace 
here, and glory hereafter, in and 
through him. The word of God 
contains a perfect rule not only of 
faith, but likewise of practice, 
by following which we must be good 


- men, | good christians, and finally | 
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such as God would have us to be, 


which important end, - that it may 
be answered by this sincere at- 
tempt to vindicate the authority, 


and enforce the study of the Holy 
Scriptures, may God of his in- 
finite mercy grant, e Jesus 
Christ our Lord, Amen, and Amen. 
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Since the Publication of this Edi- 


tion, one of our Subſcribers, 
who ſeems to be a very ſerious Per- 
Jon, and earneſily defirous of ac- 


quiring Scripture Knowledge, has 


Kone us the following ee 


HAT Reaſon, or Reaſons can be * 
ed, why the 7ews, from the Time of their 


Delivery from Egyptian Bondage, till they were 
carried inio Captivity by Nebuchadnezzar, were every 


few Years falling into the groſfeſt Idolatry, al- 
| though | God was conſtantly working Miracles to 
convince them of his Power? And what Reaſon can 
be aſſigned why, after their return from the Baby- 
- toniſh Captivity, they had ſuch an Averſion to the 
| Religion of the neighbouring Nations, that they 
chearfully ſubmitted. to the crueleſt Tortures, rather 


than defile themſelves wich the Worſhip of Idols, 


even afier Miracles had ceaſed ? 


| „ very important 
Nature, and proper Anſwers to them will throw a conſi- 


derable Light on the Scripture Hiſtory. 


Wich Reſpeft to the fir, Why did the Jews 
Jo often plunge themſelves into the groſeſt Ido- 


' lavy Þ ie. 
* The Rexder mut confidie that the Fer Sat, | 


* 
1 


and Proſperity. | 


5 was a. Theocraey, under the immediate Inſpection of 


God, who gave them a Law for the Regulation of 


their Conduct, and who expected Obedience from 
them, in Gratitude for the many Favours which they 


had received. at his Hands, It is a- baſe invidious 


| "Aﬀertion of Voltaire's, that the Mofaic Law did nut 
| teach the ſocial Duties, and nothing but the ſlrongeſt 
Prejudice againſt Divine Revelation could haye led 


an Author of. his Abilities into ſuch a. Notion, el. 


| pecially as he well knew that he youngeſt Child, 
| Who had read the Decalogue, was able to Confate 


him, The Precepts. contained in the Fewiſt Law, 
are every Way conſiſtent with the Nature of the 
Divine Perfections, and ſuitable to the State of 
fallen Man. They poſitively enjoin. the Adora- 


tion of one holy and true God, and they prohi- 


bit the Worſhip of Images, under any pretence 
whatever. | | 


— 


They order that every Perſon ſhall uſe the 
Name of God with Reverence, and pay a Pro- 
per Regard to the Places and Times ſet apart 
for his Worſhip. Nor has God in that Law neg- 
lefted to preſcribe. fuch Rules for the Conduct of 
his People as are conſiſtent with the very Being 
of Society, The Duties of Children to their 
Parents are inforced OP A TO of wg Lk. 


Mutter is prohibited, han; e Men 
are ordered both to abſtain from depriving their 


Neighbour of his Property, as alſo from giving 


a falſe Accufidöm againſt him. But not  katisfied 


with poſitive Duties, God's Law reaches: to the in- 


e and ſtrikes at the firſt 


Thoughts _ 


— 


*. 
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: 


of: Coreouſaels, 


a 


— 


Thoughts rig in 0 Le welt mind, ST is _ 
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. with many more Particular that « «mi ;ghe 


| be added, was the Nature of that holy. Law, which 

5 God delivered to the Jets, and which he inforced 
55 by ſuch Miracles, as were beyond che ordivary | 
Courſe of Nature, ſo that the glorious Power of 

the Deity was in a Manner ne . their 
Eyes, | 


But noonithilending all thoſe Miracles, _ the 


wWeſnt after the Worſhip of thoſe Nations, who had 


above two hundred Years 
in Egypt, and even after the Temple was built 


| been driven from the Land of Canaan | to make wy 


for their Eflabliſhment, | 


| It muſt be Pon 4 by every Perfon, who 
3 read the Old Teſtament, that the Jews were 


at Jeruſalem, they had but one place of Worſhip, 


| ſons, not being able to read themſelves, nor hav- 

ing any Places to meet, where Perſons properly | 
- inſtrufied might read the Law to them, they ſoon - 
forgot its divine Precepts, and the Worſhip of the | 
— 3dolatrous Heathens, not laying any Reſtraint on | 


— 


10 which they came in great Crowds thrice every 


Vear; ; but during the Intervals SES thoſe Sea- 


their corrupt Inclinations, .. they. kept not the co- 


venant of God, and would not walk in his Law, 
chey forgot, what, be had done, and the Om} 


. he had Hewes dem. 


Babylon, 
"ip n 


£1» © 


Wh. 


ng FR wr School i F Wikdow, and ; in _ | 
3 they were brought to a perfect Senſe of their 
Folly, being taught to revere their native Country, 


8 
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_ 


in a State of Servitude : 


OS 
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Miſeries they ſuffered in their Captivity. 
the Jews returned from the Babyloniſi Captivity, 


were a ſet 
| ſtated IT imes to their Diſciples, thoſe Books that 
55 continual Interpoſition of Jehovah in their Fayour, | | 
| vet they forſoock the God of their Salvation, and 


{ ance, was plain, ſimple and unaffebted. 
God. had She hows it FR ROB pho but 

as hix Judgments however flow, are always ſure, | 
he delivered them into the hands of the King of | 
who carried them beyond the River Eu- 


58 7 2e wy in | Mn Py 2 


| powerful Motive to Obedience, 


whh the many Bleſſings they enjoyed in it, ind 
the Worſhip of the true God, in Proportion to the 
When 


their Government and Manners aſſumed a differ. _ 
ent Form, It is very probable, and has | been the 
Opinion of ſome of the greateſt Writers, that thoſe 


Perſons, who preſided over them upon their return, 


fuch as Nekemiah, Zerobabel, &c. had during the 
Time they were in Babylon, ſeen the Magi, who 
of learned Heathen © Prieſts, read on 


contained the Subſtance of their Religion, which kept 
its firſt Principles fixed in their Memory, and- by 
a © conſtant Repetition, they became familiarly ac- 
quainted with its Precepts. But whatever was the 
Prattice of thoſe Babyloniſſ Magi, we are aſſured 
by Joſepluus, Philo, Fudeus, and all other Jewiſh 
Writers, that as ſoon as the Temple was rebuilt, 
their Leaders in order to preſerve the People from 
falling into Idolatry, eſtabliſhed what they called Sy- 
nagogues, in every Public Place where the People 
met on the Sabbath, not to Sacrifice, for that could 
not be done any where, except in the Temple at 
Jeruſalem; but for this Purpoſe that a; Perſon pro- 
perly qualified might read a ſelect Part of the Law, 
when others, particularly the more aged, delivered 
e e e Aae 2 8 


8 enen fs Nature is gil erative in all 
the Jeroiſſ Synagogues, only that it is burdenel 
wih an innumerable Load of ridiculous Ceremo- 
nies.” That Form uſed by them from their return 
from Babylon, till the Time of Chriſt's Appear- 
It con- 
ſiſted in Prayers and Hymns to the Deity, and 
always concluded with an earneſt Petition, chat God 


- would: ſend the Meſſiah to deliver them from the 


Power of their . Enemits, "Seleft Pieces of the Law 
were read, and the Duties injoined therein, illuſ- | 
trated,--and inforced by the Examples of God's Judg- 
ments, while che Hope of | Chriſt's coming was 2 


xn - Theſe ee although the Senſ 
| of 


POSTSCRIPT: 


of the Text remained pure, yet in Time they be- 

came very pernicious to the People, - for the Rabbis 
reduced the Simplicity of the divine Word to a Syſ- 
tem, and by their falſe Gloſſes, perverted the Old 
Teſtament in the ſame Manner as the” ne 
done the . p 1 | 


For ths Truth of d 5 
Bleſſed Saviour's Sermon on 'the Mount, where he 
ſhews them how they perverted the Word of God; 
and in another Place, he ſays, ye have made the 
Word of God of none Effect, by your Traditions, 
teaching for Doctrines the Commandments of Men. 
That the Jews only about forty Years before they | 
werte carried Captive to Babylon, were in a Manner 
utterly ignorant of their own” Law. appears from this, 
that a Copy of it being found in the Temple. 
in the Reign of Jofal, they” did not dender 
to have ever read it, and the pious King Tm : 
a Faſt throughout all his Dominions, to beg par- | 
don of God for their Neglect of ſearching into thoſe 
ſacred Oracles ; inſtead CY * to lay by | 
as uſeleſs. 3 * | 


On the other hand, vida | tao Recourle | 
to any human Teftimony, we are aſſured by: . 
Words of all the four Evangeliſts, that when” Chriſt | 
came in the Fleſh, they were perfefily converſant 
- with every Thing in the facred Books, and often | 
aca * our et RE — "FEI 
ä 
PFrom what has hs 3 Ms ntnts 
follows, that the Reaſon why the Jews relapſed ſo 
ofien into Idolatry, /' aroſe from an utter Inatien- 
tion to the Precept contained in their Law, Which 
could not be acquired but by reading, and they 
pride deſtitute of the Knowledge of Letters, and 
Place appointed for ſelect Meetings, before 
| ee return from the Habyloniſi Captivity, they 
mult af Conſequence. angie ene and 
W e uus FO. Wan e Stn e | | 
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„ The Raligins- eee eee was | 


ef ue Alias 3 Nature, not to captivate the i | 
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5 
feftions of Men, who were not properly ſettled in 
their Belief, and who had not judiciouſly conſidered 
the Nature and power of that God, who had done 


| ſuch marvellous' Things for them. The Law of a 


holy God, Which they had negleQed, required Pu- 
rity in the Interior Paris; whereas the” Religion 
of the Heathens promiſed them Happineſs in the 
Gratifications of their animal Paſſions. The Crimes 


forbidden by the Lau of God, were conſidered as 


Virtues by the Heathens, and there is no Won⸗ 
der, the People ran into them wich the utmoſt 
Greedinefs. - On the other Hand, when they hall 
been trained in the School of Affliction, and re- 
turned to their native Land, they conſidered, that 
unleſs they could make the Knowledge of their Law 
public to every Individual, it would be impoſſible 
to preſerve themſelves from the fame horrid Abomi- 
nations they had Veen guilty be ms x 


9 


To A End ſo "ISR in its own i Nature, 
and attended with fo many "beneficial Conſequen- 
ces, "Synagogues on the Plan already mentioned, 
were eſtabliſned, not only in every City of Fu- 
dea, but alſo in other Parts of the World, whete 
the 7ews reſided, for the Benefit of Commerce. 
But left our Reader ſhould be milled, concerning 
any controverted Paſſages in the New Teſtament, 
relating to thoſe Societies, we fall here fay ſome. 
thing concerning their - Privileges. Every Few, 
notwithſtanding their being guilty of the greateſt 
Crimes, were econfidered as the Children of Abra- 


ham, and had a Right to attend on the Temple 
Service, to them were committed che Oracles of 


God, the giving of the Law, and the Promiſes. 
Whether they were ſubjefted to ſuffer pecuniary 
Fines, or cut off by a violent Death for the good 
of the Community, yet their Birthrights were not 


| forfeited, nor were they diſinherited of thoſe Pri- 


vileges, to which they conſidered themſelves intitled 
by Virtue of the Sinai Covenant. But the Re- 
gulations preſcribed for the good Government of 
the Synagogues, being entirely e. the Miſna) 
of human Invention, every Jew in the diſtri 
was invited to attend, and he might either comply 
ir We” If he refuſed to accept of the In- 


A rosrschirr. 


ho — ecu". Jew, | | Cannonis 3 c Trident, nd mary a. 


and except pecuniary Conſiderations, a Child * re e N W "9 + 
of Abraham, and a Member of the Nene 
Kingdom. 'But if he became an attendant on the Nor avid. it ever- Fe nga ha 


Reading and Expounding -of the Law in the Syna- catch Providence been pleaſed by the Art of | 
gogue, he was under an Obligation of | complying / Printing to diſpel the Miſt of Darkneſs from the 
with all the Rules preſcribed by thoſe who had firſt Minds of Men, and laid the divine - Oracles open 
ordered dhe Eſtablihment of thoſe Societies. If he | for their Inſpection. The Knowledge of Chriſti- 
failed in Compliance with any fingle Arüele, he was | anity is partly. kept up by the reading of the Word 
caſt out (ſee John in.) or in other Words he was of God in Public Aſſemblies, and à Reſpedt for. 
excluded from the Benefits of the Society, without J its Duties is | preſerved by the ſlated Exhortations 
being deprived. of the Privilege of attending on ihe of thoſe | Paſtors, who are authoriſed to, draw. prac- 
Sacrifices, in the Temple, or an No of the 4 tical Inferences from every ſpeculative Propoſition, 
Meſhab's Kingdom. ; 4 But even Public Inſtructions, in the Places ſet apart 
for. the worſhip, of God, would never have con- 
duced to propogate Chriſtian Knowledge in the 
Manner it is now univerſally diffuſed, - had not 
Books been publiſhed containing the Sum, and Sub- 
\Rance, of Chriſtian Doctrine, wich the | Purity of its 
']. Morals, adapted to the meaneſt Capacities, and che 
hich price reduced ſo boys as e 
- propoſed by our Subſcriber, we hope they || - ans 3 
vill be ef uſe to many of our Readers, Namely, \F The nk of he Bock of Col an min” apa, 
; no Reſtraint is laid on our Purſuit after Know- 
iſt. That the Jews, before the Babylonifh Cap- ledge, but be that runneth, may read; nor can 
nvity, fell into Idolatry, becauſe they were leſt . l n deceived. 
AWA and, 


Fr 


| | ch was the Nature of. thoſe "Mi called | 
| Synagogues, in_the New, Teſtament, and ſuch were 

the Rules preſcribed or he Conde of bod Jv 

and . who attended them. 8 4 


_- 


1 The Apolile Paul was Eenfible, of he Neceſſuy 
2dly. That ee Ip, FRO 1 of Knowledge in order to regulate Practice, when 
. Worſhip of the neighbouring Na- be fays, '« How fhall they believe in him of 
ons, becauſe they had Maſes and the Prophets read || © whom they have not heard ? and how ſhall 
| 20 them every Sabbath in the Synagogue. On rn Ione ao ee | 
muſt not difiniſs this important Subje, without de- | 
go: fave eee eee „„ A adds. mintfo: 
| | impoſſible; for none ought to be the Object of 
enn „ which our Prayers, but he in whom we can place both 
nothing | leſs than the moſt conſummate , Impudence Truſt and Confidence. Faith cometh by hearing, 
could diflate, or the moſt indolent Stupidity | ſwal- and hearing by the Word of God. Were the 
low, namely, That Ignorance it the Mother of De- | reading of the Holy | Scriptures his in our 
_ , votion. It is poſſible that many of our Readers Churches, and Printing abaliſned, Mankind would 
; may be flartled at ſuch an Aſſertion, eſpecially after ſoon become as ignorant, and .conſequently as bar- 
they have read the Word of God, Which con- barous as they were a thouſand Years ago, when 
demns People for Ignorance, who have I Oppor- it was conſidered as a Diſhonour for any Perſon 10 
Unity, of Improvement. But we can ſolemnly ad. Rudy Literature, walt be eie Beete. a 
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that true Knowledge may diffuſe itſelf amongſt. ; mighty Stream. Men ſhall be bleſſed in the Re- 
all Ranks of Beings, and extend to the remoteſt | decer, and [all Nations ſhall call 
Parts of ihe Univerſe. That God may give his | The Paſſions af Men being ſubdued. by a Convic-, 
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bleſſed Son the Heathen for his Inheritance, [ tion of the Truth, the Kingdom of Chriſt on Earth, 
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the Earth as the Waters do the Sea. That all J of our Maker, and be made in all + Things con- 
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Nations may become the Kingdoms of our Lord J formable to the Glory of that Image, which our 
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